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;f PREAMBLE

The Member States of the Afncan Unron ¢

Consrderlng'that the Constrtutlve Act of the Afnwn Unlon recognizes
- that freedom, equality, justice, peace and dignity are esseritial objectives for
the achievement of the legibmate asplratnon of the African peoples, e

Further Consrdenng that Article 3 of the sald Constltutlve Act enjoins
. Member States to coordrnate and rntensrfy thelir coopération, umty, coheslon _
-f;and eﬂ’orts to achieve a better life for the peoples of Afrlm, :

Cogmzant of the fact that the Constitutive Act of the African Union,'
' /nter alia, calls for the need to promote and protect human and. peoples’
_ ::'rights consolidate democratic institutions and foster a culture of democracy
' and ensure good governance and the rule of law; - e

e Ai.ﬂ}'-'lf.‘ s

Aware of the need to respect human drgnlty and to foster the
' promotion of economic, social, and - polrtml nghls in conformrty wrth the.
'provrsmns of the African Charter on Human and Peoples Righls -and* other'“

. relevant human rights instruments; :




Beanng in mlnd the 1990 Declaratlon on the Fundamental Changes

.Talong Place in the Woild and their Impllcatlons for Africa, the 1994 Calro
. .iAgenda for Action Relaunching Africa’s Socio-economic Transfon'natlon, and

: .-the Plan- of Action -Against Impunity adopted by the Ninéteenth. Ordmary-

‘ '.-':"f-'"SeSSmn of thie African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights in 1996 &s’
.. subisedquently eéndorsed by the Sixty. fourth Ordinary Sessioh of the Countil of

" Ministers. held in Yaoiride, Cameroon in 1996 which, among othérs, underiined

"~ “the need to observe principles of good govemance, the primacy of law, hUman |

. rights, democratization and popular partlcrpatlon by the Afncan peoples In the'
-processes of governance. :

T - Conicerned about, thé negatlve effects of corruptlon and lmpunlty on'.
" " the politicai, économic, social and cultural stability of African States and- its

devastating effects on the economic and social development of the Afrlcan
peoples, : e

, Acknowledglng that corruptlon undermlnes accountablhty and |
"'..’.transparency in-the management of ‘public affairs as well as socio-economlc'
' development on the continent : -

, Reoognizlng the need to address the root causes of corruptron on. theA
' .contlnent A

- Convinced of the need to fon'nulate and. pursue, as a matter of pnonty,
*. '@ common penal policy aimed- at protecting the society against’ corruption,
R ‘including the adoptlon of approprlate Ieglslatlve and adequate preventlve
'-_'.measures, : .




‘J.

HaVe agreedasfollows P C '. R ]

setbng up of a coordinated mechanism to combat corrupbon eﬂ"ectrvely

1. Forthe porposes of this Convention; _

Determmed to burId partnerships between governments and all'

, ;."_:_segments of. civil socrety, in particular, women, youth, medra and the prrvate~
sector in order to f ght the scourge of corruptron, [ T S R

......

Reallmg resolistion AHG-Dec 126(X0KXIV) adopted by the Thlrty-foUrth"_

o Ordrnary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government in june
T':L1998 in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, requesting the Secretary General to.

" convene, in cooperation with the Afiican Commission on Humian and Peoples "

: ‘Rrghts a high ‘level meeting -of experts to consrder ways and means of

‘rémioving obstacles to the enjoyment of economrc, social and cultural rrghts .
including. the fight against corruption and rmpumty and propose appropnate '
legrslative and other measures; : : AR

Furﬂter Recaliing the decision of the 37* ordrnary session of the:
Assembly” of Heads of State and Governmient of the OAU held in: Lusaka; <
Zambra, in July 2001 as well as the Declaration adopted by the first sessibn of
the Assembly of the Union held in Durban, South Africa in July 2002 relatingf

. Article 1
‘Definitions .

