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SPEECH BY PRESIDENT AHMED SEXOU TOURRE
AT THE 17TH SUMMIT OF THR 0.A.U.
Freetown, July 3,1980

Mr Chairman,
- Dear Colleagues,

Allow me first of all to warmly congratulate our
Brother and Priend the President of the Republic of Sierra
Leons for his brilliant election to the head of our
continental Organigation and to wish him excellent
health and especially full and complete efficacity in
the exercise of his high functions,

. We would also like to express our warmest thanks to
the brother Pgople of Sierra Leone for the enthusiastic
‘and friehdly welcome they accorded td all the Affiean
delegatignu #ho came to Preetown to discuss the Amoligary
future of our Continent.

qg salute our brother Mugabe who, with his colleague
Joshua Nkomo, led the liberation methodically and
courageously and with determination until final fictory
ageinst colonialism and imperialism, thpa cnﬁbling
2imbabwe to be present here as the 50th menber‘of our
Continental Organization, .
. We salute the courage and heroiem of the vali#nx
Zimbabwe people and we assure %hln of the total and
) permanent solidarity of the Pesople's Revolutionary
State of Guinea. '
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Mr Chairman and dear Colleagues,
At the present time fundamental problems preoccupy and even
cause anxiety fur our Peoples. These problems should have had
priority in our debates, because they are of direct interest
not only to presént African equilibrium but also for the future
which we want to be happy.
As we know, at this moment in time, Angola is occupled by
racist armed forcem frbm South Africa. Without a declaration
of war, cennon, aircraft and tens of thousands of foreign
soldiers are uae¢ against an independent People, a free State
and, what. is more, & member of our Organization. Prom the
moment thils session was opened, priority should have been:
given to thie fundanmental problem in order to indicate and
affirm the fierce desire of our Continent to preserve 1its
acquisitions and also to struggle resolutely with a view to
rapidly ensuring the total liberation and effective unity
of our Peoples, We should, in fact, consolidate acquisitions
and pursue the struggle for new conquests,

The Namibie is today the subject of various publications

.and contradictory reports in the world, This problem alsa
should have occupied, for hours om end if necessary, the
attention of Heads of State and Government and all heads of

Delegations, so that together they may discuss the methods

of coordinating their activities in favour of the immediate
liveration of the martyr people of thibiu; Here also the
RSA throws down a challenge which, if not taken up in



-7 -

various ways, will be a legitimate cause for criticism from
future generations of our Continent.

A short time ago we alsc held an important Summit of our
Organization, the Economic Conference 'of Lagos, which tackled
a fundamental problem for the common future of our Peoples,
that is: the problem of the economic integration of our States,
Economic integration is not a circumstantial affair, it is a
proceas for which the Extraordinary Summit of Lagos laid

the methodological foundations, calling on each of our

ordinary meetings to teke stock and replenish the flame,
convinced as we are that the economic and socio~cultural
development of our Peoples is at once the justification
of independence and sovereignty as well as the condition for
independence and sovereignty. But since our debates began

few references were made in speeches to this important Lagos
conference. The question is do we really incarnate with the
intensity demanded the real.preoccupations of all of our Peoples,
Bach one of us knows at present that political liberation is

an inevitable prior condition because it is an acquisition
enabling us to forge ahead, But if progress begine only after
politicael independence it is here slso that the thorny problems
of economic independence commence. The Lages Conference wmade

the importance of this problem quite clear. But once again

it seems to have beem put on a back butner, Have we the right

to do s0o 7 Our answer is "No™ and we are going to demonstrate
it.

[
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In Aadia Ababa in 1963 we met and we prcolaimed our common
desires as 1laid down in the terms of our Charter. w.‘ﬁaid we were
guided by a common desire to establish and reinforce understanding
btetween our Péoplen, to establish and reinforce ooopéra?ion

Between our States in order to solve our prdblema and answer
. the aspirétions of our pﬁpulationn for a solidarity integrated
within a lerger ensemble that goes beyond ethnic divergencies
to harness ourselves to a great design, that of the responsible,
dignified and happy future of our Peoples, .
We were present 1n.Add£s Ababa and we thank God for being
one bf jpoée whé conceived thie Organigation, Ve had the
privilege at the timg.of travelling around Africa to convince
Afrfcan.governﬁentu one after the other so that the 0.A.U. may
be born. A o )
Ae we said then, if yesterday we had the joy of having
contribute® to the birth of the Organization of African Unity in
'Addis Absba, today it is with great bitterness that we note
that thqse who took part in that historic session are not very
numerous in this room.‘lany have given their lives, ;1ctims of
1qperia1ism.and cvolonialism, for having courggeously hafenﬂed
Africa's interests, In this room today there are oniy four of
them who had the privilggo of taking paft in the conatituent
" sesslon of the Ofgénization of African Unity., We know what
wi are talking about, We are motivated by a singld ideal, the
African ideal. We have writfen it and said it. We intend to
remain rigorously Joyal to & line, that of dignity, responsability
and continuous progress of our Peoples. On this point; even

+
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those who dislike us also know what we think. We have only one
prayeg, to huve the neceasari s;rength to defend this ideal up
until our last moments.'This is why we have alweys aftirmed that
death cannot #ake anyone recoil who is animated by such en
ideal.

You see, since the start of this Seseion we had thought it
bést to keep qdiqt. But now for the past three days the problem
of the Western ﬂahara has been discussed passionately. This

problem is so thorny that an ad hoc Committee had to be formed
with a view to solving i£ peacefully, Although a member of the.
ad hoc Committee, we thought it best not to intervene in the
curreift debate cn the Western Samhara. But at present allow ms

to say that personally we have serious anxietiee about .this--

subject. Those who do not beliéve in the legitimacy of our
apprehensions and anxieties have only to remain engaged on‘the
path of violence; facts will show later that these aniieiles
were perfectly well founded.

In any case world opinion and notably African peoples will

know one way or the other how various positions were taken on

thie problem which threatens the life of our Organization,
Africa actually made many attempts at regdurping itself
before joining the 0.A.Us and we must say that 1t was aftéf
the first étagee of the liberation ptruggle that ﬁaé born the
idea of a reorganization of the struggle}a atruc;urcs in order
to give Africa one powerful Organization, We refer here to the

struggle of the Tunisian people which was one of the firat.to
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enjcy internal autonomy in 1954 and to proclaim its independence
in 1956, Then there was the aourageoua struggle of the Moroccan
.people who won their independence in 1556. It is well known what
meand'imperialiaa uae&.for intimidation, privation, aggaaasion
and repression a~gainat the Moroccan Kingdom, eren sending

Sultan Mohamed V into exile in Madagascar from 1953 to 1955.

The Moroccan people remained united and firm despite tha bayonets
and cannon of Prench colonialism, Pimally the people were

victorious, Hise Majeaty King Mohamed V returned from Madagascar

and Morocco's independence was proclaimed, This must be remembered,
Anyone wtho does not know the past, anyone who does not remember
i%, cannot live the present correctly much less build the futarc.
 It is by drawing cn hiatoryn by questioning the collective
‘memory of the People, that each People find the necessary
impetus for their action in the present and in the future, Man.
has been giveh a memory to remember. Even religions are only'
act® of recegnition of God and of men aho act for good. This

is why facts must be remembered and analysed courageously.

One must.not give problems a personal character., They must be
analysed coldly and one aaat show the prpper way for the
improvement of the fate of the People on whose behal. one acts.

What does this mean T In 1954 the P.L.N. (Algerian

Rational Liberation Pront) waa organized and launched.the

armed struggle, The armed struggle decided by tha P.L.N. wae
made possible thanks to the existence of independent African
countries among Algeria's neighboura: And we must render

homage to the countries which served as support bases, notabiy



- Worocco and Tuniaia. We foilowed this atrugglé. Brothers of the
FIN including President Ben Bella, who was in prison in Prance,

wmere in contact with us, A Prench militant and a friend of ours
served ag an intermediary. We were in constant ccntaét with the
Algerian prisoners, Por this reason, in 1956 when France wanted

to detach the Sahara from Algeria to forq what it called the

Joint Organizatibn cé Saharan Regions (JOSR) so as to be able to
explodt the Sahara's oil and gas for its own benefit, we

opposed thija move, we denounced the manoeuvre and firmly supported
the Algerian position againast Prench cologialism. This is & reality.
And in 1958 at the time of the referendum organized by France,

parily to isolate the brave struggle of the Algerian peoéle,

one of the basic reasons for the mobilization of our people was

to fhwart the Prench colonialist manoeuvre, which led the Guinean
PeopIe to say "No® to imperialism and proclaim thgir 1ndepeqdence.
This is well known. We should know how to remember it, As soon

as Guinea was independent what were our first declarations T

In Article 34 of the constitution of .our new State it is
stipulated, and{we quotet "The Republic of Guinea is prepared
to renounce all or part of its sovereignty attributes with a view
to the création,of a larger ensemble™ end quote. Loyal to this
African optien, the Sﬁate of Guineavjoined with the brotper States
of Ghana and Mali to constitute the United States of Africa. The
firqt proclamation of this ddsire was made on November 23,1958 in
Acera, i.e. the 51st day after the proclamation of national

independence on Octaber 2,1958,
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These are also historical facts to which texts testify. Hence
anyone can verify the facts, Back in 1960 we said: "As long as
Prance does no{ recognize the independence of the Algerian
people, Guinea will never sign a cooperation accord with her.%
This‘wae not just yesterday. As long as an inch of African soil ..

