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SOLEMN DECLARATION ON THE
50" ANNIVERSARY OF THE OAU/AU

We, Heads of State and Government of the African Union assembled to celebrate the
Golden Jubilee of the OAU/AU established in the city of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 25
May 1963,

Evoking the uniqueness of the history of Africa as the cradle of humanity and a centre
of civilization, and dehumanized.by slavery, deportation, dispossession, apartheid and

colonialism as well as oyxM_ﬂich shaped our common
destiny and enhanced .our salidarity with peoples of Afri eseent; .

Recalling with pride, the historical role and efforts of the Founders of the Pan-African
Movement and the nationalist movements, whose visions, wisdom, solidarity and
commitment continue to inspire us;
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ACKNOWLEDGE THAT:

l. The Organisation of African Unity (OAU) overcame internal and external
challenges, persevered in the quest for continental unity and solidarity;
contributed actively to the liberation of Africa from colonialism and apartheid;
provided a political and diplomatic platform to generations of leaders on
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continental and international matters; and elaborated frameworks for Africa’s
development and integration agenda through programmes such as NEPAD and
APRM.

Il. The African Union (AU) carried forward our struggle for self-determination and
drive for development and integration; formulated a clear vision for our Union;
agreed that the ultimate goal of the Union is the construction of a united and
integrated Africa; instituted the principle of non-indifference by authorizing the
right of the Union to intervene—in—-Member States in conformity with the
Constitutive Act; and-laid the groundwork for the.entrenchment of the rule of

law, democracy,”respeet“for human rights=solidarity, promotion of gender

equalitywand the epapowerment of Women and Youthsin Aﬁ.i__c_z..a.
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iv)  Promote y, values and Pan
Africanism inall eur‘schools and-educe onal ins ons as part of advancing
our African identity and Renaissance;

v) Promote people to people engagements including Youth and civil society
exchanges in order to strengthen Pan Africanism.

B. The struggle against colonialism and the right to self-determination of
people still under colonial rule
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i)  The completion of the decolonization process in Africa; to protect the right to
self-determination of African peoples still under colonial rule; solidarity with
people of African descend and in the Diaspora in their struggles against racial
discrimination; and resist all forms of influences contrary to the interests of the
continent;

i)  The reaffirmation of our call to end expeditiously the unlawful occupation of
the Chagos Archipelago, the Comorian Island of Mayotte and also reaffirm the
right to self-determination of-the-people of Western Sahara, with a view to
enable these countries and peoples, to effectivel _}/ exercise sovereignty over
their respective-territori
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i)  Eradicate disease, especially HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis, ensure
that no African woman dies while giving life, address maternal, infant and child
mortality as well as provide universal health care services to our citizens;

iii)  Accelerate Africa’s infrastructural development, to link African peoples,
countries and economies; and help to drive social, cultural and economic
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development. In this regard, we commit to meet our strategic targets in
transport, ICT, energy and other social infrastructure by committing national,
regional and continental resources to this end;

iv)  Create an enabling environment for the effective development of the African
private sector through meaningfull public-private sector dialogue at all levels,
in order to foster socially responsive business, good corporate governance
and inclusive economic growth;

Take ownership of;-use and.develep,.our natural endowments and resources,
through value-additier;"as the basis for industrialization; promote intra-Africa
tr }4:1‘51‘ ourism, in order to foster economiexintegratiom, jdevelopment,
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i) Address the root causes of conflicts including economic and social disparities;
put an end to impunity by strengthening national and continental judicial
institutions, and ensure accountability in line with our collective responsibility
to the principle of non-indifference;

i) Eradicate recurrent and address emerging sources of conflict including piracy,
trafficking in narcotics and humans, all forms of extremism, armed rebellions,
terrorism, transnational organized crime and new crimes such as cybercrime.
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i)  Push forward the agenda of conflict prevention, peacemaking, peace support,
national reconciliation and post-conflict reconstruction and development
through the African Peace and Security Architecture; as well as, ensure
enforcement of and compliance with peace agreements and build Africa’s
peace-keeping and enforcement capacities through the African Standby
Force;

iv)  Maintain a nuclear-free Africa-and call-for_global nuclear disarmament, non-
proliferation and peaceful uses-efsauclear energy;
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G. On Determining A 5

Our determination to take responsibility for our destiny. We pledge to foster self-reliance
and self-sufficiency. In this regard, we undertake to:

i) Take ownership of African issues and provide African solutions to African
problems;
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i)  Mobilize our domestic resources, on a predictable and sustainable basis to
strengthen institutions and advance our continental agenda;

i)  Take all necessary measures, using our rich natural endowments and human
resources, to transform Africa and make it a leading continent in the area of
innovation and creativity;

H. Africa’s place in the world
Our endeavour for Africa to take its rightful-place.in the political, security, economic, and

social systems of global governance towards the re'aﬁz.at_i_on of its Renaissance and
establishing Africa as__al_lc,-adin econtinent. We undertaketo: -

inue the<global struggle against all forms of r.'-‘;'ﬁ"@n discrimination,
ophohia and re i ances;
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Adopted by the 21% Ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the African Union, at Addis Ababa, on 26 May 2013.
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