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DECLARATION ON THE REPORT OF THE PEACE AND SECURITY COUNCIL ON 
ITS ACTIVITIES AND THE STATE OF PEACE AND SECURITY IN AFRICA 

Doc. Assembly/AU/5(XXI) 
 
The Assembly, 
 
Having reviewed the state of peace and security on the continent and the steps we 
need to take to hasten the attainment of our common objective of a conflict-free Africa, 
on the basis of the report of the Peace and Security Council on its activities and the 
state of peace and security in Africa; 
 
Welcoming the significant progress made in the operationalization of the African Peace 
and Security Architecture (APSA), the adoption of a number of instruments on 
democracy, human rights and good governance, which represent a consolidated 
framework of norms and principles towards the structural prevention of conflicts, the 
advances in conflict resolution and peace building on the continent, as well as the 
partnerships built with relevant international stakeholders;   
 
Noting, however, the challenges that continue to be encountered in the full 
operationalization of the APSA, including key components such as the African Standby 
Force (ASF), continued prevalence of conflict, insecurity and instability in some parts of 
the continent, with its attendant humanitarian consequences and socio-economic 
impact, as well as the resurgence of unconstitutional changes of Government, the 
frequent recourse to armed rebellion to further political claims, the threats posed by 
terrorism, hostage taking and the attendant payment of ransoms, illicit proliferation of 
arms, transnational organized crime, drug trafficking, piracy, and illicit exploitation of 
natural resources to fuel conflicts;  
 
Noting also the need for increased funding from within the continent to assert Africa‟s 
ownership and leadership, as well as the challenges faced in building innovative and 
flexible partnership with the United Nations and other stakeholders; 
 
Stressing that the 50th anniversary of the OAU/AU offers a unique opportunity to review 
progress made and challenges encountered, as well as to chart the way forward, and 
reiterating, in this respect, our determination to address decisively the scourge of conflict 
and violence on our continent, with the view to bequeath to the next generation of 
Africans a prosperous continent at peace with itself: 
 
1. RECOMMIT OURSELVES to accelerate the full operationalization of the APSA, 

including refinement, where necessary, of existing provisions to facilitate their 
implementation. WE CALL FOR the strengthening of the relations between the 
AU and the Regional Economic Communities/Regional Mechanisms for Conflict 
Prevention, Management and Resolution (RECs/RMs), notably through the 
effective implementation of the relevant provisions of the PSC Protocol and the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the AU and the RECs/RMs, bearing in 
mind AU‟s primary responsibility in the maintenance of peace and security in 
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Africa. WE ENDORSE the establishment of the Pan-Wise network comprising the 
Panel of the Wise, similar structures within the RECs/RMs and all other African 
actors contributing to peace-making through preventive action and mediation, as 
agreed to during the second retreat of these organs held in Addis Ababa from 11 
to 12 April 2013; 

 
2. UNDERTAKE to make renewed efforts to address the root causes of conflicts in 

a holistic and systematic manner, including through implementing existing 
instruments in the areas of human rights, rule of law, democracy, elections and 
good governance, as well as programmes relating to cooperation, human 
development, youth and employment. In this respect, WE CALL ON all Member 
States that have not yet done so, to become parties to these instruments, by the 
end of 2013, and REQUEST the Commission to review thoroughly the 
implementation status of these instruments and programmes and to submit to the 
Assembly, by January 2014, concrete proposals on how to improve compliance; 

 
3. COMMIT OURSELVES, within the framework of the African Solidary Initiative, to 

extend full support to those African countries emerging from conflict, to assist 
them to consolidate their hard-won peace and avoid relapse into violence. WE 
LOOK FORWARD to the convening of the planned African Solidary Conference 
(ASC), in Addis Ababa, in September 2013, and COMMIT to making significant 
pledges on that occasion; 

 
4. STRESS the need for all Member States to extend full cooperation and support to 

the PSC, bearing in mind that, in carrying out its duties under the Protocol, the 
PSC acts on behalf of the entire membership of the AU; 

 
5. COMMIT ourselves to increase substantially our contribution to the Peace Fund, 

for Africa truly to own the efforts to promote peace, security and stability on the 
continent. In this respect, we request the Commission to submit concrete 
proposals to the Assembly, in January 2014, including with respect to the 
statutory transfer from the AU regular budget to the Peace Fund. In the 
meantime, WE ENCOURAGE all Member States to make exceptional voluntary 
contributions to the Peace Fund on the occasion of the OAU Golden Jubilee, and 
REQUEST the Commission to report, by January 2014, to the Assembly on 
Member States response to this appeal; 