is colonized no country, however great or wealthy, can consider
itself free. This line has been followed constently. Pacte are

‘chts. We had a prolonged break in relations with France, for

vg;lous reasoﬁé of course, but one of them, which we publicly

notified to.?rance, was its hostile attituge towards the
legitimate demands of Algeria. We had relations of combattant
fraternity with the Algerian peoples and admired their courage,

determination, and supported their struggle, and saluted their

‘victory as an important contribution to the liberation of the
ArricanICOQtinent. - )
Slmilarly we should also recall that in 1960, at the time Af

the imperialist coalitien against the young Congo State, the
Zaire of today, our brother the immortal Patrice Lumumba came to
Conékry to consult us about his ideas, asking us to do everything
to mobilize African states which were independent at the time so
that a meeting may be held so that a concerted effort could be

made to give more efficacious shape to our solidarity. It was
thus in answer to our appeal that His Majesty King Mohamed V,

" may his soul rest in peace and benefit by the benevolence of dod,

responded apontaneoﬁsly thus: "We pgrée to give the Congo

our sclidarity and we propose Cmsablanca as the site of the
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conference.® Other colleagues also agfeed but not all of them
were able $o go to Casablénga. We knew why. The Algerian delegate
said there were barely seven delegations in Casablanca, i.e.
uoroéco, Algeria (represented by the GPRA or the Provisional
Government of the,Algerian Republic), Libya, the United Arad
Republib, Ghana, Mali and Guinea. Our deliberations produced

a Charter for action, a Charter of struggle for the liberation

of our Continent and for sclidarity which we were to observe -
during the combat, It was the Casablanca Charter. The guideline

of self-determination which was adopted waé the essential eontené
of the resolutions of the Casablanca Charter. We had the honour
of defending the resolutions of the Casablanca Charter in the:
United Nations, and we 4id soc and we are going to speak of_thie now,
At the start of this seseion it was our intention to keep quiet, -
but the debates have reachgd such a level, and our anxieties are
g0 strong, that we prefer to expiain ourselvea, for tomorrow

:the attitude of each State will be Judged. Ours will remain
faithful to historical truth and social truth defended by our
Peoples. Without eny complex, before anyone, we will defend that
truth, We fear only God aﬂd fear to do evil 3r commit crimes
against mén and peoples. :

But what:did the Chsabianﬁa Charter prescribe ? You will be

surprised, but the truth is the truth. We of Casablanca, we

"were guided by the principal contradiction, the oprusition between
Africe and imperialism, and all the deéisions teken were

lsneptzally anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist in character.
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Prance was still in'Mauritanie and HMorocco presented us with a
report justifying the legitimacy of its tdrristorial claims to the
Western Sahara, called the Spanish Sahara, and to Mauritania,
Guinea, Ghana, Mali, Libyd, Morocco, Algeria and the United Arad
Republic kncwn as Egypt today all vofed unanimously for the
resclution presented by Morocco against Prance and Spain., We have
the resclution and can comnunicate it to you at your request. Pacts
are factas. What then were our guidelines ?_Qg resolve the éontradiction
opposing Afpica to colonialiem and imperialisi. We preferred that
Horocco extend to Hauritania rather than Prance, a foreign power,
We preferred that Morocco be in the Western Saha;a:}gﬁher than
Spain, a foreign power. This was our position, But WhAAAiafir

Mauritania proclsimeZ its independence and it was admitted to the
Upited Nationa, me t0ld the others: "It is time we adapted ourselves

to the faéta. Qur previous position was againet France. Today this
power has left the territory.-Now it is our'Mauritanian brothers
whe are in power, we cag»no longer support -the Capablanca resolution,”
We then warkgd to bring Morocco to accept the reality, When it is '
said that in Addis Abadba in May 1963 Eauritania.didinot take part
in the founding of the OAU it is an errory Mauritania took part
as 8 founding member of the OAU as did Worocco and Guinea,
There therefore remained the problem of eolvinglthe Western
Sahara question, The resclution presented by Morocco was supported
b& the UAR, Algerié, Wali, Guinerz, Ghana and Xibyas; not only during
the Casablance conference but-also in many other interﬁational
bodies, ‘ '
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In Séptember 1961 in Belgrade at the Constituent Conference
of the Ron-Aligned Mbvement, an important resolution in ravour of
Morocco on the Western Sahara was adopted unanimcusly.
In favour cf Algeria, the same conference adopted a resclution
deﬁanding the return of the "Algerian Sahara" to the territory of
Algerias it pronounced itself for the qaticnal independence of
Algeria. We atrégs the term "Algeriaﬁ Sahara®™ to underline the
fact that there are Algerian, Moroccan, ﬂalian; Libyan, Nigerian,
Sujaenese, Chadian, Egyptian and Somali Seharas. The Sahara is
8 horizontal band that divides Africa in two, and this is why
viwec use the expressions "Africa north of the Sahara" and
"Africe south of the Sahara™, although we condemn the tefms.
But- the reality is that this band existed and it was never an
autonomous state called the Sahara’ State. History is history.
There has never been a Saharan State nor a Saharan Nation:|l
"Thus we remember that we §11 supported Morocco against Spaing
we aupportgd'Algeria aegainst grance; sc that each one'may have
ite Sehara., But all went well. Moroccb supported Algeria, and
Algerie supported Morocco, and the rest of us adéced our support
of our brofhérs of North Africa. This is the reality which cannot
be denied nor camouflaged.
In 1§56, having followed the decolonization problem closely,
at first in the name of African trade unions, end then in the
neme of our Revolutionary Party, we can affirm that there was not
a single liberation‘movement in Africa who could say that Guinea
did not give it constant and resolute and uncanditibnal support

against imperialism and colonialism, We say "unconditional"

becaune by acting in this way we kept away from opportunist
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alliances, FPor us such an attitudg is such a sacred duty that if

we Gid not accomplish it we would have betrayed the aspirations of

our own People, Moreover, our mission as African trade unionist
leader always meant that above all the Africen Yeoples had to be
liberated entirely. Hence we can proclaim this with complete
confidence. In 1956 theréfore, we organized powerful demonstrations
to support the Areb cause by defending the United Arabd Republic

on the Suez Canal issue and'against imperialism which at the time
was ccalesced against Egypt.

In the name of the UGTAN (General Union of Black African

Workers), which was the Pan-African Trade Union Federation

at the time, there were demonstrations in 1957 in all Prench
. colonies tc support the FLN, the Algerian National Libera@ion
Front; just as suppcrt‘fcr Viet Nam and the FLN was one of the
real criteria for membership of our Trade Union Pederation,
because we had the very clear idea that the main contradiction was
born of fereign domination and as long as it was not liquidat;d
theh Africa wpuld not achieve its integral personality nor:a}l

its dignity.

Thus we can tell you that in 1957 our country was not yet

independent, but as soen as Sierra Leone obtained semi-autonomy,
here we are in Preetown tq congratulate the leaders of the !

