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T ,ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PANAFRICAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION

. SPATU!

1. In conformity with Resolutlon CM/Res.404(XXIV) by which the Gounell
of Ministers decided- the Pan—-African Telecommunlcatlons Union be establlshed,

"‘the General :Soorotariat convened and. serviced a Conference of Plenlpobentlarcee
“in Addis dbaba from 9, = 20 Nay 1977. Resolution CM/Res.4o4(xx1v) is attabhed

to0-this report as Mnex I,

”*iéif . Prier to the Conference of Plenipotentiaries, two meetings had taken

" “plabe which had direct relevance to the establishment of the Pan~Afridan

Telecommmications Union. These were the Second Confe?ence of 'African Pelecom
munications Administrations and the Steering Committee on the. Establishment of

the Pan-Africén.Telecommunioations Unione

3« - The Second Conference- of African Telecommunieations Administrations was
held in Kinshasa from 3 — 16 December 1975. It was organized under the auspicee

" of the Coordinating Committee for the Implementation,of_ﬁhe PANAFTEL (oau, ITUit'
 ECA, ADg);' The Kinshasa Conference, inter alia, considered the establishment

of the ?anéAfrican Telecommmications Union, The Conference hed before it an
OAQ/ECA Draft Constitution of the Pan—African Telecommunlcailons Uhlon and other

.»proposals on theé institution to be established.

4o . The Kinshasa Conference, ter con51der1ng the question in-depth, decided
*to accept -the d601810n of the, Coun011 contained in resolution Cl/Res.404(XXIV)

to establish the Pan~-African Telecommunlcatlons Union. To that end, the

Conference set up a Steering Committee, composed of Guines (Chairman),Kbnye
(Vice-Chairman), Algeria, Bofswana, Congo, Ghana, lorocco, Central African

Emplre and Zaire (Secretary) 1n order ‘to study all aspects of the operatlons of

;the Union and report to. whe Conference of Plenlpotentlarles.

Se 4 The Steerlng Committee met - 1n Addls Ababa from 9 to 20 nugust 1976
The, Commlttee ‘had ‘before it numerous worklng documents including OAU/ECA
Draft Constltutlon for PATU, proposals and 00mments from Member States of the
OAU, other Conventlons of similar 1nst1tut10ns and Resolution CM/Res.401 (XXIV)

. whlch is attached herew1th as Annex II. After reviewing all the worklng documents, .
the Committee decided %o adopt 'the OAU/ECA Draf‘b Constitution for the Pan-African -

Telecommunications Union as tho ba51o worklng paper and proceeded to elaborate
N\
a Draft Convention for PA7Us . ‘ .

~
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6o “Kt*the‘eha"bfcitsfmork+_rhe;s;eerengeeommiiieefad¢§£éd a Draft
Convention-of-the Pan-African Telecommunications Union which was Subsequantly '
‘sent to all Member States of the OAUs It then drew up a prov1s1onal agenda ansd
“seb the date for the Conference of". Plenlpotentiarles.-
Loy Tpése 4wo meetingsy thus, led up to-the Confererce of-Plenipotentiaries
which took place in Addis Ababa, 9 %o 20 lay 19}7.f.mhirty;oighth lember
Statea of the OAU partioipated‘in the Confererce, . - fﬁf ]

.. 8+ The Report .of the Rapporteur of the Conference of Plenlpotentlarles is

“attached to this Report as Annex IIIL.- Appended to the Rapporteur s Report are
the follow1ng. )
(i. The Agenda of the Conference .
11, Rules of Procedure of the Conferenoe of Plenlpotentlarles
\"III, ‘Conventlon of the Pan-Afrlcan‘Telecommunloatlons Union
o ‘IV. Opening Addresses . o ,
V., Statements of the Republio of Zaire - . . .

‘

9; - The Conventlon of thé  Pan—~African Telecommunlcatlons Union was signed

or initialled by thé Plenlpotentlarles representlng the follow1ng Member ‘States

- of the OAU: Algerla,Angola, Benin, Botswana, Cameroun, Cape Verde, Central
:Afrlcan Emplre, Chad, Congo, Egypt Ethlopla, Gebon, Ghana, Gulnea—Blseau,

- Gulnea, Ivory Coast Kenya, Lesotho, Laberla, leya, Madagascar, Mauritania,

Cto the Coun011 of Mlnlsters of the OM.

'Mozamblque, nger, ngerla, Senegal Slerra Leone, Swaziland Tanzanla, Togo,

Uganda, Upper Volta, Zambla.

" OBSERVATIONS

10.' It is to be noted that the questlon of the Seai of the Union” became a

controversial 1ssue in spite .of resolutlon CM/Res.401(XXIV) While the General
,‘Seoretarlat spared no effort to uphold this resolutlon Jboth during the preliminary
:meetlngs and at the Conference of Plenlpotentlarles, the 1ssue became the subject.
: 'of a resolutlon adopted by the Conference of Plenlpotentlarles. In view of the
.,esen81t1veness of the mamter and the decision made by the Conference, “the Conference
,trequested its Chalrman, H.E. Mr. Emmanuel Tabl WGBE, Minlster of Staxe in charge

; of Pbsts _and Teleoommunloarlons (Cameroun) to present the resolutlon personally

......

ﬁ
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11. It is %o be noted further that a second resolution adopted by the B
- Conferenoe—of’?ienlpotentlables-requested the. Admlnlstraxlve«Secreuaryuﬂeneral
of the QAU to ;e-convene the Conference within six months after the current

OAU Summit. It is estimated that the meeting would last seven days.

~12, . The Administrative-Secretary-General would, therefore, need to be
granted -authority to convene the Conference of Plenipotentiaries. ‘Accordingly,
the Councll may wish to instruct the Adv1sory Committee on Financial and Bydgetary .
Matters to authorize the Administrative Secretary-General to inour the amount

required to convenec the Conference.
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RESOLUTION ON THE SEAT OF THE PAN-AFRICAN T“EECON

MUVICATIOVS UNION

Thé Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Pan-African Telecommunications

Union meeting.in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 9 — 20 May 1977, .

Taking note of Resolution OM/Res./01(XXIV) of the Council of Hinisters
of the Organization of Afficap Unity (Addis Ababa, February 1975) deciding
to set up the headquarters of the Pan-African Telecommunications Union at
Kinshasa, Zaire, which resolution was endorsed by the Twelfth Session of the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government in July 1975 at Kampalas

Mindful that the said decision was made before the creation of the
Pan-African Telecommunication Union, the task on which we are at present
 engaged, , ‘ , - ‘

Having regard to the controversy aroused by the question of the Seat
of the Union as evidenced by the statements of Member States at this ﬁeeting

~and as spelt out by the Report of the Steerlng Committee on the establishment

of the Pan-Afrlcan Telecommunlcatlons Unlon,

Considering that the Steering Committee on fhe establishment of the
Pan-African Telecommunications Union has referred the question of the Seat

of the Union to this Conference for consideration,

Aware that some other Member Sxates have offered facilities for the
Seat of the Union, l | o
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) CsnvinCéd*Of“the need to ensure an amicable and aéoep{able
settlement of the controversy regarding the Seat of the Union among
Member States, .
1. DO“S HEREBY resolve to. refer thls matter to the next session

" of the Council of Minisbers of the Organlzatlon ‘of African

Unity for review;

24" RSQUESTS ‘the Chairman of the Confefence to present ‘the
resolution pernonally %o the Twentyhﬂinth Ordinary Session

of the Coun011 of Mlnlstoro of the Organlzatlon of Afrlcan Unlty.
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SPbCIAL RESOLUTION ON (THE CONVENTION o g
AND ON THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE CONFERENCE OF PLENIPO”EMTTABIES
ON THE PAN-AFRICAN TELECOIMUNICATIONS UNION

-

’

The Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Pan-African Te1ecommunlcat10ns

Union, meetlng in Lddis Ababa, Lthiopia fron 9-20 Hay 1977,

Having elaborated the Convention and the Rules of Procedure of the:

Conference of Plenipotentiaries of theePan—Africén Telecommunications Unionj

Mindful that the said. Convention and Rules of Procedure are to be sub-
mitted to the Council of Ministers and the Assembly of Heads of State and

Government of the Organization of African Unity;

1, DECIDES: _ o

—

aj to adopt the Convention and the Rules of Procedure of the
Conferénce of Plenipotentiaries of the Pan-African Telecom—

municatiéns Union;

\

'b) that the said Convention be 1n1t1alled by 211 the liember States

present at the Conference,

2. REQUESTS the Chairman of the Conference to present’the Convehtion
and the Rules of Procedure to the 29th Ses51on of the Council of

Mlnlsters of the Organlzatlon of African Unlty,

3. RECOMMENDS that the Conference of Plehipotentiaries be re-

! convened by the Administrative Secretarj—General of the OAU

within six months after the 14th Session of the Lssembly of
Heads of State and Government, in order to complete the establishment of

‘the Pan~ifrican Telecorrmnications Union,
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. I

RESCLUTICN {1 INELSICE SOPATECH, O 005k AN=-LFRICLN

TELECCMMUNICLELCNU R

The Council of liinisters cof the Crganizaticn of Lfrican Unity,
meeting in its Tvwenty-feurth Crdinsry Session in Addis cbaba from
13 to %1 February 1878,

‘-
i

Jdaving considered the repert of the Admimistrative Secretary-

General as presented in document CIi/638(XXIV),

Noting the report of the Co-~crdinating Committee on its

Lware cf the need for cvﬁtlnaoa co—o peration of Member Gtates

with the Co-ordinating Committce for the hormomious development cof

the Hetwork,

o

, .
Mindful of the desirability c¢f 2 permanent machinery for
consultations among African States to engure an erderly developaent

and opcr ion of regionzl teleccomnunications services,

¢

Nothing. furtihsr the draft conctitution for a Fan-ifrican

Telecommunications Union as such a manent machinery,

ners
n tc the Co-ordinating Comuittee

on the rermort on the impleoinentation of -the Fan-ifrican

Yelecomnunications iletwork;
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Frze OM/Rese404(XXIV)
DECIDES - to forward to,thé Assembly3ef‘Heads of
State and: Government for their consideration the
report-of the Co-ordinating Committee on its

aotivities;

WELCOMES the progress so far achieved in the

o 1mplementatlon of the Pan—ifrican Telecommunlcatlons

4.

5.

6.

Networks

URGES all Member Siates to glve maX1mum co—operatlon

to the Co-ordinating Commlttee to ensure a harmonlous

' development ‘of the. Ne-work, P

APPROVES the estabrishmept or the proposed Pan-

African Teleoommunioations Uhion;

s

INVITES the Admlnlstratlve Seoretary-General ‘of the
OAU to convene before the end of 1975 the constituent -

conference of the Pan—afrlcan Telecommunlcatlons Uh10n~

RmQUESTS the Admlnlstratlve Secretary-General to

_'report to the Councll of Mlnlsters on the future

progress of ‘the Implementatlon of the Pan-African
Telecommnications Network and the establishment of

!

the Pan—-African Telecommunlcatlons Union.

* XK



CM/83 2( XXIX)
Annex IT
CM/Res 401 (XXIV)

Resolution on the Headqﬁartefs of the PiN-African

Telecommunications Union

The COUHCll of Ministers of the Organlzatlon of African
Uhlty meetlng in’ 1ts 24tb Ordinary’ SesSlon in Hddis Ababa,
‘Bthiopia from 13 to 21 February 1975,

Having heard the statement made by the representative

~ of the Republic of Zaires"

Taking note'qﬁmthe facilities and privileges which the
Republic of Zaire will accord and its willingness to contribute
to the development of Pan-Aifrican telecommunications system;

1. DECIDES that ‘the Headquarters of the Pan-African

Teleccmmunications Union be based in Kinshasa,

2. WARMLY congratulates the-Exédutive Council of
Zaire for its co-operatlon and for the facilities
~ offered in regard to the establlshment of the

Pan-ifrican Telecommun;catlons Union in Kinshasa.
s D . '



COUNCIL OF MINISTERS - ,  CM/832(XXIX)
Twenty-Ninth Ordinary Session , ‘ Annex 11T

Libreville, Gabon, 23 — 30 June, 1977

REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR OF THE CONFERENGE OF
PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF THE PANAFRICAN
TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION




/

PATU/PL/Rapt«Rpt. -

i

RAPPORTEUR'S RTPCRT : S

-

I. .OPENING CEREMONY.

le ; The Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the PanquricanfTelecommunications
Union took place in Addis Ababa from 9 — 20 May 1977.

2o . The inaugural session of the Conferénce was held in the éftergdon of
9 Mey 1977 The Administrative Secretary-~General of the OAU, H.E¢ Mr. William

Eteki Mboumoua conducted the Ceremonial Opening.

A e \The following countries and organizations attended the Conference:

Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswann, Burundi, Cameroun, Gape Verde, Central

African ﬁmplre, Chad, . Congo, Egypt, Equatorlal Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, CGhana,
Gulﬁea-Blssau, Gulnea, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, leya, Madagascar,
Mauritania, Maurltlus, Ho,amblque, nger,‘ul geria, Rwonda, Senegal, Sierra Leone,

Swazilend, Tanzania, Togo, Ugenda, Upper Volta, Zaire, Zambia.

de - Serv1ced by the General. Secretarlat of the Org anlzatlon of Afrlcan Unity,
the Conference was also attended by the International elecommunlcailons Union
(ITU) and the UN Hoonomic Commission for Africa (ZCA).

5  H.E. Afo Yusuf Ahmed, ﬁinister of-Transpért and CommuniCatioﬁS'delivefed '
the opening statement,"opcning statements weré?also mode by H.E.“ﬁr. Hilliam
Eﬁeki deumoua, Administrative Scerctary-Goneral of.the OAU and Mre David Gonoo,
Deputy Exccutive Secretary of the EGi. The full taxts of those statements are
attached to thHis report as Ai%acpﬁénts 1V(a),(b),and (c) respechively.’ -

6o ,On behalf of the Plenlpotentlurles, the Heads of Delegatlons of Libya,

o vaerla, and the Central Afrlcan,Emplre made statements in response to the

statements made by the Minister of Ethlopla, the Admlnlstratlve Secretary%General
of OAU and Deputy Executive Secretary of ECA. '
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11, EbECTiON OF THE BUREAU

“To Follow:.ng 'bhe Ceremonial Open:.ng, the Conference elected 'bhe Bureau

of the Conferenoe, composcd of the following members: .~ .7 ° .
.‘Cha.ifman? . Cameroon \ . | _
Vice-Chairmen. l. Algerla _ o ' Cw
2, Niger o
. 3e Kenya y . \
Fépporteur: Botswana

k]

8.  The meeting then adjourned for the day.

III, ADOPTION OF THE AGTNDA . . A R

%

'9. The Conference rosumed 1ts work on 10 Moy 1977 at 10,00 aeme At

the opening of the sesslon, the Chairman 1nformed the. meetlng of the arrlval

of Mr, Mohamed Mili, Secretary—-General of the .!.TU and called upon him to del:wer
his statements The full text of the statement is attached to this report. as
Attachment IV - (@).

10. The Chairman then called upon the Conference to consider ana adopt the
prov1szonal agendas The prov1slona1 agenda, conta1n1ng 21 items, was unanimously
adopteds The agenda is attached to this rcport as Axtaohncqt I -

\ v

IV, ORGANISATION OF THE WORK OF THE CONFERTNCE

. M ' . :
“1ls ~The Conference decided to adopt the following working hours:
Mornings: 10400 aeme = 1,00 pem,
Afte'mconsg 3.30 Pom." ad 6.30 Pelile .

12,. The Conferehog then elected a ten-membér Drafting Committee, composed

as follows: Nigeria, ﬁpper Volta, Lesotho, Moszbique, Centraliﬂfricqniﬂmpire,

Congo, Uganda, Ethiopia, Egypt and Libya, The Rapporteur wags to chéif all the
. meetlngs of the Drafting Commlttee.
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Ve ITﬁM¥§' DRAFT RULES OF PROCEDﬁRE

13, The Conference then took up agenda item (5) dealing w1th the Dreft
- Rules of Procedure of the Conference of Plenlpotentlarles of the Pan-African -

'leleoommunlcatlons Uniona

14+ The Draft Rules of Procedure of the Plénipotentiary Conference
-of the Pan-African Telccommunioations Union had embodied 38 Rules undcr
- various headings. In copsidering these Rules, the’ Conference made various

emendments and decisions, notably.

a) Throughout the Document the terminology "Conference of Pleni-

potentiéries“ should be used instead of "PlenipotpniiarylConference".

b) The terminology "Ministgrs'responsible for Gommunications“ was
amended to read "Ministers responsible for Telecnmmunicafions"

wherever it appears.

c) Rule 2 of the draft dealing with the results of the deliberation °
of  the Conference of Plenipotentiaries‘was:deleted in view of the
fact that PATU ,oeing a Specialized Agency of the OAU ywould naturally
use the normal channels to make known 1ts de0151ons 1o the pollcy—
mak1ng bodies of the OAU., _ ~ : i

a) Discussions on Rules 6 and T deallng with the Sess;onsof the.
Conference of Plenlpotenilarles was suspended untll the Convention

’

was adopted in view of the fact that the provisions of these rules would

roflect the adoption of the relevant part of the Conventlon on the -
Se951ons of PATU, C

¢) In Bule 9, dealing with working languages, the Conference adopted
the usages of the worklng languages of the OAU.-

f) .In Rule 16 deallng with the ugenda, the Conference declded that the
' agenda should be circulated 60 days instead of. 30 days, before the

~openlng of ordinary sess1on.
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g) In Rule 17, it was decided to add additional points on the
basié of Rules 16 and 17 of the Rules of Procédure of the 4

Council of Ministers of the OAU.

h) With regerd to Rule 37, it was adopted with the provision that:
&1t would be re-examlned in relation to iechnlcal bodies prov1ded
for in the Convcntlon. i T
15, All the other Rulcs were.adopted'with minor amendments. The Conference
then decided to adopt the Rules as a whole when the Convention had been

adopted in view of those Rules that were held over for consideration.

16,. The meeting $hen proceeded to consider the Report of the Steering
Committec. Accordingly, the. Chairman-gave the floor to the Chairman of the
Steering Commlttee, Mr. Bobo Camara of Guinea, the Chalrman of the Steering
Commlttee then introduced in extenso the activities which the Steering Ccmmlttee
had undertaken in preparing the Draft Conventlon of PATU on the basis of the
draf% prepared by OAU and BCA as well as other reclevant informationa

~17. . The Chqlrman thanked the Members of the Steering Committee for the

. work well done.

"18, The Meeting was then adjourned until 10,00 ae.ms on 12 Hay 1977

VI, CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE CONVEXTION OF THE -
PAN-AFRICAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION (PATu/' 2(15Rev.1)
(AGmmA ITEN N0.6)

~19. Opening the debate on this item, the Chairman stressed the importance
of the Draft Convention. He went on to call on the Conference to avoid time=-
consuming tactics and pleaded for pertinent observations only, to save time .

