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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE 3RD AFRICA-EU SUMMIT,   

TRIPOLI, LIBYA, 29 - 30 NOVEMBER 2010 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Third Africa-EU Summit of Heads of State and Government took place in 
Tripoli, Libya, on 29 and 30 November 2010. The Summit discussed the theme 
“Investment, Economic Growth and Job Creation as well as six sub themes, all of 
which were discussed in the context in which they related to the main theme. Heads 
of State and Government exchanged views on a range of issues of common concern, 
including global challenges and possible ways of jointly tackling them. Within the 
framework of promoting a broad based and wide ranging people-centred partnership, 
opportunity was given to the private sector, civil society and youth to present the 
outcomes of their respective side events. At the end, the Summit adopted the Tripoli 
Declaration and Second Action Plan 2011-2013. 
 
II. ATTENDANCE 
 
2. The Summit was attended by 50 countries on the African side, of which 29 
were represented at the level of Heads of State and Government and 27 countries on 
the European side, of which 12 were represented at the level of Heads of State and 
Government. 
 
III. OPENING SESSION 
 
3. The opening session was chaired by H.E. Ali Bongo Ondimba, President of 
the Republic of Gabon, in his capacity as the First Vice Chairperson of the Bureau of 
the Assembly of the African Union, who also delivered an opening statement. 
Statements were also delivered by H.E. Muammar Al-Gaddafi, Leader of the Libyan 
Revolution; H.E. Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council; H.E. 
Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union Commission; H.E. Jose Manuel 
Barroso, President of the European Commission; H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
President of the Republic of Turkey (as a Guest); Hon. Mary Mugyenyi, Vice 
President of the Pan-African Parliament and Hon. Libor Rouchek, Vice President of 
the European Parliament. 
 
Statement by H.E. Ali Bongo Ondimba, President of the Republic of Gabon 
 
4.  H.E. Ali Bongo Ondimba thanked the Leader of the Libyan Revolution, H.E. 
Muammar Al-Ghaddafi, and the people of Libya for their warm reception and 
hospitality and for the excellent facilities provided for the Summit. He underscored 
the strong ties existing between the African and European sides, stressing the need 
for the Africa-EU Partnership to succeed, particularly in the area of energy and 
security. 
 
5.  He identified lack of financing as one of the major obstacles of the 
partnership, in realizing concrete deliverables and outcomes and urged upon both 
sides to take urgent steps to overcome this challenge. Finally, he called on 
International Partners to invest more in Africa in order to help the continent attain 
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sustained growth and economic development and achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals by 2015. 
 
Statement by H.E. Muammar Gaddafi, Leader of the Libyan Revolution 
 
6.  H.E. Muammar Gaddafi highlighted the various security challenges 
confronting the continent, including terrorism, piracy, conflicts and armed struggle, 
and called for concerted efforts towards addressing them.  He called on the 
European Union to support Africa in its quest to eradicate poverty, hunger and 
disease.  He called for an end to migration, through the creation in Africa and other 
vulnerable countries of conditions that would discourage the phenomenon. Further, 
H.E. Brother Leader called for the disbandment of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), and in its place the establishment of regional economic groupings. He also 
appealed for the support of the European Union for the democratization of the United 
Nations system and for one permanent seat for Africa at the United Nations Security 
Council.  
 
7. In conclusion, he emphasized the need to reinforce and consolidate relations 
between Africa and the European Union for the mutual benefit of the two sides by 
striking a balance between political considerations in Europe and economic concErns 
in Africa. 
 
Statement by H.E. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union Commission 
 
8.  H.E. Jean Ping emphasized the need for strong and enduring economies as 
an imperative for job creation. He underscored Africa’s unique position in the 
globalized world, as reflected by the continent’s huge population and its enormous 
natural resources. He also underscored the achievements recorded by the First Joint 
Africa- European Union Action Plan, stressing that the most notable landmark was 
recorded in the area of Peace and Security. He indicated that the world’s perception 
of Africa had changed over the years and called on the European Union to treat 
Africa as one and to respect the underlying principles of the Africa-EU Partnership in 
order for it to achieve concrete deliverables and outcomes. 
 
