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~. . . .. ' 
INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

In conf'ormi ty_.wi th Article. 15 of' the Rules of' Procedure 

of' the Council of' Nipisters aJ]._S .. lt;iJ.ih the pertinent provisions of' ... ··-·-·- ·--~-- -··-·- -····- ..• . . 
the regulations of' the General Secretariat, the Secretary-General 

has the honour to hereby, submit h~report on the main activities 

o·f'"-th?:) Organizatio11 of' African ,Unity,_ from the J.~nd OrO;inary 

Session of the Council of' Ministers held ir.>:. Fe_l;>p.J~ry. 1·979,. in 
.• -· l - t • '. • • ' •••••••••• - •••• 

Nairobi (Kenya), up to the present Ordinary Session of the Council 

of' r~inis-cers' Ju],y 1,979. 

.., .... . . . 
The rieport of' Activities of the General Secretariat is . . . . .. ' , . .. , ... · ,· 

submi ttec: to the JJrd OrC.inary Session of' the Council, in four 

·parts
1 
orga~:ized 'a~ 'follows: 

PART I: 

PART II: 

Intr<;>duction to the ,l~eport ._~f, ,t):te Se.cretary­

General. 

Report of the Secretary-General on the 

activities of· the Headquarters .... --------- ---· 

r ART III: · Report of'.th~' Se'c;etary-Gene:r.;.l on the 

PART IV~ 

activi-ties" of =t:p.e' Execub.ve Secretariats anc 

the Regional Offices. 
--·---.---.,..--··-· .... -

Reports of the _:Sp_ecialized Agens;ies of .. the OAU. 
~ I ' . ' - • • 

In practice, the Reports submitted under PART IV, to 

the Council, are for information, since the appropriate bodies of 

these Agencies '"auld have had opportunity to discuss them in 

detail. 

As is custumary, the Report under PART II ocvers the 

activities of' the Secretariat in the following fields: Adminis­

trative affairs, institutional and financial affairs, economic 

affairs and co-operation, Scientific, social, educational and 

cultural affairs, political affairs and decolonisation. 
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Administrative and financial affairs are only reported in brief 

since they are comprehensively dealt with during the February 

Sessions of the Council. 

This Report being a synthesis of the activities of 

the Organization of African Unity, in the various fields of its 

competence during the period under consideration, the Secretary­

General refers the distinguished dele5utes, for detailed informa-

tion, to the specific ·reports prepared on each of the i terns in 

the .Agenda of the Council of Hinist.cors. 

'-'··-·-----·-· ---··-· ..... _, -·-·-·· 
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ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF ADMINISTRATION AND CONFEEENCE 

SERVICES 
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...... _ 

ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OFADHINISTRATION AND CONFERENCE SERVICES 

Introduction 
--

Since thee ·Thlrty-'-Th:i.rcl'··ord:fnary Session of' the ·.Council 
•· 

.) ~:f Ministers is essentially int9,nded to devote its .attention and 

·deliberations to p P1i tical, e conomi.c. development ancC =c·o:.. operation, 
• "' • ' l- • ;.1 

education, __ science and social affairs otl:ter than administrative 
J ·: ~ 

matters ;;hich by Oi;.U tradition are dealt with durin'g .Admin:i.stra ti ve 
::.. ~ . . . 

and Budgetary Sessions of' the Courici1 'i'rl February, the i~eport on 

·the field ·of. Adm;ini:j.tration ar"d Conferences ••ill simply comprise a 

s~mmari~· of .t.h.e most:·,-~o~~~uicuous·~ac·:;i~ities of' the Crganization in 
J "' ... 

i" . ! ! '. 

those .. fields, for the 'period und~~' revie~io - _) . -~ . ·:: - .. . . . 

:''""' ... 
-' 

.~ecrditment of· Staff &-Filling "of Vacancies~ 
- - . ' : 

The> Administration has made 'considera:ble· efforts to 

fill some vacancies '1-Jhich had ~"i~ste~·- f~~ s;,m·e tim:~. To lighten 
~ ; ·- . . 

'tl::e burden of 'considering the filling of- vac'~ncies ·'at one meeting 
. :·; - . ,. - . ':'.'•, ;~\ . .. . 

and to pay,greater a-ttention to administrative· and ·rebruitment 
-~ . - . . 

d_etails aime"d' e.'t selecting th~- best' possible. ··candida~es taking 

into consideration all other e"ssemtial e·lewent·a; a system of 
.. _r 

dealing uit:h matters of recruttment by the' Joint Adm:L'nistrative 
• ' ._ , '; I •• Committee for Appoir;.tments·and Recruitment on a departmental 

.; .. 
basis,.has baen introduced. 'By this system, priorities·ars esta-

blishe~_end the needs 'of the DePartments ara caterG~ foro The 

advante.ge of this system lies'·'i·n the fact th;it meetings of the 

·.j oint-~Ldminis-tra ti ve Cor.'!m:Ltte~· for. Appoint!llents & F.ecrui tmen t 
----··----=- --~--- ... _ .. _____ . ' . ,_. . . . . . . .. -.r. 

ar& -schectil:lea:wnen-.. "tn:e·"Assistant··s':'cretary-Genera±- responsible 

for the De:r-art':'e,nt· is avai-lable,. to aff'or.d him the necessary 
. . " . . . - -· ._ . - '~ . 

oppOrtunity to_ bE:.: present- at the Join{ Jiecruitment Board !{.ieetingso 

.The Joint kdr.,inistrative Comm:i'ttee for Appointments anC. Recruit-

ment _.is ;undGr ·Gh$ n~v~ system ~req~i·red :o c8nvene. at regular 

intervals to ensure tha·t vacaii.cies are ··nOt lef't unfilled for too . 
To ez;pedi te the., 1·JOrlc of the Committee, the General 

c:i 

-~~ ,: . 
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. ' 
Secretariat would like to implore Member States to take an active 

interest in the advertisement~ of vacan~ies and to respond to the~ 

to give the C6nwittee a wid~r_scope of selection of qualified 

candidates. 

. -· 
.:.: .... One of. ... the-.cr:iter:ia,_., __ "!;Jj.e G_e_!lei;:al Se-cr"'~ai::.:ia:t would •like 

to see appliea in.the recruitment cif staff members, ·is regional 

.and na.tional--div.er,..ificatiqn. Although th:is ·should not be the sole 

criterion and should not be used to ju•tify the_appointment of 

perso;;_~- who are• ino.t .J3:U.f'f:iciently' and adequat"ely q'-',fllified, r.one-
' . . . • ;., r;.' ' , .... (' - . - ... 

theless, this· "'hou_ld ge,. ~a,ke~ s_uff:i..cieil't'J:y:rn.t·o· a,oco~r.:t to en,..ure, 
.. . •.. . .. 

as far as possible, that all OAU 1!ember State~>··ar:e represented 

Vli thin the General Secretariat. 

The decision adopted by the Thirty-Second _Ordinary Sessio:::1 

o:t_; the Co-)J.noil o:f h\:i,n,ist_ers ir;t. Nairob;i by which_.~ec.~p.ical and Gene­

ral Servi . .:es Staff have. bee~ excl;,d~d-'froci qu()ta con~idera tions~ 
· "ha:• --h-&J.--p:ed.:l<c:>. remove the dis•a tisfa.:tion :with which •orne Member 

. ·- .. _,_ 

States regard the rul~ ... ~of .. quo"trrs-.-- It-~is sincerely h?pe"d that the 

tendency among some members to recall 'their-national~ working as 

Staff 'Itiember~ of the Qrg~nizatio:n and to. replace them purely and 

simply by-other.nationals lvithout ailowi:<g- t!J..?_norm&l admir.istra­

tive,,_processes .di,rect~p. by the Staff" Rulcs··an<~-.. f:e'gulations to be 
·• •"'! ~-- ' .•. 

:60 :J,i'owea,·,.ill be elimina.ted. :i?Y these ,proce:o10es the post should 
' ;:~ 

be' declared vacant on recal:L. of the Staff' Eerr:ber ao-"C. competition 

f'or. filling it open to al~ ~ther l1ember States as well as other 

the. General Secr:etar;ia to In drav.dng pe.r&.onne1 alr<?ady working in 

the attention.of' the Coun.ii to this matter, tl:ie ~eneral Secretariat 

wi,..hes to.- emphasize that in future?th\" Staff.B.ule:o and Regulations 

will_ b<2> :o <:rupulously follo1>ed in handling su"ch situations. 

Implementation of the Revi:oed Structure of the General Sec~etariat 

: irhe mu.<:h ne-;oded Revised Structure of' the General Secre­

tariat adopted ~y the Tbdrty-Second Ordinary Session of ~he Council 

of' l\•lin::.stt?rs:: i.n Nairob~ a:fter r.1any years of' examin2.. tion and several 
•' . ' . 

rGvievrs, he.s·· gilver;. the General Secretariat a nevr l.ease of' li:fe to 

tackle its activities vTi th greater dynamism and force to respond 

to the needs of the Continent of Africa; ···.The approved structure, 

with its concomitant financial implications, has to be implemented 
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in stages bearing ±n mind our P+~orities in respect of the General 

Secretariat Headquarters and. the Regional. :Offices. It is grati-.. 
fying to ·state that the revised structure-as adotited by the Thirty .. . , . 
Second Ordinary Session of' the Co~nci1 o.f Ministers in Nairobi and 

·Containec'. in Document ·CM/933 (XXXII) Rev.1 Lnnex ,.I. and for which 

~ budget~ry a~propriaiions have qcen made in the Organization's Budge~ 

:for 1979/80, is bei::tg ir.1pl.emented t·Ji th Gffect from 1st Jun& 1979. 

Other asp&cts cf the structure ><il.l be progressivG:l.y impl.er.Je:'lted. 

when the necessary budgetary ~ppropriattons have been obtained. . -· __,' 

Similarly the Revi~~d Staff Rules, Staff Regulations and 

the Financial· Rules and :Ecegulations contained ir, Documeni C!VI/896 

(XXXI) Rev.4 J,imexes I, I.I & III as adopted. by"<the Thirty s·e·cond 

Crdinary Sessio~~ .... c~r:,e into f'o_:;rce ef:fe~tive· 1st-June 1979., ·These 

Rules and i~e.gu1~ ti.Ons hcve r~.vi.sed a number of'· provi.siori~ i~ the 

.previous texts Hhich ~~~r& ou(dated and~he.~-to be .a~ended to resf.o.r.:.d 
... -!··· 

to cnanging cond:i. t:jcei~s·.' of'· orieration and of service as w&ll as spel-
. ' ill' ' • .v . ... 

ling out in pre,"ise 'terl!ls ar..d providing for ~\lch r"eedeci privileges 

and.welfare·facilities for thp OAU persor-~B~. The'General Secreta­

··riat, while ·e'xpressing its sincere gratitude to the Council for 

· pr'omulgating' the .HevJ Staff Rules an.d Regulations, and assuring ther:; 

' of their scrupulous icpler.1ent~tion, wishes to observe that it is 

not un1ikely tha·t':; some texts -~ay be in neGd of :further revieW in 
' 

the light of practical and ?~y-to-day operational difficulties, 

The General Secretari·a t will!: fo~ tl:a t mat·t~r:' s1=are no efforts to 

seek revie1-1 of these .-~exts.in.co_nsultatiOlo. 1>'ith.the appr:opriate · ...• 
OAU Policy r.:aki:ng Bodies. 

Additional Office .P.,ccommode. tion 
'\ . 

. -~ . ·' . 

The adoption of th9 Reviseq St~ucture'and the consequen­

·tial' increase ifi :personnel. it' .l~kely. to bring :\.n its wakei' office 

a·ccoC'.moda tion problems. Thi'.o\ is more eyiderLt in the 1979/80 Finan­

ci'al Year. and the situation ~.ts bound to be• .:m=.o acute vli th the 

progressive ·implerr.entation of all the aspec·ts·· of'· the si;ructure. 
···,· .. · . . . . . . 

-i..:gainst this bacl<:groUnc. the'·. Gep.eral. Secretariat ·~11el9omas thG dec:i.-
, . : ' ' . 

siorr of the J:..dvi.·soi-y Committee on Administrative 9 Budgetary and 

Financial r~c:.tters adopted. at :i.ts Thirti.e-th :session} to a?point a 

Sub-Comwi ttee of' six com~rising Camtroon 9 l•' .. orocco, Nige:riai SenE<gcwl s 
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Tanzania ·and ·zambin to study ~1i th a renowned Archi teet, the 

questior: of ·building e.n OAU. Conf·erenct:: Hall Cor.1plex adequate 

for OAU Conferences aild Ivieetings .. It is the view of the ,General 

Sac~etariat that~additional office a6conmodation will·b~ ·provide~ 

· :r"br
1 
within ·the Com;:d.:ex. "The! General Secretariat tvill provide 

the necess~ry seTvic0s required for the work of thG Sub~Com­

~ittee .. 

·. Conferences 

In .the .area ·of eonferences, the·newly··introducGd Iiocu­

~t1e!1.t8 and Archives SGct'i'oti '-.ri thirl the Conf'ere:c.ce Division and 

th~ .. ~ugrr:enta tion of the techni.cal staff of the I:cterpreta tion 

and Translation Section through thG f'illing of existing vacancies 

and 6. systei!l of' r.ecrui t·ment of Free-lance Technical Staff en a 

temporary basi'! :for the preparation of: documents in .the OAU 

wo·rking l~mguages prior to Conference:o_,have helped copsiderably 

.t·o rsmove the bottlenecks e.nd el·ir.1ina te. de.1ays ... 

·vlithin .th.e .:framework of. measures to be. taken',to ensure 

a more rational organizat·ion, improved op5ra~ions and increased 

efficiency in the ~ervices of the Ccn:fersnce DJ..vision, the General 

Secretariat has found it neCGf3SZ.ry tc disco.urage the :holding of 

more than on:e r:;ajor. Of.U.··Conference d~;.ing !·:arch to June i.e. after 

the February Session and before 'the "J,ssen:bly of Heads ·of· State and 

Government. Thi:; will. allow the· Secretariat time to .•plan, orga-

lli·~ e · i ts01f and preparG the do cum entation needed for the ensuing 

Assembly of Heads of State and Government due to be held in June/ 

July. 

o·Recr.-ui tment .of· additional and tempora,:ry Teclm±cai Staff 

''has alway:> proved.'diffi<iult as demand is becoming greater "b1.-ing 
I . 

to the p"rolifera tion ·of interna·tional conferences, ·To faciii tate ' . 

re"crui tment vThich in ai2Y 'case has· to be dona.' wel-l in .advan.ce, therG 

is ne8d ·for ·a ;yearly Programm& and Calendar of Conferences · t·c;; be 
• 

cirawn up for CLU meeti-ngs .and conferences taking into ccnsid&ra-

tion other scheduled' j_.nterna tiona1 cOnf'erene,es for subin.ission to 

and~pproval by tha Council of 1-linisters. This w:i.ll.be based on 
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the Prograrr~e of Confer8nces approved Guri~g a giv~rr Budgetary 

Year ~·ri th ~ti;cr··oAtf'"H:~;OJ:i:tipmrt·ers'·as· .. ·the ·venue ·ir. the first instance;, 

u:::1less a M6::.ber State has cxpresS'ly ··acce~~ed to :-.:.os-t a pe~rticular 
·. ~ . .:.': -·· . 
Confere~ce or·M~etingo ThG dates as approved \'Jill have tb bG 

r.1aintair-ed 
1

:e:S ~uch as possible as the availability of' addi tion2.l 
. . . 1 

tech...TiiCal ]?Grsonne1 required to service· such Cc:{f'Gre;r;ces 1/ill 

~epend on the dateso 
) -.--. ' 

. •)''/ 

that 

Th-e ·General Secretaric.t t-vi~ne·s ·to· e::xpress the hope 

Merr,b.cr St~'te's ;tyill give ~-he i:Jatter its fullest co-ope:!"a tion 

comes into e'f'fect in 

·June 197~. 
·- · .. 

F'or the period March to June 1979, the General Secre-
. .-.... j '; 

tariat sGrviced the follol-ting raajor c-onferencGs held at I-1ini:.terial 

l&vel~ 

.a) 
. ' 

Cort:f&retlQe of Af'ri Can Inf'orm·a ti.on. lv!ini:. ters 11 

-;; - Addi'O•. Ababa, 4 - 9 April 1979 

<b) Fourth Sas~ion of the OAU Labo~r Commissi?n 11 
·~ . . ' 

':· 
I.,O::ogadiscio 11 Somalic., 23 29 Lpr:j.l 1979 

--~·d). Def'er-c.c Comni.:i'si.on 11 

icdcis ·Abab10.,·21 ~ ·26 ilpril 1979 

' . , . •• I 

MiniSterial· Conference on l~u~al Development S.nG. 

J~grarian ~:t.eform 11 

Tunis, 21 -.26 May 1979. 

Considering that these major Conferences were held in 

the course of the Ge:n.Gral Sec'retaria t 1 s prepura:t:Lons for the 

Thirty-Thirc:! Ordinary Session of the Council of l"ini:oters and the 

Sixteenth J:..ssembly of Heads of State and Government, there i:;;; the 
'N 

p~ihili~y of the human and other r~ourced of the Conf'er0nce 

Division being over-stretched .. It is again:ot thi:i baclcgrcund 

that the General Secretariat would wish to discourage the holding 

of major Conferences' ·after tho ·February Sessions" 
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L.:stabl.:i.s:b~ent of'. CAU R~giona1 Of':ficeS':: 
~ ~. 

- ·Tr...e G~ner~l Secretariat established~ <iuZ.i:2g the:; ?eriod 1 

contacts witt:. the GoverP..r.tie:::It of the J~rab ~\.epub1i·:c· of' ~g1rpt for 

il"litial as-s:istaric.,:; -Such as assistance ir: securing SUi'tabl.e of':fice 

accommodation 'to!iit~. a Vi.ew to fe.cilitate the· op·~xii~g ~:f the GAU 

:Execut±ve Secretariat to the Arab Le:ague, prcvisi~bn for l'rhich 
' exists in the Grgnnizatior.' s budget. In view of recent davel.opmer-ts, 

' > 

it has not bE!ei"l Possible tc continUe to pursue t'hcf ·cOntacts made. tc. 

e successfUl coTIClusiono It is hopec: thnt? a's soori. as the situatio~ 

is clarified, the question o:f opening the CAU EX€'dutive Secretc:riat 

wil.l. b8 J:·ursued. 

Th9 · &~tablichment of an OAU Secretar:i.ci.t· ·io ·the J:..CP/~EC 

·-Group in Brussels·;. <B(;,:tgi'um for _whfch the Thirty-Second Ordinc.ry 

s.!ssion o:f the Council. of IO:inisJerfii approved budgetary··approprintiocts 

for the Finan,;':ial. Year 1979/80, 1>ras the subject 'of d:i,.scussi~ns h8l.d 

and conta~ts established in t~e bel.gian:capital of Bru~sel.s 

the S6crst·a;r)r-Gerief.Ellis·"\d:sit·tn~·re .. ircc~ntly .. , ri;t" i~~ w:ith a 

during 

sense 

of' happineS-~-ha...?"J.d an-~\~xpreSsion ·of del.i'ght that thG Secretary-General 

has to re:iJort thai<· .. !;he Belgian gover!'~~-'1nt has ~rml.y vrGl.~omed 

establishment o.:f-an Gl~li''Office i:'l its· capi.tal· and that it has 

the 

ex-
.~ -~ ~ • I • 

' -
desire. to pl. ace~ at· th~-. di~po:;;al. of . ~he. OAU 1 the buildings 

fnc:i\i tate the opening of: ai'l OAU Se'cretaria t in Brussels, 

pr8ssed the 

required to 

., .. 
•c' 

'·' 

. -
.-

I 

. .. , ,_~-

.... 

. ',_.;._ 
.-, . 

'' 

" 

! 
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R;:I;POET OF ACTIVITIES GF '?HE D~F.LRTl"I~~1.T· OF 

FINMJCJ:I;, FEBi:~J',i'Y 1979 - uliNE: 1979 

Intrcductior.. 

The :r""inancia.l duties of' the General S~c:retariat had :rither.o.. 

to been·haudled by a joi~t Department Of A~tiinistration and Finane&~ 

Hith the creation of a separate Departm<ent of Finance, under a Di­

rector, who has already assumed duties, the financial management of 
'• 

the OJ',U General Secretariat has been given a new· i,mpetus. The adop-

tion of the ne~; structure has not only .;trengther.ed the Departm.;nt ,, 
but provideC~ it 1-1ith the :r:eeded establishmE-nt. -'~o -~qpe v1ith~ exercise 

SUJ.'ervision and cont:C_ol .. _~ver the financial operations of both the -,· 

General Secretariat R~~9-quarters and the H.egid'h.al>".Of'fices ~ 
-··~ ..... . ' - .. - -· ..... 

'.; 

Contribution~ to the Regular Budget 

The main sour'ce oi revenue of' the OAU ,cont.i·nues to b& 
-.; .... 

contributiO~'lS frore !·~ember Gte.tas to the Regttlar BuC.goet. The probler:. 

of arrears and overdue contributions which recu~s .. ~every year and 

1-rhic-h serves to hinder the impleme!lte.tion of the annual \-lork program­

mes of the Crga~ization as approved by the highe~t political organs 

of' the OAU, also conti~ueC. Curing the period 1 to haunt the Grgai!iza tier_, 

J~s a result of contacts made with Governments o:f Me_nber S-tates by 
' the Current Chairman, a :.ubstantial effort has been made by sorr.~E: 

I • I , 

Member States to clear or con~iderably reduc~ their.&rrear~o Eut 

the ~tatistics on Ol.:d;standing a.rreqr.s Still to be ... c61lec-ted show 

that the gG:c.eral situation is stiLll n.ot o;ntj_rely satisfactory. A 

Statement of Contribution.; received by the General Secretariat as 

at 31st Nay 1979 is an:1exec, to this ii:eport for ease of reference. 

Financial Partici~ation in the Conference of 

African :Refugees, he 1 d -l n J~rusha, Tanzania 6 - 1 7 l'iay 1 979 

Conscious of the importarlce of the problem' of African 
' 

Eefuge.es and in implemantation of :Cesolution Cl1/F.es'.694 (XXXII) 

adopted by the Thirty--Second Crdinary Session of th& Council of 

I~inisters, cperative paragraph four of which 1called upon the 
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General Secretariat, in consultation with the Advisory Committee 

on Administrative, Budgetary and Financial Hatters, to cover the 

balance of US$ 200,000.00 for the Organization of the Pan-African 

Conference on African Refugees from its savings. 

As an initial deposit, the General Secretariat rer.~itted 

the sum of US$ 100,000.00 to the Conference Planning Secretariat)as 

an expression of its wi11 and invo~vement in the organization of 

the Conference. It als·o·· p"rovid"ed te;chnical ·.staff support. The 
'' 

re!!laining balance of US$ 10o;ooo.oo·will be remitted as· soon as 

the Treasury of the General Secretariat is capable of doing so. 

··-··-···· 
-~·_. __________ ---~ . 

.......... --·- . 
..... .:. ............... -·· 

' 
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PART THREE 

., 
.IICTDTITY REPORT IN THE· FIELD OF ECONOJviiC AND ,•,. 

SOCIAL .AFFAIRS, TRANSPORT AND cm.JMUNICl>TIONS 

After the J2nd Ordinary .. Session of the Council of !Vlinisters ~ 
\ '. '•' 

which act·o:pted the new structure of the General Secretariat, the. ECOSOC 

Department -continu.ed to function as .in the past1 pending the entry into 

force of the Nairobi decisions on ,the structure· •. 

I. GENERAL ECONONIC AFFAIRS 

This being the case, it should be mentioned that the 

Department actively participated in the Meeting of the Interview 

Panel of ·the African Regional Centre for Technolo~J· The Meeting 

lvas aimed at listing the best candidates among the appli_cants to 

various posts withing-,the Centre, namely the. posts of~ 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

Executive Director; 

Director of Technical Consul tan,cy Servi.ces i' · ·' 
·'·Director of .lldmini.s:tration Divi.;ion; 

. . ~ : . . 
Director of Training Division; and· 

Director of Information and Docmilent'a tion Division. 

The· recommendations made by the Panel have been ·endorsed 

by the Council of·the Centre which met in the People's Republic of 

Benin in April 1979. Thus, the various posts have been respectively 

offered to candidates from the Sudan, Sierra Leone, Burundi, Kenya' 

and Nigeria. 

: ;: f . 't<lhile offering these employments, the Executive Board of 

the Centre'd.ecided that 

be revi~wed after'thpee 

._ ·.;, ... 
the performance of the candidates should 

years at. the expiratiort·: of~ 'the· contract. 

If the performance.' is .. s~:tisfactory, a nm; contra'ct' will then be 

given to a •ticcessful candidate. If the Executive Board was not 

satisfied with the performance of the candic'.ate, there will be a 

need to look for a substitute candidate •. 
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Regarding the qualifications and experiences of the can­

didates selected, it was fel.t. that a new look should be given at 

the salaries proposed for the various pqsts in the Centre.· 

Apart from this activity concerning the African regional 

Centre for Technology, -.the,.Department,_.aJ:s'o .. undertook. .. consu:l ta tions 
·,,, • "' -~"' , .. ,,. '' ''' •'•• •• • • ,,,;;., ' , .. n,~- • •" 

with the Democratic .Republi.c, of the -S.udan·, .. and,- th_e UNIDOrr.ela.t~ng 
............. ·····"'·-·· _, __ ....,.. 

to preparations for the Third All-Africa Trade Fair to be held in 

Khartoum 'in '1980,,: ih; 'conformity· with Resolu;t:i_op..CM/R.es·. 6()_4(XXXII) • 

W:i. th ·the.' host Government, 'the Department revie.wed, all ... the ·details 

conc-erning· the cta·te of the Trade Fair, ;the date_'·o·f the f_irst mee'ting 

of the Preparatory Committee, ·the local trall.F'por't, the: conference 

fac.ili ties, the travel arrangements, etc. o. 

led to the following decisions: 

These consultations 

! .J ' 
a,) The First N:eeting of the P,reparatory Committe_e will 

take _place .in Khartoum from ~ to .5 Se.ptember 1979:. 

b).: 'The Third All-Africa Trade Fair wi'J;l ·be organized 'in 

Khartoum :Gram J t·o 17 November 19.80 o 

Although consultations wii;h UNIDO were held on sqme sub­

jects, they however, went further and emb~ac~d the ~ateriar and 
: . - ' . ' 

technical organizations .of an iLfrican indusi;rial investment promo-
::- .. 

tion meeting and an Industrial Transfer of T.echnolqgy Symposium as 
~ ' . •' .. 

directed by the above mentioned R·esoluti:on CM/Res.664(XXXI). 