RN

20, A delegate from Senegel reaffirmed the Chairman's words by adding that
his delegatidn attached great importance to the establishment of the Uhion.
) Hé'however pointed out that felecommunication qctivities<wenaclose1y‘related
tbyposfal services, /In most African countries both telébomhunicaﬁions.aﬁd

postal services waﬁ:placed under one ministry for proper co-ordination of
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communlcatlon aot1v1t1es, he added, He therefore suggested to the Conference
that it would be much wise to amalgamate the two services in a union taking

* into consideration existing schedules on the Continent. He concluded by
saying that such wise move would have a little agverse effcot on our already

chattered economies as Member States have to contribute to the budget after all.

: . ( ’
‘214  The'delegate of Ghana reminded the Conference that there already existed
in Africa an African PogtalyUnion responsible‘for postal harmonization on the
Gontinent. - o ‘

22« At this juncture, the Secrctariat informed the Conference that the
Seerctariat of the African Postal Union had in fact already communicated to the
OAU 1ts desire to become a spec1allzed agency of the OAU in the field of

Pbstal Serv1ces.

- 23. The delégate of'Nigefia,intfoduced & 'somehow'! compromised proposals
He suggested that, though“his,delegation fully subported the creation of the
Pen-African Telecommunicetions Union, it would however like to see that the.
two African Postal Unidns presently in existence should come together to form
a greater union in fhe field of postal services. He ended by haking réference“

to ITU and UPU whlch exigt as separate entltles in their respectlve dom2 1ns.

24+ The delegate of Guinea made it‘clear that his delegation was not in
principle ageinst Sepegal's proposal, but thet the ’marriage‘ was in fact

not appropriate.-/ﬁe added that telecommunications and postal services were
not the same and did not perform the same services. He made references to
AFCAC an OAU specialized agency in the field of Civil Aviation, and the UAR,
an OAU specialized agency in the field of railroad services as well as URTNA
and the Arab Telecommunications Unlon. He ended by calling the Conference!s
attention to Article 20 of the Convenbion,which outlined the relationship

between PATU and other related international agencies.

- 25¢ The Minister from the Centrel African Empire informed the Assembly thet
his Government had regretfully recalled him, though he intended to varticipate
fully in the debate before his departure on 15/5/77 due to the importance of

the item under discussion. . He supported Senegal's proposal that only one Union
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R should be created to cater for the needs of telccommunlcatlons and postal
serV1ces. He further requested that the full text of hlS speech should ‘
“be included in the report.

26.  The delegate of Labya made 1t clear that the Gonference should under-

stand thet telecommunieations and postal services we re ‘quite dlfferent, and
fthat any attempt to' blend them together into a Union would make thelr services

1neffeot1ve. ‘His delegation therefore supported wholo—heurtedly the establish-

ment of a telecommunicationsunion as a separcte entity at‘all costs.

!

27. The delegate of Lesotho, while commending Senegal for its wise proposal,
addod that such a proposal came too late. Laklng into account the amount

of groundwoﬁk already accompllshed he did not think it feasible to go back
‘and draft a new Convention and start negotletlng all over again. In fact this
would mean that delegstes had to go back to their various countries to receive
h new mandates from their respective Governments, he eontended. He concluded

. by saying that perhaps at the end of the Conference a resolution should be.

- passed to tzke into account proposals made by Senegal and seconded by the

Central African Empire,

28, Theicongoiese delegate said that his delegation firmly believed in the
speeding up of develepment of the Continent but thoﬁght fhat Senegal's
proposal was appropriate. He, therefore, suppgrted_the proposal made by
Senegal and seconded by ithe Central African Fmpire. He reQueste& that

that proposal be recorded in the summary records”of the Conferences

29. At this juncture, the Chulrmun declared that it locked as 1f the consensus
was in favour of the creatlon of the Union as a separate entlty and suggested

*that the house move to examlne the Draft Conventlon.

30. The delegate'of Upper Volta'protested and eipﬁessed regrét at the quick
decision which the Chairmen has taken. 'He said his delegation fully supported

Senegal's proposal both in terms of eavinps and efficienoy.

3l The delegate of Botswana moved that the house should move strulght to
the examination of the Draft Convention sincec the Chalrman had 2lready closed
the debate,
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- 32+ The delegate of Ivory Coast said he was not in favour of the proposal
"made by Botswana, as most delegates had not been g1ven the chance by the -

Chalr to express their opinions.

33. . At this juncture, the Chairman suggested that the house should vote

ori Botswana's proposal, "That the Conference proceed %o the examination of the

Draft Convent 1on" ‘
In favour . - 25

Against - 10

34 The Conference thus decided to proceced to the examihation of the Draft

Coﬁvention, and immediately took up the Preamble.

35« The delegate of SenegalAmade it clear that his delegation was in no way

against the discussion of the Convention, and requested that his position be
recorded, ' ' }
' /

36. The delegatlon of Lesotho proposed that the substance should be examined

flrst, and then the editorial details.

1

3T -On the preamble, the delegate of Guinea proposed the following amendment ¢

" "CONSIDERTAG THE URGENT NEED TO DECOLONIZE '.I"‘LECOMIJIU"IICATIONS
NETHORK" » } , | S

38. ‘The delegation of Gabon in its turn proposed the following preambulor
paragraph: ' '

"JINDFUL OF :«jXISTim PRINCIPLES OF THE ITU"

395 The .delegation of Ivory Coast proposed an amendment to Guinea's

amendment, to make it read as follows: '

"CONSIDERING THE URGENT NEED TO DECLOLONIZﬁ TELECOMMUNICATIONS
IN AFRTCA"

'40.‘ The Chairman then put to the vote Guinea's amendment, as amended by'the

Ivory Coast, with the following results:

In favour = - ' 25

Agninst - 2
Abgtentions - 8
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41 The Chairman then put to the vote the proposal of Gabon w1th the
follow1ng results:

. In favour - 12
g Agains’l; - 18
‘ Abstentlon ‘ - 5 A

Gabon's proposal was thus regooted.

42, After several amendments and proposals, the Conference decided that the
preamble should counclude w1th, YHEREBY AGREEo AS FOLLOWS".

43. On Article 4, prov1d1ng for the oeut of the Union, the Sccretariat

drew the attention of the Conference to two relevant resolutlons of the Council
of Ministers, whloh hcd subsequently been enuorsod by the Assembly of Heads of
State and Government. By resolution CM/hes.401 (Xx1Vv), the Seoretarlat explalned,
the Council decided that the Seat of the Unlon, when the Union was eventually
vestabllshed, should be in Klnshasa, Zaire, while by resolution CM/fes.404(XXIV)
_the Council decided that the Union should be estoblished. .

'44§'.'The delegation of Chad as ked the Secretariat to give the reference number
conflrmlng that the Assembly of deads of State and Government had endorsed
Hesolution CM/Res.401(XXIV) at the 12th Summit in Kampala in July 1975.

45. In reply, the Secreteriat explained that resolutions of the Assembly of
Heads of State and Government only bore Assembly reference numbergif the

relevant subjects had been originally debated by the Assembly. Where resolutions
' were sent from the Council of Ministers for the approval of the Assembly, such
resolutions retained their Council of Ministers reference numbers even after

they had been approved by the Assembly.

46. The delegate of Lesotho suggested that the quegtion of locating the
Headquarters of the Union was so important that his delegation felt that it
should be placed on the agenda of the Conference as a separate item. ‘Lesotho's

proposgl was seconded by Botswana and Ivory Coast.

47« -The Chairman‘suggested.that the’question of fhe Seat be referred back
to the Assembly ofyHeads of State and Government in the form of an appeals

N
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48, . The delegate of the Central African Empire requested the Seoretariat
to produce the minutes of the approprlaie Summlt endorsing the Councll of
Ministers' decision that the Seat of the Union be located in Klnshaseﬁ

The Secretariat promised to do so as soon as possible.

49;‘* The delegatlon of Uganda dlssoclabed 1tself from any move to alter the
decision of the Heads of State, and -requested that 1ts p051t10n be recorded.

It went .on to observe that the Conference of Plenipoientiaries was not competent N
to refer the declslon of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government back '

“to the Assembly.

¢ 50.  Rwanda expressed the belief that there was no use of debating the matter,
as the decision of the Council of Ministers, as endorsed by the Heads of State,

‘was clear-cut. . °

21. The delegatlon of Ghana read a Resolutlon on the questlon of the 31t1ng

 of the Headquarters of the Union, passed by the West African Sub-Reglonal Meetlng
on Lelecommunlcatlons Admlnlstratlons in Lomé in March 1977 -The Resolutlon
requestcd the OAU Heads of State to consider- their decision endors1ng Resoluilon

\ CM/Res.401(XXIV) and suggested that the OAU Secretariat prov1de temporary head~

: quarters for the Unione. ‘ ' :

-

52, The delegate of the Ivory Coast stressed the 1mportanoe of the Resolution
passed 1n Lome by the West African Group, and suggested that any de0181on taken

'by the Conference should take the resoluilon into account.

53 Some delegates suggested that the Chairman close the debate: tlll the nexf’
’dey, to enable the Lomé resoluiion to be c1rculated by the Seoretarlai.

54. At the request of a number of delegatlons, the Secretarlat gave addltlonal
explanatlons on the 1mp11catlons of the decisions of the Councll of Mlnlsters '
‘as- reflected 1n resolutlons CM/Res.40l(XXIV) and CM/Res.404(XXIV) The Secre- "
tariat explalned that it was not accurate to say that the Council's decision

to locate the Headquarters in Kinshasa was putting the cart before the horse,
because, during the same session at which the Counoil made the decision on the
looation of- ‘the Seat of the Union, the Coun011 also decided that PATU should be
establlshed. ‘The Council's decision on the locetlon of the Headquarters of

the Union was, therefore, properly made. Whether or not the Conference could .

- question the Council's decision, Which had been endorsed by the Assembly of
Heads of State, the Seoretariat could not say, because such a situation had

;.

never arisen before in the history of the 0AU.
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» 553 ‘ The delegate of Zaire, whlle asklng the Chalrman to close the debate,
' requested that his delegatlon be afforded opportunlty to make a statement
on the matter the next daye

. 56« ¢ The Chalrman then put the. matter to the vote, with the follow1ng results:

: ’Fcr referrlng the matter +to the Assembly L B = R
-of Heads. of State and Government . S - .25
; ““Agalnst AR g,. S : Y
*SAbstentlons.]' _ ~ ' - 4

‘e { vt 1 . - - ‘,
5T The Conference thus decided to refer the question of the location of the
Headquarters of the Union to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government.
The Drafting Committee was charged with draftlng a re301utlon conveylng the

Conference's decision.

,“58. The delegation of the Upper Volta explained, and requested that it be
‘recorded that the'decision to refer the matter to the Assembly’of Heads of
. State and\Government did not imply that the Conference of Plenlpotentlarles
| intended to questlon the decls1on of the Summit or any hostlllty 1ntended to

the Member State concerned.

-59¢ The Chairman, in closlng the debate on the matter, appealed to ‘those
Member States which were interested in hosting the Headquarters of the Uh{on
to adv1se the OAU General Secretariat, addlng that Angola and Zambia had already

done so.

60. The meetlng then adaourned unt11 10.00 a.me the next day.
'61. .When the debate on the Conventlon resumed, the Chairman remlnded the

.Conference of the heavy programme bciore it and pleaded for speed in the work.

52' The delegatlon of Zalre. which was the first to speak, referred to the
prev1ous day's debat~ <110 protested vehomcntly to the Chalr on the way the
,declslou - raken to refer the question of locatlon of the Headquarters of
—-aU to the next ‘0AU Summlt. He charged the Secretariat W1th belng partial

and hostlle to his country as the OAU Heads of State and Government had 1n
Resolutlon CM/Hes.40l(XXIV) deoided to locate the Union' s Headquarters in Zaire.

N
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'Hé‘rQQﬁes%ed that an item Be’plaoed—oﬁ;the*agenﬁa:ofuthe Assembly of Heads
of Sta$e and«Government on -the matter. He“concludedAhy charging that the
OAU Secretar1a$ had foiled to do its work, since it had not provided the

Conference with 21l relevant informational materials The full text of the
{  statement is attached hereto as Attachment V (a).

o 63. , in res?bnse %o the statement of the deiegatioﬁ'ofrZairei the Assistant-
'§thetary%General4in Charge of Bconmomic and Socjal Affairs explained that
the Secretariet did not take part in the debate, but did its best to assist

o the Conference by maklng available to it the information which it needed ‘o

: be able to arrlve at & decls1on. The- Secre%arlat.dld not,,therefore,~accept

- jespon51b111ty for the -decision which the Conference had {aken, he said.
‘He concluded by saying that, if the matter was ifiseribed on the agenda‘of‘the
next OAU Summit,- the.Secretarmat would simply play the tape on whlch the
dzscusslon on-Article 4 was recorded, since-the procaedlngs of the Conferense
were being taped.-(Also--see paragraph 7l,below) :

645 ' The Conference thon movcd to consider Artlcle 5. of the. Draft Gonnanilpnw'

65 Nige¥ia proposed that Article 5(a) be umcnded to read:

Ny maintain and extond~African~Co—operationkamong.Member Stateg for

‘*the{impfovemeniﬂand,rational uge of telecommunications networks and

B . /
. services". The amendment was accepted.

66 Article 5(b) wos also amended +to read, "To promote the standardization
and co-ordination of telecommunications networks among;Member‘Statesiof the
Union". One delegate proposed that paragraphs (c) and () of Article 5 be
reworded and combined into one paragraph. Thus, the delegationiof;%he' *
Ivory.-Coast ﬁroposéd the following amendment which was‘accepted: L

"To geck to hafmonize tariff sfructures beﬁween Member States with
a view to the estdbllshment of Tarlffs compatlble to good servmces ‘
and 1ndependent flnanclal management of” telecommunloatlons"

3

67« _Qther-subsequent. paragraphs under Article 5 warehamendedfas follows:
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(¢) To harmonize, : as*far»aé possible,. the. Eosition ofMember States
~ of the Union during international meetings affectlng telecom—

. munications in accordance with OAU practlce°

(h) To publish information and rescarch materials relating to telecom—

munications for the benefit of all Member States of the Union and

‘Ato qnqpur9ge‘the%exchange of 1nfoxwmt19nfan@’stxff”between the

administrations of the Mcember States.l‘,,

(i) To take, on‘the,reques% of Member Stateg; all appropriate moasures

to find funding sources for surveys and:implementation of tclecom—.
. ' v‘,’:

‘munication projects. i

S (5) To encourage and assist Member States in the establlshment and

\

- development of telecommunlcutlons 1ndustr1ese

Article 6 _ R ..

-\v68.ﬁ The- delegate of Cape Verde proposed that Organs of the Union be.olagsified

‘as follows:= ) v
(2) Permanent Organs. . . (b) Non-Permanent Organs
o 1”134;Ihe¥00h£erence of = 7 Administrative and

Plenipotentiaries Technical Conferences
2. -The Administretive Council and

'3, The CGeneral Sceretariate

His proposal was accepted unanimously.

',Artlcle 7

49. Sub-paragraph (b) of puragraph 1 of Article 7 was amended 4o rehd
as follows:

"It shall convene in an Ordiﬁary Session every four years. A4t the
raquest of a Member State, subjecto the agreement of two thirds of
", Member Statcs, the Conference shall muet in an extraordinary session".

Paragraph 2(a) was amended to reas as follows:

"Review the Convention if it feels this to be necessaryd
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.Other paragraphs were amended to read as follows:

C2(b) = determine the general policy which the Union must’follow
’ * . in order to'achieVe‘the objectives laid down in Article 5

of the present Convention;

.2(0) - examine and epprove the prorramme of ‘activities and the uooounts
of the Union and determlne the ceiling of 4 years budget until’

the next Conferenoe of Plen1potent1ar1es~A

2(e) - decide the ébale of asseéssment of Member States;

;Z(f) - egtablish the structure of the General Scoretariat and elect
the Seorefary-General and the Assistant Secretary-General of
the Union, and fix their-salaries and other oonditions}of,servioé;

2(i) =~ adopt, at the conclu51on of its sessions, a report uddressed to
all Member States as well as to the Assembly of Heads of State
and Government of the Organlzatlon of Afrloan Unl'by (OAU)

2(d) was deleted, while 2(g), 2(h), 2(1), 2Ck), 2(1), 2(m) were passed
without any amendmént,

Article 8 -~ Administrative Council

70, The debate on Article 8 concentrated mostly on two issues: eligibility
of the members of the Administrative Council for re-clection and the size of

-+ ‘the Council. After = long debate, the Conference decided that:.

a) The members of the Council should gerve for. 4 years and be eligible
for re—election; and S

\

b) ‘The Council should consist of 13 members, dlstrlbuted as follows
among the 5 sub-regions of Afrlca'

West Afrlpa . 4 seaié

‘ Horth Africa - 2 seats

- . ’ East " - 2 ‘seats
i ' "~ Southern " ' - 2 seats; and

Central . " .~ " 3.geats
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" Tl. Before the Conference took a final pos1tlon on Article 8 the Chalrman
1nterrupted theedebute and.:nvzted the OAU Legel Adviser to adv1se +the . -
: Conferenoe on the electlons of the Secretary—General and the’ Deputy Sceretary—
General. On 1earn1ng, in the course’ of his appearunoe before the Conference,
) xthat the Conference had not completed Article 4 in spite of resolutlon CM/Res.dOl
;,‘(XXIV), the. Legal Adviser advised the Conferenoe “that, since-the’ r¢solution

Thad ‘been. endorsed by the Aesembly of Heads of Stute and Government, it would
'be 1llegal ‘and, improper for the Conference not to comply with that resolutlon,
| unless the: Conference had new evidence whlch would have led the Assembly to

-

;Zdeclde dlfferently on the matter, had that ev1dence been presen%ed to it.

' “Artlcle 2

.72, Paragreph 7(a) of thls Artlole wag deleted.

Artxcle 10
.73, - A new Artlcle 10, proposed by the Ivory Coast was adopted by the Conference.

'Artlcle 1l - q‘.Ln'mces of the Union

T4e' Paragraph 2(c) of. this: Artlcle was reworded to read as follows:
"Each Member State to pay in accordance w1th the Scale of Assessment ‘approved

by the Conforence of Plcnlpotentlarles"

,Ar{cié’le‘ 12 — Leg'al Status of the Union

75 Paragraph 3 wag amended to read "Immunities aecorded in place of soe

immunities reoopnlzed"

TArtiole 13
’“_76. A new sontence was added to read as follows: "Nothing in this Convention
shall affect the rights of Member StatOS of the Union to develop and regulate’

their telecommunlcetlons networks and servlces"

1

Articles 1’4, 15, 16 and _1_'1

TTe After a brief dlsouss1ons of these Artlcles, the Conference accepted

thelr texts with mlnor amcndments.

F AFRIC,
«@“@cmvgs””
P i

Articles 18_— 27

78. Accepted with minor ameﬁdmont.
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. Article 28, .

79. . The following;newwtextuwas_substiinied—for*thé—briginal“cde:
(b)_ for three consecutlve years falls to. pay its flnanclal

;

obllgatlons,

(c)"féils to reepect-the‘decisiqns of the.éonference of Pleniw .
potentiaries which aré binding on all Member States.

