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--·-~-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE P .AN AFRICAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION 
' \ . 

~~ /I •• 

(PATU) 
( 

1. In conformity with Resolution CM/Res.404(xXIV) by which th~ ~uneil 

of Minis~ers decided·th~ Pan-African Telecommunipations Uriion be establ~shed, 
' ' ' ' ' 

. ... ..· 

~· "tlie·-'~neraj.·· ... s~o~etaria.t convened and. serviced a Confe~e'lce of PleniPo-tentia.rj.es 
~ ' • I , ' > j 

··.in !Jidis llQaba ·from --9~ .... 20 May 1977" R~solution CM/~es.404(~y) is· ~tt~hed 
to· this. report as .Al.mex .. r. 

.•, . 

. ". ·::2:~.: Prior to the Conference o·f Plenipotentiaries; two ·meetings had taken 

.. :;·"i>raoe ~hioh had direct r~levarice to the establishment nf ·the ·Pan-Arrt9an 

Te.leoo~miieations Union. These were the Second Conference of '.African Telecom­

munications Ad.ministrations and the Steering Committee on the-Establishment of 

the Pan-Afri~an Telecommunioations Union • . ·. 

3• The Second Conference· of· Afri~an Telecomrm,µri.e~tions .Administrations was 

held in Kinshasa from 3 - 16 December 1975• It was organize~ under the auspiee_s 

·· ef the Coordinating Committee· for the Implementation .of. the PANAF'rEL (OAU, ITU;· 
I • '"'' 

ECA, ADB)~· The Kinshasa Conference, inter alia., considered the establishment 
' 

of-the Pan~~~~an·Teleoommunications Union~ The C~nferenoe had before it an 

OAU/E
1

CA Draft Constitution of the Pari-µ'rican. Tele~ommuni.cat~ons Uni~~ and ~ther 
. proposal's on t'he institution to be establisfied •. 

I', I . ,, 

·~·~.. .. ~h_e ~nshas~. Conference'· after considering the question in-depth, deeided 

·to~ aoc~pt ·the. ~eci.sion of the,. Couri~il ~ontai11ed in resolutio~ CM/Res.~404(XXIV} 
to establish the :?an-.A:rrican Telecommunicat

1

ions. Union. To that end, ·the 

Conference set upa Steeririg·Committee 1. composed of Guinea (Chairnian},Keeya 

(vice-ch.airman), Algeria, Botswana, Congo, Ghana, Morocco, Central African 

Empire and Zaire (Secretary} in order ·to study.all aspects of the operations of 

~he Union and report to. the Conference of Plenipotentiaries~· 
M .. • •• ' 

' ~ ~ 

5.• The Steering Committee met in Addis Ababa from 9 to 20 Augtist 1976. 
The. Committee ;had·. before i:t numerous ~orking. dociunents including. OAUfECA . 

ri~_aft donsti tution f~r ~ATU, ~~~posal.s and comments from Member States of the 

OAU, other Co:qye~t.ions of sim~lar_ in~titutions and Resol11t.ion ·cM/Res.40l(XXIV) 

whiph is attach~d.~erewith as ~rie:X: II. After re~Gwing all the working documents, 

th~ C~mmitt~e decided .to adopt ~-~~ ·Q.AU/EC-A- nr'a.ft Conshtuti·on fo~~the Pan-African 
' .. , ~ j ' ' : 

Telecommunications Union as tb~·basio working paper and proceeded .to elaborate 

a Draft Convention for PATCI• 

..... :. 
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6. ·· · ...... At·:~the ehd..of~··its:::wor14-th'e...:Steering-·Gomuiittee: 'adopt.ed a Draft · 
·. . . 

Conventi.oti-··o-f-·-the Pan-African Te·le"co~unications ·Union Whdch was s'Ubse~ntl.y 
. . ' ' . . 

sent to all Member S'tates of the OAU. It then drevt up a provision.al· agenda. ~ 
' .) i . . . 

-'· · ., .··s(n · t!he .date for. tho donference of·.Pienipotentiaries.-: .: .·: 
:·}:··.,.:· ·.: ._,, ...... . -' .. : ~. . ' 

, .. 
,•.:··· ...... 

..._ .. :'"°7{ '.The{sc 'two incet.ings·:, :thtts, led up to -.'.the Conference. of<-·Pl_enip()t~ntiaries 

~·~ which took pla.c•e in ·Ad.dis Ababa, 9 .c·o: 20 No.y 19~7 ·~" .·Thirty-oightP, Member 

Stat ea of the OAU particip1J.tod· in the Conference. , .·. · ... , ·:. 

»,. 8.-. · . The Report. of the Rapporteur r.lf the._ Conference of Plenipotentiaries is 
~ ' . , . . . .. . .. : . ' ' .. ,.. . •' ' 

· at~t.aohed to this :t:iE?por.i" as Annex III.· Appended to the Rapport~~~ s ~eport a.re 
" ' ~I , J *" 0 • I I •• .. ' 

0 

•• t •• the following: 
. ~ '. ' . ,,-. 

••• 1 

• ',l 

:I• The Agenda of the Conf erenoe .. ; . .. 
,•} . '"! 

II. Rules of Procedure of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries 

In. ·Convention of the Pan-African Telecomnruni9ations Union 
. • I ·rv. Opening Mares_ses · . ' :: .. 

V~ Statements of· the Republic of Zaire 

4. ,. •"'" .. •,, .. :.... • . . 

· .•.. 
9. The· Convention of the·· Pan-African .. Teleoommunioa~~o~s- U~ion was signed . 

·or· ·ini ti,alle·d ·by. the Plenipotentiaries re.presenting. the following Merpb~r 1States 

of the OAU: .ilgoria,Angola,. Benin,: Botswana., Camero:un, Cape Verde,· Ce:r:itral 
' ' I . . •. 

. 4frica.n Empire·, Chad, Congo, .F.gypt, Ethiopia, Ga.bori, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, 

. ~nea, .. Ivory Co~st; Ke~a, Le~oth~ ," Llbcria," Libya, Madagascar, Ma~i tania., 
. ~ ' . . . . . . .. 

~~o~am~ique., Niger, .Nigeria,, Senegal, Sierra Le~ne, Swaziland, Tarizo.nia, Togo, 
•.-'"· • •1 : , • • • 

Ugapda., Upper Vol ta, Zambia·. ...... .. . ,. 

. . . . 
\OBSERVATIONS. 

IO. . I~ is to be noted that the qliestion .of the Seat of t°lie Uniort'~becarne a 

controversial is~ll;e i~ spite.of res~luti~n CM/Res.4.0l(XX:IV)~ while'the General 

Secretariat spared no effort to uphold this reso'lution .both during the preliminary ... '. ( , . : '; : . ".... . ' ; . . . ' . . 
,meetings and at the Conference ·of Plenipotentiaries, the iss'ue became, the subject . 

. of . ~. res-~lut""li.~n ~·~pte'd .by the Conferen~e: o':t Pl~n:i.p~tentiarie-~. In view of the 

.· .. sensiti.v~:ness. o( the·'~~tt'~r. aiid the. a.·e~ision made :by the Conference~·'·the Conference 

. ~~-qu~sted its c4air~an-~ H.E. Mr. Emmu.nuei Tabi ·,EGBE, Mini~ter ·of State in charge 

. of. Pq~ts __ a.nd ~eleo?~oations" (~aineroun) to ¢ese~t the ·resoiuti0n personally 

to the Co~oil of ~1inisters of the o.Au. · ·. · ·. . 
. -· . ( " ·' i.'"" :· r .. · -.~· .... • . : "' , •.. 

'•,; .,. 

... 
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11. It is to be noted further that a second resolution adopted by the 

·-Canferenoe-o-r-Pl'eni.potenti.a:tles'-request-ed. the -Ad.rninistrati Ve-- Secretary-Genera.l 

of the OAU to re-Convene the Conference within six months after the current ', 

OAU Summit. It is es·t~mated that the meeting would last seven days. 

I 

·-- 12. . The Administrative~Secretary-General would, therefore, need to be 

grant~d-.au:thority to convene the Confere~ce of Plenipotentiaries. Accordingl~, 

the C?uncil may w1sh to instruct the Ad.viso;y Committee on Financial and Badgeta.ry 

Matters to authorize the Administrative Secret~y-General to incur the a.mount 

requi7ed to convene the Conference. 



.... 

P1~TU/PL/Res.l(I) .. -·, -) . 

RESOLUTION OM THE SEAT OF THE PAN-AFRICAN TELECOM-

MUNICATIONS UNION 

The Conference of Plenipoten~-iarie·s. of the Pan-African Telecommunications . 

Union meeting .. in Addis Ababa, -Ethiopia, from 9 - 2~ .May ,1977, .. 

Taki:gg note of Resol,1;1tion mVRes.401(xxrv) of the' Council of Ministers 

of the O~ganizatio.n of Africa~ Unity (Addis Ababa, February 1975) deciding 

to· set up the h~~dquarters of ~the Pan-African Telecommunications Union at 

Kinshasa, Zaire, which resolution was end~rsed by t.he Twelfth Session.of the 

Assembly of Heads of State and Government in July 1975 at Kampala; 

Mindful that the said decision was· made before the creation of the 

Pan-Jifrican Telecomm~ication Union, the task on which we are at present 

, engaged, 

Having regard to the controversy aroused by the question of the ·Seat 

of the Union as evidenc~d by the statements of Member States at this meeting . 

and as spelt out .by the Report of the Steering Committee on the establishment 
. I 

of the Pan~Afrioan Telecommunications Union, 

Considering that the Steering Committee on the establishment of the 

Pan-African Telecommunications Union has referred.the question of the Seat 

of the Union to this Conference for consideration, 

Aware that some other Member ~tates have offered facilities for the 

Scat of the Union, 

: .r ••• 
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' . 

C~nvi~c~d~ 'of "the need to ensure ail amicable and ~coeptablc 
settlement of. the controversy regarding the Seat of the Union among 

Member S~ates, 

·-·\ 

1. DOES HEREBY resolve to.refer ~his.matte~ to the riext session 

of the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African 

_Unity for review; 

· 2. · R.t!.";QUESTS '·the· Chairman· of the Conference to present tho 
I 

resolution personally to. the Tw:en"!;y-Ninth Ordinary Session · 
• • . l • ' . 

of the. Council of Ministers of th~ _Organization of African Unity • 

. . ; ,'~. ,., : · . .' 

____ ., 

• 

··~ 
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SPECIAL RESOLUTION ON1'IHE CONVENTION . / 

AND ON THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE CONFERENC.E OF PLENIPOTENTIARIES 

ON THE PAN-AFRICAN TELECm@IUNICA'l1IONS UNION 

The Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Pan-African Telecommunications 

Union, meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia f~or.1 9-20 I.Iay 1977, 

Having elaborated the Convention and -the Rules of Procedure of the· 

Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the· Pan-African Telecqw.munications Vnion; 

Mindful that the .said.Conve.n~io~ apd .Rules of Procedure are to be sub­

mitted to the Council of Ministers and the Assembly of Heads of State and 

Government of the Organization of African Unity; , 

1. DECIDES: : 

a) to adopt the Convention and the Rules of Procedure of the 

Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Pan-African Telecom­

munica ti.ons Union; 

. b) that the said Convention be ini tiall.ed. by. ail -the liiember States 

present at the Conference; 

2. REQUES~ the Chairman of the Conference to present'·.-the Convehtion 

and the Rules of Procedure to the 29th Session of the Council of 

Ministers of the Organization of Af,rican Unity; 

3. RECOMMENDS that the Conference of Plenipotentiaries be re­

co~vened by the Administrative Secretary-General of the OAU 

within six months after1 the. 14th Session of the Assembly of 

Heads. of State. and Goyernment, in order to complete the establishment o~ 

·the Pan-i.1.frican Tclecor.xnmications Union. 
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.b..nnc;r I 
\ CM/~~e.40\(XX!V). 

; " 

'I'he Council cf 1 .. dnicters cf tho Cre;nnizntion of Lfricun Unity, 

.meet ins in ·its i'v-rcnty-~"ourt::i Cr:iiLl-:=.ry ;Jenni en in J.~dais Lbnbe.. from 

13 to ~l February 1975, 

3~ving considered the report of the kd~iniatrative 3ccretary­

Generaf an. ?resented in docu::-a1ent Ci·V638(XXr{), 

No tine 

act~vities, 

report of the Co-ordinatinG Cora~jttee on its 

Encouraged by the pro~reaa ~ade in the irnpleoentntion of the 

Fan-Lfric~n r.relecm~:i!Unications l'·!etHork, 

L.ware of tho need for ~.c:.1tim1eci co-opero::.~ion cf ~e:r.tber 3tateo 

wi tl1 the Co-ortlir:1e.tL:1G Co:Jnittee for the !12~r~:wnious development cf 

I 

~indful of the ~esir~bility cf 2 ;ormanent ~achinery for 

consultations amen~ Lfrican ~i~tea to Gnsure an' ord0rly tlevelop3€nt 
" 

and qp~~etion of recion~l tel~co~~unications services, 

Nothing. further the 6raft conatitution for a Fan-Lfric~n 

Telecom:Tiunications Union as such a ~?er::Janeut :7:'!:-.chinery, 

on the rc~<:rt on t!1e i:;;1plc;ncntution cf· t:·rn Fan-Lfrican 

':ielecrn.:E7!tmic~tions .1·1etwork; 
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, I 

• V>~ __ na.ge 2 
~.J..alO.A. •I , 

r::>~0s GM/Res•4o4(xpv) 

2~ DECIDES ·t6 for.war.d to the· . .Asse~bl~".qf .Heads of 

Sttite· .. piid· _G9ve:rnme~t for .their. consideration the 

report·of the Co-ordinati~g·Cpmmittee on ·its 

activities; 

3 •. : WELCOMES the progress so far ac4.ieved in the 
I 

i'mplementation of 
1
the Pan-African Telecommunications 

Network; 

4. URGES all Member S"iates.tq give.maximum co~peration 
I ' 

to the Co-ordinating Committee to ensure a harmonious 
( \ 

develop~ent~··of the N~~wbrlq. ·.: ,- .< .. : ·' 
.· 

5. .APPROVES the establishment of the proposed Pan­

~U'rican Teleoommunioations Ynion; 

.... 
6. INvITES .the .Admin~strative Secretary-General of the 

I 

OAU to conv.ene before the· e'nd of ,1975 the .constituent 
.. 

conference ·Of the ·Pan-~li'rican·T~lecommunica~ions Union; 

... ' I .. 

RE.QUESTS the Ad.minis~rati ve Secretary-General to 
. I r ·: . . 

·report t~>, 'th~ Qounci~ .of'. Ministers on the future 
,. . '~ ,. .. 

progress •f 'the Implementation of the Pan-African 
. \ ~ 

Telecommunications Network and the establishment of 

the Pari~African Telecommunications Union. 

**** 
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CM/Res.401(XXIV) 

Resolution on the Head9ua..rt~rs of. the PAN-African 

Telecommunications Union 

\ l" ' 
1' 

The Council of M!nisters of the Organization of African 

Urii ty. · meeti~~ '.in .~·i is ···~4 tb · Ordinary"Sessii6~{·:in t~cidis Abab~; 
·Ethiopia from 13 to· 21 February i975; 

Having heard· -the·. statement made by the representative 

of the "R;epubli·c: of Zai:re ;4''. 

Taking note 9f .. ~~e fa~ili ties ap.d privileges which the 

Republic of Zaire will accord and its willingness to contribute 

to the development ot Pan-African telecoimnunicat-ions system; 

1. DECIDlDS that --the Hea.dqua.rtt?rs of the Pa.n-l&.frican 
. . 

Teleccmmunications Union be based in Kinshas.a, 

2. · WJUlML! congratulates the· Executive Council of 

Zaire for its co-operation and for the facilities 
.1 

offeted in regard to the establishment of the 

Pan-African Telecommun~cations Union in Kinshasa • 
.... 

• 1 
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REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR OF.THE CONFERENCE OF 

PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF ·I'HE P.ANAFRICAN 
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RAPPORTEUR'S REPORT 

I • . OPENING CEREMOHY. 

1. The Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the P~n-African·Telecommunications 

Union took pla.ct'l in Addis Ababa from 9 20 Wiay 1977. 

2. ~ The inaugural session of the Conference was held /in th~ afternoon of · 
I 

9 May 1977. The Adininistrative ?ecretary-Gencral of the OAU, H.E. Mr. William 

Eteki Mboumoua conducted the Ceremonial Opening. 

3. , T~c follo~ing Co'l;llltries an~ organiz~tions att~nded the Co~ference: 

Algeria, ~Angola, Be~n, ~ot~wano., J;3urundi"' Camero'lin, Q_<ip(3· V~rdc, · ~entr<?l 
African Empir~, ,c~ad,.C,ongo, Egypt, .Equa.t9rial Gui:i;1.ca, Ethiopia, ~ban, Ghana, 

Guinea-Bissau; Guinea, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia;, Libya,. Madagascar, . 

Mauritania, ·:Mauriti\ls, Mo!?iambiquc, Nigbr, Hige),:'ia, Rwc..nda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 

Swaziland, Tanzania7 Togo, Uganda, Upper Volta, Zaire, Zambia • 

•l 

4. , Serviced by the General. Secretariat of the OrganizatiOn of African Unity, 
. . . . . , I . 

the Conference was also attended by the International Telecommunic~tions·Union 

(ITU) and. the UN Economic Commission for Africa (~A). · · 

5. H.E. A~o Yusuf ~ed, Minister of· Transport and Cornrnunicatfons ·delivered· 
) 

the opening statement. · Ononing statemt::nts ~Ior6 a.lso r.ici.dc by H.E. :tlr. ~Jillic..m 
. ' ' ' ' \ . . .. . . 

E-l:;cki 1Thoumoun, .Ac1""Jiniotr[',.ti ve Sccr\.!tary.:Gc;ncrc..l of ,the OAU end Hr-~ Dn.vid G:-:.11'.:'..0 r 

Deputy &;ocutiv'd· 'Bocretn.ry or' t'ho E·C~l.. i'ho· ·run tli:-.."iis of those skd~ementn a.re 

attached to tnfo roport as .::i.tttJ.chI~onts IV(a), (b) ,CJld ( c) raop~cti voly. 

6. 
( 

/O~ behalf of the Plenipatont-iaries, the Heads ~f Delegations of Libya, 

Nigeria, and the C.entral African Empire. mad9 statements _in response to the 

statements made· by the Minister of Ethiopia, thG. Administrative Secretary-Gen0ral 

of OAU and Deputy_Ex:ecutive Secretary of ECA. 
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II• ;mLECTION OF THE BUREAU 

· 7. Follo~ing tbe Ceremonial Opening, the Conference elected the Bureau 
, I 

of .tho Conference, compos·cd of the following members: . .'.· 

• ·.~ -~ ~ •• 1 :: '.: .... : • • 
' . 

Chairman: Came~on 
- . 

Vice-Chairmen: 1. .Algeria 

2. Niger ... 
3 • Kenya 

.... . . . ·' 
RapPorteur: 

, I 

Botswana 

8.. The meeting then adjourned for the day. 

III• ADOPI1ION OF THE AGENDA . 

9. Th~ Conference rcstun~d its work on 10 May 1977 at 10.00 a.m. At 
. ' . ' . . 

t'he· opetµ.ilg of the f?ession, the Chairman informed the. m~etine. of the. arrival 
. . . .. . . . . ... 

o.f ·Mr. Moh?-med Mili, Seoretary-Gen~ral of .the ITU and called upan him to deliver 
. . .. ~ . 

h.is statement. ·The full text of the statement is attached to this report. a.s 

Attaohrnent IV ·(d). 

lOo The. Chairman then called upon the Conference to consider a.~cl a~opt the 

provisional agenda. Tho provisional. agenda, containing_21 items, ~as unanimously 
. . 

adopted. The agenda is attached to this report as Attaohracnt I. 

. . 
IV• ORGANISATION OJP THE WORK Qli1 THE CONFE~~~ 

I 
· 11. ····The Conference decided to adopt the follo~rl'ng~working hours: 

Morni'ngs: 
' 

Afternoons: 

10.0.0 a.m. 

3.30 p.m~ · 

i.oo p.m. 

6.30 p.m •. 

12.. The Conferenc9 then electe~ a ten-m~mber Drafting Committee, compaeed 
' . 

as follows: Nigeria, Upper Volta., Lesot~o., Mozambique, Central Afr~cc:;n Empire, 

Congo, Uganda, Ethi.opia, ·Egypt an~· ~ibya~ Th.e :Rapporteur was to ch~ir all the 

meotings of the Dra~ing Committee. 
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V. ITEM 5 DRAFT RULr:JS OF PROCEDURE 

13, The Conference then took up agenda item (5) dealing with the Draft 

Rules of Procedure of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Pan-African 

·· · Teleoommunicationa Union. 

14• The Draft Rules" of Procedure of the Plenipotentiary Conference 

. of the Pan-African Telecommuni~atioris Union h~d embodied 38 Rules under 

various headings. In o.o~idering these Rules, the· Conference made V?-rious 

amendments and decisions, notably: 

\.. 

a} Throughout the Document the terminology "Conference of Pleni­

potentiaries" should be used. inston.d of "Plenipot.enti~ey'.. Conference"• 

b) 
~ . 

The terminology 11M:l.nist~rs responsible_ for Gommunicationsti was 

amended to· read "Ministers responsible for Telecommunications" 

·wherever it appears. 

c) · Rule· 2 of the draft dealing with the results of the deliberation 

of, the Conference of Plenipotentiaries was. deleted in vi.cw« of the 

fact that PATU,being a. Specialized Agency .of the OAU,would.natura.lly 

use the normal cha~~ls to m~ke kno~m its decisions to the policy­

making bodies of the OAU. . . 

d) Di·~ous~:ions on ~u~~~. 6 __ a!1d 7 dealing with th~ Sessio~of. the~ 
Conference of Plenipotentiaries. was stispended until·the Convention 

wa.s adopted in view of the fact that the provisions of these rules would 

reflect the adoption of the relevant part of the Convention on tho 

Sessions of PATU. 
., . 

o) In l?ule 9, dca.ling with working languages, the Conference ado¢.cd 

tho usages of the working lang\.iages of the OAU.· · 

f) ·'In .Rule. 16, dealing w~ th tho agendat the Confe.rence deo;ided that the 

agenda should be oiroulated.60 d~ys instead of. 30 days, before the 
. ' 

-open~ng of ordinary ·session. 
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'1 

g) . In Rule 17, it was decided to add.additional points on the 

basis of Rules 16 and 17 of the Rules of Proc~dure of the 

Council of Ministers· of the OAU. 

'h) With regard to Rule 37, it was adopted with the P:rovisio.n that• 
. . '\ . 

it would be re-examined in relation to te9hnical bodies provided 

for in the _Convention. 
~ • • J' : •• : ', ;. 

