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PAN—ﬂFRIC&N WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION
GENERATL, SECRETARIAT
Algiers, 6 August 1977

zThe Secretary Gefieral _
The Organization of African Unlty
Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

¢

Reguest fbr Subvention

Mr. Secretary General,

We have the honour to inform you that the Pan-African
Women's Organlzatlon will conduct =z number of act1v1t1es as
shown in its programme of Action adoPted durlng the meeting
" of the Pan~African Women's General Secretariat which was held
in Algiers from 10 to 12 July, 1977 and which brought together
11 member organizations out of the 12 (From Algeria, Mali, SWAPO,
Benegal, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Egypt, Madagascar, Liberia,
Congo and Tanzanla) '

Our programme egpeclally recommended:.

L 1) To seek contaots with member bodies with a view to
strengthening and widening P.W.0. relations so as to
further efforts of making known the documents of the
4th ngéress of P.W.0. held at Dakar in 1974 as well
as the resolutions of the International Year of Women
end within the spirit of the Women's decade as observed
by the United Nations Organization (U.N.0.).

2) The Holding of three important Semlnars ,

—' December 1977 Beminar of Solldarlty with the peoples
struggle against Racism and Apartheid in Southern
Africa.
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~ First Half of 1978, Seminar on African Infancy
within ‘the spirit of children's International year

(1979)

- Second Half 1978: Seminar dealing with the Status
of Afridan Women if possible (in collaboration
with Pan-African Jurists) L,

%3) The meeting of Pan-African Women Organizafion'é‘
Council end of 1978,

-~ The strengthening of relations with Intermational '
Tnsbitutions for a better understanding of problems
encountered in the promotlon of the African Woman.

- Half-yearly publication of the journal "African Women'.

- "The Runniﬁg'of PW.0. ngmanent Secretariat.

To enable us to achieve'theée initiatives ﬁithinlfhe
best condltlons, we klndly request from the A0th Segsion of the
Council ‘of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity a
subvention of US.$100,000 Dollars (One hundred thousand dollars)
" which will ehable us %o accomplish our programme of action,
and pay back the'debts‘acquired bearing in mind the financial
problems as experienced by our organization.,

We would like to recall to you-that due to the unfor-
tunate ineffié¢iency sorrounding the mail system' in Africa, it
was not possible for us to forward our requests for 1976 and
1977 to the OAU General Becretariat in good time, resulting
in the loss of the subvention generally to be granted to us
in the same manner as it is granted t¢ other Pan-African
Organizations.

Mre.' Secretary General, as we emphasised to you during
our meeting with you in Tripoli, the Pan-African Women's
Organization has' effectively distingiushed itself in various
fields thanks to the important assistance rendered to it on



CM/852(XXX)
Page 3

one hand by the OAU and on the other hand by the host country

of its headquaters. Unfortunately for two years we have not
had the valuable aid from the OAU for two years, which has
seriously handicapped our effectiveness and considerably reduced
our impact. We herewith forward you the report of activifieg_
of our Organization presented tc our last meeting on 10 July
1977, ‘ ' )

As you will find out gir, our Organization has not
fully accomplished its objectives in all its fields as reco-
mmended by OAU resolutions. as well as in conformity with its
statﬁtes. Next year also promises to be a very busy one . =
especislly at this time when the struggle for the political
and economic liberation is intensified and'éalls'for.increased
mcobilisation of all Pan-African peoples organizatioms.

Mr Secretary General, we urgently .appeal to the Advisory
cgommittee and the Council of Ministers through your good
offices so that it may consider our present request very lenicnily
.'and’carefully, wé dare say that the position of our organization
will not make you indifferent and that you .will whole-heartedly
help us carry out the mission assigned to us, we assure you of
our sincere desire of giving our modest contribution to the
task you are performing for the people of Africa.

We forward to you enclosed herewith a copy of our
previous request which was not followed up, as well as a copy
of our report of activibties and financial documents Justifying
the expenses of our last subvention.

We would like to reiterate our deep gratitude for the
interest and deep concern you have always shown to our '
Organization.

