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CM/715(XX:VI) 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE P.AN-ll.FRICAN TELECGr'Il'IUNICATIONS UNION 

l. Reso+ution CM/Res~404 (XX:V) on the establishment 
. Pan-African Telecommu.riications Union was adopted by the 

of.the 
Twenty-

Fourth Ordinary Session of the OAU Council of Ministers in February 
- 1975 •. This resolution, after hav:i.ng approved the establishment of' 

the Pan-African Telecommunications Union 1 requests the Administra­
tive Secretary--General 'to report to the Council of Ministers on 
the future pr0gress of its Implementation. 

2. This implementation was begtin during the Conference of 
African Telecommunications Administrations held in Kinshasa (Zaire) 
from 3 ~ 16 December 1975, under the auspices of the_ Coordinating 
Committee nf PANAFTEL: the OAU ~ ITU, ECA and ADB. The main 
purpose of this Conference was to study ways and means with a 
view to the establishment of a Pau--African Telecommunications 
Union. 

3. Furthermore 1 the purposes and objectives of this Conferenae 
were to: 

·-Follow up the implementation-of the P.AHAFTEL scheme 

- Study ways and means with a ·;;iew to coordinating the 
Pan-African 1Telecommunications Network -

- Study methods to mod<"rnize na·ti.ontl te::..ecommunications 
networks 

- _Ensure methodical and integ:rated sub--regional 
telecommunications ser:1ricen 

Harmonize development agreements between the continent's 
national _telecommunications administrat.ions. 

4,. The OAU and ECA Secretariats had prepared a draft consti,fu-
tion .for the Pan-African Telec0mmunications Union to facilitate 
the work of the Conference. And it was in the light .of aforesaid 
Resolution CM/Res.404 (xx:r<r) of the OAU Council of Minister.s. and 
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of the draft constitution that the Conference of African 
Telecommunications Administ·.·ations .made a lengthy study concern~ 
ing the establishment of a ":?cn,-African Telecommunications Union"o 

5. The Conference adopted a' resolution ip which it decided 
to establish the Pan-A:frican-Telecdmmunications Union in 
accordance with the desire expressed by the Assembly of Heads 
of State and Governmt?nt during the O:AU Summit Conference held in 
Kampala (Uganda) in July/August 1975. This resolution is 
reproduced as. ,_an annex. to the prese;nt- report. 

60 To this end, a Steering Committee composed of nine members: 
(Algeria, Botswana, Congoi Ghana,-Kenya, Morocco, Central African 
Republic and Zaire) was appointed by the Conference; The task 
of this Steering Committee w:i,11 be to study a draft convention. 
or constitution on· the basis of the various proposals put forward 
by the OAU General Secretariat... It would also be stuc,ying all 
aspects connected with the functioning of the Union, includ:i;ng 
administrative and ·financial matters, and wouJ.d be assisted in this 
by the OAU, ITU, ECA and ADB. 

7. The resolution requests the Administrative Sec~etary-
0-eneral of the OAU to do everything possible to facilitate the 
work, of the Steering Committee. It further requests him to 
convene a Conference of Plenipotentiaries before October 1976 in 
Addis Ababa on the organization ('f the Pan--African Telecommuni­
cations Union. 

' 
Be The present report is being submitted to the Council of 
Ministers in order that: 

- The OAU ~eneral Secretariat may receive the necessary 
directives with a view to the implementation .of the 
annexed resolution., 

- The OAU Council of' Ministers recommends the Advisory 
Committee on Budgetary ana Financial Matters to approve 
necessary expenditure for the meeting of the Steering 
Committee and the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the 
establishmerit of the Pan-African Telecommunicatio:p.s Unic1n 
to be held in Addis Ababa :in October 1976. 

,_ 
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RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE ESTABLISH!llENT 

OF THE PAN-AFRICAN TEI,ECOM!4UNICATIONS UNION 

The ConfeI'cnoe of AfI'ican.Telccommunication .Administrations 

(Kiiishasa 1 3 - 16 DecembeI' 1975)., 

Considering OAU Resol:uti~n CM/Res.404 (XXIV) approving th9 creation 

of the Pan-AfI'ican .Telecommunication 'Union, 

Conscious of 'the need ·to ensure oi'dcI'lY; development of I'egional te:i.e-

r communioations services at a pace commensuI'ate with the poii:tical, economic 

and. social· development .of Africa, 

G'onside:t'in_g_ that there is a neocl .arising out of' the curI'ent develop­

ment of Pan-,African. telecommunications for collective action in the detailed 

:planning, and management of the pI'ojected regional telecommunications netwoI'k 1 

Convinoed of the need for a Pan..,African organizat,i0n making possible 

the coordination of telecommunioations development policies in Africa and 

t'he haI'mcnization of· opeI'at'ional arI'angements among the national telecommu­

nicati.on administI'ations of the continent 1 

Taking cognizance 

, a) of the dI'aft constitution, ,prepared by the OAU and EGA after 

taking due account of the views of the ITU1 

'b) of all .pertinent proposals submi tt.ed to this Conference, 
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RESOLVES: 

1. To establish the Pan-African Telecommunication Union in aeoordancc 

with the wish of the Heads of State and Government of OAU as 

expressed in the OAU Summit· Meeting held in Kampala (Uganda) in 

July 1975, 

2. To establish a Sterring Committee of nine members, consisting 

of two from ea.oh sub-region and one member from Zaire in its 

oapaoi ty as host of this C,onference, who shall serve as Secretary• 

The terms of reference of the Steering Committee shall be: 

a) To prepare a Dra~ Constitution or Convention on the basis 

of various proposals made or to ne made by the General , 

Secretariat of the OAU and by African telecommunication 

Administrations; 

b) To study all aspects of the operation of the Pan-African 

' ~elecommunication Union, including financial and administrative 

matters. 
,, 

The Steering Committee may be assisted in its work by the·ITU, ADB and ECA; 

. 
REQUEST.S: 

1. The General Secretariat of the OAU to talce all necessary steps to 

facilitate the work of the Committee;. 

2. The· Administrative Secretary-General of the OAU to convene a pleni­

potentiary Conf&-ence in Addis Ababa before the end of October 1976 

in connection with the Organization of the Pan-African Telecommun'­

cation Union, on the basis of an agenda prepared in collaboration 

. ~i th the Steering Comini ttee; 

3. The Administrative Secretary-General 
\ 

Resolution to the fort.hcoming meeting 

of the OAU. 
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