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Background1
The idea of developing a Panafrican Master's and PhD program in African

Languages and Applied Linguistics stemmed from discussions among a network of
African language scholars on the "intellectualization" of African languages, that is,
the gradual use of these languages in secondary and tertiary education as well as in
other high-status functions. These discussions evolved into what is now the project
for "Implementing the Language Plan of Action for Africa" (ILPAA)2, which was
adopted in Yaounde, Cameroon, in February 2004. ACALAN is the African Union's
technical institution charged with coordinating and assisting member states with the
development and implementation of language policy and language-related programs
on the continent3.

The aim of PAMAPAL is to train qualified linguists, language professionals,
educators and otherpractitioners to become specialized in African languages and the
application of relevant linguistic theory in the resolution of the issues and challenges
that arise in the implementation of status, corpus and acquisition planning connected
with the intellectualization project. In this regard, we are especially concerned about
the facilitation and establishment of mother tongue-based bi/multilingual educational
systems on the continent. As in most other regions of the world, African culture in
general and African languages in particular are also threatened by the current trend of
globalization, manifested in, among other phenomena, the global hegemony of
English. The role of African universities in this context is to ensure that the languages
of the people are appropriately positioned in all domains of life. If African languages
are to be strengthened in order to be one of the decisive features of the African
renaissance and of the "African century" (with all that this implies in social,
economic and political terms), a dedicated, competent corps of language
professionals has to be created and consolidated in the course of the next ten years,
more or less.

In the sections that follow, the form and content of the program and all
essential features of its delivery are described in detail.

Description of the program
PAMAPAL is envisioned at the Masters4 and the PhD levels. The MA program

will comprise two parts, viz. the course work and the thesis. The course work
component will consist of a compulsory core course that constitutes 40% of the total

The evolution ofcolonial and post-colonial language policy and practice in the different regions ofAfrica has been the
subject ofnumerous detailed scholarly reports and studies. For reasons of space, this knowledge is taken as given here.
For recent studies ofthese issues, see, among others, Bamgbose 2002 and Laitin
Abriefdescription ofILPAA is given in Alexander 2004. This is asuccinct history ofACALAN and its related

activities inthe context of the African Renaissance.. See Appendix 2.
The statutes (constitution) ofACALAN are appended. See Appendix 1.

4Depending on the context, the actual degree may be conferred as an MA, MPhil, MEd or even MSc.



course, and several electives. Candidates will be required to complete two of these
successfully. Students will be required to complete the programwithin 24 months.

It is envisaged that the MA program will formally begin in the fall of 2006
(October) while the PhD program will be inaugurated in 2007/08. Initially, only
students who are graduates of the corresponding MA program will be enrolled in this
PhD program.

PAMAPAL is professionally oriented and geared towards specialization in
various sub-disciplines ofApplied Linguistics in relation to African languages.

Compulsory Core Course (3 modules = 40 % of total)
1. Introduction to Linguistics and Applied Language Studies (25% of total =

62.5% of core course)
2. History and classification of language in Africa (5% of total = 12.5% of core

course)
3. Sociology of Language and Language Planning (10% of total = 25% of core

course)

Example of Module 3: Sociology of Language and Language Planning
Course overview: This course will focus on the relationship between language and
society, and will cover macro-level features of language policy and language (status,
corpus, acquisition) planning. These aspects of language planning will also be
explored at implementation level in other modules.
1. Language and power, including the role of language in the economy
2. Language, culture and identity
3. Language, ethnicity, racism and sexism, with special reference to African

examples
4. Language policy and social change, including the study of language attitudes
5. Language, culture and curriculum change
6. "Intellectualising" African languages
7. Indigenous knowledge systems and their critique

Electives (60% of total)
1. Language in education 6. Human Language Technology
2. Literacy studies 7. Computational Linguistics
3. Translation and Interpreting 8. Materials development
4. Terminology and Terminography 9. Language in the media
5. Lexicography 10. Sign language(s)