Sierra Leone People. President Siaka Stevens is our witness,
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In 1957 we also went to Lagos to congratdlate our Nigerian
brothers on their semi-autonomy. We also went to Ghana to
congratulate our Ghanaian brothers. This indicates well our
Pan-African vocation: regarding the struggle we ontinued to
wage tc solve the contradiction fundamentally opposing the
Continent to its coloniglist and imperialist enemies,

In 1958 the independence achieved by Guinea was only =&
supplementary means for the African combat as you know. In 1959
we were the first among you a2ll present here to recognize asll the
socialist coumtries and establish the first Embassies of the

socialist states, including Cuba. African countries became
independent before us, because we were the 9th independent
country im Africa and the 82nd member of the United Nations
Organization, Today there are 50 independent African states ana
152 member states in the URO, but we were the first country to

defy the challenge of imperialismiby opening on African soil .
in QGuinea the first Embassies of all the sociaiiet countries of
Asia, Europe and Cuba, Here we can say that this policy with
the sociamlist countries contailned a thcusand dangerss
1)— It was the period of the cold war.
2)== The Guinean example was & wide breach in the colonial
system, ‘
3)— You were treated as a valet cf Moscow, a red to be
brought-down if you had the slightest relationah}p
with a socialist country.
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4)~ There was subversion insida the country through
accusations of atheism; and everyone knows the cost of such
accusations in a country with a large Moslem majoriiy. But the
_truth had to be defended and one had to behave a8 a sovereign
and a ncn~-aligned state.
Our positions of support for all anti-imperislist movements
are well known, they are an imperious duty dictated by our
revolutionary ccnsciousness, However we have never impased our
views and cur desires on a liberation movement. We have always
werked with numercus persons but we have naver told any one of
them: "This is the Guinean position, defend it!™ et anyone
here contradict us and make us hang our ‘head in shame, Wa do not
corrupt any partner and we do not allow ourselves to be corrupted.
Ve have a keen pense of dignity. Sc once again-we are complately
cenfident. And we claim the honour of being the first to make a
State vieit to Cuba 1n'0ctober 1960, at a time when it was
under'an American blockade., We had the honcur of making the first
African visit to China in 1960 and also to Viet Nam,vwhen the
risk was much greater than it is now because of the independence
of a large number of countries in Africa. ‘hat is to say that
we have always been guided by a sense of historical truth. l
The "Casablanca Chrter" group was a movement.Those African
States which did not belong to this movement created their.
Charter, the "Monrovia Charter”, We are going to tell you a
secret, May all those who were founders of the OAU and who mrs
absent from ?nis room, becauée they are perhaps dead or have -

fallen from power, may they all forgive us. It was we who
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presented a political report in Caire analysing the situation in
Africa and telling our brothers of the Casablanca groupi "our
Charter is of course anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist.
It doubtless incarnates effectively the profound aspirations
to liberty, responsability, Gignty and progress of our Peoples,

But take care, one must always look for a correspondance between

the subject ang the objet so that we can achieve our objective
and find the ways of achiev:ing it. What can we use to answer
the aspirations bf our Peoples 7 The maintenance of particular
political orientations or a polcy to transcend divergencies 7
We consider that the second a.nier is the best one. If it is not
adopted it is certain that in tﬁe medium term Africans will

find themselves on the path of unity with difficulty and then’

we would be playing into the hands of our enemies, We are not
alone in representing Africa. Whatever the quality of our ideas,
the others also represmnt African states; we should scuttle

the Casablanca Charter in favour of African continental unity.
Some persons did not believe in the possibility of the proposal.
They said: "Try it, i1f you succeed in convincing the Monrovia

group it will be a good thing.™ We retorteé that "euven if we

fail we will take responsability for it.™ From Cairo we went
airectly to Addis Ababa to see the Emperorrof Ethiopia, and the
task was pursued from country to country until each colleague
was completely convinced, We then sent a personal letter to
each of the 30 Heads of State gf the time ansl¥sing the African
situation and posing questione., Each of them replied hjuite
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honestly saying in effect: "unity is the best formula, if the
conditions can be created I am ready to take part.” When the
replies reached us we published a brochure with the letter sent
to each Head of State and their replies, and we concluded: "unity
is achieved a common will is expressed.” We proposed five colleagues
for Pounding Committee members and Addis Ababa as the site of the
meeting. This is how the conference was held. Before going to
Adéis Ababa the main outlines of the Charter we mentioned were
alréﬁay written, That is to say that we know what we are talking
about,

But let us return to the aixbje. that preoccupies uss the
Sahara. Spain colonized the Sahara for decades. During these
decades France was in Mauritania., There was no armed liberation

struggle in the majority of our countries because the conditions
for the creation of such movements were not united, This is the
time and place to put an end to a false theory which refuses to
analyse historical facts and claims that only those who took up
arms to liberate themselves are really free, But let us refer to
history when all Africa was coldnized where was there a liberation
movement 7 It ig true that there was opposition to colonial
penetration and we nave the advantage 3f telling you that two
of our grand fathers died in exile, Almmamy Samory Touré in
Gabon and Bakary Touré in Madagascar. We have a sense of dignity
.and e tradition of struggle, so that when Africa calls we are
always present. But if there was no armed struggle, coordinated
in the form of Liberation Movement, it was because the conditions

.
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were not available. Resistance to colonial occupation, whether
armed or not, was permanent, it is true, but the politico-milita=y
fact of the Lyberation Movemént was not able to be achievea until
recently, However when two, four or five independent countrien'
emerged bases of support for libbration movements were created,
Let us suppose that the PAIGC had been created in Guinea-Bissau
without the support of Gambia, Senegal and Guinea, do you think
that the PAIGC would have liherated Guinea-Bissau andproclaimed
independence T Our answer ig nc'..' Do you think that Zimbabwe
would be free if it were not for Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia
" and the other front line atateg serving as support bases ywhere
nationalists were trained ? For this reason we must remembex
what unites ue, it is our»political finality; as for the forms
taken by actionm, they depend on the means of which ene disposes,
but since the means did not exist 2t a certain point in time, no
form of armed struggle could exist. Let there be no cleavage here
therefore between those who liberated themselves with arms anmd
those who liberated themselves with agitation of trade unions,
organization and political educatisn. It is the aim and the
objective éhat_countx to liberate pur Peoples and reconquer
national power usurped by fereign powers.

Lét us now turn to the disposition which says that colonial
fronhtiers inherited from the past must remain intangidble. The
Addfs Abaﬁa segpion during which this problem was debated wame
blocked.for six hourse. We were commissioned by the late President

&aaaer (may his soul reét in peace) to intercede with Sémalia



so that the conference would not be demdlocked and so that the ,
OAU may be born, Weknow the reserves expressed by various persons.
Today, in the light of situation, we can indicate to each one
to renounce this or that pecsition, But one must convines, for
it ip not by the argument of force that one must 1mbose-onqse1f
but by force of argument., We say then that there are possibilities
for amecession in all cur Nations, we know it, and in many countries
we have seen it happen. Even today there are ethnic collectivities
animated by the aepara£ist opirit in certain states, If the mere
tact of demanding independence constitutes the major reason, then
we forget the difference between between the principal contradiction
oppesing us to imflerialism and colonialism, and the secondary
coentradictions inside our sccieties,

If Tunisia and Morccco cbtained independence in 1956,
Mauritania also was indeperdent in 1960 snd in 1962 Algeria became
independent. At the time we made a point of going to the United
Nations to be the first tc salute Algerian independence, just as
we were at the United Nations to salute the independence of Nigeria
in 1960. If at that period a nationalist sentiment existed in the
Western Sahara, and warlike tribes were in permasnent rebellion
against the Spanish occupier, there would have been support bases,

there would have been means available for an armed struggle
against Spain, sinée the environment was independent., But up until
then, we repeat in all honesty, only one single voice was raised,
and this voice which we supported until 1972 was raised against
Spanieh domination in the Sahara, and it was the voige of the

¥oroccan State and People,
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As you know the trilateral treaty was the subject of
negotiations which we all followed. It was deposited with the
Security Council in the United Nations, Why did the OAU not
oppose it 7 Because there was no ccnflict in North Africa. Thefe
were some reserves, such as ours which.ycu did not understend

but which the countries interested knew well, Our reserve was
that the Western Sahara be completely integfated with Morocco,
which is normal; that Morocco renounce the integration of the
Weatern Sahara with Mauritania,which is normal; that Morocco ana
Mauritania renounce that those who inhabit the area cpt to become
a free People, independent ahd sovereign, which is ncrmal alsoj
but the partition of the Saharan populaticns, divide a people,
this we cannot accept. We condemned this principle at the time
while others kept their ccunsel.

. We remember that in 1963 there was a terri.orial dispute

between Algeria and Morocco in the Tindouf area and war broke out,
The OAU was already born. We aré geing to reveal somethings
immediately, without ccnsulting Morocco, we cabled Morocco to

inform it of the breaking oft of diplomatic relaticns with it.
Prom 1963 until 1979, during 12 years, in this afiair of conflict
between Morocco and Algeria we went further than Algeria since,

in the meantime, Algeria was reconciled with Morocco without even
informing us but we maintained éur negotive attitude. We brcke
away from France for the same African reasons. We broke with
Morocco for the aame‘reasona. But truth is truth. In 1nternationa1

bodiea,'from the Caeablanca Charter to the Non-Aligned Conference,
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we meintained that the Western Sahara belonged to Morocco; we
supported Morocco until 1972; there was no Polisario when Algeria

had been indevendent since 1962, This is a fact. We have nothing
at all against a people., You are familiar with cur theoryt the

People's quality is not dete;mined by number or size of territory,

"it is determined by its existence as a people, Each people is the
equal of ancther. Here the politicel fact is the expression of a
desire for independence. But up until 1972 we have not recorded
such an expression, except by way of Moroccan démarches designed
to obtain African support and that of the Arab States against
Spain, a suppert which vas given to Morocco.