.i .•. ' 
U • ' I '~: t ' . ·,\ 

15a All the other Rules were adopted· with minor amendments. The Confe.rence · 

the~. decided to adopt the Rules as a whole when the ·convention had been 

adopted in view.of those Rules that were held over for consideration. 

16 •·· The meetirig then proceeded to consider the R~pori! of the Steering 
/ 

Committee. Accordingly, the. Chairman gave .th9 floor to the Chairman of the 

Steering Committee, Mr. Bobo Camara of Guinea, the Chairman of the Steering 

Committee then· introduced in extenso the activities which the Steering Comm~ttee 

had :underta.+cen in prepari·ng the Draft Convention of PATU on the basis of the 
/ . 

draft prepared by OAU ci1~d ECA as well as other relevant information. 

-17 • t. The Chairman thanked the r.iembers of the Steering . Committee for the 

work well done • 

. ( 

· 18. The Meeting was then adjourned until 10.00 a.m.· on 12, Hay 1977 • 

VI~ CONSIDERATION .l':.IID AIDPTION OF THE CONVE!~TION OF THE 
PAN-AFRICAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS tnITON PATtf sc.2 I Rev.l) 

~GENDA ITEM N0.6 

. 19. Opening the debate on this item, the Chairman stressed the importance 

of the Draft Convention. 
..... ~ 

He WGnt on to call on the Conference.to avoid time-
. . 

consuming tactics and pleaded for pertinent obscrvations'only, to save time • 

' \ 

20. .A delegate from Senegal reaffir~ed the Chairman's word~ by adding that 

hi
1

s delegatio.n attached gre~t importance to the establishment of the ?"nion. 

He however pointed out that telecommunication activities were closely' related 
,,,,. ,. I - • 

to postal services. In most African countrie~ both telo~ommunications. ahd 

postal services were placed Ul1.der one ministry for ·proper co-ordination of 
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.communication ~c.tivities, he _added. He therefore suggested to the Conference 

that ~t would be much wise to amalgamate.the.two services in a union taking 

into consideration existing schedules 6n'the Continent. He concluded by 

saying that such ~se move would have a little .!ld.vers\3 effect 9n oUr alren.dy 

aho.ttered economies as Member ~tatcs hn.vc. -to contribute to the budget after all. 

i •• ( 

~1, · The 1 d~legate of Ghana. re~inded the Conference that, there already existed 
; 

i~ Africa ~n African Postal Union responsible for postal harmonization on the 
. ' 

Continent. 

2~. At this juncture, the Secrctari§l-t informed the Conference that the 1 

.. 

Secretariat of t~e African Postal Union had in f~ct already communicated t6 the 

OAU its desire to become a specialized agency of the OAU in tho field of 

Postal Services. 

23. The delega.t~ of Nigeria introduced a 'somehow• compromised_ proposal • 
. , 

He suggested that, though his delega~ion fully supported the creation of the 

Pen-African Telecommunications Union:, it· woulc.l however like to see ·that the, 

two African Postal UniOns presently in existe11cc should:come together to form 

a greater unio~ in the fi~ld of postal services. He ended by mc:-lcing r~fercnce.· 
I 

to ITU "and· UPU, w~iCh exi'st ·as separate entities in their respective domains. 

24. The delegate of Guinea made it clear that his delegation was not in 

principle against Se~egal's proposal, but that t~e 'marriage' was in fact 

not appr9priate. ··He added that telecommunications and· postal services were 

not t~e same and did not ~rform the same services. He made references to 

AFCAC, an OAU specialized agency iri the fielcl of Civil. Aviation, and the UAR, 

an OAU specializ~d agency in the field of railroad ser_vices as w~ll as URTNA 

and the Arab Telecommunications Union. He ended by calling the Conference's 
I 

attention to Article 20 of the Convention,which outlined'the relationship 

between PATU and other related international agencies. 

/ 

25. The Minister from the Central African.Empire informed the Assembly thet 

his Government had regretfully recalled him, though he intended'to :pa.rtici~te 

fll:lly in the debate before 1his departure on 15/5/77 duo to the importance of 

the item under discussion •. He supported Senegal's proposal that only one Union 
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• ~1 should be oreat-ed to oater for the needs of ·telc<?omtmmioat~ons and pcstal 

services. He .~her recrq.ested that the full.text of his speech should 

. be included in tho· ropcrt. 

26.. The delegate of ~il?ya made it clear thp,~,._the Con~erencc 1 ,shoul9- under­

stand. that telecomIDunications and postnl services wei-e'quite differ~nt, r-1.nd 
' . ' 

'that.· any· attempt t·o, plend ~hem to"gether into p, Union would mu.k:e ·their services 
' ' •' 1 , , •I • , 

1
,1, l. 

ineffective. Hi~ doleg~tion t~erefore supported .wholc~heartedly the e~tablish-
- '· 

ment of a telecommunicationsunion as n. sepc.,rote entity a-t cill costs. 

/ 27. The dciegate of Lesotho, while commend~ng Senegal for its wise proposal, 

added that such a .proposal came too late.· Taking into aooourit the amount 
! • . • \ 

-of groundwork already accomplished, he did not ·hhink it feasible to go be .. ck 

"and· draft a new Convention and start negotiating all over again. In fact this 

would mean that delegates had to go back to th9ir various 'countries to, receive 

, J new mandates ·from their res.pcotive Governplents, he contended. He concluded 

. by saying that perhaps at the end of the Conference a resolution should be, 

passed to take. into account proposals made by S~negal ahd seconded by the 

Central African ~pi~e. 

· 28.- The. Congolese (ielegate said that his delegation firmly bel'ievcd in the 

speeding up of devel~pmcnt of.the Contincnt·-but tho~ght tha.t Senegal's 

proposal was approprietc. He, therefore, supp'?rted: th~ proposal. made by 

Senegal and ·seconded by tho Central African Empire. He requested that 

that prop0sal be recorded in the summary records of the Conf~renoe. 

29. At this juncture, the Ch~drmnn declared thut it looked as if the consensus 

was in favour of the creation of tho Union as n separate entity and suggested 
' ' I, ' 

that the house move to examine the Draft Con,ronti~n. 

. . 
30. The del~gate. o1 Upper Volta protested and expressed regret at the quick 

. ' 

deois~on which the Chairman hns ta.ken. 'Ho said his delegation fully supported 

Senegal's proposal both in terms of savings and efficiency. 

31. The delegate of Botswana moved that the hou~e should_movo straight to 

t~e examination of the Draft Convention since the·Chairrnan had already closed 

·the debate. 
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.32. The delegate of Ivory Coast sc:.id he was .no~ in favo~ of the proposal 

made by Botswana, as most delegates had not been given the chance.by the· 

Chair to express their opinions. 

33. . At this juncture, the Chairman suggested that the house should vote 

ori Botswana's proposal, "Tp.at the Conference proceed to the examination of the ' . 

Dre.ft Convent ion". 

In favour 

Against 

25 
10 

34, The Conference thus decided.to proceed to the exami~ation of the Draft 

Convention, and immcdin,t ely took up the Preamble. 

35. The delegdte of Senegal made it clear that his delegation was· in no we .. y 

against the di~cussion of the Conventio~, and requested 'that his position be 
recorded. . 

36. .The delegation of Lesotho propose4·that the substance .should be examined 

first, and then: the editorial details. 

37. · On the preamble,. the delegate of Guinea propo~ed the following amendment: 

"CQiqSIDERING THE URGENT NEED Tb DECOLONIZE T""JELECOMMIDITCATIONS 

NETWORK". 

38. ·The delegation of Gabon in its turn proposed the following pre~bular 

paragraph: 

"MINDFUL QI11 _EXISTING PRINCIPLES OF THE ITU" 
~ . 

39• . The. delegation of Ivory Coa;st proposed ·an amendment to Guinea's 

amendment, tq make 'it read as follows: 

1 

"~ONSIDERING THE URGENT NEED TO DECLqLONIZE. TELJroOMMUNICATIONS· 
IN AFRICA". 

\ 

40• 1 The Chairman then put to the vote Guinea's amendment, as amended by the 

Ivory Coast, with the following results: 

In favour 

Against 

Abstentions 

-I 
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41• The Chairman then put to the vote the proposal of Gaba~ with ·the 

following,resu~ts: 

'In favour 
. ! • 

".Agai.~st 
· 'Abstention 

Gabon's proposal was thus rejected. 

12 

18 

5 
I . 

42. After several amendments and proposals, the Conference deci~ed that· the 

preamble should counclude with' . UHEREBY AGREES AS FOLLOWS". 

43. On Article ·4, providine- for the .·Seat o~ the Union, the Sccretn.riat 

drew the att~ntion of the Conference t~ two relevant resolutions. of the Council 

of Ministers, which he.d subsequently been enU.o:c'sed by the Assembly of Heads of 

State and Government. By resolution cr~/Res.!JO+· (XXIV), the Secre.tariat explained, 
- ' I ~ ' ' 

the Counci~ decided ~hat the Seat o.f the Unfon, when the Union was eventually 

established, should be in Kinshasa, Zaire, while by resolution CM/res.404(.XX~V) 
.the Council decided that the Union should be established. . . 

/ 

. 44~ ·The delegation of Chad asked the Secret~riat·to·give the reference number 
I -

confirming that the· Assembly of Heads of St~to and Government had _endorsed 

Resolution CM/Re;a.40l(XXIV) at th~ 12th Summit in Kampala in July 1975• 

45.· In reply, the Secretariat explained thc.t resolutions of the Assembly of 

He-ads of State and Government only bore Assembly reference numbezsif the 

relevant subjects had been originally debated by the Assembly.- Where resolutions 

were sent from the Council of Ministers for the approval of the Assembly, such 

resolutions retained their Council of Ministers reterence numbers· even a~er 

they had-been approved by the Assembly. 

46. The delegate of Lesotho suggested that the question of looa~ing the 

Headquarters of the Union w~s so important that his delegation felt that it 
. . 

should be placed on the agenda of the Conference as a separate item. Lesotho's 

proposal was seconded by Botswana and Ivory Coast. 

41.• ·-The Chairman suggeste.d ~hat the· question of the Seat be referred back 

to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government in the forl}'l of an appeal. 
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48. .The delegate of .the Central African Empi~e requested the Secretariat' 

to produce the mimttes. of. the ~ppropriate Sumrrii t endorsing the C.ouncil of 

Ministers' decision that the Seat of the Union be located ·in Kinshasa. 

The ·Secretariat· promised to do so as soon as possible. 

49!. · The delegation of. Uganda dissociated itself fro.m any. move to ~lter the 

decision of the He'ads of State, a.nd·requested that its position be recorded! 

It.went .on 'to observe that the Conference of Plenipote~~iari~s was not competent·: 
, 1 ' ! ' \ L , '' ~ ' •, 

to -refer the decision of the Ass_etnbly ·of Heads of State and Government .back ~ 

to the Asse~bly • 

. 50. Rwanda expressed· the belief. t~at there was no use of debating the ma~ter, 
' 

as the deois.~on of the. Council of Mi:t?-isters, as eIJ,dorsed by the Heads of State, 
' ' 

was clear-out • - . 

51. The deiegation of· Ghana ·read a· Resolution .. on the. question of the siting 

of th~ Head~ters of the Union, passed by the West .Afdc~ Su~Regi.~mal Meeting 

on Telecommuni~at~ons ·.Adrninistrat:lons in Lome in March 1977 •.. The i:ies9lution 

requested t.he OAU Heads of state to consider· their decision: endorsins Resolution 
. \ ' 

:CM/Res.401 (XXIV) and suggested that the OAU Secretariat provide temporary head­
) 

quart.era ~or the 'Union·. 

52. The delegate of the Ivory Coast stressed the importance of the Resolution 

pa.seed in' Lome by t~e West African Group, and suggested that any decision ta.ken 

by the Conference. should take the ~esoiution into account. 

53. Some delegates suggested· that the Chairman close the debate· till th~ nex-& 

· day, to ena~le the Lome resolution to .be circulated by the Seoretari~t. 

54~ At the request 'of a number of de.legations, the Secretariat gave ad.di tional 

explapations on th~ implications of the deol.si~ns of the Council of Ministers · 
• ' I • ' 

·as·refle~te.d i~ re~o~ut:i,ons ?M/Res.401(.xxrv) and CM/~es.4b4(xXIV). The Secre•: · 

tariat _explained .that ~twas not. accurate to say that the Council's decision· 

to locate the, Headquarters in Kinshasa was putting· the ·ca.rt ·before the horse, · 

because, during the same session at which the Council made_ the decision on the 
' ' 

location of· the Seat of the Union, the Council also decided that PATU should be 
' i 

establis~ed. The Council's decision on the location of the Headquarters of 

the lhlion was, therefore, properly made. Whether or not the .Conference could . 

question the Council's decision, which had been en~orsed by the Assembly of 

Heads of State, the Secretariat ·could not say, because such a situation had 

never arisen before in the history of the OAU. 
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• • .I ,, 

55.~ The delegate of Zaire, while asking the Chair~n to close the debate, 
. . 

re~ested that his deiegation be afforded opportunity to make a state~ent 
. ' . . -

on the matter.the next day. 

.56 •. < ~e Chairman then put the. matter to the vot,e,· with the ~following results: 
' , , • i. ; • , , , , •, r ) ~ '1 ! , ' , • : 

· Fi>r referring ·the ·ma.t~er :to the Ass.embly \ 
. o:f H_~ad~. of State anq. Government 25 

· : · ·, ' : , Against 

·Abstentions . 
. \ 

57• The Conference thus deoided to refer the question of the location of the 

Headquarters of the Union to the Assembly of· Heads of State and Government. 

The Drafting Coinmittee was charged .Mith ck'afti?l:g a r~·~olutl~n conveying the 

Conference's decision. 

58. The delegation of the Upper Volta explained, and requested that it be 
I . 

· r.ecorded· that the decision to refer the· matter to the Assembly of Heads of 
' ' -, I • ,) • ' • ; 

l 1 • ~ 

S~ate ~nd.\Government.did not imply that.the Conference of_Plenipotentiar~es 

intended to ·que~tl.on the decision o_f the Summit or ~ny h~s~_ility int.ended to 

the Memb.er St .. at e concerned • 

. 59. The Chairman, in closing the·· debate on· the matter,, appealed to ·those 
. \.) 

Member States which were interested in hosting the Headquarters of the Union 

to advise the OAU General Secretariat, adding that Angola and Zambia had already 

done so. 

60. The meeting then adjourned until 10.00 a;.m .• t:tie next day. 

· 61. >When the deb~te on the Convention rg~tuned, the Chai:rman reminded the 

· Conference of the heavy programme ~fore it and pleaded for speed in· the work. 
, 1 • I ..,.

1 

02. The. delegation of Zairie, which was· the first to speak, referred ·to the 

previous day' 8 de bat.,.. "6nC1 protested veh~mently to the Chair: on the ~y the 

deois.ion .. -- .lia:ken to. refer t'he questi~~ of locat~on of t:q.e Head~arters of 

~ .... :t1 to the_ next OAU Summit. He. ohar~d· the Secr~t~riat with being
1 

~rtial 
a:id h~stile t~· · n~s o~untry as the OAU Heads ~i State. a~d .Go~ernm~nt had in 

···Resolution' CM 1Res.4Ql(xXIV) decided to. locate the u · ' H d I' nion s_ .e.~ qu~rters in Zaire• 

... .. v 
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· · 'He:. re~as~ed that a:'- it~m be --pl~-ori:_ the-agend.a::o:f', .the Assembly of' Head~ 
. of· .Sta.te-~-and-Oovernm.ent. on ·the. ·matter. He. ·concluded...-Oy _.Pharging that the 

' '• ; . ..._ ... ' ~. ·-- --
OAU Secretariat had failed to do its work,· si~ce it had not provided the 

Conference with all relevant informa.tiona.l material• The full text of the 
( eta.~einent is -attached hereto .as Attachment V (a.) •. 

, ' . . . . : •. ' . I • \ 

' . 
63. In respbnse to· the statement of ,the delegation ·of Zaire; the Assistant -

'~e9~ta.ry~enera~~in Charge of Ficonornic and Social Affairs e:X:pla.ined that 

the Secretariat did not ·talce .pa.rt .in the deba.te 1_r·bµt ,d.i..(t:its ·best to assist 

· the Conference by making available to it the information which it ne~ded to 
•. ·'t·l r •,_ • • 

. [>e ~:t>le, to a~riv~ at· ii decision. The---Secretariat. .. :dJ.d-~t-,.-tlie~rera.Ocept 
.... · ~: ~ ~~~~l.bl.lit~ 'f~r the ·decision· which the Conference: had ··taken, he said. 

I . " • '. .. '. . . 

,• 
· He concl~ded by. saying. that, if the matter was iftseribed· on the a.genda.-of'·'the 

next OAU Summit; -·the ..Secretariat would __ simply play the t\ape , o.~ which the 

discussion-- 011--~icle 4 was recorded, since"the·-proceed,ings ·of-the. Conference 
. . ~ ' ~ 

were being taped •. --(Also--see paragTe.ph .. 7J.:_ below) 
. ' . . . . ..... ' 

1 .. ~.. ' ,, .... -\. ,. \ ,. .. 

Nigeria prolJOSed that Article 5(a) be a.mended to read: 

"To ·ma~tain a.nd extend .Af'rican...Co-o.peration...among .Member States ...for 

·the, improvement---and. rational use of telecommunications networks and 
- . I , . 

. sernoes" • The o.mendment was accepted. 

66. Article 5(b) was also· amended ·to reo.d, "To promote the ata.ndardization 

and co-ordination of telecommuniga.tions n~twor.ks among ,Member ·~ta.tea· of the 

Union"·· One delegate proposed ~hat paragraphs ( c) o.nd. ( d) of 'Article 5 be 

reworded and combined into one paragraph. Thus, the delega.tion·'..or.:the· 
• • j 

.. :Lvo:cy ... Cqast proposed the .following ?men~ent w:P,ich was accepted: , .-_ 
. {' 

11To seek to harmonize tariff structures between Member States with 

a.. view to the establishment of tariffs compatible ~o iood ~ervices 

.and independent f'inancial m~tkgement. o::f'telecommunioationa", 
' $ • • ! .., . 

67. ~...Qther--subs~quent. ·.p;3.ragraphg· under Article-- 5 w~re. amend:ed.· as follows: 

. I 
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(g) 'fq __ harmoniz~_, __ as-far-as ~-pc~s.ible,.- ~e .posi ~-ion of-·· Member States 

of the :union during international meetings affecting teleoorn-

(h) 

. . 

munications in accordance with OAU practice;·· 

To pµblish informatioll; a.nd ·research materials~.rela.tirig 'to telecom­

munications· for the benefit of all r.!amber States of the Union and 
I 

-to enoourage the. exchange of information .and st~ff . ."bctwcen the 
• ' • •' ~, ' r' .. '• ' ' ,"' ,,,1., ·; ' ---

.administrations of the Member Stutes. .·' ,. 

(i) To ta.k~, on the .request of Member States_, all appropriate measures 

to find .funding sources for surveys and. implementation of tclccom-. 

· municat ion projects. .• .... , 
·. ··· · · (j }: To enco~age and assist Member States in the. establishment and 

developncnt of telecommunicatio.ns ind~'tr~es~ 
~ . . .. 

Article 6 

· 68. The·del~gate of Cape Verde proposed that Organs of the Union ·be.classified 

• ... ~·· as· follow~=·~ ... 

... .. 
(a) . Permanent Organs . 

~· .... l.t .... ~'.l'he .. Calif.erence of ·­
Plenipotentiaries 

I •' 

2. -The Ad.ministrat~vo.Council and 

3. The General Secretariat. 

His propcsal was n.cceptod unanimously • 

. Article .7 

... . . . 
(b) Non..;.Permanent Organs 

Administ rat-i ve and 
Technical Conferences 

., ... 

\ 
Sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph l of' Article 7 was · ame.nded to read 

as follows: 

"It shall convene in an Ordina:ry Session every four yea.rs. At the 

request of a ~ember St~~e, subjecto the agreement of two thirds of 

' .. M?mber States·, the .·Conf'erence s~ll mqct .in an extraordinary session". 

Paragraph 2(a) was a.mended to reas as ·follows: 

"Review "the Convention if it f'eels this to be necessary.i• 
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Oth~r par~aphs were amended to read as follows: 
I • • . • ' • ' ., • • 

2(b) 

2(0) 

2(eJ 
.. . ~ . ' 

·2(f) 

2(i) 

~ -determine the general palicy which the.-Union must.' fo~low 
\ . . ' 

.' · . in order to· achieve the objectives laid down in Article 5 
of the present Convention; 

,~ ~amine ~nd approve_ the' prqgramme· of· acti ~ties a.nd _the accounts 

of the Union and determine· the ceiling of 4 yea~s budget W'ltil 
~ ., ' . ' : .• ~-

the next Confere.nce of Plenipotentiarie$; 

decide the s<cale of assessment of Member Sta~es; 

establish the structure of the General Secretariat and elect 

tho Secretary-General and the Assista.nt.-Secret~~ra.l of 

the U~o·n, and fi:x; the,ir--sal?-ries and other oonditions--Of_.s~ 

~dept, at ~he c?nolusion of its sessions, a report-~~~ssed to 

all Member States as well1 as to the Assembly of Heads.of State 
~ . . . .. 

and Government of the Oreanization of African Unity _( OAU) •.. 

2(d) was deleted, while 2(g), 2(h) ·,. 2(i), 2(:~_c), 2(1), 2(m) were passed 

wi tho.ut any amendment. 

Article ·a - Administrative Council 

10. The debate on Article 8 concentrated mo~tly on two issues: eligibility 

of the members of the Administrative Council. for re-election aricf-.t'he ·size of 

·the Coiincil. After c long debate, the Conference decided that: .. 

a) The members of the Council should serve for.4 years and be eligible 

for re-o leot ion; ·and 

b) The C6uricil'should consist of 13 members, distributed. as follows· 

among the 5 sub-regions of Africa: 

West Africa 4 seats 

North Africa 2 seats 

East 
...... ' 

" 2 seats 

Southern " ... '. 2· seats; and 

Central. " - 3. seats 
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71.. Before the Conference took a final position on ~ticle 8,' the Chairman 

int&rru..pt.ed.J;he-:deb~t~. aruLinvited the OAU .Legc.l Adviser. to ~dvise the 

Conferen'.ce on the ele9tio~s· of 'the Secretacy-General'· and the: DePuty. Sec~tary­
Genera.l. On learning, in the course·· of his appearn11oe· .before the Conference, 

._t;tiat t~e Conrerenoe had not oompieted·. Article 4·: in spi.te of resolution CM/Res.401 

... .' .{XXIV), the' Legal Adviser ,a,dyised,.,the Oollferenoe that' since·· .. 1;h~. r¢solution 

·:·ha~"be~n .e~dorsed·.·by· th~ A.~sembly .?f Heads ot .. :stat~,: a.~d ck,vernment, it ·w~uld 
be illegal ·and. improper for the Conference· not to ·comply with that resolution, 

: . . ' . ' , 
unle~~ ,the·Conf'erenoe had new ev:j..denoe which would have· led the Assembly to 

l ' . ', . . . ., ' 
c .... : decide ·'differeri:tly on the matter, had that evidence been presented to it. 