- Article,22‘»- _Qpllcatlon of Provisions of the Internatlonal

Telecomnunioations Unien (ITU)

80,  The text waekimproved to ‘read as follqws:

" /(2) The Pan-African Telecommmicatisns.Union shall act in accordanece
with the relevant p}oﬁisiqn8r0f~the ITU-Conventien. in.force,
“and in particular, those articles refering to the setting up

of regional organizations,-

g

(%) reférence should be made to the Ty Conventlon and its” appendices

regardlng all matters not mentioned in ‘this Conventlon.
The proposals were aocepted.

1

ggenda Item Nb. 7 -~ Adminisirative and Financial Arrengements

- 81, A representatlve of the General Secretarlat introduced the dooument on
this 1tem, : _ . ‘ R - oo

82,  The delegate from Congo proposed ‘that the House should first of all
oons1der the Struoture of the Secretariat — number of Departments and
personnel, eto. Thls proposal was accepted after a 1engthy exchange of views. '
The Chalrman set up a Committee headed by Cameroon to study the Structure

of the Secretarlat and the draft budget prepared by the QAU Secretariat Doce.
PATU/PL/WP/4 part I, with a view of recommendlng to the Conference a minimum

- budget fer one year. '

‘ 83,g . The Committee pfoposeéﬂ '
; . a). M annual, budget of US$700 000,

b) Besides the Ofilce of the Secretartheneral and the Ass1stant
Seoretarnyeneral, the followlng three departments:

1) Administrative and Finanoe Deparfment,
_ii) Technical Department, . - f
iii) Technical -Co-operation and Operations Department.
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84s Af%er»ahlongmdebaie1~uhichwooncentrated”on»the»financial.respurces
of the Uhiog} a consensus was reached on the following budgetary provisions:

(a) for. first' yea:r' eraneersrnestsssseene US$300’OOO

Cb) for second yeaTsesecsseasvsescsescsss 500,000
(0) for thlI‘d year SesscesseseesNecennse 600,000
(d) f’r fOUI’th year sesesonsrecaciensens 8%,000 \ oo

Items 8 & 9 ~ Fleotion of ‘the Seoretary-General and
¢-- +  the Assistant’Secretary-General

g 1,

| 85e. The delegate of Rwanda stated that he could not see the practlcabll1ty
of hév1ng the elections‘at this stage, as the Convention. has not been signed.
He added that if eleotions took place, his delegation would request the Chair

"~ to reopen certain 1ssues on Wthh the Conference had taken deoisions espeoially
the questlon of 1ocat10n of the Seat of the Union, which the Conference had
decided to refer to the next OAU Summit.

Ry pr

864 The delegate of Cameroon observed that there was not sufficient evidence

in legal terms that the Convention had been adopted er signed., He suggested,
therefore, that decisions on these two items on the ogenda be postponed until
after the Summit will have taken a decision on the Secat .of the Union. The
position of Cameroon was supported by many other dclegations. '

R ) E

87. The delegate of Ghana, however, disagreed with this position, arguing
that the OAU Charter did not mention the Seat of the Organization. He made
- reference to other organizations,.like the UN and OCAlM, which have similarly

not referred to thei: Seat in their charters.

88, -Zambia, Liberia, Libya and Lesotho supperted Ghana and demanded théx

elections proceed.

89. - .- The.Conferénce, howe&er, accepted a compromise proposal by the Chairman,
that a resolution be passed requesting that the Conference re~-convene within
six months after the, l4th Ordinary Session of the OAU Assembly of Heads of
State and Government for the purpose of completing 1ts works In the circums—

- tances, the Chairman further suggested and the Conference agreed, that elections
'of the Secretary—General and the Deputy SecretanynGeneral would .be- postponed

to the resumed prooeedlngs of the Conferenoe.
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The Conferenoe unanlmously agreed to defer this 1tem to its resumed

nominations were received :-

‘

.-South Africa . o

. East Africa -
. West Africa = ., . =~ =
North Africa =

Except for the North—African hominees,

proposed by the sub-regions ooncerhed.

91. 4 .

“Le
2,

1,
2e

L.
2
3e
4

"l..
2,
3.

Nevertheless, the follow1ng

|

Botswana

Lesotho

Kenya . .
Ethiopia

Nigeria. -
Cape-=Verde

Ivory Coast
Senegal T

Beypt
Libya
Algeria-

all other candidates were unanimously.

The delegate of Ethlopla suggesteq that the - Conference of Plenlpoten-

tlarles ehould establlsh a Gredentlal‘s Committee to examine a11 the creden-~

~ tials whether they are valid and report back to the Conference of Plenipoten~

tiaries.

‘Though many delegates supported the suggestion, the Gonference

took no deflnlte decision on ite!

\\92.

The Conference then requested the’ Draftlng Commlttee to draft a resolutlon

covering. . the follow1ng p01nts of consensus: -

93.

a) that the Conference had decided to establlsh the Pan—Afrlcan

Telecommmications Union,

b) +that the Convention shoﬁld.be initialled by all the delegates, and

, c) that the Administrative Secretgry~General of the OAﬁ should convene

a Conference of Plenipotentiaries within six months after the
Fourteenth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government, by which time the Assembly would have given guldance
on the questlons of the Seat of the Uhlon.

The'delegatien of Zaire made atstatement‘announoing the withdrawal of

Zaire's candidacy for the Seat of the Union, as well as a resolution they had

proposed on the matter and the request that thé matter be 1neor1bed on the-
Agenda of the 14th OAU Summit.
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94. -+ In response, various-delegations.expressed the view that it: was
not up to thejConferenoe to accept or reject the withdrawal of Zpire's

~ candidacy.

95 At the request -of theudelegaxlon of 4c1re,*1ts stazement is attaeched

hereto-in 1ts entlrety as .Attachment V (b)

s

96. The Conference then went on to discuss a draft resolution on the

- Seat of the'Uhioﬁ whercby the matter was referred to the Couneil of Ministers
of the OAU taking 1nto aceount resolution CH/Res.40l(XXIV) The anferen;é

‘adopted the resoluilon wanimously. The delegation of Zalre entered its’

reserVatlon on thls rescluxlon.

. REPORT OF THE COORDINATING COMMITTER ON PANAF{EL:

97 The Cénfefence thén reoceived a progress report of the Co-ordinating'

Committe the Pan Afrloan Telecommuniocations Network (PANAFTEL)," - -
.-g(Doc. /8829 A - o .

98¢ The representaxive of ITU réques%éd all delegates to provide the ITU
with any obsérvailons on the repart in order to up~date the annexes oéntaining
the various stages of the 1mplementgxlon and flnanclng of the proaeut.

o 99;.  The Conference noted the report and then adjourned for the day.'

100, The ‘Conference resumed its Sesszon on 20 May 19771 at 11.30 a.m.’
It had nefore it two draft resolutlons'

a) Resolution on the Convention and the Rules 6f Procedure ' ..
of the Pan-African Telecommunlcatlons,Uhlon, and

b) Motion of thanks.

¥

101. Minor amendments were made on the two resolutions, after which they

were adopted wnanimously.

'102. . The Conferenoé then adjourned to resumeAiféiwork in the afternoon,

CLOSING SESSION

103.  In closing the proceedings of fhis’part of the Conferenoe's Session,

i

1‘the Chairman made a statement 1n wh;oh he assessed the Conferencets achleveu

ments.
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_ RESOLUTIONS

104. The resoluilonsmadopted~by>thaxgonference o£~Plen;potent1anles
are presented hereunder:

PATU/PL/Res.1
PATU/PL/Res .2

ATTACHMENTS

-

105. The follow1ng,are-aitaahed to this report:

I, The Agenda of the Conference
1I. Rules of Procedure of the Conference of

Plenipotentiaries
JII. Convention of the Pan~African Teleoommunioationé Union -
Ive Openlng addresses by the Hinister of Transport and Commmnlyatlons
/of Socialist Ethiopiay Admlnlstratlve Secretary—General of ' 0AU,
Deputy Excoutive Secretary of ECA, and Seoretary-General of ITU.

. V. Statements by the Republic of Zaire. i
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‘Election of the Bureau
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Attachment I

"AGE NDA

-

Opening of the Conferénce

!

Adoption of the Agenda (PATU/PL/WP/1)

Orgenization and Method of Work -

Adoption of Rules of Procedure for the Conference (PATU/PL/WP/2)
Report of the Steering Committee on the Pan-African Telecommunications
Union (PATU/SC/RPT.I(I))

Consideration and Adoption of the Conventlon of the Pan-African
Telecommunications Union |(PATU/SC. 2(I) Rev.l) ‘ L

Prov151onal Administrative and Financial Arrangements
(PATU/PL/WP/4)

Election of the Seoretary-General of the Union (PATU/PL/WP/5)
Election of the Assistant Secretary~General of the Union
(mwm@m@m@) /

Election of the Members of the Administrative Council (PATU/PL/INF(I)

Date of Apbointnent of the Secretary—-General and Assistant
Secretary=General

Progress Report on PANAFTEL by the Co-ordinating Committee
- (PaTU/PL/WP/3) :

Date and duration of First Administrative Council

Date and Venue of the next Plenipoten%iary Conference

Consideration 6f new Proﬁosals by Member States

Preparation for the next Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU - 1980
Any other business

Adoption of the Report of the Rapporteur

Signing Ceremony df‘the Convention

Glosing Session.
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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GONFERENCE OF PLENIPOTENTIARIES
 OF THE PAN-AFRICAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION S i

. COMPOSITION -

.Rule 1 N

The Conference of Plenlpotentlarles of the Pan-African Telecommunicatlons
vUnlon is composed .of Mlnlsters responsible for telecommunication matters oxr \ \
other Ministers of Plenlpotentlarles de51gneted by the Government of Member g

States. : )

REPRESENTATION

‘,Rule 2

The Government of each Member State shall be represented in the Conference

~of Plenlpotentlarles by a delegatlon led by its Minister responszbie for
telecommunications. or by any other Mlnlster or Plenlpotentlary d931gnated
by that Member State. - -

Rule 3 |

. In advance of each Conference of Plenlpotentlarles, the Government of
each Member State shall oommunlcate the~names of its duly accredited delegates
"through the Secretary-General of the Uhlon. B

\ s
!

ORDER OF SEATING

Rule 4

Delegatlons shall be seated in the alphabetlcal order of the names of

the countrles represented. 5 . B ) ‘ N
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- ORDINARY SESSIONS

Rule 5_

The Conference shall meet in Ordinary Session once every four yearse

EXTRA~-ORDINARY SESSIONS

Rule 6

At the request of a Member State, and with the conourrence of two~ -
- thirds of the Menmber States, the Conference shall meet in extraord1nary

“sessions

PLACE OF MEETING

Rule 7
" The meeting of the Conference of Plenlpotentlarles shall be held at
the seat of the Unlon unless the Government of a Member State invites
the Conference to meet in its territory in which event any ad@itional expenses
over and above the expenses which would result from holdlng the meet1ngs at

Headquarters will be borne by the 1nv1t1ng Member State.

WORKING LANGUAGES

Rule 8 (

The worklng languages of the Unlon shall be those of the Organlzatlon
of African Unlty. ' . : ;

INAUGURATION OF THE CONFERENCE .

Rule 2 :

The 1naugural meeting of the Conference shall be preceded by a meetlng

>

of the Heads of Delegations to consult on the agenda.

‘Rule 10 -
/

The“Heads of Delegations shall appoinf'a Chairman to conduct the meeting.
of the Heads of Delegations. ' | |

P
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PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEETINGS

w . M \

A1l meetings. of the Conference shall be held in prlvate with the exceptlon
of the formal opening and closing. However, the Conferenoe may declde by a

simple majority. to conduct its proceedings in pdbllc.

'CHATRMANSHIP, ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE
Rule 12
The Conference of Plenlpotentlarles shall, at the commencement of each

Ordinary 86581on, elect by a simple maaorlty a Chairman, three Vice—Chairmen

and a Rapporteur whose terms of Offlce shall terminate at the commencement of

- the next Ordinary Sessions These officers shall not be eligible for re-electlon

until the representatives of other Member States have held Office, The Conf—
erence may, hbwever, decide by a simple majority vote to waive this restriction.

i

Rule 13

)

The Ghairman shall open and close meetihgs, submit for approval of the
-Conference the records of the meetings, direct the debates, grant the use of

the floor, submit to a vote matters under discussion, announce the results of T‘

,votes, and rule on points of order, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure.

VACANCY OR ABSENCE

Rule 14

In case of a vacancy or absence of the Chairman, one of the Vice-~Chairmen

"ghall act in his place. If neither the Chairman nor any of the Vice~Chairman

" is presént, the Conference shall elect a Chairman ad interim.
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AGENDA

N\ - 1

Rule 15

. The proﬁisional agenda shall be drawn up by the~Secretary7GQQQQAI and
communicated t0 Member States at least sixty days before the opening of the
{ Orginary Sessions ' o ' ' ' ‘ -

1

i

Rule 16

 The provisional agenda of an Ordinary Session shall comprise, in
particular:” - l | \
(a) the report of the Secretary-General;
(b) items proposed by the Administrative Councilj;
(c) 'itemé”which $he Conference will have decided at a preceding
' 'meetiﬁg{fo place on itslagenda;
(3) report of the Administrative Councilj -
(e) Flection of the Secretary-General, the Assistant Secretary-—
General and the members of the Administrative Council of the Unionj -
(£) items proposed by Member States;.
(g) items referred to it by the OAU;
(n) place and date of next Ordinary Sessionj
(i) any other business. ‘

Rule 17
'/ ' The agendé of an extraordinary session convened by tHe Secretary-General
" at the request of a Membér State, provided this request has been approved by
the required two~thirds majority, shall be communicated by the Secretary-General

to Member States at least fifteen days'before the opening of the sessione

Rule 18

! .
The agenda of an extraordinary session shall comprise only items submitted
_for consideration in the request for convening the extraordinary session.
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Rule 19 ‘

A quorum shall be made up of two-ihlrds of the Member States of

the Pan—Afrlcan Telecommunlcatlons Union.

Rule 20 .
No representatlve shall have the floor w1thout the oonsent of the = °

Chalrman. The Chairman shall grant the use of the. floor in the order in
whioh it has been requested. - He can call to order any representatlves

whose statement is not. relevant to the matter under dlscu881on.

Rule 21

Durlng the course of a debate, ‘the Chairman may make and announce the
{1ist of speakers. and with the consent of the meetlng, declare the list closed,
The Chairman‘may, however, acoord‘the right of reply to'any representative if,
in his oplnlon, a speech dellvered after he has declared the llst closed
makes this des1rab1e.

POINTS OF ORDER ’

Rule 22

() During the debate, a. representatlve may raise a p01nt of order and )
the point of order shall be immediately decided by the Cha1rman, in accordance
‘w1th the Rules of Procedure. A representatlve may appeal agalnst the ruling
of the Chalrman. The appeal shall 1mmed1ate1v be put to the vote and de01ded

by simple maaorlty of members present and votlng. ‘ ~

" (e) A representatlve may not, in raising a point of order, speak on
the substance of the matter under discussion. \

THE LII"IT

Rule 23
The Chairman with the consent of the Conference ‘may limit the. time

‘allowed to each speaker on any question.. On procedural questions, the Chairman

‘shall limit each intervenmtion to a maximum of five minutes. When debate is

limited and a representative exceeds his allotted time, the Chairman shall call

him to order without delaye o
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CLOSURE OF DEBATE

Rule 24 | : _ N

When a matter has been sufficiently discussed, any representative mdy

move the closure of the debates Two representatives may speak in favour of

 the motion and two against the motion, after which the motion shall be con-

sidered and approved if it has a simple majority of members present and voting
in its favour. When the debate on an item is concluded beeause there are no
other speakers, the Chairman shall declare the debate closed.

ADJOURNMENT OF DIBATE

Rule 25

Durlng the disoussion of any matter, a representatlve may move the
adjourn.of tho Zobato on.the itom under dlscusglon.‘ Tn. addition to the
proposcr of the motion, one rcproeentatlvc mey’ spoak in ‘favour and one against

the motion, after which the motlon shall be immediately put to the votes

SUSPENSION OR ADJOURMMENT OF THE MEETING . - . . .
Rule 26
. During the discussion of any metter, a representative may move the
suspension or ad journment of the meeting. No discussion\on‘pueh motion
shall be permitted, and it shall be immediately put to the votee

3

ORDER OF PROCFDURAL MOTIONS ¥
¥

- Rule 27

 Subject to Rule 23, the following motions shall have precedence in the

- following order over all other proposals or motions before the meeting:-

(i) to suspend the meeting

(ii) to adjourn the meeting

P

(1ii) to adjourn the ‘debate on the item under discussion

~

(1v) to close the debate on the item under disucssion.
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VOTING RIGHTS

Rule 28 \
Bach Member State of the Union shall have one votes

RESOLUTIONS.

Rule 29
\

(a) Proposed resoluilons, motlons or amendments shall be presented
in writing to the Secretary-General who shull circulate copies thereof to
representativess - However, the Conference may authorize the discussion of
a preposel not previously distributed. Proposed resolutions and motions

shali‘beiexamined in the order of their submission.
(b) A motlon or a proposed resolution may be withdrawn by the original
mover prlor to 1ts being submitted to the votes Any representative may re-

introduce a mot;on or proposed resolution that has been withdrawn.

NAJORITY REQUIRED

Rule 30
All resolutlons shall ‘be decided by simple maJOrlty of the Member States

.;‘.

of the Conference.

VOTE ON RESOLUTIONS

Rule 31
» After the debate has been‘clesed, the Chairman shall immediately put to
the vote resolutions’with all amendments. The vote shall not be interrupted

except on a point of order related to the manner in which the vote is taking place,

/

< ,  YOTE_ON AMENDIFINTS
Rule 32

When an amendment is moved to & proposal, the amendment shall be voted

- on firste- When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the Conference ‘
shall first vote on the amendments furthest removed in substance from the

original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest removed therefrom,
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and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the votes If one

or several amendments are adopted, the amended propésal'is then put to the votece
If no amendmen*s are adopted, the proposal shall be put to the vote in its original
form. A proposal is considered as an amendment to a text if it adds or removes

parts therefrom or otherwlse modifies 1t.

. VOTE ON. SEPARATE PARTS OF A PROPOSAL -

Rule 33 - //
Parts of a proposal, ‘resolution or a motion shall be voted on separately

when so.requestedg If this is done, the text resulting from a series of

*l;ﬁofes shall be put-to the vote as a whole. If all operatlve parts of a proposed

”‘~{resolut10n or motion have been reaected, the proposal shall be consldered to

have been rejected as a whole. '

MAETHOD OF VOTING AND EXPLANATION
OF VOTE

Rule B4
‘ Votes shall be taken by raising the hand, but any representatlve may
request a roll call vote which shall be ‘taken in alphabetical order of the
names of the members beginning’ w1th the State whose name is drawn by lot by
the Chairmane After a vote, any representative may request the use of the

'floor to explain his vote.

Rule 35
There shall bé a secret vote for elections and also in such special
circumstances as the Conference may determine by simple majority of its.

members.