Consultatio_ns with UNIDO touched also various,ways and means of 

strengtl).e"l}ng the e-;cisting co-op"lrat:i.ozt. tbetw<:>~n the, hTo Q:r;-gar>;i~a­

tions. Delegates of UNIDO- 'and' OAU deeply assessed all possible 
! . ' . . .. ' • . ' • 

fields and aspeci;s of cq-operation between UNIDO and OAU. 

In this regard, the two Organizations reviewed the cur­

rent programmes o( co-operation of. OAU and VNIDO including the joint 

co-sponsoring with ECA,of_the biennia:j. G_onferences of,African 

Ministers of, Indus. try, the Follm<-up Committee on Indus.trializa tion - ' .. '- . 
in Africa, ·the Symposium .on Industrial_ Strategies and_.Politie:;;, 

Preparation for the Industrial Consultations Meetings organised 
• • • ~ • • ' <" 

by UNIDO,. UNIDQ Assistance to.CAU/STRC, etc... . 

!.. -



-•. 

--

. ---· 

CM/967(JLUIII) PART II 
Page 13 

They discussed the elaboration'of a framework and 

modalities, and the practical measures to be 'taken by the two 
' . 
Organizations, to initiate and facilitate. the timely implementation 

of. 'the re-le.Z..a;nt_ .resol~~io~s ii'ctopt'ea by .. the; .Assembly of Heads of - ,. 
'state and Government of the Organization of African Unity at its 

.), .. '; 
Fift'eenth Session, held in Khartoum from 15 to 21 July 1978 and 

:·cth\;'Uni:'t-ed. Nations \}eneral Assembly resolution contained in Document 

No. A/33 L.9/Rev.2 on Co-opera·hon between the United Nations and 
' I ; I • 

the Organization of African Uni ty
1 

adopted by the Thirty-Third 
.. ; . . . i ' . . 

.. 'Session 'on JOth November 1978, caili"!-g upon UN ·organizations to 

assist OAU, In discussing the strategies and work programmes 
'; 

of the· r·espective two Organizations, 'it.has been agreed to propose 
~- "• .. I . '. ' . ' ~ ' ; . 

the'following, for the consideration and finalization by the Secre-
'•; 

t'acy..t.General. and the Director-General of the two Organizations. 
-:_ .L :_: ,, .. · 1 • [ 

: · .. ,, 

~~ ... 
' ' 

.) UW:ID() should rencfer, ·-w:L'iohin: the limits of its resources, 

the 
• • . ..- • ; ... , •. l •' •• ' i. ; . . . ~. . . 

necessary assistance to the relevant .seo,tions of ECOSOC De-

p'ai-tnient ·.:of the OAU, specially the Industrial Section, in order 

to strengthen the Q~neral Secretaria t.:of: the'.- OAU to play a more 
' --~ 

effective political and economi·c ,;,oie ·on the_ p<tsis of substantive 
' I :. ' . . ~- ' ' • 

·activities in the field ~f- i:hdu,.triai-de:velopment and 'in accordance 

with' ·the mandate and the rel'eva'nt resolutions. adopted by 'the 1ts-
-: ' 

-,: ·' . 

sembly of Hea?s of State 
•;'· 

an·d Government of the OAt!. in its ·various· 

meetings; by defining the-industrial·poligy of OAU; .. _, .. , . .. ; - \ 

providing 

continous guiJ:l.ance and directives; and consolidatingthe· African 
, , • ,. • I• 

position and co-ordinating· the various effo,:.t_s, follow-up and 

''mo-nitor the implementation of those resolutions to accelerate the 

industrializa;tion of Africa • 
. · :.t . .iic..i:J'. 

T 0 assist in inbreasin~ the capab-iliti~.s of -the relevant 

Sections of the Ecosoc·, i.t, is ·proposed that muno shou.id undertake 

the· ·following within the limits of its resources' . . - ' . 
. :: r ,· ',1 . : ·.• 

a) Organize a study· to1lr' for.• selected senior staff of 

ECOSOC Department such as the Director of the. Depart­

_ment, Head a'i tlie -Economic Affairs Division, Cllief . . . . . ~ 

of the Indus· trial Section, etc., to visit UNIDO 

.. 

.•. -! ;. 

Headqua,:.ters' and· other relevant r~g:io~al 'organizations 
. . .. 

such as the Secretariat'·of ,the Organization for Arne-
' . : ,: ..... 

rican States, in order to exchange views and benefit 

from their experiences 0 
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b) An assignment at a latter stage of a number of UNIDO 

technical staff and/or UNIDO ~onsultants~ 'to the· 
' - ' 

ECOSOC D~partmerit, to assist ·in developing the requi:.. . ' 

red programmes ahd strengthening the relevant sections 
' \ . 

_and assist in establishing the industrial Section~ 

c) Provisibn of fellowships for training of OAU Staff 
' concerned with industrial ceveJ..o:ement act:i:~ities; 

·., 

d) The assistance of ·uNIDO Senior Indus'trial Regional 

; Advisors as~i~ed 'in th~· JO'iht. :mp:DO/ECA · Indu!stry- · 
r ,· • • •.. • . • . •• 

Division in Addis Ababa would be made available to 
' OAU in specific related matt·ers \vhich ·may require 

their advice after consultation .witli EC.A.· 

... · . '·· . . . . . . ~ . 
The two· Organizations. discussed the ·necesso,ry .measures. 

to be undertaken. to f~c:i.li tate the c~n t:i;,uo;_,s_ ·co-op-er~ ~io~ be't'wee_n 

the OAU an~ UNIDO to ensu;.e·· t~e iinpletne~tat~on. ~f t~e LUiA Decl.;_-
. ' . ' ' ;- . 

ration and Plan of Action and the v~rious Khartoum Resolutions 
• 

lVhich called for the co-operation_of the OAU, UNIDO, ECA and 'other . 

concerned Organizations. In this 'conne6ti~n, exchange of vi.e"'s · 

took place on developmrnt of j?int_co::.operative programmes. The 

proposed programmes would include thEi follo\ving; 

. . : 

_a) Harmonization of Inqustrial,and Tecrillolqgical Stra­

tegies, Pol.:Lcies and Plans ,:i_n Africa;· 

b) Development and transfer of. techno.logy;, 

c) Economic and Technical Co-'operation among developing 

countries (Intra-African "'nd inter-regi6nal). 

Exchan'ge of views tqok place .on the- desired measure~ to 

'ensU're·- •a more ·effective and. continuous. co-:operation between OAU . ' ' 

arid U!ITDO'. IIi t>'lis ·regard, it _pas_ been 'agieed to'. propose, among 

others~ _the· following:, 
. ' - . 

( ·. . . , r· . 

.-
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.-a) The OilU would intensify the active participation of 

its Sec:J;'etariat·and its fJ!ember States in the forinu­

lati·on of UNIDO 1 s P,olicies and Programmes and various 
; '. -

_ac ti viti es1 by consol:ida ting the African position in 

th,e ,UN General Ass.embly·-and i·ts sul;>sidiary organs, 

the UNIDO General·Conferences and the ·United Nations 

Industrial Development Board, its Permanent C~mmit-
. . 

tees, the Industrial Consult&tion.'Me&tings and other 
. . .· 

Programmes ·and Meetings such as t:p.e so:t-idarity meetings 

of the Hinisters of _Industry 'for ~o-_operat:i.on in the 

_industrial development,. ·sticl:i as· the one to be orga-

. nized by UNibc'' in po-:ope'ration· w:i.th the Government 

of Tanzania; 
,. ' .. -

b) UNIDO would continue its co-operation by co-spons?­

ring wi_th the OAU and EC1' the biennial Conferences . ~ . 
of African Ministe-rs of Industry and its F'ollow-up 

.·' 
Committee on Industr,ialization- in Africa, participate 

in the Ass~mbly of Heads·, of State and Government and• 

the OAU Council of Hini!3ters and other related me­

etings to be organi,zed by the OAU; 

6) To_ strengthen effeqtive communication between UNIDO 

and OAU and the African !1ember States. Tho. OAU would 

encourage the accreditation of African c_ountries to 

UNIDO. (present·ly only 2)- African countries ·are ac- ' 

credited to,UNIDO, 6 of which--are located·in Vienna), 

establ_ishment and strengthening •of UNIDO ·Nationa'l 

Committa_es (pr~'se:r{tly 16 Africarr countries have 

, establi.shed such Colilmittees) and'e;.pansion of UNIDO 

field representation in Africa, eog._through the 

Senior I~dustrial Development Field Advisors Program-

me~ 

d) To increase the quantity of U~liDO. technical -'assis­

tance rendered to Africa, 1•h0re the level of in­

dustrialization is the lcwe,st amoogthe developing 
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regions and :!Oor which ,ur.JIDO. implemented :in ·1978 
' ! 

projects .. amounti:ng t.o US$ ·16, 3 ·million, ·an increase 

o:f.,-33~ over the e:?Cpendi ture in 1977. · ·ThEi 'OAU 

.. ·, ... should· support all e:f:forts which•w6uld be made to 

increase UNID0 1 s technica~ assistance resources 

,particularly the United Nations Industria~ Develop­

,ment ·Fund to reach· the es-&ablished desired minimum 

funding· level. of' US$ .50 rrii1llion per annum; 

e)· Exchange-of' Industrial and Technological information 

·· and relevant·. p1,1blica tions ;.1 · 

:f) 

.. 
' . 

'I. . ·, 

Hold annual meetings to review the progress .made in 

implementation of' the agreed-upon programme of co­

ope;ra ti<;>:n and consider .:further programmes. · . 

The t>1o Orgap.iz.a tions reviewed., as. :far. as pos·si ble, · the 

actions taken in. each, Organizati.on on the .. implemehtat.ion of the 

Khartoum Resolutions •. ,It·.was ·agreec 'that both Organizations will 

exchange information on 

pnat the implementation 

the ;:.regress • made in· this re·spect -·and 
• I 

6:f:the 1 draft programme of co-operation 

will focus on the issues involved. 

I ". I. 

The' RCOSOC D t t t' 1 t' . t d ~ .. epar men ac ~ve y 
1

par 1c1p~ e in- the 

Preparatory meetings for .as ·well ·as.:UNCTAD ·v, "'hich took place in 

r.r.anila. .During these .important meetings,' the Secretariat together 
. ' 

with the ECA Secretaria·t co-ordinated thel work of· 'tlie· African 

Group to harmonize the. /d'rican posi·tion bpth at .. the African level 

as well as at. the level ·of' the Group of 77·. A detailed report on 

the results of the UNCTAD V is presented' in a sepa.:-ate document_,· 

submitted to this Session of the Council of Minis"cers. 

The General Secretariat took a ~ery active part in the 
' ECA Technical Committee meeting and the E0A Conference of' Hinisters 
I • 

lvhich lvere ·held in flabat,. :from 1.2 .. to 21? Mf~.rch • 

. •. 

.. . · 

' .. ·, 



.. 
-,_ 

CM/967(XXXIII) PART II 
Page 17 

A. Technical -Committee of Experts 

The Committee which met from 12 to 18 Norch; adopted 
• 

the report of its proceedings dealing lvith the' 

-Biennial Report of the Executi_ve Secretary of ECA, 1977-

1979 and the Work Programme and Priorities· of the Commission and 

the Biennium Programme Budget 1980-1981 of ECA. 

The Technical Committee of ]!xperts ~xaminec! the·.question· 
.. : . ., 

of an African strategy for_ the_ international development, strategy 

for the Jrd UN Devel~pment •. The Co_m:;li t~ee .,t.qol<: into account .the 

following considerations: 

a) That A~rican participation, for many historic reasons, . . 
in the formulation of the strategy for the First and 

Second UN Development ilecades was marginal. 

b) That the African ?.egion is known to be the least 

developed of all developing reg·ions and· to contain 

the largest number of LDCs, land-locked·a~d Deve-
---

loping Island countries as well as being the least 

physically integrated in terms of transport and 

communications., 

c) That the present imbalance in the International 

Economic Order are largely due to the overwhelming 

indust_ria,l and technological gap between the various 

groups of _nations of the \Wrld, the multiplying 

effects of this industrial gap are increasingly 

becoming more anc! more severe on the International 

Monetary System~ tracl0 relations and economic co­

operation. 

d) That it has, during the past three years, been giving -.-
considerable thought to the approach to the strategy 

for the African region in the Third UN Development 

Decade .. 
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; ' 

The Committee also noted that p.olicies and ·.dev.e·lopment···· · c 

programmes in the African region continued to be markedly affected 

by misconceptions and erreneous strategies which tended to per­

petuate Africa's external dependence for food, skills, technology, 

capital goods and serv.i ces, marlcet and even life style and patterns 

of developmept and economic growth" 

Consequently, the Committee's re~ort on Africa's strategy 

for development stressed the need for political commitment by all 

African Governments to the pursuit of priorities on the following 

fields of activities at national, sub-regional and regional levels: 

Self-sufficiency in food supply> ) ' 
. .: ' ··' . ~.~ ... ·•· 

Increased productivity in agric~lture; 

~)Jrvey, inventory ancL management of national :resources; 

Science, and management of' natural resourCes~ 

Scie!lce teachin~:;· and scienti:t:.ic' research related to 

technology ,ori:.;n:ti'Jd tOlvdrds the social :Elnd economic· .. ' '" 

'. '' -~-~ ... -
r;teeds of Af',rica·i' 

' :. .. . ), ·• . '•,. 1 1,-'·. '. ·' '.:· 

- Development of tra?sp,ort ··;,:nd comniu:iiicatiort'S(·'· 

Development ;P'f ·-:hi'g~_,, 
' .. ( .... s ' .. ' \. 

middle ap.C: .technical manpower" 
.'\_8-') -~ ;--~ 

'_\• 

·.' -~ ,..; 

·The Committ~e recorrilhemded the followihg modal:ft:i.·~!" towards . ~, 
·thea_ch;ievement of the objectives Emd···prior:!-tieso 

';-_:.. 

The s,trengthening :br e.stablishment o:f. new co-operation 
• ~- .• . . ! 

'arrangemeht~, . par'ti cularly through the Nul tina ti onal 
' . ·' 

Frogri>Jilming and. Operational Centres' (MULPO,C)" There 

··are J HULPOCs already_ establi,~he<;l: 
. 1. 

'·' 

East.ern:.'and Southern Africa - 'Lusaka bas<?di 

Central Africa 

vlestern. Africa 

YaoUnde based; 

Niamey bas'ed ;: 

Economic Community of' tne QOtintri.es of Great Lake -

Gisenyi 

. "; '. 
. , .. 

I 

I 

' 
.1·-· 

o• 

., 
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'·'· 

Northern Africa Tangiers based.o l•'illLPOC is no~ yet 

established due to the -political- situation prevailing . . . . . . . 
in the region. However, attempts were made in 

:to· establi~:ti one; ·aiiCl"~~t-w~s·ati~ou~~.=.e, ·th~~''it ..... --.- . . .... . 
·be establi~he<~H · ''" ·'' · '~---c '~-" 

Rabat 

i's ·to· 

·' . 

. Strengthening existing s':'b::.;,.;,·g:i.d~mi·and'regiC\n'al--' 1 ·· '•·• 

Inst:i tut:i'ons for the implementa tiort of' pr:i,ori ty program-
,r. ' . . 

. ·.I . ' ' . ., 1 - ~-: ·' ~ -. 

. ' 

··T'heS'e· ;sUggei"-fi·~ris;:we·re·'·ffiaci~''1:D. ~·fhe .iight ~o:r the ·-at:nFeioP-·· ; r • 
1 i . . .. ' • - - ~. ·- . 

ment process in Africa's problem and perspectives including the 

report ancl recomm~ndations of ,.the OAU/ECA I-!onrovia Colloquium, a;,d 
. ' ! • 

also to the,E~A/UNEI' Seminar on Alternative Patterns and Life Styles 

in Africa. 

. . ·- ·. 
Special.mention

1
.15hould be made of the informal consultative 
'•'I ''.• :r -' f'{,,, 

group of high level officials ;in the UN Development System, the O.AU 

and the other _Int.=.rgovernment~i Organi-;·atio;,_s '~;i f:h special respon-
• . . I • ;; • I 

sibility. f'or develop~.~-~t·/?;:~~f~~~·e. ih the _.i~f'~\7,~·1-f' __ reg±on .whicli took 

place on Narch 1 6, 19"/9, qnd· 'was a ttenced by; repres'enta ti ves of the 
• • ••• ' .• ~I I ':' i . • . . . . : ; . 

f'ollmving· bodies' GAU, ADB, :\:JHO, UNDP, UNESCO, IL0 1 ·uNIDO .and DTCDs 
•Fit ,_. . 

and l1J'as chaired by ihe: Exe~~-tive Secretary of' ECA., 
J t . ..; .• : . :: i . . 

.. ; ! .... ~ • -~ :-~ • 
• l ~-.! ' • :--··-. ',.:..~: . . . . !, • ' j 

The meetin'g'!agreed on 'the need to. rati-onalise· .various 
. • • . .1. 

meetings held in. the regi.on-. in ·~he. f'rame~rork oi: i.estructuring of . ·. . -. 
the insti tu.t:ional mac}ld,n!"ry for the co-ordination of economic. and 

' . ~ . . 
social seCto;>rs' ·of 'the ··vN develop'ment systeP,J:. in .·the African region. 

. : \i -:.':i-.:._, :. ·'i __ .c_.·._:_ ··- :}'-r _._., 

· ., · I'<;;+::ticipab'ts. u,:,aniiJlp.usly.' 'b.greeC:_ :.that_ the OAU, ECA. and 

UN Spec:l.nlizec1. ·A~i.ncios should join.tly· ·oo-.suo~·sor ·meetine with 
. ·:· . r.:. - . ... ·.. . ~ '.... • ' 

a vi~ew · -:o h~;rmonizip.g ac·_ti vi ties of' 2!ev·e:1opm_~:P. t iil. the r~gion. 

. ,-=; j ' 
.Inter-agency Teclu:ticaJ: . 

Commi tt~e ,including the ·,pAU, should be _:So>k.up to· consider ways and 
' • .· . t 

means~: o:' implementing the harmoniza'ti·on ;fu-~d ra tional:i:zation of the 
. • • . . • • • . ' .'~ ,; : ·~ - ' .J ' . .. •. 

sectora;:. Conferences and t•Ieetings organized by various Insti tutior:{i§"c· 
• • . ' I ·', • • -1 

in A.t'r:.'c;a 
. '· 

. -·· 
-. i. . ; :i 

,. ,__: 

·- ,_,-. 

.. .. __ . 

·-
--~. 

--' - 'i '• f .. '• 
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B. 'ECA Conference of Hinister;s, !>larch 20 - 28, __ . 1979 

'.,, ··'··· 

The Conference of,.~linisters -which opened on ]\jarch 20 , 

discussed the report ·o~ .. the" Tec1:md.cal C.ommi ttee in the light of the 
'· .. . 

Honrovia Colloquium which dominated .. the .. deliberations a;nd paved 
,, ' ' 

the way/ and more l::'?,ncret measures were recommended for socio-
, , I ' • 

economic development of the reg:ion·. . . - . 

. ., ~. 

Analysing developrrte':rit issues in Afr:i.i::a arid. al~erhative 

patterns of development, the Conference bbscrved that,,as a .result 

of history, some .ts.pects of trlidi t:l..onal socio-cul t\.iral systems 

a'!ld .pol:ltlcal. st~uctu·r~s, as well ~-~ ~att~rdol bf eco~bmic develop-
• • • ' r ' ' ·' 

nient, the socio-ecbho~ic sceh~·;of' the African Continent .manifested 

some ckracte~istics ·that prese~t.~~ a _;<>,.,_1 c:iu>ileh~e. ttl t~e des:i'gn 

and :l.~piementation of new dev.iiop.;,cJt'patterns and life style~. .. 

In this 'conri.et:tion, the Coi.T"oi'ertce brought up several major i.;.pe'-
;_· ,,. ·. 

diffients to r~pi~d sou:-t_r:. ~ebohomi.c progress _in post independent Africa,:.· 

~::o 'this end, the· Con:ferenc.~ consi:doi'ed i:t· n~t only desi-
.. : 

;:· <'lb~(! but necessary that it· should deciC.e ori broaC. guide lines a's 
- k •• - • ·-. ·-· ·- • : ' 

cistinctive. pat terri· and sty].e, :t>Ut also 

·At the end of the de'liberaticris of the 
• I ' . . • • 

decisions to guide it. 

Conference, 31 resolutions were pas sec: 'by, the Conference and p;rac­

tically all the_ re~olutions request~~f ti-:te OAU a~d t.he ECA to 

_co-operate in implementing them. Thre·e resolutions of sp&cial 

interest to the OAU C.eserve to be mentioned ·here. 

.'.' ,., 
i) Establishment of Jcint OAU/ECA· Offic&:>. at Gen&va: and. 

Brussels 

I 

.. . ' 
This resolution recalling P.es.CN/ST.12(XX;r) containing 

the African Declaration. in C9~ope~atiOn~ ~evclopmGnt and ~conomic 
Independence adopted by 

• . • J I 

OAU Heads of S'tate 
. . . . . ' ' j ; . 

and Goverr1ment, May'''1'973, 

and also Hes.327(XI'II) ·of l'iarch 1, 
. . 

·1977 on strengthening the r~~n- · 

tions betlveeri oji.tf'and ECA, requpstecl both 'tha Administrative 

Secretary19~nf3r~i: ~:riG EXecutive Secretary 'of the EC:~l, ~;. o-~~su1 t 
with each oth-~r with. a vi"w-to considorin('(the po.s':'1oility and' 

advisability of the two Org·anizi't:ions I' co-ol' era ti;,n in. joint s·taf­

fing and running o:f the exist:t.ng OAU Geneva Office and intended 
I 

Brussels OfficP• 

... 
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· ii) Development Strate"IT for Africa for Jrd Development 

'n6Cacte 

The· Conference of .Ministers adopted a 'resclu'tion on the 

development st"rat.egy for Africa for the Third •Development' Decade 

bY. which it: 

~. adopted the final text of the document prepared by 

I • ·~ 

the Technical"' Cornini tt'Eie ··of' Experts ,enti tled,Stra tegy 

fbr. the :IJ.fr':i.can· Region in tii.e International' Develop­

menio Strategy for the :Third United Nations Development 
' . 

Decade with the .. reports of' the OAU/ECA Colloquium 
• • . ~ ~ l ' ...-:. -' ·; ·····. ,, . ' ':- " ~ • : l " ' . . • ' 

:' held. in Monrovia' :froin 12 to 16 februai'jr 1979, and 

the ECA/UNEP S~miha~ "on· ·Alternative "Patterns of' 

Deve.l:opment and Life Styles for the .African Region, 

held in Addis Ababa ·:rrom 5 to· 9 !"larch: l979, as l<orking 

documents to· be submitted to the Six·teenth Session 

.. of' the General ·Assembly of' Heads o:f Sta'te ·and Govern­

· .. m~nt·o~ -~h'e Or~arrl~at:i.'on: o:f Afr~·can Unity;' 

': 
:_ ... 

·• 

'' .~ 

.. ;. _.;.•:, 
•;,; 

expressed ~;pr~di~tion t6· the Secretary-General· of' 

the Organization of' African Unity and the Executive 

S~cretary ··c)~. th~ Economic Commissio:;:;.' for A:frica 
' . . ' 
i6r orrsani:;.ing the O.AU/ECP. Symposi urn 'on the Future 

Dev.elopment. ·Prospects of' Africa towards the year 

. 2000, held ·in !{onrovia ;· Liberia, from 12 to ·1 6 Fe­

··bruary 1979 a'nd to' the Commissi<;ni ·and· the United 

Nations· ·Environment Programme :for orga:1izing the 

S e"minar on li:l te~a ti ve Fa ttarns of' Development and 

Li':fe Styles 'fo'r the· African Hegion,·held in Addis 

.Ababa f'rom 5 to 9 1'iarch 1979; 
. ' ·. " .. \ ' : , 

J. expressed apprec:iatj_on.to''the 'Government of' Liberia 

for "its hcti ve support ·and generosity ail.d ~acili ties 

in hosting the OAU/EC.A Symposium; 

) .. 

I: 
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4.·recommended to Hember States for adoption, the nraft 
I 

;.De.cl.aration of Commitmen:ts' bJr. the He~ds of State and 

--- ---G~~~~~~~;t- ~i- -th~-0~-ga,;i~~ {{~~-- ,~'iA.i;i ~_\i~-Uni ty on 

5 •· 

-- -~- ·-
Guidelines and Measures for National. and Collective 

S~l.f-±'€Jl.iance in Social and.,Economiq DeveJopment for 
"' - . ' .. ' ' .. ) 

t]le. es_tabl.ishmeJ1t of a New International Economic 

Order contained in the annex to the present resolu-

tion; 

•, •. •'7 ' . ., ' " -,. 
I ,., 

· _re_q-qeste(\ the Execu:tive_:s.ecr~;:ta;r-_g,_,~_ortP;w~ th, 

tran~mit ~~tli 'tl).e. Dr!3-ft, ;oeolarajti;_n~ -~~; i~ii 
o t):J._er_ :w:qr!cing qo C'!'imEip. ts ,, ;to ~_:1.1,, .!'leml?ce,;;., ,Stt. te.~; 

. '' . . .. ·: 
r_' 

to 

as the 

",-_-, .6; •r·invited .. Member .States.r to .. ,stuc!y most ~are:iuily and 
•'\ ••,~·', ', ,·o>L•' :~"1•''!'-'•:·''.j(;~'_Jl 

as __ a matt,E)r o;t: urgency,' the.; J?.;rraf,t,.pec~~ration and 

the ~aft Stra t~gy Sta temen~f'o.l!- :tl)-e. b~~~9; .of ~10rking· 
.,,d_o.cu'P:ents

1
_.'and submit, as so~m as possib:..<;'_; but not 

·-: ,_la.t.e.r,_ :f<han, 15· •May· 19.7-9,; such coml!\erl,ts:. a."ld suggestions . ' . ' . . ,_ ' ··-

as ... they may~:have· on the Draft .De.ol.a:ration··and 'Draft 
- • ' . • -~ " • ' I '• ' ; I; ' 

] ;_•.;··: ' Strategy.Statemefit ·to··the Executive Sec:-etary; 

-,. 