Wishing you complete success in the accomplishment of
your noble mission, please accept our total adherence to the
objectives of the Organization of African Unity and our firm
determination to support you in the realisation of all reseclu-~
tions for the liberation and prosperity of Africen peoples.

P.W.0. Secretary-General
Mrs. Fethia BETTAHAR
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: PANAFRICAN WOMEN'S ORGANIZATTON
GENERAL BSECRETARIAT

Ref, qo; 001%7 /DET /PAWO/8G /AZ./77

LTTESTATION

I the undersigned, Mrs. Taher Tsesurer - : ,
General of the Panafrican Women's Organization;, certify to
’ having'bouéht at diplomatic price, a Peugeot 504 station wagoﬁ

car on 26 ApPil 1977, for the Pan-African Women's Organization

as a serviee car, ‘ '

I'4

In tesﬁiﬁony whereof 1 am issuing this attestation.
e

Algiers 8 August 1977.
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PANATRICAN WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION
GENERAL SECRETARIAT -

Aigiefs, 6 August, 1977

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES

Durlng its Budgetary Segsion held in February 1975,

‘the OAU appropriated the sum of US. ¥ 35, 600 Dollars (Thirty
.five thousand US. Dollars which is 161,000 DA (One hundred 31xty
one thousand Algerlar Dlnqrs) . :

4,60 DA ¥ 35.000 = 161,000 Da

- T P l‘._j_.,.,-;’_"‘ iy m . . L
Ixpenditure ont%his Subvention: o

B
A

ualarv of Political Staff

a) From January to Deceftber 1976 724000 DA~

b). From January to December 1977 36,000, DA-.
- Postal Charges a 29,933 Db 25

Equipment-(purchase‘of 1 service car)22,772.DA 64

160,705, DA. 89
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REPORT OF ACTIVITES OF PANAFRICAN
WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION
Meeting of 12 July 1977 inp Algiers

Ls we mentioned in our introductory letter, we met
ot a very important historical moment of our continent. In
fact, our session was held at an exceptionally important period
with regards to matters related to the political developments
of our pe0ple, characterised by increased 1mper1allst aggroesions
aﬂalnst our peoPlas,

If our meeting today will be rev1ew1ng the P.A.w 0.
activities, and looking:at the situation, it will espec;ally
be aimed at looking at the real.situation‘on the African
‘ eontinent and enlightening us as to how we can effectively
dev1se new strategies to be undertaken by the Liberation Move-
ments. Our concern in geonformity with the statutes and the
. QAU charter remains the political and economie liberation of
the.African peoples who wishing that our ppeagntgmeeting'be,
like the’ #4th PAWC Congress in Dakar, a gathering of renewed
friéndéﬁi@, of the African Unityjand alse would pray that
our deliberations be 'logical, that is to say, bping about
- understanding and active solidarity which should enable us to~
A getheb$to'study the problems of our continent with a view to
‘£inding appropriate solutions.

_ It is our hope that this meeting will mark the beginning.
of increased céontribution of each one of us in the development
of PAWO, in the strengthening of the Unity among our national
Orgenizationg, that unity which will contribute tremendously
towards strong and genuine frlenashlp and understanding among
our States with a view to the strengthening &f the OAU; to which
we are fully committed.

A

Our last meeting in‘Algiers=resulted'in our coﬁfirming
important  resolutions and recommeindations made by the 4th
Congress and on the basis of which we prepared a broad prograumc
of action which should enable our organization to undertake a,
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number of activities at national ‘and international levels, and
strengthen.its moral aﬁthority gnq supporters.- i ’
. u
We were preoccupled with the realisation of our tasgks %'
by the Congress as a prlorlty during the Internatlonal Year for
Women which was well recelved by the 4th Congress. B e
Within the spirit of the‘fnternational'Yéar'for'Women
as proclaimed by resolution 3010 of the United Wations- General
‘ksgembly, which called for the doubling of efforts aimdd at
the promotion of equal rights, opportunltles and respon51b1—
lltles for the two sexes, t0 ensure full 1ntegrat10n of women
Vin world development activities and 1ncreased partlcrpatlon in
international cooperation for the congolidation 6f World Peace.-
The Pﬂwo recommends to all 1ts afflllated bodles to deploy all
their efforts in mob111s1ng women for communal activities leadlng‘
to social PTOgTess, national 1ndependence and international’

solldgrltyo

The International Year for"Women was hailed by gll.African
national orgsnizations which were ‘duty-bound to effectively
and deeply partici?ate in all activitieg to make this iﬁpqrﬁant

event.