We declined to make our position clear because we were a member
of the Ad Hoc Committee. It was our duty to be silent about our
perscnal views ang to reconcile our brothers of the North, all

Arabs and Moslems, do everything so that a round table meeting
may be held, to attain the objective we aimed at:s to stop the war
and negotiate a sclution of the problem, They are the same populations
and no one can deny the community of combat linking all the

Peoples of North Africa against imperialism with a war which has
already cost dearly both in men and in money. Por this reason it is
our duty ‘not to arouse passions or war whigh are not coﬁstructive;

the perfect legitimscy of a cause cannot be.detérmined by more or
less interested allimances on the political plane; for a man of
conscience, legitimacy should determine his positive attitude, In )

ten years you find ycurmelves again with the same brothers, but

by drawing lessons from the passion with which some have intervened
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they will regret it. One dées not applaud the casualties of a
war between brothers. One does not encourage killings between
brother peoples. One must have a constructive attitude when one

is among brothers,

It is true that we have admitted precvisional governments

in the OAU and we were amcng those who accepted it, Take the
example of Robertoc Holden, leader of the Angola Naticnal Liberation
Pront (?LNA). We appointed him as diplomat at the Guinean Embassy
in New York with a Guinean diplomatic passport. We asked him to
represent us cn the U.,N. Decolonization Commission. We were in
favour of the admission of the Holden government to the 0AU. But
in the end the pcsitions of the People's Liberation lMovement of
angela (MPLA) turned out to be more just than these of Holden s
FNLA. Ve had analysed the situation and had given our support to
the MPLA, when Holden as the head of a Government was sitting among
us, What diéd this bring us to 7 With regard to so=-called
Prench Somaliland, there was a liberation movement in Ethicpias,
a liberaticn movement in Scmalia, and an oppcsition movement in
Djibouti. But finally it was the movement from inside that was
chosen by.the People in the elections.

Equally, fer the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic
(GRPA) we fcught to get it admitted to our deliberations, In
Monrovia in 1959 Guinea imposea it as a cdngition of its
participation. In fact the Conference did not want to admit the
GPRA. We said that we recognized that it d4id not represent an

independent state, that it was a Liberaticn Movement, but because
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cf the magnificent struggle that it waged courageously against
Prcnch.imperialism and colcnialism, we should accept the GPRA
in cur rarks tec demcnsatrate tc Prance our complete solidarity with
the combattants. We went so far as to make quite clear our fimm
determination not to occupy our seat if the GPRA did not occupy
its seat. That was in 1959 in Mcnrovia, When the GPRA representative
game to Guinea we were askea not to receive him and threatened. We
gave orders for the Algerian flag to be raised and, in the room
rnext to ours, to receive the GPRA representative who is at present:.
Minister of Poreign Affairs, brother Ben Yahia who is present in this
reem ¢ Tnﬁs we continuea the same struggle, As for Nigeria, a
gseparatist movement was created proclaiming that Biafra was born,
that a government was formed, fixing the statutes of the new state;
we refused tc reccgnize it. If in Nygeria it was imperialism that
éeminated, and Biafra had set up a government against this
imoerialism, we wculd have been cne of the first to recopgnize it
and ask for OAU support; but there is the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, an independent state member of the OAU, and here on a
secessionist and tribalistic basis brothers set up a state, giving
itself a cecrnistitution, and the whele province waged a war of
secessicn. Ve said we weculd be cn Nygeria's side, We must say that
scre cf those who led the secession were eur personal friends.
Wher. a perascnal friend spcke on the radic to proclaim secession
we wrote to him to cenounce him and te¢ll him that we were no longer
his friend, that we were on the side of the national unity of the

Nigerian Pederation.
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We repeat that we are keeping to the histcrical facts. When we ..
became President of the Government of Guinea cn October 2,1958, the
Press called me "the youngest President in the world."™ Today, thanks
be to God, we are the Vice-Dean of African Heads of State, the
Dean being the hencurable President Habib Bourguiba. Hence we

have watched the film of the African liberaticn combat and seen
all its sequences. Even if we are not intelligent we have a certain
. experience, We will never treat a problem appartaining to the
principal centradiction in the same way as a problem which we
censider to'be intefnalﬁto our Organization. This is a line of
conduct which we intend to remain faithful to. l
teé us go further and examine the case of our Saharan brothers,
They have the fight éo form a liberation movement. They have the
right to gek for our support. We can give it just as we can reluse
it, byt they have the right to demonstrate their will. This 1s a fact.
But if two African states, members cf the 0AU, are at war, are we,
yes or no, going tc intervene to obtain a ceasefire and settle
the problem opposing two member states in a peaceful fashicn 7
When the problem is internsl cnly the peaceful solution must
prevail, when it is external then it is violence.
When we give assistance to a ccuntry to exercise violence

againat imperialism it is cur duty. Thus, if we have anxieties

it is become some of us tend to confuse ideclogy with politics.
Ideology ia always abstract, it.agta dewn the finmlity, it is the

choice of an ensemble of ccherant ideaé defining relaticns between

men end nature, between man and men, the principles of 1ife, methode



- 28 -

of analysing problems, the principles of behaviour wheh faced by
problems. But politice is a concrete fact, a question of translating
ideas, If you like, Politics is an idea expressed in concrete terms,
although one must still know what concrete means | We are the
Leader of Guinea, and perhaps if we were in Algeria we would not
be a Leader. One must be familiar with the environment in Lwhich one
acta, use the proper language, transform nature with the
knowledge of things and ways of using them. Here inside the OAU
our anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist ideology constitutes our
identity. We want to make Africa respdnsible and dignified, and this
is also our identity. However there are differences between us; our
regime'&o not have the same constitution, dc not obey the Bamé
principles, do not use the same political and social systems, But
if we turn these differences ihto cobstacles then intolerance sets in
and each one of us will think he has the key to all problems. Hence
we must transcenmd these differences to take-our identity into
account, reinforce our community of combat, because unsolved
proplema are bigger than those that have been solved. So far in
fact we have not been able tc fix the prices of our raw materials,
wé have not managed to integrate our transportation and tele-
communications, currency is under foreign sovereignty in many
countries, et cetera, all things that command the African future,
We have not solved the problem of self-sufficiency in food and

we are tributaries of the eiterior in many fields.
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With regard to the question cf the Western Sehara it should be
stated that prcblem kere concerns the Ad Hoc Committee which has been
formed, and we must inform you that in Khartoum, after the session,
it was we who proposed a sub-committee composed of two colleagueq,
General Obasanjo and General Mcussa Traoré who were to undertake
steps and make efforts to cbtain a peacetul settlement of the ccnflict.
Afterwards, this sub-committee repcrted cn its activity. But there
was a procedurial error to which we will érgw your attention nov
80 that you mav really know what we tg;nk deep down, This repcrt
should have been submitted to the Committee before the Summit. We
have néthing against anyone, perhaps peopie were in a nu;ry, Qut we
did not attend any meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee. We simply saw
documents distributed and we were tqys plaeced before the accomplished
facts. Should the Press have been told that the procedure was wrong 7
We thought it better not to cut of respect for the 0AU. So we kept
Bilent, At the time of the vote for the adoption of the report

submitted to the 16th summit we replied: "Guinea votes because it is
a member of the Ad Hoc Committee", At the Monrovia Summit you heard
us express cur reprobation of the form..But if we do not clsrify

and do not render public today our reserves of that time, no one
would uqderstand why we are not in the same pcsition as certain
members of the Aé Hoc Committee, For this reason we give the

required details in order to avoid any untruthful interpretation

or confusion regarding our ideas and attitudes regarding the

Western Sahara problem.
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Three weeks before the meeting that was due to be held in
¥enrevia, and it mustvbe.reccgnized censidering that we will

never tell lies for gold or silver, nor for titles, dignity being

doing what one says and saying what one does, and lies disqualify
men; Morocco wrote to the President of the OAU feor two reasons:
1)--Morocco epressed suprise that two members of the
Ad Heoe Committee or Committee of Sages, that is to say P;esidents
of Mali and Tanzania had taken position publicly in favour of the
7 quisario against morocco. As is known, Morocco disputed the
neutrality and objectivity of these two members which it rejected.
2)—-Morocco asked for a postponent of the meeting of the
C‘ommittee of Sages to & later date. R .
‘The Chairman of the 0AU consicdered that theproblem was important.
He went to Ccnakry #here we hsd a meeting of four hours with him,
We told him: "it is not a questicn cof transforming the
Committee of Sages into a tribunal, The efficacity of the action
to be undertaken will be a tesult of acceptance of a ceasefire
and above all the reccnciliation of brothers who fight and kill
each other. Keep our intimate positions tc ourselves and let us do
everything to reconcile them. But if we want to decide around a
round table we must firstly analyse all the arguments so that a
Just sclution may come out cf our meeting. Worocco asks for a
postponement ? +¥ell then let us accept 1t but let us ask it to
propose a new date.,” It was three weeks before the meeting and the
other members had not yet moved, If Monrovia had taken ;nt&

consiceration what we were agreed on perhaps the members waduld
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have been notified of Morocco's request for a postponement and the
meeting would have been held at another date; and perhaps one may
have been able to make a step féorward. But the meeting was held

at the original date which was maintsineé despite the request for

a postpcnement.

