








The transformation of the Organization of Afri

the landmark moment. The African Union strategic pian tor 2004-200/ set out five ‘priority programmes.
The second programme is to ‘actively involve African citizens at large and members of the Diaspora in the
process of building continental integration. Accordingly African people are expected to drive the agenda
of the Union to bring about integration of African people and not just Heads of States and Governments,
To this end, different stakeholders mainly African based CSOs, have been organizing consultation meetin=-
at various levels with the idea of informing the people of Africa about the current process including theu
voices within the decision making bodies of the African Union. However, there is still a lack of coordination
and missed opportunities for working on the AU especially around the bi-annual Summits.

Due to this fact on March and November 2007, two training workshops on the AU and two bi-annual
continental conferences were organized in Ghana and Ethiopia ahead of the June and January African
Union Summits. These workshops successfully built the capacity of both Ghanaian and Ethiopian NGOs to
engage the AU and to also participate in the Ordinary Summits.

Recognizing this potential of enhanced AU-CSO engagement, the Centre for Citizens’ Participation in the
African Union (CCP-AU) was established at the end of the training workshop in Ethiopia. The CCP-AU is an
informal platform committed to the actualization of a people-centred African Union, and aspires to broade -
and strengthen opportunities for substantive engagement between CSOs and the AU. The CCP-AU and i
founding organizations have contributed to the continental conferences and CSOs training workshog
The most recent and promising events that the CCP-AU organized were the CSO Training Workshop fro
May 24-25 in Cairo, Egypt and the Third Citizens’ Continental Conference on the 11th AU Summit, whic
took place in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, from June 22-23, 2008.

The present report focuses on that conference. Any reader of this report will not be able to deny tt
stunning breadth of topics that was covered during the conference. Such breadth is proof positive th.
African Civil Society is indeed grounded in and concerned about numerous issues of vital importance 1
the African project. Far from being a potted plant on the wane, African Civil Society is an emerging force |
the conduct of African affairs. The people-driven expertise along with the civic courage that are inherent 1
civil society lie at the bedrock of the creation of a truly people-centred African Union. Our hope is that ¢
readers will be exposed to and acknowledge the tremendous potentialities that lie in the field of AU-CSC
engagement.

The Centre For Citizens’ Participation in the African Union









to the Egyptian government and inviting them to be a part of the event. He praised the initiative of the
Centre for organizing an independent forum for African citizens to constructively input into the upcoming
AU Summit. He went on to note that Egypt was keen to work with and facilitate the engagement of civil
society. He pointed out that Egypt was a founding member of the OAU and now the AU, as well as a strong
supporter of all AU initiatives. In addition, Egypt is the host of several African conferences, be they political
or cultural. With regards to the upcoming Summit, H.E. Ambassador Nasser relayed that Egypt has proposed
three agenda items, namely Afro-Arab cooperation, UN-AU cooperation, and Agricultural development. He
concluded his address by urging civil society to continue their side meetings ahead of the AU Summit.

The first presenter, Mr. Osama Abdel-Khutek, Counselor; Egyptian Mission to the African Union, started his
talk by expressing his delight to be present at the Continental Conference. He characterized diplomats as
two types; those that fear building bridges with civil society and those that are open and willing to engage
with civil society. In turn, he also grouped civil society into two; those living in a bubble and those having a
tangible effect on the ground. He emphasized that he was the first type of diplomat and that his presence
was out of respect for those civil society organizations having a concrete affect on the ground. He noted
that Egypt is a top five contributor to the AU, as well as being a member of the Peace and Security Council.
With regards to the Summit, he noted the importance of the current theme- meeting the Millennium
Development Goals on water and sanitation. He presented a number of statistics highlighting the immense
efforts required to make these goals a reality, including the 200 million Africans lacking adequate water
supply, 3.8% of current water resources as well managed and properly utilized, and a forecast that at current
rates the MDGs will be met six decades late. Meeting the water and sanitation needs of Africa was central
not only in relation to meeting the basic rights of the African people, but also to agricultural development
and public health. Thus this Summit was a unique opportunity to resolve many issues, in recognition of the
flow on benefits from improved access to water and sanitation. It would serve as the impetus for member
states to redouble their commitments to water and sanitation targets through concrete plans of actions,
including prioritization of water and sanitation in national development policies, as well at the regional
and sub-regional levels. He gave particular emphasis to the need to develop continental mechanisms
for managing trans-boundary resources such as water and coordinating various efforts. In addition he
highlighted the need for Africa-appropriate, cost-effective technology in this endeavor. He went on to note
that the impact of climate change on efforts towards enhanced access to water and sanitation necessitates
mitigation and adaptation plans. Efforts would inevitably require adequate financing, and the international
attention on the AU Summit provided an opportune avenue to mobilize finances internationally as well
as domestically. He concluded his speech by outlining the other issues to be dealt on the Summit agenda
including the Audit of the AU and Peace and Security situation in Africa.