“Chalrperson of the Commrssmn means Charrperson of the Commrssron

of the African Union; . -




e

- _“Conf' scatlon means any penalty 0r feasure resultlng ina F naI depnvation
. of property, proceeds or instrumentalities ordered by a_court of law followung_
- -'proceediigs in refation to a criminal offence or offences connected W|th or
& reiated to con‘uption, ~

,“CorrIthion ‘means the acts ‘and practlces mciudnng related offences
L proscnbed In this’ Convention, : :

'i,j“court of l.aw" means a.cburt duly estabiished by a domestic Iaw, _
:“Executlve Council" means the Executive Council of, the Afncan Union’

A -"IIIIClt ennchment" ‘medns the’ significant increase in the assets of a pubilc‘
; ofﬁcial of any other- person which he or she cannot reasonabiy expiain in

. reiaﬁon to his’ or her income

“Private Sector” means the sector of a’ national economy under pnvate g

- -~ ownership in” which the allocation of productive resources is controlled by'f

A market forces, rather than public authorities and-other sectors of the economy"~
" ot under the public sector or govemment ' ,
. “Proceeds of Corruptioii” means assets of- any kind corporeai or'g
incorporeal movable or immovable, tangible or intanglble and. any: document’.,
" or legal instrument evidencing titie to or interests if’ such assets vauired as a
result of an act of corruptlon, ) .

“Public off‘ cial” means$ any ofF ciai or empioyee of the State or its agenaes'
*induding those who have been selected, appointed ‘o elected: to- perform -
. activities or functions in the name of.the State or in the service.of the State at

.any level of its hierarchy;




b “Requested State Party means a State Party requested to extradlte oF to
. provide assistance under thls Conventlon, ' : . ..

,“Requestlng Staté Party means a State Party makmg a request for
“extradition or assistatice In termns of this Conventlon,

“State Party” means any Member State of the Afncan Umon whlch has
o ratified or acceded to this Conventlon and has .deposited its mstruments of
.~ ratification of-accession with the Chalrperson of the Commussnon of the Afnmn
'Unlon N :

- ’ 2 | In this Convention, the singular shall include the plural and vice versa .". -
| Aetide . . S A
" . Objectives
| . The objectiyes of this Convention are to:
-'1.‘-.. -_.Promote and strengthen the development in Afnca by each State Party,'-

of - mechanismis Trequired to prevent, detect, pumsh and eradncate
_ corruptlon and related oﬂ"ences in the pubhc and prlvate sectors

i _ 2 . Promote, facilltate and regulate cooperation among the State Partles to
: ensure the effectiveness of measures .and actions to ‘prevent, detect |
punlsh and eradlcate coriuption and related offences in Afnca N B o '

3. Coordlnate and "harmonize the pO'ICIBS and- leglslation between State'

Parties for the purposes of . prevention, detection, pumshment and -
eradlcatlon of corruptlon on the continent. :




..Promote socro-economlc development by remov:ng obstacles to ‘the
_enjoyrnent of. econbmlc, social and cuItUral righls as weII as crvrl and.‘.
’ polltlcal rlghts - . e :

\-.1-'

'."“-'Establlsh the neceGSary condltrons to foster tranSparency and_
g accountablllty in'the management of public affalrs .

Attides o T T
Principles R

" The State Parhes to thns Conventnon undertake to abide by the followmg

pl’lnClpIES'
1. . ReSpect for democraﬁc pnncrples and lnstltutlons, pOpular particrpatlon,'
- the rule of law arid good governance. ° . C
- ;:Respect for humian and peoples’ rights in accdrdance wuth the Afrlcan'_.'
;. Charter on) "Human and Peoples nghts and. other relevant human rlghts'
o mstruments : :
.': ' Transparency and accountablllty ln the managemeht of publlc aﬂ’alls. ‘
Promotlon of socnal Justlce to ensure balanced socro-econOmlc
development ' : C :
: Condemnatlon and reJectlon of acts of corruptlon, related offences and

i . lmpumty




- (@)

Articie 4 g
Scope of Application "

Thrs Conventron is appllcable to the followrng acts of corruptron and
" -related offences: . :

the solicitation or- acceptance, directly or |nd|rectly, by a pubhc
official or any other person, of any goods ‘of monetary value, or
other benef it, such:as a. gift, favour, promise or- advantage for