Let us now talk of procediérs: what is.an Ad Hoc Committee, a

commission of a parent organization 7 It is a working instrument.

It has no sovereignty to exercise and cannot publish its report nor
its cenclusions, It was designated by the Summit cf Heads of State.
Respect dueito‘the Heads of State demanded that all resources for

a ceasefifé and reconciliation be mentioned in the report, that

if there were difticulties they be mentioned also, and that the
Cémmittee go before the Summit to present its report. Unfortunately,
in Monrovia, the radio published all the motions and redolutions
adopted by the Ad Hoc Cdmmittee, and in one of them the United
Nations, the Non-Alaigned Movement and all International organizaticns
were asked to teke intc considerationm no other position except

that dictated by it in the name of Africa. Ve are a member of fhe
Ad Hoc Committee, we do not accept this kind of procedure; others
can accept it but we do not accegt it.' A working commission is a
working commission; a part cannot substitute for the whole, and the
whole is the sovereign ensemble of Heads of State. Every Government
has its working commissions but none of them wil publish a decree or
a law without the knowledge cf the Government. If we do not teke:
care, passicnate examination of problems and the political alligncea

apparent in our debates will certainly lead to a weakaning of

LT
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the OAU and division between OAU member states.

The OAU 18" ndt a t?gde uhion ot Heads of State, nor a politicel
party with a single ideolcgy tc practice. The OAp comprises
scvereirn states obeying different ideologies. We must teke this

reality into account and sclve cur problems in a unitarian and
renlastic spirit.

What dc we want ? Let us be clear. If we want the Saharan
Arab Demccratic Republic (SADR) to be a member cof the OAU it must

be stated clearly, If this is the desire of the Saharan populations
vie will be yecur varnguard in orcer that this desire may be respected,
And if we want the Polisario tc be ccnsiéered a liberation movement
we must say sc. If the Ad Hoc Committee which has presented the
repert in nuestion still has your confidence you must show it.
Former libersticn mcvements present here today as representatives
of independent and sovereign states ycu were not suppertea by all
states, nevertheless you are here ss the 1eg;1 representatives of
free Naticns,

VYie members of the Ad Hoc Committee met before the opening of
the present session. Except for cne reserve that was fcrmulated!

all cther members agreed with the conclusions that the President of
the Republic of ;Senegal presented as current chairman of the OAU.
‘de also merit scme respect; and if we came to Freetown a day ahead
it was because this Committee was tc meet; otherwise we would not

have come on Mcnday,. June 30,1980,
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The aim cf our Committee of Sages is first -to stop the war so as
to re-establish a just peace. When we hear one say “we will continue
the war" and ancther say "we will continue the war" this raises a

question t If we must back up these bellicose positions we would
never have created an Ad Hoc Ccmmittee, and we would not be here.
If we are talking about procedure and debating tcday it is to
settle an.acute problem fcr the benefit of our Peoples. Hence we
shculd not follow two cpncsed grcups in their attitudea. We ought to
be perspicacious and exigent to get them to accept conditions for
stepping the war. Fer the Saharan Pecple, be they 74,000 persons
cr 74 millicn or a billion persons what interests us is the people's
will. Accerding to cur ideology, the people are the only source of
legitimacy and legality, the only container, subject and object of
the law. Only its freely-expressed will counts. We ask ycu not to
cenfuse the problem under discussion with certain problems which
we have solved already. The PAIGC, African Party of Independence

of Guinea and Cape Verde, fought against Poriuguese imperialism,

the PLN, the Algerian Naticnal Liberation Pront, against PFrance,
the Prelimo against Portugal. Because here it is a question of
Morocco, an OAU member state which moreover took the initiative

in the atrugg1e>for the liberation of the Western Sahara against
Spain during a period of over ten years. We are ready to change
opinion as soon as we learn that when consulted the Saharan people
expresses the desire to create an independent state, We say we
respedt the will of the people. If the people say "my territory

must remain integrated with the Moroccan patrimony" we are ready
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to respect the voice of the people. If they say "no, I prefer to
become completely independent and sovereign" we are ready to respect
its will. If they say "I want to beccme part cf an ensemble with
Mauritania™ we will assist in making ccncrete this freely-expressed
desire. Whatever the pecple's will it is an order which we must
obey. This is the undeniable right cf peoples to self-determinaticn,
The right to self-determination is resolution L514 ctf the U.N.
General Assembly of 1960 which has made it intc an internaticnal
law. But what is the crigin cf the resolution 7 Forgive us, but it
was we who presented it to the United Naticns in 1959, We are the
author anéd we exnressed this desire for the first time in a speech
to the United Nationg. The first translation of this resolution
was by an Algerian, Chanderly, and another by a Tunisian, Rasmoudi,
The discussion was open, the atmosphere heated, and the resolution
was nct voted during that session., Later the Scviet Union asked
for the resoluticn tc be amended so that all the sccialist countries
could assemble around her. We gave cur agreement., The final draft i
of the text was substituted for the first.

We went td the General Assembly in 1960 to take part in the
debates, The day after our speech in the UNO we had to leave for
Cuba. But then we saw cn television while we were still in New York
that the cold war was on just as we are in the process of doing
in another dimension here, There were 75 speakers down to answer

President Nikita Khruschev, the Secretary-General of the Soviet
Communist Party, who took off his shoe to beat on his desk. The
cold war wae 1gnited. The resolution guffered from it and its

adoption was compromised, We postponed cur jcurney to Cuba. We
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returned to the sessicn tc address the Assembly. We analysed the
situation and said Africa was not a piece cf merchandise, that
cur dignity cught not to be transformed into merchandise and

an cbject of propaganda. In the name of Africa we appealed to

all those who were tc speak on the issue askinhg them to refrain
from taking the floor, that the debates be stopped and that

a vote be taken, In this way the resolution was voted unanimously.
We thank God for having represented Africa on that day. Therefore,
we know_the resnlution, Anycne can violate it, but we.cannot; as
we have always said. But mpgt the terms be defined exactly 7

A liberaticn mecvement can demand the right to aelf-deterhination
in the name of its colcnized people. But if the SADR already
censiders itself an independent and sovereign state to be admitted
as such as a member of the 0AU, can the self-determination
principle still be a Jjust demand 7
This is why, if we really want a solution, we must say:™The

prcblem has its solution at an African level., We are going to
consult the Saharan population, whether there are 95% on the
territory of Morocce and 5% in Algeria does not matter. All the
Saharan populaticné will be assembled and we will consult fhem.
If the majority say "we w;nt to remain Moroccens" we will follow
the path of the majority. If a majority say "we want autonomy

in the Moroccan framework™ we will say agreed. Or if a majority
say "we want t¢ form a separste sovereign state apart from
Mauritania, Morocco and Algeria" we will sayi"brothera of
orocco, Algeria and Mauritania, accept the ;oice of the Saharan

populations. Africa asks you to, how, as members of the OAU,
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give your assistance, aid, friendship end support to this new state

so that it may make up for the considerable time lost during

the period of Spanish domination." The essential thing fer the
moment therefore is that there should be a consultation of the
populations; as long.as they have not expfessed their will the
diverse positions will be arbitrary and there will bhe an
escalation of violence,
This is the only just position we shoculd have adopted in this

chamber if we wanted to be at the service ¢f the Peoples of Africa,
to never utilize a problem concerning the future of a People to
gsettle other affairs or satisfy other passions. But if you do not
wish to take the dignity off Nations into account, and impinge on
national pride, you risk lemding the OAU into a dead end. The
Saharan wante to be & State and a People, but:Morocco also is

a People and a State.

We are familiar with Morocco., We went there in August 1959

to support Moroccan popular forces and the t?ade union movement.
We gave lectures in our capacit& as a trade un}on Head of State

in all the labcur exchanges of Morocco, we dia~it for demociacy.
We even interfered in Morocco's'domestic affairs and we admit it
here, We had relations with all the progressives all the time fror
1954 onwards. But we ought to tell you, dear brothers, that the
whole 6f the Moroccan Opposition, including the Mororcan Communist
Party, the trade union movement, the students, and all Moroccan
bodies form one single bloc opposed with thei; King to any

division of Moroccan territory. This is a reality. Even if we wanted
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to support cur Saharan brothers we cculd not do so by force. Let
us convince cur Moroccan brothérs: "all you have said about the
past is true, but make a sacrifice in the name of Islam, they

are sister populations, They want to form a State; accept the
political promotion.," We can eonvince by using reason; and the
sclution that will arise out of this fonviction will have the
chance cf being applied to make peace in North Africa. But if you

want war we do not want a war between brothers. We say so frankly.