Rule 36 .
In the event of equaiity Qf‘votés, the proposal is deemed to be rejected.
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COMMITTEES

Rui e 37T

The Conference may establlsh such sessional or ad hoc Commrbtees

and 'temporary work:.ng groups as it may deem necessary. .

Rule 38 °

The proceedings of the Committees or working.groups of the Conference
or of the Administrative and Technical Conférenoeg, shall be governed by
these Rules of Procedure except that a Committee, a Working Grouj), Adminis-
trative or Techiical Conferences may vary the gize of ite bureau 1n accordance

with its own size and any peculiar nature of the work agsigned 'bo it,

 AMENDMENTS

These Rules of Procedure may be amended by the Conference of Plen:L-

potentlar].es by simple maaor:.ty of 1ts members, -



COUNCIL OF INISTERS
29th Ordinay Session o
Libreville, Gabon, 23-30 Juno 1977 - o

t

L | , | . on/832 (KIX) -
. : . . | "; Annex TII
! sseommens 11T

GQUVENTION OF 4HE PAN-ATRICAN TRLCOWMUNIGATIONS UNION,



oM/832 (XXIX)
) L Annex IIT
Attachinent IIT

CONVENTION OF iHT PAN-AFRICAN TELECOMMONICATTONS UNION

The Plenipotentiaries of Governments of Member Staues of the
Organlzatlon of African Unity (OAU), 1rmued W1th Jhe splrlt, prlnclples
and objectives of the OAU Charierj

i

:Conscious of the urgent nced to decolonize telecommmnications in

. s o
Africa,

\
t

Convinced of the nced:-

/

-~ to ensure the orderly development of African telecommunications
at a pace co.mensurace withthe polictical, econoimic and social
developwent of Africa,

- to develoo African teleCO nnlcations networks and services

in a coacerted, planned and in.egrated nanner, -

- for a permancnt machinery to co-ordinate decisions adopted for
the development and operation of the said teolecoimunications
services, | v ;
Cons1der145 Resoluilon,cM/Res.404(XXIV) of the OAU Councll of Ministers
on the se.ting-up of a Pan-African Telecommunlcaulons Uh-on asproved bJ the
12th Seusion of ‘the OAU ASSembly of Heads of State and.Government,

Gon51derlqg Resolutlon No. 1 of the Conference of - Affloan Telecounu~

@ 5

nlcatlons Admlnlerutlon (Klnshasa, Deceriber 1975), decideing to set up the

Pan~African Telecoumunlcahlons Unione
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- CHAPTLR T .
ESTABLISHMENT, COMPOSITION, HORKING LANUGAGES AND HEADQUARTERS

Article 1 - Establishient of the Union

L

' By the present Convention, the COntractihg parties do hereby
constitute the Pan-African Telecommunications Union (PATU) hereafter
- referred to as the "Union', The Union shall be the Specialized Agency

of the 0AU in the fielg,of Telecommunications,

Article 2 - Composition of the Union

The Union shall be composed of:

{

(2) ~ Member States of the Organization of African Unity which sign

and ratify the Coavention or accede to it.

(b) = Any African State which becomes a member of the OAU and

accedes to the Present Convention,

L
\

Article 3 - Langsuares of the Union

t
‘The,working languages of the Union shall be those of the Orgaﬁization

of African Unity (CAU). -

Article 4 — Seat of the Uniorn

'The Seat of ‘the Union shall be estibliShed il seseesssseecscosoes

\
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| CHAPTZR IT
OBJHCTIVES AND FUNCTIONS

Article 5 - Objectives of the Union

The Objectives of the Union shall be té:—

(2) maintain and extend co-operation among Member States for the
imrpovement and ratlonal use of teleoommunlcatlons networks

"and services;

(b) promote the standardization of telecommunications networks

. and the co-ordination of telecommunication services among

Hember States;
! )
,

»l(c) seek to harmonize tariff structures amonz Member States with
a view to . the establishment of tariffs compatible with good
services'and independent financial management. of telecommunications;

{a) undertahe(studlcs in telecommunlcatlons and in other relevant -

' flelds of coumon interest aong Henber States;

(e) promote the establlshnent of multi-national regicnal and sub-
regional teleoommunlcailons training institutes in Africa, in
co—operation witl international organizat%ons with legitimate

interest in telecommunications in Africa;

i
v

(f) harmonize, as far as possible, the position of the Membef States

. during international meetinzs in the field of teleconmunications;

4 x : !

(g) publish information and research materials relating to telcommuni-
cations for the benefit of lMNember Statés of the Union and to eqéourage
the exchange of information and staff ‘between the administrations of

i '

Member States;

(h) take, at the request of Member States, all appropriate measures
tbifind'funding sources for suTve&s and implementatioh of +their

telecommunications projects.
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(i) encourage and assist liember States in the establishment}éﬁd

. development of telcommunications industriese.

CHAPTER IIT
STRUCTURE

Article 6 - Organs of the Union

1]

The various organs of the Union shall be:

(a) Permanent Orzans

1. The Conference of Plenipotentiaries,
2, The Administrafivp Council, and

3, The General Secretariat,.

| (v) Non—Permanent Orzans

Administrative and Technical Conferences.
‘ X

Article 7 ~ The Conference of Plenipotentiarics

1. (a) The Conference of Plenipotentiaries hereinafter referred téxas :
"the Conference" shall be the supreme organ of the Unions It shall consist
of the duly accredited re resentatives of lNember States. '

(b) The Conference ‘shall convene in an ordinary session eveny four (4)
yearse 4t the requeut of a Member State and subject fo the agreement of Huwo-

thirds of the members, it shall meet in an exiraordinary session,

( ) African liberation mOVements recoy nlzed Dy the OAU shall ‘at, their

. request be admltted as Observers to the Conference in a consultatlve capaclty.

24 The Cdnference shéll:

(a) revise the Conventlon as it deems necessary; .
- (b) determine the general policy which the Union must follow 1n order
to achieve the objectives laid down in Article 5 of the presenu

Convention;
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~

(c) -examine and approve the programme of activities and accounts of

the Union .and determine the ceiling of the 4~year budfet,

(a) determine the saale of contributions by Member States;
~(e)‘éstablish‘the structurevofAﬁhe General Secretariat and elect the
Secretary-Gencral and the iLsssistant Secretary-General of the
: Union and fix their salaries,'alloWanceé and other conditions
of seryice; , : | .

(f£) establish such subordinate bodies as it may deem neceéséfy or -
desirable for the purpose of achfeving the objectives of the Union
and prescrible for such bodies rules for the conduct of their
activitities; a

,(g) approve the financial, administrative and all other rules‘gOVerning

the activities of the Unionj

(h) eonclude ?ndrevisw agreements between theiUgion and other international
. orgénizations; and decide on any provisional agreement entered into
by the Administrative Council or the General Secretariat with the

aforesaid organisations;

(i) adopt, at the conclusion of each of its sessions, a report addressed
to all Member States as well as to the Organization of African Unity
(04u); '

i

(i) consider the report of the Administrative Council on: ' -

its activities since the last. Conference;

(k) consider the report of the Secretary-General of the Union on the

activities of the General Secretariat since the last Conference;

(1) elect the members of the sdministrative Council,

Article 8 — Administrative Council

. . 3 Y )
l. The Administrative Council hereafter referred to as "the Council¥,
shall consist of 13 %émberrStates elected for a fouf—year period by the Confe-
- rence, having due regard to an equitable dlstrlbutlon of seats among. the sub-
regioné of Africa as defined by the 0AU. They shall be eligible for re~

“election,
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2, As far as poésiblef‘the person designated by a Member State to serve

on the Council shall be an officer of its telecommunications administration.

\
i

3. If between two sessions of the Conference,a seat becomes vacant on the
Council, it shall péss by right to the llember of the:Union from the same sub-
region as the lMember whose seat is vacated, which had obtéined‘at the previous
election the largest number of votes among those not.electéd. Where elections
did not take place the sub=-region concerned shail designate another Member State

7

to serve on the Council,

/
i

4o A seat on the Courcil shall o considered vacant:
/ ‘ ‘
La)‘when a Member State does not have a representati%e in éttendande
ai two consecutive annual sessions of the Council;

/

b) when a Member State resigns its membership oh- the Council, ° .

5. The Council shall convene in annual session at the seat of the Union,
If a lMember State of the Council so requests, subject to the agreement of two-

thirds of the latter's members, it may convene in extra—ordinary session,

6. The Council sihall:

(a) be entrusted with the over-all duty of guiding the administration

of the Union;

(b) direct, control and co-ordinate financial, technical and other -

l
activities of the Union;

(c) consider the programme of activities and budget of the Union and

/o

submit them for the approval of the Conference;
(d) consider the annual management report presented by the General

Secretariat and arrange for the annual audit of fhe account of

the Union prepared by the Secretary~General;.
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(e) assesg each year the annual contribution of each NMember State

to the expendituré-of the Union;

(f£) present to the Conference a report on the activities of the

- Union during the four-year term of offioe juét ended;

’

(g) conclude provisional agreements with other organigations whose
activitics relate to those of thé Union, and submit them for the

approval of the Conference;

(h) submit to the Conference proposals concerning the rules governing

| the financial, administrative and other activities of the Union,
including the entering inte 6ontfacts by the Union with Governments
or'institﬁtions desirous of assisting the Union or its members in
achievin;; the objectives of the Union; '

)
(i) approve the ajenda and make practical arrangements for convening
| of the Confercince and programmes of the Administrative and technical

.conference and seminars submitted to it by the Secretary-General;

. (j) between the sessions of the Conference be the decision-inaking boiy\
of the Union within the limits of the powers delegated fo it by the

Conference;

“ (k) fix tlhe basic salaries and other allowances for all the officers
of the Union wit! the exception of the Secretary-~General and the
Assistant Secretary-General.

|

Article 9 - Generel Secretariat

1, The General Secretaciat shall be headed by a Secretary-General assisted
by an Assistant Secretary-General., Both shall be elected by the Conference

for a four-year period. Théy'shall be eligible for ré—election once onlye.
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(1) attend or be represented at the administrative and.technical
conferences and seminars of the Union;
( {
(j) attend or be reprosented whenever possible at meetings and

conferences to which the Union is invited;

(k) appoint the other staff of the Secretarlat Whlle ensurlnb as
' far as possible equitable dlstrloutlon of the sub—reglons of

Afrlca, in consultation with the Council;

(1) infornm Member States of any request for accession or

withdrawal;

(m) if he deems it necessary and subgpct to the approval of the

Council engzage experts for specific studies; T

(n) publish periodically a marazine consisting of articles in

the field of telecommunications;

(o) ensure the distribution of documents issued; . , -

(p) implement de0151onq of the Conference and the Administrative

Coun01l°

I
b

(q) take, to ether with Hember otatcs, the necessary umeasures
~ for the_lnplementat;on of the various programmes approved

by the Unionj

(r) present to the Conference of Plenipotehtiaries a report on’
the activities of the General 3Secretariat since the last
Session of the Conference; ! ’

*(s) precent to the Coun011 an annual report on' the activities

of the- Gener¢l oecretarlat between the two se ssions;

v
l

(t) under supervision of the Council the Secretary-Ceneral shall conclude
provisional agreements with other organisations between sessions of

the Conference.
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Vacant Posts in the Secretariat

In the event of:

(a) the pésf’of SeCretary¥Generq1 falliﬁg vadant, the Assistént‘
. Secretary-General shall act as Secretary-CGeneral until the

‘next session.of the Conference;

(b) the\ﬁost of ussistant Secretary-General falling vacant, subject
to the approval cf the Council, the Secretary General shall designate
one of the Heads of Departments to act as Assistant Secretary-General

~

) - 0 \
‘until the next session of the Conference;

(c) the posts of Secretary-Gencral and Assigtant Secretary-General
falling vacant similtaneously,‘the senior Head of Department at
the seat of the Union shall provisionally exercise the functions
of Seoretany—deneral and the Head of Depértment next ip'seniority

' shall éiercise the funtions of Assistant Secretary-General up to
~ Fhe convening of the next Conference in extra-ordinary session

within six aonths.

() the post of Head of Departnent falling vabant, the Secretary-
General’éhall desiznate one of the experts of the Department

in question to act as Head of Departmcnt until the next session
of the Council, ‘

5

'Status of the General becretariat

(2) in the performance of their duties, the Secretsry-General,
Assistant Secretary-General, Heads of Departments and all
persohnel of the Union shall neither solicit nor accept‘'any
orders from any government or authority foreizn to the Union.

They shall_abstain from.any action incompatible with their dutiesi-



BN . cM/832 (XXIX)
' ‘ Annex IIT
Attachment TIT

Page 11

N

: (b) Member States of the Union shall abstain from exercising any

influence over officers and personnel of the Union in the per—
formance of their duties; )

(c) the Secretary-General, Assistant Secretary-Genmeral and the other
staff of the General Secretariat shall enjoy the status of inter—

national civil servants;

’

(d) in all Hember States of the Union, the Secretary-General,
Assistant Secretary-Geoaeral, other staff and special envoys,
' shall enjoy, for the duration of their mission, the privileges

and immunities accorded the Union;
i
, . . e 4
(e) the Secretary~General, assistant sSecretary--Goneral and personnel
of the General Sccretariat.shall in no way enjage in telecommunications

enterprises and companies.

Article 10 = The Administrative and Technical Conferences

1,

2,

3.

4o

Non~permanent or_ans «: the Union shall comprise = regional, administrative
and technical conferencus.

i

The Secretary-Generzl shall ccavene the Administrative and Technical

Conferencesto discuss special matters relating to Telecommunications.

. The decisions taken at these conferences shall in all cases conform ’

with the provisions ¢f the present Convention.

Al

The azenda of an Administrative or Technical Conference may inlcude:
K ~
(2) all matters of a continental nature within the competence
of the administrative or Technical Conference;
(b) any draft partial revision which might be proposed to the
International Telecommunications Union to Administrative
Rules, including the directives of the International Frequency

Registration Board regarding its activities in Africa.
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5e Sub-regions recognised by the OAU may organize and hold Administrative

and Technical conferences and may, from the decisions reached at such
conferences, make proposals to the Union for consideration and any
action dzemcd necesutrye. The Union may organise and hold such sub~

, . regional conferencences in %he interest of teleco..mmicaiions developiiente

‘N

/

CEAFPTHR IV

7 Article 1T —~ Finance

1

, R : ,
le . ~Expenditure by the Union shall be made up.of expenses relating to:

(2) sessiéns of the Conference,
(b§ sessions of the Council,
(¢) the General 3ecretariat,

(&) Administrative and Technical conferences or seminars.
‘2.  Ixpenses of the Union shall be covered by:

(a) contribution: madc by Member States 1n accordance with the

scale of assc.sment established by the Goaferences

(») extra~budgetary co.tributions approved by the Council,

'

3e Member States shall pay in advance their annual contributions

_ caleulaved on the basis of the budget drawn up Ly the Council.

4e Any Member State whose contributions to the Union are in arrears for
two consecutive years shall forefeit its right to vote in accordance\with the

‘present Convention,

'5; Tne Government of the lember State in whose territory the General
Secretariat is located shall, to the fullest extent possible, advance the
funds hecessary to implement the budget until these are reimbursed by the

governiments of the other llember States.
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2L .
AT '
\

6. If a Hember State or Group of Member States undertakes research with
the assistance of the Union, the expenditure occasioned by such research shall
be borne by that Member State or the Group of Member States.

AN

“Te The accounts of the Unlon shall be kept in the currency speclfled by
the Admistrative Coucil. - ‘ S C s :
CHAPTER V

GLPLP L1 .LOVIDION&

- Article 12 - Lezal otatus of the Unlon

S

1. Hember States shall grant the Union international legal status,
and capaclty as well as 9r1v1leges and immnities on thelr territories to
enable it to perform its functlon and fuLly attain its obgectlves.

24 ‘The Secretary-General shall be empowered to conclude .with the govern—
ment of the 3tate upon whose territory the Seat of the Union is established,
and immnities recognlzed and accorded .to the Unlon subJect to the approval
of the Coun011. )

{

3. The privilezes and immunities accorded the:Union shall also anply to

)

conferences of the Union and delegates to such conferences. .

Article 13 - Sovereign rights of liember Sfates of the Union

~ N

The provisions of the present Covention shall be without pfejudice to.
~ the national leg 1slat10n of nenuer countries, "Hothing in this Covention shall
affect the rights of henber States of the Union to develop and regulate thelr

é

teleconmunlcatlons networks and services. o
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irticle 14 - Rights and Obli:ations of ‘icmber States of . the Union ,

s

, A11 Member States ghall enjoy equal rizhts and have eqﬁal duties.
They'pledge,themselvep to scrupulouslytregpect the provisions of the present
Convention, . C R ‘ ‘

Article 15 - ﬁules of Procedure

/
Fach conference or meeting of the Union shall adopt its own Rules of

" Procedure,

~

Article 16 -~ Powers of Delecations to Conferences uud leetings of the Union

.The delegation sernt by z liember Stete to a Conference or leeting of

the Union shall be accredited in accordance with the following provision:

a) for il Conference, by letters of accreditation signed by the
. ] HHLEH

Head of Siate, or Primc Minister or Minister for Foreign Affairs;

(v) for all other conicrences of the Union, by letters of accreditation
- sicned by the lMinister of Foreign Affairs or the lilnister in charge

of Telecommmunications;
(¢) for any other meeting, representatives shall be duly authorized;

() the instruments of accreditation issued ualder paragraphs (a) and
(b) of the present article shall confer on delegation's full powera,

and where nccessary, the right to sign the final instruments, .

Article 17 ~ Settlement of Disputes

/
i Any disjpute t at mey arise ooncerning the interiretation or application

of any provision of this Conventiovn -1 its @Anexés shall be submitted to the
mediation of a lMember State whe i not a party to the dispute after an attempt

at a friendly settlement Ly the Secrétary-General of the Union has fajiled.

\
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' 2. Should mediation fail, the dipute shall be submitted to an Arbitration
Tribunal by 6ne of the parties to the dispute or the Scoretary-General of the
Uhion.‘ This 4rbitr~tion Tribunal shall consist of three Meumber States who

shall be nominatcd as follows:

. (2) two arbitrators one aciminated by each of the parties;

(v) 2 third arbitrator nominated by commOQ agrecnent by the arbitrators
choser by thé parties, uwho shall be called o to preside over
the Arbitration Tribunal, This t.ird arbitrator shall likewise be
a member of the Unics "+ implicated in the dispute.
3e In the event that the two arbitratoré fail to éﬁree on the choice of a
third grbitrator,~each arbitrator shall prcbose a third arbitrator with no -
interest in the dispute. The :=2cretary-General of the Union shall then proceed

- to draw lots to designate the t ird arbitrator.

4 . If the nomination of the membersvof\the Arbitratiop Tribunal is not
made within three months of the datc of the request for arbitratién, either
of the parties to the dispute may request the Seoretany—General of the Union
to makelthe necessary honinations, except in cases where tie Union is a
party to the @ispute; the nowination shall be médg by the sAdministrative
Secrefary;General of the Orggnization of aAfrican Unity. ﬁ

1
(

5¢ = Tha decision of the arbitration Tribunal shall be final and binding

on'the waerties to ipe dispuie.