*_himself or herself or for another person of entrty, in exchange for:

)

any act or omission in the- -performance of his OF. ‘her- public
functions; S N

the offering or grantmg, dlrectly or indlrectly, toa public off cial or.
. any othér person, of any goods of monetary value, or other bénefit,
"such as a gift, favour, promise or advantage for himself or. herself

or for another . pérson or entity, in exchange for: any act orF:

. omlssion in the performance of his or her public functlons,

@

any act or omrssion in'the drscharge of hlS or her duties by a public
official .or any other person for the purpose of |llicitly obtaining_"
benefits for hlmself or herself or fora third party, - SR

'.the diversron by a publrc ofﬂcial or any other person, for pUrposes |

unrelated to-those for which they weré intended; for his or-hef own )

. benefit-or that of a-third party, of any propeity- belonging to the

State or its agencies; to an independent agency, or to an mdrvldual

that such ofﬁcial has received by vrrtue of h|s or her posrtlon,




(e)

‘the offenng or grvnng, promisrng, solucutation or acceptance, dlrectly'

_of mdrrectiy, 'of any. undue, advantage: to or by any person. who

directs or works for, in any capacity, a prrvate sector entity, -for

. .himself or herself or for: anyoiie else, for him_or her to. act or

®

refraln from actlng, in breach of his or her duties,

"the offenng', giving, solrcitatlon or acceptahce directly or indir'ectly,.

or promisrng of any undue advantage to or by any person who
asserts or conﬁrms that he or she:is able to eéxert any. Improper

| - influence over the decision making of - any person perfOrming-"

functions in the public or- prlvate sector in consideratron thereof

whether the undue advantage Is for himself. or. herself or for
anyone else, as well as the request, receipt or the acceptance of
the offer or the promise of such an advantidge, in consuderation of
that influerice, whether or not the Influence is exeited or whether'

.. or not-the supposed mﬂuence leads to the intended result .

: (@)
)

0)

|Ii|crt enlichment' -

‘the use or concealment of proceeds derived from any of the acts
- referred to in this Artlcle, and . DL

participation as a. principal co-principal agent instigator,~
accomplice or. accessory after the fact; or. on any other manner in
the' commission or attempted commission of, in any.collaboration
or conspiracy to commit, any of the acts referred to in thrs artrcle. '




or among two or ‘more State. Parties with respect to’ any other act. or
.‘,.Dracbce of c0rrupt|on and related offences _not descnbed in this
ConVentJon. o : S e :

. Article 5
Leglslatrve and other Measures

For the purposes set-forth in Artlcle 2 of this Conventlon, State Partles

uhdertake to'

1, - 'Adopt IegrslatNe and other measures that are requrred to
- ... éstablish as offences,.the acts mentioned in Artlcle 4 paragraph 1.
..+ of the present Convention. '
2.  Strengthen national control measures to ensure that Hre settlng_
up and operations of foreign companies inthe temtory .of a State
... Party shall bé subject to the respect of the natronal Ieglslation Inj

e . force. . .
3. ,Establrsh ‘maintain and strengthen mdependent natronal anti-
e corrUpﬁon authorities or agencies.- o
. Adopt Ieg'islative arid other measures-to create, 'm'ai'ntain.'and

strengthen internal- -accounting, auditing and follow—up systems, in
particular, in . the public income, custom’ and tax ‘receipts,

'expendrtUres and procedures” for hiring, procurement .and
management of publlc goods and servrces. : .
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- ~Adopt Ieglslatlve and other meaSUres to protect mformants and
" witnesses in’ corruphon and related offences, Includlng protecbon

oftherridentrties. S ;-‘ o

| Adopt measures that ensure citizens repOrt Instances of conuption .

without fear of consequent reprisals

‘Adopt national Iegislatrve measures in ordét to punlsh those who

make false and malicious reports against innocent persons in
corruptron and related offences. . :

_Adopt and strengthen mechahisms for promoting the educatlon of

populations to respect the public good and public- rnterest ‘and’
awareness in the fight against corruptron and related offences,
including school educational programmes arid sensrtlzatlon of the

media, and the promotion of an enabhng envrronment for the

respect of ethics.