, • - _. 1.· , :. • ·: -.~ -· • , : • 

7 •. _ r,equested t,he Executive; Sec:.:.e;t.ary to p:-epare the 

,... ,final, doc,u.inents emb,odying th,e_ -Dec,l"t:J;"a_Ucm" on Guide­

line~·and }l.easures for. NationaL '.and. Col.lecti VG Self-. . . . . . : 

, . relianc? in. Social. and, Ecol).
1
omic psve;Lo?me~t:_ for the 

Establishment of. a Ne'' Inte'rnntional Economic Order 
• • -~ • . • ,."!' -· '• • ; ' 

' .... 

·and the statement on strategy. hating regard to the 
~ • • • ,I • -- ·'' • • - , • • -

comments ~np. sugge.Stions re'c~ive~, _purSu,El;n:t. to ope,­

rat.ive paragraph 6 .above, fjor submissio;l to the 

S:i.:~ct~~nt~ Sessibn of. the. A~lsembly of. ~eac.s- .of Sta t'e 
- ~' '"!.. •• -~ . • :' . J,. • - ' ·- • : - - • 

and Government' of .the-.Organi~ation.-of African Unity; 
• .··~' • • . I • -· ;·-· ~-.=-· ~--· I 

' •· • • ~! • • : '• '• 'I • ,. • • ' ,. 
further requestec the Secretary-General of tbe 

Organization of African Un~ty and the Execu.ti V''l 
. - . . . • ..... I . - - , • ·• . 

_Secretary_ .of. _th.e Economie qc;;mJ?:i,ssi.op. :t:o;r _Africa 

~i r. ; 

to 

---

.. . -
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ensure that the final documents, as prepared by th<;_ 

Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 

Africa, in accordance with operative paragraph 6 

above, are submitted to Member States at least thirty 

days before the Thirty-Third Ordinary Session of the 

Council of Ministers of the Organization of African 

Unity. 

Fifth Session of UNCTAD 

' The African Group were not happy with the result of the 

Conference on a Common Fund, because contributions to the 2nd win-
' 

UOl1 is largely on voluntary basis. The position of the African 

Group in Geneva, is that contributions should be mandatory. ·In 

this connection, the Conference noted "the agreement reached at 

the United Nations Negotiating Conference on _the Common Fund, held 

at Geneva from 12 to 20 March_1979, on the fundamental elements of 

the Common Fund which would serve as a basis for further work on 

the drafting of the articles of agreement, but reaffirms the con­

viction that the establishment of the Common Fund without a strong 

second window will not help achieve fully the objectives of the 

Integrated Programme for Commodities and consequently believes 

that further improvements are necessary especially in respect of 

the scope of the second window and the resources that would be 

available to it and the voting system". The Conference, therefore 

requested "the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the 

Administrative Secretary-General of OAU, to hold consultations l.rith" 

African Ministers in Manila during the Fifth Session of UNCTAD on 

the need for convening a meeting of the Conference of African 

Ministers of Trade to undertake an evaluation of the outcome of the 

Session of UNCTAD V with a view to preparing Africa's negotiating 

strategy and position." 
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. ' .. 

,NEGOTIATING CONFERENCE-ON A.COMMON.'f-UND UNDER 

.. _THE·· INTEGRATE!J Plt0GNJ:~:i.:.JI: 3J'o~~ 

,, COMJVJODITIES UNDEH. RESOLUTION' 93. dv} 
·' '· 

The Genesis of the Common-Fund 

The idea- of establishing a Common Fund was conceived at 

UNCTAD IV in Nairobi 1976. -,- It was part of the Resolution 93 (IV) 

on the Integrated-· Programme for Commodities (IPC). 

The· obje·cti:ve of IPC was to achieve stable conditions 

in co~modity trade, including avoidance of excessive pr~ce fluc­

tuations so that commodities couldt 

a) be remunerative and "j'i.Hst
1 

to producers and equital;ll<: 

tp consumers,; 

b) take account of world inflation and changes in the 

world. economic and monetary situations, ) 

c) promote equilibrium between supply and demand with 

.expanding world commodity trade. 
' 

First Conference March, 1977 

It did not discuss any substantive ideas on the Common 
' . . 

Fund. The developed countries had :rack of political will to imple-

ment the Re~o1u.tion,..- not on1Y on the cOmmo~ Fund but ort a1.1 aspects 

dealing with the Integrated Programme for Commodities. 

'. 
Second Con:ference - 7th November 2nd December-1977 

Before this 2nd Conference was held, the Conference on 

International Economic Co-operation (CIEC) co~ceded in Paris ttmt 

a Common Fund should be eatablished·as· a new entity to serve as a 

key instrument in attainin-g the .agreed objectives of the IPC • 

.. . . '' ·. 

.. 
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• -~- ! 

This decision.was endorsed by the EEC Heads of' Government in Rome 

in June 23-:24, 1979 'anc~ .also by the .. Common)i.oeal:t.h'·Heatt,s:.~·Q.(.:G:overn-
·• • • l .. •· ..... ------~ •• .:: .......... =-~-~-.-... ..- ... --~---'"' .. --

ments. Si~~~-!::¥.~~-the-A£.#6iih" Counc~i:~.?~l·lf,~~:i,i;,te_::~::in Gabon adopted 

a Resolution· which ~12..\!.,l..t.::oii't"th:e ·pa'ii,c;:Y_,.'?.I1 .. ~!>1ch_:·,~a:Cc:>.ll!mon Fund 
. . .. -~--------- '·· ~ -. . 

should be based, ... --" -·--
·" ··' 

...... ' .. 
.. 

'' ·• ,, ' ............ ---~-....:.--_···.-·:. , ... .. ·.:.~!:! .. :.2.:.-..::.: .. :: ... _~---:-· -
During the Second ·conference, those ·~restern 

....... ·- •'" :.--·· -:---~ 

countries 

'"ho opposed the idea at the Fir~t. con.:t.'f~,r.enc·e .. did make political 
". ' -. .. :. 

commi tin~ri;ts :fo,: the establishlDent of:. the .Fund; N'C:,nethel.;,ss, the, 

US.A~··::,.,;,P~~ .and._.,le~t Germany '~t:iii a;gued that the concep't of' the 
::·~:-: -~;)...!'· ...... ~- -.:·-· .. ,,.; ~ 

Common Fund inteir.f'ered with 'the principle of' f'ree market mechanism. 

However, there was an air of' understanding. betwe.en -iiif'f'erent groups, 

and the Conf'eren~~ .. s.ettl\!d 'cto~n' ~~ d~scuss the· f'oll~wing. elem~nts 
.. i-: i.; __ .-.·:·;; ,:··· .,;_ .- .. · ,.:•_;_.·· •.. .. • - . . ·, . 

intended to. be .. t.he ccimpqnents· of'· the .poffill!oh· Fund .. '"· 
~. 

a) objectives and purppses; 
•. , . ! •. 

!;' •• 

'b): .. ,f'i·nancirig ,needs and structure; 

>'., 

c) source qf' finance) 

d) modes.o£ operation; 

e) . <;lecis~on:....mhl~ing and man~gem'i'nt of' the Fund. _,, ' ' . . . 
:· :·.;.'; "l. 

On the bJsis of' Res~9J(IV) the·Group of' 77 countries 
·. '- '. 

wanted the Fund tc · b& tesled against the. following principles: 

a) its ability to f'acili tate. -the ;noegotia tion· ·of' ··n.ew: ..... ~ .. ·· ..... . " _ _,.;...._ .. ,.-~- -~··: .. - ~-..- -~..... . ., -- .. . .... ·'- . 

ir:ternational commodity arrangements;-

'. ' ~ ,•. 

,·I 

' b) 
·' 

·its ab.ili'ty to mi!J.i~ize the :f:inancial burden on· 
.:t. . . . .. J.' 

'm'e.fuhe'r countries, par.ticu.:j.arly d_ev,eloping con tries, 
!' I, '~ '•'I' ' • ' < 

c) its ability to provide inc en ti ves :for in terna'tional. 

commodity a:r:ra::;.gemer:ts, partic;:ul_al"'J.Y _Ei;"'i·s·ting: ones, 

:to joi!l.Tli.e .Common Fund; r 

F 

d) its abilitJ: to f'inan,ce measures other,.Jthhn stockin,g · .: 

"•: 

and also operations outsid~ the.:purview-·~f' inter-:.. " •: 

na.tional 'commodity arrangements v 

. '· 
't•; 

.... 
,\. 

. '. 
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e) its ability to ensure __ !?!:':r:ticipat.i.oriL.by all:-- coUiitrio;; 

on the basis of global solidarity. 

'-

' Group B _countries while appearing' tc J:>e rea,dy to imple-
- ' 

ment the decision of their Heads of Governments, posed- difficult 
• '.' !J 

problems on_ the. channelling_ of 'fina_nc,e to the Fund and the role 

'for the Fund in other measures. 

government contribution to the 

They also rejected the idea . ' - .. 

Fund:.. ,, . .. __.:...:~~---· . . .... - 9
··-·- ·-

·:-::;__.:.:...,._.--·· 

The Pesumed Conferences - 14 - 30 ivovember 1 gze __ ---~--
., 

of 

, i During this Confer.knce, there was a general understanding 
. : -~ ! 

by the v.arious groups on' 
·-

a) the role that might be played in .the financial 

structure of the "first window" of the Fund by a 

capital· stock· comroosed o':f dire,ct contributions subscri­

. bed by Member .States accdrdii!-g- i;o an agreed figure. 

b) to accept a "Seccnd Window" to_help'finance measures 

-otr-;€ir than buffer stockirtg, t'ak_i-ng into account the 

fact that' existi:O:g- international financial insti tu­

tione were inc_reasingly dealing_ wi•th _cqinmodi ty 
. - ,.{.-- .... -~.-·,:~~:...:.:· .. -~- .. ,·-····· -·-· ~·-· ·- -~ 

problems' i:h "tne:Lr.· __ pi·ograrnmes. 
-·- '" -···" . 

,._ . 

c) to' ''formulate decis·aon-maldn,<j pr;oc_edures which took 

into account the amount of financia-l commitments of 

• States and their interes·t etc •• , 

The position of Grdup B countries to the above was 

positive, However, differences remaine'd on the idea of minimum 

equal -~ontr±bution and 'dn the scale of contribution.' There l<ere 

di-'sagreements within th_e Group of 77 ,themselves. oh the'·issue, 

but solved"fn.Arusha. . . . . 
·" • J •. :· '' j '··. 



CN/967(XXXIII) PAP.T II 
Page 27 

Third Conference 12-19 March 1979 

:.The Conference agreed on the elements of setting up a 

Common Fund. In principl_e, the "::.greement iwas -desi~P:led for ac­

counting pu~poses, to have two win~ows that should be organic and 

functionally linked which should form par.t of an int'i'grate'd whole. 

Fundamental elements of the F~ 

Ob,jectives 

To facilitate the conclusi~n .. "Wtl :fuoo-tioning ... or :i'iifer:..:· 

national commodi ty ... agreer;;a";;ts (ICA) , particularly on commodities 

of special interest to developing countries. 

· .. 

Purposes~ 

I 

1. The Fund, through its first window would contribute 

:to the financing of international buffer stocks and 

under modalities to be determined within .. the frame­

work ·of inter:na tional commodity agreement. The FunC: 

would .respect the autonomy _of ICAs and would not 

intervene directly in. commodity market.: 

' ' 
. 'J. . 

2 • The Fund, thr'bu gh' its second window:. 
·i:l 

would finance· measures other than _stock;ing,' · These 

lvould- be commodity development measures aimed at 

imprcvi:n'g the structural conditions in markets. 

would promote co-ordination and con~~ltation with 

reg~rd to measures other than stocking and their 

financing with a view to provid.ing a commodi: ty focus . 

. would include research and developm~nt, producti~ 

vity improvements, marketing and measures designed 

to. assist. ( 
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Hould be. _j()in tly spoJ1:;;'ored ·and'., foLlo\;ed· up by pr6-

duce~~ _and_ .?on~ume~SJ., ,. 
·--~-~ ~--·······~~---·- _.:.. ·~ :.L -~-.: ·:.~.'-.'7-~__j- --~·-· _.!~i:_~. :_, .. : ___ ··:. ·-·-· .. ------···-· ... 

Hould establish a close ·working· re·ia.tionship with ··r . - , . . 

exis~ing,international financial institutiont; 
' . . ' ·' ' . : ;:·:" 

: • ~--. _ .i ,r 1t · · .t . 

may participate ih the fina~cing of measures other 

than stocking; ; ' 

',',. 
~ give due emphasis to ;commodities of interest tc the 

.. ,·' . _·; .:. ' 
poorer developing countries in.particular to LDCso 

::~t· .. _.:;~ f·::'""(:·~..! 

II o FINANCIAL l'IESOURCES AND C1\FITAL ST:S.UCTURES 

_.,-,·1 

The financial resources of .the Fund would consist of; 

', 

a) 

b) 

Direct government contrib~t.ion to. the.fi-rst window 

to ·provide working capital to meet osr.ecific short 
terll! liqui·ctJ:ty h'eecrs·:---·c.- .......... , ... .:.:.:..: .. ~_:o.:..o"-..: .... . 

' ' 
H.esources de :riv-ing from .-the Ass.ocia tion ·of IC.As with 

the Fund (First cJind~;,) o 

i) 
ii) '. 

. ,:>! ·' .. 

cash deposit 

callable capi tal/g~:;~,:, tee 
'•l·. .',, rt.' · 1 

Fund 
· .. I -- -··· '·' 

.. ~ . 

..-. 

·.I , 

·for borrowing by the 
• -! ' 

' 
c ) Borrowings 

cl) Voluntary' contribution . .· .•' 

e) Net earningso 
' . -

The .r.'\'so:urces· alloca tee!•' from the· 'first· window from 

direct g?~?rnm!"nt cont;ribution would :be.· ~;400 million of' which 

:if 150 million WO>;Jld be. <?~ntributed in cash; '$ l50 million as capi­

tal on ca~l, anc!, $100 mil~ion:as callable capitaf·." 
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a.) . $ 1 m~ll,i on per Member State, of which a part may , .. , 
be allocated by the contr'ibu·tiri.g State to the Se-

-~ ' 

COJ:\d >Iindow .so that it will ·not be less than 

$ 70 million. 
' '. ~ ;, ' . :! 

' ~) .. 'Addition~~ ~~o~~t of' $J20 million to be distributad 

among Group .of 77, Group B, and China on the fol-
• . . • i _; :. :·; _-. i.' -~ :_' : 

. I 

lowing_oonditions: 

',, ' 

Grol,l_pof_77 
. ,. I . ' 

·.:. <.•-, _· , __ (}roup B 

Group D 

China_ 
·----·-·· 

10% 
_68% 

17~ 

5% 
.... --· -- -- -----.. 

III. ORGANIZATION., MANAGEMENT ·AJ'ID 1VOTING 

.. 

. .... ,,..:. -~----- '·' ........ ------ .. 

No,Cfro'-1p wo~lC! ~a-y;e a simple majority'of the total votes. 

Votes woulq ,-be .. distribu.ted amoi].g member countries of the Fund on 
. ' ·.' J. .• -- ··:·· . l .. 

the basis of .three .<:>l_emeni;s~ i.e. 
, .. 

-, eq1.1ality_. ;principle 
.. . .- •,' ... -. . ., -~ , • . :r i 

direct contributio~s and 

c_~_nt;ributions of callable' capital to the Fund by 

member States 6f ICAs, associated wi'tl;l the Fund. 

·f .. 
Group of 77 47% of the votes 

Group J3, q.z% of the votes 

Group r:i 8% 'tif' the ·vot'es 

China J% of the votes 

-The most important decisions, including constitutional 

decisions and_ de_ci-sions 
>.· 

"• 
.with significant financiail: '-imJ?ll cations 

be taken by• a- maJority .of J/4 of' to'tial for E">mber. Statcos ;Would .. , ,. ~ ' .. 
vot ~s cast.' . O,ther decisions, . depending on their relative iinpor-· 

''.. .. \ ' ' 

t~ncG; ~ould be ~ubj~ct_.either --to·a.majoritY,•:df -§LQ'f total votes 

cast o.r by a-l'limple majority. 
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Position of Group B 

··-··~·-· 

·.: 

., ,There was a general acceptance on. tge result of the 

Conference on the Fund. However; USA expressed i.ts disatisfaction 

on the distribution of the votes. The USA believed that the 'vot0s 

were weighed in favour of Group of 77, which contributed only 10~ 

of the Fund. 

. . ·····--- ·-~- . :_·, 

Position of GrouF of 77 

. . 

There were sharp d:i.sagreemen1;s 1vi t):J.in. the Gro~p 77 ~ve,:, 
the final text of the Fund. The Group accepted the text being 

a'varG that it did not cover all· :the :issue-s .i.nvisage:d in Reso93(Iv) ~ 

Ne vc;rtheless, . the Group· was of the impression that the Interim ... 
Commi tte·6 'may be impelled to. reopen all the. contention issues. 

African Group 
• • • ~ ~"'I' : • •-·r ; ,. •• 

, a) ' .The African countries stated thatcthey were not 

satisfied 11i th the magnitude of the capital of the 

Fund both for the first and second windows. 

b) The African countries were not also happy with the 

voluntary naturo; of. the second windoN· and the 

wording of -"of which a part may be allocated". 

c) The African Group found paragraphs 24 and 25 of the; 

Annex inhibiting because it stated that the most 

important decisions would. be taken by majority of 

.3/4 of'· a total votes cast; while othGr decisions woulc~ 

be taken by ~- of the total votes cast or by a simple 

majority.· They preferred the UN system of one 

country one vote. It 1muld be impossible to increase 

the capital base of the Fund vrhen necessary. 

d) Finally the African Group 1verG concerned that the 

Annex carried with it an element of the pool conc&pt 

which had long been rejected. 
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Asian Group 

Most Asian countries joined the consensus except India. 

India expresse'd doubt on the question of direot.'government contri-
- -~""'--'·-

bution. 

Latin America 

-1: 

There was a split in. t:t;te Lating Ame:doan··Gro.up b.etween 
' . . . . 

·the advanced "auG. the less advanced one. The position of' the less 

advanced ones . was that of' the· Afr;i. can· Group•. 
;J- .'· 

:.: ... , ' 

Group D 

China 

'.' .. , ,·' 

rese,:.ved their PO'?i tion -on;:· '·· 

a) 

\ '-, _. ·' -'. -

the allocation or shares of' direct ,go.vernm'en t contri-
,_ .t' .. 

butions by' grours o;(' countries ;i.;nst.ea,.d.·of, distri­

_but-ing them by countries. 

b) tl;le unjust distril5ution o:r the bt\rden of n.rrctw:inr; 

the first windolv ·through equal minimum contribu­

t.ions. · .. 

;·;. : 

·China agr·eed to take the ,agreement ·as a. basis for future 

negotia tio•n 

UNCTAD V 

During the Conference, a sum of' . _$61 million has been 

pledged towards the target of' (~80 million in voluntary contri-

bution for the Second liindow~ which is to be used to help finance 

measures other than 'stocldng.· 

' 
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II_, TRANSPO.RT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
., __ I 

... ;:. 

In ·the·'field of Transport and Communications, the Depart-

ment took an active part in the Sixth Session of the Inter-gpver~­

mentio;tl .Preparatory Group (IPG) on a Convention en Internatio~ai. ,. 

I1;u:).timodal Tr!'lnsport which ·was helc:J in Geneva frorr. 21 'February· to 

9 March.1979. Preceding this Conference, the OAU and ECA had 

organized from 19 to 20 February,a.two-d~y preparatory meeting 

' for· th& OAU M,ember States, thus offering the,m an opportUnity for 

consultation and co-ordination of th6i.'r vi.ews on t·he'above­

m&nt~oned Conv&ntion; To this end, the African Group had before 

it a brief prepared by the S'ecretariat and entitled.,· "Report .. :· . . of 

.. :the 0A}J Ad Hoc Committee of· Exper-ts ori J:;ul timodal Transport" 

C%ir/RJ?.f·:.;·,(I:i:') . 
. ''\... ' ~--

1,'1 .,._ .' 

It shoulG. be recalled that the i tern on the A gt,nda of 

the African Go;~up·NeefiXg was "Consideration of the Draft Provi­

sion oi' the Draft Convention on International Jvful timodal Transpol't". 

Having been adopted· at· the ·earlier session of' the .. Inter-governmental 

Preparatory Group a composite text was for the first time presented 

in document TD/B/AC.15/50 ·of UNCTAD). This document was composecc 

of six ·parts as follo1vs: · · . 
·.~ . 

PART I -
FLii.T II 

Pi>HT III 

PART IV 

·PlcRT v 
PLRT VI 

··•nra'ft Przambular Clauses 

Draft General ProVisionS 

Draft Frovisio:Us on Documentation 

Draft ?revision on Liability 

Draft Provision on Claims and 'Jcctions 

Draft Guidelines on Customs NattGrs 

tine; to the International Hultimodal 

Trans:r-ort' of Goods. 

Rela-

. ; 

Thanks to the Report. prepared by the O.~iU on the- matter 

under consideration, the l1frican Group was able, during its two­

day meeting, to go through Farts ·I t-o 'III of the Draft Provisions, 

cov~ring Pream~lar Clauses, scope of applications and documen-

tation. The r:emaining :;:.arts of the Draft Provisions were dealt 
. f?15'·"""'· 

·- :· 
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lvi th in special African Group' Heetings which WBre held eve·rr day 
~.- ~r • • •~•- • 

during the course of the Sixth IPG. These meetings were chaired 

by Nr. Sehgal of.Uganda since Mr. Kbake (Senegal) ·was elected 

Chairman of the vlorking Group of IPG. As a result of the two 

days 1 meeti'l:lg, the African Group ~;"'s lvell in advance in making 

clear amendments and suggestions tc the Dra:f,t Provisions 6n:.the 

Proposed Draft Convention. This hel:ped tremendousely in the nego­

tiations both in the Group of 77 and in the Intergovemmental Pre­

paratory Group. 

a number of' amenC.ments and suggestions were 

generally accepted at the level of th0 Group of 77 many of the' 

provisions still remained in square brackets at the level of_the 

IPG, On the whole· the 'African Group stressed the need that 

.A.f'rica should not· forsake basic issues which are cardinal in safe­

guarding its long-term interests. Accorclingly, these issues are 

to be finalized at the level of' the Pleni~otentiaries Conference. 

At the conclusion of' its WOJC~• the African Group, while 

appreciating the guidance provid<:d by OAU and ECA at the Sixth 

Session of' the IPG, expressed the hope that in anticipation of' 

successful completion of' a Convention on Interna.tional Multimodal 

' Trasport, measures should be taken to devise a system to deal with 

the probiem of' familiarization in Mo.ultimodal Transport systems; 

in particular to undertake training of' indegenous manpower lVho 

lVill be involved in Multimcdal Transport operations. Since this 
; 

will have budgetary implic~tions? it was f'elt that the OAU ~nd 
li:CA coui.cl Eit:t,Idy \Vays and mealis of' un¢!.ertaking su.ch· a ~rogramme 

•,. 

within their worl~ J?rqgramm\0). 

During this session, the.,IP~ was· able to n.egotiate suc­

cessfully some of' the .items on the Agenda, Still a number of' 

issues remained in square brackets and these were ·ref'erred to'· the 

Plenipoten'tiaries 1 Conf'ercmce. . This ,being the last session of' th·cc 

I:?G, a resolution was adoptee: to bb presented to·.· ·,·the :Tenth· Sr_;ecic:.l - . . . 
Session of the Board of' UNCTAD to request the s.,;cretacy'":"General ot' 

UNCTAD to make the necessary arrangements .f'or ·the convening of' a 
. ·. 

.. 
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Cpnf'erence of' Pl,enipotentiaries on a Convention on Mul timodal 

Tra.nsp,ort. in November 1979 :for a d11ratis:m of' :four weeks in New 
,·o·, . ' \ ' . ' ' • • 

,,Y,or;k. A_ separa.te Report _is submitted to the Council ,of', Ministers 

thi• a. t' .:C?'P- "' _q~es. 1'?n• 

. , , ,,:;rhe EGOSOC. Department. also· i)'l te,n:sif'ied its co-operation 

with the OAU S~ecialized Agenc:j.e_s, namely the Union of' African 

Railways (UAR), the African Civil Aviati?n Commission (AFCAC) and 

the African Airlines. Association (AFRAA). The Department also 
; 

undertook activiti~s in the :field of' Telecommunications. 

a) ESTABLISHMENT OF A ~QREATTOr.t· FQR -THE 'miA:IW"- f 
Olf_ f!AIUJAY ENGINEERS . . . 

In the :framework of' the Co.-operation with the Uni,on of 

African Railways, the General Secretariat. took note of' the inte­

gra.ted progra,ll)me; set up by tha Union :for the training of' the sta:f:f 

working in the Hemb.er. Unions rail.ways. Since 1976,. the.Union of' 

Af'r:j..can Railways has drawn up an integrated training program!flEi' 

f'o:£. African Railways sta:ff' with.a-vie,w to. making more profitable, 

the railway transpo;rtation as. a tool for economic development o:f 

States. The Union :f.ee-ls .. that vocational training policies should 
' 

embrace all staff and has therefore drawn up a programme under 

which member networks are entrustect·wi.th the training of' the 

administrative_ personnel and :foremen. The Union o:f African Rail­

ways 1dll bear the expenses involved in the training of' supervi­

sory staff'. 

In this .P_?rspective; .. the Union has planned to set up 

the :following :fou;r sl.lb-regional. centers :for the training o:f 

r~ilway engineers:. 
" 

Brazzaville Cen"ttlr 

Zaria Center 

Lusaka Cen"ttlr 

Wardan Cen"ttlr 

People's Republic of Conge 

Federal Republic o:f Nigepia 

R?public o:f Zambia 

Egypt 
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Co-operation"among railway'Organ:i.:zatic;;ns i'n matters of 

·trairi.i'ng was ·str.;s:sect· ~nd spe'cific ~irectives for the 'implementation 

·o'r this·p~ogramme·'-w:eri3 di'cided. upon· at the Sympos.iuin held in 

Abidjan from 7 to 12 August,1978. 

b) Brazzaville Centre·; ' 
, I ; :~' . • .;",., .;, .. , ,: : . .'' -

'' "''"w_.,.;;, '0 

This pr·~·j~~c~ -~{hi~h· ~~~gan 'i'n 1974 was· 'taken over in 1976 

by the Uni'on; and :.Celevant. studies· ''.ii3re· 'financed by ·the· French 

Assist~nce c·o-op'era tion Fund. to the tune of'' 30 mi'lli.on · F·rancs CFA. 