6. The foregoin - provisions shall be ~rdithout prejudice to the ohoice of
: p ;
any other moce of settiement that thz . .arties concerned may jointly decide upon

1

in keepin; with the spirit of the present Convention.
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Article 18 - Ixemptions
1. Throuzhout the .duration of'conicrenoes cr meetings of the‘Uhion,' )

- delegates and »ersonnel of the General Secretariat assigned to the conferences
or meé¢tings shall enjoy telephene, telegramme and telex facilities free of

charze betwcen the venue of the conferencce wnd their respective administrations.

2. Telephone communications of limited duration betwecen delegates and

their familics shall also be free of charce.
-

Article 19 — Standardization of cuipment

N

With a view to co-ordinating inter-State telecommunications, administrations
of Member 3tates of the Union shall endeavour to euploy equipment ~hose specifi-

cations conform to the standards reébmmendéd V3 the CCITT and CCfR,

N .
-

Article 20 — Relations between the Union and #ic Or anization of African Unity (QAU)

,'As a Specialized Azency of the Organization of African Unity in the
field of Telecommunications +the Union shall enjoy privileged relations with
the OAU. To this cnd, an agreement is to be cohcluded'betwéen-the two

Or;anizations,

Article 21 - Relations hotween the Union and other Intcrnational Bodies

’
e

" 1. In orcCer to enﬁburage overall intra-african co-operation in the field
of telecomaunications, the Union shall collavorate with the International
Telecommunications Union and other international bodies whose activities and
interests are rclated to teleco.municatidons, The Union may invite such bodies
to send obéerJers to attend its conferences i a consultative capacity, on the
basis of reciproéocity. ‘

2, Agreements may bc coancluded between the Union and such other international

‘bodies when:ver necessary.
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Article 22 - Technical Jo—oneration
1, Member States shall pronote the exchange of techaical and specialized

personnel: they shall likewise exchange study missions on technical and ’

administrative matters and organize workshops and seminars.

24 The Unicn shall ensure the training of int@rmeﬂiate’and high level profes-
sional staff for lic mber States in nultina'tiona" schools for telecommunications 1n
co=~operation with the International melcecomnunication» Union and other compotent

orsanizationg snecialized in’ 3 Tield in Africa.

M ) \ . A - . . . - . ) f . - N 8 . N
Article 23 - Decigions of .idministrative and Technical Conferences

v

'These shall Le annexed 17'\ t ie present Convention the decisions of
administrative and l>cun1ca1 Conf‘crences. Such decisions shall be binding
only upon the Member States who 51.1, ratify or accede to the final acts of

these Confercnces.

cxmpi RV
Pliial, PROVISIONS S

drticle 24 - Hatification of the Convention

v

‘1. - The present Conventi~n 3 211 be ratli‘ird by each of the Si"natory
governnents. The instrument- 8 retification shall be sent, wrbh tie least
'possible delay, through diplomatic channels and through the agency of govern—
ments if liember Si.tes in whose territory the Union is lccated, to the
SeoretaryéGéneral, who shall notify the members accordingly. |

i

2.  For a two-year period, veginninz from the entry into force of the
present Convention, each signatory lembeér State - shall enjoy the rights
conferred by the Convention cn - uber uta'bes even if it has hot deposrtecl

the instruments of ratification ag -m.ov1ded for.in thu present Convention.

£ AFRIC
‘o“,fé.c Hlves‘w

,
KRR

e

13
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‘ 3. At the end of this two=-year period, any Member State that has not
deposited the instruments cof ratification shall no lonzer have the right
to vote in meetings of organs of the Unione.

1

' Artiéle 25 - ‘AccessSion .

l. - . &ny otate meu ber uf the 04U which has not blrncd tmls Convention,

may accede to it at any time.

‘2; " The instrument of accession shall be sent to the Secretary—General
of the Union through diplomatic channels and throush the & acgency of the
government of the Vembar, State on whose territory the seat of the Union is
located. It shall enter into force on the date it is dgp081ted, unless
otherwise stipulated. The Secretary General shall notify Member States of
- such adhesion and forward to each)of them a certified true‘copy of the
Instrument. '

'

Article 26 - Entry into force of the Convention

This Convention shall enter provisionally into force six months
after its signuture by the Plenipotentiaries, It shall only finally enter

into force after depocltlon of the tenth instrument of ratlflcatlon,

, Articié 27 - Dehounciation;

i. ‘ Lny member State may denounce the sresent Convention through a
nofification addressed fo the Secrct: :ry=General through diplomatic channels

and throuzh the;medium of the government of the Hember State in whose territor&
the seat of the Union is located. The Secretary-General shall notify the other
'-menoer States accordingly. ' ] '

AX2. . This denounciation shall become operative one year after the date of

" receipt of notification by the Secretary-Gemeral,
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Article 28 - wuspension of e member

1. The Conference may decide by a two~thirds majority of the lMember

States to suspend a Member State whoi-

a) practices a policy contrary to the objectives and principles

of the Union; ' -

b for three consecutive. years fails to honour its financial obligations
to the Union; ' ‘ N
c) fails to respect the decions of the Conference which are binding
_ upon the Hember States,
2. 'The same majority shall be required for any decision of the Conference

revoking such suspension,

3e ’Suspension of a lember State shall not exempt the latter from fulfilling
its financial oblisations during the. period of suspension. \

\

Article 29 - Aoplication of »rovisions of the Internatioral Telecomiunications Union

The Union shall ‘act in accordance with the relevant provisions of the ITU
Conventicn, .inforce and in particular, thase .articles .referring to .the setting up
of regiohal orsanizations. here ne - rovision is made in the‘present Convention
\ relating to certein matters refereuicc :aall be méde to the relevant provisioﬁs of

the ITU Convention, its annexes and =dditional protocols for guidance.
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Article 30 - Signiné of the Convention « S ]
. A | )

The present Convention shall be signgd by fhe Plenipotentiaries in
three copies in’ the working languages of the Union, all texts being eqnally
authentice A copy shall be deposited with the government of the liember State
. in whose territory thé,seat of the Union is located; .The twq ofhe:é shall be
deﬁosited respectively with ﬁhe'Geﬁeral Secretariat of théfUnioﬁ aﬁd‘ﬁhe General
Secretariat of the O0AU. KA certified copy conformiﬁg to each text shall be

. forwarded to each of the signatory Mémber States by the Secretary-General of the

Union,
{
Done at Addis Ababa, This. 1977
Member States = ' , \ Signatures
....;...l....;".?.'o‘.I.O..'&.b.".» -' .l..oo-dooor.o;o';o.oo.oc.o

'...000000000.ooo.oco.a.n‘o.o.l.ooveo Ss0ncce0soRPROREOSLIEIOIOGEPOITVTOSIPQLITOOITOES

{
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MOTION OF THANKS

The Conference of Plen;potentlarles of the Pan-African Telecomnunlcatlons
. Union meeting in Addis Abeba, Bthispia, from 9-20 Mayrl977. )

Considering all the factors. which contributed to the successfu
completion of its tasks,
1. EXPRESSES its deep gratitude to the Government and People of
Socialist Ethiopia for all the hospitality and brotherly welcome
extended to the delegates;

2., HIGHLY APPRECIATES the quality of the technical services and -
administrative support given to the woerk of the Conference by the
General Secretariat of the OAU; o

3. EXPRESSES its sincere appreciation to the International Téiecommuﬁicationg'
Union and to the Hconomic Commission for africa for thsir contribution "

and participation in the deliberations of the Conference;

4. CONGRATULATES AND EXPRES"‘S its r"I'a“l:i'l:tlcle\'l:o the Members of the
Burean for the smooth manner in which they gulded the deliberations

of the Confexence thereby cnab¢1nﬂ it to complecte 1ts work successfully,

5. EXPRESSES its gratitude to Membersof the Stecring Committee for the
work they have accomnllshpd which has enabled the Conference to adopt
CPATU Conventlon and Rulbs of Procedure of the Conference of Plenipoten-

tiaries.
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. SPEICH BY HoE. ATO YUSUF AHMED, MINISTER OF
TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS OF THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT
" OF SOCTALIST ZTHIOPIA
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Ypﬁr.Exceilencies,
The,Secrefary-Genernl of 0AU,
1ﬂ1§e,Executive Sccretary of ECA,
.The representative.ofgITU,
Distinguished Delegates,

_Ladiés and Gentlemen,

On behalf et the People and the Provisional Military
Gevernment of 8ocialist thiopia'I have the honour of addpgee
.'sing you on ‘the ‘opening session of this important Conference

"and to welcome you to Ethiopié.='

Y

I am sure th&t many of the. distinguished dolegates
attending this Conference have had the opportunity of visi-
ting Addis Absba in tle past. May I take this opportunity
once again to extend *n all the distinguished delégates the

warm welcome "of the People and Government of 8001alist

' Ethiopia. We hope that your stay herc in Ethiopia w111 be

. pleasant and fruitful,

The taék before you df“eétablishing a trueiy African
Tclecommunications Union (PATU) will enable. yo to anhleve
a landmark in the history of Telecommunicationsin‘Afrlca.
The consequences;of this action will hawve an.important
unifying influence on the conomic, social and political

relationé bctWécn.Mémber Statés of Oﬁﬁ;ﬂ

We all rcalize that by setting up PATU, we will be
creating an African institufion'whibh will be charged with
great respongibilities of helping in preparing, coordinating -

and implementing Telecommunicatiqns;plansAdesignédfto mect
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“the immediate and v1ta1 needs of the Peoples and Geovernments
of Afwica - the vital ne.ds of expanding and 1mprov1ng

“sﬁitable communications facilities, the prime objective of
which is the'pfovision"of'effieient, reliable and econemical

n2tional system, inter-African network dnd'international links, \

The development of international and particulerly the
national Telccommunications' network should be given high
ipriority. However, in view of :.the currént pathetic situation
- ‘of inter+African network -nd our immediate and’future‘?equire-‘

w VY

. ments, and c_:onSider:ing ireeded that even today many of our

-

inter-African communication links are going via the interme-
diaries of European,countrics, it is obvious that at p¥esent
" the planning and cxpansion of Pan  African Telecommunications

fetwork should be a pressing priority of Africa.

The sctting up of‘PATU\will‘have'grcat.impact on the
future development of all =spects of Te cleccommunications in
- Africa.,. It can facilitate and help in *he mpbilization of
the necessary-resources, the adoption of .suitable systems
and their effcctive utilization, the development of.skilleg _

rahpower, the provision, improvement and standsr»disation ¢f
maintenance. facilities and spare parts, and the improvement of

. organizational machincry, operational technigues and mamagement

methods,

The - onargotlo off‘or‘t of PATU in these réa;s will
undoubtedly be the cornorstone for the coordlnatod and
integrated developmcnt of Pan.Afrlcan netwqu.< It can pave

‘ the way for the realizagion of cifective Telecommunications
’ :nétwork,in Africa in the vezy near future, Such o network
will facilitate direct and immediate communications in Africa
fhereby adding,é new dimension to social, economic and political

relations of our Peoples nd Governments.

i
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My Government has noted and is actlvely partlclpatlng

in the rapid implementation of the PATU and we thank those
memberS'of'tﬂe PANAFTEL COOrdlnatlon/CQmmlttoe'and.the flna-
neing bodies for the assistancs provided so far and trust
that these bodies and even others will continue their assi~
stance in the implementation of the present‘and future stages

of the PANAFTEL Network. A o ,

It is indeed very timely that you are about ta take
the hlstorlc step of sctting the PATU, I+t is pertinent to pointg
out herc that the setting up of the’Unlon.dlonc is not enough,
“An enormous task awaits us to cnsure the complete success of
the future activities of the Union you are going o create in
this Hall, One of the indispensable conditions for the crea-
tion and future success of the wnion is the ‘un-eserved and
continuous sﬁpporﬁ and §ob§eénti0n\of Member States.’

v My Govcrnment attaches great 1mport2nce to the €S-
tabllshment of this Union ~nd will cooperatc fully especially
during the 1n1t1al stage of the Union. Neve rtheless we feel
" that the "Confcrence should proceed with groqt caution avoiding
costly organizationadl sctup which would strain the flnan0131

resources of our already ovorburdoned cconomies,

éeforo concluding I’must thank the member of PANAFTEﬂ /
Cooxdination Commlttee for honourlng the Conference with their
- presence. 1 therbfore wblcome the Admlnlstra11Ve Sccretary~
General of OAU Mr, William Eteki Mboumoua who is nespon31b1e
for convening thls Confenence.' ‘T welcome also the repnesenta—

tive of ECA. |
Tong live the Organization of African Unity,

Long live the Pan%Afnican.Telecommunications Union. .-
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Your Excellency,

" Mr. Executive Secwetary of ECA, i

U4 Mr. Secretary-General of ITU,

Mr, ‘Presidcnt 6f ‘ADB,
‘Your 'Exccllencies,

‘Distinguished Delegates,

It is pleasure and an honour for me to address you and’

. welecome you on the occes1on of the PlenlpotentlaruesCMnﬂn@nce

- of" the Pan-nfrlcan TelocommunlcatlonsUnlon.A You ane meetlng here
today. wherc cxactly fourtoen years ago, thls month loaders of

-our contvinent- met and cstabllshcd the Onganlzatlon of Afrlcan
Unity. In. estsbllshlng the Organlzatlon of Afrlcan Unlty then,
the lcaders of nfrlca pledged “to coordlnate and 1nten81fy thelr'
coopera tlon and effonts to achleve a better 11fe for the peoples

Iof Africa" and to that end effcctlvoly ha rmonlze the pOllCleS of

-« Member States, among . others in "economlc cooperamlon 1nclud1ng

- transport and comfunications,

It is no mere- statment of fact on my part, therefore,

a but a vivid reality that foday'this august‘assembly represonts‘on
one of the fruits of the determination for oooperation‘to whish
‘the Organization of African Unity dedicated itself fourteen

years ago. -

Mr. Chairman,

" Your Excellencies, SRR

Your presence ‘here today clearly demonstrates our

contlnuous unanlmous desire to respect and mﬁZIHMDeffecb

.de0181ons taken by the varlous polltlcal organs of the OAU over
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the past years on the implemcntation of thevPANAFTEﬁ'Network
Project and the creation of a Pan—African Telccommunications
Union, Such conscientious decisions do not memly yield to the
principles of African Unity but to a 1argo‘eXteﬁt~servo as a con
conerete cxample of intre—African Cosoperation in the field of

communications .,

. S The OAU attaches great impOntanoe to continental de-
velopaent of communication'facilities which it believes will ac-
celerate the soclo-economlc dovelopment of Afrlca. Thle is evi=-
denccd by the contlnuous effort the OAU and other members of the
Co-ordlnatlng Committee of PANAFTEL - ECA, ITU and ADB are meking
towards an early completlon of the Projects, The Committee

had moblllzed all 1ts resources Ain this respect and I am happy
to mention thej a substantlal progress ;s being made in’ the
compietion.of territorial links in most countries."However'for
some countrles as the target dotes for the final completlon of
thc NGtWOrkSudr&W near, I should like to express my deep zegnet
over the lack of sources of financing. These countries are
faced with problem8~arising from the world economic situation,.
’In'faot, most‘African countries are faced with a fall in their

forel an currcncy rescrves due to fluctuation in prices of basic

local products. The general inflation only aggravates the situa-

tion, and moxe so because the UNDP'which shouldered the grcater L

s

part of financing, is now f301ng certaln dlfflcultles 1n its

. trecasuzy.

We‘shall«not procced to discover new‘pelliatives for
these problems, we are simply. thinking of’ the prospeots opened
up by new developments in Afro-Atrab co-operation, which is

henceforth institutionalized. : : ' (
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Mr. Chairman,

. Your Exc‘cllencdees, ’ BN

L The Union you arc about to put a flnlshlng touch to
'1ts establlshmcnt has multlfarlous purposes, It is not intended t
$o be a rlval body nor a threat to any exlstlng Unlon ofa» Si-

mllar nature.\

On our part, we would like very much to scc the Union
perform the important tasks as fairly detailcd in its_constitution.
Aé a body whose main task.will be - to coo%dinate the activities
of various telecommunication administrafions in QAU Member |
; countriea,'it is absolutely charged with‘the supenvision\to
defend the rights of all telecommunication administrations and
equally serve a5 'a liaison with the International Telecommuni-

cation Union,

Africa must now hawe its own céntre,,manned by Africans
‘where resecarch and tccwmieal materinls are stored for the deve-
lopment of'contihental telecommuniéation ne tworks rather than
relying soleky on oxternal serviccs whose intcrests are>generally
un-African. This "Afrlca first pOllcy" that is to say, developmcnt
bassed on self-rellance should be the underlylng factor for the
~establishment of the Union if the Union is to be 'in the p031t10n

to prov1de serv1ces of guality to Afrlca,

The rolc of telccommunications in present day Africa
is very orucial indeed, Gradual improvement of modern means of
communication within the continent is necessary for the rarid
realization of our drcams of intra~African cooperation such ds
boffered by wvarious reglonal economic groupings on the contlnent

There is no gain saying that the effectiveness of the many

|
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bllatcral agrcements on various coopcratlons whlch havc been

- entered 1nto by va rlous African Govcrnmonts also depond, to a
'large extent, on fast telecommunlcatlon service,’ In this -
‘regard, the' OAU requests more times be dovoted to tho technlcal
aspect/ln the' estab}lshment of the Union durlng your two-weok

long deliberations.

On tho co-ordlnatlon aspect, the OAU had shown great
‘1ntcrest asemmenced by its partlclpatlon in 311 “the sub-regional
meetlngs on tolecommunlcatlon admlnlstratlons during the years
‘under rev1cw. I am ulso huppy to 1nform thls 3ugust assembly
| that the Coun011 of Mlnlstors had now made it p0531blo ‘for me )
to 1nten81fy our role further by contlnuously pﬂrulclpatlng in
those meetings at Sub-Reglonal lcvel., The decision has already
been taken to create a separate unit in the Economic and Social
Department to be headed by a Chief of Section for an overall

liaison with PATU and. other communlcatlon service,

Your constitﬁtibnﬁbrovides'that the Union when estab-
lished will take its place as one of thc Spec:.al:.zed ngencles of the O0AU.
This decision of youns is commcndable as the OAU w111 fully co-'
~copera'be, and render prnctlcnl a831stance whprc poss1b1e t0 the
’young organlzatlon in the samé way the African ClVll Av1at10n
Commission and the Union of Africem Railways have bencfitted.

I have ‘no doubt in my mlnd therefore that the relatlonshlp

| between PATU and OAU will nrow to live to the expectations of cn

our peoples, As final notc, I would like to assure you that the
General Secretariat will give you its full cooperation during .-
your ‘deliberations to ensufe that these historic meetings are

crowned with success.
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ooal
As - political liberation is achieved it is our duty -
now to make a greater impact than in the past on projects of
economic, tecnical emd cultural liberation. |
/ This meeting is therefore a landmrk in this direction,

.