Thus in Mali, Senegal, ‘Guinea, Somalia, Ivory Coas?t,
Caméroon, Burundi, Rwanda, Congo to mention just a few countries,
‘Naﬁlonal Preparator& Gommlttees were set up in which high
officials and the authorltles of these countries partlclpaﬁecn
A great deal of work was accompllshed in terms of research
contributing immensely to the fpccess‘of_thls year.

Within this spirit, on 8 March the International Day for
Women was observed for the first time during the International
Year, in Niger, Rwapda; Guinea-~-Bissau, and Ethiopia.:

-
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The International Year far Women was an opportunlty
for - giving confidence to millions of Africans and
neoessary strength for continuing their struggle for their
objeat1Ves, a struggle crowned with success. In a number
of "African eountrles, Governments have undertaken concrete
steps in the promotion of women.'

. In Zambia, and Tanzania the number of Women Members
of Parliament has inereased, in Kenya and leerla wonen were
appojnted into’ the Governments, for the first’ tlme. "In
Cameroon. Mauriténia, Benin and Gabon women were app01nted
.mlnlsters for Soclal Affairs. ‘ '

) For the first time-in Afrlca, in the Central African
_ Empire 'a women wWas appointed Prime Mlnlster.

/
i

Our Panafrican Women's Organisation, apiious to see
that women are more and more conscious and dynamic in the
political and economic liberation of Africa, undertook -
noﬁéble initiativés., From two notable seminars: The First
Semlnar at- the 1n1t1§t1ve of only the PAWO whlch ended in
tota; success 'was « held  in Mogadlshu from "2 to 6 April
1975 in collaboration with Somali Women's Union during the
International Year for Women desalt with such topics as "The-
Woman and her Fundamental Rights", "The African Woman the
thé economic develcopment of her Gountry“ '"The.Afrlcan Woman
and the National Iiberation Struggleﬂ o '

The Jlarge partiéipation By delegates from African
Organisations, Liberaﬁion Movenents, Observers, led to a.
harmonious agreement to take a common stand on major problems
regarding the promotion of the African Women.
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PAWO would like to pay homage to the Somali
Government, to the Somali Women's Union, for the hOSpl— ,
tal;ty offered to its Seminar and 1nsp1te of the
economic situation seriously affected by droug@ts

The resolutlon adopted underllnes the obstacles -,
to- be encountered in the harmonious prommtlon of “the. Afrlcan

*

Uoman especially colonisation and underudevelopment. :

During thie mesting the delegatea evalﬁatedfthe _
'Present and. - future potentialities of the Afrlcan Woman.

- In relation to opportunltles offered by the
polltlcal 1n£rastructure Independent Dtute or
Colonised,

e

~ In relation to the economy, which is the material
basis of the society.

— GConcerning the place of women in the polltlcal
life and planning at the 1oca1, national and
international levels.

- Concerning legislative rules such as working rules.

- In relation to rights in marriage and fanily law,

The final resclution emphasised that the struggle for
the woman's rights is inseperable from the £truggle for ’
national independence, 1iberty‘and'for peaces thus following
the recommendation for continuing with efforts in the
promotion of women, it is necessary to defeat all forces
which are against peace, the forces which are responsible for
the economic and social injustice which trample over human
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rights and support racist, colonial and neéo-colonialist
regimes-‘furthermoré it was affirmed that full integration of
the ‘wom@n in the development 'of her society calls for radi~
cal changes in the political, economlc, aocial and cultural
struetures inherited from the colonial perioda

The second seminar equally 51gn1flcant held in close
oollaboratlon with M.P.J. and the Congoless Youth Union
in, Brazzav;lle from 20 to %?tSeptember 1976 dwelt en. the central &
theme. E"The Young hfrlcan girl and her role 1n the polltlcal, /
econom;c and cultural struggle of the Contlnent" " As a result
of its detallad contents,. the Yhung Girls' seminar emerged
with a pledge from the Afrlcan glrls to take approPrlaﬁe steps
to brlng about their increased partlclpatlon in the politicsal
life side by side with other Youths of the Contlnent. This
has obliged us to renew our thanks and gratltude to the
Government of the Congolese R.P. and to the Congelese Yduth
Union for their generous contribution to the success of this

meeting.