Mr. Krysantus Ayangafac, Senior Researcher; Institute for Security Studies, started his presentation on
the AU Audit with a confession of his pessimism about the whole process. He traced the history of the
Audit, and situated it in the context of broader moves towards integration, its principal objective being
making recommendations to strengthen the efficiency and effectiveness of current AU institutions as












VIUVITIY U LO TNE TECENT XenopNOoDIC attacks and unrest in South Africa, Mr. Bayo Akinlade, Africa Liaison;
Advocates International, started by relaying a conversation with a South African colleague. In discussing
the attacks and international concern, the colleague asked, “Is there a peace and security issue in South
Africa?” which he was unable to answer with certainty. He went on to note that it was difficult to put a
finger on the current problem in South Africa; it amounted to more than people perpetrating violence
against foreigners. For several years in South Africa, the media had been reporting the escalation in crime
as connected to, if not attributable, to the influx of Zimbabweans into the country due to economic and
political woes. Unemployment was rampant, and there was a perception that foreigners were taking jobs
and starting their own businesses. The youth especially did not understand events outside theirimmediate
environment and were pressured by economic inequality. The government was in turn battled with the
need for skills development and improved service delivery, in addition to the burden of a downturn in
the global economy. Zimbabweans constituted the largest group of foreigners and South Africans were
beginning to feel the pressure of their presence. All these elements, including an immigration policy that
failed to adequately process and integrate refugees into society, contributed to the xenophobic attacks. He
questioned whether these attacks were the beginning of the end, and the disintegration of South Africa
into civil unrest. He concluded by outlining a number of recommendations, including but not limited to
educational and economic reform. With regards to educational reform, he highlighted the need to provide
equal and accessible education for those in the townships like the privileged. The educational system

ould also incorporate African history, giving South Africans a sense of the role other African countries
played in ending apartheid and inculcating them with a sentiment of their place in the wider continent.
Economic reform needs to tackle unemployment and the continued inequitable distribution of wealth.
Lastly, he underscored the importance of South Africa’s apologies to the victims of the attacks.

Mr. Allioune Tine, Secretary General; Rencontre Africaine Des Droits de 'Homme (RADDHO), looked at the
security situation in West Africa in the next presentation. He seconded what the previous speaker outlined
on elections as processes threatening peace and security in Africa. Indeed, all West African elections have
been regularly contested except in the case of Ghana. In Cote D'lvoire, the electoral commission is flawed,
Guinea is a‘time bomb, mal-governance in Gambia is evident from the severe oppression of journalists and
civil society, and the treaty on governance signed in Dakar, Senegal is not respected or adhered to. The case
of Mali- is a rare one, where the president has exerted tremendous efforts in maintaining calm, otherwise
there is a clear democratic, governance, and leadership crisis in Africa. In this case, he provoked “what is
the use of elections in Africa?” Elections require trust and goaod faith, and the ability to accept defeat and
handover power peacefully. Howéver, the evidence has shown that this has rarely happened. The issue of
bad governance has spilled over into insecurity, conflict, and underdevelopment. He noted the dangerous
trend of illegal migration to Europe as a consequence. indeed, the slogan among youth in West Africa is“Go
to Barcelona or die” He underscored the need for the AU to take leadership on the good governance and
democratization agenda. The AU should moreover “throw out the rotten potato from the bag’, censuring
those members states that do not demonstrate adherence to democratic and good governance norms.

The final presentation, on the conflict situation in Somalia, was given by Mr. Desire Assogbavi, Pan-Africa
Senior Policy Analyst; Oxfam Liaison Office with the African Union. He stated that the situation in Somalia
was a shame for Africa. Over one million Somalis are displaced with 2.6 million in need of humanitarian
























e emphasized the need for the CSO coalition to broaden

1e converted’, and building linkages with partners in Latin

to greater information and often enjoy greater acceptability

)ciety to use the current coalition around the EPA to address

za trade. In addition, she noted the importance of utilizing
and leveraging the policy space created as a result of lobbying around the EPAs. Ms. Nganga, finished her
presentation by outlining her dream and vision for Africa-“that one day, we would all trade as Africans,
reliant on ourselves, and trading on what we want rather than what others say we want”.