·ari:hitectu-ral· surveys stand. a.t: 
... 

··' :· .. · 4 milli·oD.· Franc.s CFA (construction)·: 

2:·1 million· Frahcs· CFA (operation for 3 years) 
" -, 

· The·African Advanced'School for the Training of Railway 

Sta:ff;'which will be a b'oarding one; proposes"'t6 tra'in railway 

~ngirieers in specialized foields such as railway'eqtiipment,·traffic 

·and operation, over a''J to 4' year period. 

''' . . ~ . . 
'The Government· of the People's Republic of Congo. which 

has proposedc. to' ho'~t thl,'• School in Brazzaviie had granted the 

Institiltion·priviledges and.immunities gene':i:·ally accorded to simi­

'lar International Organizations; The HeaC:.quarters Agreement· was 

officially signed in Brazzaville on 2 April 1979 between the· 

President of UAR an.d the• Congolese l>linister of Foreign Affairs. 

· ·Rega·rding the'':finahcing of th:~ ci:mstr:uction an'ct running 

of the School, the Union of African Raill{ays··hopes that, with OAU 

and ECA assistance, International and African financial Institutions, 

'as well as UN Techn:i:cal Bodies and othei.r sources,of bilateral co­

·.operation'l>lill contribu't·e actively to tJ:i:'e:l'mplerllentation of the 

project. Con~equ.imt:I:y, this School, the' cost of which will be 

US$ 18 million, was included among the 'priority projects to be 

implemented under the first phase of the programme of the Transport 

and Communications Decade in Africa. 
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It is therefore desirable that all OAU Member States 

and particularly UAR member countries take the necessary steps 

to ensure the running of the School when co'mpleted, especially 

during the first three years. 

The plannine ·Cornmi ttee has f:Lxed Septembe'r 1982 as the 

oper:ii'i:tg date of the School. 

A total of US~ 35 million is earmarked :for the :first 

phase of the Transport Decade :for additional surveys and the 

establishment o:f other Cent:er in ,Lusaka, Zaria and >vardan. 

The Council o:f i"linisters could, in a resoluti6Ill!> ask 

African govGrnmentsj Af'rican as 1iJ'el1 as internationa:l f'ihancial 

institutions and UN t&chnical Organizations to· support the reali­

zation of' these projects within the framework of· the programme f'or 

the Transport aiiG. Communi ca. tions Decac.l.G D. 

During -the period covered by this Report, the Departmer · 

dealt also with matters arising ·out of African r~inisters o:f .Tran.Q 

:port and Communications Conference (Addis Ababa:, Hay 1979) o~ the 

Transport and Communication Decade in Africa ( 1978-1.988)· 'pr~clai­
med by ·the'Uriited Nations General Assembly,. the OAU/AFCiC Projectc 

t'o set up multina tio:nal civil aviation training Center at France-· 

ville-t,:verige (Gabon) and Ad'clis Ababa in Ethiopia, delibera.tions o:f 

the Sixth PlEmary Session of' AFCAC (Bamako, 21 May to 2 June 197~' 

and of' the AFF<!>A Gen6ral Assembly (Lusaka, April 1979). 

The African Ministers of-Transport and Communications meo 

in Addis' Ababa from 9 tu 12 Iviay ,1979 in accordance with OAU Reso­

lution CI-1/l.i.es. 675 (XXXI) and UN General Assembly Resolution· J2/"' 

to adopt·a global strategy for the implementation of' projects in 

the various transport and commun~tion modes to the urgent needs 

o:f the African countries, · especia:lly the senii-land locked· and lane~ · 

locked c6untrieso: The Ministerial Conference was preceded by 

African Experts and inter-'agency me;etings ·sponsored by the ECJ\ 

with the'view to define· the basis and the; '?onsituant elements 

of' a- strategy for the establishment of' an integrated •transport 

and communications network'in Africa. 
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, ... In the air transport •:field, t_he Minis.te~s examined 48 

proj'e.ct, proposals.'·o·f· national,-'regiorial· and sub-regional nature 

w.i th funding requirements o:f roughly US$ 555.97 million; in some 

selected African countries with du,e regar:d to newly independent 

land-'locked,' se>ni-lanc'.~loc:ked and· least developed· countrie~. 

Additionail Civil Aviation projects in some 44_Afcrican countries 

amounting to US$ 135 million as identified during the OAU/i•FCAC 

Conference· o:f Donors held i.n Geneva in Hay 197S :for :funding re­

.quir8ments ·werG also· examinedo 

In conformity )'lith thE; _ ob-jectiye pf the decade as de­

fined by the UN General Assembly'' ~;;,d in acc-ordance with the "Afri­

can Declaration:on· co-op~ratiqn~ ·de~&lopment and economic indepen­

_cerrce" adopted by the OAU Heads- of State and Government in June 

1973, the Hinisters approved the .foregoing projc:.cts in the air 

t.ransport sector together ·with those brought to. their attention 

and which in their view were to contribute to the urgEJnt develop­

ment neec:s in the aviation field. L full report on the African 

Hinisters of:Transport and Communications Conference is covered 

''uncle; -·S: separate documemt submitted 'by the Adt:linistrative Secre-

· te:ry-General to this Council. \ 

·.·:This year:· ·also .marl~_s_ ·the Tenth Amii,versary of AFCAC, for 

it 'was in 1969, ·a_t Addis Ababa that the :first ,Co_nstitution of the 

Commission ,.,as adopt'ed. J,t 'Bamako, membe>r States o-f AFCAC gathered 

, from 21 !Viay to 2 J,une 1979 to mark the TEJnth Al)-niversary as well 

as to meet in the Sixth Plenary Session o:f the Commission. 

l1FCC 1 s Plenary Session takes 'place bi--annually. During the Bamako 

AFCAC'i1eeting, the OAU Secretariat, :i>s usual, participated at a 

high level and. provided many i!).forma tioh both poli tioally and socio­

ec·onomically to th_e Conference. In· particu1ar, the Con:f&rence 

·was brie:fed on such politica1 decisions as the establishment' of 

new criteria for_ str.engthenihg. stronger. rela t{_onship between the 

OAU anC., its specialized 'agencies anc1 Jcj:e ef'f'.ortp ':currently being 

made at· political. l_evel to seek :funclings for the vari6us civil 

aviation pro'j'€>cts .-in. A:frica. 

--
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The Sixth :?lenary Session examined the Report of AFCAC 

activities since the Fifth Plenary in 1977, and conseq{:.ently 

approved the work programmes of the Commission in accordance 'Nith 

the,criteria laid down in the Commission's Constitution. The 

Session·also examined administrative· and financial matters for the 

year 1979/Bo·and 1980/81 arid later approved. the budgets _for the 

:t.wo years. 

The General Secretariat was also represe.nted at the 11th 

Genera·l itssembly of the l'.frican Lir Lines Association (AFR.AA). which 

met in Lusaka from 3 to 6 April 1979. AFRAJc has an observer 

status with the OAU, and has had a very good working relationship 

\rli th ·the GGneral ·Secretariat 0 In Lusake.. 9 member Airl;inGs of' AFRL.L. 

examined the annual activities report submitt8d by th<? Secretary­

General and. later maCe some concrete recommendations!' The United 

States Civil Aeronautic Board (CAB) order meant t~ disrupt the 

exi.sting air-tariff' structure to th~ disadvantago of African · 

idrlines as •rell as Fifth Frec;clom Rights lvere som.a of the poli­

tical ~ssues that emerged at the Conference. 

I'n this conn6ction, the General Secretariat welcop1es 

the· adoption of a resoluti~r{ by the Confer,mce of African Hinis_tc,~­

of· Transport and Communications (Addis ·l~baba, Hay 1979) approving 

in principle the establisr,ment of an African Air Tariff conferencG 

to negctiate_, agree and act" on fares and rates and other ·related 

questions with a' view to fostering African Unity and to protest 

the long-term inter.,;·sts of ilfricc;n users of air transport. The 

General Secretariat ·further wel·c6mes the adoption by the Ministers .. ., 
of Transport and Communications. of another rGsolution On Freedom 

of the Air "'hich inter-alia, recommends that 'the concept of 

sabotage ancl its applications on international air transport in 

i'frica be examined by LFCAC in order to promote the· development 

of intra-African air transporto 

Be that as it may, AFPJJ, is soliciting an urgent politi­

cal support from the OJ.U which is the supreme political organ in 

Africa to intervene so -that the United States CAB order to show 

cause No. 78-6~78 could not bG implemented to the disadvantage 

of J.frican Airll.nes. 
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The Council of Ministers js, 'therefore, requested to 

_giyE> directiv.as· to the Secretary-General so that the General 

Secretariat could take up the matter with the United States De­

partment of State without much delay. 

As ·regards teleco~ications 
members of the Co-ordinating Committee 

and especially PANAFTEL, the 
f'or PANFTEL 

(ECJ; ,OAU, ITU, ADB and Pl.TU) met again in Addis Ababa in J.pril 

1979 to examine various country projects and later heard progress 

Reports from the ITU on technical aspect of the Network and from 
'. 

the JJ)_B on the financing programmes of the various projects. 
·:~ . •' ; ~ 

Uithin the framework of the Transport and C.ommunicatior.s 

Decade ,i,n Af:t;ica, telecommunication projects as identified by 

both ECA. an,d, ITU experts were examinecl, and· a strategy for the 

next ten years was adopted, with- due regard to new PJcNAFTEL 1inks 
. . ~ 

in newly. independent, land-locked and i'sland countries of Southern 

i;frica. A comprehensive Report on the activities of the Pl;NliFTEL 

Network is being presented to this Council by the Secretary­

General unc1er a separate it em on the li genda • 

. The General· Secre'taria t also took part in ·a meeting 

spOJ:!-So,red by the ITU to· evaluate 'training need i!-1 telecommunica­

tion;;; ,fQr_ countries in the East and Southern African Regions. 

This Seminar took place in J,ddis Lbaba in April 1979 in pursuance 

of a resolution adopted by the 12th Regional Conference of Telecom-

,munication i>dministrations for East anC. Southern Af'rica (Seychelle~'<, 

September, 1977). The Jc'ieeting brought together'telecommunications 

training ~xperts from the two sub-regions as well as Exr:-erts from 

ITU, ioj~TU and Oi>U to examine the, tra,ining needs on count-ry by 

country basis. It later agreed on cg~crete measures as ·libw· to 

impr~voo training facilities for both middle-level and seni'or tele­

comr.tunications administrators in the,regiono 

It is the considered view of' the General Secretariat that 

efforts should be made to establish solid training criteria and 

! -

adopt a global strategy ~in training African engineers to enable 

'Afr-:Lca be, less, dependent on non-Af'rican telecQJI!li>uni-cation?Eifgineers • 

• 
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In this regard,· the' General Secr'etariat app~f~ls. to a:n African 

'Tefecommu:hica:tions, ·Administrations to 

training'programmes introduced by.the 

. ' -
take·advantage of the. 

International Telec;m;;,u-

nica:t±ons -Union, esjJeqi_.il:ly in the area' of:'IJupil. ~ngineer education. 

For e.n ITU Report, shows .that since the ond 'of' the Second.\lorlco 

.. ~irlar 9 many countries in A;fricc{ have gained tn'eir independence, yet 

.. -:Afri·can -Teleco~munica tiClilB Administra 'tions ·have · con!tinued to send 

thei'r pro·sp'ective pupil Engineers to Europe ancr North Lmerica for 

their acaden;Ji c education· and, in ·some cas-es, :fo'r ~thei.r ·field trai­

Il,ing as .. ·WeJ!l o' 

. ' ·IVZean1vhilo, to impl'em~nt'OAU Resdlut'ion: C!Vi/Re·5-.5S6(XXIX), 

on· the Establishment of' a:-P:an-1\:frican ?osta·l Union, the Gene'ral . 

. , . Secretariat ·continues its ·"efforts in making preparatory arrange­

men'ts -to convene 'the Conference' of Plenipotent'iaries some time· 

this year • It is again st"ressed that such a Conference will be 

convened on the same line as the Conference of Plenipotentiaries·, 

on the establish:nent of PATU. ·However, arrangements are being made·, 

to·. have African Group l>!eeting in Rio de Janeiro preceding the UPU 

Congr·ess sla t~cl '·for September/October 1979. Such a meeting woulcl . ' ' 

enable' the 1Sr:ican Group :consolidate a common stand on matters 

a:ffect:i':ilg pos'tal communication· in Africa, during the Congress. 
,, 

The General Secretariat also participated in the Second 

:Session· of' the Annual· Administrative Council ·of tbe Fan-African 

,, Telecommunications Union (PATU) ·which m<?,t- in Xinshasa in June, 

1979; and approved 'the annual-· work programme as well as the budge'o 

.for. fiscal year 1979/80'; 

Observations and Actions Recommended 
'··'' 

~ -. " . 

Transi_~ort" O:nd Communications sector t<ould continue to 

have a larger pie of national budgets in the Lfrican region simply 

because no actual impro~ell)ents i'n this. sector_-'have·':been no'tioed 

.;;i;nce post-independence era and no factt.ia:l.·strate·gy--,;as set by 

the yarious :former. colonial pm<ers geared towards over-all deve­

_loprriE.nt of transport and communicat:i:ons in ·areaJ admin~stered by 

\ 
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them,' Harely could a telephone message or di:r;ect air route des­

tined to neipllbouring countries in the region be made without ,firs·<; 

linking it t9 a metropolitan European country thereby diminishing 

the security whioh guarantees the existence of most African States 

,and their sovereignty • . ; .. 

; ~. 

In j;his connecti<;m, the Cqunc:i,l ,of Ministers.·io;;·,requestec: 

to draw ':'P, .broad cri.teria for: coll.ective action. to be· pursued by 

African ;S,tat8s in ord!"r to give an unqual;ifi.ed support to tha 

Transport ·and Coinmunications Decade recently proclaimed by the 

United Nations General Assembly. Such broad criteria COJlld take 

accou,.t of ,the folio~ing proposed. co~ordina tion activities with 

the ECA, 
' 

a) That in pursuance to Oi1U Resolution CH/Res,675(:XXXI) 
'·. 

the Secretary-G_eneral be autlwrized to involve the 

General Secretariat more actively· in the detailed 

.w?rk .programm8s as re_flected in th8 Global Strategy 

for the implemtntati'?n of the i)ecade,, 

b) That the General Secretariat be actively involved .in 

the inter-agGncy and in-ter-./J..frican organizational 

structure in orc~\::lr to monitor the activities of the 

Decacl~ as well as the co-ordination and impiemen­

tation of the Decade programmes. 

c) ,In the selection of Experts to go into the fi elcl to 

f'ollow up the action already tp.ken tow~rcls· the imrl ~:;, 

mentation of the Decade projects, efforts be made 

to use as far as ·possihie·.; "J:fr:lcan .. Exr~erts in 'th_e_ .... 
various modes of transport anc' communications, for 

Africans kriow the problems of. th.eir region best. 

-III. LABOUE POPULATION AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

A •.. Labour and Population 

In the field of Labour and Population, the Depa,r:tment 
. ' 

organized the meeting of the Fourth Ordinary Session of the OAU 

Labour Commission l;hich took place in IJlogadishu in April, 1979. 

·'· 

. . 
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'' 
. i , 

Unl:i:ke. previous years,,. a, n_ew element· in the work of' the OAU Labour - .. ... 

Comniission•·was added in. that tP,e~ f,our.th Session. of' -the Commission 

was; t:or the first -~ime_,. preceded, by an insti t1,1tionalised prepa­

r'atory meetingf'orExper.ts in Labour Administration 'which was held .. ' ' . . . . . 

in r4ogadishu, Soma.li_a· f'roiJl· 23 :to 25 April 1979. It' may be recallec 

the;t. the first Conf'_erenc·~- of' African Senior Labour Administrators 

was held in Addis Lbaba in November 1976. "That Conf'erenpe strongly 

recommended the institutionalisation of the Experts Meeting to 

pr"\cede· and be p:repara torY..:.:to the formal opening. of' the Ordinary 

Sessifin of' the Gommi.ssion,.· ' ·, 

' - 1 ' - - ', •' ' ~ -

ilf'ter having_ adopte.,i. the Report. and ':r'econimeridations of' 

the, Expe~ts 1 Meeting, the Ninisters .. started C.iscussing those 

'i>genda i terns that had been referred to. them f'<:>r. decision and 

·these which 'the Exp'erts 1' Meeting hac not discussodi Haoving ac­

C()mpli'shed:-its_ J:ior.K;, the_-F.ou;rth Sessio'n·adopted a;t.tcgether fcurtec. 

resolutions which ~i ther di·rectly or indir<ictly call-_ for the, a tten-­

tion,. action and- .express .authority of' the, Cquncil before th.e . '. ' '· ' ~ 

Secretary-:-Gene,al can.prqceed_ to 'i,mp:Lement them. In view of.this, 

the Administrative S_ecretary-General._has prepar&d a sepa:r;ate 

Report on the Proceedings of' the Fourth Ordinary Session of the 

OAU Labou~· Commis'sio:p. c!ocunient 'CM/975(XXXIII). Further details 

may be'obtainecl from;.this document,:if required. 

During this period, the,:Department also dealt with. the 

preparations of the--First Joint Conference of·Af'rican and Arab 

Labour Hinisters. It will be recalled tliat,during its Third 
' ' 

Session, the OAU Labour Cdmmi~sion adopted resolution LC/Res.34(ITT\ 

Ninisters in 
' ' 

Co-operation which- ~~as endorsed ,bY the Council 

Resolutions CM/653(XXXI) & .Cl4/668(XXXI) • • ••• . . - .. . . 

for the early convening of the Joi:n,t Con:re·rence of''Af'rican 

of 

and Arab Labour Ministers. In implementation of. these resolutionP 

the Secretary-Gencrai contaqted,thc Direciior-General of' the Arab 

Labour ,Organization (ALO) regarding mate"rial, financial and other 

or~zationa~ aspects of' the Conference, the Agenda as well as tna venue. 
The. recent development regarding the ho~ding of the 

Joint Conf'-"rGnce of African and Arab Labour Ministc.rs is that 

three inter-Secretariat meetings were he~c at the OJ\.U Headquarters 
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between the· ALO and the OAU GElneral Secretari,a·t. ·It is impo'rtant 

.:to.-, mention' also ·-th'a:·t ·an el:even.:.m'ember: ~i:ri.st~rial· Preparatory 

Pommi·itee' ·-was cons"t':ftu ted' to c·o:...orcli'na te 't·l~~, ·'pre.para tions :for this 

Conference, The· Commi ttse iriclucss '·S 'il.ral:J countries two of'' which 

are· f'rom.-Asia· ahd -8ix P.f'rican col.iritri'es/o'ne o:f which"will be ·the 

host. c·ou.htry. · · Nore in:formati'on on this· qu'l'!stion ·can be :found in 

document CN/975 -(XX:,'CIII).' . i· 

·• Finally, the Depai--tnient coritinue'd. more closely than in 

the past' i·ts ef'f'orts to strengthen i·ts cO'- operation rela tio'ns 

with International and Non-governmental Organizations dealing 

wi·th labour, popula tiori· and rel<; ted rna tters, 'A special mention 

should· be· 'made· here of'· th.e 'harmonious co:. operation 'entertained 

w;i.th the ILO ·and' 'i'ts· subsidi.ary' boclie's; · 
.-.. 

'')• 1\ s the work of' the Labour' a{:.d. Population Section· covers 

m'ore 'or· less the same issues as· the- ILCi' itself'; the two Organ:iza­

tions' held several' 'mee'tings geare'd ··t6" harmoniz:ing' their re spec t:i ve 

. work. programm<is and to· de'Cerm:ini;,g which. areas could. be c'over·ec: 

jc:in.tly;· In th:i's regard, the'f'ollow:ing'areas wore jointly discus-

' .. 

.. :. .. '· 

' ' . -; .... : 

'·'-

' . .,.J,: '=.-: 

.. 
' ' " I 

' ,. 

a) Pr.,;mot:ion of' ccinc:i.t:ions of' i:i:re·: and_ work; 

b) l''rogramme International pour l'AU:el:ioration des 

Cond:i t:ions du Travail (PIACT) (Working Env:ironment) > 

Labour Ai:Jm:in:istrat:i·on; · 

Social Secur:i tn·· ' 

· Vocahonal ·and TeC1mi 0al ·Tri:lin±:tig; 
1 l'J orK.ers<~ ''~:Educn ti ~n-i · 

c) 
cl) 

<>) 

f') 

g) 
·h). 

··Jobs 'artd ;sk:ili~ progiarl.m'~ :fo:t.' Af'r'ica (JASPA) ;· 

·Poss'i ble··:·estabi:i.shmeri·t of' an' Af'r:ican Employ·ers'' 

·-oxgahiZU"t·i a·ri. ;· "' :. -~ • -, t ' •' : 

i ). , Rol·e of\ 'Tracie· Uni ens :in Dev.:-lopment;· 
., 

. j) '·. 'Empl·oymertt ·of' the .. D:isableci'"vlo'men and 'Youth, 

but ·a ·:few· •, 

, .. 

' u 

' 

·'- ' 

~· ' 
. <.' 

..-; ,-,-/ 
.. ···:.:· 
-~: '\o : •• 

. ·,. ~ .;•:-.. 
·· .. ··· 

' ' 

'.} c._:·· 

"I 

•' 

" ' 

t'o mention 
. I 

·- '' 

•. 
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U;nder thE! f'ro.me'>:'ork of' the O.AU/ILO Lo.bour o.nd Popul.aUon 

P,r,o_gr~mm<', discussions which had began in the previous year were 

said _.to-.be nearing _fruition." In that connection, the· "ILO Labour 

and Popul.a ti.on ProgrammE!, wi 'f<h the· financial. ·support· of' the UNFPA, 
., 

was going to recruit on behalf'• of' the OAU f'or ·a· period of' two· 

years 1_ E:cperts. in Labour o.nd .Population, To ·this end, ·a Gemogra­

pher, a-Senior Labour Economist and o. Senior Social Scientist 

were initially to be . recruited f'or the Lo.bot,~r .. .''lol:L¢L_Po;pulo. ti on: 

Section. They woulc! be recruited to deal mainly with~ 

'.-

,·, 

Collecti11g inf'orma tion ·and data l'-'1d. .. '-U:>d§l:r:taking case 

studies on the socio-political implications f'or 

labour migra tio1;1 ·between i:\._:f.ricrom countries. 

-·-. st,;dyi~g--lab;~-~ -;~iici~s -~I15~ .. (in.tra'-regional) migra­

: -· ·--- · .... _.tic",;,_ --_._.:in .Af.~j_ ~~;_ ... -.. -.-_.· _· __ .. · ---. 
' --· ····-.... - ... --·-·-· __ , ···-···· 

S t~ciYi;:;g --s~b-regional __ popu;J.a ti.?n and employment 

poli c=!-es. 

'' 
A Co-ordinating Committee will be• set up between the 

., ' 

OAU and the ILO to discuss the plans of' work·,. and monitor them on 

the basis o:( six-monthly Reports, Its members ldll be: 

.. •. 

a) 

b) 

f 
The Head of' the ECOSOC Department (Chairman)t 

The Director of' the ILO Regional Cff'ice; . ' 

c) _The Chief' of' the ILO Labour.and Population Team\ 

c1) The Population Poli<;>:!.es and.Research Advisor·· 

(S<lcretary). 

··'· 
The .ILO H,eaC:quarters in .Geneva has approved this projec+ 

and submitted it. to -UNFPA f'or financing )'li thin the 1980/BJ· budget. 

The only thing remaining is the OAU Policy-making Bodies' green 

light ..... The Council of' 1-'linisters is·,. therefore,- requested if' it 
' ' 

ho.s no objection, to authorize the Secretary-General to go ah8ad 

with ths arrangements agreed upon between the ILO Regional. Of'f'ice 

and the· General Secretariat so that once the financial support of' 

UNFPA is obtained, the project can start being implemented witpout 

further delay. 
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In implementatip:p. .of Resolution CM/Res.65J(XXXI) which 

callec 0n the. Ol:.U, OLTUU _and the_ ILO to clraw up a .joint action 

prog~~mrre in the fielc: of,labour, emp:).oyment, population and , 

related social questions,. the Sect:;. on convened an informaJ:: consul­

tation betweem the three Organizations tool< place during the 

Thirty-Second Session of the Counoi,l of .Ministers held in Nairobi, . ' . . 
Kenyn, After. discussing. the tr..ree draft actio:p. programmes,· 'they 

lvere merged into one draft action programme which formed 'a substan­

tive agenda item of the Fourth Session of the OAU Labour Commission. 

B. Social Affairs 

In the field of Social Affairs, the Department has dealt, 

during th.e period )lncter review,_ with the follo'l-ling issues I 

.. ·, 

a) Joint OAU/ECA Follovr-up Mission .to Tripol:l., Libyan Arab 

Jamahiriya, on the iJ:stablishment of the African 

Centre for Applied Research and Training In Social 

Deve?-opment D, 

' . ··. '! 

It should be recalled that i:p. January 1977, the Second 

Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs in Alexandria, 

Egypt, adopted Resolution 2(II) on the establishment of the Centre 

for App:).ied Research and Training in Social .Development. The 

Ol:U Council of Xinisters, in its Thirty-First Ordinary Session, 

by Resolution CN/Kes.6l.8(XXXI), decided to locate the Centre in . ' . .. . . 
Tripoli. These decisions were ratified by the Fifteenth Ordinary 

Session cf tJ:e Heads of. State and Governmemt in Khartoum, Sudan, 

in July 1978. 

;." 

' . ~mp?-ementing th __ e Resolutions, the Li,byari Government 

' earmarked material facilities which still need to be finished for 

the establishment and use of the Centre. The General Secretariat 

of the OAU, on its part, requested for US$ 100·,,000,00 in the 

1978/79 budget as its contribution to the operations of the Centre 

during the first year of its existence. 

.-
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In response to these recommendations, the Secretary­
! 