Arl:icle 6 . P
Laundenng of the Proceeds of Con-uptlon

_ States Partles shall adopt such leglslative and other measures as may
be necessary to establish as criminal offences: se

a)

The cor\versuon, transfer or dlsposal of property, knowlng that

-such property is the proceeds_of corruptiori or related: offences.'.
- for the purpose of concealing -or disgurslng the.illicit. orlgln of.the

property: or of helping any" person .who, is involved n, the

- commission of the offence to evade the Iegal consequences of his
- or her actron : :




; :‘h)' The concealment or dlsguise of the true nature, source, locatron,
Sl "';-"'g-.dlsposrtion, movement ot ownershlp of-or nghts w:th Feéspect to_
LR property which is the proceeds of corruptlon or related offences,

ey The acqursmon, possession or. -Use of property Wlth the
knowledge at the time of Feceipt, that such property is the
. proceeds of corruption or related offences;

Article 7 . : ' I
F'ght Against Corruption and Related Offences }' T
in the Public Service e

_ In order to combat corruptlon and related offences In the publ|c service,
State Parties commit themselves to: . .

1. Require all.-'or d&signated public officials to declare thelr assets at the
- . "time of assumiption’ of ofﬁce during and after their term’ of office ln the
jpubllc servlce. o e R

T, . Create an intemal commlttee ora similar body mandated to estabhsh a'
- code of conduct and_to monitor its lmplementation, ‘and sensntlze and_-
o _'tlain publlc off'cuals on matters of ethics. et

o3 Develop disciplinary measures and . invesﬁo:aﬁon pro'c'edures'm n,
. corfuption and related offences with . a. view to keeping 'up wnth'
techriology and increase the effi crency of those responsrble rn this

regard




: Ensure transparency, equrty and eff‘ iciency in the management of
' tendenng and hinng procedures in the pUblIC servrce - .

.Subject to the provrsions of domestlc leglslation, any immunlty granted-,
" to’ public officials shall ‘not be an obstacle to "the mvestigation of

" - . allegations against and the prosecutlon of such offi crals ,

g T

-

Article 8. ' )
IIIicrtEnnchment :

[—

; SubJect to the provisions of their domestic law; State Partles Undertake' :

to adopt necessary measurés to estabhsh uider their Iaws an offence of
illicit enrlchment . . A

For State Parties that have established |I|icrt enrichment as an oﬂ’ence

. undet their domestic law, such offence shall be considered an act of *

corruption or a related offénce for the purposes of this Conventron

B Any State Party that has not establlshed illicrt enrichment as an offence' )
- shall, in so far as its laws pemit, provide assistance and cooperation to. -

the requestmg State with respect- to the offence as proVided in this.'_
Convention. . .. . st

Article9 ' .
Access to Information

Each State Party shall adopt such Ieglslatrve and other measures to. grve

2 .effect to the right of access to ariy information that is required to assrst in the

ﬁght against corruptron and related offences




Fundmg of Political Partles e

Each State Party shall adopt Iegislatrve and other measures to -.

(@) Proscnbe the use of funds acqurred through illegal and'
corrupt practrces to f’ nance polrtncal parties, and L

(b) _Incorporate the principle of transparency rnto fdndlng of
polrtrcal parties. ST . '

-

-
'3 »

. Arhcle 11 .
Private Secl:or

State Parties undertake to:

1.  Adopt Ieglslatlve and other measures to prevent and combat acts of -
. corruption and related offences commrtted in and by agents of the‘
private séctor. .' < ey yaseEl

2. " Establish mechanrsms to encourage particrpatron by the pnvate sector:'
in the fight against unfair competrtion, respect of the tender procedures
and property nghts ‘

. 3. 'Adopt such other measures as may be necessary to prevent companies '
. from’ payrng bnbes to win tenders.