Article· ·9 
. ' . ··· ....... ' 

. 1~, . Para.graph ?(a) of this Article was deleted. 
.. . 

·Article "10 . 

. 13,, · ~ ~ew: Artio:l:.e ~O, proposed by the Ivory Coast .. was adopted by the Conference. 

·~rtiole 11 -·Finances of the Union 

14•' · Paragrap..li 2( o) of. this· Article was :tteworded to .rea.d as follows: 
\ 

"Each Member· State to p£Ly in accordance with the Scale of Assessment '~pproved 

by the Conference of Plenipotentiaries_"•., 
• I 

·-. Article· 12 Legal Status of the Union 

75. ~aragraph 3 't-ia;::i amended to read. "Inununi ties accorded· in place 'of • •• 
immunities recognized"• 

• J •. 

·Article 13 

.'. 76. A new sentence wes added to read as. follows: "Nothing in this Convention 

shall affeot the rights.of Member States of the Union to develop and regulate· 

their teleoommunioe,,tions networks and serv.i:-ces" • 

I 

Articles 141 15, 16 and 11 

77 • . After a brief discussions a·f these .Artio.lcs.1 the Conference accepted 

their t~xts with minor amendments •.. 

Articles 18 .- 21 
78. Accepted with minor amendment. 
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_Article 28. 

. ' . \ ' . 

79. . The .followi~.new-t.ext. ~wa.S-subs:ti.t.uted--for·~t_he--o~ .. one-: 

(b) .. · 

(c) 

'~or three . cons'e~ut.i ve "ye.'~'S. ·r.~il s to' pay its financial 

obligations_,· · 
• .._., I 

fails to r~_speot . the de·cisiQnf? of the .Conference of Pleni- :. 
' ~ /" . 

~tentiaries.which cir~ bi~ding on all Member States • . / 

- .Article/29 'AI?.Plicat1on» of· Provi·sions of the International 

Telecommunications Uni·•n (ITU) ,, ... :-" 

80. .The text was improved to "read a~ follt1Jws: 

.· ... 

... 

The Pan-African. Telecommunicati.,ns'. Un.ion shall act in acoordanQe 

with the relevant -ProVisi~ns· of· the ITU--Oonvention.in.force, 

and in particular, those article~ refering .to the setting up 

of regional organizations, -

reference ·should be made to the ITU Conven~ion _and its'· append.ices 

regarding all matters not mentioned in.this Co:qvention. 
i 

The proposals were ·accepted • 

.Agenda Item No. 7 - ~.n..:t.strativa and Financial .Arrangements 

.- 81.~ A re~resentative· ~f .the Generai Secretariat introduced the.~oouin~nt on 

this item. 

82. The del.egate from Congo proposed ·!;hat the ~ouse should first of all 

consider the Structure of the Secretariat - number.of Departments _and 
,.· .... 

personnel, etc. This proposal· was . ·accepted: ~ter a lengthy 
1 
~xohq.nge of' vie~s. \ 

r.rhe Chairman set up a Committee -·headed by Cam,eroon ·to study the St.r.uoture 

of the Seqreta.riat and t.he draft bud.get. prepa.re_d by the OAU Secretariat Doc. 
; I ' 

, PATU/PL/WP/4 pa.rt I, with a view of recommending to the Conference a minimum 

budget · £er one year._ 

Th~ .9o~ttee propose!~· 

a) . Jm ... annuall b~dget ·of tTS$700,ooo. 

b) :Besides the Office of the Secretary-General and the Assistant . ' . 

Secretary".'9General, the follo~ing three departments: 

· i ) .Ad.mini strati ve and Finance Department , 

ii) Teclmical Department, 

iii) Technical·Co-<>peration and Operations Department. 
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84. A:fter--a._lot:'.18-debate-,-which -ooncentra;ted.....on -the-.:finano4-a;l .re s~urces 

of the tJ.n?-.o~, a consensus was reached on the following budgetary provisions: 

'.• 

(a) for~first· ~ear••••••••••••••••••••• 

(b) for second year••••••••••••••!•••••• 

.(c) for t)l.ird ye~ ••••o•••••••••••••••• 
f t • ~ ' ' 1 

(d) f•r fourth year· ••••••••.•••••••••••• 

· US$300, 000 

500,000 

690,000 
·abQ,ooo .. \ 

... ,. 

Items 8 & 9 ~ Election of the Seoretarx-Genera;i. __ ~ 

, .the Assi.s_:tant~ Secreta.r;r:-General 

85 •. · The 1delegate of Rwan.da stated ~hat he could not. see the· practicability 

of having the elections' at this sta.get as the Convention· has ·not been signed. 

He added that if elections t'ook place, his delegation .would reqµ.est the Chair ,. 
· to reopen certain issues on which the Conference had taken deoisions especially 

the ·~e~tio~ of location of the. Se~t .of the Union, which the Conference had 

decided to refer to the next OAU SUmmit. 

86. ~he .. delegate of Cameroon observed that there was not sufficient evidence 

in legal terms that the Conventioµ had been adopted er signed. He suggested, 
therefore, that decisions· on these two itemo on the c.genda· be postponed until 
after the Summit will have taken a decision on the Seat ·Of the Union. Tho 
position o:f C::..rneroon W=.l-O supportod by many other doleg:;ltions .. 

87. The·delegate of Ghana, however, d~sagreed with this position, arguing 

that the OAU Charter did not mention ·(;he Seat of the Organization. He made 

·. reference to other organizations, , like the UN a.t.ld OCAM, which have similarly 

not referred to their s1at in their charters. 
• 

BB. ·Zambia, Liberia, Libya· and Lesotho supperted Ghana a.nd. demanded that 

elections p~ooeed. 

89. : . : The .Conference, however, accepted a compromise .Proposal by tl;l.e Chairman, 

that' a resolution be pa~sed requesting that the Conference _re-convene within 

sU, months after the, 14th Ordinary Session of the OAU Assembly of Heads "f 

State and Gover:r;unent for the purpose "f completing its work. In the circums-

. ta.noes, the Qhairman :fur~her suggested and the Conference agreed, that elegtions 
. ' 

·of the Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General would. be-- postponed 
l ' • ~ 

to the resumed proceedings of the Conference. 
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The Conf~renoe unanimously agreed to defer this item to its resumed ,. . . . 

sessi .• ns, ·as agreed at pa.ragr~ph 89 above. Nevertheles~,. the following 

nominations were received:-

. ·Sout~ Africa . 1 • :Botswana. 

2. Lesotho 

. ' 
1, ~enya. East Africa. 

2. ~hiopia 

West .Af:rica 1. Nigeria. 
2. Cape-Verde 
.3~ Ivory Coast . 
4. Senegal 

... 
. .. 

North Africa. l_ •. F€;ypt 
2. Libya 
3 • ~geria.·. 

.. 
Except for the.Norih-~rioan norpinees, a.11 other_.candidate~ were unanim~usly . .. 
proposed by the sub-regions concerned. 

91.. The d~legat~ <?f Ethiopia. suggesteq that .the ·Conference of Plenipoten-

tiaries should establish·a Credential's Committee to examine all.the oreden-. .,, . ... . - . ' . 

tia.ls whether they e;re valid and report baok to the Conference of Ple~ipoten­

~iari es. ·Though many delegates supported the suggestion, the Conference 
I . 

. took no definite decision on it. I . 

,. 
\ 92•. The Conference then requ.ested· the· Drafting Committee to draft a resolution 

covering .. the following points of consensus: 

a) that the Conference had decided to establish the Pan-African 
Telecommunications Union, 

b) that. the Convent~on sho~ld.be initialled by all.the. delegates, and 

, c) that the Administrative Secreteµay-General of· the OAU should convene 
a Conference of Plenipotentiaries within six months after the 
Fourte~t.h Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of' State and 
Government, by which time the lu3sembly would hav~ given guidance 
on the questions of the Seat of the Union. 

93• The delegation of Zair~ made a statement announcing the withdrawal of 
" .~re's- oan~idaoy for the 'Seat of the .Union, as well as a resolution ·t~ey had 

proposed on the matter and the reqliest that the matter be inscribed on the .. 

Agenda of the 14th OAV Summit. 
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94. . In:. res.ponse.,__vario-us-d.elega.tions .. exp.ressed .the .view. ·tha~ it: was 

not_- up to the: Confer_enoe to accept o.r rejec·~ ·the withdrawal o.f Zi;l.ire •s 

candid.aoY. 

95. . At. the request-··0£-the _delegation -of . .l~ire, -its statement is attached 

hereto-in its~··en~iret~ as .Atta~hm~t v (b)., . ,~ 

96. The Conferenpe then went on to discuss a draft.resolution on the 

Seat of the Union whereby the matter was refgrred to the Counoil 'of Minis~ers 

of the· OAU taking i11to acgount resolutiQn CI;1/Res·.401{XXIV). · The C~nferen•~ 
· adopted the reso'iuti~n unanimously. ri'hG delegation· of ZairG entered its, , 

! 

;esei'T~tion on this resolution • 

. REPOR'I' .OF THE COORDnTKi'ING COMMEf.11M ON PAiiAF'lEL: 

: ' . . l . 
97. ·The ConferenQe then received a progress report of the Co-ordina.tine' 

001.nmi ttePr o~ the .)P)a.n-.Africa.n TelecornmUnications ·Metwork (P lJNAFTEL) • ·· . • . 
"·:(Do~• CM/829t)G~IX · · . ·· · · · 

. 98• The representative of ITl"J requested all delegates to provide the ITU 

wi.th ·any observ~tions on the repart in. order to up....da.te the aune::::es ,e0ntaining 

-~h~ various ~t~s of the implementation .aJ.ld financing or the· proje~t •. 

... 99• 
. \ 

The Conference noted the report and then ·adjourned for the a.a.v.· 
• I • 

. : 

100. The· Conference re~mmed its Session on 20 May 1977, a.t 11.jO o..m. · 

It had •ef~re it two draft resolutions: 

a.) Resolution on the. Converit~on' and the· Rules of Pro~edure . ., 

of the Pan-African Telecommunioations ·Union,- and 

.b) . ~tion of thanks• 

101. Mi.nor amell:dinen~s wore made .on the two resolutions, after which they· 

were adopted.:unanimously. 

102. .. T.he Conference then. adjo_urned to :re.sume its work in the afternoon. 

CLOSDrG SESSION 

103. In olosing the proceedings of this Pa.J\t of the Conference's ~ssion, 

'the Cb.airman mOde a statement in··WhiOh .. he assessed the Conference ts oohieve­

ment·s. · 
'• ", 
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· ., RESOLU'I1IONS 

104. ~e-resol1itions . ..ad.c>pted.-..by-tha_.~~~ence ..... of--PJ.eni__pot.enti.a.r.:ies _. 

are pre sen·l;ed hereunder : 

PA!ru/PL/Res .1 

P KtU/PL/Res .2 

ATTACHMENTS 

105. The._£~illg-ar.e. .. .attaohed ~o ·this report : 

I. The Agenda,of the Conference 

II~ Rules of Pr•cedure of the Conference of 
Plenip~teri~ia.ries 

rr'r. Convention of. the Pan-African Telecomiilunioa.tion~ Union . · 

IV· · Opening addr~sses bJr the· Minister of T.ra.n.sport and bommuni ,.atiOns. 

, or' Socialist Ethiopia,. Administrative ·Secretary-General of" OAU, 

Deputy Ex:ecutive Sec~etary of ECA, and Secretary-General ot ITU • 

. V. Statements by the Republic of 
1

Zaire~ 

\ 

.• l 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE' CONFERENCE OF PLENIPOTENTIARIES 

OF THE PAN-AFRICAN T:F)LECOMMUNICATIONS UNION 

COMPOSITION · 

.... 

I ' 

J' 

The Co.nference of Plenipotentiaries of the· Pan-African 'l'elecommunicatione 

.Union is comP9sedjof ~inisters. responsible for ~elecommunioation ma~ters or 
other Ministers of Plenip0tentiaries d~signated by t.he Government ·of Member 

•I 

States. 

REPRESENTATION 

Rule 2 

\ 

The .Government of each Member·State shall be ·represented in the Conference 

of. PleniIX;>tentiari.es by ~ ·delegation led by l.ts Minister respo.nsibie. for 

tel~oornmunioations.or·by any other Minister or Plenipotentiary designated 

by that Member state. · 

Rule 3 

In adVa.nce of each Conference of Plenipotentiaries~ the Government of 

each Member State sha~l communicate the .-names of its duly accredited delegates 

·through the Seoret·ary~neral of the Unio·n. 
I' 

j 

ORDER OF SEATING 

·Rule 4. 

Delegations shall be se~ted in the.alphabetical order of the names of 
\ 

the countries represented. 

'· 

·' 

.\ 



\ ·;' 

' t•' 

' .. 

Rule 5 , 

·/ ORDINARY SESSIONS 
' •" . ~·. '. ,,. 
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The Conference shall meet in Ordinary Session once every four years. 

EXTRA-ORDINARY SESSIONS 

Rule 6 

At the request of a Member $t.ate, and with the concurrence of two-· 

· thir~s. of the Member. States, the Conference shall meet in ~~~ao~dinary 

·session• 

PLACE OF MEETING 

Rule 7 

The meeting of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries shall be held at 

the seat of the Union unless the Government of a Member State invites 

the Conference to meet in its territory in which event any adtfitional expenses 

over and above th.e expenses which would result· from holding the meetings at 

Headquarters will be borne by the inviting Member· State. 

WORKING LANGUAGES 

Rule 8. 

The working languages of the Union shall be those of the Organization 

of African Unity. 

INAUGURATION OF THE CONFERENCE r 

Rule 9 

The inaugural meeting of the Conference shall be preced~d by a meeting 
. ' . 

of the Heads of Delegations to consult on the agenda. 

Rule 10 
I 

The-Heads of Delegations shall appoint a Chairman to conduct t·he meeting 

of the Heads of Delegations. 



PUBLIC Al\JD PRIVATE MEEH1INGS 

Rule.11 
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All meetings of -the Conference shall l;>e held in private with t~e--_e.xoeption 
I 

of the formal opening and closing. However, the Confer?nce may decide by a 

simple majority.to conduct its proceedings in public • 

. CHAIRMANSHIP, ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE 

Rule 12 

The ConferE?nce of Plenipotentiaries shall, at the commencement of each 

Ordinary Session, elect by a· simple majority a Chairman, three Vice-Chairmen 

and ~ Rapporteur who,se terms of Office .. shall terminate at the commencement of 
- ~ . / 

the next Ordin~ry Session• These officers shall not be .. e~~gib~e for re-election 

until the ~epresent~tives of other Member States have held.Office• The Conf-· 

erence may, however, decide by a simple majority vote to waive this restriction •. 

Rule 13 

The Chairman shall open and clos~ meetings, submit for approval of the 
I • 

-Conferei:ct? ~he records of_. i;he meetings, direct "f.;he dE?bates, grant the use of 

tne 'rioor, submit to. a vote matters' Ul1der discussion, announce the-results of 

.votes, and rule on points -of or4er7 ·in accordance with the Rules of Procedure. 

VACANCY OR ABSENCE 

Rule 14 

In case o'.r a vacancy or abse,nce of the Chairman,· one of the Vice-Chairmen 
. .. 

shall act ~n his place.· If neither the Chairman no~ any of the Vice-Chairman 

is present, the Conference shall elect a Chairman ad interim. 
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Rule 15 

I 
( 

AGENDA 
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The provisional agenda shall be drawn up by the -Secretary~General and 
'· ... : ;. ' 

communicated1 td Member States at least sixty days before the opening of the 

Ordinary Session. 

Rule 16 

The provisio·nal agenda of ,an ·Ordinary Session sha.11 ·comprise, in 

. particular:". 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

, (r) 

{g) 

(h) 

(i) 

Rule 11 

the report of the Secretary-General; 

i~em~ propcsed by the Administra~ive Counci.l; 

'items" w~ioh the ConferencG will have· decided at a preceding 

-meetirig to plaoe·on its agenda; 

report of
1 
the Administrative Coun9il; 

Election of the Secretary-General, the Assistant Seoretary-

General and the members of the .Administrative Council of the Union; ,_ 

items proposed by Member States;. 

items ·referred to· it by the OAU; 

place and date of next Ordinar;Y Session; 

.any other bus'iness. 

I 

/ The agenda ·of an eXtraordiJ;lary· session .convened by tlie Secretary-General 

at the request of a Me_mber State, provided this request· has been approved by 

the required two-thiI'ds majority, shall be communicated by the Secretary-General 

to Member States at least fifteen days before the opening of the session. 

Rule 18 

The agenda of an extraordinary session ~hall.comprise only items submitted 

' for consideration in the request for convening the extraord-inary s.ession. 



\ 
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A quorum shall be made up of two-thirds of the· 1iiember States of 

the Pan-African Telecommunications Union. 

Rtlle 20 

No repre'sentati ve · shall have the. floor without the consent of the 
. I 

Chairman. The Chairman shall grant t~e use of the. floor in_' the order in 

which it has been requested. · He can call to ord~r any representatives 

whose statement is ·not. relevant to the matter und.er {liscussion. 

Rule 21 

During the course 'or a debate; ·the Chairman may make ·and announce the 

·list of spea.k,ers. and with the consent of the meeting, declare t.h~ list closed, 

The Chairman· m9ry, howeve?=', accord· .. the right of reply to ·any repres.entative if, 

in his opinion,. a speech delivered after he has declared the list closed 
I 

makes this desirable. 

POINTS OF ORDER 

Rule 22 

(a) During the debate, a.representative may raise a ,poi~t_ of order and 

the point of order shall be immediately ~~cid~~ by the' I Chairman, in accord.a.nee 

.~itP.:.the R~les of Procedure. 
. I . . 

A Tepresentative may appeal against the ruling 
. . , I, 

of the Chai~an. The a~peal shall immediately be put to the vote and decided' 

by simple majority of members present and voting. 

(c) A representative may.not, in raising a point of order, speak on 

the substance of the matter under discussion. 
I 

THE LH'.IT 

Rule 23· 

. The Chairman with the consent of the Confer~nce -may limit the, time 

·allowed to each speaker on any question •. On procedural questions, the Chairman 

·shall limit each intervention to a maximum of fiv~ minutes. When debate is · 
I -. - : • 

limited and· a representatiye exceeds ·his allotted time, the Chairman shall call 

him to order without delay. 
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CLOSURE OF1 DEBATE 
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When a matter has been sufficiently discussed, any representative may 

move the closure of the debate. Two ~epresentative~,may ~peak i~ favour of 

the motion ·and two against the motion, after which the motion shall be con~ 

sidcred and approved if .it has a simple majority of members present and voting 

in its· favour. ·. lihen the debate on an item is concluded because there are no 
• . I 

other speake7s, the Chairman shall declare the debate closed. 

ADJOURNMENT OF DEBATE 

Rule 25 
. . . 

During the discussion of any matter,.~ representative may ~ove the 

adjourn. of tho. :.:obo.to on .t!:c itor.1 U!ldor diacussion. · In. nddi tion to the 

~roPoocr of ~he Qotion, one.rcprosentativo rnay·spoa.k in·fa~our and one against 
, . l . 

the motion, after which the ~otion shall be immediately put to the vote·. 

SUSPENSION OR ~ll!UWIENT OF THE ME:ETING . 

Rule 26 

_Dµring the discussion of any matter,. a representative may mov:e the 
• I 

suspension o;r adjot;Lrnment of ,the meeting. ·No discuss~on ·on 
1
such motion 

shall be permitted, and it shall be inunediately put to the vot~. 

' _Rule 27' 

ORDER OF PROCEDURAL MOTIONS 
I 

_Subject· to Rule 237 the following motions shall have precedence in the 

'following order over all ·other proposals or motions before the me.eting: · 
' , . ' 

. (i) 
(ii). 

. (~ii) 

(iv,) 

to suspend.the meeting 

to adjourn the meeting 

to adjourn the debate on the item under d~soussion 

to. close the debate on the item under disuossion. 



VOTING RIGHTS 

Rule 28 \ 

Each Member State of the Union shall have one vote. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Rule 29 
\ 
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·. 

(a) Proposed re~olutions, motions or amendments shall be presented 

in writing.to the Secreta~y-General who shall circulate copies thereof to 

representatives. · However, the Conference may authorize the disc.ussion of 

a proposal not previously distributed. Proposed resolutions and motions 

shall:. be'. examined in the order of their submission. 

· ("b') ·A motion or a proposed resolution may be withdrawn by the original 

mover·p~ior to its being submitted to the vote. A~y representatiye may re­

introduce a motion or proposed resolution that has been withdrawn. 

Ifj\JORITY. REQUIRED · 

Rule ·30 

Ali .resolutions shall be· decided by simple majority of the Member States 

of the Conference. 

VOTE ON RESOLUTIONS 

Rule 31 

After the debate has been· closed, the Chairman shai1 immediately put to 

the vote resolutions with all amendments. Th~ vote shall not b~ interrupted 

except on a point of order related to the manner in which the vote is taking plaoe. 

VOTE ON AViENDI.~NTS. 

Rule 32 

\fuen an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment f?hall be voted 

on first.- 't-Jhen .two or ~o~e amendment..,s are moyed to_ a proposal, the _Conference 

shall first vote on the amendments furthest removed in substance from the 

original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest removed therefrom, 
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and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the vote. If one 

or several amendments are_ad.Qpted, the amended proposal·is then put to the vote. 

If no amendment·s are adoPted, the proposal ~hall be put to the vote in its original 
,· ' 

fonn. A proposal is considered as an amendment to a tert if it adds or removes 

parts therefrom or otherwise modifies it. 

VOTE o:t-L SEPARATE PlffiTS OF A PROPOSAL 

Rule 33 

.. 

Parts of a proposa1,.· · re·s.ol~tion· or ·a ·motio~ shall be voted on separately 

when so. requested_. If this is done, the text resulting from a se:ries of 
. . . ( . " 

,"votes shall be put ·to the vote as a who:J_e. If all operative pa:r;ts of a proposed 

·:resolution or" motion have been rejected, the proposal shall be considered to 

have been rejected ~s a whole~ 
l 

,'• 

Rule \\41 

:riIEI'HOD OF VOTING 'AND EXPLANATION 

OF VOTE 

Votes shall be.taken by raising the hand, but any representative may 

request a roll call vote which shall be taken in alphabetical order of the 

ha.mes of the members beginning· with the State whose name is drawn by lot by 

the Chairman. After a vote, any·representative may request the use of the 

floor to explain his vote. 

Rule 35 

There ·shall be a secret vote for electio
1

ns and also in such special 
• 

circumstances as the Cop:rere.nce may determine, by simple majority' of its, 

members. 