Statement by H.E. Jose Manuel Barroso, President of the European 
Commission 
 
9.  On his part, H.E. Jose Manuel Barroso expressed appreciation to the 
leadership and people of Libya for the warm hospitality accorded to the European 
Union delegations and for the excellent facilities provided for the Summit. He 
underlined the strong historical and cultural ties existing between Africa and Europe, 
and highlighted the successes and achievements of the Partnership, thus far. He 
then renewed the European Union’s commitment towards the success of the 
Partnership and called on the two sides to work together towards consolidating it for 
their mutual benefit.  
 
IV. PLENARY SESSION 
 
10. The following six sub-themes were presented and discussed: 
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1. Regional integration, infrastructure, ICT, science, and private sector 
Development; 

 
11. President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali of Tunisia introduced the topic, followed by a 
presentation on Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) by the Prime Minister of 
Rwanda on the African side. On the EU side, presentations were made by the Prime 
Ministers of Italy and Finland.  At the end of the various interventions on this topic, a 
Representative of the Private Sector reported on the outcome of the Fourth Africa-
EU Business Forum held on the margins of the Summit. Among the key elements 
highlighted were: 
 

i) Need for both continents to develop programmes and mechanisms to 
elaborate on infrastructure development; 
 

ii) Need to consolidate and strengthen cooperation in the areas of 
technology, science and space,  and development of  joint funding; 

 
iii) Need to develop the private sector and strengthen its relations with 

governments; 
 

iv) Need to resolve the contentious issues of EPAs;  
 

v) Need to improve relations with Africa as a priority and the need for 
Africa to identify few flagship projects to be implemented within a short 
time horizon; 

 
vi) Need for Africa and EU to identify work modalities to combat price 

speculation on raw materials; and 
 

vii) Need to enhance regional integration as an ingredient for economic 
development between regions and continents. 
 

12. After the presentations, several interventions, primarily focusing on some 
achievements, country experiences as well as areas which needed more attention 
were made. Following these interventions, the following conclusions were reached: 

 
i) Need for the partnership to focus on cooperation in the area of regional 

and continental infrastructure development; 
 

ii) Consolidate integration and enhance trade as a  means of attaining 
sustainable development; 

 
iii) Successful integration must be supported by adequate infrastructure 

development, thereby contributing to economic growth and job creation; 
and EPAs should be negotiated to achieve mutually beneficial outcome 
and support sustainable development. 

 
2. Energy, Climate Change, and Space 

 
13. H.E. Ali Bongo Ondimba, President of the Republic of Gabon, introduced the 
topic on behalf of the African side.  He stated the need for the African continent to 
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break from the restricted developmental approach and embrace the 21st century 
development dynamics. He highlighted the potentials of Africa to satisfy its own 
energy needs if the necessary infrastructure was put in place. 
 
14. While highlighting the challenge of addressing the problem of climate change, 
he underscored the need for the African continent to benefit from the European 
experience and further called for the urgent control of factors that contribute to global 
warming. 
 
15. On the EU side, the subject was introduced by the Prime Minister of Malta, 
complemented by the President of the European Commission. In his statement, the 
Prime Minister of Malta noted that Climate Change was one of the common 
challenges the world continued to face and stated that the African continent was 
particularly vulnerable to Climate Change. He called for collective action, including 
massive investment to curb the problems of Climate Change. He further stated that 
any meaningful negotiation on global warming mitigations must involve the two 
regions. He reiterated the EU’s commitment to continue to play its role in addressing 
the problem. 
 
16. After the presentations, the Summit deliberated on the topic and concluded as 
follows: 
 

i)  Energy is a key factor of development for both continents; 
 

ii)  Access to affordable and reliable energy supplies is possible through 
enhanced cooperation between Africa and the EU; 

 
iii)  There is need for the two continents to jointly develop a strategy which 

will help attain environmentally friendly growth and development; and 
 

iv)  Exchange of best practices on renewable energy and climate change 
issues should be enhanced. 

 
3. MDGs, Agriculture and Food Security 

 
17. The topic was introduced by President Jacob Zuma of South Africa, on behalf 
of the African side. In his presentation, he highlighted the importance of the rural 
economy to the majority of African people and underscored the link between 
agricultural development and the MDGs. In this regard, he called for support to the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) Initiative. He 
identified a number of challenges with regard to agriculture and food security, 
including low productivity, poor rural infrastructure, and lack of market access, weak 
institutions and inappropriate policies. He stressed the need for investment in 
agriculture in order to maximize Africa’s potential which would contribute to job 
creation and food security. He called for greater engagement within the framework of 
the Africa-EU Partnership to address these challenges.  
 
