CONSTITUTION
of the
ASBSOCIATION
of

AFRICAN TRADE PROMOTION
ORGANIZATIONS



PREAMBLE
The Governments on whose behalf this Constitution is signed:

1e Being aware of the significant role that African trade promotion
organizations have to play in the economic development of the region;

Za Having regard to the advantage for the region to be derived irom
the effective and continuous exchange of information and co-ordination
of activities in the field of trade promotion especially as regards
intra-African trade:

3. Recognizing that the creation of an Association of African Trade
Promotion Organizations for the study, discussion and promotion of
African trade matters would bast serve these purposes;

lave agreed as folloust

ARTICLE T

Establishment of the Association

1. The Ass ation of African Trade Promotion Orcanizations (AATPO)
(herecinafter referred to as "the Association") is herchy eztablished
and shall operate and be governed according to the provisions of this
constitution.

2e The Association shall operate under the aegis of the Organization
of African Unity and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa.

ARTICLE TI

Objectives and Functions

1. The main objectives of the Association shall be to foster contact
and regular flow of information and communication between African
countries in trade matters and to assist in the harmonization of the
commercial policies of African countries in order to promote intra-
African trade,

2o The Association shall serve as an instrument for the promotion
of trade.market research and export-oriented investments particularly
within Africa.

3e For the purposes set out in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article
the Association shall:
(a) provide for meetings of the Association and its organs;

(b) assist member States to establish national trade promotion
orcanizations or associations;
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(a)
(e)

(2)

(n)
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assist member States in the strengthening of their
existing trade promotion orranizaticns or association:

promote the exchange of ideas and experiencs in trade
promotion generally and intra—African trade in particular;

advise member States in the formulation of trade peolicies
conducive to trade exchanges and increased intra-African
trade:

make rccommendations to member States on various aspectis

of African trade;

assist in organizing sub-regional trade inforration centres
for the dicsermination of trade information among wmember
States;

arrange contacts and orranize meetings for African
businessmen concerned with intra—African ftrade and its
various aspects; and

do all such other things as would enable the Association to
achieve its objectives,.

ARTICLE TIT

Membership

1. Lembershin of the Asszociation =hall be open to all African States
which are members of the Orpanization of African Unity and the United
Natims Economic Commission for Africa,.

2a For the purposes of this Constitution, a member State may designate

from within its territory, the national association or organization
concerned with trade promoticn by which it shall be represented, to
exercise the powers of a member State prescribed in paragranh 1 of
Article VIT,taking into account the desirability of ensuring the
development of intra~African trade,

3. Membership of the Association shall be accuiroed in accordance wit
the provisions of Article XV of this Constitution.

ARTICLE TV

Obligations of member States

1 1 Member States zha
Association in achievi

(a)
()
(c)

11 co-operate in every possible way to assist th
ne its objectivess They shall in particular:

facilitate the collection, exchangez and dissemination of
information;

gubrit all necessary reportes and information to the
competent organs of the Association:

I

o

make available training and research facilities on such terms

and conditionz as may from timec to time be agreced with the
anpropriate organ of the Association:



(d) make available personnel on such conditions as may be
agreed with the anpropriate organ of the Association;
and

e General
¢ determined

(e) pay their annual contributions as assessed by t
Assembly and such special contributions as may
by the General Assembly.

ARTICLE V

Status, structurc and organization of the Association

le To enable it to achicve its purposes and to perform its functions,
the Association shall in accordance with the laws of the country wherc
its headguarters is established, seek and acquire legal capacity to
acquire, hold, manage and dispose of land and other pronerty, enter
into contracts, accent and make loans, grants, gifts and contributions,
and to sue and be sued.

2 The organs of the Association shall be:

(a)

(b) the Sub-regional Conferences;

rt

he General Assembly and its Bureau:
(¢) the Secrectariat;

{d) +the National Associations; and

(2) such other bodies as are established by the General
Assembly and the Sub-regional Conferencese.