It is a challenge that we shall have to take up,
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Your. fxcellencies Ministers and Plenlpotentlarles,
Mr, uecretary—General of the O4iU,

| “Dlstlngulshsd Represontatlve of the ITU,
’LHonourable Delegates, |

- Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of Dr. 4debayo wdedeji, Executive Sécreﬁéry of thé
iCi, who has been keﬁt away from this Conference by the-duties
of his Office, I would first like to cordially wv.%s~s\you to the
seat of your Commlttee. - ‘

This belng a hlghly technlcal Confernece,'on behalf of the
LCu, I do not 1ntend to make a 1engthy speech

- T shall simply communlcate with you, and as you know,

. whether 1t is a’'question of’ tete—a-tete, the -traditional tom-tom;
_or modern means such as the tslephone, television and othsrs,
-thcre should be two partles to be able to communlcate.

- It is only logical that you should have though$>o£'"
establishing a regulating organ, in some form, and‘which would
preferably be the work of those responsible for the means. of
communication. This organ should above all ensurc offective
and harmonlous communlcatlon among the Member Staues.

This I believe is the essential raison d'étre forvyour
Conferences. - . .

\ -
|

Yy, Chairman,

' Before the means of communication can be regulated, they -

- should first of all exist and have strong ties cstablished in the
community, the nation or the region. - The ECL, the ITU, the OLU
 and the ADB have been worklng in close collaboration since 1962

\
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to sct uwp a folocbmnunimations:network on a regional scale to;
provide cffective means of direct communidation betwéen all
the Hember Countries of the region at reasonable tariffs. Thus,
in 1966, during a regional telecommunications meeting organiéed
jointly bythe ECA and the OLU, it was decided, after considering
the cxisting telecommunications network, tb undertake on the
lincs of potential needs and not of the traditional troffic
movements, a field study to draw up plans, specifications, esti-
" mates of cxpenditure for the materials that may be needed for
"a regional notwork, to study all special operational problcms
" such as tariffs, to prepere a training programme aimed at
producing enoughnqualified sﬁaff forfthe‘prOPer'opération.of the
network, aﬁd, finally,:to enter into negotiations to ensure the
" financing of the budget through the agency of the ifrican
Development Bank. -

*“The preliminary.- field studies. as well as the pre—investment-

- studics carricd out respectively in 1968-1969 and 1971-1972

‘foiloWing the 1966 meeting, which made it possible to collate

the collcctive results of detailed and systematic'feasibility

studies on ﬁearly 30 countries of the region and the subscquent

EANAFTEL regional meetings of 1972 and 1975, are the product

of co—operation between the Co-ordinating Committeo and the.Member

Countricse. | \
The Pan~ifrican Telecommunications Union (PATU) is in short

the logical culmination of the efforts made‘ovér the years to

set up a regional telecommunications network. Morcover, the

part played by the members of the PLNAFTEL Co-ordinating

Comnittee (in particular the O.U, the ECs and the ITU), which

has rosulted in t historic meeting, is well known and we need

not harp on it. 4 o

The FCL sees the Pan-ifrican Telecommunicafions Union as
a natural successor of the Co-ordinating Committee whose role in
“ the hovelopment of regional telecommunication has been chiefly
 that of a catalyst. I am convinced that the Committee will:
only wish tb‘ﬁithdraw~from the scene after giving the Pan-
African Teleccommunications Union every possible assistance during
the period of its inception. |

\\
\
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In ifrica to day, there are multinational organizations
that opcrate as unions in the various fields of communlcatlon.:
There is the Natlonal Broadcasting end Television Union (URTNL)
in broadcastlng, the PATU for post and telecommunlcatlons, and
the ..frican Postal Union APU in postal Services. These organl—h'
zatlons or unions have one fundamental objective in common with
the Pan-ifrican Union for Telecommunlcatlons, namely the establlshe
ment of adequate effective, and profltable intra-recgional means
of communication, that would operate in co-ordination. The
Pan~ifrican Telecommunications Union should therefore conbact
these and other similar organizations. It should co-opcrate
with the latter orgenlzatlon, end. there 1s no reason why it should
not merge with some, if not all. We can perhaps sug gest that
the Pan-.frican Telecommunlcatlons Unlon should devote part of its

“resourcos to a detalled study of the questlon,

I hcpe you will aiso consider the idea that the most

important functicn of the Pan-ifrican Telecommunlcatlons Unlon

“is to promote the rational development of all sectors of conmuni- (
cation through telecommunlcatlons,\ I hope that unllke its
predecessors, the Pan-ifrican Telecommunications Union will ndt.
devote its resources-to the sole purpose of breserving its existence,
but that it will cbtb: 1n praotlcal results that will be a useful
contribution to the development of telecommunications, and I was
about to. cxpress the hope that it will .abstain from organlzlng

a host of conferenc»s for pleasure.

: Tﬁank‘you for your kind,atténtionl! ' S R
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'The Pan-African Telecommunication Union will-of course
have many possibilities of cooperating with the Internationall
~Telécommunicatioﬁ‘quon. In that connection, it ﬁay be useful '
to loock at the activities Lndertaken by the ITU on'a world—w1de

I
.

, The‘dCiR'éﬁd'tﬁé dCITT examine;'fﬁf6ﬁéh”t£eir'Stﬁdy'Grbups,'
questlons arlslng in all telecommunication sectors. They consider

.the results of research in technology and 1ssue recommendatlons
which constitute the ba51s of international standardlzatlon. So
far, the main conbrlbut;on to the work of the CCI Study Groups

* has come from developed countries with sophisticated telecommu-

- ‘nication netwérks and fairly high subscriber densities. - The

.developing countries have, owing either to lack of staff or to

insufficient knowledge of the activities of the International

Consultative Commlttees, as, yet taken a very small part in the

work of the Study Groups. . But the problems of the developing

- .countries:which have few resources, a minimal telephone network

- rand oftén‘long”distances.to be convered by their ﬁélecommunioation
lflinks, are as difficult to solve as those of the most .advanced
technology. We therefore hope that the Pan—African.Telecommﬁ—
-nication Union will encourage the African Aéministrd%ions to take
- a more active part 1n the work of the Consultatlve Commlttees,

- which will thus be able to study the specific problems of these

‘countries.

v
'

As for the radio frequency spectrum, it is, as we all

'd_know, a limited natural resource, Rational management of the

spectrum is the duty of every telecommunication admlnlstratlon,A
“t0 be-discharged with the cooperation and coordination of the IFRB.
At a time when ansever wider range of frequen01es in the rad104
spectrum is used for long-baul systems, the role of the ITU 1s

of”’ capltal 1mportance, if full’ enaoyment of this. natural resource
is .to be ensured. I am ‘convinced that the Pan—Afrlcan Telecommu—

" nication Union w1ll by its work, fa0111tate our task 1n the

K} 7

‘management of the spectrum
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But 1t is in the field of technlcal cooperatlon that the
a051V1t1es of ITU are often best known in Afrlca. .With the
Flnanc1al backlng of the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) , ~the ITU has carried out a large number of projects con-
cerned with the development of both national ané international
telecommunication networks in all the independent countries of
Afrlca. As51stance has Bcen glven for staff tralnlng, frequency
management the development of marltlme radiocommunications, the
organlzatlon of Admlnlstratlons, network planning, prelnvestment
surveys of links and exchanges and in several other fields for ‘
which 1nternat101ul assistance was requlred to upgrade telecommu-
nication facilities in the various countries.

'In 1976, a total of approximately 21 million United States
dollars, about 1/% of which was for iAfrica, was spent on technical
- assistance projects largely funded by UNDP and implemented by ITU,

1

The project having the greateet scope within the framework
of the technical asolstance provided by ITU to the African
countries is the installation of the Pan—afrlcan Telecommunlcatlon
Network. The purpose of this proaect is to bring about a general
decolonlzatlon of - Telecommunlcatlons in Africa.

The ITU hag been engaged in thls grand de51gh for more“
‘than a decade, startlng with the preliminary studies to ascertain
that the network would involve and following up with preinvestment
surveys. As soon as we embarked upon the active phase of project
implementation, the heads of states and governments of the count-
ries members of OAU decided to set up a Coordinating Committee
consisting of the Becretary-General of OAU, tne Secretary-General
of ITU, the Executive Secretary of ECA and the President of ADB.
- The task of this Coordinating Committee 'is to keep close track
of the rapid progress being made with PANAFTEL, ensurlng perfect.
network 1ntegrat10n and. 1ndent1fy1ng optimum sources of flnanclng
for‘the 1mplementatlon of the complete project,

/
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The Coordinating Committee has held a number of successful
meetings and its 4th report will be submitted to your Conference
and to ‘the next meotlng of the Council of Mlnlsters of the
Organlzatlon of African Unlty. '

v The remarkable results already achleved are due to the
concerted efforts of: all the members of _the PANAFTEL Coordlnatlng
'Gommlttee, namely the OAU, which provides the political drive,
the ECA ~which dis respon31ble for ensurlng the harmonlous inte-.
gratlon of the economic development of the African contlnent the
-ADB, acting as flnan01a% consultant and ITU,. which played the key
. role of technical adviser. ' . -

The outcome of these continuous and perfectly meshed
. activities.afe S0 @romising that the Heads of African States
and Governments mecting in Kampala from 28 July.to 1 August
1975 adopted a resolution instructing the Coordinatihg Committeé
to continue its efforts. |

Pursuant to the terms of reference set out in this
~resolutioh; the Coordinating Committee held a Conference of
African Telecompunication Administrations at Kinshasa in

' Deceuber. M9% which, ih addition to deciding on the -establishment
of the Pan-African Telecomﬁuhication Union, raised new problems

- for the PANAFTEL network‘relating to operation and maintenance.

" With the financial assistance of UNDP, ITU is attempting to
tackle these new problems and to‘hglp Administrations cope

with the tasks involved in setting up the new network.

\
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Nevertheless, a serious threat looms from PuNnFTEL I am

eferrlng £o the waste of resources liable to be caused by
the prollfergtlon of’ uartL‘otatlonso Large sums are being
1nveated to set up extremely costly earth statiéns_without any
guarant of genuine.improvement in‘internationalnté}e—
o communlcatlon facilities since the telecommunication services
' of a country cannot be said to be improved unless the invest-
ment nade is ratlon“lly applied to the harmonious develop—
ment Qf the national and 1mternatlonal networks. What is the
point of a country's having a very high quality link with the
international excharge, when the local subscriber lines are

of poor quality ? iIt is axiomatic that the overall quality
.of a telecommunicétion link cannot be better than thét of

the worst section.

The PANAF?EL ne etwork wasﬁdesigned with an eye not only
to the mein arteries to be 1ngtalled between the capitals. of
countrles but to:the development of the 1nternal ‘network of
each countrJ and to the need for securlng an overall
upgradlng of 1 elecommunlcatlono throughout Africa.

Ladies andAGentlemen,

I was glad to learn, a month ago, of the decision taken
by the.Arab~African‘Conférence in Cairo to establish closer
cooperation between the”Arﬂb oountries and the'African

countrles ‘and to request the Arab Bank for ‘Econonic
Development in Africa (4BEDA) to deal W1th the flnan01al
assistance which the rlch countries are prepared to grant to
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the less favourably situated African countries. This type

of cooperatlon is eyexplarj and gives us great satlsfactlon.

‘As I have already announced in the Telecommunication Journal,

a - cooperation agre:ment has recently. been 510ned between

ﬁthe ABEDA - and ITU vhich will facilitate. our future collaboratlon.

 The ABEDA and other funding bodies are bound'to play

-an’ increasing part in connection with the implementation

of African cooper&tien projects in the future. The agreement
. .between ABEDA and IAU will enable us to act as technical
consultant for.projects financed by ABEDA using the»funds-
in-trust system alrecady employed for a number of our projects.
I am certain that we are now at the beginning of a long and
fruitful association. ' |

Mr. Chairman, -
Ladies and Gentlcmen,

As I p01nted out a few moments ago, your regional Union
will have numerous poss1b1111t1es for cooperation with the
International Telecommunication Union. This is provided for
in the International Telecommunication Convention, Artlcle

32 of which states that
/
"Members rescerve the right to convene regional

 conferences, to make reglonal arrangements and to forn

- regional organizations, for the purpose of settling
telecommunication questions which are susceptible of
'being treated on a regional basis. Such arrangements
shall not be in conflict with this Convention."

-
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I am convinced that this will in fact be the case and that
fruitful collaboration will soon be established between our two
organizations in keeping with the provisions of our Convention
which is of course your Convention also.

It is on this hopeful note that I should like to conclude, -
at the same time conveying to you my best wishes for your
success. S

SRR T L T A -
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Mr. Chairman:

Yesterday we listenéd to a disoussion that we consider extremely
~‘regrettable. It is regrettable because although the matter was very

. simple,'yet”it has revealed a very grave confusion.

Before .our delegatlon of Zalre took the floor yesterday we
aw1shed to hear the ather delegations, and to. give the OAU A581stant
uSecretary—General the opportunity to supply all the necessaxry informa-

tion to the delegates to help;them solve ‘the problem raised by.
Resolution CM/Res.40l(XXIV) pertaining to the seat of our Union.

This is also in his capacity as OAU Secretary-General..

As thé oAU éécfétar&—ééne;al didcnbt;da gﬂi;,‘énd‘consideriné
fthat:fhe discussions yesterday wére held:in'an‘atmosphere\of grave

confusion, raising'matters‘bf‘a ﬁblitical énd legal‘nature that are |
g0 grave, the delegation of Zaiie fdund‘ifgelf'oompelled to take the

floor at this morning's meeting"to stéte its pOSition.

.~ 4ilso Mr. Chairman if you would allow thé delegation of the

' Republic of Zaire o strongly protest to the 04U sdministrative

General Secretariat for the following reasons:

1. With regard 1o the question of the decision taken by the
24th Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers and
ratified Wy the 12th Ordinary Session of the Conference ~

‘! of Heads of State and Goverﬁﬁeﬁf} establishing the
seat of the Pan—African Telecommunications Union in

* Kinshasa, in this question the '0AU Administrative
General Secretariat keeping the archives of the
Organlzatlon is in a very good position to help the
Member States by supplylng them with correct and
exact 1nfbrmat10n, yet it has once more shown a biased
attltude and hostlllty towards a Member State, namely
the Republic of Zaire.
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In fact the QCAU Administrative General Secretariat has

all the necessary means at'its'disposal, to confirm the

_authenticity and legality of Resolution CM/Res.4O01(XXIV)

pertaining to the establishment of the seat of PATU in
Kinshasa. Its apparent inaptitude and its hesitation
in communicating these means of evaluation to the Member

) . H ) . . N PPN .
States meeting in-the PATU Plenipotentiary Conference

" amounts to a pure and]simple sabofage, contrary to the

responsibilities ahd the prerogatives with which it is

vested.

The Authenticity of the Resolution

- Resoiution‘QM/Res.40l(XXIV) has been twice adopted,
first by the 24th Ordinary Seéssion of the Council. of
‘Ministers in iddis Ababa in February 1975, and then
" by the 12th Ordinary bess1on of the Conference of
i Heads of State and Government in Kampala in July
1975, that is five months later. *

~ In fact only resolutions that are regularly adopted
by the Council of Mlnlsters, are raised in the form
of recommendations to be epproved by the Conference -
of Heads\of State and Government. Such was the case
" with Resolution CM/Res.401(XXIV)s . The 12th Ordinary
Session ef the Conference of Heads of State and
Government in Kampala had to approve the resolutions:
of the 24th Session and the 25th Session’'ef the

. Council of Ministers.

- ! The procedure followed by the Conference of Heads
of State and Government in the approval of the

Resolutions of both sessions was exactly the same.
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According’to OAU praotiee this procedure eonsists of

 approving without disonseion, the resolutions ad0pted
regularly by the 'Council of Mlnlsters, and only examining
in detall resolutlons contested by the Council of

Ministers.

,Thls was not the case w1th Rewolutlon CM/Res 401(XKIV)
whioh’ was approved by the Heads of State and Government
 among the resolutlons that were not contested by the[[

'24th Ordlnary Session of the Gouncll of. Mlnlsters.

- So to allow doubt on the authenticity and rekularity of
the above-mentioned:resolution is an ektremely grave
preoadent from the 0AU Admlnlstratlve General Secretarlat,
which thereby allows grave doubt to be cast on the
anthentlclty and regularity ‘of all resolutions adopted
aocording to the same procedure by the 12th Ordinary
Session of the ¢onference of Heads of State and Govern—
ment, notably the resolutions of the 25th.Session of

the Council.of Ministers.

4. Legal Considerations '. ' o
) . ‘ ‘ \
R decision adopted by the Conference “of Heads of State and
Government, the "Supreme“ Organ of the.04U can in no way be contested
by the Council of Mlnlsters, and certadnly not by a technloal meetlng

of Plenlpotentlarles. _ A A

It is the duty of the OAU Admlnlstratlve General Seoretarlat
to draw the attention of the Member States to this 1mportant aspect
of the problem. . In falllng to do 80 the OAU Admidistrative General
Secretariat gravely falls short of its duties, and in fact are
deliberately brlnglng ‘about the confusion that has been raised on
thls question, and which has led the delegates, undoubtedly in good
faith, “to contest a declslon properly adopted bv the Heads of State

and Government. i o
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5. Procedural Infringement

The‘delegation of Zaire reérets the'specious argument of !

procedural infringement that was raised during .the discussion of'

this question.

‘ In fact a prooedﬁral infringement can only occur and be
invoked with referénce to an OAU text or regulatioh, defining the
procedure to be followed. ' The delegation of Zaire would like to
ask the OAU Administrative General Secretariat to inform the Member
Statés of the OAU text or regulation that has been violated by the
'adoptioﬁ of Resolution CM/Res.40l(XXIV)‘by the 12th Ordinary Session

of the Conference of Heads of State and Government.

\
AN

At any rate, the delegatioﬁ,of Zaire has proof that in the
past, the Conference of Heads of State and Government gdopted
decisions on the Seats of Organizations even before they were

definitely established.

Finally, in view of the regrettable situdtion created by the
Administrative Secretary-General around ‘this affair, the delegation
of the Republic of Zaire is demanding the Administrative General
Seoretariat of the OAU, on the one hand, to provide the PATU
Conference of Plenipotentiaries all the necessary information in
erder to remove all amblgultles and, on the other hand, to place

this question on the Agenda of the Fourteenth Ordlnary ‘Session of
- the Heads of State and Government which will be held in lerev1lle

!

- from 2 - 5 July nexte.

This, Mr. Chairman, is the declaration that the delegation of
Zaire w1shed te make to shed light on the questlon, for the benefit
of the honourable and distinguished delegates, of this Conference.

Thefdelegation‘of Zaire demands that this declaration figure
in the minutes and reports ef this, and should be reproduced and
distributed to all delegates. “

Thank you te:y much.



COUNCIL OF MINSTERS
Twenty--Ninth Ordinary Session
Libreville, Gabon

23 - 30 June, 1977

. | . DECLARATION .

BY

CM/832 (XXIX)
Annox  IIT
Attachment V ('b) '

ZATRE .