The first resolution adopted ﬁj'thérﬁarticipants will
be a relief not only by curbiﬂg tﬁe'ébstécies in the emancipa-
. tion of the young African girl, but especially in emphasmzlng
their abllltles in 1mportant national social reconstructlon
tasks as well as in political struggle.

The two seminars were also great forums for all the
people who are ‘struggling and. suffering from oppression the
world over.

All the documents (reports and resolutions) issued

by these two meetings were sent to the United Nations OrganiT
zation to Mrg. Helvi .Sipila, Secretary General of the Inter-
national Year for Women and the Mexico Conference,.

'
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These two meetings constituted for PAWO, two, important
preparatory stages, for its active partlclpatlon in the '
'Internatlonal Conference of Mexico (June 1975), as in the
Forum of non-Governmental Bodies (June 1975}, as well as in
the World Women Congress (October 1975).

The Declaration -and Plan of Action of the Mexico. ,
Conference organlsed by the 'United Nations dealt with basie
problems to bé resolved before women acceded to. thexrequallty.
They embrace entirely the conclusions of our meetings. . They
eorroborate that equal rlghts, opportunltles,lﬁngwregggnSLblli— 
tleS”between man 'and woman 31gn1fy ‘eéquality of thelr intrinsie
vaule and being, as well as total 1ntegrat10n of the woman in
national development and in the maintenance of world peace,
should be effectively secured.

'"They-stroﬁgly emphasise that international peace snd
eooperation suppose previous imperative: mnational liberation,
political and economic independence, the elimination of
colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, apartheid, Zioﬁism,
Fascism, Deserimination in all its forms.

411 these steps, all these meetings togbther with the
efforts deployed for the special preparations‘of the Congress
Shéuld.show to the World Congress the.climax of all exhibitions
of the International Year for Women, and its universal
dimensions. h |

On its part, PAWO, member of the Preparatory Commitee,
took part in all meetings in Berlin, Prague, Budapest. Our
‘Opgnisation has, moresver, thanks to the valuable €ooperation
from the Algerian People's Democratic Republic, hosted in
September 1975 an important working Preparatory Committee of
the Berlin Congress charged with the preparation of the working
document for the third Commission "The Woman and her Integration
in Economic Development"., PAWO was oonfided with presiding
this third Commission in Berlin during the Congress' meeting
whose resolutions had far-reaching repercussions.

5
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CONTACT WITH MEMBER BODIES -

A1l documents approved in Mogadishu, Bragzaville,
Algiers, Mexieo or Berlin and which largely reflect African
Woﬁenfsiaspiratidns, have enabled the PAWO to launch a
vast'sympathetie and information campaign with PAWO memberx
boaigs through direet contacts at the continental level were
thus eontaeted through-our good offices: the Mali Women's
Organlsatlon, the Women Organlsatlons of Guinea, Guinea- 7 P
Blssau, leerla, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Togo, Congo, o
Somalia, Ethiopia, Tanzania, lMauritius, Egypt, Libya and
Gabon, ‘ :

\

Evawyvhore we went en enthusisatdo welcome grested this
initiatide’ through the national organlsatlons arid the countrles

-

leaders.

We had the hénour of being received by -their Excellencies
Presidents of the Rebublic of Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Guinesa,
Togo, Somalia and Libya and by Foreign Ministers‘of all the.
countries‘visited. All this shows a keen 1nterest in the
act1V1t1es and aims of PAWO. '

We on our part would consider this interest as a real
support accorded the PAWO in carrying out its mission in
the service of Africa.