General wrote a letter to the Exccu.tive Secretary of 'ECA expressir-,g 

support of the Report a~d communicating readiness to release ~he 
' funds of US:;\: 100,000~00 to th8 account as soon as it would have 

been opened in Tri],.>oli. The ECA in turn communicated this de-· 

cision to UNDP in Tripoli, but at the.time of writing this Report 

no o.nswer had yet. been h<'ard. It is, however,, .t.o be expected 

that UNDP ·will c;omply and that the project 1dl.l '?Oon take off the 

ground. 

Memb~r States. ·are k:incly r~quested to. si~ the Agreement 

establishing the Centre to indicate more political will an? sup­

r~ort. Up to· npw, only thirteen countries- .have signed, namel.yc 
' 

Burundi, Cameroon, Egypt, Ghana 0 Kenya, Libya, l"iali,_ !i-lorocco, 

Niger, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Suc:an ~d Zaire, 

' 
. b) OAU/ECA Follow,-up Miss'ion to Lome, Togo, on the 

' , 
Preparations ·for the Forthcoming Thi-rd Conference 

of' African ~.li'n:isters. of Social A:ff'airs 

. ' . . . : _., . "' 

lt is also to be.rccalled that,.dur:j.ng the same Second . ' , 

Conf'er.en9e of the A:frican Minister-s 9f' Social.,Affair,s, i1,1. .. Jam,mry 

1977, the Republ~'?· of. Togo ext0nclec!.a.n inv:i,tation f'or holding"tho 

Third l'i~eting in its :capital, Lome. A Joint O.AU/ECA missi,on was . . ·' .,_ . ' . 
in,~o~e from·13 to 17 February 1979 with the ma~n ()bjective of 

studying with ~he h9st Gove.rnment a'-!thortti.s;s ,tJ:!e dates, .~o.dalitias 
n~q orgiZmiza t~ ona~ ·_arrangements· f'o:t the. conven~ng in L9me of'· -the 

TJ.?.irC. Co~f'erenqe of' i.~.f'rican Iviinisters of' Socia~ Af'fairs., It has 

been agreed that the Session will. take place from 1· to 16 October 

1979. 

c) .Triternational Year of' the Child 

_ .. 

J. t its 'l;'hirty-Secon,d Orc~:tnar:y Session in Nairobi, Kenya·~ 

the OA'U Council of' Ninisters adopted Resolution CM/714(XXXII) on 

the Integra tio1,1. of' If omen in DevolOJ2ment, calling f'or, ,a<!long .others, 

an OAU Publ.ication, ,tel mark the IYC j.n Africa during 1979 •. F,ol-
- -~--··-'-··-· ---·-·· ~-~.,······~~-·- ----·-- ---····---··~·-·--·--· ~--·---·,~·-···--·---~------··· ~~-----···-

l01ving this Resolution, the General Secret~riat has been takin(S 
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appropri8:te measures to ensure the circulation of information . -· 
collected from member States. I_n this connection, the Secretaric.t. -·.r _, 
had already sent out note. verbale No. ES/SvJ/29/96, 79 on 8 February 

1979, requesting the_information on various aspects connected 

with the_rights and w.elfare of children in member States, ·but up 

to the time of "1-Tri ting this Report,- li.ttle reaction had been 
- :-_~ . 

received in the Secretariat. ,···· ::-
. ~ ; . .. :.!J 

-~-;~ . 
In spi t·(,(of this _impasse, . the General Secretariat manageC.: c.·: 

to get ~ufficient material from the-,United Nations Agencies in 

Addis Ababa, namely UNICEF, UNESCO, ECA, ILO anc: ~JHO. This 

mater-ial'· togeth'e'r with that of the General Secretariat, has been 

compiled to form document C~/982(XY~III) which is presented to the 
. -·~-

Council for ··consideration al).d. approval-; --·--· ;. ... , . ,_ '· 

;In :addi.-ti"o'ri to this, the General Secretariat has been 

in touch with the International Insti·tbt-e· for Lab~~r- Studies in 

G~neva on what ci::iuld be c:'.one to protect the children's rights 

and_ .promote heal thy child we], fare in Africa. The result has been 

encouraging indeGd in that the hTO Ins ti tu ti oils have agreed to 

run a symposium on "The_ WorlC: of Work and Protection of the Chilc"c. '' 

This Symposium is likely to take place ih Ab':i.dja~ from 10 to-1 J 
' December 1979. An appeal is- t,h&refore·,•- hereby made to all member· 

States to s&nd relevant· p al!ticipants "to ensure the Symposium 

succeeds. 

-f.· 

d)· •International Year of the Child Sumposium, Kenyatta 

. ,. Conference Centre, Nairobi, Ken'ya, 19 - 22 March 1979 

The International Year of the 'Child "Symposium on basic 

servic!"s, objectives, strat<egies and i_:orogrammes for ·children in 

East_ern ];.£rica was organized by UlJICEF-EaS't-JAfTican Hegional . .. . ' 

Of':fi_c~.,_in _co,;_operation with the Government ·o':f r<.:c:niY~o The purpose 

and objectives of the Sympo_sium ,.;ere' 

a) to review and assess_ the situa ti'on of children in 

the Eastern African Region; 
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b)" to promote the activities of the IYC National Com­

mission and promote exchange of knotvledge and expe-.. . ~ 

riel,1ces; 

c). to encourage awareness:r·~nd · sti~\l.la,te discussion amon;:: 

senior poli"cy.:.inakers · -~ncl plann,errs. responsible for 

the. soc:i!IU ·sector (he,;lth; .educ.ation, -nutrition, 
• .. I '.. ~ J. ' : ,. ' 

etc ••• ), to'.gether ,;ith the IYC Co"mmission members, 

on the In'tegr·a t"ion of Children 1.s I'rogramme·s into 

national Economic and.Social Development>pla:h~;· 

d) to explore trends in planning, programmes pr6para­

·tion" ·and ·reSource· ali'ocation _(hum~:r!- ·and fd.-nancial) 
;. ... 

in expanded ·programmes for children and,. 
,J. 

e) to suggestgu:idelines t;,_ governmental Organizations" 

for· the ·promotion anJ.<~xpansion of .. ef'f'ecti.ve .1ia~ 
tiona! policies' ·arid Jrogrammes in the context of 

I 

the basic services approach c...nd popular pq.rticipati-~.:1., - .. -· 
; . 

i . 
The clelibera tions ·of the Sem:cnar dealt ,.,i tj1.. general·, trenC:.s 

and methods to be adopted in· orc!er to alleviate some of . the. ills· 

which. hi~cler the overall imporvemeri.t or welfare of the ilfrican 

Child, 

services 

In this r-egard, some of the issues discussed were: 

f'or C?P~ldren·,. cOmmunity P'~rticipati.on, preve~ti o~, 

basic:·: 

manpo1ver. El:nd training, fact·: f'inding-· :rind data an~lysis_,.: r_esoproes 

and C?Ommuni9ations, etco .. o 

: .. 

The problem of development a,nc~ ·.planning in Africa has 

been" ·e.· subject of concern to the continent as a whole, One dis-

tinct issue that surfaced t:tn:.cughout--thc debate. was. ·w:hether plan­

niii(t..:X'or" t:h~ ·;:';,;.'t~-~~~:~ ~~- ~lJ.-;j.iaren eah be separated from over all 
,- ' . ...: ... ~., ..... ~ '.- .... 

n:ati'ciriai planning, In most countries of ·Africa, important issue 
\ . ., 

like the 1Velfare. of childrCJ?. is· accorded low ~Jriori ty, Howev&r, 

it was f"el t that planning· ·cannot bco' separated and agencies concernGcc 

with the welfare o:(.chi:ldrEm· should, in the process, encourage 

their respective governments to' _pay more than passing attention to 

this important issue - lvelf'arG o:f· c:P~l.dren .. 
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" Inaugural Session of the African Regional Co-ordinat-ing 

Committee for the-Integration of Homen in Developll'ent 

The ECOSOC Depar·tment also ~articipated in the above 

meeting which took place in Rabat, Morqcco, from 14 to 18 March, 

1979· The Inaugural Session of' the A:frican Regional Co-ordinating 

Committee for the Integration of' l'lomen in Development was sponso­

red by the United Nations Economic Commission for Af'rica, through 

the African Training and Research Centre for '(ifomen (ATRCl") in 

co-operation with the Government of' tli.e Kingdom. of' Morocco. The 

meeti~g .. wae: organized in conformity with the recommenda.tions of 

the Reg~onal Conference on the Implementation of' National, Regicnal 
.. ·: . .. ·! .. 

and Uorld Plans of Action :for the Integration of Homen in Develop.:. 

ment -vrhich ·vras held in Nouakchott, Mauritania, from 27 November to 

2nd Oct,o.ber '· 1977. 

The Regional Conference haC: .:recommenc!edSI among other 

things 1 the establishment of' an African F!egional Co-ordinating 

CommitteG (ARCC) to facilitate the Int&c;ration- o:f \!omen in 

Development, and also the establishment.at the sub-regional level, 

prior to the cr~ation of ARCC, of "Commi tte.o;s on the implementa­

tion of plans o:f action for the Integ~ation of Women in DevelopmGnt 

within thG frame1mrk of' the existing Multinational Programming and 

Operati,onE>l. Centres (HULI'OOs) based at- Lus.aka, Yaounde, Gisenyi;_... 

Nio.may and Tallgierso 

Pursuant tq thes·e recom:nenda tions, tha Economic. Com­

mission for Afric.a._has assisted 11ith the establishment of the svb-·· ·· - .. 
regional.Comt!littees in Lusaka (June 1-9-7trJ'\f9"",'0:fhe,East and Southc:;cn·'· · .. 

" .··• .. ,- -" .• \"A-. 

Jl.frican sub-region,· .in Yaounde _(July ~8) ·:for the Central Africi:c-,.· 

sub-region, in .Niamey (November ~ December 1978) for the ilfest 

African sub-region, and Gisenyi (January 1979) for the .Great LE>kGs 

Community sub-region. The Committee for the North African sub­

rGgion :~?-as not yet been established. Ro11ever, the Committee of' 

Officials for the Tangiers~based HULPOC approved the establishment 
; .. ; . 

of the sub-regional Committee at its meeting held in Tangiers in 

1978. The Qj.U General 86cretariat, through the ECOSOC Department, 

has been closely associated on GVe:ry occasiono 
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ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF INTERAFRICAN TECHNICAL 

....... -.. ~--- ...... "•• 
. ' 

- ,, -:• p"' " • 

A, IMPLEMENTATION OF :RESOLUTIONS OF EARLIER ORDINARY· 

.SESSION OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

•' . 
' . . ~. 

1. One of' ·these resclutions doncerns th~ .;rollow.:.up ,of' the 

Un:i. ted ,N'ations. Conf'erenbe ·on -Tedllnical c~~opera tiori among De-: 
. . ' . - i ' . . 

veloping CountriEis. Irr ·fact, "after consideration of' _Docull)ent 

CM/954 ,(~~II) .ort• the- Conference and t~~ B~e~cs Aire~ Pian of' 
. ' • ' ' " • . : :- -,. • l . 

Action, the_.OAU'Council_c>:f' Ministers, at its Thirty"':Second 

Ordin?-rY Sesi'i±ori·) ai9sigrled ri_erta:i.h d~ties t~ the Genera,!- Secreta-,. 
\ . ' : •• <. ' • ; ' ; f - . :., . 

ria_t _as we11- as-- to OAU Neinber States.. Consequently,-- OAU Member 
' . . . ' . -' . - .. 

States ,haVEi' been reques't;eci': 

l . 

a) to undertake an in-depth study of' the Buenos Aires Plan 

of' Action to ensure its sa tisf'actor.y impl_ementation both . ,, - . , . 
at nationa:l anci·' re~ional levels; 

b) .to take all necessary measures to participate actively 

in the various meetings on TCDC within th~ framework of' 

UNDP· and' the sectoral meetings or?~nized_ by the United 

Nations Sp<:lcialised Agencies • 

. !Iha Soc:ccrtarla;t.. oarr:tcd-uut a thorough s-i:t'.d;y- one tho- intonsificU,tibn .. of~ -- _ 

cO"""'JOrD,:tion·a;nme; African State::<, a11d anp11g o·t!Jer developing oountricr:J: 

!lli:k.t mOf1i-lS by--uairte tho- t11jor :otiotj.nc;--t()"J(ts; ::tro- should <Jof'ine ..... 
:·.• ., _ _. 

co11ere11t objectives _and pr'ogramme~ 'in each section. To this end,, 

the Secretariat·has already requested the collaboration of' ECA. 

As soo_n ·as the document has been prepared, it will be se':':t to OAU 

!1ember States for ·a preliminary st-udy. before submission to the 

Thirty-Fourth Ordinary s'ession. of' the Council of' .Ministers to be 

held next y_ear. 

~ ' 

The other resolution relates to the es-tablishment of'- a Con­

ference of' African Inter-gove~e~tal Organizations, It is a follow­

up of' ov.r Report CM/953 (XXXII). 
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On the basis of' "Directory of' Inter-governmental Co-operation 

Organizations in Af'rica", the Secretariat drew up a list of' insti­

tutions concerned and transmitted the draf't constitution of' the 

Conference ahd a record card to the latter; it ca~led on them to 

communicate their comments bef'ore the comrtituen-i; 

held in Addis Ababa in October, 1979~ 
•' ' 

meeting to be 

J, The third resolution of' the last Council. of' Ministers relates 

to co-operation bett-Jeen OAU and the Panaf'rican Development Institute 

(PDI), In the Report (CN/955 (Y.XXII)) the Council was informed of' 

the appropriateness of' establishing sustained.relations with this 
\ r:• I 

Institute.· It was requested to hold a meeting with PDT and ·STRC 

so as ·to prepare. a draft Agreement~ be<;<r:ing in mind the observa­

tions made during the d:i..ii'C:ussiors and to set .up a joint programme .. ,. 
of ac.tivities while avoiding all duplication, 

Consequently, the Secretariat subm:i. tt\"d its conc'l.ll.s:i.ons a:s 
well as resolution CM/Res, il2 (XXXII) on A;frie!'ln non-governmen'tal 

Organizations to the PDI. 

B. OTHER ACTIVITIES IN TrlE FIELD. OF CO-OPERATION 

4, Tra:i.ning on "The Organization and Management of' Agricultural 

Co-opera ti vesiJ 
',.· 

''.!. 

The first training within the framework of' Interaf'rican Co­

operation was financed by the UNDP.and assisted by the teaching 

staff of' the International S;ocia1 Gtud;_"" l.nst1.T.ute (ILO) and the 

Panaf'r:lcqn . r·n~.'nr><'!:ra t:l. ve T~aJ.n:i.ng Centre , . It .. was · ini tiall.y. ;i.ni;.<!J\.cl <ed 

f'or African staff'~ 

a) drawn f'rom newly independ8nt African States (Angola, 

Cape Verede, Nozambique, Guinea-Bissau, Sao Tome and 

Principe, Seychelles, Comoros and Djib(')Uti); 

b) with the following qualif'iqa tions g '' 

Four years of' secondary 8ducation plus twooor three 

years of' experience in the f'ield of agricultural 

co operatives ; 



-. 

CM/967 (XXXIII) p;;_'l\c II 

Page 53 

or, in absence for candidate~ who have completed 

their seconci"ar.y educaij_:i.on and .intend working in 
. . ,.. " ; ,_ : .. 

Angola, Cape Verde, Comoros and Djibouti joined by Benin, 

Togo, Niger.":i.a ahd" R'~arida ef:fecti vely parti_(}ipated in the course. 

Thus about twenty candidates participated. in this tra~ning organ­

ised at Pana:frican Co-operative Training Cen_t:re at Cotonou :f,roin 

2J April to 2JJune 1979. 'l'he' teaching was in French and· Portui-.-

gues e and was di vided . .".i:b.to ·two: 

Lectures and prahtical l<o:r;.~:·at·ithe· Centre, 
'"' ''·-·.!...· ·-· ..... 

Practical work and visits to coope;,ativ~~i1; Benin and 

. ';) . . - ' 

The programme was bas·ed on social aspects of the organization 
~' ~ ;,(j ;' ' 

of .... agricultural coope"r"ati ves and on produ;c tion ~d . marketing· • 
. ~ _, '"'"""' . . :. . ' 

, ... 

5. 
.., ; 

Finally, \d thin . the :framework of In terafrican Technical Co-

operation ·Programme it:gives pleasure to mention: 
•,. ,• •·, I 

a) that.a Malagasy. t·i.~spor:t' engine.er 'm·s placed' at the 
' . . 

disposal" of the. Cape Verde Government. ·This co-opera-

tion between. two OAU Hember States enjoyed the colla-' 
. . ' . . . 

bora tion of the Gener"ai Secr'etar·iat a.~d tJ::te he;tp of 
'- !, 

UNDP •. 

b) that a short, medium and long"term t~aining programme 

was prepared fo·r OAU s ta:ff; · · · Tlii s ··first ini tia ti ve 

'. 

makes up' for one of the ti®dequecics .in our system. 

This work was done within two months by the Secretariat 

with the help of" the ECA • 

.. ·,:.:: 
· .. •'. 

~ .. ' . '• 
.·.'. '· ~) .. -~-- · .. 

.. 
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ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF AFRO-Al'IAB co:...oPERATION 

S'ince the Thirty-Second Sess:i':on of the Council of' Ministers 

in Nairobi,· the, activities. of' the. oAu General Secreta~iat. in the 

'field of'' Af'ro-A.rab C<;>_-operat.~~n-_have been essentially domi~ated by 

. sustained efforts for the implementation of' the Resolutions ad-opted 

by the Thirty-First Session of'.th,e Council of' Ministers in Khartoum 

·and for the· ei~cution of' ,~he.J)ecisions and Recommendations adopted 

by- the Fourth Ordinary Sessi.on held· in ~uwai t in December 1978. 

On of' the clauses .of' _Resolution CN/Re~. 668 (XXX:} on Afro­

Arab Co-operation adopted .by the Council in Khartoum autllorizes. the 

OAU Secretary-General to, in collaboration with his counterpart of 

the League of' Arab States, practical and financial modalities. ,of' 

convening a joint meeting of' African and Arab Ministers of' Informa­

tion and the joint meeting of' African and Arab Ministers of' Labour. 

These tw·o i terns were al.so included on the Stand':ing Conimi_ttee 1,5_ Agenda 

for its. Fourth Ordinary Session held .in December 1978 in Kuwait. 

Before closing its deliberations, the Committee authorised the 
h, • 

S~cp~taries-General" of' the two Organizations· to examine the practi­

cal ways and means of' organizing the twq j<;>int Afro-Arab Conferences. 

Regarding the organization of' the joint meeting of' African 

and Arab Ministers of' Information, the OAU General Secretariat madG 

a succinct report to the Counc'il of' Information Ministers meeting 

at its Second Ordinary Session· 'in Addis Ababa from 4 to ·9 Aprili; 

·19'79, on the development of' tl:ie activities jointly undertaken by 

the two Secretariats in the field of' Information. 

Before closing its deliberations, the Council of' Informa­

tion Ministers adopted Resolution CN/R~s.2 (II) which, among other 

things, authorised the OAU Secretary-General to immediately get in 

touch with his opposite number of' the Arab League so as to decide, 

in consultation with· the Tunisian Gov~-~~ent, on the date of' the . ' 

First ·Ordinary Session of' the joint c·~'uf'erence of' African and Arab 

Ministers of Information. 
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Regard~ng the preparation of-the joint meeting of 

Africari ~~d Arab Ministers of Labour, the OAU General Secretariat 

also informed the Fourth Se!ision of'·th'e OAU Labour Commission 

· · l\rllich met in Jllogadishu (Somalia) from. 26 to 29 April 1979, of' the 

activities jointly undertaken in that field. by the two Organizations. 

• • •' ,,' , ' ' I' 

A preparatory meeting of·representat~ves from the Arab 

Labour ·drganization and OAU Secretariat was held at the OAU Head­

quarters in Addis Ababa, :from 2 to·5 Aprl.l, 1979; This meeting 

was mainly aimed at considering and deciding on the modalities and 
. . . 

'·· "theO.ii.dininis:trative, 'technical and :financia1 arrangeme:q.ts f'or the 

organization of the joint meeting of African and Arab Labour Ministers. 

Th·e two parties agreed to hold this joint meeting_ in April 

'1980;· 

After the Fourth Session of' the ~tanding Committee, the two 

Secretariat underto-ok the necessary measures. and .consultations to 

fix dates for"the 

Committee and the 

meetings of' the Fifth S~ssion of' the Standing 
. • r . . . • . • • ·~· 

First Session·: of' the Afro-Arab Ministeri~l Con-

The tl~o Secretariats _kept regular ,contact with the host 

Libyan Government on the m<;-ter:i,al organization-of' the. Conference, 

·: . ; 
It '!JUSt be noted, how~ver,, that contact- between:the two 

Secretariats_ was inte_rrupted by_ the developments iii the ,s-ituation 

in Member States of, the. Arab -League early March, 1979• • ·This 

situation disrupted co.:ordina.tion· and consultation e:fiorts between 

the . two .S~cretaria t~. and tempora;:rUY · · paralysed the normal process 

of joint prepara,tion of documen,ts,, and usual consultation on all 

problems of common interest, 

In. the f'iel.d of economic. and financial co-operation the 

result was posit_j_ve, judging by the statis.tical data supplied by 

BADEA in its 1978 Annual Report. 

By way of' illustration, we woul.d like to reproduce here­

under a few· figures contained in the Report: 
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BADEA 1 s commitment to African countries 

as at Jlst December, 1978 

BADEA 1 s Financial assistance to the most 

seriously affected by natural disasters 

-··-~···--· 

BiillEAis Financial assistance to least­

developed African countries (as at 

Jlst December, 1978) 

Whilst Sahelia."' countries fcape Verde, " 

Gambia, Upper Volta:, 

and Chad) received 

Mali, Niger, Senegal, 

__ .:.. .. -­
'~-,-"" .... 

.--··· 
. -' ...... . 

~ ~ ... ·..- .. 
Total ;loa.n_.,Qmmitment·and Aral assistance since 

1973-78 

i) in favour of the most seri.ons~y ~f'ecte.d 

African countries 

in the form of concessional aid and 

ii) in favour of the least developed African 

countries- total 

in the form of concessional aid and 

in the form of non-concessional aid, 

iii) in favour Of the Sahel countries 

total 

this total inc·ludes concessional aid 

and non~concessional aid 

US$ (Million) 

= 7~ 87 

= 152,991 

= 215,166 

= 119,098 

,..~ .. 448.66 

= J43,17~ 

= 88),253 

= 222,)55 

= 7JJ,554 
= 647,292 

= 82,262 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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l;G'T'IVTTT?,f Tl·J TH"Pr pr·Err·.p OF EpiiCl;TTON P 

SCTENCE, CULTUi-:E AND SOCILL i..FFATF..S 

Tl-le major act·ivities, .. of:.the.~ducatic;mal, Scientific, 

Cultural and-Social Affairs Department maj,.n~y centered on the 
·:;.':· )':' 

implementation of i-i.esolutions • 

. . . . . ' ~:. .. _; -~- ·--- --~---- ..... _,_ --~~ ... '. 
CHAPTER I EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

.: .. • 

Owing ·to' the ·inadequacy of ansi,Jers to the questionnairG 

addressed to Membe~ States, the Educational and Cultural Department . ' was unable to hold experts meetings ~~ implementation of two Reso-

lutions: one "on·'.JLdult·: Continu<;d Education, P.esolution C~4/Hes.J69 

(XXIII) and the other on Innovatio'ns of·8urricular He:forms and 

rJiethods of Tea'<:hing in:.Primary· and Secondary Schools in Africa. 

(ilesolution Cl-!/Res .574 (.lrox) ) • 

The Departmerd; ·once. again sent, ... reminder Notes Verbale 

to Member States which had·not replied to. these questionnaires • 

. It' therefdre' proposes convening these exp<;.rts 1 · meetings on these 

'importan:t subj'\cts as •from Septemb<;'r, 1979. 

To this end·,.·the Secretariat would like to ·make an urgent 
. ;,r : . 

appeal to Hember StatGs Hhich have not replied to this questionnajTe.-

:to be kind enough to do so. at their earliest convenienc&', to enable 

it hold the r,1aetings on schedule d. 

;. h:-,;-. 

CHJ,PTER II - P3ALTH, HYGIENE AND NUTP.ITION 

During the period under reyiew, the Health, Hygi&ne and 

Nutri·tion Division carried o.ut its normal activities· within th.a 

frame~rork of the objectives of public health in Africa, by strengtb..o­

ning its co-oporation with the WHO and its R_egional O:ffice in 

Africa, 
: ' . 

The preparations of the seminar it plans to hold on goitr 

in Africa are actively underway. Investigations on this disease have 
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,, .. . -- .. 
-':').·. ··--
-· > 

S.ta tes 1 · ReSka'rc:r.:-·Insti tutions·., . - ' . . ,., .... - . - .. , . Here again, 

tho inadequacy of answers i's regr.ettable., 

-. --· __ ;_~~~--~~;,.....;..-"...... ' 
........ ----

Participation. in Tecl=ioel: -Co£.'f-e·~;;;nces 

'Ui_t:b..in thz frame.work. of:_ the Inte~natione.l Year. of the ·Cl,lj ld,;; 

the Director of the Heal tn Di v:l:s-iol'i ·participated in the wor1:shop- of '. . ' ... . " -- ..... . 
African and Arab experts- on the prbtectfon o:f .chi:)..dren and adolescents;. 

held in Tangiers (Morocco) I~rom i9 tc 22 .Harch 1979, ··under· the high 

patronage of Her i~oyal Highness, Princess __ _I,:-!'l-l-;1~_}-~.::'a. __ __,. 

Member··states of CAU.and_.the Arab··League, 

·Participants, .numbering ·about· ·125, -cam\" in the mairi· f'ror.; . . . _,, 

The ._Agenda dea.J.;j; mai_nly w.~ th the problems o:f the .. dev<:>lopment t. 

of the child and the adolescent. Discussions centred around measures . 

for protecting c:P..ildren and.,.adolescents fro~ :i_;,_j;ustic:~' exploi t-;tio-~, ;f', 
. ' • · '' , ~- '· ') .•. l ' . , , . :. , •· .•. ',I 

sexual assaults on girls-. _disease, hunger and, ignorance. Special . . - . . ~~ 
attention "as-i:Ievo:!;ed to physical.ly handicapped and mentally retardad . . ' ~ . . 

children or v'icti_ms of Apar.theid c'.isP,lace>d by cli!}t of l-l:ar,- or 1-ivir..g_ 
. ~-· .: :'P:t}·'. 

in palestinian Camps. 