18. On the EU side, the topic was introduced by Prime Minister Yves Leterme of 
Belgium. He stressed the significance of addressing the problem of hunger and 
poverty as the first step towards the attainment of MDGs. In this regard, he identified 
agriculture and rural development as key. He stated that development of agriculture 
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would contribute essentially to stimulating growth and impact positively on other 
sectors.  He reiterated Europe’s total commitment to supporting the Partnership 
towards ensuring sustainable growth in the Agriculture and Food Security sector. He 
emphasised the need to focus on improving productivity, profitability and 
sustainability of farming and, in this regard, called for a change of emphasis from 
food assistance to the building of productive capacities. 
 

19. The presentation was followed by interventions from both sides. This led to the 
following conclusions:  

 
i) Within the framework of the MDG Partnership, much could be achieved 

and the cooperation and support of the European Union under the 
Partnership will go a great length in assisting Africa; 

 
ii) Developed countries should honour their commitments made at various 

fora to enable Africa attain the MDGs; 
 

iii) Various African initiatives such as CAADP geared towards addressing 
food security challenges should be supported; 

 
iv) Support should also be given to the development of statistics to facilitate 

MDGs tracking and reporting; 
 

v) The private sector should be encouraged to invest in the agricultural 
sector; and 

 
vi) There is need to enhance cooperation in global governance of 

agriculture. 
 

4. Peace and Security 
 

20. The topic was introduced by President Pal Schmitt of Hungary on the 
European side and complemented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kenya on the 
African side. In both presentations, the speakers underscored the importance of 
Peace and Security as a sine qua non condition for sustainable development. They 
identified peace and security as a common concern and stressed the need to 
enhance cooperation in addressing ongoing conflicts and preventing new ones.  
 
21. The discussions that took place revolved around expressing appreciation to 
the AU and its Partners, in particular the EU, for their contribution in resolving 
conflicts in Africa.  The Summit concluded discussions as follows: 
 

i)  Progress achieved in the partnership on peace and security should be 
built upon during the second phase of implementation; 
 

ii)  The operationalization of the African Peace and Security Architecture 
should be supported; 

 
iii)  There is need to put emphasis on early warning with a view to avoiding 

the eruption of conflicts. 
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African leadership in addressing peace and security challenges in the continent 
should be supported. 
 

5. Governance and Human Rights 
 

22. President Demetris Christofias of Cyprus presented the topic on the European 
side and he was complemented by President Ellen Sirleaf Johnson of Liberia on the 
African side. Both presenters emphasized the need for the respect of human rights 
and the rule of law. They agreed that these were values common to both continents. 
After the various interventions, reports of the Civil Society and the Youth Fora that 
took place on the margins of the Summit were presented.  
 
23. The ensuing debate made a number of observations, including Highlighting 
the importance of the recently launched Governance Platform; and calling for 
addressing the abuse of the principle of universal jurisdiction by the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) and the need for closer cooperation between the AU and the 
EU, in this regard. The conclusions included agreeing that governance and human 
rights are fundamental principles that should be upheld by all and that cooperation 
should be enhanced within the framework of the Governance and Human Rights 
Partnership. 
 

6. Migration, Mobility and Job creation 
 

24. The Summit agreed that the statement by the Leader of the Libyan Jamahiriya 
during the opening ceremony including his proposals on the issue of Migration be 
considered along with other Statements of other African and European Leaders to 
form part of working documents of the Summit.  
 
V. REPORTS OF SIDE EVENTS 
 
25. In the run up to the Summit, a number of side events were held both in Libya 
and beyond. This was an opportunity for direct engagement between the peoples of 
the two continents. The outcomes of three of these events, namely, the Africa-EU 
Business Forum, Civil Society Organizations Forum, and Youth Forum, were 
presented at the Summit.  
 