By these taurs we have been sble to increase conbacts
widened ocur relations and have interested African States
at the highest levels in the major pfemdccupationslof Pan —
African Women's Organisation. We have beeﬁ-able to strengthen
relations with the Union members and' have examined with thoem,
their activities, and achievements and sometimes their
difficulties which hinder their development. '
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These trips-equally enabled us to arrive at some
conclusions such as those countries with economic problems
{national organisations inspite of their fid'elity and their
attachment to our‘Qrganisat;on faced the same problems as their
people which prevent them from meeting some material obligations
vis—a~vis the PAWO - Dues).

.. In spite of enormoug economic problems -facing méﬁy'
African-ccuntries such as Guinea's URFG true to its revolu-
tiohary‘engagement was able. to host in February 1977,"within
the framework of the Internatlonal 1ear£ﬁ9$kmmn 75% contributed
. by the.UNO, s far-reachlng seminar in Conakry in close cblla—
bératlon with the PAWO, FL..J, OSPAA, and UGFA This seminar
was held under the theme.of solmdarlty W1th the peoples
ingola gnd SoutH hfrlca. The +theme was "The Experiences of
Women of Indepéendent African States in. the v1ctorious struggle
agalnst colonisalism and the problems they encounter in' over-
hcomlng colonlal heritdage in all its aspects such as polltlcal,
economic and educatlonal™. Women's role and dutles and their
organisation in the struggle against colonlallsm and’ ‘neo-
colonialism, racial discrimination and hpartheld for natlonal
1ndependence, " Democracy and peace.

Delegations from 25 African and 24 Middle fast countries,
Socialist Countries, from Asia, Latin America as well as represea*
' ntatives from internaticnal.organisations attended.

4is regards material ald for the liberation movements,
our PAWO occup:.ed itself seriously with the issue in conform:.ty

’

with the resolutions of -all our meetlngsn

inspite of the organisatiOn's-financial‘pfobléms the
permanent Secretariat tried to come to the aid of the noble

i
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cauge of these glorious South African freedom fightefs.

'?iCOnscious of the insuffieiency of information on thé™
struggle of our sisters in Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa
the Seerétariat though® of setting up & Radio Station
(under the PAWO) in Dar-eg-Salaam; a front-line state.

This CGommittee eomposed of liberation movements amd hilitanﬁﬁ
would work in c¢lose ecllabaration with the Tanzania Women®s
Union, member of the PAWO General Segretarlat respanSthe

for Southekastern Reglﬁn.."

Thls statlon w111 be charged with the responsibility
of gathering maximumn, 1nf3§£atlon on the situation in South
Afriea and in front—llne ‘states and to broadcast these, .-
It eould also assess the needs of our sisters in this arés
thereby enabling the General Becretariat to know how it éoulﬁ
meet these needs. ’ :

,Although it is obvious that this Bureau will ‘be undew
the PAWO it is with great satisfaction that -we’ announce to you
that this project can finally be realised tharks to.the
exceptionally generoué assisfance from the Jamahireya
(Republic of Libya) and His Excellency President Gaddafi who
conscioﬁs of the importance and the impact of this project,
accepted to finance the whole project.
' May we on.behalf of all our mémber organisations ‘
express our profound gratltude for thls highly revolutionary-

generosity.
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RELATIONS WITH THE OAU AWD OTHER PANATRICAN
ORGANIBATIONS . f

The PAWO which fully subscribes to the OAU Charter
and carricg oub its resolutions hag done all in its power.
to maintain the best of relations with the 0AU, mother of
Africa through permanent contact and its involvement in most
of its sctivities..