Rule 36 ~ 

·rn the event of equality ef.yotes,. the propcsal is deemed to be ~ejected. 
·,;• . 
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The Conference may establish such sessional or ad hoc Committ~es 

and,te~Pora;ry· working groups as it may de~~ neces~~ry~ 
\ J ' I • I I ~ ' I ' 

Rule.38' 

The proceedings of the Committ·ees or working.groups. of the Conference 

or of-the Administrative and Technical Conference~, shall be gove:rned by 

these Rules of Procedure except that a Committee, a Working Group, Adminis­

trative or Teohi1ica.l Conferences.may·vary the size of its bureau in accord.a.nee 

with its own s~ze and anY" peculia~ nature of the work assigned to it. 

Rule 39 

These Rules of Procedure may be amended 1Jy the Conference of Pleni­

potentiaries by simple majority of its members •. 
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The Plenipotentiaries of qo~ernments of Member States of_, the 
! • 

Organi za"tion of Jlfrioan Unity . ( OAU )', imbued ~:i th ... he spirit, principles 

and.objectives of the OAU Charter• 

, .Q.Q!l_!!Ci<?~,,£>.J. the urgent nsed to decolonize telecommunications in 

Afrioa, 

Convinced of the need:-

to ensure 'the orderly development of African telecommunicacio,ns 

at a )aoe oo.-iimensura·c:e Hi th tha polJ.ctioal, eoo11oi11ic and social 

development of .Africa, 

- to develop African teleoo:i1111Ui1ica·Lio11s networks and services 

in a conc:;;rted, planned and in .. egrated r.1anner, 

.. 
'" 

for a )ermancnt mach.Uiery to co-or.dinate decisions ·adopted for 

t.he develo)inent and operahon of the . said teolecoi:m1unications 

services, 

I 

Q.Qn.sid~-~il1€£ Resolution GM/Res.40ft.: (XXIY) of the OAU ·Council of Hinistci-·s 

on the sellting-up of a Pan-African Telecor.1municatioris ULon a~)~?roved by the 

12th Se~sion of -the .~AU .Assembly of Heads of S·l;ate and. Government, 

~~d.~.ri..n.e;. Re1?olution No. 1 of the Conference of African Teleco1i11nu-
' . . 

nications .Ad.~11inis·Gration {Kinshasa, .December 1975 ), decideing to set up the 
\ 

Pan-Afrioai1 Teleco1'i'ifl1Ullica·~ions Union. 

/ 

. \ 
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FSTABLISHMfil'lT, COMPOSITION, dORKING LANUGAGTIS AND HEADQUAi1TE:HS 

Article · 1· - Establishment ·of the Union .. , 

By the present Convent~on, the contracting parties do hereby 

constitute the Pan-Afric~ii Telecommunications Union (PA'IU) hereafter 

referred to· as ·the "Unionn. The Union shall be the Sp?cialized Agency 

of the OAU in the field. of Teleconununications. 
I 

Article 2 - Com_,:E,osi tion of the Union 

The Union shall.be cou~)osed of: 

(a) - Member States of the Organ~zation·of African Unity which sign 

and ratify the Convention or acc~de to it. 

-
(b) - Any African State which becomes a member ,ef the OAU and 

accedes to the Present Convention • 

.Article 3 - Langua.ges of the U!].ion 

The .working lanc..:uar.;es of ·the Union shall 'Qo those of the Or0anization 

of Afric~ Unity (OAU). 

Article a -·Seat of the ~ 

The- Seat of 1he Union shall be est~blished-in 0 0 0 0 0 e 0\0 0 0 0 0 D O 0 O D e 0 

...... 

I ' 
'< 
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Article .5 ..... Objectives .. of the Union 

The Objectives of the Union shall be to:-

(a) maintain and extend co-ope.ration among Member States 'for' the 

imrpovement and rational use of telecommunications networks 

and services; 

.(b) promote the standardi,zation of telecohnriunications networks 

I 

I 

a.nd the co-orcl:;i.nation of telecommunication services among 

Hember States; 

(c) seek to harmonize tariff structures amollG Member States "with 

a view to . the establishment of _tari~~s ~omp~tible with good 

services and l.ndepemlent finanpial mana.gemen-b. of telecommunications; 

v ' 
{d) unclertake(studies in telecommunications and in other relevant 

fields of conunon interest amonc 1.Iember States~ 

(e) promote the establishmerit of\ multi-national regional and sub­

regional telecor111m.lnications traininB instJ tutes in Africa, in 

co-operation :vri tl:i.; intt:rnat_ional organizat~ons with legitimate 

· interest ·in telecoI11rnunications _in Afr~ca; 
'i_..,-

(f) harmonize, as far as possible, the position of the Nember States 

during international meetings in the field of telecommunications; 

(g). publish information. and research materials relating to telcommuni­

cations for the benefit of Uember States of the Union and to encourage 

·the exchange of information and staff "between, the admini'-strations· of 

Member States; 

. (h) take, at the request of· Member States, all appropriate measures 

to·· find funding sources for surveys and implementatiofi of their 

telecommunications· pr,ojects. 
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. •,, 

(i) encourage and assist. Ncmber States in the establishment·::and 

development of telcoiilillUnications industries. 

CHAPTER III 

.§_TRUC~ 

Article 6 - Organs of the Union 

The various or6ans of the Union shall be: 

(a) Permanent Organ~ 

1. The Conference of Plenipotentiaries, 

2. The .Adminis.trativ;e Council, and 

3. The General Secretariat. 

{1J) Non-Permanent Orr.;ans 

Administrative and·Techilical Conferences. 

~ 

Article 7 - The Uonf erence o:t:__lle~ipotentiarioE_ 

... '~ 

' ' < 
-:· 
'. 

1. (a) The· Conference of Plenipotentiaries hereinafter referred to"as 

"the Conference" shall be the supre_me ~rrran of the Union. It shall"consist 

of the duly accredited re: .. 'resentati yes of Member States. 

(b)' 'Ihe Conference·shall convene in an ordinary session every: four (4) 

years. At the request of' a !1Iembcr State and subject to the agreem~~t·. of' two-

thirds of the members, it shall meet in an ext:vaordinary session • 

. (c) African liberation movements recognized. by the OAU shall .:at. ·their 

request
1

be admitted·as Observers to the Conference in a consultative ·capacity. 

2. The Conference shall: 
. :'i ·. 

(a) revise the
1 

Convention as it deems necessary; 

(b) determine the e;eneral policy which the Union must follow in order 

to achieve· the opjectives laid down in Artie.le 5 of the present 

Convention; 
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( c) .examine and approve the procranune of activities aAd accounts of 

the Union.and determine the ceiling of the 4-year budget; 

{d) determine the saale of contributions by Nember States; 

·(e) ·establish the structure of the General Secretariat and elect the 

Secretary-General and the 1:..~ssistant Secretary-General of the 

Union and fix their salaries, allowances and other conditions 

of ser_vice; 

{f) establish such subordinate bodies as it may deem necessary or 
,. 

desirable for the purpose of achieving- the objectives of the Union 

and prescrible for such bodies rules for the conduct of their 

activitities; 

" . (e) approve the financial, administrative and all other rules governing 

the activities of the Union; 

(h) 0onclude rdreviGW agreements between the Union and other international 

orzanizations; and decide on any provisional agreement entered ·into 

by the .Administrative Council or the General Secretariat with the 

aforesaid or~anisations; 

l 

(~1) adopt, at the conclusion of ·each of its sessions, a report addressed 
I 

to all Member States as well as to the OrGanization of African Unity 

(OAU); 

(j) consider the report of the Ad~niotro.tive Council. on~ 

its activities since the last-Conference; 

. (k) consider the report of the Secretary-General of the Union on the 

activities of the General Secretariat since the last Conferepce; 

(1) elect the members of the adrainistrative Council. 

Article· "~f- Administrative Council 

' / 

1. The Administrative Council hereafte"'r,.referred to as 91 the Councilii, 

shall consist of 13 Member States elected for a four-year period by the Confe­

rence, having due regard to an equitable dis
1
tribution of seats among the sub-

• I . 

regions of .Africa as defined by the OAU. They shall be eligible for re-

· election. 
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2, As far as possibler the person designated by a Iaember State to serve 

on the Council ,shall be an officer of its ~elecornuunications administration. 

I! 3. If between two sessions 0f the Conference,a seat becomes vacant on the 

Council, it shall p~,ss by risht to the Hember of the; Union frora the same sub­

rec;ion ·as the I~ember whose seat is vacated, which had. ob~ained· at the previous 
) 

election the largest number of votes amonc t:1ose not elected. Where elections 
' . 

did not take place t.be sub-region concerned shall designate another Member State 

to serve on the Council, 

4.· A seat on the Council ;:;hall be.; considered vacant: 

I~ 
.a), when a. NembGr. State does not have a representative in attendance 

ai; two consecutive anhual sessions of the Council; 
( 

b) when a member State resigns its membership oh· the Council. 

5. The Council shall convene in annual session at the ·seat of the Union. 

If a Hember State of the Council so requests, stfojcct to the a.-sreement of two­

thirds of the 'latter's members, it may convene in extra-ordinary session. 

6. The Counci:}.. sk:all: 

(a) be entrusted with the over-all duty of guiding the administration 

of the Union; 

(b ~.direct, co'ntrol and 
1 

co-ordinate financial, technical and other· 

activities 'Of the Union; 

(c) consider the programme of activities and buds-et of the Union and 

submit the·m for tho approyal of the Conference; 

(d) consider. the annual manacement repo:rt presented by the General 

Secretariat and arrange for the annual audit of the account of 

the Union prepared by the Secretary-General~. 

.I I 

/ ' 
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( 

'(e) assesfiJ each year the annual contribution of each :Member State 

to the expenditur~· of the Union; 

{f) present to the Conference .a. report on· the activities of the 

Union durin.z the four-year term of offioe ~ust ended;· 

(e) conclude prc•visional agreements with other organizations whose 

aotivitioo relato to those of the Urlion, ~nd submit them for the 

approval of the Conference; 

(~) subrait to the Conference proposals concerning 'the rules governing 

the financial, ac.ministrati ve and other activities of the Union, 
/ . . . . 

inclU:din::.; t!1e entcri~g into contracts b;r the Union with Governments 

or institutions desirous of assistint; the Union or its members in.• 

achiei1in;; the objectives of the Union; 

(i) approve the a:;enda and make practica~ arrangements for oonvenina 

of the Cop.fercl1ce and programmeo of the Administrative and technical 

.conferencG and seuinars submitted to it 1.Jy the Secretary-General; 

(j) between the· sessions of the ConferencE; be .the decision-making body . 

of the Union Hj.thin the limits of the I)O~mrs dele{;at~d to it by the 

Conference; . ; 

I 

{k) fix tl1e basic salaries and other allowances for all the officers 

of the Union wit\ the e:;(ception of the Secretary-General and the 

Assistant Secretary-General. 

Article Q - Gener~l Secreta~i~t--

J 
1. The General Secreta~'iat shall be headc9, by a Secreta:cy-General assisted 

by an Assistant Secretary-G0nera.l. Both shall b.e elected by the Conference 

for a four-year period. They
1

shall be eligible for re-electfon once only. ,, 

I. 
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(i) attend or 1?e represented at the administrative and.,technioal 

conferences and seminars of the Union; 

(j) ' / 

attend or be repl"'~sented· whenever possible at meetings and 

oonfere·noes to which the Union· is invited; 

(k) appoint the other staff of the Secretariat while ensuring as 

far as possible equitable dist.ribution of the sub-regions of 

Africa, in consultation with the Co~mcil; 

( 1) inforra Member States of any request for accession or 

withdrawal; 

(m) if he deems it necessary and subject to the approval of the 

·Council en2;ace ex~erts for·
1
,specific studies; 

(n). publis}?. periodically a mae:azine consistinG of articles in 

the field o.f tolecornmu.nicCLtions; ,,., 

(o)_
1
ensure the distribution of documents issued; 

(p) irnplernent decisions of the Conference and the Administrative 

Council; 

( q) take, t0Gether
1 
with Eernber 3tatos, the necessary r.1easures 

for the implementat~on of the various· programmes approved 

by the Union; 

(r) present to the Conference of Plenipotentiaries a report on 

the activities of the General Secretariat since the last 

Session of the Conference; 

·(s) present to the Council an annual report on' the activities 

of the· General Secretariat between the two sessions; 

(t) under supe:rvision of the Council the Secretary-General shall conclude 

p:rovisional ac;reements with oth'er organisations between sessions of 

the Conference. 
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(a) the post of 3ecretary-Genera,l fallir{G vacant, the .Assistant 

Secretary-General shall. act as Secretary-General until the 

next session.of the Conference; 

(b) the 1post o±: ·.::i.ssistant .Secretary-General falling vacant, subject 

to the a.vprovai cf' the Council, the 3ecretary General shall designate 

one bf the Heads .of De1Jartments ·to act as Assistant Secretary-General 

until the next session of the C~nference~ 

( c) the posts of dec,retar-~r~·General and Assistant Secretary-General 

falling vacant similtaneously, the senior Head of Department at 

tbe seat of the Union shall provisionally exercise the functions 
I ' 

of Secretar.;r-General an~ the Head of DGpartme:nt next i~ seniority 
( 

· ohall ext=;rcise the ·runtiono of ii.ssistant Secretary-G6neral up to 

j;he convening ~1f the next C .. mference in extra-ordinary session 

within six :nonths. 

(cl) the post of Head ·~1f ':0e_partr11ent falling vacant, the ~ecretary­

General · shall desi07nate · one of t!1e expE:rts of· the Department 

in question to act as Eeo.d of Department until the next session 

of the Council. 

8. .§.~atus of the Gene_!'al becretari~t . 

(a) in the performance of their duties, the Secret2t.ry-General, 

Assistant Secretary-General, Head's of Departments and all 

personnel of tbe Union shall neither solicit nor accept\any 

orders.from any eovernment o~ authority foreign to the Union. 

They shall abstain from.any action incompatible with their dutie~;-
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(b) Member States of the Union shall abstain from exer~ising any 

influence over officers and· personnel of the Union in the pe:c­

f ormance of their duties; 

(c) the Secretary-General, Assistant Secretary-General and the other 

staff of the General Secretariat shall enjoy, the status of intex­

national civil servants; 

,(d) in all Ifomber Jt2.tes of the Union, the ~3ecretary-Genen1l, 

Assistant Secretary-General, ot~er staff ~nd special envoY.~' 

shall enjoy, for the duration of their 1i1ission, the privileges 

and iranlllni:ties aC?corcled the Union; 

( 
\ ' 

( e) the Secretar,y-Goneral, .Assistant 8ccretary·"G~ner~l and personnel 

of the General Socretariat.sha:ll in no way enc;age in telecommunications 

enterprises and companieso 

.Article lff - The Ad.mini strati ve and Teclmical Confe~e.s 

1. Non-permanent or._::,ans u~ the U~lion shall co;:a_prisc = regional, administrative 
and technical conferenc,.;s. 

2. .·The Secretary-Gener2.l ::Jhall ...:cnvene the Administrative and Technical 

Conferencesto discuss special watters re.la-tin;; to Telecommunications. 

3.' The decisions taken at these conforences shall in all cases confonn 

with the provisions c.f -the present Convn.ntiori. 

4. The agenda of ah AcLuinistrative or Technical Conference may inlcude: 

(a) all )natters o.f a continental nature within the competence 

of the ~~ministrative or Technical Conference; 

(b) any draft partial revision which might be proposed to the 

'InternationaJ. Telecoum1unications Union to Ad.mini strati ve 

Rules, including the directives of the Interne\tional Frequency 

Reeistration Board, regarding i ·t;s activities in Africa. 
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Sub·--regions recognised by the OAU may organize anc!_ hold Administrative 

and :.reohnical conferences and may, from the decisions reached ~t such 

conferences, make prOiJosals to tho Union for consideration and any 
. \ 

action dcc:1ic.d. nc.ces;.;-:-.r;/. The Uni.on may organise and hold. cuch stib-

, ~ rcgio:i.1J.l c0:nferenc!3nco.s in the in-G.2i-·cst of te.leco ... munio~t-dons developriien·c. · 

CE1iPT~JR IV 

Article II - Finance 

( 

1. · Ex:pencliture by the Union· shall be made up.of expenses relating to: 

(a) sessions of 'the Conterence, 

(b) sessions of tho Council, 

(c) the General Secretariat, 

(a) Administrative and Technical conferences or seminars .. 

2. Ex:penses of the Union shall be covered by: 

(a) contributioll'.:~ macl0 by· I\iembor States in _9,ccordance with the 

scale of assc..,.:~Jli1Gnt established by the (;,='.nfcrence j 

(b) extra-bg_dgetar;}r co~ ... -tribntions approved by the Council. 

3. Member States shall pe.,y in advance their annual contributions 

calaul;;~:~ed on the basis of the buc.lcet drawg up by the Council. 

4. Any Mer.:ber State whose contributions to the Union are in arrears for 

.two consecutive years shall forefeit its right to vote in accordance with the 
\ 

'present Convention. 

5. 'fne Governme{lt of the Hember State in whose t,err~ tory the General 
. . 

Secretariat is located shall, ~o the fullest extent possible,_advance the 

funds necessary to implement the butlcet until these are reimbursed by the 

governments of the.other Member .States. 
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6. If a l·lemberrvState or Grou.p of I·Iembor States undertakes research with 
. ~ 

1· the assistance of the Union, the expenditure occasioned by such researoh shall 

.. . 

be borne by that Member State or the Group of Nember States. 
\ I 

/ ' -7. ~1he accounts of the Union shall be kept ~n the currency specified by 

the Admistrative Coucil. · 

CHAPTi:.R V 

GDTEP1.1lL PHOVISIONS 

Article 12 Legal Status of the Union 

1. Member btates shall grant the Union international legal status, 
I , 

and capacity as well as privileges atld. immunities on their territories to 

·ena~le it t~ perform its functions and fully attai:'n its objectives. 

2. The Secretary-General shall be empowered to oonclude.wi.'th the govern­

ment of the State upon whose territory the Seat of the Union is established, 

and iQf!lU!lities recognized and accorded.to the Union subj~ct to·the approval 

of the Council~· 

3. The privileces and immu.ni ties accocied the ·Unj_on shall also apply to 

confe;rences of the Union a:nd dele~~·atGs to such conferences •. 

Article 13 - Sovereicrn riFhts of Member States of the Union 
: ' 

The !Jrovisions of tl1e present Covention shall be without prejudice to . 

the .national legislation of ~ember countries·;· "Nothing in· this Covention shall 

affect.the rights of Nember States of the Union to develop and regulate their 

teleco~mnunications neti·.rorks and services. 
/ . 
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Article 14 - Rit~hts and. Obli.: ·atbns of :-tt=:.i~1bor States of . the Union , 

All Mer.1ber Stat<:::s sliall enjoy eq_ual richts and have equal duties. 
' 

They pledge .themselvep to scrupulously respect the ~rovisions of the present 
I ., . • • - , 

Convention. 

Article 15 -· Rules of Procedure 

Each conference or 1;ieeting of .the Union shall adopt its own Rules of 
· Procedure • 

. Article 16 - Powers of Dclcr..~ations tL, Conferences ,1dcl Neetings of the Union 

. The delesation se1:~ by a Ifiember Ste..te to a Conference or J.feeting of 

the Union shall be accredited in accordance with the following pr~vision: 

(a) for ·i .. Lc:: Conference,. by letters of accreditation sign~d by the 

Head of St~te, or Prime Minister or ):1inister for Foreign Affairs# 

(b) for all other con.furences of i;he Union, by letters of accredi t~tion 

sicned by tho l(iinister of Foreit~~n .Affairs. or the i.iinister in charge 

of Telecommunications; 

(c) for uny oth'er meetinc;, representatives shall be duly authorized; 

(d) the instn~r:1ents of accretli ta:tion 

(b) of the present article shall 

and ~1here necessary, the riGht to 

Article 17 Settlement qf Disµ~­

/ 

issued under paragraphs (a) and 

confer on delegation's full .powe~e, 

sign the. final instruments, 

· :J.. · Any clisi_·ute t at r:1e.y arise oonccrninl:,' ·the int0r1:retation or .application 

of any provision of this Convent,ivn ·:·r i tf; e.iinexes shall 'be submitted to the 

mediation of a Member State who is not a :)arty to the dispute 'after an: attempt, 

at a friendly settlement by the Secretary-General of the Union has failed. 

\ 
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2. Shoulcl mediation .fail, the c1ipute ~shall be submitted to an Arbitration 

Tribunal by one of the :parties to tho dispute .or th0 i3coretacy-General of the 

Union. This l~rbitr-:tion Tribunal shall consist of three Member States who 

shall be nornimit::.d as follous: 

" ' 

(a) tl'lo arbi tra~ors one ;1oii1inated by each of the. ;,arties i 

(b) a thiz;tl arbitrator no;ui1~ated by common ar;rec.:mcnt by the arbi trato~s 

choser. by the parties, who shall be called ;;~~'or: to preside over 

the Arbitration Tribunr;;,L This t .. ird arbitrator shall likewise be 

a member of tho Unfr·~: ... ,..- -~ implicated in the dispute. 

3.· In the event tha.t the -G\·Jo arbitrators fail to a:~:ree on the choice ·of, a 

third arbitrator, - each cirbi tr~.tor shall propose a third arbitrator with no 

interest in the dispute. · The ::::.~c:::-Gtary-G0neral of the Union shall then proceed 

. to dra~ lots ·to desi;_;na.te the t ird arbitrator. 

4. If the nomination of the members of the ;:.rbi tration Trii>unal is not 

made within three months of the dato of "tl:e request fo'r arbitration, either 

of the parties to the d.is1)ute may request tJ:te Se~retary-General of the Union 
I 

tq make ;the necossc.i.ry no:.1inations, except in cases wherG t~.:.e Union is a 
I . . 

party to the ,dsputet the nomino.tion shall be made by tl:.e .Administrative 

Socr~tary:...General of the Or: __ ;:~r;iza:~ir>n of African Unity. 

5. Tlv; :..locisL:-in of the .:i.rbi tr;;;.tion Tribunal shall be final a.nd binding. 

on the )C.:,rties to the dispute. 
I 

6. The fo_regoin,. i1rovisirms shall be . 1i thout ~.n·ujudice to the choice of 

any other moG.e of r:>ettlement that tb;.:: :-:irt~es concerned r:iay jointly d.eciue upon 

in keepin:.; wi tJ::. the spirit of the present Convention. 
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: 1. · Throur;h0:.it the .duration of con.I~ erences er meetings of tho :Union,· 

. ffelecqates and ::;ersor11Jel of tl:e General f:iecretariat assigned to the conferences 

or meetings shall CLLjOy telephone, tel<::t_;ramme and telex facilities free Of 

charf~·e bett-rncn the venue of the conference o.nd their res::.x~cti ve administrations • 
. ; i: ·: 

2. Telephone communicati,:ins of li1:]i ted duration betwGen delecates and 

their familiss shall ah10 be free of charG"e• 

~'Jith a view to co-ordinating inter-State telecommunications, Administrations 

of liember 3tates of the Union shall endeavour to e:aploy equipment >:hose specifi­

cations conf~rm to .the standards recqi;ir.1end0cl ,Jj .. the CCITT and CCIR. 