The Resoli.<·d.o~s :::.,dopt.ed after t'h.:; vrorksho:;o_ rela.ted ·to, 
•' \'. 

a) _A fact-f'iictding !?lission to be unC:ertaken. by the UniteC: 

Natior..s, OLU and the. ·Ar~b L~ague to investi,gate the­

:t=-light of children who are victims of·ra:cism, AparthE:id, 

b) 

. Zionism aq¢J._·:~wc.r, and the pr-Oposed meaSUTes 'wh~9h would-·­

enabl:o r<::)_f'ugee' children to return to·"'their- countries 

- of origin~ 

" ' 
: . .... __;,,..,. -· 

The setting-up of an 
.. ·. ;. __ -·~;;J_. ~- .. - :---;~:··-· 

Afro~Crab fund for the develop-

men~- of the'c~~ld and' the youth; 

c) A proje,ct :Bank of the International Union ':for j;he 

Protection .of the Child. ,I.· 

.v 
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ThE; Health-Division also pe.rticipated in·the Thirty-Secor.<:! 

Session of' the Worlc Health Asser:Jbly, held in Geneva, from 7 to 21 
' ' 

'May, 1979. L Report on tb,e deliberations of thl.s SEOssiciii will be 
-

submitted at the end of the present S~s~iorr. 

\ '\.' 

the 
I 

Conference on Leprosy 

Training in Africa, held in Addis JLbaba, from 14 to_ 19 May 1979, placed' 

under the au_spices of ALEnT (A:U: .Ai'ri_"a Lepr?sy a~·d F.ehabili tation 

Training Centre)' and attended .by> p-h':.:.t·i·cip~n'ts from the. Inst:itut . . r . 
Marchoux of Bamako, the Insti tut ·de Leprologie of· D1'lkar_, TJHO and of-fi-

cials from the t'iinistries of' ·:Heal'th. o'~ -~.-number ~'f:'· ~frican States rhis 
. . ; • . ' _..· ·.• . . - . . • . .0 -

Conference ad0 p:ted· Recommendat.:ii-ons· ·:tnsis.ting particularly on th'e n~ Jd 
.;.-' . . . •. _, i . ··: ) .1_. 

to~ 

a) 

;-- ~:· . 

Integrate, Leprosy -Training into the study programme .·· 
.all the Centres for the training of medical and para­

medical perso~el in Africa~ 
__ ;:.- --·---· 

b) l•da;:Jt this training to the actual responsib:i:li ties 

required of the persor~<el trainee on the job; 

c) Co-ordinate the anti-lepro~y ~d·anti-tubercul'osis 

campaigns; 

Exchange in:forma tion nnd ideas among_ experts of. :.th~ vr.:.-
, •• J. ' • 

ricus leprosy Cen:tres and among. health authorities in 

:•. ,. 
---·· 

HHO assistance and· that_ qf. -a.l:r-·the related Organizations 

,,fl-re_ requir~d in the implemE:int;,;:tion of these recommenQ.ati'?~s. 

: -~ 

ParticipatiOJc in the ... Thirteenth j":W,ual l'ieeti:ng o'f' 

The Associat"lori· of gedical ·schools in Africa. 

•• • •• • J . ' 

. . : ' 

This Nesting ..;,;,_·s he.ld ir:. Addis Ababa from 2} · tq 27 A~ril 

1979 and <·Jas attended by ~~presentati~es from sev.:iral English-Bpeal<ing 

Faculties of l'4edicine and Pharmacy· in Africa, the Faculty of Medicine 

of' Dakar and the U:qi'versity of Angola. 

----· 

\-. 
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The'• 'them0s fer discussion -this year wer&·~ 

1) The role and adequacy of' bio-mefucc.l ·researches in 

health services in .Africa, 

2) ·Pater-tial va1ucs of' healers and tradi tiona1 medicine 

in first aid tr<iatment in Africa •. 

. 
encouraging 

-P -tin~ ~hes€: 
b:i.o-me-dicia1 reS.-aarc4es .i~ P_frican UriiVersi tit;s e.:nd- ada-

. . - -~ 

T.eccmmenda-'tions··t·o·· lo'cal realities: undertakihg acacle-
..,; . . 

mic and opera tic hal researches i:i:lto Af'ri'can traditional medi'ci:nes ·so 

as to 'surface their posi_t':i. ve aspec''ts ~;tnd apply them in first aic:. 

OAU--Clinic 
.-. •-, > •V ~~·~ ..... • ~ 

·.rr.;··; J ·"7;':':--~--~~·"~:.:..:•·, ' .• ; ' . s, 
. .., A tota,J,, cif' 6·6·BJ pa ti-Eints, .,"e]:-e treated at the OAU s taf'f' 

r::_:.f!~f .. . 
Clini'c" ·b·e,tweeg,.F,;i)bruary and-~i<ley·: 1979. 

. . ·'• ·: ·, . .-'. . ,· -· -.~ ; .• ', ..• : . ·=- ' . . -::·-~·-:::::--:;·.::=~ . .. 
. ; . . : . . -~.0 ·...: .• ::.:_ .. 

• 

Tvro ~)at~~~~~} :;:;ho w:.e.re 1.s.eri9usly :ii1 .,.,.ire sent abroaC. f'.o.r_, ·· · 
,' ---·--· ' 

sp10cial tree. tment'. . -' '• 
•• .l 

:·--.:· 
_ ... 

' 
The Clin~c has. just· be,en.provided 'dth labcrB.tory equipment 

and an elec.trocardio{s-raffi elPP8:ra tus. ... o 

.. ·, 

CHAPTER III .-"- ~NVIRONl'ffiNT, DROUGHT AND 'NAi'Ur-{t,i. DIS/~STERS 

·The Environmental Divisi.on pr0pared t·wo Reports fer the 

Sixth ·ordinary Session of' the Ad Hoc Commi tte'e on Dro,ught and other 

Natural Disasters to be helC: :Ln Tunis. from 21 to 26 H.;,_y 1979. One 

.of' the,se Reports highlighted the situaticir.. created .. by drought and 
. . . 

other'"natura:l-di·sast'ers ·in affected Member States as.' wel·1 as the 

latters ,. ne.bds·.' ·The ·oth~r--,;a:s. a ·basic docu.;,e;,t- ~n- th~ OAU programme 
I ,, • • 

of' Action for the prevention of natural -di.sasters- and desertification 
contro1 i:h'" Afri.~a~ ·-.. . , 1 · ···;-! ·:--. ~ 
~ - j 0 • • • 1 I ~-=- o • • •' ,: -.. '""' ·. 

~· r: . . -.. . : ~-

.-, .. 

. ... . 
; ... ·-· 

_-;,.· 
,, ! 

:. ;_ .··-- . 
, ... 
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·•.·•· • " · ... •:o.·•·.TJ:io Ac: Hoc Co:mni·ttee whi-ch will discuss· the tv10 documents 

will present its recorr.mencia tions '•to' the T!:Urty Thirc', Ordinary Session 

of the Com:>.cil of l·:inisters .to l~hich these Reports 1•ill. be submi ttGd. 

Patici-oation in~ the l'ieeting of ·the 

Governing Council of the United Nations 
I ) . Enri vonfJ1enta1 :Programme vUNEP 

.. ' 

·The 8hief' of Drought and Other Natural Disasters Section 

took part in the Seventh UNEP Governing c·ouncil session held in 

Nairobi from. 18. April to 4 !liay 1979. 

Fifty member· countries .of the govorJ;J.ing Council. including 10 

African countrie·s (Algeria, Bo.tswana, Ghai'la, Kenya, Libya, Nala>d, 

Senegal, Tunisia, Tanzania and Zaire), 25 non-member countries inclu­

ding seven Af'riqan countries (Benin, Congo, Eg;yyt, .Gabon, Nigeria, 

·; · Hwa.nda a:nd Ca;,eroop.),,. teni •T;hterrli:.:"tio~al Or~~;n:i.za tions of the UN 
, ··. ~ ... . . . : . r· . '" . . 

system,. five Intern~tional Organizations incluc:ing OAU anci'three 

Li.berad,o~ IV.ovemen.:J;s.-(:PLO,-· ZJI .. NU'and Pana.fricanist Co?_gress- of Azania) 
~- . . ' . 

' . 
.. ; 

' ' ... ;. ·~· ·' . _,_ 

. ' '·· _)'·t 

. Th~ ltfS}?.~da.· ~i'n.'c:ludecl .:di"Scu·ssions on the Report of' the 
. -~ ~--(' - :.....,,.. . . 

.. Executiyc Direct~~~_. and. ·t1:J.e., sta~ Of' Enviro:;;..m~n~.~ ~nt.or:-institutiona1 

· ··Cb._ordina t~9n i:i .. t!f:~ fiel.c:"':.· of·· rrie/di.u:;h · term environmental .. programa:e 

" ·;and ~·~n~v~r~n1nental Fund ... 
I .. 

' . Action of ·th€. C1::..u QG:neral~ Secretariat at the Session 

The Secretariat ;.articipateC: i:n·cii.scussions"both at the 

plenar-y and in Committee I where' ma ttellS relating tc the programme 

lofere discussed.,. II?- Comm1ttee I the S~C;;eta::t~iat ~articulo.rl.y rrlnde 

a=. oral 1:.eport to tho Council on the measu:i--e's tal:.ep. by "the· .OAU to 

pQ.rti~i.pate amp1y _in Ylor1d activi·ties r.eiating to envirOTh"!lent ·and 

especially tlJ Ln:;:>l.enent the p1an cf' action to combat d.GSertif.icat:i o·1.., 

It further info:o."r.JI2!C the Oounpil., ·of: tb.e """tions und&rtaken· by our 

Organizatio~ for 'thel implementation of the 1->roposed establishr.1ent 

of a·hyC:.ro-geologi 0a1 map for the 'African Continent and,- to this 

end, appealed for the financial and .technical assistance of UNE],". 
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In this ragard~. mentiOn s:P,ould ba mad0 o:f the :feet that a resolutio~ 

pr?sented by the African Group, authorising the Executive Dire'ctor 

to, f'inuncially sup1:-ort thE: rec.lis~ti_on of _the prc?ject.was adopted 
:·,;~ . . . .. 

by the Council. Accditionally, the. OAU General Secretariat informed 
·'· 

the Col)ncil of its int0ntion to launch a jo_i_,:-.. t cam~aie;n :for thG 

controi of .desertif'i6a ~ion .in A_frica: d"L~r:tng th<;J 1980-90 decade. 

Finaliy, throughout,_ th6 ':sGs·sion, the General Secretariat cc-ordin!J. t0d - - ~ . . ,_ ' - "' . . -
the activities of the A:{;i~iin c;:;;_..;;:;·;- ~hi.-;h. ~~i;·,;;.·or_; thl:l.n six times 

during the meeting _b:f the Council, to harmonise its .viewpoints on 
' ·-·· ' 

each of the important ite~s :~i,,t:h~c-.;~;;~-iir·s- j~g-e;,:d:a::- · J; s:;;>ecial 

mention. ::;hould __ b., made of' _t:tr.;_('Resolution on. the environmental problems 
,· -~ .: . . . . . ' . . '. ' . . . ; . . 

of the Palestini~n _People, 'l'~e princil)le of discussing this Resolu­

tion, as we;I.l as its very ~~~·;t'i:;;n_:-:;-;.~~ votE;d upon ):>; ro'll-call. 

By a vote of 29 for, 1 against _a~d 1'1 ;b~-t~nti-o'b:s, this -Resolution 

was _adopt0cl. 'l'h'l same problem arose as .. regards the .inclusi,on of' the 

problem of "'l'he effects of' military activities_ on the environment" 
., . . . ; . . . . . ' 

in the Report on. the Envirq_nment to be submi-tted by the Executive .. _. 

Directo_r to the Eighth Session in 1980.. In both cases, the entire; 

African Group remained f'ai thf'ul to the principles· of' '\;h.e. OA)J Chartc:r .. - _ .,. . . . ' . ' . ' . ~ . . : •. . -~- . 
and to the desciplinc existing within_ the Group' of' 77. The countri0s 

of Eastern Europe, ~he United Stutes, _1-:..ustral'in, Jo.pa_n_ etc __ ...... were 

hosti1G: to- t_hes_e I-tesolutio:p.s ... 
:-· .- : .... 

The following }'<.&solutio~s re~_eting to. the O.AU were aclopt0d' 

Resolutions on the eco-syst_ems of' tropical forests and timber,· the . 

implt:men:to.t_ion of the plan of action for combatti:p.g desertification 

in the African region, the spec_ia~ ac'?ount !'JEl.d& up o:f voluntary 

contributions :eor :financir,g the implementation of the plan of' action 

for .the control of' cl.esertif'ication, the i!Jlplementation o:f the plan 

of' action f'or combatting· cieserti:ri-ca tio·;:;:-in- ti • .; · Sudano-Sahelian 

region,_ p.nd a p.raf't decision on energy resources_ .. 

·.f. 

CHi~PTER IV - NA'!'URAL RESOURCES 

In prepa;r:ing its Reports for submission to the Second. 

Session ·of' the African Inter-ministerial F~!)d Committee, which' shou.ld 
~ - . ·-

have met in Tunis from 21 to __ f,_6_May, N}"' N'a tu:r<~l Resources Section 

undertook the implementation of' th9 following ~=tesolutions,. -- ~ 

1.'' 

, ....... 
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CrJI/Heso1S5 (XI) on the l ... frican Convention on thG preser-

vation cf' Natural. Resources) 

CH/Res. 504 (Y.XVIII) on the ;oroductiv:Lty of the Peasant: 

Farmers in Africa e.L.d 

Cl4/Res.6lf4 (JDGU) on Nomadism in Africa, 

Heminder Notes Verbale were addressed to ~Iember States 

which had not yet ~aGe their observations ~~ovm on the implementation 

of these Resolutions, to do so, as soon as possibleo 

.....;;.:···----·· ______ ::_-_ _______ -------------------- ------· 
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;- PART FIVE 

····: :·. .. . ' 
ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD .OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS . -· ; . ' 

J\ND DECOLQNIZATION' 
\' 

.. :·· 

/ 

exert.ed 

During the period under review, the ::.>olitical Department 
~~ !~ " .r . 

eff9r.ts to implement -re5olutions ·adopted .by the Council 

' .. • .. . . 

In application of these.resolutions,"'.the Pol:i;tical 

Department. organized a number .. o:f important· confe:i-ences in·clu7 
···--ainrs- the· Sixth.Ordinary .Session of the OAU·Defence Commission in 

, • '- • , - ' • I • • ' : ' , I 

Aqdis Ababa, EthioiOi~. (ilpril 21-26, '1979). and the Pan-African 

Conference on the. .sit\]ation of African Refuc;ees, iri·Arusha, 

'Tanzania (lliay 7-17, 1}79). 

_.,., 
'. 

The ·Pol.itical J?epartment has also very c1'6sely followed 

political developments. in Southern Afri.ca and the Middle East • 

. ~ .. 
ZIMBABWE--

During. the perioC: under revievr the :parties to the Internal 

Administration in Rhodesia staeed fake elections.bas'ed on 'the 
~ . . : -

lvhi te endors,ed cons!_i tuti.o,n, •. Jcs a result of these fake elections 

E}isho:;;:.:A •. JliuZorewa, having won a majority of tho'se seats reserved 
' - . .. ". 

·for· blacks in Par.J,iament., forll)ed a new 'Government for the terri-

tory now labled as.Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. 
' . ! . 

The Conservative Party of the United-Kingdom having 

·· sen'e" &bs~ers. to th!". so-calle(O elections. and won elections to 

form the new·. Govern!ll.~;,_t sta_-t;e.d at 'the·· outset of the .formation cf 

this· G<;)Vernmen:t that. the ilpril· 1979· electi·ol]. exercises in Rhode­

sia: were. "free and.fair". Elaborating on the new· stand the 
' . . . ' 

Conserv'ative Government has nmv taken vis-a-vis the Rhodesian 
. -' . '·-



... 

'·' 

'. 

·.;' 

;': . 

.r l,i 

··"' " 

CM/967(XXXIII) PART II 
Pae:e 65 

vroblem, the British Government stated on 18 May, 1979, in ~ar-

. . 
,, 

liament that "the election in Rhodes~a l.ast month (AI)ifil) was 

f.air, -in· .. the .. ·sense 't'iiat' ·the el~c~-~ral machinery was,..f~irly conduct'ed, 

. that it was ~tis'·o-':f?ee·'~s--p~~sib:J:e· _in·th~ .. ~Lr'cum~s.tan~.es, and that 

.the rosul t represented ·:the· -'Wish~s ~'.of, (~:be majority of the, electorate 
of the• cpuntry" .... ·"'' ...... ;-~ '· "'. .. 

. : ' . ' _, r ;;~ .i" ~: i~: , . r· 

}> r, ." ':· ... · ·In this cdrinii~t:Lbh, -the' B~;i.,tish CJ:o:vernirient ha's so far 
. . ~ r,. ·' ,.-._. ,;~'~--\~,- '( ·~ .,._.·,· ·'·. . . . .. 

_. ... ,;;,ent ,a -numbe;r ·of '-'high' ·ra,!Jk=!:ne;, ;..,n;i,ss.a_;r-,;i. .. e,s>'1(b.,o S,a;li'-sbury in an effort 

t • •. to.•,dev;<>lo!p,a naw''reia·ti_f;;h
1
silip 'with, ~o~e-Si<l, ,~:i,lG! .to 'the'' Frb'n'tline 

. S-tates :to sound their· reactions in relation to the new policy of 

,the British Govornment. 
•.,r 

>-:) v~--.- !.::. __ •. 

The Br~tish·~_o.ve~nm~';-t: ~~ _f;urther• cecided to _send a 

,s_ep.io1' official. t•o· Sal:'i•sbury' to, "s;tay tb,ere: :for as-·-long as neces-
. ._ •.' i.;·-:-_· .! :~~\:~.:-1~.:·. ;;· -. ; 

. ' ' .. 

sar.y'· to: mainta-in an"cl'·develop the cl_osest possible •contact with 

~ishop_ t4uzorewa and h:i..'s coiie·~~es: ~nd to •report to the. Secretary 

,,, .... -~f ~t!"- te for Foreign and Co~mon'l!~al ~~ A~~airs trav6lling 'between 

' 

' 
LondOn and Salisbury as often as. the need ariSes"~ 

.•, 

' 
;· " --~ i . . 

Heanwhile' an'd foH.owing the ·moves by the Unitec States 

Congress ·to lift. sanctions from·1Thodesia, the Pre·~_i_den·t of the 
~ . . .. . 

United States decided to veto such movss and maintain sanctions 

a15ainst zThoclesia 'until such time that an acce;:>table majori-ty 

emerge to run the affairs 'o:f the terri tory. Justifying his deci-

sion, the Prosident of the United States stated on 7 June, 1979, 

that "-the black ci<tizens, who constitute;_ 96 per cent' of the''po:.-u­

.. __ 1a t:Lon of''. Zimbabwe~rlhodesia, nover. had a chance to' consider· nor 

to ,vote for ·!'Jr. agains.t --the constitution under wh=tch the elections 

w·0 re held" . 

·. ~ •' 

The Fres·iden-t of the United Sta.tes f':ttrther stated th2. t 

."the_ in,terna). repr.esentatives. of the oppqs_ing political parties 

were,un'i'ble to participate in the--political proc0ss •. ·They were 

prohibited from holC::ing meet:i..ngs, from having'politica1'ra1l:i..es, 

from .<axpr_essing their views against voting· in the· el·ect:Lon, and 

even. p;t?evented from advertising thei:r vietvs in the ~1 news mec!ia11 

-~.. . ..'. 
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"for tr.ose reasons" the President stated, "I cannot conclude that 

the elections >Jere either fair or free". 

The internal strifE> which has been fermenting within 

Bishop Muzorawa 1 s Party, the United African National Council (UAHC) 

has no1·1 come out to the surface whereby Mr. Chikerema has walked 

out of tho UANC along with other seven Parliamentarians. This has 

brought down UANC representation .in the so-called Partiament to 

4 3 and consequently prohibited Bishop Huzore1va from commanding an 

overall majority in the same Parliament. Meanwhile, ~1r. Chikerema 

has, together with the other defectors from the UANC, created neH 
.t' 

political Party to be known as the zj_;r.babwe Democratic arty 

(ZDP). 

ThG Organization of African Unity, th8 African Grou;• at 

the Unitecc l~ations as well as OAU Member States, have strongly 

condemned'these fake elections in Zimbabwe and urged the Interna­
' tional Community not to extend any form of recognition to Muzore>ra 1 s 

Government. 

NANil3IA 

The racist regime of South Africa has, following its 

unilatera~ decision not to participate in the implementation of the 

United Nations Plan for Namibia, decided to promote, through a 

quasi unilateral declaration of independence, the establishment of 

a Provisional Government in Namibia. South Lfrica 1 s intention was 

to yresent a fait accompli to an increasingly hostile Internationa~ 

Community for her habitual character of flouting with United Nations 

resolutions. 

In view of this _new development the Strategy Group on 

Namibia of the African Group in New York, has been meeting regu­

larly to review future strategy and dra>< up appropriate program­

me o:f action. In its meeting of 11 lYiay, 1979, the Strateey Group 

6ocic'led to vTDrk closely ><i th the Council for Namibia during the 

resumed Session of the General Assembly of May, 1979 and that of 

the Security Council which convened in June to consider the ques­

tion o:f Namibia. 
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Heanwh:j.le, and i'oJ,lowine 'the debate a,t the Counci"r of', 

Hinisters held in Naircbi, Kenya and-in reply to Mr. Sam Nujoma's 

appeal_;.:f_'or the OAti· '-\;·~· pa-~ticipate ·ef'f'ectiveiy in the United Nations 

Transition Assistance Group (uf,TAG) fer Na~ibia, a numb~~ of' OAU 
I 

Member States have mad& submission·$ to th_; effect that they "wo~ld 

partic;ipate voluh'tariiy i.n_ tl).e',.~chetne 'to assist Namibia accede in 
,. . . 

to genu:lncindeperideric&.' .. The·· f'olloldnco; countri8s have so far stat,Gd 
• ...... 't . . 

their willineness to particip..,t<l i_~ UNTil.(}· iri one·· way or the othe_r; 
··-- . 

-Egyp'l:, Ghana, K.;:l:.yai·'t-iberia·,- Morocco, Nigeria and Tunisia. 

•rhile the OAU supports ·i;hEl"- :inten .. sification of the armec. 

struggle, the solution of t~e.lorobl.em of Namibia shoulc be -found 

with:j_n the context of the United Nations Plan for inC:ependence in 

Namibia. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

. ~ .. 
' ... , 

.:··•: 

. ' ~ 

The situation in South Africa re[1J§'-iuecJ: "in· consistency 

with her avowed policy of racism, racial c.is_crimina tion and 

.• 

; 

)' 

Apartheid- practiced through the past cleca,C:,es ~ . :Persecution, repreo- .--
• > • • • • •' • ( 

sion and "intimidation .cf the black majority _by .a,.Hhi:te minority_ 

continuGd to c!omfnat'"_ .. ;t;lle.,J)(lliiirics'"of' 's.out; i~r.ii,on cluring the p~-
. ·.r ;_., 

ri __ od under revJ.o"!v .. ~ 
·.·· ... · • 1 i~. ·: \ 

,.J. 

H.efusing to heeq to appeals rna~e- p;y.}he:-United Nations, 

Security Council and a numuar · t>f' · pro1.i:ine'n t ·wo:r;-ld. Leaders,- tha 

ra~.ist· regime of Squt.h ·ll£ri·.cn ~xGcui~d. S~l.omo~, I·'!a.l:":...,l.tint'7U,. a younf5 

mi~:i tant of .ANC(SA) on the basis of fake allegaticns ·and tre.ves.ty 

of just:tee. 

•' 
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SANCTIONS '• . 
:-.· .. . ' 

· F:tom' J!'~bru~ry. to July. 1979,' the Section unde.rtook so'ikve­

ral a.ct=i;Y;.,~;i;es, ip, ;~~."!,.:field 6:f sanctions· whi'ch dm be' ti:bc~ght' 
l , 1.. •I :• • ·j .• , , ,•\, , , ~·;•J ;:,-/ ;.J ,:; ,J !:'J ,_:, 'J, ·,, 

1 
· 

under· two important chapters, Jial11ely: 
-. . I . ' • ' 

, __ , 
,I •, 

'. ~­... 

: ::: . ,. 
.' . 

1 • Impleinenta tioi> of" ··th.\,· Kiilirtouin an<! Nairobi. Resolutions 
.·.' . . ' 

on Sancti_cins ·. ' ' . 1•· ~ 

>· 
. . . ' . . 

,, ,._,. 

· 4 _t,,, . .Inve!'.tiga tions c;m. th<?. viplati&n· 'of'.·' sanct~·'?P·~,. a>;; : > 

. ·'1-rel.f., .. ~.s· the preioa;rati·cn of' Repor'ts ori: this 'issum. 

."~,-__ ·- .:·.- .. -. ~·::· r,t ... n.-.~&.JJ:·-~.--~ .- -.··- ~.;- __ .... -· --, 

I. ll'iPLEr4ENTAT!ON OF RESOLUl'ION.S ON .SANCTIONS'. 

At. ·ats 'l'hirty'-First Sess;ion; ·hald in Khartoum, in'July 
·:·rL :· , ... · . : · . . '·"'· ._ . 

)978,. tne" Cow::tc~i:j .. 9.f". ~1inisters· c:.dopted a number ·of Resplt:itions /· 

so~e of' lvhich reiated to the proble.ms of' sanctions •. Nest .o:r·· ·these 

Resolutions were implemented and a Heport submi ttec'. to the. ['hirty­

Second Ordinary· Session o:f the Counc:il of' I>linisters. Hmvever, sc;;,e 

o:f the.,Khartc,mm Resolutions, 8specially r;u;agraphs .. 7 ... !11}';" .~ .... Y{')i:: . 

Ee solution Cfli/Re s • 62] ( XXX·I) were not ef~ e c ti VGl y tmpi ~~ente9. ··b~f.c::>r<: 
the l\Tairobi.Session of' the'Counoil'of' f•lin:i.sters~ 

.•; 

" 

' ' - . . 