 
6. STRESS THE NEED to build an innovative, flexible action-oriented and balanced 

partnership with the international partners, notably the United Nations, to ensure 
that Africa‟s concerns and positions are adequately taken into account by the 
Security Council when making decisions on matters of fundamental interest to 
Africa, REITERATE the terms of the communiqué issued by the PSC at its 307th 
meeting held on 9 January 2012, and REQUEST the PSC to convene an open 
session at Summit level, in order to review the partnership with the United 
Nations in light of the challenges encountered recently regarding the situation in 
Mali and other issues related to peace and security on the continent; 
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7. CALL ON the African civil society to continue to play its positive role in promoting 

peace, security and stability as called for by the PSC Protocol and REQUEST the 
Commission and the PSC to take all necessary steps to enhance interaction with 
civil society; 

 
8. WELCOME the progress made in the relations between Sudan and South Sudan, 

with the signing of the Implementation Matrix for the Agreements signed of 27 
September 2012 and CALL FOR a transparent inquiry into the killing of the 
paramount Chief of the Ngok Dinga Community in Abyei, as well as the 
strengthening and acceleration of the process of resolving the Abyei issue; in 
Somalia, with the consolidation of the security and political gains recorded over 
the past few years; the Great Lakes Region, with the signing of Peace, Security 
and Cooperation Framework; and in Mali, with the liberation of the northern part 
of the country and on-going efforts for the holding of elections. WE CALL ON all 
concerned stakeholders to spare no efforts in consolidating these achievements, 
and addressing the challenges at hand, in line with the relevant PSC 
communiqués. WE also WELCOME the progress made in peace building and 
post-conflict recovery in Burundi, Comoros, Côte d‟Ivoire, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Liberia and Sierra Leone, ENCOURAGE the countries concerned to 
pursue their efforts and CALL ON fellow African countries and the rest of the 
international community to continue assisting them in their efforts; 

 
9. REITERATE the AU‟s concern at the continued challenges in the peace 

processes between Eritrea and Ethiopia and the relations between Eritrea and 
Djibouti, and REQUEST the Chairperson of the Commission to take appropriate 
steps to facilitate progress in these situations, in line with the powers entrusted to 
her by the PSC Protocol and earlier relevant decisions of the Assembly, and to 
report to the PSC, no later than October 2013, on the steps taken in this regard. 
WE ALSO REITERATE OUR CONCERN at the continued impasse in the conflict 
in Western Sahara, and CALL FOR renewed efforts based on relevant OAU/AU 
and UN resolutions, in order to overcome this impasse; 

 
10. ALSO EXPRESS CONCERN at the prevailing situation in Madagascar and fully 

support the PSC and SADC decisions on the issue of candidatures to the 
forthcoming presidential elections. WE CONDEMN the illegal seizure of power in 
Central African Republic and the serious violations of human rights committed by 
the Seleka rebel group and in this regard, COMMEND the efforts of the Economic 
Community of Central African States (ECCAS), ENDORSE the PSC decisions on 
the matter and CALL FOR renewed efforts to restore security and ensure the 
return to constitutional order, bearing in mind the relevant PSC decisions and 
conclusions of the inaugural meeting of the International Contact Group on CAR 
(ICG-CAR). WE STRESS THE NEED for the early return to constitutional order in 
Guinea Bissau, noting with satisfaction ECOWAS, AU, CPLP, EU and UN 
coordinated efforts; 
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11. REITERATE our support to the sovereignty of the Union of the Comoros over the 
island of Mayotte, as well as the sovereignty of the Republic of Mauritius over the 
Chagos Archipelago; 

 
12. REQUEST the PSC to actively keep under review the implementation of the 

Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the Special Session on the 
Consideration and Resolution of Conflicts in Africa, held in August 2009, at its 
Summit meeting referred to in paragraph 6 above; 

 
13. PLEDGE OUR FULL COMMITMENT to the effective implementation of this 

Declaration and to adopting new measures, as and of necessary, so as to open a 
new chapter in our collective action in favor of peace, security, stability and 
shared prosperity throughout Africa and the rest of the world. 
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