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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PAN-AFRICAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION

1. Resolution CM/Res.404 (XXIV) on the establishment of the
 Pan=African Telecommunications Union was adopted by the Twenty—
Pourth Ordinary Session of the OAU Council of Ministers in February
- 1975. . Thisg resoclubtion, after having approved the establishment of"
the Pan-African Telecommunications Union, requests the Administra-
tive Becretary-General to report to the Council of Ministers on

the future progress of its Implementation.

2o This implementation was begun during the Conference of
African Telecommunications Administrations held in Kinshasa (Zaire)
from 3 - 16 December 1975, under the auspices of the Coordinating
Committee ~f PANAFTEL: +he QAU, ITU, ECA and ADB., The main
purpose of this Conference was to study ways and means with a

view to the egtablishment of a Pan--African Telecommunications
Union. '

Se Furthermore, the purposes and objectives of this Conference

were to:
'~ Follow up the implementation -of the PAWAFTEL scheme

~ Btudy ways and means with a view to coordinating the
Pan-African /Telecommunications Network A

-'Sfudy methbds to modernize national telecommunications
networks

- Ensure methodical and integrated sub-regional
telecommunications services

' — Harmonize development agreements between the continent's
national telecommunications administrations.

4, - The OAU and ECA Secretariats had prepared a draft constitu~
tion .-for the Pan-African Telecommunications Union to facilitate

the work of the Conference. And it was in the light of aforesaid
Resolution CM/Res.404 (ZIXV) of the OAU Council of Ministers and
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of the draft constitution that the Conference of African‘
Telecommunications Administiations made a lengthy study concern-
ing the establishment of a "Pen~Africen Telecommunications Union".

5e The Conference adopted a resolution in whieh it  decided
to establish the Pan-African. Pelecommunications Union in
accordance with the desire expressed by the Assembly of Heads
of State and Government during the OAU Summit Conference held in
Kampala (Uganda) in July/August 1975. This resolution is
reproduced as an annex to the present report.

Ba + To this end, a Steering Comnmittee composed of nine members:
(Algeria, Botswana, Congo, Ghana, Kenya, Morocco, Central African
Republic and Zaire) was appointed by the Conference. The task

of this Steering Committee will be to study a draft convention

or constitution on'the basis of the various proposals put forward
by the OAU General Secretariat. It would also be studying all
aspects connected with the functioning of the Union, including -
administrative and financial matters, and wouwld be assisted din this
by the OAU, ITU, ECA and ADB.

7o The resolution requests the Administrative Secretary-
General of the OAU to do everything possiﬁle to facilitate the
work of the Steering‘Comﬁitteem It further requests him to
convene a Conference of Plenipotentiaries before October 1976 in
Addis Ababa on the organization of the Pan--African Telecommuni-
cations Union,

8e The present report is being submitted to theICouncil of
Ministers in order that:
— The OAU General Secrebtariat may receive the necessary
directives with a view to the implemeéntation of the
annexed resolution.

~ The OAU Counecil of Ministers recommends the Advisory
Committee on Budgetary and Financial Matters to approve

' necessaxry expenditure for the meeting of the Steering
Committee and the Conference of Plenipotentiarieé on the
establishment of the Pan-African Telecommunications Uniod
to be held in Addis Ababa in October 19786.
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BESOLUTION CONCERNING THE HSTABLISHMENT
OF THE PAN-AFRICAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION

The Conferecnce of ﬁfrioanﬁTelecommunioation,Admin;stramions
(Kinshasa, 3 - 16 December 1975), |
3 i t
Congidering OAU Resolution CM/Res.404(XXIV) approving thé creation

of the Pan-~African Telecdommunication TUnion,

CUongcioug of 'the need to ensure otderly development of régional tele-
r communications gervices at a pace commensurate with the political, economic

and. social development of Africa;

Gbnsideriqg that there is & need arising out of the current develop—
ment of Pan-African telecommunications for collective action in the detailed

planning and management of the\projecﬁed regional telecommunicationd network,

Convinced of the need for a Pan-African organization making possible
the coordination of telscommunications development policies in Africa and
the harmonization of'operafional arrangements among the national telecommuw

nication administrations of the continent,

Taking cogmnizance t

.&) of the draft constitution, prepared by ‘the OAU and ECA after
taking due account of the views of the ITU,

1

‘b) of all pertinent proposals‘submitted to this Conference, \
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RESOLVES:

1,

2e

The

The

REQUESTS:

1.

2'.

To establish the Pan—-African Telecommunieation Union in aecerdance
with the wish of the Heads of State and Government of O0AU as
expressed in the OAU Summit Meeting held in Kampala (Uganda) in
July'1975,

To establish a Sterring Committee of nine members, consisting

of two from each sub-region and one member from Zaire in its

capacity as host of this Conference, who shall serve as Secretary,

terms of reference of the Steering Committee shall be:

a) To prepare a Draft Constitution or Convention on the basis
of various proposals made or to be made by the General
Secretariat of the OAU and by African ‘belecommunication
Administrations; ,

b) To study all aspects of the operation of the Pan-African
Yelecommunication Union, including financial and administrative

matters,

Steering Committee may be assisted in its work by the -ITU, ADB and ECA;

The Jeneral Secretariat of the OAU %o take all neocessary steps to

facilitate the work of the Committeej;.

The Administrative Secretary-General of tlhe QAU to convene a pleni-
potentiary Confébence in Addis Ababa before the end of October 1976
in comnection with the Organization of the Pan-African Telecommun®-

cation Union, on the basis of an agenda prepared in collaboration

. With the Steering Committee;

3‘0

The Administrative Secretary~General of the OAU to convey this
N, , E‘AFRICY,. .
Resolution to the forthcoming meeting of the{@ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂm@%ﬂ@h&sters
& . .
of the OAU. v,
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