_A_r_t_i_c_l,_e_2_0 ____ It_e_l_a_t_i_o_·n_s_,_.) __ ctween t~1e l]nion ~!E!. :El··".C: ... _Q.r_~~.~atiC?n of .African U.n.i ty (O.AlLJ. 

1'.s a Specialized li::;·ency of the Orbanization of .African Unity in the 

field of 'l1elecomrnunications the Union slmll enjoy privileged relations with 

the OAU. To thia end, an agreement is to iJe concluded between. the two 

Or_:::anizatL,ns. 

Article 21 _-:..J1elations 1Y·tween the Union and othE?_:r._..l!.1:~!:.~!it~/~mal Bodies 

,/ 

1. In on~or to er:houra.~::::: oVGrD,11 intra-African co-operation in tho field 

of t~~1ec_orn;;1unications, the Unio? shall colla~orate with the International 

Toleco.Jmunications Union and other international bodies whose ·activities an4_ 
interests are r~.:1ated to toleco.immnicn.tions. The Union may invite such bodies 

to send obser JG rs to atteml its C(HlferencEw iJ ~ a consultative cay1aci ty, on the 

basis of reciprocity. 

2. Agreements may b'c c:)ncluded lJctween the Union and such other international 

·bodies when.~ver necessary. 
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1. i1:Iem!Jer f:Jta;tes shall pror;iote the exchange of technical and specialized . \ 

personnel~ they shall likewise exchange study raissions on . technical and .1 

administratiye matters aml ·org-Flllize workshop~ and seminars. 

2. The Unio.r1 shal1 ensure the training of intermochate /and. hilih level profes­

sional staff feir r.fomber Stater;:; in multinational schools. for telecommunications in 
co-operation wi tl1 th~ , International 1.l1cloecommunications· Union and· other competent 

orca.nizaticins specialized in· thi3 field in .i:..frica. 

'These shall be annexe~ to the present Convention the decisions of 

ad;11inistrati ve and ·bcl:i.ni?al Conferences. Such decisions shall be binding 

only upon the lfombsr ~3ta~fos· who si:_._!1, ratify or accede to the final acts of 

these Confero.nces. 

\ \· 

· 1. The present Conventi·.';!. ,c~.:~.11 be ratifiod by 5ach 
1

of the sig!J.atory 

govornraents. The instrument,·_. ·,\ ratifi~etion shall be sent, ·with t-~ .. e least 

·possible delay, through diploma.tic channels and throuGh t~10 a.t;cncy of covorn­

ments if I.iemb0r St. ·.tes ·in, w~1ose tcrri tory 't.i1e Union is lccc.tcd, to the 

Secretary...:.General: VJho .shall notify the caem'bero accordingly. 

2. For a\ two-year ·period, ;:;et:_;innin-:-; from the entry into force of the 
. . 

present Convention, each sigm.~_.t~)ry h1.ember State ·shall enjoy the ri[;hts 

conferred by the Convention e:n ·. :.~·.1:1er States even if it has not dcposi ted 
'i 

the instruments of ratification ,_.,,;:; provided for. in the present Convention. 

I I 

.1 I. 
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. 3. At the end of this two-year period, any Member,State that has not 

deposited the instruments Gf ratifica,tion shall no longer have the· right 

to vote in meetings of orc;ans of the Union. 

~cle 25 Accession 

1. Any .~tate n1ember of· the 0.d.U hThich has not signe~ this/ Convention, 
. '.·· 

may accede to it at any tirao. 

2. The instrument of access.ion shall be sent to the Secretary-General 

of the Union through diplomatic channels ancl throuch the ~[};:rncy of the 

gover.r..:aent. o.f t.he l·:lemb,3r, State on whose territory the sea~. of the Union is 

located. It shall enter into force on the elate it is d~posited, unless 

otherwise stipulated. The S~cretary General shall notify Member States of 

.. such· ad..'li.esion and ,forward. -to each of them a certified. true copy of the 

. Instrument. 

This Convention shall enter provisionalljr into force nix months 

after its sigm.,ture by the 'Plenipotentiaries. It shall only finally enter 
. > 

into force a:rter deposition oi' the tenth instrument of ratification • 
. . 

Articl'e ?..l..::._Penounciation ._ 

1. 1-.ny member State 1i1ay denounce tl~e .:_ir'esent Convention through a 

notification addressed to the ~:)ecrc"t
1

.':r.t-General through diplomatic channels 

and throu£;h the -medium of the govcrnr.1cnt of the Eem1xir State in whose territory 

.the seat· of the Union is located. Tlle Secretary-General shall notify the other 

member States accordingly. 

2. . This denounciatiori.shall become operative one year after the date of 

receipt of notification by the Secretary-General. 

\.~ 

.. 
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1. The Conference may decide by a two-thirds majority of the Iilember 

States to suspend a Member 3tate who:-

a) practices.a policy contrari to the objectives and principies 

of the Union; .... 

. b) for three conse~mti ve. years fails to honour its financial obligations 

to the Union; 

c) fails to respect the decions of the ,Conference which are bindinc 

upon the Member 8tates. 

2. · The sar.1e rnajori ty shall be req'.1ired for any decision of the Conference 

revoking such suspension. 

3. Suspension of a Nomber S:tate shall not exempt the latt(:;r from fulfilling 

its financial obli.~;ations durinc the. i)eriod of suspension. 

The Union shall ··act in accordance with the relevant provisions of the ITU 

Conventicn1, .:bnforce and in particular, those .artl.clf:~s .referring to .. the se~ting up 

of regionc.1.l or[,anizations. ~·.J.10:'\;: no ·. ~"ovision is ;11ade in the present Convention 
\ 

relatin~; to certain matters refere..1c._ ;; o.1all be lilade to tho relevant provisions of 

the I'IU. Convention, its annexes and additional protocols for ~ida.nce. 



\ . 

/ 
Article 30 Signing of the Convention 

CM/832 (XXIX) . 
An.no.:t III 

.Attachment III 

Page 20 

The present Convention shall be signed by the Plenipotentiari'es in 
) 

three copies in' the working lariguages of the Union, all texts being equally 

atithentioe A copy shall be deposited with the. ·gove.rnment of the iiiember Stat·e 

in whose territor-~ the .seat of the Union is located •. The two othe~s shall be 

deposited respectively with the General Secretariat of th.e· Union and the General 

Secretariat of the 04u. , A certified· copy conforming to each text shall be 

forwarded to each of the signato1~y Member States by .the Secretary-General of the 

Union. 

Done at .Addis Ababa, This . 1977 

Member States 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •.• • • 0 •••• 0 ••• " • 0 •••• ' ·······~···r··~ .• ; .••.•.... 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•...•...........................•... • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

' ,/ 
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The Conference of Flenipotentiaries of the Pan-African Telecommunications ' 

Union meet inc in b.ddis Ababa, Ethi·Jr,ia, :(ram 9-20 -~ .. 1977 ~ ·' 

£2P...~l9:~1'i-!1E.. all the factors. which contributed to the successeu.: 

completion of its tasks, 

l. EX.PRESSES its deep gratitude to the Govornrnent and People of 

Socialist Ethiopia for.all the hospitality and brotherly welcome 

extended to the delegates; 

2., HIGHLY APFRECIAr!'ES the quality of the. technical services and 

administrative support Given to the WGrk of the Conference by the 

General Secretariat of the OAU; 

'\ 

3. EXPIIBSSJ~S its sincere appreciation to the International TC:lecommuhica.tions · 

Union and to. the Economic Commission for :Africa" fo:f thsir contribut
1

ion 

and partiCipation in the deliberations of the Conference; 

4. CONGRA'IULATES AND EXPHESSl.GS its gratitude to the Members of the 

Buteau for the smooth manner in which they guia.ed the del~berations 

of the Cqnference thereby enabling it to complete its Work SUQCessfully; 

5. EXPRESSES its,gratitud.e to Iilembersof the Steering Committ~e for the 

work they have accomplishod whi~h has enabled the Conference to adopt 

P~'l'U Convention and Rules of Procedure of the Conference of Pienipoten-

tiaries. 
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SPEEcH BY'HoEo ATO YUSUF AHMED, MINISTER OF 

TRANSPORT AND cmmmTICATioirs OF THE PROVISIOEAL MILITARY. GOVERNMENT . 

OF SOCIALISri1 ETHIOPIA 

-\' 
. \ 

\ ' . ! 
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Y9ur.Excelle~cies, 
' .. . ,• 

~he.Secretary-Goneral of OAP, 

\ 
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,. ·-.~~e:Executive Socret~y of ECA, 

. The repr~sentat~ve of.- I.TU, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf et ·the People.and the Provisional Mi~~tary 

Gsvernment of Social~st Ethiopia·r have the honour· of add1'e&­

. ·sing you· on ·'the ·opening ·sess:L\on of ."_this import~t Conference 

and to· welcome you, to Ethiopia. , 

·:. 

. . 

I am sure that many of the. distinguished delegates 
• I 

attending. _this Conference have h~d the opportunity ·ef visi-

ting Addis.Ababa in_the past. May I take this opportunity 

once.again to extend,~0 all tho distinguished delegates the 

warm wclco~e·of the Pe~ple and Government of Socialist 

Ethiopia. W~. hope that your stay hero- i~ Eth~opi_a will be 

pleasant.and. fruitful. 

.. ; 
The task before you or' establishing a tr\lely African 

Te'iecommuni.cation~ Union (PATU) \1Vill en."J.ble ~yo, . ~o · ~hieve· 
~ 

a landmark in the history of Telecommunication~in Africa. 

The consequences_- of this action will have nn. important 
.. . 

unifying influence on '_the conomfuc_, social and political 

nelations bctw~cn .Member States of o:ru~ :'-

' .. we· all realize that by setting up ~ATU, WC will be 

creating ... :m Afriqan institu.tion· ~hi.ch will be charged with 

great .respons·ibili ties of helping. in preparing, coordinating. 

and implementing Telecommunications: plans. designed. to meet 

I_ 
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<the immediate and vital needs of tho Peoples and Geoverrunents 

ef Af:rrica - the vital nc~dG. of expanding· and improving 

suitable communications facilities, tho prime obje·ctive of 

which is the ,provision of· efficient~ Fe liable and e·conemical 

nB.tional system, inter-African.network and international links~ 

. ' ' . • .'I, I•', ' 

The development of international .and .par.tic~l~rly· the 

no.t.ional Tolocommunica~ions' network should be given high 

::·Priority. How~vGr,.in view Of:the cu~rent 'pat11:etic situation 

-~~ :.:. ~:.;:~ 4 :....,.:;,.of inte:ir.;...AfFico.n network ... ~:.nd our imrnediat.e and future .Fequ.iFe- . 

. men ts' and conside::idng ir.e2eed that even today many of our 

.. 

' . . . . ; . 

'inter-African communication links are. going via.the intenne­

dio.ries of European, countrL.:s, it is obvious that at p~e·sent 
. . . 

the planning and oxp6.nsion of :Pan'.· Af~ican' Telecommunications 

tietvi~rk should bq a pressing priority of Africa. 

Tb:a setting up of PATff wil2. · h?..VG· ·grout. imp9-ct on the 

future developme.ht of all '.:.spec'ts of T0le:corrumµ1icq.tions in 
. ' 

Africa.'. :i:t can facilitate and help in "the mpbilization' of 

tho necessary ·resources, the adoption of;suitable systems 

and their effective utilization, the development of skille~ .. 
manp~we.r,· tho p~ovisi6n, impr'ovomont and stander-dis:ltl.on tf 
mainton~ce. facilities e.rid spa!r'e. parts, ·and the improvement of 

~ organ~zational mQchinory, operational techniques and magagement 

methods. 

Tho .. e~ergatio off ort of PA.TU in the so areas 'will 

undoubtedly be
1 

th0 cornerstone· for the coordinated and 
~ - ' ' . . 

integrated .devcl.d:Qr,1cnt. of Pan . African network. . It ca.n· pave 

· ·the way for the realizaition ,c)~ effective Telecommunications 

··;network .in Afri.ca in .-the vczy near future. Such Cl. network 

wil:l facilitate d1rect ::md. imm&dia.te comrnunica_tio~~ in .Africa 
' . 
thereby adding.a new dimension to social, economic and political 

relations of our Peoples -:-:.nc.1 Governme.i:itEJ-

... 
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My Government has noted and is actively p~ti.cipating 
' I . 

in the rapid implementation o;r the P4TU and wo thank t,hose 

members· of ·the P.ANAFJEL Coordination·- Cammi ttoe. ·and. the :fina­

. ·ncing bodies for the .'J.ssistanc'} provided· so far· and ·'trust 
' . . ... ;.'\ 

that these bodies a.nd evGn others will continue their assi~ 

stance in the implementation of the present a.nd future stages 

of the l?ANAFTEL Network; 

It is indead vory timely that you arc about tm'take 

the historic step of sotting the PATU. It is pertinent to point 
out heno that the setting up. of tho Union .. alone is not enough. 

· An enormous t·ask awcci. ts us .to onst~re the complete success of 

the future activities of _tho Union you' are going to create in 

this Hall. Ono of the insisp~nsable conditions for tho crea­

tion and future success of the union is the ·un:-csfJrved and 
I . 

continuous support and cooper.atio·n of member States. 
? , • 

My Govc-rnment attaches great importflnce to the es­

tablishment of this Union r.:!.nd will coopera.to fully especially 

during tho initial stage of ·the Union. Ne7orlheless we r'eel 

I that, the .~conference ,should proceed with great caution avoiding 

costly organiz-:J.tionb.l setup which would strain the· financial 

resouFces of our nlILB~dy QVerburdened economics• 

" Before concluding I must tha.nk the member of l?.ANAFTEL 

Coo~dination Committee for honouring the Conference with their 

presence. I therefore WGlcome the Administrative Secretary-. 

General of O.AU Mr. William Eteki Ml?~umoua. who is ~esponsible 

for convening this Confe:re.L1ce. · \I welcome -qlso the ropnesenta-

tive of ECA. 
. I 

I 

Long live the Organization of ~African Unity, 

Long live the Pan+Mrican Telecommunications Union •. · 

,· ' 
I 

_/ 
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Your Excellency, 

',,"'Mr. 'Executiv~~ ·Sec:rre~ary,,:of ,ECA, ;· 

···-::Ii-fr. se·6ne:to.ry~Gene:ital of lTu ,· 
"' ·Mr~· .. President of :ADB, · \ ··. 

~ou~;Exccillehcie~, 

· ;Disti.hguishod Delegates, 

C:Ij832 (XXIX) 
imnex III 
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I 

It is pl~as~~e and an honour for me to address you o.nd 

· : : we.lco~e you on t}1o occa~ion of. ~h~ Plon~potentia112es Conference 

.· of· the ~a.n-+-~fric.an To~ocommuni.~at1.<?ns Union. 
. . 
You a~e m~oting heno 

· __ : .. 

to~aY:· whc~c .Qx.;ictly fourteen years. ago.1 thi.s mo~th,, l·cadel1'.'S of 
. ; . ' ' . -· ~ . . . . ' . . . . . ~:. : = 

-our continent·mct 8.l'.1.d ostablishod tho Onganization of .African 
.. . .. ' ·~ " ... ~, .... ·. · __ :.~ ·:~~ ..... ~, ....... •. , 

Unity. In.establishing the OnganJzation of African Unity then, 
' • ' ', :~ • . • • I : 

the _lcadc:ES. of· .Africa pl.edged "to ·door.din.ate and _int~n~i.fy· theiF 
, I ' ' . , . . . . 

cooper.ation. ·and offorls. to achieve· a:better life ... fo.r the. peoples 
J ; • ·, • ' • \ 

of. Afri,ca. 11 and to thut end effectively harmonize the policies of 
. . . , , . ' . . ' ' .. .. . . : 

-..·. :Memb8r ~tatqs" among. others in "economic cooperrotion including 
. . ·.·1-·• . 

,' · .. t~sport and comrtmnicutions. 

It ·is '·rio me:zro · S"tE£ltmont of. f.J.ct on my part, th~rcforo, 
. ' 

but a vivid rc~lity that today ·this augu,st .a~sembly represents' on 

·one Of thG fruits Of the determination· for COOp?rutiqn_tO Wh~•h 

the Organization of African Unity.dodiqa~od _itself fourteen 

ye~s ago. 

Mr.' Chairman, 

·Your. Excei_lencies·~ 

. Your.presence hore today clearly demon~tratos our 

continuou·s unanimous" d·esire to respect and put into effect 

-dec~sions .taken by t.b.o various !>'oli tical 'organs of the OAU over 
.:v .. 

) 
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thG past years on ~he implementation of tho P.AN.AFTEL·Nctwork 

Project o..rid the c:ireation of a Pan-·Africo.n. Teloco~unic_ations 

Union. Such conscientious decisions-do· not memly yie~d. to the 

principles of African Unity but to a largo'exten~·se:rrvo as a coL 

concrete example of intra-Af:rzicun Co~operation in the· field of 

communicationn • 

The OAU attaches great impontance to continental de-
\ '· . 

vclop~ent of communication facilitiGs which it believes will ac-
. ' ( ·. 

c~l3rat~ the socio-economic development.of Africa~ This is evi~ 
I '\ / 

dGncod by the.continuous effort the OAU and other membens of .the 

co~or.dinating Committee of PAN.AFTEL - ECA, ITU and .ADE are making 

towar~s an early completion of the Projectso Tho Committee 

had mobiliz~.~ all its rGSOUFces ,in this Fespe~t and I am .happy 

to mention that a substan:pial progress is be.ing ·made i.ti' the 

completion of territorial links in most coUntJZies. · Howove:rr for 

some countries as the turgot d~tes for the final completion of 
'I 

the Notworks~dr.aw.near, I should like to expFoss my deep ~g:rret 

over the lack of sources Of financingo These countries are 

fa.cod with problems . arising from ·the world ec~nomic situation •. 

In ·fact, most African countries are faced with n fall i~ thein 

foreign currency rosorv.os due to .fluctu.ation in prices of basic 

local prod~cts. The general inflation only aggFavates the situa-

tion, and mo1m so because the UNDP which shouldered the greater 

pa.rt of financing, is now facing cGrtain difficulties in its 

. trousu~y._ 

We shall -not proceed to discover riew p~lliatives for 

.these problems, WO are. simply. t!iinking_of' the prospects opened 

up by-new -developments inJ~.fro-.Arab co~operation, which is 

henceforth institutionalized. 

.. ., ... 
•,• ....... 
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T~~ Union you aro about to put a finishing touch to 

its establishment ho.s multifaxious purposes. It is not ihtonded t 
... / 

. , 
to be a rival body nor a threat to any existing Unio'n of a·· si-

milar nature.· . 

On our part, we woul~ like very much to soc tho Union 

perform the important tasks as fairly detailed in its constitution. 

As a body w\ose riiain task will be· to coordinate the uct.ivi ties 

of various telecommunication administrations in eAU Member .. 
· countrie~, it is absolutely.charged with 1the super.vision to 

defend the rights of all toleconunlu:ii.c.~ion udministrat'ions :md 

equally soFVe a:s'a liaison w~th the International Telecommuni­

cation Union. 

Africa must now ha:ve its own centre,_mo.nned by. Africans 

where :research o.nd toc'mio.al mater.~als are stored f.or the deve­

lopment of· continental telecommlllil.ication networks rather. than 

:rrelying soleJ:y on external services whos.e interests are generally 

un-.African. This. 11 Africa first policy11 that is to say, development 
'. 

bassed on solf-roliunce saould be the underlying f uctor f oF the 

esta~~ishment of tho Union if tho Union is to be·in the position 

to _provide services of .9,.uali ty to Africa. 

The role of tclocommunicatio.p.s .in pro sent. day Africa 

is very crucial' ·indeed,. Gradual .improvement of . .rµodern _means of 

communication within .the contirion_t. i.s necessary for the r:::.p:Ld· 

realization of our d:r::oams. of- intra~African cooperation such as 

offered by various ~egional economic groupings: on the· continent. 

There is no gain saying that the effectiveness of the many 
,• . 
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bilateral ap~cements on various cooperations ~hich have been 

entered into by var--ious African Governments also depend, ,to .a 

l~rge. extent, on fast /telecommunication service.· In this · 
I ' 

r~gard,' the' OAU :roques ts more times be de:v'oted t~ ''the technical 

aspect ,in tho' ostab~ishment· of the Union'during your two-week 

long- deliberations. 
' , ~ 

On the co-ordination aspect, the OAU.had shown great 

interest asevidenced by its participation in ·a11;thc sub-regional 

meetings on tole.communication adminis trati~ns during the years 

under review. I am also happy
1 

to inform this august assembly. 

that the Council of Ministers had now made it possible:for me 
I 

to ·intensify our role furt~er.by continuously participating in 

'those meetings at Sub-Regional level. The decis1on has alrendy 

been taken to craate a separate unit in/tho Economic and Social 

Department to be headed by a Chief bf Section for an overall 
I 

liaison with PATU and, other communication service. 

Your constitution ::provides :-that· the Union when estab-

lished will take its place as one of tho· Specialize.d ·Agencies of the OAU. . . 
This decision of yours is commendable as the OAU.will fully co-· 

copenate, and· render practic.al assistance where possible ·to the . \ , . 
. .· ... • i . 

YC?ung orgo.nizntion in the s.:ime' way the African Civil .Aviation 

Conunission and the Union of .Af1~ican Railways· have bencf1 tted. 

I h:b.ve· "no· 'doubt ·in my mind thcr.efo:iro that · th·e rclatioris!1ip 

between PATU o.hd OAU wi1·1 .grow to l.;i.ve to the expectations of cP 

our peoples. As final note, I would.like to assure you that the 

General Sec:rre tariat· will give you.its full coope:rration during :,=­

your: deli be~ntions to ensure that these ·historic meetings a~e 

crowned with.success. 
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As, political liberation ·is acb.ieved it is our duty,· 

now to m:ike a. grc a tor impact than in the pas.t on projects of 

economic, tec 11nical and cul turnl liberation. 

This meeting.is therefore a lnndnnrk in this direction. 

!t is a challenge that we shall have to ta.ke up. 

I 
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· .. 

· ~ .. Y.our, Excellencies Ministers ~nd Plenipotentiaries, 

· 11~. Becretary-Ge.neral of the: OL.U, 

.. Distinguished· Rep~escnt.ative of. _the ITU, 

· · Honourable Del~gat.es, 

. Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of Dr.,· 'f;.debayo .t~dedej;i.,1 Executive Secretary of the 

ECA, who has· been kept away from this qonf ercnce b:; ·:~he~dutie.:e 
of_ his Office, I would· first-· like to cordi_nlly wu~~~J:~:·d _jrou to ,the 

seat of your Committee. 