VI. ADOPTION OF DOCUMENTS  
 
26. The summit adopted the following documents, which are annexed to this 
report: 
 

a) Tripoli Declaration: It highlights the following elements: 
 

i)  Political vision/renewed commitments and new context since the 
Lisbon Summit; 

 
ii)  Specificity of the Africa-EU Partnership; 

 
iii)  Summit themes and their links with the Action Plan (and how to 

ensure better delivery of results); and 
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iv)  Working together to address global challenges, issues of balanced 
representation in international fora and institutions as well as the 
question of improving the effectiveness of global governance. 

 
b) Second Action Plan 2011-2013: This is in three parts:  introductory, 

cross-cutting issues, and thematic part. It builds on the First Action Plan 
and will be implemented during the period 2011-2013.  
 

VII. CLOSING SESSION 
 
27. In their concluding remarks, both Co-Chairs: 
 

i) Emphasized the need to follow-up on the outcome documents and 
translate them into action; 
 

ii) Recognized the fact that the exchanges were vital in strengthening the 
Africa-EU Strategic Partnership and that the numerous challenges 
could be addressed by working together;  

 
iii) Further recognized the fact that what was required was political will and 

in this regard, called on all actors to participate in the implementation of 
the Action Plan 2011-2013; and 

 
iv) Highlighted the determination on both sides in meeting the aspirations 

of their peoples. 
 
28.   President Ellen Sirleaf Johnson expressed a final word of thanks to the Libyan 
Leader and the People of the Libyan Jamahiriya for their generous hospitality. She 
further thanked all delegations for their participation and declared the 3rd Africa-EU 
Summit closed.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

a) Follow-up mechanism 
 
29. Thirteen chefs de file countries (including Morocco) concentrating on different 
thematic areas have been part of the mechanism for follow-up. The Follow-up 
Committee, made up mainly of the same countries, has been reporting directly to the 
PRC until July 2009 when a Summit Decision required the Committee to report to 
the PRC through the Multilateral Cooperation Sub-Committee. In the previous 
arrangement, Member States that were not part of the Follow-up Committee 
expressed concern that they were not adequately involved in the Africa-EU Dialogue 
process. The new arrangement carries the risk of making the process too heavy and 
bureaucratic. 

 
Recommendation 1: In view of the foregoing, it is recommended that the Follow-up 
Committee be maintained. However, a system of rotation should be introduced within 
its members and the Chefs de file, giving a chance to all Member States to 
participate directly at some point in time. 
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b) Troika representation 
 
30. In the period between the Summits, the dialogue between Africa and the EU is 
maintained through regular meetings of Senior Officials and Ministers. These 
meetings have been held in Troika format, whereby each side is represented by a 
smaller number of representatives who are mandated to speak on behalf of Africa 
and the EU respectively. Until the coming into force of the Lisbon Treaty, the Troika 
on the EU side used to consist of the current and incoming EU Presidency, the 
European Commission and the EU Council Secretariat. Now, the Troika system has 
been disbanded by the EU. All representation at Ministerial level is by the High 
Representative for Foreign and Security Policy. On the African side, the Troika 
consists of the current and outgoing Presidencies of the AU and the AU Commission, 
expanded to include chefs de file countries at the expert and senior official levels. 

 
Recommendation 2: It is recommended that five countries (one per region), the 
country chairing the African Union and the Commission represent the African side at 
Experts and Senior Officials levels while at ministerial level, the Union should be 
represented by the country chairing the Union and AU Commissioners for Economic 
Affairs and Peace and Security. 
 

c) Financial resources 
 
31. The successful implementation of the second and successive Action Plans is 
largely dependent on the extent to which the financing problem is addressed. Lack of 
a dedicated financing instrument partly contributed to r the slow pace of 
implementation of the First Action Plan. 
 
Recommendation 3: It is recommended that Member States support the AU 
Commission’s proposal for the setting up of an African Integration Facility, based on 
the model of the Peace Facility, whereby part of the resources earmarked for national 
and regional indicative programmes are diverted into a fund to finance continental 
initiatives. 
 

d) Human Resources 
 

32. The capacity of Joint Experts Groups (JEGs) to defend Africa’s interest within 
the framework of the Partnership is crucial for the attainment of tangible results. The 
experience in the past has been that the JEGs failed to deliver due to human 
resource constraints. 
 
Recommendation 4: It is recommended that Member States make available well 
qualified experts to participate in the work of the JEGs. 
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