ARTICLE VI

Facilities, immunities and privileges

1. The Government of the State in whose territory the Headcuarters of
the Association shall be situated shall grant to the Association,
privileges and immunities accorded to the Organization of African Unity
or the United Nations. Furthermore, it shall grant to the officials of
the Secretariat the same immunities and privileges as are accorded to
the Organization of African Unity or the United Nations officials of
comparable rank,

ARTICLE VIT

The General Assembly

1. The General Assembly chall consist of the representatives of all
member States; provided however that ecach member State shall have only
one vote at the meetings of the General Assembly,

2. The General Assembly chall meet once in two years in regular session
and emergency sessions may be convened in accordance with rules made by
the General Assembly,



3e The General Assembly shall elect from amongst its members, a
President, two Vice—Presidents and a Rapporteur who shall also
together form the Bureau of the General Assembly.

!+ The General Assembly chall:

(a) determine the general policies of the Association;

(b) determine the contributions of memwber States in respect
of the expenditure involved in the running of the affairs
of the Association and its subsidiary bodies:

(¢) consider and approve the annual reports on the activities
of the Association and the accounts of the Association;

(d) consider and approve the draft programme of work and the
draft budget of the Asscciation;

(¢) determine the conditions of admission of associate members
and observers of the Association; and

(f) congider and adopt rules and general directions governing
a

the activities of the Acsociation and its subsidiary
bodiese
He The General Assewbly may establish such subsidiary organs that it

deems necessary and may delegate any of its functions to an orcan of
the Association.

De Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the General Assembly
shall prescribe its own rules of procedure including those for convening
its meetings, the conduct of such meetings, and the quorum and voting
thereat and for the diszsemination of the report of its meetings.

Te The Bureau of the General Assembly shall under the direction of the
Presidents:

(a) consider the annual reports on the activities of the
Association and the accounts of the Association and
cubrit them to the CGeneral Assembly for approval;

(b) consider the draft programme of work and the draft
budget of the Association and submit them to the
General Assembly for approval;

(¢) consult with the Seecretariat on actions that may be
undertaken by the Association or ifs organs in
furtherance of the cbjectives of the Association; and

(d) within the limits of the programme of work and the
budget of the Association, review, direct and co-ordinate
the activities of the orsans of the Ascociation.




ARTICLE VTII

Sub-regional Conferences

14 A sub-regional conference shall consist of the representatives
of +he member States within a sub-region of Africa as defined by the
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa.

Pow A sub-rerional confercnce shall among other things:

(a) oversee the implementation of the decisions and
nolicies of the General Asserbly concerning its
sub-rerion:

(b) be responsible for the obtaining and dissemination of
commercial intelligence concerning the trade of the
mewber State of its sub-region;

(¢) take decisions on matters concerning its sub-rerion and
member States of its sub-region which are not inconsistent
with the decisions and policies of the General Assembly;

(d) establish such subsidiary bodies as it deems necessary
for the carrying out of its functions: and

(e) have such other functions and responsibilities as may
be determined or delegated to it by the General
Assembly.

. A sub-rerional conference shall elect its officers and prescribe
te own rules of procedur=; provided however that cach member State
of a Sub-recional Conference shall have only one vote at a mecting of
a Sub-rariocnal Conference,

3
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ARTICLE TX

The Secrctarict

1, The General Aszembly shall establich a permanent Secretariat of
the Acsociation within a maximum period of eightecen months from the
date of ite first meeting and prescribs its functions. The
Secretariat of the Association, when established, shall have such
other functions and responsibilities as the Bureau of the General
Assembly way determine,

2, The Secretariat shall be headed by a Secretary—-General assisted
by such other officials as may be determined by the General Assembly.
Until such a Secretariat is established, the Africa Trade Centre of
the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and the Secretariat
of the Organization of African Unity shall jointly constitute the
Secretariat of the Association.
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ARTICLE X

National associations

1, A national association shall be organized on a broad basis in each
mermber State and shall be the organ of the Association through which the
services and other activities of the Association relating to the member
State shall be considered, channelled and co—ordinated.

2 A national association shall also act as the centre for information
about the activities of the Association in a member State and shall have
such other functions as the General Assembly may determine.