This being a highly technical .Confern9ce, on behalf of the 

ECA, I do not intend to make. a lengthY SP.eech. 

· · · I shall simply communicate with you,. and as you ldiow, 
··>whether ~it is ~ 'que St ion o"f r-,t~te-~~tete, the ·traditional tom-t_om·, 

or-modern· means such as the telephone, television ~d.others, 

·there. should be two :par·ti~s to be able to communic~te. 

It is. only logica~ that you should hav~ th9ug~t of 

establishing a regulating organ, in some. form, and 'whic~ would 

preferably be the work of those responsible f·or :tho means- of 

communicationo This _organ should above all ensure o~fective 

and harmonious· communication among t~e nembGr StatGs. 

This.I believe is the e-ssential raison d'etre for your 

Conference.· 
\. 

1'1r. Cha;i.rman, 

Before the means of .communication can be-regulated, they·. 
t 

should first of all exist arid. have: s~rong t"ies established in the 

?ommtinity,· the natidn·or the region·., The ECL .. , ·the ITU, t.he 01"1.U­

and th'e .b.DB have been working in close ·c·ollaboration· since 1')62 

"'. 
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to sot up a toloc:onnunit'mtions network on a regional ~cale to · 
1 

provido effective means of dhect communic.~tion between all . 

the Hember Countries of the region at reason~blc tariffs. Tll:us, 
in 196~, during a regional telecommunications moeting organized 

jointlybythe ECA and.the Oll:U, it was deci,ded, after considering 
• I • 

the· o"xisting telecommunica.tions network, to undertake on the 

lines of potential needs and not of the ~raditional tro..ffic 

movements, a field study to draw up plans, specifications, esti­

mates of expenditure for the ·materials that·may.be needed for 

·;a regional network, ,to study all special operational problems 

. such as tariffs,. t:o preps.re a training prog~amm~ aimed at . 

producing enough qualifi~d staff for .. :the proper operation .of the 
I 

.~etwork, a:rld, finally, to enter into negotiations tb ens~e the 
financing of the budget through the agency of .the ).i.frican 

Development ·B~. 

· .. : The preliminary .. field studies, as well as the pre-investment 

· studies cerriod out respectively in 1968-1969 and 1971-~1972 

·rollowing the 196~ meeting, which made it possible to collate 

tho collocti ve results or·· detailed and systematic .fe~sibility 

studies on nearly 30 countries of the region -and the subsequent 
Piill1\.FTEL regional meetings of 1972 and 1975, are the product. 

o'f co-operation between the' Co-ordinating Oobmitteo .. and tho. Member 

Countries er 

Thd Pan-.Lfrican Telecommunications Union (PATU) is in short 

the logical culmination o~ the efforts made over the years to 

sot up a regional telecommunications network. Moreover, the 

part play'cd 'by the· members of. the -p1;N.t1.FTEL Co-ordinating 

Committee (in particular the Oil.U, the ECil. and t_he ITU), which 

has resulted in t!. historic meeting, is well kn01rm and we need 

not harp on it.o 

The ECA sees the Pan-l1frican Teleco.rmnunications Union as 

a nat_ural successor of ~he . Co-ordinating Committoo whose role in 
I . . 

1 

.. tho development· of regional t.elecom.muni.cation has been chiefly 

that of a catalyst. I am convinced that the Committee will ' 

only wish to withdraw· from the scene ·after giving the Pan­

~:'l.frican Telecommunications Union every possible as·sistance during 
I 

the period of its inception. 
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ID:··Africa to. day, 'there are multinational organizations,· 

that oporate as unions in the ··.various fields of co:mr:ni.nication. · 

There ?-~·the _National Bro~dcasti~ and Television Union (URTNL) 
in bro.ad.casting, 'the ·PATU for post and t~).ccoLlfilunications, and· 

tho .. '...frican Posta.1. Vnion .i\PU in postal Servicese Those organi-: 

zations or '\ID.ions have one fundamental objective in common with 

tho Pan-} .. frican Union for Telecommun;ications, namely the cst~blish­

mcnt of adequate effective, and profitable intra-regional means 

of communication, that would operate in co-ordination., The 

Pan-l;..frican Telecommunications Ulil.ion should therefore contact 

those and other similar organizations. , It should co-operate 

with tho latt~r orgariization, 8 nd. there is no reason why it should 
. . ' 

not merge with some, if not al_l°. we· can perhaps sug~cst that 

~he- Pan-.l· ... frican. Tei~·comm.unications- Union should. devote ,Part of its 

resources to a' detailed study of the question .. 

I hope you will also c0nsider ,.the idea that the most 

iruportant function of the Pan-Lfrican Telecomrrr~nications Union . · 

··is- to promote the rational doyelopnient o~ all s·e_?tors · ~f cominuni­

cation through telecommunicat.ionsa I hope that unlik~ its 

~prcdeces~ors, the Pan-J,frican Telecommun~cations Union will not. 

devote its resources -~o the, sole purpose_ of preserv~ng its existence, 
but ·that it will cbtrin-pr9ctic~l results that will bo a µseful 

contributi-on to the development of telecommunications, _and I was 

about to_ express the hope that it will.abstain from organizing 

a host of conferences for pleasure. 

Ti1ank you for your kind ,_attention!! 

/ 
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'The Pan-African Telecommunication Union will~of course 

have mariy possibilitie·s of cooperating with the International 

·Telecommunicatiorl·Union. · I~.tha~ connection, it may be useful 

to look at the activities uridertaken by the ITU on·a worl.d-wide 

basis. . : 
I I t • ~ : I ' ' ' t 

... ··. '. " The'CCIR. aria: tl~~ dcrTT .examine, th~o~gh"their Study·~rbups,: 
q~estions ~i~.ing _in al.l telecommunication sect'C:>rs.. They. consider 

. the r~s:ults . of .. r_esearch ·in technology and issu~ recomrrie!;ldations 
\ 

which const~tute "l?he bas=i;.s of inte~nSttional standardizatio.n. So 

far, the main contribution to the work of the CCI Study Groups 

ha:s" com~ from developed. countries with sophisticated telecommu-

. ·nication networks and fairly high subscriber densities. · The 

.developing countries have, owing either to lack of' staff or to 

insufficient knowledge of the activities.of the +nternational 

Consultative Committees, as, yet ta~~n a very small-part .in the 
' .. . ~ 

work of the Study Groups •. \But the problems of .the developing 

· -countries, which have "fe-\~ resources, a minimal tel'ephone network 
" :and ofte.n 'long· 'distances. to be convered by their ~e;lecommuni.oation 

:./li?ks, are as· difficult to· solve as thos~ of the most .advanc'ed 

.technology.. Me therefore hope that the Pan-African .Telecomrriu-

. nication Uni.on will encourage the African .A.dminist'ra~ions to take 
· ., · a more active part in the· ·work ·of the ·consultative Committees, . . .. 

. · which will thus~ be able to study the spe·cific problems of these 

.. . .. 

countries. 

As for the radio frequency spectrum, it is, as we a11· 

know, a ·limite4 natura:i resource., Rational management of the 

spectrum is the duty of every telecommunication administration, . 

.. -. to be .. d;i..scha!'ged with the cooperation and· coordination of ·the IFRB. 

At a time when .an~~ever wider range of· frequencies in· the radio I 

sp~c~rum is used for long-haul systems, th~ role of the ITU is· 

of .... capita~,· importance~ i{ full. ~njoyment of this-. natural resource 

"-: ·is. to be ensured.· I am convinced that the Pan...:.African Telec6mmu­

· .. ' · nicatiO"n Union will, ·by .its work, facilitate our ·task in the: 
'nianagement of the ·.spectrum. 

'I 
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But it~is in the field of technical cooperation th~t the 
activities of ITU are· often befit known in Africa •. With the 

••• . t l 

Financi~l backing of the United Nations Development Programme 
I • :. 

(UI\T~P),_the ITU has carried ou~ a large number of proje~ts con~ 
cer~ed with the development of bot.h national a~d :Lnternat~onal 
telecommunication.networks in all the independent countries.of . : ., , . ' ' 

Africa. A.ssistance has lJeen gi v·en for staff training, frequency 
. ' . . 

manage:rp~nt .. , the ·development o;f maritime radiocommunications, the 
organiz.ation ·of A~inistrations, network pianning, pre investment 
surveys of' links and exchanges and in several other. fie'lds· ·for ' 
which international assistance was required to upgrade telecom.mu­
nica~~~n facilities in the various countries. 

·In 1976, a total -of appr·oximately 21 million United States 
dolia~s, about 1/3 of which was for Africa, was spent on technical 
assistance projects largely funded by UNDP and imple~ented:by ITU • 

.,· '. 

The project having the greatest scope within the framework 
, I 

of the technical assistance provided by ITU to the African 
countries . is the installation of· the .. Pan-African Telecommunication 
Network.. The purpo,se ·of this p·~oject is to bring ab9ut a general 
decolonization of-Telecommunications in Africa.· 

The ITU h~s been engaged in this grand desigh for more 
·than a q.ecade, starting with the preliminary studies to ascertain 
that the network would involve and foll.owing up with' pre investment 
surveys •. .As soon as we embarked upon the active.phase of project 

. ' 

implementation, the heads of states and governments of the count-
ries members of OAU decided to set up a 'Coordin~ting Committee 
consisting of the Secretary-General of OAU, t~e Secretary-General 
of ITU, the Executive Secretary of ECA and the President of ADB. 
The task of this Coordinating Committee 'is to keep ciose track 
of the rapid progress being made with P.ANil.F~EL, ~nsuring, perfect~ 

network integration;and.inden~ifying optimu~ sources of financing 
1 for the implementation of the complete project. 

\ 
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.The Coordinating Committee has held a number of successful 
meetings· 'and· it.s 4th report w111 be submitted to your Conference 

. ' . ' 
and to 'the next meeting of the Council of Ministers of the 
Organization of African: Unity. 

·'l;'he J;'emarkable results already achieved a~e due to the 
. . . 

concerted efforts of, all the members of the PANAFTEL Coordinating . . ~. . ' : . . ' 

Comrn.itte~, _namely ~he OAU, which provides the political drive, 
. '' '. '. . " ' . ' ' 

the ECA,, whiQh ·~S respensible for ensuring the.ha~monious inte-. 
• • • • • • • ,1 ' ' I 

grati~~ of' the economic development of the African cont1nent, the 
~ADB, actimg as financia~ consultant and ITU,. which played the key 

. role of technical &dviser. 

The outcome of these continuous and perfectly meshed 
activities. are so promising that the Heads of African States 

- • I ~ 

and Governments meeting in Kampala from 28 July.to ,1 August 
1975 adopted a .resolution instructing the Coordinating Committee 
to continue its effor~t;s. 

Pursuant to the terms of reference set out in this 
· resolution; the Coordinating Committee held a Conference of 

African Telecomfilu1rication Administrations at Kinshasa in 
Dcccaber .. "11975 which, ih addition to deciding on. the ·establishment 

. . 
of the Pan-African Telecommunication Union, .raised new problems 
for the P.ANi.&FTEL network relating to operation and maintenanceo 
With the financial assistance of UNDP, ITU is attempting to 
tackle these n~w problems and to. ~elp Administrations cope 
with the tasks involved in setting up the new network~ 

I ' ) 
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.. Neyortheless '· a sei--ious threat looms from Piili1illTEL. I am 
.referring ·to the waste of resources liable to b.e ·caused by 
the proliferation of' eartl;i stationso Large sums are being 

inves~ed. to set up extremely ·co·stly earth st,ations. without any 

gU:ar . .:mt·a.c. of genuine, improvement in .international tele­

communication fa.cilities since the telecommunication sfrvices 
of a CQunt~y cannot be ·said to be improved un~ess the inves,t­

ment made is rationally applied.to the harmonious develop­

ment ?f t~e n~tional and inter~ational networks. What is the 
point or· a country's havins·a very high quality link with the 

international ·exchange, when the local subscriber lines are 

of poor quality ? It is a:domatic that the overall quality 

,of a telecom..~unication linl~ cannot· be better· than that of 

the worst sectiono 
I .. I 

The Pil.Nll.FTEL networ:l~ was:··aesigned with- an eye not only 
. I 

to the main arteries to be installed between the capit'als of 
. . . . ' , ... : ~ ' 

coll:ntr~es but_to:the development of the internal_network of 
each c'ountry and to the riced for ·s~curing an- overall 

upgrading of telecommunications t~roughout Africao 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I was glad. to learn, a month ago, of the.decision taken 

. ·by the Arab-African.Conference in Cairo to establish closer 
cooperation between the- ,A~ab countries and tt\e African 

countries 'and to r~que_st the .Arab Banlt .for Economic 
'Development .in Africa (.ABED.A) to deal ·~i_th .the ·:financial 

assistance which the rich- countries are preparedito grant to 
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the less favourably .situat.ed .African countrieso This tYJ?e 
or' cooperatio:Q. is exe_Hpl°ary and gives us great -satisfaction. 

. ~ . -

·A_s·I have already annoill1:¢ed in the Telecommunication Journal, 
a. cooperation agre·::m~nt h~s recently. been signed between 

. ' 

··the 1~EI)J.1.- and._; ITU~. "Lrhich will facilitate. our; future· c9llaboration. 

The ABEDA and other funq.ing bodies are hound to play 
.. an.· increasing part in connection with the implementation 
of African cooperc .. tion projects in the futureo The agreement 

. between ABEDA c;:tnd I.AU will enable us 1to act a.s technical 
consultant for. projects financed~ by ABEDl-i. using the funds-. / 

.:in-:-tru$t system already employed for a number of our pr9jects. 
I am .certain that we are now at the beginning of a long and 
fruitful association. 

,. 

I-1r. Chairman, · 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As I pointed out a few moments ago, your regional Union 
will have. numerous :possiblilities for cooperation with the 
International.Telecommunication Union. This is provided for 
in the International Telecommunication Convention, Article 
32 of which states that 

I 

"Members reserve the right to convene regional 
confe_rences' to !Ilake ~egional arrangements 'and to form 
regi?nal organizations, for the purpose of settling 
te~ecommunication questio~s which are susceptible of 

·being treated. on·a regio~~l basis. Such arrangements 
shall not qe in conflict with this Convention~·" 
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/ 

I am convinced that this will in fact be the case and that 
fruitful collaboration will soon· be established between our two. 
organizations in keeping with the':p:i;ovisions of our Convention 
which is o~ course your Convention alsoo 

It is on this hopeful note that I should like to conclude, 
at the same time conveying to you, my best wishes for your 

success • 

............. ~ .. :.; . .::. ... ;. ... : .... - .. : .... _ ... .,,. .......... .... ~·: .. :.~;-~ ..... :.;,.: ..... ,..~ .... -~.:. • • 1' • . . ..... .... -. .... , ........... ,_ .. .,,..... ....... 
. ·--·-···---·· .. '·' . .. . .... ... . .. ..... ,. •' 

I 
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Mr. Chairman: 

> :Yesterday· we listened to a discussion· that we oonsideJ'.. extremely 

·.:regrettable. It is regTettable hecaus'e al thdugh the matter ·was very 

"simple,- ·yet·it has ·reve.aled a very grave confusion. 
I. 

l ' 

· Before .our delegation of Zaire took ~he floor yesterday we 
,.. ' . . . 

.. ~,shed to hear the !'ther .delegations, and ~o. give the· OAU A~si"stant 

Secretary-General the opportunity to supply all;, .the necessary informa­

ti~n: to .. the dele'gates to help. them solv:e ·the p~oblem raised by. 

Resolution CM/Res .401(XXIV) pertaining to the .seat of our Union·. 

This is also in.his capacity as Oau·secretary-General •. 
\ ,! \. • ·- ' 

,•' ', -
·•"' '•7 : ... ~ ,. t t' 

.ils the 0.AU Secretary-~eneral did no.t. do this, and considering . . 
that· the discussions .Yesterday were held in.an atmosphere_of grave 

. . , .. 

confusion, raising. ma tte1's. of· a. poli tioal an~ ;Legal nature that are 

so grave, ·the delegation of .Zaire fo'und. itself° compelled to take t~e 

floor at this morriing 1 s meeting to state its position. 

Also Mr. Chairman if 1du would allow the delegation of the 
~ 

R~public of Zaire to str~ngly protest to the OAU Administrative 

, General ·secr.et~ia. t for the foll~wing. ~~asons: . '( . r 

l. With regard to the que.stion of the decision taken by the 

24th Ordinary Session· of the Council of !Ministers and 
.._ 

ratifi.od ly the 12th b;rdinary Session of the Conference 

! of" Heads of State and Government'~ establishing the 

seat of the P~-Mr.ican Teleoommuni.c.ations Union in 

'' Kinshasa·, in this questio!l the ··a.AU Administrative 

General Secretariat keeping the archives of the 

Organization is in. a ver1 good po~:Ltion i;o }?.elp the 

Member States by supplying them with correct and 

exact ·informatio~, yet. it has once more shown a biased 

·attitude and hostility towards a Member State, name~y 

the Republic of Zaire. 

I , 

..,.-. 
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In fact the OAU -Administrative General Secretariat has 

all_ ~e necessary .means at· its disposal, to confirm the 

_- authent.ici ty and legality ·of R~solution CM/Res ~401(XXIV) 
pertaining to the establishment. of the seat of PA.TU in 

Kinshasa. Its apparent in.aptitude and its hesitation 
. . .-

in cominunicatfng these means of evaluation to the Member 

States meeting in~the PATU Plenipotentiary Conference 

amounts to a pure and· simple sabotage, contrary to the 

responsibilities and the prerogatives with which it is 

vested. 

3. The Authenticity of the Resolution 

Resoiution. CM/Res.401(XXIV) has been twice adopted, 

first by the 24th Ordinary Session of the Council. of 

·Ministers in· dddis Ababa in February 1975, and then . . . ' 

by the 12th Ordinary Session of the Conference of 

Heads·of State and Government in Kampa~a in July 

1975, that is five months la~er. 

In fact only reso.lutions that are regularly adopted 
I 

t,· ..... 

by the Council of Ministers, are raised in the form 

of re.commendations to be ~pproved by ·the Conference -

~f Heada,of State and Government. Such was the case 

with R~solu tion CM/R~s .401(XXIV)-" . The 12th Ordina;i:y 

Session of the Conference of Heads of State and 

Government in Kampala had to approve the resolu~ions 

of the 24th Session and the 25th Sesaion·~f the 

Council of Ministers. 

~The procedure tallowed by the Conference ·of Heads 

of State and Government in th~ approval of the 
• I 

Resolutions of both sessions was .~xactly the same. 

) . 
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According to OAU practice this prpce.dure ~onsists of 

approving with.out dis cus~ion·, ~he resolutions adopted 

regularly by the· 1Council. of ·Ministers, and. oniy examining 

in detail resolutions contested by the Council. of 

Ministers. 

This was not the case with Rewolution CM/Res.401(XAIV) 

which wa.s a.pprpv\ed by the Heads of State and G6vernm:ent 

among the resolutions that were not contested by the·. 

24th Ordinary se:ss~on of: the Council of. Ministers. :. 

So to allow doubt on the au then tici ty and regularity of 

the above-mentioned 'resolution is an extremely grave 

precedent from the, 0.AU Administrative General Secretariat; 

wh~~h thereby· allo~s grave doubt·. to ·be cast on the_ 
. . 

a~ihenticity and regularity of all resolutions adopted 

accor.ding to the same p~ocedure by the 12th Ordinary 

Session of the eonference of Heads of State and Govern­

ment, notably ~he resolutions of the 25~h Session of 

the Council.of Ministers. 

4. Legal. Considerations : I 

A decision ·adopted by the Conferex:ice :of Heads of State ~~ 
• 

Government; the "Supreme" Organ: of the .OA.U can in no way be contested 

by the Council of Ministers, and certa4nly n~t .by a teohni.cal meeting 

of Plenipotentiaries. 
. ; .. 

It is the duty of the OAU .Administrative General ·se'cretaxiat 

to draw the attention of the Member States to this important aspect 

~f ·the problem. In failing to do so the OAU Admidlstrative General 

Secretari-at -gia!\rely·_falls short of its duties, 
1 
·and -in fact are 

,_ 

deliberately bringing -about the oonfu~ion that has been raised on 

~his question, and which has· .le.d the ~~legates, undoub~edly in_ g?od 

faith, 'to contest a decision properly ·adopt~d by the. Heads of State 

and Government. 

' " 
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The delegation of Zaire regrets the spe.cious argument of 

procedural inf-ririgement that was raised during .. the discussion of· 

.this question. 

In fact a procedural infringement can only occur and be 

.invoked w'ith .refe~en'ce' to an 0.AU text or regulation, defining the 

pro.c~dure to be followed. · The. delegation: ol Zaire ~uld like to 

ask the OAU ..i\.dministrati ve General Secretariat to infor.m the Member 

States of the OAU text or regulation that has been violated by the 

adoption ef Resolution CM/Res.401(xXIV) by the 12th Ordinary Ses,sion 

of the Conference· of Heads of State and Government. 

\ 
At any rate, the delegation ef Zaire has proof that in the 

past, the Conference of Heads of State and Government adopted 

decisions on the Seats of Organizations. even before they were 

definitely established. 

Finally, in view of the regrettable situation created by the 

Administrative Secretary~General around 'this affair, the delegation 

of the Republic of Zaire is demandi.ng the ... \dminis.tra ti ve General 

Secretariat of the OAU, on the one hand, to provide the PATU 

Conference of Plenipotentiaries all the necessary information in 

•rder to remove all ambiguities and, on the other hand, to place 

this question on the) Agenda of the Fourteenth Ordinary ·session of 

· the Heads of State and Government which will be held in Libreville 

from 2 - 5 July next. 

Th~s, Mr. Chairman 1
, is the declaration that the delegation of 

Zaire wished t• make to shed light on the question, for the benefit 

of the honourable and distinguished delegates.of this Conference. 

The. ·delegation· of Zaire demands that this declaration figure 

in the minutes and reports •f this, and should be reproduced and 

distributed to all de~egates. 

Thank you very much. 

/ 
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Without wishing to take U'IJ too much of your time, 

I would like to draw attention to a certain attitudG I have observed 

which_, to saj the leaety does not nromote the t~e of coo1eration we 

want to see established among us. 

At the end of this m0l'ning•s Session, while the entire 

Zaire I delegation was still seated, the\ Re-nresentati ve. of the 
) I 

Secretary-Genera~ informed the Zaire delegates that by a d~cision of 

the Chairman of the Draftine Committee, t'he distinguished delegate 
\ 

from Botswana, the Drafting.Cqmmittee refuses to consider the counter-draft .. 

The.Zaire delegation does not believe this, for.it is convincGd 

that the com~etonce of the Drafting 'committee does not extend beyond 
. . 