Thus PAWO took part in OAU Summit:

v
1
1

1) &t The 25th Session of the’Council of*ﬁinisters and in
the 12th Summit held in Kempele on 18 July 19?5 wh:ch examined

at length the admission of Four new members: Mozamblque, Capom

Verae, Sgo-Tome and Prlnclpe and Comoro Islands, meny questlons
were dealt with such as Angola, Western Sahara, the so-callaed

Pronch Somelilend, Middle East and Palestine, -

2) In thdlllth Heads of State and Government Conference
ia the Democratlc Republlc of Somalia, the lst 1“:ec‘brao:L*cl::_:cluzr:;y'
_Heads of State Conference was held in s4ddis #baba from 8-12
January_l9?6 (with its unique agenda on the situation in
Angole);

This was marked by very lively discussions. Recalling
thé féct that on the éve of this summit during a joint PAWO-MPJ
and-liberation movements meeting we examined the situation and
adopted a joint Declaration' in which we underlined the_5rav1§y
of the problem and the involvemeﬁt of popular african support'"
for the MPLA. '

On the basis of this declération meésages were sent to
the then Chairman of the OAU and the ‘General Becretariat '
calling for the recognition of the People's Republic of Anpola
. and its admission to the OAU.. -
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3) In the 27th session of the Council of Ministers and
the 13th Summit of the OAU Heads of State and Government
in Por¥ Louis, Mauritius from 25-June to 5 July,, 1976
whieh econcerned itself with the situation in Southern
Africé, Somalia and in Western Sahara.

4) In the second iAfrican Lgbour Ministers Conference
in Tripoli (Libya) from 22 - 30 April 1977.

5) -In the 29%th Session of the Council of Ministers

and the l4th Summit in Libreville, Gabon 1977 which dealt
partisularly with the problem of the 1ibefation’ofléduthérn
Lfrica taking into account the intensification of aggression
and reprisals of ‘the racist regimes in South Africa, Namibia, .
Zimbabwe and in the front-line states.

Besides, the PAWO seriously undertook: to strengthen
rélations with the other Pan-AfricanPeople's Organisetions .
such as PYM (Pan—African Youth Movement) and (Lfrican Trade
Union Organisation (ATUO). Convinced by the fact that only
close coopeération existing in our similar movements would
enable us to mobilise popular support  for the OAU objectives,

PAWO has also;takenspart-in numerbus African and intep—
national activities; namely in all the solidarity meetings
of the national liberation struggles of ' which we name the -
following:

From 25 to 29 August 1975 International Women's
Year Conference in Moscow.

8-11 September 1975 Guinea-Bissau meeting of the
International Peace Council.

6-8 October 1975 Prague Seminar of Czechoslovak Women.
Lusaka (ANC),

A
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6-18 October Moscow World Meeting of Young Women.

‘ 23-25 Beptember 1975 London Conference of Solidarivy
with SWAFO.

5—January 1976 Dakar International Conference on
Namlbla and Human Rights.

4

6~13 March 1976 Nouakchott 5th Session of vhe Amab
Lsbour Conference.

7-11 January 1976 Khartoum Colloguium of Information
on Afro-Arab Liberation and DeVeiOpment.

24-28 May 1976 Port Iious, Mauritius 40th anniversary
of the Labour Party.

16-20 February 1976 Bamako, Mali Pamily Planning Seminar.
June 1976 Havana, Cuba Conference against Apartheid.

20-23 Lugust 1976 Tripoli (Libya) Second Congress
of the Organisation of African Trade Union Unity.

22 November 1976 Conakry (Gulnea) Commemoratlon of the_
22nd November anniversary.

10 June 1976 Luanda (Angola) Tribunal on Mercenaries.

13-15 August 1976 Tunis Congress of the UNFT
September 1976 Sofia (Bulgaria) Seminar on Women in
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September 1976 Helsinki World Conference on
Di sarmament.,

October 1976 contact with USSR and GDR Organisations.
, . oy

October 1976 Addis Abgba OSPAA Conference in support
of South Africa. '

December 1976 Athens OSPAA Conference on Solidarity
with the Peoples of Cyprus and Palestine.,

-Janaury 1976 Moscow Forum on Disarmam@ﬂtu

i

25-~30 April 1977 Tripoli Second Labour Conference.

5~11 May Vassovie Congress.of Founders of Peace.

11-20 Mgy 1977 Maputo U0 Conference’on Namibia
and Zimbabwe. '

16~19 June Purtugal World Conferenc: dgaingt Apartheid -
OSPAA.

£
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