Not only does the'wan“riek getting worse; but as someone said it
ma¥ be internationalized and it may also divide the OAU and the
Arab League, we tell you.ao right now.

Certain persons have taken the liberty of making threats when

it 18 a questicn of explaining and convincing.

With regard tc the statutes, Article 25 of the internal
regulations of the OAU is on page 53 of the brochure on the 0AU
which we have here: "tc be adopted all resolutions and decisions
mdst be carried by a two=-thirds majority of members of the
Organization", Witn regard to Article 28, ccncerning the
admission of a free African state, independent and sovereign,
there was rno dispute cver Guinea-Bissau for example; as soon as

we learned that the PAIGC had prcclaimed a state it was admitted

as a member., We were not ccnsulted cn the admission of Guinea-Bissau,

Nozambique or Angola, which were taken for granted; no procedure,

we are in them,-they are in usj but this is not the case with the

Wcstern Sshara, Things must not be mixed up, Until proof of the -
ontrary is proviced, Morocco is a member of the OAU. If the
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problem posed here is the expression of the will of the Saharan
People we will support that will, Whaiever the number of the
population of a People we are for the People; let this be clears
buf fnere‘g?et be a democratic expression te cenvince Morocco,

a8 democratic expression to convince everyone,

As for ouraselves we tried in 1976, we reveal this for the first
time, we tried to interest ou;selves actively in the problem. We
sent delegatfons to Morocco and Algeria. We never mentioned this,
not even in Guinea and much less so elsewhere. The militants of

our own- party did not know ébeut it. We proposed a final text to
Morocco and Algeria and we received their replies. They were both
agreed on our proposals for a definitive solution of the conflict,
and we were very happy because the end of this painful war was
getting near. But, afterwards, the process was bloekeé by the
Algerians.
Indeed, a few days after the 13th OAU Summit the late President
He Boumedienne sent us brother Yakher asking us to "suspend the
démarches in progrenss at the time until after the sessicn in
Mauritius", In the same period, Mauritania was subjected to a
military aggression, which allowed us to better realise what was
at stake.qs
We do not wish to go into detailefs The proceea.of settlement of
tHe conflic} was stopped despite ourselves, and for this reason
we told the Algerian Government's special envoy: "we will not
discuss this problem any .more since we have found a solution for

it1 When censulted the two brother countries were agreed and that
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was the best solution. But since you want war we will not
&iscuss the problem any more."™ This is why we Have:thot talked
about it since then. But if we say nothiﬂg at this” 17th summit,
when certain persons have sald that there are founding fathers of
the OAU here and many are appealing to us, if we did not take
the floor some pecple will say we are resigning, But nc, dear
colleagues, it is not a resignation ! We want to avoid the
spectacle of a division in the QAU when we have other important
problems to solve. The Moroccan People with 20 million inhabitants,
the Maufitanian People, the Algerian People, all are interested
and concerned. We mught to treat them with the same respect and
“interest. We should not side with one or the other.

The most efficacious and just thing to do is to bring together

all those who are concerhed and interested for a negotimted
solution. -

We have as an example the decolonization process of Zimbabwe.
Yho was te most engaged of the front line member states, Mozambique,
Tanzania.or Zambia ? But these states cannot say they did not

encourage the struggle, nor participated directly cr indirectly

in the negotiations to find the solution of independence of the
Zimbabwe People. Take also the case of Guinea-Bissau, Everycne knows
Guinea-Bissau counted on all sincere African countries loyal to

the caﬁae it defended, and the PAIGC did well to accept negotiations
around a table in Algiers with the participation of Algeria and
Portugal. Everyone also knows that the African Party for the
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Independence of Guinea'aquCape Verde, PAIGC, was supported

uncenditionally by Algeria and Guinea. When one is interested in

a ccnflictual situation one should necessarily take part'in
the solution, all the more so when one is concerned. But when
one cf the partiés concerned by the Sahara conflict dedlarea

that it does not want to take part in any negotiation, while it
is supperting the war effort under way, we ought to dblige it,
fraternally and amicably, to take part in the n;gotiations with
a vieﬁ to finding a solution. For this reason, we appeal to the
wigsdem of one and all. Let us forget what divides us at the
present time, and let us take into account what should unite us
ané ccncerns cur common future.

The war geing on at present risks leaving deecp scars which

will make the re-establishment cf mutual confidence difticult

ané prevent active ccoperation between our Peoples, For this
reasén, even if Article 28 concerns the admission of Aew members,
it is the Secretary-Generél's duty to answer a question asked
of him. Article 27 comes before Article 28, it was raiséd, and
if it had not been raised when the Secretary-~General was spgaking,

one could have said: "iﬁ ips finished, the reserve should have
been made before recognition of thé SADR was announced by a
simple majority of twenty six votes." But Morocco, according to
the Secretary-General, formulsted a contestation and the QAU
Secretary~General cabled the text of it before we arrived here,

Morccco is a member state, whether you like it or not. The 0AU
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is a veluntary Orgenization, each cne of .us jcineé it voluntarily.
Ve ée net want Sierra lecne tc be aﬂplace of division and the
breoking up cf the OAU, But if confusion sets in, the OAU will
break up, Ve tell ycu so. We have cur statutes which sayi. "nhenever
the interpretqticn of a statutery dispesition is requested.by a.
Stote, the cenference must decidée by a two-thir&imajority"; Morocco
has renuested, and it is its legal right tc do so, the interpretaticn
cf the netien of an African indepenéent and sovereign state, .This
éeﬁanés that we decide first of all on the prejudicial question; as
scon as it is posed it steps all discussion. What the Se;retary-ceneral
- 40ld us he shculd nct have dene because there is a'prejudicial
question; this is logical; and if there is no discipline, the
OAU will nct ccnsclicate itself. Ve are not a Party here, we are an
inter-state o*ganizaticn. If it were a congress we wculd be free to
refer tc the jeint ideclegical line to decide all litigation. But
vie are nct a Party, we are nct in a cengress, we are in a session
cf Peads cf State: The statutss unite us as we elaborated, discussed
and adcpted them. And why &id we talk in Monrovia of & two-thirds }
majcritj ? Because all decisions submitteé to the Assembly and
requiring a vote cemaéu a twc-thirus majority nominal vote, Each

member state can call for a nominal vote to emand respect for

cne cf the dispcsiticns of the Cnartér; even if one is unhappy with
‘such a‘'precedure it exists and must be respected. But let us suppcse

that even 49 states voted tc redognize the SADR, the Saharan Arab
Democratic Republic, woulé that stop the war instantly ? No !
since indepenéent states can be at war. Yet what we are seeking is

te put én ené to the war, Innocents are falling, That is the
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painful aspect and ve cannot subacribe te the path of genccice
between us for any reascn whatever,

This, thcn, brothers, is ‘the cbjective: to stop the war, There
are only two ways cf settling this cenflict, The first is war; cne
destroys the other and is victorious bty pnysical end material'fofce.
The second way is the peacéful way vihich vegins with negotiations,
with ‘the forée of arguﬁtnts, with the interpenetrrticn of
feelings until a ccmmen will is pern ta set cut cn a new pathe.

This is the cne prescribed to us, the peaceful patﬁ. It is viable,

it is tﬁe sclution, Hence, we éc'not want a victery fer anyone, we
want victbry fer.cur Pecples.  And we repeat: the scle and unique
gsource cf legalit§ and legitimacy is the People. The sole reference
for ail acts having  historiecal and_éocial scope is the People,
§c let us agree: if you want to renew the mandate of the A4 Hoe
Committee renéw it. But if you sdmit that the Saheran stete exists,
that it is a member of the OAU, the Committee hns no further raison
d'8tre. This indépendeﬂt state will be at war with ancther independent
state., And when you have already taken a negative stand in,fe1a£10n
tec a staie, the state will also mobilize frienély armies and
Africa will be at'war against Africa. If you want it, we wculd
‘never want it. Pof this feason, the President cf Nigeria told you
that there was an Ad Hoc Committee; if you renew its mandate it
will ccontinue its démgrchea and there will be nothing against it,
Hdrocco having saids "we will abide'byvthe proposal cf Presicdent