S anidets
T Cnnl soaety and Media"

' State Parties Undertake to:

Bé fuIIy endaged in the fight against corniption and related offences-and
the popularisation of this Convention with the fuIl particnpatlon of the
Media and Civil Society at largé:- '
Create an enabling environment that wull enable civil- socuety and the
media.to hold governments to the highest levels of- transparency and :
accountability in the management of public affairs; - )

Ensure and provide for the participation of CIVI| Socnety |n the
~ monitoring process and consult Civil Society in the implementatlon of
this Convention, S

. . Ensure that the Media is given access to information :in.‘cases of-

corruption and related offences on condition that. the dlseminaﬁon of
.. such infon'natlon does not adversely affect the investigation process and
-~ therighttoa fair trial; S : .

. Article13
Jurisd’ictlon

.. Each State Party’ has Junsdictlon over acts of corruptnon and reIated.
K offences when . :

('a) the brea'g_:h is cor‘n’ini'ttéd_ wholly or p_arti.ally. inside its territory;
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“(b) the offence is committed by one, of 'its . natlonals outsrde ltsf
territory or by a persOn who resrdes rn rts terntory, and

- l-(c) | the alleged crlmlnal is present in |ts temtory and it does not"&
extradite such person to another country

(d) when the offence, althiough commltted outsrde |ts ]unsdlctron,'
affects, in the view of the State concerned 'its vital Tnterests or
the deletenous or hamnful consequences or effects of such
offences lmpact on the State Party Lo -

2. - This Convention does not exclude any cnmlnal ]urlsdlctlon exercrsed by
"~ aState Party in accordance with its domestic law.” .} -

3. .-'Notwnthstandlng the provision. of paragraph I of thls Artlde, a person"
' shall riot be tried twice for the same offence. T AT

.‘J,,.—

: Mmlmum Guarantees of a Falr Tnal .

SubJect to domestic law, any-person alleged to have commrtted acts of.‘;
-cofruption and related offences shall receive a fair trial in criminal proceedlngs .
. in accordance wrth the minimum guarantees contained In the African. Charter.

on Human and Peoples’ Rights and any other relevant internationat human‘
" fights instrument recognized by the concerned States Partles ST
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Article 15
Extraditnon

This. Article shall apply to the offences established by the State Parties in’
~.accordance with this ConVention L. .

Offences falling within the Junsdiction of - thlS Conventlon shaII be
deerned to be included in the"internal laws of Stadte Parbes as cnmes'
requiring - extradition. " State Parties shall include such bffences as
extraditable offences in extradition treaties existing between or among :
them i

If a State Party that makes extradition condruonal on the exrstence of-a
treaty receives a request for extradition from a State Party w;th which it
does not have such treaty, it shall consider this Conventlon as a Iegal'
basis for all offences covered by this Convention. -

. A State Party . that does not make extradition. conditional on the"'
. existence of a treaty shall recognizeoffences to which this Convention-
. applies as extraditable offences among themseives :

" Each State Party undertakes to-extradite any person charged wrth or-,
convicted of offences.of corruption and related offences, ‘carried out on
the territory of another State Party and whose extradition is requested

- by that State Party, ‘in conformity with their domestic Iaw, any

__ applicable extradition treaties, or extradition agreements or
arrangements exnsting between or among the. State Partles
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- ,Where a State Party in whose terntory any person charged wrth or

" convicted of offénces is present and has refused to extradite that’ person
on thé basis that it has jurisdiction over offences, the Requested State
_ Party shall be obliged to submit tlie case ‘without undue delay 0 its

7. .competent authorities fof the purpose of prosecution, unless otherwise

agreed with the Requesting State Party, and shall report the ﬁnal
outcome to the Requesting State Party. : - .

Subject to. the provisions of . its domestic law ‘and any apphcable

* extradition treaties, a Requested State Party may, upon being satisﬂed-'=

that the circumstances so warrant and are urgent and at: the request of
the Requesting State - Party, take into custody - a .person: whose
extradition is- sought and who is present in.its temtory, or take other
'appropriate measures to ensure that the person is present at h‘ie:
extradmon proceedings . A

" Article 16 . RS
. Conf‘scation and Seizure of the. Proceeds and
' Instrumentallties of Corruption

L Each. State Party shall adopt such Ieglslatwe measures as may be‘

necessary to enable

. (@) its competent authonties to search, identlfy, trace, admlnlster and.
- freeze or seize the instrumentalities and proceeds of corruplion :
* pending a final judgement;’ :
(b) conﬁscauon of proceeds or _property, the value of. which
' corresponds to’ that of such proceeds, derived, from offences
established in accordance wnth this convention, o : '




18.