··-·' ·,, 
, I ~ 

.: .. ; . ,-.-. P.aragraph 7 

This par.:>graph. 
. l ·<~.~-; !. ·• 

"requests ,the Ol:...U :Stand:Y.ng -C~~.rl,~~~-~on •' ' .. : . ·. . . 
Sanct:Lon.s_, just created,,tor ~ook .. int~, the f?peci·al .c\i;rcum­

stances a:ff"ecting certain indiv:idual·s:tates o'f:·saiitliern - . ' . . 
A:frica and Cape Verde, 

cation o:f San.gtj,c:ms. "-. 

within the cont~~t·. of ·iihe a~t;l:i- · 

'. ;j 

. -~· ~ • .. .:·>·:... .... > ., •• 'I. '· ;,~ 

Al). the actions undertak_.,A· P.Y·. th~,;·~General Secretariat 

.J 

, •. r '! r· 
for the implementation ·o:r ·this :;ouragraph were :included in .Re_r,ort 

CM/Res.928(J(-XXII) on the activities c',uring the l~eriod .between J1~ly 

1978 and February 1979, submitted to the Thirty-Second Session of 

the Council o:f r-1inisters held in Nairobi in February 1979. 
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' "'-i.'ri' ~tis aka.. 1~7 ~'i_.::;·e.c;L-a~.- .:a~~9.-· _:in~. ·depth 

'··. : ", ... (,_,: ---t .. _;:,,.,l __ ;..-r.~ ', __ q·J~_.!-... ~:<-,~;-~-·~.'.-~·~~\tr _._:~_./ ,•1:'·''.'-'•- ~- ~ 

, '" -~~:Pof;t~;o~· -:thi.s.-tiss!l~iE.:...Jli:;::~:i:'_brnit~;c.o. bY-'l:lie1 ·St.''Hlding Committee 
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._ ·_ :rJ,J' :~··r. __ Paragraph H..· "'i ~·:_;:::"!:.t~·~-~ .:··- ):) :· •• _ ~"--· ~ --. _;,; '. l. _; 

;--'. :_1.<.. .l '·-·~ • • ,·_:, . 

···:·-,,:,:~-::-:·.~·~:-.~-. t:·;·. __ _ ___ t:~!:-~!L ·::-~.:.- ....... !·--::a!~~~.:;:-_.,;l ... ;·~:::_~~~---~/.e.~,;·:r. 
- ·- ·. :,· ·.·1·- . . :-.:~ ' .. '·l_i:: •f·, ' .. - . ~ .. ~ . ~ 

- ': .The 'measures· taken:; before · FelJritary 1979 for ''\:f!e imple-

~~enta ti-Gn ,Q:f} :thi:~,.1 pa:tagrnPB; ~rSrk ':i:ri_CJJJ~~~d ~i'ri ;-i the~ f~~pOrt_.;-~~-v~~f~g 
!J ,u •I ! l •• ~ • •' . : .. , .. - -·- • • . 