ARTICLE X

Amendments

1L, Thie Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority of all
members of the Association. Member States who are not represented at
such a meeting may signify their votes in writing or by proxy; provided
however that this Constitution may not be amended unless a written notice
of a proposed amendment shall have first been given to all the member
States at least three months before the meeting of the General Assembly
at which such a proposed amendment is to be considered.

ARTICLE XIT

Suspension, withdrawal, and cessation of membership

1, Any member State which persistently fails to fulfil any of its
obligations under this Constitution may be suspended {rom membership
of the Association by the General Assembly on such terms as the
General Assembly may determine., However, such State's rights and
privileges may be restored upon fulfilment of its obligations.

2e Any member State may withdraw from the Association after the
expiration of one year from the date on which it acquired membership
of the Association by giving a written notice of its withdrawal

to the President of the General Assembly who shall forthwith inform
all members of the Association and the Secretariat of the receipt of
cuch notice of withdrawal and shall transmit the originals of such
notice of withdrawal to the Administrative Secretary-General of the
Organization of African Unity.

Je Withdrawal from the Association shall become effective one year
from the date of reccipt by the President of the General Assembly of
a notice of withdrawal. Provided that during the period of such one
year a member State withdrawing {rom the Association chall nevertheless
remain liable for the discharge of its obligations incurred under the
provisions of this Constitution.
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Le Any member State which Tails without recasonable cause to fulfil
its obligations incurred under the provisions of Article IV of this
Constitution within two years from the time when such obligations
cshould have been fulfilled, shall ipso facto cease to be a member
State at the end of such two years., However, such State's membership
in the Association may be reconsidered by the General Assembly upon
receipt of the State's application.

ARTTICLE XTIT

Arbitration
1. Any dizpute arising between member States concerning the
provisions of this Constitution shall be settled in accordance with

this Article.

2 The General Assembly shall appoint an ad hoc committee to solve
this problem,

ARTICLE XTIV

Dissolution of the Association

1l The Association may be dissolved by a resolution to that affect
adopted by a two-thirds majority of all member States of the
Association.,

2a The General Assembly shall appoint a Committee for the purpose
of liquidating the assets and/or liabilities of the Association in
a manner ac may be decided by the General Assembly.

ARTICLE XV

Final Provisions

1. This Constitution shall be open for signature by all member
States referred to in Article IIT of this Constitution until

31 December 197/, at the Headquarters of the Organization of African
Unitye Two original copies in both English and French shall be
deposited with the Administrative Secretary-General of the
Orcanization of African Unitye.

24 This Constitution may be subject to ratification by Governments
of signatory States in accordance with the laws of such States. The
Instruments of tatification or Accession chall be deposited with the
Administrative Secretary-General of the Orranization of African Unity.
3 This Constitution shall provisionally cere into {orece upon
signature by itwelve States and shall formally come into force upon
ratification or approval by twelve States signatory to this
Constitution. After the expiry of the period stipulated in paragraph
1 of this Article, any State referred to in Article IIT of this
Constitution may ace=de to this Constitution upon acceptance of the
provisions of this Constitution,
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v, he The Administrative Sceretary—General of the Orcanization of

/ African Unity shall transmit copies of this Constitution, Instrument
of Ratification or Accession to all member States and to the Executive
Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa.

TN WITNEESES HEREOF the undersigned being authorized by their
respective Governwents have signed this Constitution on the dates
appearing under their signatures.

Vv DONE at Addis Ababa this Eighteenth day of January Nineteen

Hundred and Seventy—Iocur in two original copies in the English and
French languages both of which are ecually authentice

MM@&

Signed bys Nabil Ali Sadek
For the Governrent of E-ypt

Demeke Zewolde
For thc Iwperial Ethiopian Government

ti- Laccruche—Alihanga
For the Governnent of Gabon

John Karau locoki
For the Govarnment of the Hepublic
of Kenya

_/__/ 7 j )

d Bouchaara Tahar
FTor the Kinsdom of Morocco
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