Senghor, we will answer the appeal with all parties concerned."
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Hence we have already fecund the way. If the current Chairman, the
President of Sierra lLeone, decided even within cne or twc weeks
‘to ccnvene the Ad Hoc Committee, .the interested ané concerned
parties will answer the call and attempt the .final reccnciliaticn.
Everything will be done to fgvour an entente between brothers, Whét
' precccupies us is the future. If the peaceful path exists it
" will be taken. If it Goes not exist there is no point in kéeping
this Committee. Because Nygerias is a member of_the Committee it
has preocsed that everything be done sc that the interested and
concerned ccuntries accept the éislegue in crder to put an end to
this painful cenflict. Mauritania which was cencerned and is
now cnly interested, Mauriténia,when it took the floor, said that
the Polisario and Morscco must engage in a dialogue, but the
interested countries like Algeria must help'them; this is jhstice.
. If the inte;este@ countries do not help them, it will be a dialogue
between deaf people. The Sudan, another mémber cf the Ad Hoc
Committee, has made the same proposal. We are a member of the
Ad Hoe Committee and we have made a similar proposal, If it is
not accepted the Ad Hec Committee must be dissolved, '
The admission by a simple majerity is contested by the
prejudiciél questicn pcsed.by Merocco. This prejudicial question
must be answered by a twe-thirds majerity before the admission.
If the twc-?hirda majority is not cbtained by the prejudicial
questicn, those whe have reccgnized the Saharan Arab Bepublic

are free (they did so in all scvereignty) to centinue to suppert it.
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© But this regcgnition deces not engage the 0AU, fior does it follow
that the SADR is admitted as a member of the OAU., As long as the
statutes cf the OAU are not respected no irregular decision will
engage the respcnsability of the 0AU. Things must be clear, -
Dear Brethers, painful preblems like thet of the Middle East

have rnot been ciscussed by us ané so we are geing to say a few
werdés about them. With remard to the Palestine L1beraticn Organizatior

(PL0), the first Head of State tc have paid it a visit in a camp
vas curself. On Falestine scil we said: "even if the werld abandons
yeur cause; even if the Arabs betray yocu, Guinea will remain
loyal tc your cause; it will be at ycur side until victory."
After the Israeli angreséicn cf 1967 ycu waited for how many years
befere breaking with Israel ? As fer ﬁuinea, in the first days ot
the war between Egypt and Israel it expelled all Israclliis’ from the
_countfy. You, ycu vaitec several years tc break off relations, Ve
dc nct behave in the éame way. But the development Bf the situation
in the Micédle East is in a stage that demands that Africa manifests
itself. The Arabs dc ncf agree with the Camp §ayid accords and
they have said so, it is 2 fact, but America has manifested itself.
Zurcne has just m;nifesteé itself, It has made pécpqsals. Vthat is
‘stenoing Africa'ffcm studying in éepth the subject and making
nrcnqsals, couragecus :nésAsuscen:ible of stopping this war

which has lasted 32 years ?
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Hence we need a sense of responsability and,%o cultivate love
of histerical truth, The precgress of the People and of all Peoples
should be the point of refe?ence for all our ideas and attitudes -
a8 a basis for determining everything. For this reason wh must -

' use this point of reference regearding the sgharané, and support
all the decisions and aspirations-that wouléd arise out of a
conaultaﬁicn. Apart from this way there is only the way-of war
and adventure and wé ask you not to tske this path, We ask\you_
to be firmon a peééefultpcéit;cn for reconciliation ¢f our Arab
brothers. Whatevé; the sclutiqn,_if the war is stopped, if the
pépulaticns are préseryed, if peace is established, we can obtain
- ceceperation which ;slthe inaispepsable"glement for African stability.
We thgrefore gnpeal tc everyone to get.out of the atmosphere of
passion and aim at a single cbjectives the victory of Africa. We
launch an qppeal to everyone for thgﬁ té get the capability cf
'stopping this war, of reéqnciling all the brcthe;e,in the area
and put tﬁem cn the path of ccoperation._When speaking of African
* integration the Sahara problem should be examined from this
point of view. There is only one path leading ta this noble
objective and it is the path of negotiation. One must cenvince

with reascn and sentiment and not resort to force. One must not

use the argument of force but ferce of argument.

.
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" Today we hava'cannonl. and wo_ebuld use bomders to Eill sach
other, but‘'let us use them elsewhers to gombat those who humiliate
us, and let us use reason to reach an agreement within our

family of Africa. ’ ’ ' ’ :
Porgive us fér taking up so much of your time, dear colleagues,
but we wanted to 'make our attitudc.cleaf.

Bach one of us is free to act. The People'#d Revolutionary

Republic of Guinea for ite part will remain loyal to the 0AU,
‘It abides by the statutes of the OAU. It will never violate them
to please anypne;'We will please only Africa, For this reason, aws
long as the stetutes sre not reépucted, we will fight, we will
express oufaelyeé before international and-Afriean‘public opinion
for the respect of the OAU and respect of the legal Charter of our
unity, ' ‘
In ccnclusion we remindyou of our appedn to choose the path of
negotiation and fraternity3 and to dbdndon the path of war, because
even if victory is won by ‘war, it would leave sequels that would
cppose us continually, - '
We hope that the 0AU will triumph in 1ts debates and that God
will guide us to the happineaa of our Peoplel and peace in the

world. !

i
1

\ ST ) Ready for the Revolution

Ahmed Sékou TOURR
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CLOSING SPFECH = AT THE 17TH SUMMIT
OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE
ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY.(0.,A.U.)
'MADE BY PRESIDENT AHMED SEROU TOURE
Preetown, July 4,1980

¥r Chairman,

bear Colleagues, .

It is cur:honour in the name of our Cenference to convey the
sincere tharks of all Heads of State and Government cf the 0AU
‘to the current Chairman cf our Continental Organization, the:
llluatriouazﬂead of Statétof Sierra Leone, the indefatigable
combattant who led the struggle at the head of his People to
record for his Naticn great victories in all. fields, We wish him_
again, in the name of everyone, excellent health, longevity and
especially complete efficﬁci}y in the accomplishment of his.high
m}saion as the guide of the destinies of our‘Oréanizaticn for the
coming year.
~ We convey to the valiant People of Sierra Leone or sincerest )
thanks for its permanent mecbilization Guring the days we péve passed
émong them, to aignify to all Africe their complete willingness to
take part . fully in the African combat for progress. v
We also thank all the participants in the 17th Summit who

have contributed to the success of the Summit, and who have
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disspiteé.all anxietiep ahd dogpts about the irreversible Sharacter
cf our Orgenizaticn's march towards the‘ideals of liber?y and
pregress preclaimed- by ;te Charter. We know that even though
certain viewpoints were scmewhat passionate, &f statements by
certain pexple were more cr léaa sour, all this had‘but one and
the same aim, to engage Africa in mere powerful solidarity, And
mere active, baded on mutual cenfidence and favouring, at each
stage of cur Continent's history, the unity of action of, our
-Peoples and gevernments. Thus out of the diversity of argumeﬁta
ané poaitions has afieen a convergence of all minds tcwards the
same aim: the reinforcement of the commen bases of action in the
exclusive interest of our Peoples,

The struggle against imperialism, the combat against colonialism
and neo-colenialism, the ccmbat against under-development conatitute
the common Genominator ficcepi2d by all, and the struggle for the
complete liberaticn of Africa mobilizes us, cur Peoples and our
consclences, We still have on the-agenda crucial problems that
" demand hhe rigcrcug, rational and consfant utilization of -all our
physical and intellectual energiée. It is & question netably of
liberating Namibia whose existence as a colony is shameful to all
humanity, -because we well remember that South West Afriéa was'a
Germany cclony, like Tanzania when it was Tangenyika and North
Cameroon-which has become an integral part of the United Republic
‘of Camercon. The situation is the same tor Togo which is also

liberated today. The U.N. Security Council has taken away South
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African tutelage over Namibis. Our ccntinent is therefore placed
befcre its responsabilitien, since South African Republic domination
cver Namibia no longer hss legal Jjustification, and for this reason

we must meet the challenge lsunched by imperialism and rehabilitate
ourselves by making an effective c¢ontribution to the acceleration
of the decolcnizaticn process for the brother People of Nemibia.

Wle must also remember the shameful situation created ;n Angola
by the Scuth African racists. Yesterday, like many of you, we
receiveu a message from the current Chairman of the Non-Aligned

Mcvement, cur cemmon friend, cur brether in arms, the President of
the tocinlist Republie ¢f Cuba, comrade Pidel “astro, drawing our -

attention tc the situation prevaiiing at present in Angole,.and

aeking cur States te react vigorously so that the acquisitions of

the snti-imperialist combat of Angola may be'preserved. We are sure

that each cne cf us on his return will not fail to alert the

Security Ccuncil or the General Assembly of the United Nations, faced

by the criminsl activities.of imperiglism in southern Africa, to
pretest mest energetically on behalf ef~hts People., Bach one of us

shculd mobilize even more the conscience of African masses with .

regard to the South Africaﬁ Republic's insclence unrivalled in barbary

by any regimo however Pascist. A

The strurgle for Africa's integratgn. and economic development
. was menticned in speeches and the action plan saopted by the special
Lagoa summit shculd from now on guide our activities, because if

political liberation is a prior condition, we must know that only
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economic liberaticn will meke us really independent. Africa is not
a poor continent., If we speak of poverty and insufficiency it is
because we have not. yet pecoled the immense moral, intellectual

and material wealth of cur continent and the numerocus ways at hand,
not to mention the most diverse poténtisl whose effective
development cculd make Africa a powerful entity on the econcmic
plane immediately.