CM/832(XXIX)
Annex III ' .
Attachnent V(b)

DECLARATION BY ZAIRE

M Chairman,
| | | Wifhgut wishing to teke u»n too much of your time,
I would like to draw attention to a certain attitude I have observed
which, to say the least, does not nfomote the tyne of cooneration we
‘want to see establishéd among us. |
At the ond of this morning's Sessioﬂ, whilé the entire
Zaire'delega%ion was still seated, the‘Renresenfaiivﬁ_of the
éecretarqueneral informed the Zaire delegates that by a decision of
the Chairman of the Drafting Committee, the distinguished delegafe
, %rom Botswana, the Drafting Committee refuses to consider the counter—draft.
o The Zaire delegation does not believe this, for it is convin.ced '
fhat the commetence of the Drafting Committee does not extend beyond
nrenaring the texts and draft resdlutions aé they are adéntedey thé(
Asseﬁblyu 4 | B
/ o - ) \
Thisg once again reveals, Mr Chairman, the unfortunate
axtitudetwhich the Secretary-General entertains as a meane of ommosing

Mémber States.. | . ) E

I would like in this ¢connection to emnhasize the fact the
\ rélationS'betWeen our two Heads of State are such that there is not
a shadow of misunderstanding exists between Botswana and Zeire, much ..

less among the Peonles of both countries.
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Also since I have the %1oor, Mr Chairman, ellow me to thank all
those who are of our o~inion-'and rightly believe that if we want
geriousness to ﬂrevail in Africa and cooreration among Africans
to be closer, we must resnect the rﬁles and {rinciﬂleslwe’have oﬁrselyeé

l2id down in our Charters and Conventions, etc..

\

For jhié Treason, my country,‘Zairé, fully aware of all
the nositions adonted:and realizing the gravity of the illegal stand
“the Pleniﬁotentiary Conference, with its snecial and limited
comhetence,‘has been led to take, solemnly announces the withdraﬁal
of its candidature for the scat unloss this withdrawai i? rejected by
the nrimery nronosers and we aré nbt annlying for any other nost..
My_delegafion is'aléo on this occasion withdrawing its counter—draft

resolution relating to thie.

In this way, the Zairc believes it is acting in the best

way to nromote the sort of increasing cooneration we desire for the

. .
\ .

well being of our resnective nconles.

.

Mr Chairman, the Zaire delegation rcruests that for tho
OAU erchives, this declaration should a~meer in the minuwtes and the
renort of this Conference and it also recuests that it be renroduced
and distributed to 21l the delegations ~resent.
O ehives ¥ g,

QR AFRICY
tx\ql, é = ‘\."\.
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.thinally,,MrnChairman, Zeire 2lso reauestsnthat;this

~gtem be cancelled from the agenda of the Heads of State Summit

*

. mectlng‘ It however. reservos its right- to brand it with the 1ncomﬁ0tences\

and irregularitieg of the General Secretariat.

Thenk yoﬁ‘

"
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RAPPORTEUR'S REPORT

I, OPENING CEREMONY \

le - The Conference of Plenlpotentlarles of the Pan—Afrlcan Telecommunloatlons

Union took place in Addis Ababa from 9 - 20 May 1977,

2 lv;Thg~inaugﬁra1-seSSion of the Conference waé held in the afternoon of
9 May 1977s The Administrative Secretary-General of the 0OAU, HeE, Mr‘ William
Etekl. Mboumoua conducted the Ceremon1a1 Openlng.

- 3. ‘The following countries énd organizatidnslattended the Conference:

Algeria, Angole, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cameroun, Cape Verde, Central

African Empire,,Chad,_Congo,«Egypt; Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana,.
Guinea-Bissau, Cuinea, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Medagascer, .
Mauritania, Mauritius,'Mozambique? Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Scnegal, Siérra Leone,

| Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Upper Volta, Zaire, Zambia.

4e - Serviced by tﬁe'General Secretariat of the Organization of African Uﬁity,
the Conference was also attended by the International Telecommunlcatlons Union

(ITU) and the UN Economlc Comm1551on for Africe (TCa).

\
3

Se HiE. Ato Yusuf Ahmed, Miniéter of Transport‘and Communications delivered.
the opening statement, ' Opening statenenfs weré also made by HeE. lire Hilliam
Eteki lboumoua, Adnmnlstratlve Secrctary-Gcneral of sthe OAU and Mr, David Gonao,
Deputy Exccutive Sccretary ‘of the ECi. The full taxts of those statements are
attached to this report as Attachmonts IV(a),(b),end (c) reopectively.

6+  On behalf of the Plenipotentiaries, the Heads of Delegations of Libya,
Nigeria, and the Central African Empire made statements in response to the
statements made by the Minigter of Ewhiopié, the Administrative Seeretary-General
of OAU and Deputy Executive Secretary of ECA. |
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- II. ELECTION OF THE BUREAU Sy

Te - Fbiioﬁing‘the Ceremenial‘Opening, fhe Conferenoe‘elecfed ﬁhe.Bﬁreau "

of the Conference, composed of ‘the following members:.

. Chairman: Cameroon.

- Vice=Chairmens le.. Algerie

‘2, Niger
‘ . "3e Kenya
,Rapporteur. L Botswana o i

!

8, ;The meetlng then adjourned for the daye’’

IIT, ADOP'I'ION oF THE.AGENDA

9. ' The Gonference resumed its work on 10 Mey 1977 at 10. OO aeme At

the openlng of the session, the Chalrman 1nformed the meetlng of the arrlval

of Mre Mohamed Hlll, Seoretary—General of the ITU ‘and called upon him to deliver
his statement. The full text of the statement is attached to this report. as
Atbachment IV (d) | &

- 10, The Chalrmen “then called ‘upon the Conference to consider unc adopt the
prOV1s1onal agenda. _The provisional agenda, contalnlng 21 1ten,, was unenlmously

qaopted. ‘The agenda is attached .to this repo;ft as mtaomem T,

IVe  ORGANISATION OF THE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE
11,.. The Conference decided o adopt “the following working hours:
 Mornings: . 10400 a.me — 1s00 pem. |
Afternoons: ' 330 Deme. —"6.30 DeMe . -

12,, The Conference then elected a tenymember Draftlng Committse, composed
_'as follows: ngerla, Upper Volta, Lesotho, Hozambique, Central African BEmpire,
‘ Congo, Uganda, Ethlopla, Egypt and leya. The Rappor¢ewrwastp ehalr all the
‘meetlngs of . the Draftlng Commlttoe. o : -
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V. ITEM 5 DRAFT RULES OF_PROCEDURE

13, The Conference then tock up agenda item (5) dealing with the Draft
Rules of Procedure of the Conference of Plenlpotontlarles of the Pan-Afrlcen

1Y

E Teleoommunlcatlons Unionse o \ T

14. The Draft Rﬁles‘of Procedure ef the Plenibotentiary Conference
of the Pan-Africen Telecommunications Union had embodied 38 Rules under
various hewdlngs. In oonsidering these Rules, the Conference made various

\

7amendments and declslons, notably'

\' e)~ Throughout the Document thc terminology "Conferenoe of Pleni=
 potentiaries™ should be used 1nstead of "Plenlpotentlary Conference".

b)' The term1nolo~y "Mlnlsters respon51b1e fbr Gommunlcatlons" was
" amended to read "Mlnlsters responsible for Telecommunlcatlons"

wherever 1t appears. .

c) Rule 2 of the draft dealing with the results of the deliberation
- of ‘the Conference of Plenlpotentlarles was deleted 1n sriew of the
fact that PATU belng a Specialized Agency of the’ OAU,WOulu naturally
use the normal channels to make known its decisions to the policy-
- making bodies of the OAU.

~ d) Discussions on Rules 6 and 7 dealing with the Sessionsof the
4 A Conference of Plenlpotentlarles was suspended until the Convention
was adopted in v1ew of the fact that the provisions of these rules would
1 reflect the adoption of the relevant part of the Convention on @he
Sessions of PATU.V ' -

PN
A

e)A In Hule 9, deallng with worklng languages, the Conference adopted
* the usages of the woxklng languages of the 0AU.

f) . In Rule 16, dealing W1th the agenda, the Conference declded that the
 agenda should be c1rcu1ated 60 days 1nstead of 30 deys, before the

opening of ordinary session..
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g) In Rule 17, it was decided to ‘add additional points on the
“basis of Rules 16.and 17 of the Rules of Procedure of the

- Council.of Ministers of the OAU.

~h) With regard to Rule 37, it was adopted with the provision. that
it would be re—examlned in relatlon to %echnlcal\bodles vrov1ded

 for-in the Convention.

v5y All the other Rules were adopted with minor amendments. The Conferehce.
‘$hen ‘decided to adopt the Rules as a whole when the‘Cenvention-had been

‘adopted. in view of those Rules that were held over for consideration,.

16: ' The meeting then proceeded to consider the Report of the Steering
Committec. Accordlngly, the Chairman gave the floor to the Chairman of the

» fSteerlng Commlttee, Mr. Bobo Camara of Guinea, the.Chairman of the Steering
e’Commlttee then 1ntroduced in extenso the activities which the Stoorlng Commititee

fAhad undertaken in preparing the Draft Convention of PATU on the bacis of the

!

.draft prepared by QAU and ‘ECA as well s other relevant 1nformetlon.

.\17; The Chairman thanked the Members of the Steerlng Commlttee for the

work well done.

18, .The Mecting was then adjourned until 10,00 aem. on 12 lay 1977
VI. . CONSIDERATION AND ATOPTION OF THE CONVENTION OF THE
PAN-AFRTCAN TELECOMHUNICATIONS UNTON (PATU/SC 21 )Rev..L)
" (AGENDA ITHY N0,6) -

19. Openlng the debate on this- 1tem, the Chairman stressed the 1mportance
“of the Draft Conventlon. ‘He went on to call on the Conference to. av01d time—

consuming taotlcs and pleaded for pertinent observations - only, vo save time .

20 A delegate from Senegal reafflrmed the Chalrman s words by addlng that
his delegatlon attached great 1mportance to the establlshment of thé .Union.
He however pointed out that telecommunlcatlon act1v1t1es-wengclose1y-related
to postal ‘services. In most Afrloan countrles both telecommunlcatlons and

postal serv1ces wemaplaced under one mlnlstry for proper oo-ordlnutlon of

-



- S PATU/PL/Rapt «Rpts |
o - : page 5
,oommunlcatlon act1v1t1es, he addeds; He therefore suggested to the Confercnce
" that it would be much wise to amalgamate the two services in a union taking
into con51derat10n ex1st1ng schedules on the Contlnent. He concluded by
say1ng that such W1se move would have a little agverse effect on our already
nhattered eoonomies as Mcnber States have. o oontrlbuio to the budget’ after all.
- 2l. The delégate of bhana reminded the Conference that there alrcady existed'
_in Africa an Afrlcan Postal Union respon51b1e for postal harmonization on the
Contlnent. ‘ ‘ K
22, . At this Juncture, the Secretarlat informed the Conference that, the
Secretarlat of the Afrlcan Postal Union had in fact already comnunicated to the
o OAU 1ts de31re to beoome a speolallzed agency of the OAU 1n the fleld of

Pbstal Services.

|
23, The delegate of Nigeria introduced a 'somehow! compromiséd pro%oéal.
He suggested that, though his delegation fully supported the creation of the

Pan-African TPelecommunications Union, it would however like to scec that the

... two African Postal Unions”presently in existence shbuld come tpgethé:‘to form

a greatef union in the field of postal services. He ended by making refercnce

to ITU and UPU; which exist as separate entities in their respective domains.

24« . The delegate df Guinea made it clear that his delegation was n@t{in,
principle against Senegal's proposal, but that the 'mérriage' was in fact

not appropriate.-iHe added that telecommunications,and.pqstal services ﬁere
not the same and did not perform the same services., He made references to
AFCAC, an OAU specidlized agency in the field of Civil Aviation, and the UAR,
an OAU specialized agency in the field of railroad services as Wéll'aé URTNA
and the Arab Telecommunications Union. He ended by calling the Conference's
attention to Article 20 of the Conventidn,which 6utlined the relationship

y -

between PATU'and other pelated international agencies.

5_25» The Mlnlster from the Central African Empire informed the Assembly thet
© his Government had regretfully recalled him, though he 1ntended to partlclpate
fully-in the debate before his departure on 15/5/77 due to the 1mportancc of

the item gnder discussion. ~He suppOrted‘Senegal's propoSal'thdt.only one Union
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‘should be created to cater for the needs of telccommunications and postal
services. He further requested that the full text of hlS speecn should
beé 1ncluded in the report.

\

26, The delegate of Libya mede it clear that the Conference should. uﬂder—
stand that telecommunlcatlons ‘and postal serv1ces were quite Jlfferent, und

that any attempt to blend them together .into a Union would moke their services
{1neffeet1ve. His delegatlon therefore supported whole-heartedly the establish- '

ment of a teleeommunlcatlonsunlon as.a separate entity at all costs

27. The delegate of Lesotho, whlle commending Senegal for its wise proposal,
added that such ‘a proposal came too late. Teking into account. the amountn

of groundwork alreedy accompllshed, he did not think it feasible to go back

~ and dreft a new Convention and start negotiating_all over againe. In fact this
~ would moean that delegetes had to go back to their various eountries‘to'receive
new mandates from their respective Governments, he contended. He concluded
by saying that perhaps at the end of the Conference a resolution should be
passed to take into account proposals made by:Senegal and seconded by -the
Central African Empire. / K

28, The Congolese delegate said that hlS delegation flrmly belleved in the
~ speeding up of development of the Continent but thought that Scnegal's
"proposal was approprlate. He, therefore, supported’ the propo al madce by
Senegal end seconded by the Central African Empire. He' requested +that

that proposal be recorded in the summary records of the Conferences

29. At this juncture, the~Chairman declared that it looked as if tho'consensus
was in favour of the creation of the Union as a separate entlty and suggestcd

that the housé move to examlne the Draft. Conventlon.

30« The delegate of ‘Upper Volta protested and expressed regret at the qulck
~decision whlch the Chalrmen has taken. He said his delegation fully supporto

Senegal's proposal both in terms of savings and eff1c1ency.

3le The delegate of Botswana moved that the house should move straight to -
the examination of the Draft Convention since the Chairman had already closed
the debates
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32. The delegate of Iﬁory'Coast gsaid he wag not in favour of the proposal
made by Botswana, as -most delegates had not been glven the chance by the

. Chair to express their oplnlons.
f

133. At this “juncture, the‘Chairman suggested that the house should vote
on Botswana 8 proposal, "That the Conference proceed to the examina tlon of the

Draft Conventlon"

In favour . = o = 25

. 34. The Conference thus decided to proceed to the examlnatlon of the Draft’

“,Conventlon, and 1mmed1ately took up the Preamble.

-

35.- The deiegate_of Senegal made it clear that his delegation was in no way
against the discussion of the Convention, and requested.that his position be

" recorded, .

- 36e _The delegation of Lesotho proposed that the substance should be examined_
. first, and then the editorial details.

'37s - On the preamble, the ‘delegate of Guinea proposed the following‘amendment:

"CONSIDERING THE URGENT NEED TO DECOLONIZE TELECOMMUNICATIONS
* NETWORK", )
338. " The delegation of Gabon in its turn proposed the following preambular

- paregraph: L | o

"MINDFUL OF EXISTING PRINCIPLES OF THE ITU“-
39. The delegatlon of Ivony Coast proposed an amendment to Gulnea's
amendment %o make 1t read as follows. a

_ "CONSIDERING THE URGENT NEED TO DECLOLONIZE TELECOMMUNICATIONS -
IN AFRICA""

40 The Chalrman then put to the vote Guinea! s amendment, as amended by the
Ivory Coast, with the follow1ng results: '

In favour ‘ - 25
Ageinst = 2
Abstentions R -8
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41, The Chalrman then . put. to the vote the proposal of Gabon with the
following resu1t5° ‘ : o

et
¢

In favour .7 C - ‘12 ‘
Against - 18
' Abstention | ~ 5

Gabon's proposel was thus rejected.

42, “After several amendments and proposals, the Conference decldee that the

" preamble ‘should counclude w1th, "HEREBY AGREES AS FOLLOWS"

43; " On Article 4, prov1d1ng for the Seat of the Unlon, the Socretarlat

drew the aitentlon of the Conference to -two relevant resolutlons of the Coun011

Jof Ministers,- which hud subsequently'been endorsed by the Assombly of Heads of

. State and Governmént. By resolution CM/Res.40l (XXIV), the Secretarlat explained,

;the Council declded that the Seat of the Union, when thé Union was eventually

",44. The delegation of Chad asked the Secretariat to glve the reference number

" established, should be in Kinshasa, Zaire, while by resolutlon CM/res.404(XXIV)

theCouncil declded that the ‘Union should be establlshed.v,

‘conflrmlng that the Assembly of Heads of State and chernment had endorsou
Resolution CM/Rep.401(XXIV) at the 12th Summlt in Kampala in July 1975. ﬁ

45 In reply, the Secretarlat explalned that resolutions of the AsoeMbly of

) they had been approved by the Assemblyu

Heads of State and Governmcn+ only bors Aesembly reference numbenslf the

<re1evant subjeéts had been or1g1nally debated by the Assembly. " ﬂhere resclutlons .

were sent from the Councll of Mlnleters for the approval of the stembly, such

i.resolutlons retalned thelr Councll of Mlnlsters reference numbers even after

-
I

.. 46es . The delegate ‘of Lesotho suggested that the qunstlon of locatlng the

uHeadquarters of the Union was so 1mportant that his delegatlon felt that 1t

"~ should be placed or the agenda of ‘the Conference as.a separute 1temu Leeotho's

proposal was seoonded by Botswana and Ivory Coaste .

;
'

‘ '47. . The Chalrman suggested that the questlon of the Seat be referred back
h to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government in the form oP an appeal./
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48, The delegate of the Central African Empire requestéd/the Secretariat

to- produce the minutes of the appropriate Summitﬁendbrsing‘the-Counoil of

. Ministers' decision that the Seat of the Union be.looated in Kinshasa.
The.Secretariat»promised‘to do so as soon as possible.'

,49.\ | The delegation of Uganda dissociated itéelf'from any move to al%ér the
decision of the Heads of State, andﬂreqﬁestéd'that its'position be recorded.

It went on to Observe that the Conference of Plenipotentiaries was not .competent
o refer the decision of the Assembly of Heads of "State and Government back

to the Assembly.} | .

50 Rwandé‘ekpresséd the belief that there was no use of debating $he matter,
~ as the decision of the Council of Mlnlsters, as endorsed” by the Heads of State,

was olear—outa

51.: The Aelegation of Chgna read a Resolution on the questiqn\éf fhé siting
bf;the‘HbadQuérteré of the Union, passed by the‘West African Sub-Regional Meéting
. ‘on Telecommunications Administrations in Lomé in March 1977. The Resoiution
"requested the OAU Heads of State to consider their dgqision endorsing Resolution
GM/Res;401(XXIV) and suggested that the OAU Secretariat provide temporary head-—
quarters for ﬁhe*Uhion. ' ' ' '

52. " The delegate of the Ivory Coast stressed the importance of the Resolution’
passed in Lomé by the West African Group,'and suggested that any decision taken

by the Conference should take the resolution into accounf;

53 Some delegates suggested that the Chairman close the debate tlll the next
day, to enable the Lomé resolutlon to be clrculated by the Secretarlat.