-nreiiaring the texts and draft resolutions as they .are ado,.,ted'1 by tho 

Assembly .. 

! 
""-

This once a.gain.reveals, 1.h' Chairman, the unfortunate 

a.tti tu.11ie ,which the Secretary-General entertains as a. means of O!)nosing 

Member States, ., 

I would like in this connectio.n to ·emryhasize the fact tho 

relations between our tvro Heads of State arc such that there is not 

a shadow 'of misunderstanding exists between Botswana .and .Zaire, much . : 

less among the Peonles of ~oth countries< 

-,/-
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Aleo since I have the floor, Mr Chairman, allOl'' me to thank a.11 

those who a.re. of our o"'"'inion. ·and rightly belicNe that if we want 

seriousness to ~reva.il in Africa a.nd coo~eration among Africans 

·to "pe closerf we must resne.ct the rules and -n:rtinci,..,les". we· have ourselves 

la.id d<;>wn in our Charters and Conventions, etc .. " 

For this reason, my country,' Zaire, fully a.ware of all 

the nositions a.doryted a.nd realizing th0 gravity of the illegal stand 

the Pleninotentiary Conference, with it .. s snecial and limited 

comnetonce, has been led to take, solemnly announces tho withdrawal 

of its candidature for the seat unless this withdrawal is rejected by 
I 

thP. nrima.ry nronosers and vre are not a""lying for a.ny other uost ... 

litr delegation is.also on this occasion withdrawing its counter-draft 

reso~ution .relating to this. 

In this way, the Zaire believes it is acting in the best 

way to nromote the sort of increasing cooneration we desire for the 
. ' 

well being· of our resl1ecti ve ncoriles. 

Mr Chairman, the Zaire delegation rcouests tha.t for tho 

OAU archives, thi~ declaration ·should a.~~ea.r in the minutes and the 

re~ort of this Conference and it also requests _that it be roryroduced 

and distri butod to all .the delegations 01resent. 

-·1-

/ 
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.·.·'..:1finally, .Mr ·Chairmen, Zaire also rcJauests .tha,t .. ::this 

. ) tern be canccllnd from .thi:-~· agenda of the· He~ds of .. State Summit 

meeting, It hov-rever .reservns its right· t.o 'brand irt· -vri~h tl18 incomnotences , 

and irregulari tie's of the General Secretariat, 
1• 

· .... 
Thank you, 

... 

. \ ,• 

I ,\' 

I -
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RAPPORTEUR'S REPORT 

i. --The Conference of Plenipotent'iaries of the Pan-African Talecommuni.oations 

Union took place in Addis Ababa from 9 - 20 May 1977 • 

21 . .;.~~~· itlP,.ug\lral ·session of the Conference was held in th~ afterno"on of 

9 ~y 1977, The Administrative Secretary-General, of th~ .OAU7 •. H.E1. Mr4 William 

Eteki.Mboumoua cohducted,the.Ceremonial Opening. 
; . / 

, 3. Tl,le following coiµit_ries ana_ organiz9-tions att~nded the, Co~erenoe: 

Al~eria, Allgol~, Benin, Bot~wana, 1;3urundi, Cameroun, Cape V~rde, Centr~l 

African Empir~, .. Chad, .Congo,. Egypt, Equat9rial Gui]J.oa, Ethiopia,, ~bon, Ghana,. 

Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Ivladagasoar, 

Mauritania, Mauriti'µs,·Mo!?iambique, Niger, Nige:ria, Rw~nda, Senegal, Sierra Leol'iet 

Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Upper Volta, Zaire, Zambia. 

4. Serviced by the 'General Secretariat of the Orga~ization of African Unity, 

the Conference was also attended by the International Telecommunicn.tions Union 
' ~ . 

(ITU) and the UN Economic Commission for Africa. (ECA). 

5~ H•E. Ato Yusuf 4h.med1 Minister of Transport and Communications delivered. 

tho opening statement. · Opening statements \-:ore also mo.de by H,E. _Hr. Hilliam 

Eteki Mboumoua~ .Admin:iotrntive Soorotary-Gc~cro.l of ,th~ OAU and Mr.- David Ga.i1n.o, 
. -

Deputy EX:ocutive Scoretn.ry of tho ECA. rl1hc full tQxts of those· st~temento a.re 

attached to thio report as .Attaohraonts ;rv(o.),(b),&nd (o) respectively. 

6. · 0~ behalf of the Plenipotentiaries, the Heads of Delegations of IJibya, 

Ni.geria, and the C~ntral African Empire mad~ statements-in response to the 

st~tements made by the Minister of Ethiopia., the Administrative S,ccretary~nGra.l 

of OAU a~d Deputy Executive Secretary of ECA. 

I 
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II.-. ELECTION. OF THE BUREAU 

7. Foliowing tl;le Ceremonial Opening, the Conference elected. thc.Bur~au 

of the Confer·erioe, · composed of the following members: . . . 

a.-

Chairman: Came'roon. 

Vice-Chairmen: __ l ~.. Algeria 

· 2. Niger· 

'. 3. Kenya 

. Ha.pPorteur:·· . Botswana. · 

. The meeting then adjourned for the day.': 

III. ADOPI1ION OF THE AGENDA 

., . 

9. The Confore~oe.r~s~~d·its work.on 10 ~~Y 1977· at 10.00 a.m. At 

the opening• of the· ~ession, the Chairm,an informed the meeting of the arrival 

of Mr• Mohamed Mili, Seore:tary-General of the ITU ··and called upon him to deliver 
. : . ' . ~ ' . . 

his statement.· The full- text ·of the stat.ement is attached to this report. as . .. 

Attachnient IV (d). 
lOo The ·chairman ·then called upon the Cortferenoe ·to consider n1:ic1. adopt the 

provisi~na'i agenda.. The provisional agenda, containing 21 itcms7 was unanimously 
. ' ' ' ~ ' '.. ' . 

adopted. The agenda is attache4 :to this report as· :.Jl.ttaohr.1cnt I·. 
~ ' . ' . . . . . ' ' 

IV. . ORGANISATION Oli1 . THE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE 

11. . .The Conference decided to .adopt ··the following working ho-qrs: 

· Mornings : .. 

. -Afternoons: 

lo.oo,a.m. 

3.30 p.m •. 

l.oo p.m. 

· ·6.30 p.m • 

12. The Conferenc~ then electe~ a te~-m~mbcr Drafting· Committ2e, compcscd 
j 

~s follo':T.s: ·Nige'ria, -Upper, Volta·, Lesot~o, Mozambique·, Central' African Empire, 

Congo, Uganda, Ethiopia, Egypt ·and Libya.- The Rapporteur was to chair all the 

·meetirigs of.the :qrafting'Comm~ttee• 



. ··~ 

PATU/PL/Rapt.Rpte 
page.3 

V • ITEM 5 DRAFT RULES OF PROCEDURE 

13• The Conference then took up agenda item (5) dealing with,.tho Draft 

Rules of Procedure of the Conference of Plenii>otentiaries of the Po.n-Africcn 

Telecommunications Union. . / 

I 

14. The Draft RUles of Procedure of the Plenipotentiary Con:f'erenoe 

of the Pan-African.Telecommunications Union h~d embodied 38 Rules under. 

various.neadings. Iµ co~sidering.these Rules, the Conference made various 
1.'t) ' ' • 

amendments and .decisions, notably: 

a.) 
-· ' 

Throughout the Do,cument the terminoiogy ·ncorifcrenoe of Pleni-

potentiaries"· should ~e used instead· of "Plenipote~tiary ~onfercmce"I 

b-) · The terminology "Ministers responsible for ~ommunications'.; was 

amended to read "Ministers responsible for Telecommunications" 
.. 

wherey~r it appears. . 

c) Rulo 2 of the draft deali~g with. the results of tli.o deliberation 

of .·the Conference .of Plenipctcnti.aries was .deleted 'in ·dew of th~ 
fact.t~~t P~TU,being a Specialized Agency of the'OAU,would natur~lly 

use the normal channels to make knowi1 its decisions to the policy-
1 

making bodies of the OAU. 
'. 

d) Discussions. on Rules 6 and T ,dealing with the Sessions of the 

Confe~ence of Plenipotentiaries was ~usp~nded tlntil the Convention 
, I !' , 

/ was adopted in. view of th~ fac:t that the provisions of those. rules would 

reflect ~he adoption ~f the relevant ~art of the Convention· on ~po 

Sessions of PATU. 
' 'I 

o) . In Hu.le 9, dealing with. ·working languages, the Conference adopt cd 

tho usages of the working.languages· of the OAU. 

f) . In Rule 16, dealing with the agenda, the Conference decided that the 

agenda should be circulated 60 days .instead of ~30 dc.ys, before the 

opening of ordinary session., 

\ 
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. 
g) In Rule· 17, it was decided to ·add additional points on-the· 

·basis· of Ru;:tes 16 .. and ~ 7 o,f the Rules of Procedure of thG 

Council·. of Ministers of the OAU • 

_ h) With regard to ·Rule 37·, it was adopted wi !;h. the. pro_visio_n ·.that. 

it would be re:...examined· in relation·to technicai,bod.ies provided 

· for -'in th~ Convention. · ... ·' .... 

15~ All the' other Rules were adopted with minor amendments. T~e Conference. 
\ . 
then.decided to adopt the Rules as a whole when the Co?vention-had be~n 

. adopted. in view of those Rules that were held over for· considora.tion •. 

16·~~ The meeting then proceeded to consider the Report of· the Steering 

Committee. Accordingly, the Chairman gave th~ floor to the. Chairman of the 

. "s~_eerin~ Co~ittee, Mr. Bobo Camara. of Guinea, .the. C~airman ·of the ·steering 

.. Committee 'then·- introduced in extenso the activiti~_s which the Stoerinrf·Committee 
\ ~ - . ~ : . 

.. ha~ ~dertaken:in preparing the Draft Convent~on of PATU on the b~cis-of the 

draft prepare·a: by oAu· and ·ECA as well .,as other rele\rant inforrriatiori." 
ft .'\., 

·The Chairman thanked the Members of the Steeri~1~. Committee for the 

.~ork well do~<-:.~. 

~ 

.18, · · .. ~he Me<:3~~ng was then adjourn~ff until .-10.00. a:.m. o_n ~2 .,Hay_ 19_77., · 

vr'~·:. · coNsi'.DERAT.IoN AND A:OOPTION OF THE c01mNTI01'r oF THE 
PAN-AFRICAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS IBITON . PATU- SC• 2 -r Rev, .. l) 

AGENDA ITEM N0.6 

,19_ •.. · .. _Opening :i;he debat~ on this· .item, the:Chairman stressed the importance 
: '. - \ . ' 

·'of' i;he: Draft Conv~ntion. · "He went on to call on .~he Conference to avoid time-
.. -.....'. 

-~-

consuming ~actics -and pleaded for pertinent ·observations ·only, .:vo say-e, time • 

20. A delegate from Senegal ·reaffirmed the Chairman's words by adding that 

his delegatio·~· attached ~eat·· imp6rtance. to . th_e est~blishnie~t· of tha1 .;Uni_on. 

He how~ve.~»po.inted out .that telecomm~ica~i~n~~tiviti~s we~ c'iosely :Jeiated 
~ ' . I . . . ·'. , . 

to postal ·ser:Vices.· ·In most African countri~s both t~lecommunications. and 

postal services were placed under one ministry for proper oo-Ordine..t ion of 
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.; ~o~ication activities, he added• He therefore. suggested to the Conference 

··that it would be much wise to amalgamate the two serv1ces in a union taking 
'' \ ·' . ' . 
into consideration existing schedules on the' Continent. He concluded by 

saying that such wis~· .move Would have a little adverse effoot on OUr already 
. ' 

ohnttered economies .. as McrriJ:>cr States hn.vq. -t.o_ odntri but0 to ·the budget ·a.ft er all. 
' I 1· 

21. The delegate of Chana reminded the Conference that there already existed 

in Africa an African Postal Union responsibl;.e. ,for postal harmonization on t.he 

Continent.· 

22. . At this junct~~.e, j;_he Secretariat informed the Oonference th[l,t. ~~he 

·· · Se~reta:-ri~t of the ·Africu.n Postal Union had in fact already communicat.ed to the 

OAU its desire to become a specialized agency of the OAU in tho fiehl "or 

.; : ·1 .. ~-. •. ' • 

Pot:;tal Services. 

. ~ -
23. ·The dclegat~ of ·Nigeria introduced a 'somehow' compromis'ed propqsal. 

He suggested that, though his dele.gation f~lly suppo'rted the cro3tion of t.he 
. " 

P,an-African Telecommunications Union, 'it ·woulcl however like ~o sec that the 

two. ~frican Postal Unions·· presently in- existence should come t~g~the~· to form 

a greater unioi:i in the field of postal services. He ended by mc:-ldng reference 

to ITU and UPU, which.· exist as separate entities in their. respective. domains • 

.. 
24. . The delegate of Guinea made it. clear that his delegation was n~'t '.in_ 

principle against Se~egal's proposal, but that the 'marriage' was in fact 

not appropriate •. He added that telecommunications.and.postal services were 

not t}J.e same and .did not :r:E·rform the same services. He made references to 
• '• ' ' I ' • ' 

AFCAC 7 an OAU speciti1:ized agency in the fielcl of Civil Aviation, and the UAR, 

an OAU specialized age11:cy in· the :field .of· railroad s·ervices · o.s ~i.ell as URTNA 

and the Arab Te'iecornmUnications Union.:· He ~nded by calling the Conference's 

attention to Article 20 of the Convention,which outlined the ~elntionship 

between PATU ·and other x:elated int.ernational agencies. 
... \ . 

. . 
25... The Ministe.:r f.rom the Central African. Empire informed the Assembly .thE1t 

his GOvernment had regretfully recalled him, though.he intended to participo.te 

.fully·in tb:e debate "before his departure on 15/5/77 due to. th~ _imP0rta~ce of 

.t~e · i tern under disotissfon. · He supported Senegal's proposal ·that ·only one Union 

; .... ' 

j • ..... '' • • .:·. ~ • ~ ... 
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·should be created to oater for the needs of telcoommunioations and postal 

services. He further requested that the full text of his'speeoh should 

be ·included in the report. 

26• The delegate of Libya made it clear that the Conference s~ould.u.idcr-
' 

stand that telec:ommunications . and postal services were quite different 1 find 
. ' \ 

that any attempt .to blend them together .into a Union would m~ke their services 

ineffective. His delegation ~herefore supported whole-heartedly the establish­

ment of a telecommunicationsunion a~ .. a separate entity at all costs.· 

27. The delegate of Lesotho,-while commending_Senegal for its wise ~opcsal, 
'. ( ' "• 

added that such ·a proposal came too late •. Taking into account. the amount 

of groundwork aiready accomplished, he did not think it feasible to go back 

and draft a new.Convention-and start negotiating all over again. In fec:t this 
' . 

would ~oa.n . that delegates had to go back to thC?ir. various .countries. to. receive 

new mandates from th~ir respective Governments, he contended. He concluded 

by saying that perhaps at the end of the-Conference a resolution should be 

passed to. take into account proposals made by Senegal and seconded by·the 

Central African Empire. 

28• · The Congolese delegate said that his delegation firmly believed· in tho 

speeding up of dev~lopment of .the 'Continent but thought that Senegal's 

·proposal was appropriate. He, therefore, supported.the proposal mnuo· by 

Senegal and seconded by the Cent~al African Empire. He'requested that 

that propcsal be recorded in the summary records of.the Conference. 

29. At this juncture, the Chairman declared that ~ t looked· as ·if- the· coilscnsus 

was in favour of the creati?n of the Union as _a s~parate entity nnd suggesto~ 

_ .that ~he house move to examine the Draft Convention • 
. ( 

30. The delegate of·Upper Volta protested and.expressed regret .at the quick 

decision which the .Chairman has taken. He said his delegation fully suppo.rtccl 

Senegal 's propcsal both in terms. of. savings and . efficiency. 

31. The delegate of Botswana rri~ved that the house should move straight to · 

the examination of the Draft Convention since the Chairman had already closed 

the d~bate. 
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32. The delegat,e ?f Ivory· Coast said he was not in favour of the proposal 

made by Botswana,'as·most delegates had not been given ~he chance by the 
I • 

Chair to express their opinions. 

.33• At this_juncture, the .Qhairman suggested that the house s~ould vote 

on .Botswana's proposal, "That the Conference proceed to the examinntion of the 
! . • 1' 

Draft Convention"• 

In favour· 

Against .. 

25 
10 

34• The Conference thus decided to proceed to the examination of the Draft' 

. Convention, and inuncdiately took .up the Preamble • 
. 7'6 .... ' ; •• • 

35• . The delegate. _of Senegal made it clear that his delegation wci.s in no way 
. \ 

against the disctissio~,qf the Convention, and requested.that his position be 

' ::. rec.orded. 

, . 

36. The del~g~tion of Lesotho proposed that the substance should be examined. 

first, and then. 'tho editorial details. 
•" .. 

. 37 • ·On the preamble J ,.the "delegate of Guinea proposed the· fql~oYling amend.mont: 

!'.CONSIDERING THE! URGENT NEED TO DECOLONIZE TELECOMIID!ITCAT°IONS 

. NETWORK"• 

38. .The delegation of Gabon in its turn propased the following p~eambul.:'!.r 

pa.Ta.graph: 

"MINDFUL OF EXISTING PRINCIPLES OF THE ITUH .'·. 

39• Th~. delegation of Ivory Coast proposed an amendment to Guinea's 

amendment,' to make'it read as follows: 

"CONSIDERING THE URGENT NEED TO DECLOLONIZE.TELEJOMMUNICATIONS 
. ,IN AFRICA" o 

I / 

( 

40~ The Chairman then put to the vote Guinea's amendment, as amended by tho 

Ivory Coast, with the following.results: 

• ._"t,. 

In favour 

Against 

Absten'tions 

25 
2 

8 

I 

I 

,.. 

·• 
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41 • The Chairman then. ·pat t.o the vote th~ propcs~l of .Gabon; with, the 
I . 

£ollpwing resul~s: 
.· ·In favour 

• ·, ... t 

·12 

Again.st ia ·· 
· · ·:. ·.Abstention 
Gabon's proposal was thus rejec'ted. 

5. 

) 

42. ··'After several amendments and proposals, the Conference clccidccl that the 

preamble ·should coiinclude·with, "HEREBY AGREES AS FoLLoWS"• 

. . 
1 43·. On Article 4, providing ~or the Seat· of the Union, th_e· Secretariat 

'I • 

drew the att~ntion of the Conference to -two relevant .Fesolutions. of the ·Council 

· .. \' 

. • I , ' j ' I . ' 

.· of. Minist.crs , .. which· hc.1.d subsequently be.en endorsed by i;he Assembly of Heads of 

· State and Government. By resolution CM/Res .40:J. (XXIV) 1 the SeqrGtaria.t:·. explained, 

·.the Council decided that ·the Sea~ of the. Union, when the. Union. was eventually 

'." . .'. est!lbll.sh~d, ~hoh1a be~ in K~nshasa, Zaire., 1."lhile by. resolut~on, Civ1/res~·404(X.XI~) 
the-,. Council decided .that the ·Unio.n should pe estahfished.. _,. 

I 

._44, The delegation of Chad asked the·Secretariat to give ~he reference number 

conf~rming that the Assembly of. Heads of Stete·- arid Governm~nt .~a~ . 1 ~nd~rs_~~l 
Resdl~tion CM/RGa .40i (xxrv) at the 12th S'lirnmi t"in Kam:Pala in Juiy"i975~" "-_·:. 

t • • • • • ./ .. ~ 

45• ,In reJ;>ly, the Secretariat ~plained that resolutions of the Assembly of -
~ . I 

Heads of State. arid. Gove:::-nmsnt only bol'.G Assembly: reference n~bc.rs if the 

· ;.el~vant. sub.je6ts had/been originally debat:~d _by ·the Assembly~· where ··~~solutions 
were sent from the- .Co~cil of Mini.stars for the. a12pr<?Va.~ of th;e · ~~sscmbly, such 

:: . resoiutions retained their. Council ·of Mini.ste~·s r~ference numbers .eyel:J. /after 
.. ' .. -:.. ·" 

' . .~ 
. ··.· .. ! . 

... ·., 46. . Th~'.· delegate :of Lesot:Q.o s~ggested ·tha~ .the qucst_ion _of ·locating ~he 

. -He~.q.quarters· of -the Union ~as so import~nt that.\hfs delegai;.ion felt _tha:t .l:t 

... should be ·placed: on .the age!1da of ·the Confere_nce ~s·. a separate item .... ·Le~·otho 's 

;propos~l· was seconded by Botswana and Ivory Co~st.·. 
• I( 

~ • 1' • 

47 ... The. Chairman sµggested that tpe questio~·of ~h~ Seat be referred back 
'' ..... ' ' . . . 
to. the. Assembly o;f Hea,4~ of State and .Governmept,.in the fol'Ql of f).n ~ppeal. 

. . ,' ' 'l ' . ~' 

'. 

: I, 

\ r 
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48. The delegate of the Central A:rrican Empire requested the Secretariat 

to· pp.educe the mintj.tes of the approp~iate Summit. endorsing. the Com1oil of 

Ministers' decision that· the Seat of the Union be. located in Kinshasa. 

The Secretariat promised to do so as soon as possible • 

. 49. The delegation of Uganda dissociated itself ·from any move to al~er the 
. . ' 

decision of the Heads of State, and~requested that its position be recorded. 

It went on to ·bbserve -that the Conference of Plen.ipotentiaries was not .competent 
. . 

to refer the decision of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government back 

to the Assembly. 

50. Rwanda expressed the belief that there was no use of debating the matter, 

as the decision of the Council of Ministers, as endorsed"by the Heads of State, 

was clear-out. 

51. The de.legation of Gh~a read a Resoluti~n on the question. of ·t;he siting 

of .. the ·Head<iuart~rs of the Unionr passed by the West .African Sub-Regional Me,eting 

·on Telecommunications .Administrations in Lome in .March 1977. The Resolution 

'requested the OAU Heads of state to consider their decision endorsing Resoluti'on 

CM/Res~40l(XXIV). and -suggested that the OAU Secretariat· provide temporary head-
. I 

quarters for ~he it!nion. 

52. .The delegate of the Ivory Coast stressed the importance of the Resolution 

passed in Lome by the West African Group, and suggested that any decisiqn tcl<:en 

by.the Conference should talce the resolution into account~ 

.53. : Some delegates . suggeste~ that the Ohairman close the debate till the next 

day, ·to enable the Lome resolution to pe circulated by the Secretariat. 