L .’.:‘(c) repatnatlon of proceeds o corruphon

RRp 'The Requested State Party shaII in 'so far &s its law pennlts afid at the
-request of the Requestlng State Party, seize and remit any obJect '

-(a). which may be requrred as evrdence of the offence in qvestlon, or .

~(b) which has been acqulred as .a result of the’ offence for whrch
- extradition is requested and which, at the time of arrest Is found:
in. possession of the persons claimed™ - or. Is dlscovered
subsequently,

The objects referred to in clause 2 of this Article may, if the Requesting
State so requests, be handed over to that State even if the extlad‘tion is
refused or cannot be carried out due to death, dlsappealance or. esmpe
s of the person sought.” . S '

. When the said object is liable for selzure or conﬂscation in- the temtory-
of the Requested State Party-the latter may, in connection with- pending
. or ongoing criminal proceedings, temporarily retain. it or hand it over-ta_

- . the, Requesting .State Party, on condition that it is retumed to the'.

L Requested State Party. -
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Arucle 17 ~
Bank Secrecy-

}"-.f:' Each State Party shall adopt such measures necessary to empower its

couits .or other competent authorities -to order the confiscation or
seizure of banking, finaiicial or commercial documents wrth a vrew 1o
implementing this Conventlon* - :

The Requestlng State shall not use ary information received that'is
protected by bank secrecy for any.purpose other than the prdceedlngs
for which that information was requested, unless with the consent of
the Requested State Party. : .

State Parties_shall not invoke banking secrecy to ]UStlfY thelr refusal to'
cooperaté with régard to acts of corruption . and related offences by,
. Virtue of this Convention. : S :
_ State. Parhes oommrt themselves to enter, into b||atera| agreements to
waive ‘banking secrecy: on doubtful accounts and allow competent
authorities the right to obtain from banks -and ﬁnancral Instntutlons,
“under judlclal cover, any evldence in their possesslon P -
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SR Article 18
Cooperatlon and Mutual Legal Asslstance

v In accordance with their domestic |aws and applicable treaties, State
%; Paities shall provide each other with the greatest possible technical

i cooperation and assistance in dealing immediately with requests from
- authorities that are empowered by virtue of their: national laws -to

prevent, detect, mvestigate -and. punish acts of corruption and related

' offences

v'If two oF séveral State Parties have established relations on’ the basis of

uniform. legislatlon or a pafticular teginie, they may. have the option to
regulate such fiutual relations without pre]udrce to the provrsions of thi5'
Convention. ’ N e

,State Parues shall co-operate among themselves 'in conductmg and,
. exchanging studies and researches on how to cofmbat corruptioh: ‘and-

. related offences and to exchange expertise relatmg to preventing and'
T combatrng cormption and related oﬂ’ences - -

_'.;,;..State Partles shall. co-operate among themselves, where possrble, in
: providing any available technical:assistance in drawing up programmes,:

codes of ethics or orgamzing, where necessary .and for the bengfit of
their personnel, jornt training courses involving one or sevéral states in

the area of combating cofruption and related offences .

The provrsions of this Article shall not affect-the obhgations under any
other bilateral or multilateral treaty which govermns, in whole or in part,
mutual legal assistance in cnminal matters. :
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..”»'Nothing in this Artrcle shall prevent State Partles from aCCordlng ohe
_--_-another more.favourable forms of mutual legal assistance allowed: under
.. their respectrve domestic law. . S

Article 19 - .
Intemaﬂonal Cooperation

B .': --In. the spirit of international cooperation, Sta'te.Partl_e‘s shall:

1::. Collaborate with countries of origin of multi-nationals to-ciiminalise and
- L '.punlsh the practice of secret' commissions and othér forms of corrupt’
S practices dunng international trade transactnons