We are right therefere to draw up a plan of gcticn for the

eccnomic integration and development of cur centinent, but, at

all times, we must improve cur werking metheds, We are an Organ-
ization which has the duty and the right to adapt itself to the
varicus phases of cur Peoples' evclution, to seek ways that

exist and-incréqse centinuously, and to find the best conditions
for using them with a view to acceleratig the political liberaticn
process, as well as the economic and sccial liberation preccess

of cur common fatherland, Africa. Of course, we are living in a
pericd in which this country needs thet country, but this does not
mean that a needy country should be "absorbed"., If we are to receive
from others, we shculd do sc with dignity and not forget that .

we have lived with our own forces and we will live better if we
stop dispersing our efforts and means,

In a word we must liberate-ourselves from all forms of

alienation and we cen do so. Pre-colonial Africa did not need

any other continent to elaborate its civilization, to determine

its relations between Africana and nature, to determine the quality
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of relaticns to be established inside African scciety. Africe has
always shown ability, imagination and creativity. Cclonizaticen
came to interrupt Africa’'s march, Kearly all of us have suftered the
hard trials cf‘colonialism which correspend to an eclipse of our
history inscfar as this scourge plunged us into a coentext of
irresponsability and indignity. But today,thapnketo struggle and by
means of struggle the majority of Africen countries have .
reconquered the right to independent life. It is true that other
continents are still gréaning under cclcnial exploitation, .
deprived as we were cf the scvereign exercise of the attributes of
freedom, Téday therefore we ought to change and.liberate ourselves
aiso of the insufficiencies and sequels of the colonial system. .
This liberation which begins with intellectual and mental liberation

means returning Africe, reintegrating Africa in its personality,

its aspirations, and defend Africen dignity, &nd at all times oand
in all places tc remain mobilized and intransigeant in the
legitimate defence of ohr continent's superior interests.

This new liberation of Africa is incumbent cn each one of
our Stetes, We must reccnquer all -cur rights entirely, all cur
means, our personality, our dignity and remain continually
responsable for our destiny. We may well demand new terms of
exchange, fair tariffs, effective control of'our resources, but
will these demanis be satisfied if our econcmies remain vulnerable
becauée of the absence of a minimum of integration cr even

a minimal policy of ccncertation ?
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Africent is capable ci forming an exemplary econcmic and

pclitical community, en entity much larger than others since

it covers 27,500,000 squére kil&metres when the United States of
America cover 9,400,000 square kilcmetres, the Soviet Union
22,400,600 Square kilemetres, China 9,480,000 square kilometres,
and Eurcpe  organized into the Buropean Ecohomic Community
1,528,000 square kilometresi Africa is in the lead., Now geographic
data must be taken into ccnsideration tc determine the economic
pctential of ccuntries, No, Africa is not poor, and those who say
they are ppor because the}r s80il is poor say they are poor because
they still are unaware cf what nature places at their disposalj
they neglect the facﬁ that if their ccuntries are apparently not

very rich natural rescurces are immense elsewhere, and these are
the rescurces cf the African community. To take the argument

furthér, even if an African oountry is objéctively deprived, it

ia rich all the same inscfar as a policy of econcomic complementarity
between our States can enable us to redistribute wealth,

- As we have Qaid Africe has the duty to explecit the immense
pctential of its soil and subaéil. China's pcpulation is 900
millions, but this does prevent China being a state sana an unitary
‘state and a powerful one. That of the USSR is 270 millions with
16 states; the populaticn of the United States of Americe is 220
million with 51 egates. These pcpulations do not prevent these
collect}vitiee from being strengly integrated econcmic communitieg.
with 450 millicen peeﬁle and 50 states why shouid not Africa
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constitute just as strongly integrated a Community 7 If we want to
forge ahead and really convert our differences into powerful
factors of identity, personality and influence we must turn to
the creation of new structures, 0t course it will be up fo each
Nation, as seen in the exqmples we have Jjust given, to cbntinue to
be af liberty to choose the sclution of its own problems. Structures
are needed enabling each State to incarnate the whole of the
cohtiﬁent and-assume the defence of'Africa's ccmmon interests. with
more rigour and efficacity, This is not a utopic point of view,
it is inscribed in the legie of history, If we do not do it our
éhildren will, if our children do not do it our grandchildren will,

S0 we might as wéll start the joint eonnomic‘éevelopment of our
countriés now. Pioneers in political liberation we should also

be pioneers in économic liberation , in the struggle for mastery of
cur resources. Africa must unite and, as the regretted Dr Kwame

Nkrumah . put/so claverly t "Africe should be uniten and march
resclutely towards the United States of Africa"

The Africa éf tomorrow im in gestation in cur ccnsciences today,
in our 1nte11ectual, technical and technological abilities of tcdéay,
and especially in our will, our political will to surpass ourselves
to be usfful te the history of Africe and humanity.

In this struggle therefore each one of us will find a place
according to his efficacity, the cons%ancy of his attitudes in the
defence of African interests, the objectivity marking ali his

decisions and attitudes towards Africen problems,
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We heve all mentioned here the firmness that should inspire us,
This is ncessary because one must always be clear. Without logic,
without a line of.conduct expressing our 1deas, a line which should
urderline our activities, we will never be able to incarnate
African yirtuea ebrrectly. Africa mus£ be united, but Africa is

diverse; we cught.to make diversity an element of unity,not
division, Por this reason each cne of us was right to speak with
vigeur, determinaticn and frenkness, Frahkness, firmness in the
deferice ¢f 1deas have as their only aim to reach agreement so that
cur chcices may be the mest juéicious pessible, This objective
has ‘been attaine& and the rgseluticns vie have acopted should be
tclloweé up with @he same cbjectivity, the same frankness so
that cne may knew that, in Sierra Leone, Africe reintorced its
unity, and starting with this Summit the commen struggle will be
more pcwerful because it is guided by a spirit of uﬂity as
characterized by cur debates,

As we have saié firmness is necessdry for action, but
ccnciliation is an imperatif by reason of the sovereignty that
each State enjcys, No one can dictate to a-State what it éoes not

want. Hegce ccncil}ation 18 imperative to the reinforcement of
our unity of acticn, We must always show a sparit of sacrifice
end a desire tc transcend in order to accelerate our march, For
this reason we sheculd aare te pose the real problems, dare to
enalyse them correctly, dare to make the best choices, But it is

not only e questicn ot cenceiving happiness, one must also want
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and achieve it. The essential is hence resumed in daily action
we are tc carry cut, each in his own ccuntry, to translate into
coricrete terms the desire for progress, the will to unity, the
will tc demogracy which animatea African Peoples,
As we said'there is a ccmmon idgentity, let us incarnate it,
Dialectic in general and particular shculd dominate all our
éebates but each cne of us, at home, will answer to the
particular realities of his country, because the means tc be used
must -be known for acticn to be efficacious.

*Phis dielectic in general end particular explains then the
scrupulous respect cf each naticnal sovereignty, all the more so
that a céuntry with incomplete or abscrbed scvereignty cannot
%ulfill ifs tasks in ensembles cr play its role in them cerrectly.
In shert, each ccuntry will be itself and remain so, in an
eccneomic ensemble which will enable it tec face up tec preblems
vhcse sclution is beyond its means, .

We call upen everycne to display more scliaarity in diversity,
unity cf acticn in diversity, joint political will, mutual respect
and lcve cf truth,' This last expreaaiop is of capital %mportance
in 1life. Man lives and diea § the heritage he leaves is the
moral personality that his existence transpires and nothing is
more eternal than truth.' All impulsions that ruin unity cr union
are caused by lack of love fer truth. If men cannot agree on
the basis cf truth they will know only disunity. Respect of truth
and objectivity makes it possible to overcome the worst déadlocks
in the soluticn of problems. Th? OAU's real weapons therefore will

be truth, cbjectivity, the spirit of sacrifice, the spirit of
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conciliation, and the common desire to remain tcgether, to wofk
together, tc rehabilitate ourselves together, to .make Africa a
veritable political, ecencmic and socioscultural entity aisposing
of all its rights, respected S& otherustatés and continents,
en entity meking a quality contribution to the march of humanity.

TLong live the Republic of. Sierra peone'l
Long live the Organization of Africen UNity !

Ready for the Revolution !

Ahmed Sékou Touré
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