54. , At the r~q~est of a ntimber of delegations, the Secretariat gave additional 

explanations on the implications of the decisions of the Council of Mi.~isters 
as r~fleoted in resolutions. CM/Res.401 (XXIV) and CM/Res.404(XXIV). The Secre­

tariat explained tha~ it was not· accurate to say_ that the. Council's decision 

to ·locate the Headquarters .in Kin_shasa was putting the cart before the horse; 

because, 'during the same session at which\ t~e Council made th~ decision on the 

looati~n of the Seat of the Union, the· Council also decided that PATU should b0 

established. The Council's decision on the location of the Head.quarters of 

the.Union was, therefore,.properly made~ Whether or 'not. the Confere:r;ice could 

_qtieStio~ the qouncil 1s decision, which h~ bee~ endorsed by, the Assembly of 

Heads of State, the Secretariat could not say, because such a situation had 

never arisen before in the history of the OAU. 
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55.. The de+egat~ of Zair~, while asking the Chairman to close the .debate, 

requested that his delegation be afforded opport~i tY,. to make a statement on 

the matter the next day. \ · 
: '( 

56. 'The Chairman then.put 'the matter to the vote, with the following. ~osults: 

For referring tho matter to the Assembly 
of Heads of State and Government 

Against. · 

Abstentions 

j • 

_, 25 

6 

4 

51.. · The Conference thus decided to_ refer the question of the location of the 

!. · ,' lieadquarters of the Union t6 the Assembly of Heads of State and Goverrunent ~ 
\ 

Tho Drufting Comr.iittoc wno charged with drafting· a resolution conveying the 

Conference's decision. 

. I ' 58. The delegation of the Upper Volta explained,-and requested that it be 

rsoorded that the decision to refer the matter to the Assembly of He~ds of . . . . 
State and Government 9-id not imply that . the Co.nference of Plenipotentiaries 

intended t\) question the decision of the Summit or any hostility intended 

to the Member Stnte concerned. 

59~ The Chairman, in closing the debate on the matte~, appealed to those 
. 

. Member States which were interested in hosting the Headquarters of the Union~ 

to advise the 9AU General Secret~ri.at, adding that .Angola had already done so. 

60. The meeting then adjourned.unjil 10•00 a.m. the next day. 

61. When, the debate' .. on the Convention resumed., the Chairman re.minded the 

"Conference of~the heavy progranune before it and pleaded for' speed in the work. 

62• The delegation of Zaire, ~hich·was the first to speak, refer~ed to the 
~ l • ' 

previous .d.aY"'sdebate and P:r-otest~~ vehemently to. the Chair on the wc,y tho 
. . 

decision was taken to refer the question of location of the Headquarters of 
) 

PATU to the next OAU Summit. He ch~rged the Secretariat with being i:nrtinl 

and hostile to his country as the OAU Heads of State and Government had in 

Resolutio~ CM/Res.40l(XXIV) decid~d to locate the Union's Headquarters in Zniro. 

\ , 

/ 
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He .r.~quested ·that an i tern be placed-on_ the--cigenda 6f th'e Assembly of Heads 

of Stat'e- and--Oove~nt_ on·-the matter. He .conclud.Gd..-by_.charg.Uig tha.t the 

OAU · Scci:~tari~t had failed to do its work, since it had not provided the 

Conference with all reievant informational material. The full text of ·the 
statement i~ attached hereto as Attachment V (a.)• 

.. ' , . 
I • \ 

63. In response to the stateme.nt of tho dcl-egation of Zaire., the· A~sistant 

Seareta:ry:-General in charge of Economic,ahd Social Affairs explained ~hat 

the secretariat .. did· not take part in the debate, but· did its be~t to assist 

the.Conference by makillg available to· it the information.which it neQdcd to 
\ . . . ' . . . ' \ 

be able t~ arrive at a. .. decision. The, Secretario:~ did·»nott_ ths:ref~e,-aooept 

responsibility for. the ~decision which the Conference had tak~n,. he s~i~d~ . 

He concluded.by.saying .. that, if· the matter was inscribed. on the ~:~itbe 
\.._ - ; 

next QAU Summit, the ~Secretariat would simp~y play the tape on whiqh the 
... ' . . . . " -

. d.iJ;o.WIJt.il.ion on Ar:ticle 4 was recorded, since the J;r.roce.odings o~ .. 't;.ha Conference . .,. . . 

were. being t·aped. (Also see paragraph .. 71. below) 

64·• The\ Oonf'eronee then moved to consider ·Article 5 of the ~a.ft Conve13:t~i..on.. 

65• Ni~e~ia. proposed tho.t Articl·e 5 (a.) be amended to read:: 
; ( 

"To maintain and extend Mrica.ri....CO-Opara.tion._among ·Member States. ~ 
. \ . . I 

theJ improvement--·and. rational use of telecommunications networks and 

services"·· The amendment was accept~cl. 

66. Articl~' ·5{b). was rilso 'amended to read, "To" promote. the standardization 

<and co-Ordination of tcleoommunications networks among' Member· States of the 

Union". ·one delegate proi)osed ··that -pa.ra€;r~phs (c) and (d) ·of Article' 5-~e·, 
reworded and combined into j one p~ragra.ph. ,,, Thus' the delegation 

1

of' the 

Ivory Coast proposed the.folloWing amendment which was ~cce~ed: 

"To se_ek to harmonize tariff structures .between Member States.with 

a view to the establishment of tariffs compatible.to good'se:I-vices 
. ) . 

and i1:1?-ependent financial management of telecommunica.tiOns" • 

. . 
. Ot~r .. ·subs~quent. :Para.graphs under Article 5 were a.mended as follows: 

( 

I ... 

. ... · 



I 
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, , __ ·: {g)_ __ ~Q_harmoniz~J-as-f'~-as-possible1 __ tha~P.QSi tion o:r-_·Member States 

,, of the Union during international meetings affecting telecom-:-

· ·. munications in accordance with OAU prn.ctfoe; 

(h) To pl.l.blish information_ and researcih materia.ls.relatirig to teleconl­

munioations for the benefit1of all Membar States of the Unio~ and 

'to encourage 'the exchange 'or informa.tl.on and a:ta.ff batwoen ~ 
· adminis·trations of· the ·Member States. ..I 

· {i) · To take, on the x·equest of ~mber States...1 a.11 a.ppropria.te mc't-sures 
,i'. ·, 

to find funding sources· for surve;Ys and. i.mElementa.tion of tclocom-

(j} 

. __ Article 6 

~ . 
munication projects • 

. · ,. 

To encourage and assist Member States in the establishment and 

developnent of·: telecommunications industries. , . 

68. .':The ·delegate of' Cape Verde proposed that Organs of the Union be classifit:cl 

as follows:-

(a) Permanent Organs 

l. The Conferance of 
Pleri.ipotentiaries 

. / 

· 2. The AdministJ:'ative Council and 

.3~ TJ:.e '_General Secretariat., 

I ' His proposal was accepted unanimously. 

Article 1 
I 

(b) Non-Permanent organs 

Administrative and .. 
Teohnioal Oonf"erenoes · 

69. Sub-paragraph (b) of pai~agraph 1 of Article 7 was amended to read 
. '-

as follows: 
_.) .-

,· 
~· 

"It shall_ convene. in an Ordinary Session every. four years. At the 

-request of a ~ember State, subjecto the agreement of.two t~ird.s of 

Member States 7 tho Conference shall meet in an extraordinary session". 
I - -

'Paragraph 2(a) was a.mended to reas ag follows: , 

"Review the Conve:rrtion if it· feels this to be necessary.I' 

/ 

'1 
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'Other. pci.ragra.Ph,s· werEY' amended i{o read. as follows : 
"'- . 

2(b) determine t~w .g_c:aerc..l pv:Ucy ·~-J'l:i.i'ch the· Union ~must ·.·follow 

in order to achieve the'objeotives laid down in Article 5 
of tl;l,e pre.sent .. ,Cqnventi6n; . 

. . . ~ ' ~.. j:. .: ' ....... ~ :.~. . • . .. _-: . • . f ' ' ... • • ' • 

2(b) .. e:X:amirte>~n~· a~prove the progra~e ·~f acti vi ti~s ,~~d the accounts 

of the Union a~d determin~ th~ ceiling of. 4 years budget until 

. the n~xt Conf'er~~~e o·:r· 1~1e~pot~ntiaries;. . . . . .~ 

2(e) decide the· scale of ·ass·essment of Member Stat.es; 

2(f) establish the syructure of the General S~cretariat and elect· 

the Socrei;ary-General and the Assistant-Sec'.re~ary-General ?~ 

the Union, and fix. their --salaries. and other cond.i tions-of'_.servi.oe..;... _ 
- ' ·--

2(i) -- ·adopt,· at the'; cionciusion oi its sessions, .a report a~dressed to 

all Member States as well as to the Assembly of Heads of State 
\ . 

·an~ Gove:mment of the Organization o:f African· Unity (OAU). ·: . 

· 2(d)·was deleted 7 while 2(g), 2(h),. ~(i), 2(k), 2(1), 2(m) were P3.ssed 

without a~ amendment,_. 

Article 8 Aclministrn.ti ve CouncH 

70. The debate on Article .8 conccnt!,ated mostly on two issues: eligibility 

of the members of the .Ad.I!>:inistrat:l.ve Council for re-ele'ction and the size of 

. the Council. After c long debate, ~he Conference decided that: 

{' 

a.) · The members of the Council should serve for 4 years· and be ·eligible 

for re-election; and 

.b) The Council should consist.of 13 members, distributed as follows. 
I 

among the 5 /sub-regions of Africa: 

West Africa 4 seats 

North Africa 2 seats 
I 

Ee.st " -· 2 s~nts 

Southern " 2 seats; and. 

'ce.ntral ft ... seats :J 
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·71. Before the Conferenoe took a final pcsition on Article 8, t~e Chairman 

intGrl'llPt.ed .. ·th'.e-.lieo8:te_ ~n~invited the· OAU Legal Advis~r<to ··adVis~-' the. 
I • 

Conference'on-the el~Qtions of_ the Secretary-General sind the 'Deputy.Sporetary-

.General. On learning, in the course of his appearance before the- Conf~rence, 
' ' ~ . 

tha.~ t~e Conference had not_completed A~icle 4 ~n spite of resolution CM/Ros.401 
. . • ' . , , . I . . . 

· · (XXIV), the Legal ·Adviser advised the Conf~rence that, since the ~solution. 

had been endorsed by. the Assembly of He~ds of ~rite and . Gove~e-nt; it would 

be illegal and improper for the' Conference not to comply_ with that resolution, I . '/ 

.unle.ss the Con:fere~cie ;had .new ·ev:j.denoe which would h.a.ve· l~d t~e .As~embl:y t·o~..;.;:. 
- Cdeoide differently on· the matter, had that I e~'dahce "been •presented to it. 

Article 9 
, ...... 

72.,:...__,P.a.ra.graph~· 7(a) of. this Article: was· deleted.· 
' -.. .. ' 

Artiol~' 10·· · · 

·73. A. new Article 10, proposed by the Ivory Coast was adopted by the Conference. 

Article 11 - Fina.noes of the Union 
: . · .. ?' · .. ·: ."'. .•. 

74• Para.graPh.:2(o) of this Article was reworded to read as.follows: 
' ' 

"Each Member- State to pay in aocordanoe wit? .. the Scale of Assessment t\pproved 

by the Conference of Plenipotentiaries". 

Article 12 .. -. Legal Status of the· Uni·on 

75• ·para.graph 3 was amended to read."Immunities acoo~ded .in pla~e of.,. 

immun~t ie~ . recognized". 

Artiole:13 
' \ . 

·' .. ~ . 

76. " A new scntenoe waf? added to read -as follows: "Nothing in this Convention 

shall.affect the rights of· Member States of the Union t? devel~p and regulate 

their. te+eo~mmunioe~tions networks and services". 
' \ 

Articles 14, 12.,___!6 and 17 

....... \ .. 
After a brief discussions of these Articles, the Conference accepted ' 

their texts with minor amendments. 

Artiole's 18 - 27 

78. Accepted with minor amendment. 



\ 
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79. The follo~.Jtew-~ -~-·.G.U.bsti.tui;sd---£or-·the- or:lgj.na.l. .. cit&i 

(b) ;for three consecutive years fails to pay its financial· 

. ·obligations,· 

(c) fails to respect the decisions of the .Conference of _Pleni•-· -. ~ . ...~ ~ ' 

potentiaries" which are binding on all Member ... State.s, .. 
' ~ . 

Am:?lfoation ·of Provision§ of the International 

.. Teleoomrmmioations Union .(ITU) 

60• ~·. The· text w~s improved to. read as follows: 

(a.) 
' 

(b) 

The Pan-African Teleoomrnunioa.t-ions Union shall aet in aooo:d~­

wi th ~he relevant provisions of the ITU -~vGn.tMm,, in £~•:· .. " 
and in particular, those articles refering to the setting' up 

~f regional organizations, 

I 

reference should be made to the ITU Convention and its appei:uiioes 

regarding all matters not mentioned in this Convention. 

The proposals were accepted. 

Mepda Item No. 7 - _Administrative. and.Financial Arrangements 
' \ 

81. . A representative of the General Secretariat introduced the doetiment on 

this item. 

82.. . The delegate f:r:om Congo proposed that the House should first of all 

consider the Structure of the Secretariat -- ntunber of Dep~ments.and 
' \ 

personnel, etc·. This proposal was accepted after a lengthy exchange of vi.ews~ 

The Chai'rman set up a Committee hecl.ded by Cameroon to study\ the Structure 

of the ·Secretariat and the \draft. budget prepared by the OAU Secretariat Doc. 

PATU/PL/WP/4 part I, with a view of recoirunending to the ,Oonfer.enoe a minim'Wll 

budget for one yea:r. 

83. The Committee proposed: 

a) An annual budget of US$700,ooo. .. 
b) Besides tlie Office of the Secretary-General and the Assistant 

) 

Se9retary-General 1 the following three departments: 

i) Administrative and Finance .Department, 
1 

ii) Technical Department, 

iii) Technical Co-operation and Operations Department. 

·~ 
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84., ~-e.-~-4eba:te.,-ltlhi~ ~~~a-;ed on ·the £i.nan.o:L.al t-esources -. ~ . . . ~ ' 

of the Union, a consensus was reached on the,.following budgetary provisions: 

I 

(a) .f<>r- firs~, .~'?¥.~·•.•••-~·~ .. ~,, ... ~ .• ···~;.A•u.. US$300,000 

(b) for seoond, ye.a:r ..... • •.• ~ •.•, •••••••••• • • 500,000 

( o ) for third year .•••• o •• ! .• • ••.••••• • • • • 6001000 

{d) for fourth ye~~~·~·~; •••• , ......... ~ 800,000 
1 ,..... • • ... • ... 

Items 8 & 2 , - Election _of the· S~oretwy-Gener~_anS. 

the Asa}.,stant seoretary-General, 

8.5. The ·delegate of Rwanda stated that he coUld not see the pra.otioa.bili ty 
. . \ 

of having the ·elections .·at this stage, a~ .the COnvent~on has not been sig.lled, 
f . 

He ?dded that if eleoti.ons took pl~ce,. hj.s delegation .would re~es~ t~e C~~r 

to reopen _certain issues on which the. ·conference had ta.ken de.aisious es.pe.oia.J.ly. 

the quest i9n of l~o~tion Qf the Seat of' the Union, which the Conf'erenoe had '' 
' ....... J. ,'' , • • 

decided to.r~fer to the next PAU.Siunmit. 

86. : .. : The :d~legate of c.amer0~n observed that there wa.s not suffioient evidence 

in lega~ terms th.ai ·the' Con~ention had been ad.opted or sigued. He, suggested, 
therefore, that deoisions on these two itemo on the ngenda be postponed ui1til 
after the Summit will have tak~n a decision on .the Seat· of the Union.. Tho 
positio11 .. of Cn,meroon wao s_upportod by many.other delegations. •. 

) 

87. The del.~gat~ of,. Ghana, however, disagreed with this pos~ tion, · arguing 

that the OAU Charter did not mention the Seat of the Organization. He made 

reference to other organizations., like the UN_ and OCAM, whioh ·have simi_~arly· 

not referred to their S~at in their oharters. 

88, Zambia,. J4ber:l.a., Libya and Lesotho supperted Ghana. and demanded.that 

elections proo~ed. 

. 89. The Collferenoe, however, aooepted a compromise proposal by the Ch~rman , 

'- that a resolution be ·passed requesting that the Conference re-convene within 

six months aft~~ t~e 14th Ordina-ry Se~ sion of the OAU Assembly of Heads of 

State and Government .for the purpose _of o,ompleting its ·work ... In the circwns­

tanoes, the Cha.P"man fur:ther suggested _and ·the· Conf~rence agreed, that:: electiono 

of the Sec~et.ar,y-Oener.al and the Deputy Secretary-General: would be p0stponed · 

to the resumed prooeedings of the Oo.n:ferenoe. 

, .. 
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90. 'Tha-"on:E~renoe-unani.mous.J.y_~~-.det'~--this-- item to. its re.sumed 

session, as ·~~ed ·at parag.ra.Ph.,·~9--abo~e~ -:·Nevertheless, -.the., foll~~· . , 
' . . . 

'i 
Southern Afrioa ,, 

• iii --.. ' ·- , •• • ~ "\ 
• ~ 'ft P.,,' 
. ' ' 

,,,-. -..... 
l~- . ,~tswana 

' • 't .., .. • • " 

. ' 2 • Lesotho 
' • t" II. • ;. • • :-. • ' I , .' ' 

. . 
East,Africa ' •· .... . ,• •· . 1,. •. Kenya, . 

2 •. Ethi~pia:· 
.. ·,,,«·, .. "' 

I 

Nigeria. -· 1. 
2 ': Cape-Verde •. 

West Africa 

3. Ivory Goa.st 
4. Algeria 

Ex:oept for the North~Afrioa.n nominees, all other candidates were 
/ . . " . 

una.nimously .. .proposed-- by the sub-regions -oonoerned • 
. ' 

, 
\ 

91. The.delegate of Ethiopia suggested that the Conferenoe ~f PleniPQten-, 

tiaries should establish a Credential's·Coinrnittee to ex~e all the oreden­

·. tials whether they .a.re valid' and report back to the Conference of ~lenip0:ten-
, I • . . ' '. . I ' ' 

, tiaries. Tho~h ma.l\X d~l.egat~s supp9rted :the. suggestion,-~ the Con,ferenoe 
T " 

took no definite.decision on .it. 

.• 

92. The Oonferenoe·9then requ..ested the Drafting Committee to.draft a ~solution 

covering the following points of consensus: 1 

,. 

a) tliat' 'the Conference had decided to establish the Pa.n-Afrioan 

Teleco~unioatio~s Union, 

·· b) that the Convention should pe initialled by all the delegates,.and 

o) thJt the Ad.mini strati ve Secretary-General of ·the OAU should . . . 
convene a Conference of Plenipotentiaries within six months after 

the Fourteenth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State 

and Gove~ent, ~y.which time. th.e Assembly woul~ihave given.guidance 

on the_ques~ions.of th~ Seat of.the Union •. 

93• The· delegation of Zaire made a statement announcing the withdrawal 

of Zaire's oandid.aoy for th~ _Seat ~f the ~on, ~s well as a res9lution 

they.had.proposed on the matter ~d the' ~equ~s~ that the matter be inscribed' 

.on the Agenda of the_.14th o.Au'~it~ . ) . 

\ I 

. '\ 
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94:. · · ··l:n.. Napon.ae..._ve.l'iou.a-dele8ations extl:'as&ed ..the. -view tha.t it was 

not.up to the Conference to.accept or rejeot the withdrawal of Zaire's 

. oandida.oy • " . ' 

: \ 

· 95.. At the requ.est--otf-.. :tb.e .. .deJ.Gga.tion-.-Of,..zaire,,-.it.s -sta.tement is ~ta.ched 

hereto-in· 1 ts--ell.tirety as .Atta.ohment V (b). 

96. T.b,e Conf'erenoe then went on to discuss a. dra.tt Nsolutien on the 1 
, 

Sea.t .of the Union whereby the .matter was. referred to the 0ounoi1 ~Ministers . 
of the OAU tald.ng into .a.ooolUlt resolution CM/Res~40l(XXIV). The. aotlterEm.ce : . . I 
adopted the. resolution unanimousl;r •... Th,.e delegation of Zaire entel'ed ite 

' ~ ' ' ,. 

reserva,tion on :this resolution. 

REPORT OF THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE.ON PANAFTEL: 

I ' 

97. The Conferenoe then ~eoeive~ a:progress re.po;pi; ·or the Qo-ordi.n;a,ting 

(
ComnU.tte» o~ th~ ·)P.)a.n-.African'-Teleoo~unioati~ns JlTatwork (PANAi'TEL) •. ·~ ,. 
Doo. CM/829\XXIX . , ·, 

~.·· ... , , . ..: : ..... ~~h::: ..... , £~ ... ~~: -· ... ~ -.. ·. .·~,, 1 ~ ' 

98. The representat~\!'e 'of ,lTU requested all delegates to provide the ITU 
! •, t 

with a.DY.' .Ob~~~at?-QnS, ,pn·_ the,. report in order .to Up-date the· a.n.ne::es ·Dontai.rtj.ng ' 
1 the v~ious ~t~es: of the implementat~on and financing of- the project. , ·. 

99. The Conferenoe noted the report and then adjo~ed ~or the ~~ 

100. The Conference reswned its Session on 20 ~ 1977, at 11.30·a.m. 
I ' ' •Al' 

It had before it two draft resolutions: 

, a) Resolution on the \Convention a:na. the .Rules of Procedure 

of the Pan-.A:frioan Tel~oommunioations ~on, and 

b) Motion of thanks. 

101. Minor amendments were ma.de on the two resolutions, after which they 

were adopted unanimously. 

102. The Conference, then.adjourned to reswne its work in the af~ernoon. 

CLOSING SESSION 

I 

103. In closing the prooeedings of this part of the Confe~enoe's Session, 

the Chairman ma.de a statement in-whioh'he. asaee&ed the Confereno~ 1s achieve­

ments. 
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104• The·~µ~~pt.ed--'b~-the__Conf_~~~"-.Ot.--l'J.en,ipotQJl.t~ea 
are present~d· h~re~der: 

\ '.... "" _l. .. ',., .. 
\ 

_PATU/PL/Res.l 

pM_1u/PL/Res~·2. 

ATTACHMENTS 

105• ·. : Th& ... £ollow~..ara. . .a.t.~ ~ts -this Jlell()rtl 

I.' The Agenda of the Conference 
II. Rules of Prooedure of the Conference ··ot 

III. 

. IV~ 

Plenipotentiaries · . ' ' 
, , I , 

Convention. of the Pa.n-Afrioa.n Tel~ions Union 

Op'efJ.ing eddr~sses by the _Minister of Tra.llS~ anti ComrmJl'it:at-~ . 
of Socialist Ethiopia, .Administrative s.e~ret-~eral of OAU, 

-'Deputy Exeouti ve Seor.eta.ry of ECA, and Seoretar~al -ot· iltJ-.. . .. ' 

. V. Statements by the Republic of Zaire.· 
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