. Foste_r regional, continental and international cooperation to prevent

N 'c'o'rr'upt practices in interational trade transactions. .

i -_.Encourage all countries to take legislative measures to prevent corrupt

" public officials from enjoying ill-acquired assets by freezing their foreign

: . :-'.;'faccounts and facilitating the repatriation of stolen or lllegally acqulred ,
Tutelsd monles to. the countries of origin. i

. "-.Work closely wrth mtematlonal regional and sub regional fi nancral

organizations to eradicate corruption in  development aid and -

‘cooperation programmes by defining strict regulatlons for eligibility and

. good governance. of candldateS»WIthln the general framework of their

development pollcy




5

S et e . . -
A R PRSI T AU PRI S .
. ) NN
22~ N T TR ,
B oL
- ¥ .

_ 'Cooper'a'te in conformuty W|th relevant |ntemat|onal mstruments oh
- international - cooperation  on: cnmmal matters for purposes of.

investigations and procedures in offences wnthln the Junsdlctlon of this
Convention :

~ Aiticle 20 -
; Naﬁonal Aut'l'\oritie's’ :

For the purposes of cooperation and mutual |ega| assrstance provrded,.
under this Convention, each State Party shall comimunicate to: the -
Chairperson of the Commission at the time of sighing" or deposrtlng its-
instrument of ratification, the designation of a hational- authonty "or .
agency in application of offences established under Artlcle 4 (1) of thls-
Convention :

The natnonal authorities or agencies shall be responsible for makmg and

- receiving the requests for assistance and cooperatlon referred to in thlS g

Convention. -

. The nabonal authonties OF agencies shall communncate wrth each other'
. directly for the purposes of this Convention T

" The national authonties or agencies shaII be allowed the necessary ..

mdependence and autonomy, to be able to carry out their dutles

effectively.
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State Parties undertake to adopt necessary measurés to ensure that
nai:lonal authorities or agencies are specialized in combatlng corruption

"‘:__'.'. ;..”ahd related offences- by, amorig others, ensuring that the staff are
' trained and miotivated to effectively carry out their duties.

Article 21 -
Relaﬁonshlp with other Agreements

SubJect to the provisions of Article 4 paragraph 2, this Convenﬁon shall'-

in.respect to those State Parties to which it applies, supersede. the. provrsions

‘of any treaty or bilateral agreement governing’ ‘corruption and related offences
between any two or more State Parties. :

Artide22- . .-

Follow up Mechanisri SR '_.'

: -..There shall be an Advnsory Board on Corruptron Within the African
. Un'on . R

’

The Board shall compnse 11 members elected by the Executlve Council

from among a list of experts of the highest mtegnty, lmpartrallty, and

- recognized competence in matters relating to preventirig and combaﬁng }
. corruption and related offences, proposed by the State- Partres In the '
. election of the members of the board, the Executive Council shall-'

ensure adequate gender representation; and equrtable geographlcal
representaﬁon -
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The members of the Board shall serve in thelr personal capacuty

Members of the Board shall be appointed for a penod of two years,
renewable once. : . .

" a.

c.

' The funcuons of the Board shall be to'

promote - and encourage- adoptlon and appllcatlon of anti-"
corruption measures on the contlnent o : .

collect and document rnfonnatIon on the nature. and scope of.
corruptlon and related offences in Africa; - '

develop methodologies for analyzmg the nature and extent of
corruption in Africa, and disséminate Infonnatron and sensrtize the‘ |
public on the negative effects of corruption and related oﬂ‘ences,

advise governments on how to deal with the scourge of ':

-corruption and related offences in their domestlc Jurisdicdons, '. :

collect information and analyze the’ conduct ‘and’ behaviour of :
multi-national corparations operating In Africa’ and dissemlnate
such information to- natlonal authontles deslgnated under Article
18 (1) heréof; : :

develop and promote .the adoption of harmonlzed t:odes of

conduct of publrc officials;
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Q. burld partnerships wrth the Afncan Commlssron on Hurhan: and'
 Peoples’ . Rights,  African- i civil _society, governmental.