54« ,At the request of a number of delegations, the Secrétariat gavé additional‘
explanations on the implications of the deocisions of the Council of Miﬁistérs
as refieoted in resolufionsACM/Res.4OI(XXIV) and CM/Res.404 (XXIV), The Secre-
tariat explained that it was not accurate to say<£hat the_Council‘s decision
fo'ldcaie the Headquarters in Kinshasa was putting the cart before the horse;l
because, ‘during the same session at which'the Council made the decision on the
looation of the Seat of the Uhioﬁ, the Council also decided that PATU should be
established. The Council's decision on the location of the Headqﬁarters of
the Thion wés, therefore, - properl&Emade. Whether or not. the Conference could
‘qnestlon the Council's dec1s1on, which had been endorsed by the Assembly of
Heads of State, the Secretariat could not say, because such a situation had

never arisen before in the history of the OAU.
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55 The delegate of Zaire, while asking the Chairman to closc the débate,
requested that his delegation be afforded opportunlty to make a statement on
the matter the next day. - . | S , .

56¢ ' The Chalrman then put the matter to the vote, with the followlng results.

. For referrlng the matter to the Assembly

of Heads of State and Government - 25
Against -~ . . N ‘ - -6 ‘ o
Abstentions \ I -

57£ " The Conference thus decided to‘;éfer the quéstion of the location of the
*}ﬁéadquartefs of the Union t6 the Assemﬁly of Heads of §¥ate and Government,
Tho Draftlng Comnittce was chargod with druftlng resolution conveying\%he
Conference's decision. ' a

58. The delegation of the Upper Volta explained,-and requested that it be

.- . reoorded that the decision to refer the matter to the Assembly of Heads of

State and Government did not imply that the Conference of Plenipotentiarics
intended to question the decision of the Summit or any hoétilify intended

to the Mgmber State concerned,

59 The Chairman, in closing the debate on the matter, appéaledlto those
.Member States which were interested in hosting the Headquérters of the Union
to advise the OAU General Secretariat, adding that Angola had already done soe

60. The meeting then adjourned until 10400 aeme the next day.

6ls When the debaie;oﬁ the Convention resumed, the Chairman reminded the

- Conference of-the heavy prqgrammé before it and pleaded for speed in the work.

62s The delegation of Zaire, which was the first to‘épeak, referred to the

| prévious daytgdebate and protesfed vehemently to. the Chair on the way the
decision was taken to refer the question of location of the Headquarters of
PATU to the next OAU Summite He'chgrged the‘Sédretariat with being partial

and hostile to his country as the OAU Heads of State and Government had in
Resolutioﬁ CM/hes.40l(XXIV) decided to locate the Union's Headquarters in Zairc,



He requested'that an item be plaoed—on&the"agenda of the Assembly’of Heads
' of State and»Governmont on-the matter. He .concluded.hy charging that‘tha
. OAU Secretarlat had failed to do its work, 81nce it had not provided the

Conference with 211 relevant informational materlal. The full text of the
statement is attached hereto as Attaohment V (a).

. [ \
63« In response to the statement of the delegatlon of Zaire, the’ Assistant

SeoretarybGeneral in Charge of Economic .ahd Social Affairs explained that
‘ the Secretarlat dld not take part in the debate, but did its best to agsist
the Conference by moking available to'it the information ‘which it needed to
be able to arrive at a-decision. The Secretariat aid’ not, therefore.-accept
responslblllty for the decision whlch the Conference had taken, he saidy .

He concluded by saying that, if the matter was 1nscr1bed on the agendaaof'thar

B next OAU Summit, the Secretariat would simply pley the tape on which the
-,disousaxon on Artlcle 4 was recorded, since the‘prooeedlngs of” the Conference
were belng taped. (Also see paragraph-Tl below) '

644 The,Conferenée'theﬁ moved to consider Article 5 of the Dpaft Conventions

654 Nigezyia proposed that Article 5(a) be amendea to read:

- "To malntaln and extend Afrlcan"Co-operatlon.among Menber States for

the 1mpmovement and_ratlonal use of telecommunications networks and
. services". The amendment was accepted.
- Los L, o R ’ h . ' :
66s Article 5(b).was also amendéd +to read, "To promote the standardization
~and co-ordination of tclecommunications networks among Member States of the
Union". One delegate proposed “that - parégraphs (c) and (d) of Article’ 5 be'’
reworded and combined into one paragraph. Thus, the delegation of the
Ivory Coast proposed the following amendment wHich was eccepted:

"To seeck to harmonlze tarlff structurcs betveen Member States with
' a view to the ostablishment of tarlffs compatlblo to 8°od servmces

and 1ndependent flnanclal management of telecommunlcatlons" "1':

670 _,Other subsequent peragraphs under Artiocle 5 were amended as follows:

AFRIC o o
(\Q“P\%%HIVES » o

1’\
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\,;l(g)”’Tg,hammonizq;_as~far~as~possib1e,mthehposition offMember States
- of the Union during internailional meetings affecting telecom—

" munications in accordance with OAU practice; -

(n) To publish information and research materialg.relating to telecom—

munications for the benefit of all Member States of the Union and

to encourage the exchange of information and staff between the
;admznlstratlons of the Member States., o o - /

o /(i) de take, on the request of Member Stateg, all appropriate measures

to find fundlng sources for surveys and 1mplementatlon of telecom—

‘munlcatlon projects. ‘o .

(3) Td.encou:age and assist Member States in the establishment and -

development of.telecommunications industries.

_Article 6

684 The delegate of Cape Verde proposed that Organs of the Uhlon be clﬂss1fleb
as follows:— '

(a) Permanent Organs : - (b) Non-Permanent Organs
1. The Conference of " Administrative and . .
’ Plenipotentiaries Technical Conferences

2. The Administretive Council and | - A

3 T@eﬁGeneral Secretariate

His proposal was accepted unanimously.

Article T

69, Sub~paragraph (b) of paragraph 1 of Artlcle 7 was amended to read
as follows:

"It shéll,cdnvene,in an Ordinary Session every four years. At the

-request of a Member State, subjecto the agreement of. two thirds of

Member States; the Conference shall meet in an extraordinary session'.
, ! ) ) '

‘Paragraph 2(a) was amended to reas as follows:

"Review the Converrtion if'it‘féelq this to be necessaryd

A

\



' Other paragraphs were amended to re*u as follows'

‘2Cb)

. 2(52

é(e)
2(f)

2(i)

-2(d) was deleted, while 2(g), 2(n), 2(i), 2(k), 2(1), 2(m)‘were passed

~ -
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- determlue ugeesyneral policy which the Union must -follow

in order to achieve the objectives laid down in Article 5

- of the present?Canentien; ‘

of the Unlon and determlne the celllng of 4 years budget untll

- examlne and approve the programme of act1v1t1es and the accoumts

the next Conference of Plenlpotentlarles-

.~ decide the scale of'assessment of Member.States;

~ -adopt, at ‘the’ conclusion of its sessions, a report addressed to
all Member States as well as to- the Assembly of Heads of State
‘and Government of the Organization of African Unity (OAU). - .

 without any amendment.

Article 8

T0e  The debate on Article 8 concentrated mostly on two ‘issues: eligibiliiy
of the members of the Admlnlstratlve Council for re-electlon and the size of:

.the Counci

a)

.b)

- Administrative Council

- eéfdblish‘the structure of the General Secretariat and elect:
the Secretartheneral and the &ssistant,Seoreyarquenerel of
the Union, and fix their-salaries and other conditions-of_seérvioe;. .

i

1. After 2 long debate, the Conference decided that.

The members of the Counci.l should scrve for 4 years and be eligible

for re-clection; and

The Council should consist of 13 members, distributed as followe"

among the 5 sub-regions of Africa:

‘West Africa
North Africa

 Eest M
Southern "
Central *

e

-

Lo

4 seats
2 seats

2 8z ais

. 2 seats; and

-

3 seats

~
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"Tls Before the Conferenoe took a final position on Article 8, the Chairman
1nterrupted the.debate and invited the OAU Legal Adviser to adv1se the - '
Conference ‘on the elections of the Seoretary-General and the Deputy . Score%ary—
General, On learnlng, in the course of his appearance before the Conference,
that the Conference had not completed Artlcle 4 in splte of resolution CM/Res.471
"(XXIV), the Legal Adviser advised the Conference that, since the resolution

| had been endorsed by the Assembly of Heads of State and Governmeni, it would -

be illegal and improper for the Conference not to 00mp1y with that resolutlon,’
unless the Conference had new evidence which would have led the . Assembly o
 decide differently on the matter, had that evidence ‘been presented to it. |

Article 2 B o - - | B - \:
72.~.mParagreph 7(a) of this Artlcle was deleted. N K e

Artlcle 10 e

(

T30 A new Azwlcle 10, proposed by the Ivory Coast was adopted by the Conferenceo

drticle 11 — Finonoes of the Union |

The Paragraﬁth(c).of this Article was reworded to read as follows:
"Each Member. State to pay in accordance W1th the Scale of Assessment a;proved

by the Conference of Plenlpoten iaries",. : : , i

Article 12s-7 Legal Status of the Union

75« Paragrarh 3 was amended to read."Immunities accorded in place of ope
imminities recognized. : . o . o .

= N \
\

Article 13 o Y S L

76+ * A new sentence wag added to read as follows: "Nothlng in thls Conventlon
shall. affect the rights of Member States of the Union to develop and regulate

their telecommunlcetlons networks and serV1ces“

N

Articles 14, 15i716 and 17

\

\ ~N°

T7. After a brief discussions of these Artloles, the Conferenoe accepted

their texts with minor amendmentse * ° I SR

Artlcles 18 - 27

78. Accep&ed ‘with minor amendment.

N /
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79; . The fbllbwing@neW-#ext>was~subetitutedw£or“the—originai“onee

(b) for three consecutive years fails to pay its finamcial
-obligations, ‘

“

(c) falls to respect the de01s1ons of the Conference of Plen1-<.ﬂ
‘potentlarles\whlch are binding on all Member States, -
égtiole 29 -_.Agplibaxioh~of Provisiong of the International

. Telecommunications Union (ITU)

/

80 . The text was improved to. read as follows:

(a) The Pan—African Teleoommunloat1ons Union shall aet in accordagge
with the relevant prov1s1ons of the ITU- Convaniinn -in £¢rae' -
and in particular, those articles refering to the setting up

of regional organizations,

. . . - .
(b) reference should be made to the ITU Convention and its appendices

regarding all matters not mentioned in this Convention,
The proposals were accepted.

Agenda Item No. 7 =~ _Administrativa'and‘Financial Arrangements
\
81, - A representatlve of the General Secretariat introduced the document on

thls 1tem. .

82, . The delegate from Congo proposed that the House should first of all -
oonsider the Struoture of the Secretariat — number of Departments and
personnel, etc.; This proposal was accepted after a 1engthy exohange of v1ews.‘
The Chairman set up a Commlttee headed by Cameroon to study the Structure

of the Secretariat and the draft budget prepared by the OAU Seoretariat Doc.
PATU/PL/WP/Z part I, with a view of recommending to the Sonferenoe a minimum
budget for one year,

83. The Committee proposed° L
a) An annual budget of US$7OO 000,
b) Be31des the Offlce of the Secretary-General and the A551stant

Secretary-General, the follow1ng three departments'

i) Administrative and Finance Department,,
ii) Technical Department,
iii) Technical Co-operation and Operailons Department.
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84s" Aftor &loua» deba'te,moh oonoentrated au -the fa.n.ane:,al resources
of the Um.on, ‘a consensus was reached on the, following hudgeta,ry prov1s1ons :

/ ) _ . o .
. (a) fer'firstwyeap,...g;,g%,...;...}Aaog.. US$300 000

(b) for seoond, yeartoopoocopo..oonoocn.. 500 OOO
(Q) for third year ®tsvcnreetcvsoencsess 600’000
(d) for fourth year ;..'...cvoa...-..... 800'000

Items 8 & 9 = Eleotion of the Seorctary-Gemeral snd N
: " the Assn.stan‘t Seoreta.ry—Genera,l . T

i

85 The de_legate of Rwanda sta.ted that he could net see thg pragtioability
of having the elections at this stage, as the Convention has npt been si@ed. »

He a.dded that if eleotions took place, his delega:b:.on would req;.est the Chalr ‘
to reopen certain issues on wluch the Conference had taken deaisions espegially
the queefugn ’oij 100@_,1::;011 of the Seat of the Union, which the Conference had
deoid.ed’ to. refer to the next ‘OAUesummi‘b.

86. . The delegate of Cameroon observed that there was no‘c suffz.c),ent evidencn

in legal terms that the Convention had been adopted or sigmed. He auggested,
therefore, that deoisions on these two items on the agenda be postponcd until
after the Summit will have taken a decision on the Secat of the Union, The
position of Cameroon was supportod by many. other delegations. o

87 The d.elegate of. Ghana., however, dlsagreed with this posrl:lon, argulng
tha.t the OAU Ohu“ber did not mention the Seat of the Orgamzatlon. He made

reference to other orga.nlzatlons, like the UN a.nd OCAM, which have s:.mlwly
not referred to their Seat in 'bhe:l.r oharters.

88. Zambia, Iaberla, Libya and Les:otho supported Ghana and demanded thab

i

" eleotions proceed..

. 89. ’I'he\bonferenoe,‘“hbwé\}er, é.cdepted a compromise proposal by the Chairman,
that a resolution be passed req-uestingﬁ that the Conference re~convene within
eix months after the 14th Ordinary Session of the OAU Assembly ef Heads of
State and Government for the purpose of qompleting its worke - In the circums—
tances, the Chairman further suggested and. the Conference agreedy that elections
of the Secxjet'ary-Gexieral and the Deputy Secretary-Geneial« would be postponed -
to the resumed prooeedings of the Conference. .



" PATU/PL/Rapt .Rpt . :,
‘ page 17 : P

90, The_Conferenoe.nnammously__agreed,—to,_defer :l:hJ.s item to its reszmed
sess],on, as agreed ‘at paragraph 89.. above. Nevertheless, the follnm.ng
anatmns—werefrecelved - ‘ :

- T . - e o N

Southern Africa ~ e le Botswana. .
. T ' ' 2,‘ Lesotho
! East- Africa ) ', : M e . 1, ~Kenya.
' 2+ BEthiopia,
/ L . .",. ' :
West Africa . : " - ._ l. Nigeria

2.1 Cape-Verde(
S ! "+, - 3s Ivory Coast
st S o ‘ 4. Algeria
Exoept for the North-African nom:.nees, all other ca.ndldates were
unam.mously propoeed. by 'the sub—reglons oon.oern.ed. E

’

. 91, The delegate of Ethiopia suggested that the Conference af Plenipoten'-,
_ tiaries should establish a Credential's Committee to examine all the oreden-
‘_tia,ls whether the;y a.re valid and report ba.ck to the Conferenoe of Plenipoten-
tla.rles. 'I'hough many delegates supported the. suggest:.on, the Gonferenoe

took no def:.m.te deo:.s:.on on it.

- 92, The Con.ferenoe then requested the Drafting Conum.‘t'bee to draft a resolutlon

covering the following points of consenSus. |

a) that’ 'the Gonference had dec1ded to establlsh the Pan-Afr:l.oan

Telecomuxncat:.ons Union,
b) that the Conven‘blon should be initialled by all the dclegates, and,

o) 'bha./t the Administrative Secretary-General of the OAU should . .
. vec;'nvene a Conference of Plenipotenfieriee‘within six months after
‘ the Fourteenth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State |
and Government, by whs,ch 'E:Lme the Assembly would have g:.ven guidance
on the quest:.ons of Jche Seat of -the Union. |

93. The delegatlon of Za.lre made a statement announc:.ng the mthdrawal

of Zaire 's camh.dacy for ‘che Seat of the Union, as well as a resolution

they had proposed oh the matter a.nd the request that 'bhe matter be n.nscr:.bed ‘
" on the Agenaa of the 14th OAU Summ:n.t. S ~
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94, '~ In response, varjous-delegations exnressed the view that it was

‘ not up to the Conference to accept or reject the withdrawal of Zaire's

R T T
candidaocy. R WL ,
. I R S i
- Ll Lo Lo L

- 4 .
Y B )
N N .

A95; 4% the request -of. the. delega:h:wn of. Laa.re,qts statement is at‘ka.ohed

hereto-in 1ts-entirety as .Attachment V (b).

i

96. e Conferenoe then went on 't;o disouss a draft resolu'blon on the '

Sea:b of the Union whereby the matter was referred to the Counoa.l of Hinisters .
of ‘the OAU taking into account resolution CM/Res.zml(XXIV), The Conference
adopted the resolution unam.mously.‘ ”h:a delega:b:.on of Zaire entered 11;5

reservatmon on this resolutn.on.
REPORT OF THE COORDINA”ING COMMITTED ON PANAFTEL' o \

;

7. The Conference then received a progress report of the Co-ordmat:.ng

1

s

(%%mmtte Ott the an--Afrlcan Teleconnnunloatlons Network (PANAFTEL). .
Coe

i T [

98, The representatlve of JITU requested all delegates to provide 'khe ITU

with any obgénvatmns on: the report in order to up-~date the- annexes oonta:.mng '
" the various stages of the implementation and f:.nancmg of ‘che proaeot.

A

99. . The Conferenoe noted the report and then adjourned for the d.ay.'

100,  The Conference resumed its Session on 20 May 1977, at 11.30 a.ms’
It had before it two draft resolutions: T

.a) Resolution on the Convention and the Rules of Procedure

of the Pan—African Telecommunications Union, and
b) Motion of thanks.

101. Minor amendments were made on the two resolutions, after which they .
were adopted unanimously.

102. Ti;e Conference. then‘a,djourned to resume its work in the afternoon.

i

CLOSING SESSION

103, In closing the brooeedings of this part of the Conference's’ Session,
the Chairman made a statement in whioh he assessed the Conference ts achieve—

ments. AFRICA

«@“xzmves

REFERE “a
ON DE L' “ﬁ
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RESOLUTIONS

104. The -msolutim.adomed—‘by-{he‘poufggmg ot-»henjzpotautig,ries
are presented hgreuz;der:
\ A

'PATU/PL/Res,1
PATQ/PL/Res.z

AmmmcHMEwrs

1054 'I'he following .are attachod te this repo:rt. :

I. The Agenda of the Conference
II. Rules of Prooedure of the Conferenge of

‘Plempotentlar:.es

III; Convention of the Pan—AfrJ.oa.n Tele.oomnumeat:l.ons Union

IVs Opehing vaddresses by the Minister of Transpart and Gommmxoat#ms‘
of Socialist BEthiopia, Administrative Seeretary-General of 0QAU,
':Deputy Executive Secr'e'ﬁary of ECA, and Seoretary-Geseral of- ITU.

. Ve Statements by the Republic of Zaire.
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