
Statement to the Security Council

Ivan Simonovic

Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights

[South Sudan]

24 February 2015

New York

Check against delivery



Mr. President,

Distinguished Members of the Council,

Thank you for this opportunity to brief the Council. A couple of weeks
ago, I returned to South Sudan after a year. I visited government
controlled areas and those held by the opposition.

Though the scale and severity of the conflict has recently declined, the
number of displaced and refugees has continued to grow, reaching 2
million people, there are thousands more civilians dead and further
humanitarian law and human rights violations have been committed by
both sides, as described in UNMISS public human rights reports issued in
December 2014 and January 2015. There are more people, mainly women
and children, in our POC sites, seeking our protection, now over 110,000.
Displaced people told me they are frightened. They have nowhere to go.
And both sides seem to be rearming and preparing for a new military
campaign.

In Juba, I met people whose whole families have been executed, primarily
due to their ethnicity and women and girls who were taken as sex slaves
after their husbands were killed. In Malakal, there was a woman whose
disabled husband, a doctor, was shot dead last April along with hundreds
of others in a teaching hospital. In Bentiu, I visited a hospital where last
April a group of civilians seeking safety were huddled into a small room
and shot dead. Whilst returning from the hospital, I encountered child
soldiers and saw drunken soldiers at a check-point shouting at and
mocking a group of female civilians. Women sneak out of the UN
protection site during the day to collect fire-wood and to go to the market,
and return to the camp in the evening. Some of them are being harassed
and raped, as they told me.

Besides the conflict between the SPLA and the SPLA - IO, there are
many local conflicts across the country between tribes or even within
clans of the same tribe. They involve looting and cattle raiding, but
killings and sexual violence as well. There is widespread possession of
illegal arms, including AK47's, only adding to further insecurity.

Many government officials told me that the people of South Sudan fought
for decades for their dignity, independence, and human rights. What I saw
on my mission was certainly notwhat they have been fighting for. After
decades of killing and other violations, there is a need for cultural change