g Intergovemmental .and . non-govemmental - ofganizations” - to

. facilitate dialogue in the ﬁght against corruptlon and related,‘

offences, R R L. '

" h. submlt a report to the Executrve Councul on a regular basrs on the:
progress made by each State- Party . in complying with the:
provisions of thlS Convention, i .

i perform any other task relating to con'Uption and related offences )
© that may be assigned to it by the pohcy Organs of. the Afncan"
- Union., -~ : ) o

The Board shall‘adopt its'own rules of procedure.
States Parties shall communicate to.the. Board wrthin a year a&er the_‘

-coming_ into force of the instrument, . on.. the. progress made ‘in"the _"
- implementation of this Convention. Thereal’ter, ‘each State -Party,

i > through _their relevant. procedures, shall ensure, that the national ant-_
_ - -corruption authoritiés or- agencles. report to the Board at least' orice a.

~ year before the’ ordmary sessions of the policy organs. of the AU
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SRR Article 23 :
slgnature, ratrficatron, aocession and Entry into Force

The present Cohvention shali be open for signature, ratlf" catlon or

. 'accession by the Member States of the African Union.

2.

-The Convention shall ‘enter into -force thirty (30) days after the date of
the deposit of the fifteenth inshument of ratifi ication or accession.

.. “For each S_tate Party ratifying or acceding to the Corivention aiter’tl'ie
7~ date of the deposit-of the fifteenth Instrument of Ratification, the

o ':.,Conventlon shall enter. into force thiity (30) days after the date of the

i VU

S deposrt by that State of its instrurent of ratlficatlon or accession

Article 24
Reservations

: .Any State Party may, ‘at the time of adoption, signature, ratufimtion or
_--accession, make reservation to this Corivention provnded that . each
" .reservation concems one-or more specific provisions and s not
incompatlbie with the object and purposes of this Convention '

. Any State Party which has made any reservation shall withdraw it as |

soon as circumstances permit. Such’ withdrawal shall be made- by

“notifi catlon to the Chalrperson of the Commission.
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 Article 25 .. .
Mendment

' 'Ihrs Conventron ray. be amended rf any State Party makes a Wntten
. .request to the Chalrperson of the Commrssron RN

; The Chalrperson of the Commrssron shaII crrculate ﬂ1e proposed
- . "amendments to all State Parties. The proposed amendments shall not

. -be considered by the State Parties until a period of six (6) months from-
: -the date of crrculation of the amendment has elapsed

The amendments shall enter into force when approved by a two-thirds
S majonty of the Member States of the AU.

~ Article 26
. Denunciation

.7 . ‘Any state Party may dehounce the present Convention by sending
. --notification to the Chairperson of the Commission. This denunciation
. -shall . take_ effect six (6) months: followrng the date of receipt of

. ;'-.‘-"nobf‘ catlon by the Chairperson of the Commission. . : -

; '_ After denuncratlon, cooperation. shaII conbnue between State Parties and '_
. the State Party that has withdrawn on all requests for asslstance or

T extradrtron made before the effective date of wrthdrawal
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© Artide27 .
D'epbsito'ry

g 1 ¥ The Chairperson of the Commissmn ‘shall be the depository of this
',Conventlon and the amendments thereto. -~ = . . .. Lo
2. 'The Chairperson of the Commissnon shall inform a|I State Partles of the
TR ..signatures, ratifications, accessions, entry into force, requests for
.. -améndments ~ submitted by ‘States. and-"approvals thereof and
e .denunciations .

3 Upon entry - into~ force of this Convention, the Chalrperson of the

~“+" . Commission shall register it with the Secretaiy General of the United

".,Natlons in accordance wnth Article 102-of the- Charter of the United
s .Nations

Atticle 28
Authentic Texts

e D

The onglnal of this Conventlon, of whlch the Arabic, Engllsh French and
" ~Portuguese texts are equally authentic, shall be deposnted with the
- ~Chairperson of the Commlssion. o

WIN WITNESS WHEREOF WE the Heads of State and Government of the

. African . Union, _or our . duly authonzed representatives have adopted this
Convention :

© DoReat censessseseensesnns S vnsiessivenns day of July 2003.
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