The second presentation of the session given by Ms. Bibiane Mbaye, ActionAid, focused on the food
crises and women as agricultural producers. The presentation started with a short documentary which
gave an overview of the food crises and the difficulties women face in accessing land and other agricultural
inputs. Even though women are the primary actors in rural life, they are faced with immense challenges in
providing for their families. Indeed over 80 percent of food is produced by women and yet in the face of
this overwhelming contribution to agricultural productivity, the quality of their lives remains fow. Women
control less than five percent of the land and represent over 60 percent of those suffering from hunger. This
lack of control and ownership over land means that despite being producers, women have little or no say
over the sale and benefits of their produce. Furthermore, land ownership is a basis for livelihood, status,
and often legitimacy of citizenship. The film traced some of the factors leading to women'’s poor access to
land ownership. Cultural beliefs which hold that men are owners of land and the decision makers, as well
as discriminatory traditions against widow inheritance all contribute to the insecurity of land tenure that
women face. While challenges to food security may come from ‘within’ while husbands are alive, women
are threatened by displacement by male members of the community upon the death of their husbands
and are reliant on the goodwill of traditional mechanisms, which are often skewed in favor of males for
recourse.

National laws are often silent or soft on issues of land ownership and even where there has been legislative
reform recognizing equal ownership of land and access to productive inputs; there have been immense
challenges to implementation. Authorities are often slow or unwilling to uphold women’s rights, and
violations are often ignored, allowing men to act with impunity. Moreover, high levels of illiteracy mean
that women are also overwhelmingly unaware of their own rights. Despite this legal disempowerment,
the film noted that in some countries, women had resorted to securing land through collective action
outside of traditional mechanisms. The film concluded with the firm conclusion that women’s access to
land, continuity of ownership and ability to fully exploit the land needs to be protected and guaranteed.
This necessitates that governments work to apply already existing human rights provisions, the adoption of
equal rights and corresponding legislative reform, reform of the agrarian systems, and finally the allocation
of adequate resources for implementation. Following on from the film, Ms. Viviane highlighted the inter-
linkages between issues of land, agriculture, and the EPAs. As the majority of producers, and often on a
small scale, women are likely to be disproportionately affected by trade liberalization, and it is imperative
that governments work to protect such producers. Moreover, as a cross cutting issue across the continent,
access to land and agricultural inputs, in particular that of women, calls for an AU continental policy. She
finished her presentation with a reiteration on the need for women to gain better access to finances and
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Sharm El Sheikh, Addis Ababa June 27- African Civil Society expressed their positions on the Key issues
of the 11™ African Union Summit Agenda, in Sharm El Sheikh. During a press conference today CSOs’
representatives launched a declaration with forty-three recommendations covering all pressing issues of
Africa.

Talking about the situation in Zimbabwe, Mr. Allioune Tine, Secretary General of RADDHO said, “The election
situation in Zimbabwe is unacceptable. What is the point of having elections in Africa, if it will always end
up by power a sharing system? The Kenyan example should not be a model for Africa.”

“We are calling the African Union for animmediate prioritization and action on the audit recommendations.”
said Ms. Yemisrach Kebede, Director of the CCP-AU. “We urge our leaders to speed up the process of free
movement for African Citizens. This is a fundamental prerequisite to making the union government a
reality”, she added.

On the issue of food crisis in Africa, CSOs urge that African member states put in place strong short-term
measures to mitigate the impact of rising food prices and the global crisis ensuing from it.

In her recommendation regarding the merging the African Court of Justice and Human Rights, Mrs. Osai
Ojigho, Programme Officer for Alliances for African Secretariat-CEAC said,” It is not acceptable that the new
merged court isn't open to the actual victims of human right abuse. We urge our leaders to open up access
to the court to citizens and CSOs.

Mr. Allioune Tine, Secretary General of RADDHO (French and English):

Tel: 4201 6997 02 73

Ms. Yemisrach Kebede, Director of CCP-AU (French and English):

Tel: +201 63416487

Mrs. Osai Ojigho, Programme Officer for Alliances for African Secretariat CEAC
Tel: +234 8033949983
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