'- ''' " .:-i!h,e · oerioQ. ·. bet;<een-,July c.1978·' .inct<FEibfu~If\ 1'979 ;.:~· t{" ..:Ja'js: '£;'iH.t.;~l 
~~~·:~at: ·~;~,,~eet~ng · oi· .Ae:ronauti'cs· 1Ex~&"r!t~ -liad. o~eri 'c~~~V:;§n6ct "~a 
should,-, in -~ri~ciple-; ·:hiivec been· ·hei~·\·~ 1<i:ldfs. :Ababa fro;,., 12 to 14 

· · • · - ·: ·· . ' ~, ·_· · ...... :: ... :...·',,·;:-.:"--• ·,""l!.r.- . .- .. i .. _ ~· ·- _ -, .··-
r-:~~;:ch •),97-9:.·- A,:message :waSCI.Sent' ·on 31. •January -1979- tQ;_all' ·member 

St<ate~' :t'emiD;c1i~g thein-of ·these "da-f·cfs:anc!'::i~qti:~sti~:~ ~th~m. -~; ·u·;-eently 

inform the. Gener~f se'cr.ita1'iat of:· t~,;ir p'art"icip~j;ion in that 

·· \f?EFo~P.B:f ;a~p1;ft..¥1;.~£i ~Ap__;,~"'.fl~~.fj;~~~~~~~1.'ffiis!f.l-bif;~·i.!(i;,'{'"·a~""6' ,,,u, 

_,- ' ' :. Feb:tN,~~~J-~-.~~!.k~~-$1'#-e~>r~ :ulh~tu'fr~ ife'ly~di'tm. t1'6n'ir;'~'i.1/1n 
. '. ·. · : "· Je~~;J.~iMi~t~J:J},a~~;'1'!ll!ll,Uri(treb..t'eiil ~d:nt-<i~~eae!llT~sQ, t-'o-:r -'t1i~:-_'&iii~11l·~r1:t 

_,.,, c., ·se~r~tari~~: ... F:iv;;:stat€;s repl,:i;.ea·_.posit'iv-'oi':,r·anct' twa ,;,eeativeiy.'-
~·-...- .... ~ • • . l - . 

Th~re lta:f! ~, t:qeret:o~-~-~ ~o,~ "(}u c;um .. ap.c. ··~~--- ·g-_e_?.:ol;:~~~s-~£~_&:t_a~~a.-t .. ~h~ct ··:iio 

othe:r: -9h<?~9,9 thari :·p;~tpbi;i;;c:.-·ti"i~~·r-i~atin:e·. ··'j; teied;.,:ii;';· "to this 

ef':t:ect.~ ·l·Tas "!en_t_ .to ,member States,· what'vo.s' per:fe·ctly -in line ·,nth 

OAU practice in the cases of lack of quo=m. 
~ - - l - • ' . 

Unf'ortun:utely, ccr-

tain deJ.ega tGs 1vho did not rece_iv.e the Gcnera1. se.-cretariat Is 

me.ssae~s· befo·r~ leavi~~ ~~e~; -;~~-pective countries. came all the 
' 

;<ay to Addis Ababa_. , On ,the .insistance of these delegates repre·­

sentin.:; seven mel)ib~r States, a, Nee tin&: ;<as organized', ;<hi ch con­

cluded tliat it could not continue sittine, o;<ing to the lack of . -; -~ -

quorum. 

.., 
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In ~uture, it would be advisable that member States 

inform the General Secret~r:i:i·t well. in time about. -their po.r-
:.:·< ... ' •' 

ticipat;i.on in }'!eatings sc that it could ·organi'i!:e· the latter 'With 
.-~ 7 ; • • 

gre~ter ef'f'iciency. .': J ·._ 

... 
·-· ... 

After the Thirty-S~cond Session 'of' the Cotinc:il of'. ' 

Ministers, the-Sanctions Se~tion had 

nam~ly: Reso1utio;.·CM/R~~.685(xxXII) 
to impi emini t 'new . Re solution:;;, : ... . 

-~ -·· .... . 

the sanctio~s adopted against racist and minority regim'es o:f 

Southern,.Af'r_ica," .The 'text· o·t-'·· that Resoiution ·was'·':rorwlii.rcied to 

Iranian Authorities .who acknowledged recefpt'·ancl invi.ted·'the 

Standing Committee on Sanctions to visit· their· country. 

II, INVESTIGATIONS AND REPORTS ON SANCTIONS .... : -"~:~ .. :'.'. 

. . " 

,, , The Sancti~ns ·section has a speci·al.·duty·-'.to carry out 

investigations o~ violation 6:t-';sanctions. It also.·wishes. to ·re-
, ' ': i ~ : . J .. -

_port .on the. e.f'f'ects of' the app1ication o:f· sanctions, ·'Reports in 
·-'~· . .·. ' 

this 91-rea were p;.epared. and communlc~ t'ecl to the highest Authori-

ties of' the. Organization. · .. ,. . 

.. .. . ' .·. '• 

' ' , .. '· .. ,Thus, .sinc,e F.ebruary 1979.- .j;he: Sanctions Section'bas:, 

ga ther~d inf'oriDa tion on all f'o~ins of 'co'llabora tion. with: the ra.-

cist.regimes .in Southern Africa. 

, This infprmation,, gathered 'from nel-rspapers, maga~i'!'l,es;,., 

p<;or;iod~cals a~q v:arioJJS. o;the:r;-, publ;icati>nis ·were,- re·cor!le.d: ij:l .a ... , .. 
~epo:r;-t . en titled '!Report· of . the Adminis tra ti ve. Se ere tacy-Gef?.eral 

on the Application of' Sanctions Against the·Rricist and Minority 

Reg:i,mes of' Scmthern _i\.:frica." ·This Report ·:is being' submitted· to 

-the Thirty-Third.Ordinary Session of' the Coi:.irl6il·of' Ministers, 

i . 
. ·,, . 

. . '; -

.. , 
. ·.· 

; : . (: 

. ··- .. :;:: 

,· . :: 

-·- .. 

·-,.· 
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Other reports were .. ,Pre;p'!;t:ed. by.·the Sanctions Section, including 
lJ~-: .. ·, -~. :~--· . . · .. - - ·1. i ' ' . - ~' •,_ .• _,• _...: .• 

the report on some actions .... fa· "1)8' ~ake11"to· -~'trengtl:ie1r':Afro"':Arab' .. 'e'cr.::~h)eration, 

"' · and .. col·laboration on:.ma:t;ters -of Jsactions. ·-·This ·report 
. . ·:· . .. c:~=-·· ·.:·~ ... : _J;t.~.L._;r:J ... :- . ~- ·. ·.=· .. . · .. -. : 

is. intended. for the job·:. .. 
· ...... meeting of OAU and,. LAS Coimcil of:. Minis.ters. 
' . '. . . ' - : . . --: ... _;_;.: ·~ [, '"r·::J ·:· :: ..... ;:•., .. · . ' .... ·.· ;' .. • ·' 

. y-:~: :~:~· .. : i·:: . ' 
THE 'SITUATION :IN THE ~liDDLE. EASI' AND THE· PALESriNIAN. QUESTION 

: :-. 

. ' 

..... ~. . : 

General 

East as 

; .. 
. : • .. ;. . ·'·. -.~.· ·,:.!, , ..• \ • 

.t. ' ' . ; ~ : -::.. \ • .• '· ' • ' .• • \ 

In.oomplian0e with:the resolutions, of the Council of"~!i;;isters, tha 
... :,.1 :.-.' . ,-.·.•· .... · .. 

Secretariat has followed~u~ d.eve.lopments in the situati'onr i_n the Middle 
-~·· . ,_.,· 

well as the,question of Palestine. 

. . - . . -.' : :._· : ; . " 
:r·;•_.··:·· ... :-·~ ,, ~.,:::J·..:·~·:~···· :·.-""· , .. 

Since the·lqst; ~eeting of the OAU-Counoil of Ministers in Nairobi, 
· :- ·: :.: .. .. G~) .• ~:.-·:;: .... u~: --.· .. - ·.·: ··· . . ,. . . 

Kenya, in February-<1979'1 the President of. the Arab RepubliC' of Egypt, Mr. Sa<la-' 
·-' '•~-~-·. · .• , · ... :.·-,.,.-- .. ~l ;...... "':c-:·-.=··r:-rJ 11 n.·:: .· :. :· -; · ...... .. :,..·. :· .. 

· and the Israeli Prime Minister Mr. Menacham Begin signed a Peace Treaty in 

liashington.on 26 Maroh'l979· The instruments ·of ratification were exchanged 
. ; ~ r . " : . . . ' .:· . . . ·-.. J· :·:L .• .- .. ; : ~- • • • - . .. . 

. - · betwe.en E~pt and Isra~;L ·Oll·25 ,Apri:)., 19.791 following ·:the approval of the ··· ~~-~-- · · · _.-_ ~- .. -.·•:;o"'..::~·- :·, : .; t1·.J/~. ·.'lil~· ._ •· •. :1 ;:; -. . 

,, . · . PeaqEl, ,~;r.e~t;¥, l?;v:. ;the. Egypi;i:"'n al'!d, _I_sr~~l~: Governm~p.ts. , 

·'· . .. -~ ,, ~; ~;,j::j~·:: ~~.i :~ '~7 .. -:.· : t . • • .. •.•• •,,; , ... • • ..• : ·~ .• :.._o.:.l:.:.~ .. ··.·_· .... ·.>.·: ~:.·f·.-;._,_· .. __ .. ~.: ,: /; ·,~,::::>.... ' . 
....... ' • - '. • ·-. ! :~!1.::·:·.: ..• _1. • 

. --... '· :. :. · .. Thtl Treaty· calls, :a,l)long otlier things, :t'he._.withdrawal _of Israeli 
... 1".:. ·1 ... ~ c.;, ... •·: ~·.-.:'· :~'Ttni~:·;n.:-~·. :~,··~--t~~J, ... · ~.-:J.•··.~.-.·~. 

r··;_:. 'fqr,ces. froD) t:heJ!l~ael-i:· oc.ouP,\S.~,,Si!:~:i,, :n;or~alizat'~on, of .rel.~t:\~~s betweeJi 

, .. Egypt ;a_r:~.: ~~:S~f:l ~n,sJ. i;_h~: gr!¥!t~~g1);f:a~;ton~my for th,e Pa~est~~~'~'ns, on the West-

.'_:.. :~~c;:p_k -~~~~P~~-~- _·::~~:7i:r: · ~ ;:~ : .. ~:;·--~_j_;;:· :;;, ·;<;: .. _ :.~.: · · ;· ·!.: ... : ; • :.-, ·:'" .! ... : ~ 
,: • : ,I ... 0:. 

... . ·:. -~·· (_' J.d·; _;. ;: :_:,. t ,-; ... :r . . . : .. ! • :; · .: : r ~ 'i' I; 

~-· . . The majprity .. of.·Ar<'Q ·countri.es have condemned the Egyptian Israeli 
.. •. -· . .:-_j-:.: ·.r:-.: · ... ··:···· : .. :: .. c:y•:'.' .·: · ... ·.·: ,'"''J!~·r-·::; !' r: 

~ : •' 

Treaty on the grounds that the agreement falls short of total Israeli with~ 
'·' 

d.rawal from all Arab occupied territories and the recognition of the rights 

of Palestinians to establish thei~. own. Sj;a'j;e.. . . . . . . . ·. 
·,._, l__. ;_ ,,-. i. ! .• L~--'--; ';; · .. ,.__-.. · .. ;. ,,1 ~ 1 C!. L' J:.,; '- /:. , ••. , .. : •. J. l 1."/j -: .. "i -- -~-- ------ ·~·~·-"·---... -----··-~ ...... _ .. , 

.... :.;·· :.:AEi::oa;'result, ofC,.the Peace 'l.!r~ri,~y; all..'t!J.e • Aral ·countries severed 

'. ::.::::diplomatic reJcations ·wi t~rEgypt:: The ··Aral: qountrii's: ca:J..led ::for eco_nomic 'sanc­

tion~ ag~ins:t Egyp-t and the transf,er:·.o·f··the He.acd,q;ia;ri;~rl? .. of. the Ar'ab League 

S~ or:eta~iat ·::r.rom, C~{zio :t6; -r-.:1:\ia anQ:· :th'e 'exJ)li~sion;. cif Egy.pt from the · Spe·cialisoc. 

· · Agencies: of· .:th!'l- Ara <u Le a'gue .: ·' Tlio spe'ciii b · :2-epo.rt s dea'l.~ng with·. these quest ions 
' . ~ . ., . ' ~ . ·.. ' . . .. ' -,. . ... .' . ' •. •, . . ·\ . 

are put· to_:.th~,- .. attention · o,f ·the· .... 33rd ;or'dinary Ses·sio.n '.o.:f. the:· Council of 
' Minioters • 

. _...,. 
' . 

. ::.: :; .t j -~.~·; . .. 
'~'.!:" . ' ... 1..;::',. : r:_,\. 

. : -~ . 

: ' 
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MEETING OF THE OAU DEFENCE. C~ISSION· 
. ' ... 

'·,·, '. 

In app~ication of'. fl,eso~uti9n CM/Res .. 635 (XXXI) of, the Coue:i.:• 

of' Ministers, the OAU Def'~ri.ce CalDIJ)ission he~d its S;ixtp . Or:=J,:inary 

Session in Addis Ababa from Apri~ 21 - 26, 197-9.,,.to consider ~he. 

question of' ... estabU.~;;.hi~g a;n I_nter-Af'r.ic,~D~-~·;mc:::~ Force unc;Ier ·t,he 

aegis o.f' the ()AU. Thi-~t~.::.twG-:.QAU,.Meml:>er States have participate'd 
.. . .. . . ...... .. .. I . . 

i,:,_ the ~eting and -the .representatives ·of'.j<hree. OAU Liberation .. 
- _,_ .. J"_. ' - • ' 

Movements attendecF··as .. observers.. . ·' 
'-' : '· . 

.... 

' " ' . -~ a.· 1 

__ , .. ~. 

After carefu~ cm:is'ideration, the: De:f"en.c.e c·ommission 

recommende.d the creafion' of' an Inter-African M~~itary Fo~ce to be 
L 

.. , known as the "OAU Defence ·Forbe''· unc;Ier tlie ·auspices of' the OAU. 

·-.· ··-.·.· 

The- 'p\.irpci·s~· _qf' setting- up tlie' "OAU Defence Force'~- :wou~d 
be to support M~mber, -s~·~~ifs''in .. the event .of' aggression .from· outside . .:~ ..... 

. the Continent .:tnc~u,ding ag~ession b"jr' the .racist minority,. regimes 
-- ::-> ..... _ j. ;. -~ . . • • • 

·••··•· ·.···of' Soutl;lern Af'rica again~·t·.oAU Nember"States to assist. in;,the 
··-·· . • >! • -

liberation strugg~e. in s·outhern Af'ri'ca. :arid a~s.o to provide peace-

,. ":kecllp.~g/~bserver :f'·~·~_de .. in .'the ev'ent of' c·on~~ict .betwe'en Oi).,U· Member 

States. TliEi Guid~.J;imis· but~ining the various Institutions·of' the 

proposed "OAU Def'ence F'orce", it~ .';;;andate, , conditions of' dep;I.oymen"t 

. artd other detai~ed inf'·ormation about ·the Defence Force are submitteC:. 

in a .separate repor.t f'or .the. consideratio¥ of the Counci~ of' Minis-

ters ... 
.;·.J~-. .:. ~ -

. ... ~-

.'.• '.:. ...... -
CHADIAN NATIONAL ,RECONCILL'I.TION' · · ., 

. -· . 
. '. . . 

The situation insi.de' Chad. suddenl.y deteri.orated after the 

Khartoum SUmmit •. In an ef'f'ort to bring abo~t Natioria~ reconci~iatic:·. 
• • • • • ' ! • ~' ' -

in Chad,. 1Ul .. a;I.1-party conference on the Chadian cr;isis. was convened 
. .. . ... • - ! ' : - l~ ..... : 

. in Kano, N:j;geria, between.Marel:i 10.-. 1?1-, 19,79 1 with the. par,ticipat:·.a·.· 

of the of't'i~~~:L :r:e~rese:;_J.'\;~~~ye -~f' .'came~p~,- ~ibya., Ni~er, .Nigeria 
- : • ' I, • • • •• • • • •• 

. and the S)ldan. · The OAU nl.so participated in the .conference as an . ' . . ' -~ . . ~ . '. . .. ' . ' 
observer •.. 

~o~~owing five days 

parties signed an agreement, 

- .... 

of negotiations. the four major Chadian 

(Kana Accord)•, ~on ~!'trch 15. The Kana 

Aeeord ~aid foundations for peace in the country under new institu­

tions. It ca~1ed for, among other things, an immediate cease-fire, 
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demilitarization of' _Nqjam!')na, the. estabiishni.erit of' a neutral., force 

consisting of' Nigerian troops and a ;~ne-;al amnesty for political 
·' ~ - . .. . 

prisoners as well as the formation of' a transitional National Union 

Government·. Later there was Kano II, followed ]Jy a Meeting in Lagos . _. ,., . . :. ,: 

during which attempts were made to.bring about a permanent reC"onciliation 
• 1 -~ • • • • • • • 

among the sons of Ch1J.dj hOW!lVer, peace dcies not seem to have been restored 
·: . ' : ... ~ ·.: ' '\, . . 

in the entire country whose stability arid unity ai'e vi tal· io 'Africa ., _,,_.: . . :·_ ::.:··; 
_,., 

COMORO ISLAND. OF HAYOTTE 
) . . ': •' 

. - . 
. ~----· ,, 

In its Thirty-;F'irf!t Ordinary-· S'e~-si~n last year•·in Y>-hartoum, . . . ". ' . ' 

the Sud·an, the Council of' M-':i:O:isters ·a.do-~ted i:l~-~o·I~tion CH/Res.678 

(XXXI) on the Comorian I.sl~~ .of' ·Mayo~-t·~- i~ which .. the .C01,1~cil' strong-
·.;. ' . ' "' ' ' . 

· ly, condemned the illegal occupation by Fr~"l.ce, of' H.ayotte and also 
- ' 

demanded the unconditio,nal wi thdraw~l of' F'rance from Mayotte :":hich . . 
·is an integral part of' the Republic of Comer~-~ - --:· .. 

., .. , 
-?J 

Since the meeting of' the Council in Kharoum, the new Comorian 

Gcxv:e·rnmeni;-: an.~ f:r~ce have re-established 

D.~cembe,:.·,. 1978._. Th~ two Gov~rnments have 
J , I ,. 

·problem of' Hayotte. 

·:, 1VESTERN. SA,H{l.RA 

diplomatiy ~elations in 

h~ld· discus-~ions about 
' 'I' 

t,. •, 
~ .. • !. ·' 

.... 

The question of the Spanish s.i:harri· ·as: the terri'tb]:.y,_ •. ",.as 
; 

the 

called,has be_en the subject of' exhaustive discussions·at·.the·:•.<lpeeial 

Committee. of' the G.eneral Assembly, .ever since September 1973 as well 
::',· . - --

as· at -the :Plenary Sessions of' the General A-~~e~bly ever since Decem-
, - ' -.. ~ ': ' . ' ' ·-:. 

ber of' 1;l;le ~arnE), yea7•, , 'J:'he firs~. seri.,"~- o':f re.sdiutions · oalli'!J.g upon 

Spain to recog7iise th'e' right of' 'the 'Sahara to self-determination. ·,;as 

adopted--by.,the Committee and on. 16 October, 1964 and by the General 

Assembly i~self' a -~e~r .iater. The pos.ition 'oct ·s'pa.in .during thi~ .. 

pe:I-:Lod was t~at its Af-r~ean te~J.Oi t~r'ie-s we:i~ .,pro~i~·ic~s of ~-~t;o~oli-... · .. · ' ·'· 

tan Spain and could therefore not aop::J.re to self'-d~·terminat:1:o~ • 

. : . ... :.· ,,,. . ... 

• ' J 
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The Twentieth Session of the General iuiiiembiy held in 19196 reaf'firmecl 

the" right of ·the pe'ople of Sp~ftisJi''sahara to··~eif-detez:niinaiicJ?- and vr~nt i.urti-er 

to decide' 'on th~··modaliti.es of the 'exe;cise of''ib:i'~ ·:1:-:i.ght'. '• 
"; i - .·.,. : <" -~ . .. 

,·' .. ·• ' ' .... -, . . 
At both the··united Nations and the OAU; th-~s ques'tion 'has become 

a ~ertii~nent subject; the 13th o.Au ~mmit i~ ;~rt.id~: . .e'al.ie~· f'o'r'·~~-· . - .. 

Extraordinary Session while affirming the pri~ciple of self-determination 
' . 

·which had been recogniz_ed by PX:,B;JTiC?Uf1: sessions of the· vari-Gi.ts-GAY--bodies. 
. ;.~ 1 

·.:. 
: .. . . : :; .. ' 

· .. .t.t'''' 

'c The ·Asse~b1J.'' 9f Hea~a of, State and Government of the. imi-';~i!e~~~;''~::. 
1

~ 
. = •• :. ,; .. . .• ' ' - . _·j ; .f :·::·· ... ·. ' .•. 

its F~fteenth Ordinary Session in Khartoum, sidan0- examined''tl:ie q_uestion of . ' -

Western Sahara in all its details and at the en~ of its proceedings .ad~pted 
. ' . . . . . . ~· .. ;'· ; . . . (: .; - :_,; .. · . ' 

resolution AHG/Res ·92 (XV) through Wll:i.ch it e'stablished'' an Air Hoc Com.m~ tte.e ... ·.-rc,;' 

composed of fi~e Hea.ds of State amolig_ wh~m; 'the Head ~'f st'~t~-- of. S.:danj· eu:;;el;._t . 
. • • . ;. • . • • , ',. - '' • - • .... . -' • • . ~>,, . • • ! '·- . • - -

Chaiz'man of the OAUjto study the q\le_stfon •. of- tM·--westehi Sahar-a. The Comm;Lt,.,,., 
' .. • ,\· . • •' ·. {' • .· • '.: . -~· . . ,•:o·~'. '·II •' 'r' 7 '!,L'• • 

tee was to submit a report to the Assembly of Heads. of State and Government. . •. ,•· . 
· The Assembly guidect by the objectives of the Cha:tt.ter of, the Organizati-;n of . : . 

l ,, • . •· , ' I , , .. •.t .t' ' . ." ...• ··•. ~· 

African Unity, reaffirmed 'the' :i-espop.sibi~ity of tne OAU in tb.e' se'aich f:-;{; just 

and peaceful 'solution to the problem_ of the t_erri-t(.C:,Y. 
. - ': .1 l,' '· , 

within" the fr_;m~w9rk-of ·-t~~,, implem~ritatlcii-i'• of' ili~· res.olu'ti~n: "th.e, r·:' ·' . 
... .. 1·_·,.--.:,h. -.,,c.,, ~· ... !• ·.~ .. ~.- ·~· •· ... -; ..... '·· .·, .~.-. :,: .• l··~ .• '':•.:, .. .,· . 
CUrrent ·chairman of the OAU appointed-the· He'ads ot State 'of Gu:mea; Ma,li,_,_ ,. , . 

~-~· :··,· ' r_,, . '·' ;•• '; ·"' 

Nige:Ha and Tanzania as the Ad Roo Committee.-- . ·.: ~ . ·.;. 

·· ... ;...~ 
. , -~ ... 

July 1978, the POLISARIO Front deqided: to· observe . ' . ~· 

nian fr01-it : 
... ; ... ·-

-~ .. ,.. ' \. . ·, 
-i·-:_ ... 

The ':rie~ reg:ioie .in M~~~~a~ia .up~n-- a~~es~io~ ·. 't'o ';~.:~;;· '''f~~la;ed that ... 
. . . , . , :· , . . ·:'· .---· . .; . ,_ r . "'· . . : ~ -.. . , -. , ;; :· 

it waa cominitted to the search for peace in the sub-region and tha,t it ;roulcl 
. , .: ... ',.•. · .. ·. ·. ~:: ;·· :··~·_. .. · .. r.; ~- ... -::. -. . . -;._~.·. 

recog':rifse the right of the Sahraouie populations to self-determination. 
" :.· .· '• .. ·.:~:-· .. ·-·· ·- -.~.:.:,.:-·... .~", . . '•·i' 

The Ad Hoc Ccmmit~~e-"cif Heads of State and .. Gove-:;~ent ~~-.~~~'-west8rn 
• ·,,• Ji .(: .... ' . ;: .. ~.-' .... ,_!,' ,j '/ --~ ... · -:~-- -~ ' .. ;-,!,...·.·:···.~ :-1;. •. -

Sahara, met iri- Khartoum, the Democratic Republic of Sudan,· under ··the· Chair..:· · 
· - .- - ~ -· . ·· • - - . -· · · . · '''.- · · · . · . . :. ·. ~ :. -~ r· .~:...:.. -· .. ; .... · , ~ -, r-· 

inanship of: E'fs- Excellency· ·GeneraF:Jaff-ai- ·Mo-hamed El':FI±e'meirl~ ·'Presiaent'·.of.ihe 
, j.-.,;. ,,-r , .. ·~··,. , ,',, ':""': ... ! _.;:.··." .• ·~=.-'· ... ~ •.. ·~.' .,\, "-,·· ··~::.;-

Deniocratic·'·Re].lUblio of .too: &!dan,' Curran"t · Chairmari of"the' OAU·;'-from the 30th 

of November to lst December 1978. After protracted discussions the Committee 

adopted the following decisions: 
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a) 
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b) 
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To appo;i.nt a fub-Commi.ttee composed of the Heads of State of _._ .. · ·-. 

Nigeria--and Mali who:,,.!fould visit th'il fub-region accompanied b;y 
,··, ·' 

the Administrati-v-e Secr_etary-Gemeral-of the OAU,. on a fact-fincti:Jg 

Mission;· .... ·'-:· •.,.', 

To appeal ~o the parties to• the· conflict 

cease-:fire to facilitate the task of -the 

. '· 

to .. O,~,~~;r:ve an immdiate 

IO).ib-Ccmmittee. . '··;.· . 

The General AssemblY of the United Nations moeting on the other hand, 

in its 33rd Ordinary Session, discussed the question of West~rn Sahara at 

length. 

33/3lB, 

At the conclusion of its discussions it adopted resolutions 33/3l.A ::Y"-'· 

concerning the territory. Throu5h resolution 33/3lA which was adopte~ 

by 86 votes as against 11, 39 abstentions and 13 non-participants, the General 

Assembly recalled the declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Territories and Peoples as contained in Resolution 1514 (XV), having heard 

the statements of the representative of the POLISARIO and welcoming the unila­

teral decision for a ceasefire made at the 12th of July, 1978 by the POLISARIO 

with the only motivation of securing peace in Western Sahara, affirmed, 

among other things, the inalienable rights of the people of Western Sahara to 

self-determination and independence as 1·rell as the responsibility of the 

United Nations in the decolonisation of Western Sahara in accordance with the 

principles of its Cl.arter and the Declaration. 

On the other hand, by Resolution 33/31B adopted by 61 votes as E.t;<.i"'''t 

24, 43 abstentions and 18 non-participants, the General Assembly, recalling 

its .JlesQ.lutio)is 15:1_4 (x"Yr of 14 December 1960, and Resolution 1544 of 15 
Deo!!IP1ior; 1!;)601 oonsidorillg tho decision o:r·::.tli.c ,13tl( Assoljlbly of tho OAU Heads 
of !'ltqtc and G'ovorillflont mdoti.'lg in Port 'Loui3 1 ll!a.ur1 tius to 
corfvene an Extraordinary Session devoted to the question of Western Sahara, as 

well as that of the 15th Session of the Assembly held in Khartoum on the 

creation of an Ad Hoc Committee of Heads of state to examine the ·basis of the 

question of Western Sahara and recalling the relevant provisions of the polj_­

tical declaration adopted by the Fifth Assembly of Heads of State and Govern­

ment of the Non-Aligned countri.es on Western Sahara, expressed confidence tha·o 

the OAU shall study all the data of the question of W.estern Sahara in order tG 

be in a position to convene an Extraordinary fummit, and calling upon the OAU 

to take immediate action to arrive at a fair and equitable settlement of the 

question of Western Sahara, the General Assembly appealed to all the countriev 

of the region to forbear from any action that mibht mar the efforts made by 

the OAU to secure a just and peaceful solution. 
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Ori the· inetr!lct·ions of the Ad Hoo Committee set'· up' by the Khartoum 

Slmmit; the .&lb,.,C.ommittee carried out its _mission to ·Mauritania, Algeria and 

Morrooo. The Sub-Committee composed of the :Heade_of State of Mali and Nigeria, . .. . . ... 
ass:ieted:'by the .'OAU ·Secretary-General, reporte~·~ol'l it·s ·iilisEiion to the Ad Hoc 

Commi tte'e ·which-· met in- Kh'artouni 'on· 23 June last. A report will be submitted . '. :. 

on this"··CJ.uestion to t!te Assembly cxf Heads of State and dove'rnmerit. The 

de:;i-e.lopment of the· si!;uati-on in this part ·.of Africa wiTI bEl''given in t};le .. 
introduction ·to the 1;l_e0retary-Gene-ra1i s r.epp_:~Ct .• 
' . 
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BUREAU FOR .FLACEl>'iENT ,AN,D. EDUCATION OF 1\FRICl>N REFUGEES (BPEAR) 

. .._ 

The.most important d~velopm~nt since the last meeting 

of the -Council of' Ministers in Nairob;i w.i th respect to refugee 

problems in Africa was the convening of' the Pan-Afri_can Conference . . . . ' . . . .. . 
on the situation of' i~f'ricun .Refugees, in Arusha, Tanzania frol?' 

May 7 to 17, 1979. The OAU General Secretariat together with the 

United Nations High Comm;issioner. for Refugees and the Economic 

Commis-sion for Af:J;"ica co-sponsored this imp<~rtant (Jonf'erence. 

. ' 'c j -~- • • 

_During. the preparations. of the. J.rusha. Conference, the 

Bureau for the Placement and Education of' African Refugees (BFEtu<). 
•.' . . .. ,' 

has played an impor_tant-· role and, represented t:he General Secre-. 

ta~~~ ~, ··~:t· ;_ -;u-mb~·r .:of·:;~-;;~ksh,~~s-: ~~~-;~B-£!mj_;,_ars~.in _-G~neva. and .. , . 
. -~ ... --- - - . -·~·-·---- .. ·----.:.:. ...... ---~.::..: .. 

Arusha which were organized l?Y the Planning· Po_l!'.ll1i tte,~. ~f th,e ..... '-- .· .. '. 

Conferen.ce. 

·-: 
'· 

'i'he Conf'e~ence (iaS attended by_ d•9J:e-gatipn repres_enting 

J8_,Member States, m<cny of. whom "!>rere headec:. by Hinisters or high-. 
• '· J • ' J J' ~ • • ' • 

ranking Qf:ficials., All Liberation l'lovements. reco91ized .by, Ol~U 
• • • ' ··..: J .: ' J 

as l'TelJ. as r.e-;:;resentativ~s. of about 75 International Organizations~ . ' ::· .,: ' - . ,; ' . ·' '" ' ' ~ ' ' . . 
Voluntary Ag":ncies and Diplomatic Hissions accredited to TnnzaniEl 

' • • • •• J • '· • /, 

PE\rtici1:a te¢ in the Co!).ferenc&·. 

The !•.rusha Conferenc'? ended by .. n;c~opting a comprehensive 

~eport and import"':nt, ;r,&cpmmendati_~ns .. ~hat, dealt wit~ every aspect 

of -!<he African Re.fueee Pr_o,b;tel,lls ix1C~uding legal matters ,like the 

definition of "Rc:t:ugee1' as given by:. the ciif'ferent interna ti;,nal . - . . .. , ' . . ' .. . . 
and regional instruments, granting cf. assylum in .1\,f'rica, the· 

~ . ·. .. . . . . . . ' . 
~re.at.!!!.~I?-t of refUgees,. ·::.he _accession ,and implementation by OAU 

• ' • " ' t. • ' . ' ' . 

Member States of international and regional legal instruments apd 

the dessimination of refugee l~w to Member States. The Conference 
' 

als.o adopte<;l- o-ther reccmmenda tions Oil.. the . Social, Economic, Ins-

titu~iona_l asp.:._cts of Afri,can rE)fueees.· 

.. ,. -. 
' ' 

-... ....... ,.._, 
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ThG .£-l·Tusha Refugee Conf'erence also called for the_. 

strenethening the Refugee Bureau in the General Secretariat and 

recommenc:ed that all ·possible .political; financial and material. 

support s:J:J.ould he···give·n to the Bureau by A!'rican countries··as 

wo'll as 1:~ tergovernffien ta.l. ·and. n6n-governmen ta:l Organizations 

involved in refugee work in··Afri.ca. 

The Arusha Pan-Afric~:m ConferencG clearly specified 

the roles of the African ·Governments, the .. OAU,' UNHCR and all 

other inter-governmental-an(; non-governmental Organizations and 

Agencies Hith regard to the follow·-up of· the' recommendations. 

The Meeting of Committee of Experts on Southern-African Refugees 

(May 1S, 1979, Arusha; Tanzania) 

Inspi te of r.ep.ea:ted calls made by the CAU/BPEiill in 1977 

and 1978 to oonvenea<a.l;ICCi::i.ng for the Committee of Experts formed 

in i977 by virtue of (Res.CM/5J6(XXVIII), tlie meetings of the 

Committee did not take place because of lack 'of quorum·.·· Howdver 

during the Az·usha Conference~ the Com'!'i ttee which ~6~sists of · 

Angolr:..~ Bots\Jan~, Egypt·, Ethj.opia~ GuineO.-Biss~U ~ Les·otho, HoZq.mbi­

quc, "Nigeria (absent) and SWaziloild,: rhe"tD l1epreselltc.tives. 'of the 

OAU Liberati or- l~~ovements took part in the m&eting of the Coorni tte8o 

'l'he Meeting discussed t1-10 in:f~orma"t.ian· d.O.cuments prepareC. 

by the BPEil.~i. and re:ferE:nc'e 'was inade 'in •':r:Ei·rtfCuiar :to the pror/osnls 

mnC:e by the OAU/BPEAR rc&ar.ding the se'tting-up''of· the "Special 

Fund" called f'or by resolutions CM/Res.51J?(JG"CIX)' and C!fi./Res.620 

(X:JOCI) • The. BPBJ,~1 ·proposed that a sum ofo US~- 5· million be contri­

buted by Member Stat'es over a.periocl of 3··to 4 years and that the· 
' ' 

said fund be used for ' 

a) Expansion of', 6aucati0n: f'D.cili tieS in !i'rorit Line: st·ates 

b) The setting-up of income generaiing projects· and 

c) Prov,iding scholarships for refugees from Southern 

Africa. 
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During its lJ!eeting. the Committee felt that there ,;as neec' 

±'or furth:er information on. thl..:s-i\ib.Tt~r an~··-hia.t .. :da'tailed projects 

'"i th rensonabie q1,1dget es:t:j,•nn tes shouJ.d be 1~reparec1.. At the 

Jviec;ting, :i. t wa~ decidpd;: th~ ~ ~~~mJ;>ers of the dbmini 'ttee, as ,;ell ns 

representa t:!.ves from ~~~~~:P.i,a: and. Zambia.-~ 2.ilC. ··in·-'!cO-opera tion wi.th 

Liberation Movements' in: ai~·\h~se ~~th{i~J!b~ should.:' bring with them 
. . .. ~jqt:··~;:: •:.~_i:;~ .: ' . . . 

all' necessar-y-_ dfl.ta am~. J.nformatJ.·on tha-,; could help J.n the formula-
,. .,. .: . 

t:i.on o:f sound and de,ta;i.led _pr_o jects. It was aiS'o·-'C:ecidei:i that.· 

the Committee should hold another·':neeting in Dar-es~Salaam, 

Tanzania betw'f9_ll June 23 and 24, 1979 and consider this matter. 

Africa Refupee Day: June 20, ·1979 · 

lls usual, the OAU General Secretariat cel.,ebrate.Q. Africa 

Refugee Day on June 20, 1979, at Africa Hall, Ac'~is Ababa. The . . 

Prograw~e included SFeeches by representatives of the Government . - ... - . 

o:f SC?cial.~st Etliio-r)_ia, OAU 'Sec.rci-triry G3noral :and the Hao.d o:;: _ tf!~.-- .. _ 
.. Regional. Liaison Office of lJN:HCR in Addi·s Ababa, as Hell .as 

' ' . . ' .. 7. l'' :· . •. ' , .. , 

_showing of some relevant films. .l~11. African !Jiu1omatic; Missions - -. . -:~: :·::·_ . ':{ 

as ...;vell as other- ·fOreign Nissions accrc:K:i·ted- to .Ethi9piQ. ~re~e: 

.:...!:'"·•. . ... ., ... ~ .. 

. ' 
'. . - .. . ;:-: ~. ' 

' ' 
·j; 

; 1.'_: •.• •••. •. . ~ ~ : •,- .. 
... •, 

'-:. 

' ...-~ .... , .--' ·,:. 
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UGANDA/TANZANIA DISPUTE 
'. f .. . . :.: .. 

·.: 

on:· .'r2th, October 1978, the then President· of' Uganda l!'ield 

Marshall Idi Amin, Dada sen.t ~ copy' of' the· telegr'a'm which he. had 

sent to the Tanzanian Pres:ident Mw-~limu' Julius ·Nyer·ere to-me .ask-. . . 
ing the :flreside~t to withdraw his·· troops' from Uganda. A .copy of' · 

the sam\'!. telegram wa~. sent to-' the du';rent Chairman:,• H.E •. President 

Gaf'f'ar El Hii;leiry a.TJ.d to the UN Secretary:2Gerieral -Kurt l-laldheim. 

Uganda in a subsequent declaration said that from the 27th 

to JOth October, 1978, Uganda alleg~d-·that ·Ta:nzan::ian troops -ha<L ... 

occi'upied 400'"squ'ara me·tr.e-s· -.o:f'. Ug,~dan terri toiy. · · However, ·this· 

wa.s denied· by the· TanzP.i:lian Pres.id:nt at. a di'r:~<ir "'par.ty held in 

Songea, Tanzan~a. 

. . 
However,· oa 29 October, Ugandan troops while decfctring that 

they were chasing Tanzania.TJ. troops out of' their territory crossed 

the Tartza.hi~ ·border and occupied T~~anian terri tory, ii.s f'ar ;,_s ··the 

northern part of' the Kagera River - west of' Lake Vict~ri.a:'' aha' accord­

ingly took control of' 710 square miles (1,840 sq. Kms) of' this~ area. 

On its part Tanzania declared a general mobilization and con­

sequently -massed troops in ·the battle area to push back Ugandan 

troops ~ ito territory. In a message to the Secretariat on Jlst 

O~tober 1978, Tanz&<ia eomplained she had fallen victim to blatant ,. 
aggression by Uganda, 'qhich was contrary to the OAU Charter, 

Tanzania maintained that it was committed to the defence of its 

sovereignty and territorial integrity and that it wculd repulse 

aggression from Uganda as she could not accept the acquisition of' 

territory by force, Tanzania also demanded not only the immediate 

withdrawal of Ugandan troops from its territory but that African 

countries should condemn UgfuTJ.da for its aggression ageinst Tanzania, 

At the beginning of' last November, a.11. envoy of' the Current 

Chairman together with the Assistant Secretary-General for Political 

Affairs went to Tanzania and Uganda and held tall-cs with the two 

governments on the situation then obtaining between the two countrie~. 

As a result of their ef'f'ort coupled with that of' a number of' African 

States such as Nigeria, Guinea and Liberia, Uganda decided to withdrfl'·: 
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from Tanzanian terri tory, Tanzania ho,vever, denied that Ugandan 

troops had wi thdra'vn from her terri tory and that they were actually 

forced out of' ·Tanzanian territory. 

F~llowing the·outbreak of war between the two countries; 

several African.Heads o:f State and Government also appealed to the 

Presidents of. Tanzania .a.':d Ugancj.a to call for an immediate ceas·e-· 

fire and settle their differences in a .spirit. ,of, brotlmrhood arid " 

good-neighbourliness as stipulated in the principles of the OAU 

Charter. Several other African co~ntries, on.the other hand, con-. ·-,. ·' •· 
demned the invasion and occupation by Uganda of parts of Tanzanian' 

Terri tory and demanded an immediate withdrawal from it by Ugandan .. ' 

troops. 
>:...• 

., 

Between Dece~ber 5-6 the Current Chairman and the Secretary-· 

General of the OAU went to Kampala and Dar es Salaam where they 

held discussions with the Presidents of Tanza.>:lia and Uganda, 

During the discussions with the C~rrent Chairman and the 

Secretary-General, Tan~ania spelt out the following conditions 

bef'ore it.could accept any mediation efforts:-

l) That the OAU should denounce the President of Uganda· 

. ·~·. 

as an aggressor, since Tanzania is a victim of 

.aggress~on' 

2) • that thi' OAU should prevail upon the -Uganp.tm Govern--. 
men t to renounce any. terr.i torial ciaiin on Tanzania; 

J) that Uganda should accept .to pay compensation for' the 

damages arising out ·of its aggression against Tanzania, 

Despite these efforts aimed at .a~'hi.eying med:iation between 
. ' 

the two countries, fighting between 'the two States· continued in the 

border area, ·Reliable sources indicated t~at during.last December 

Tanzania..'1. troops. had cro~·~ed int~. Ugandan. ter'r:i tory from the: Akele 

district area near the Kagera River. 'on 26 ·January, 1979, the 

President 9f Uganda sent messages to the m;r Secretary-General copy 

of which he sent to the OAU Secretary-General ih'which'he drew his 
. , . . ' • : •· ' . ~ I 

attention to the serious situation o'ri' the Ugnnda/Tan,.,ania border. 

~' ! : 
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The General Secretar~at on its part had kept the OAU 

Current Chairman informed of' th'e -escalation of' hostilities bet1~een 

the two countries despite previous ef'f'orts exerted to re-establish 
' . . 

peace in the area and has continued to appeal to. the Current 

Chairman· to request the tw:o parties in the conflict to· cease afl 

hostilities towards each other. 

On JO January, 1979, the' Secretary-General dispatched two 

_13nvoys to Dar es Salaam. and Kampala to deliver messages to the two 

Heads of' State of' Tanzania and Uganda aimed at putting a stop to 

the hostilities, As this did not succeed, a meeting of' the OAU 

Ad Hoc Committee on the Settlement of' Intra-African Disputes which 

was set up in Libreville in July'l977 by the Summit was su~~oned 

.l 

in Nairobi, Kenya to consider the conflict bet1~een Uganda 'and Tanzania. 

( 

The Ad Hoc Committee met in its :first session in \birobi, 

Kenya from 21 to 22 February, 1979 to consider the matter. After 

an exhaustive discussion of' the question, the Committee made the 

following recommendations: 

l) The immediate and total ceasef'ire by both parties; 

2) the unequivocal renounciation of' territorial ~laims; 

J )_ the wiJbhdr;'lWal Of' f'or'ces behind their respee ti ve and 

international~y recognized borders; 

4) ' the respect of' normative' OAU resolutions a.tl.d Charter . ~-. 

principles particularly ·on· non-int.erf'erenc·e in internal 

af'f'airs of' Member States and respect f'or the sovereignty 

and,. terri to rial integrity of' s·ta tes' 

5) the reaffirmation by both parties of' Mogadishu Agreement 

and the Addis Ababa Accord; 

6) the. ~etting up of' a control commission to supervise 

the ·ceasef'ire. and withdrawal of' forces, 
I 
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The Committee decided: ·· ' 

... ,_f"' 1; to ro·f'er the questioli: · a·-£· coinpe:nsa tion :r.or ·war damages 
- ' 

to· the Heads of State and-Government· of' the Ad Hoc 

Comm:L ttee throug-h the Current Chairman of'· the; OAU f'or 

their· Considera t:Lon~. 

2-. to sond missions immediate-ly to the· Heads o:f State 

-of' Tanzania and--Ug~nda t~' convey to 'ti-iem -·the re­

commendations of' the Ad Hoc Committee, 

In accordance 'vi th the last decision, a sU:b:..Commi tt'ee· of'· 

the Ad Hoc Committee visi teci Kampala, Uganda '"here Pre'sident Amin 

accepted the recommendations of' the Ccm:nittee, ±n another visit 

to Kampala by the sub-Committee, the then President of' Uganda gave 

an undertaking in writing renotincing· ,hi claims on Tanzanian 

territory. 

Another sub-Committee was sent to 'Tanz-ru:iia.' 'qhcire i'i--\re.s 

received' by President Nyerere, The ?resident. appreciated the ef'f'orts 

'Of' the Committee but sa:id that the recommendations were ···vague -in~'' 

cert'al.n respects; The· unequi. -;6cal r:&n01inc:la ti'ori of' -tor:d tor:lai 

claim he' insi:-:ted 'should' have spocifi.r/ally· ri3ferred: to 'Uganda for 

Tanzania has no 'terri toriaJ. cla{ms on.' Uganda or :an:; ~thor' dountry,'· - .,,,,_ ·t i 

While President Nye~~ere ea'~--no d:i:f'f'icul ty in a reaffirmation by the 
. - . . ·;. ; . . ~ 

two parties in Mogadishu and Addis Ababa Agreements, he could not -

tr~st Am±n to honou~ '";,b_ch cocim:L:tm'en ts, With regard to th-e question -- . 
of' compensation, the Tanzanian ·President 1qould have pre.':fel::red· t~1e 

Committee to spec:if'y · ttiat it was Tanzania that was ·entitled to- cla±m 

"ompensation f'rom Uganda and not both parties. He had no dif'f'iculty· ·· 

in o.oeepting· ·a ceasef'ire as hiD "troops· ·had finished· their task and 

the war was over as f'ar·El:s he was concerned, 
c.~ . ' . -

" ·A second missiO'n to· Tanzania to present th.a written renounoi­

ation ;,f'· Amin 1 s claims on Tanzania.."l territory to President Nyerere 

was riot 'succesf'ul as the members o-r the sub-Committee .. could not meet 

the President, 

.. 
(" .. ,-

. " 

. --
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.However;· on 2 Harch, 197·9, President Ny~rere· addressed• a 

l_e.t.te:t; to. the.Cha:lrmi:m 'of -&he· Committee, ~lnjo·r:-General H,E,· 0, .Adefop_e, 

Commissioner :for :external of' ·Niger:ia in which-.he .gave .. a detailed.i ,: 

ob~er~atl~n··~; 'the recoliu!Je~da-t:i!c\n~ r:of. the Ad Hoc, Com'llittJ~ t 'r :~~I. r.l . 
• • • J • • '.. - '' • ' - - • 

rei tera.ti3df·;Tanzariia 1 ~ •• stand: on .the· matte:t 'aiicl:\ct~rharidea J.thrJ~·t.;_,.~rtii:if 
··- · •• '· ·-' • ·- .. '· ·- -· • ~ •. • . ~."! .. !;, "J.r,.··· -I- -: :·1 · :-·.u-:ri 

st~.'P,;~m~'pt_~;.' .. _.,.:·- --~ _·;_ ~-:· -~- ····,. :.·---~.:.:·- ·-,··--~:~ ... j~.: ,,,, -····! \ .. ,p- .;,.r -~· ~ 

-~-=--.!·.1~--- ~- ·2 . '-j ~i· :-.. :-~-:~=) ~--;~~·~---r··:~tj.:~-;~-li~~<-~ .. :.G!.:· :;~;~n~-;-~lt-:r:·~:·::~l~e~~~:::i_!;:;..·.~~~~~~~;:·f~i•;):3 
._--;- I '"~ l ": ,a) ' 1+ ,de~r ~9P.~':Il}!!-,ati~n ,,,by the._ PAll.: '?f.,. _ug.:..nqan aggres s:i.·~;~' 

b) 

-, 

.. ,, .. 

- · -: again~-t- -Tanz8.ni~.:; .. · ·· ,, " 

" : 
·' ; •• 1 ·~ • ~ j ''·' 

,. ,; ,o - ! ·' .. ~ -,. ~ ·' '":" 

·A clcar'-renounciation by Uganda of' alL claims to 

'Tanzanian terri-tory and a promise n(Jt to m~e such 
' ' 

claims 'in the,f':uture; 

'•., 

' .: r: ,_: 

c) A promise by the Uganda Government to pay compensation_ 

to Tanzania for ·the damage caused to his country by·. 

the aggression-and by the pillaging and wanton destruc­

tion which accompanied it. 

,• ' . ·'•' 

Pr.esidenj? Nyerer~ them· .proposed t:he appointment' 0 of a· P-~el · 

ot t'o\ir Heads 'of State (two. :wli'o had qondemn~d Ugand;ot' s ..• aggre.~~_i;I?-, ·.:. 
arid t,wo who .had net done ,so),' to .. deal wi ~h··the--ma•tter ··under the._ ·, ._, · 

. I ; ,·· - • ., I i· I ' 
Chairmanship di · tte qu.f.re;nt .c:hai'~ma:rt of' the oAu,.' · · 

.- ·, . . ·,: . I,,; 
.,., " ; . ' .l -; ' ~ . - · .... ,, :. 

. •, t' I ,_ •• , ' , • ' ~I ' ! ',:1 1''_1 j· 
•: -The pfopo't;als of, the ·P,r'eside'Iit tog'ether'with a fuJ:l.' ·repor't 

. ·. - , J ~·~·· ~-~-·~l ,t·, .• r, .:. 1 • ·•."'',"') •r:, 
of. ·,tJ;le Ad Ho~, .C~mini ·!!-tee'· w.ere'·'·t'i:iansmi·tted\ .:to· the "Curr•ent CJ:?.airinah·; ,_.._ . 

' ' ' '' 
''I·· ... ·' I ' ' ~J' 

DS'sp':i. te, the efforts . of' the OAU .. :t~e wa,; · esc'ala;t.ed 'leo.dihg, 

to the con:s'equent overthrow cf.,_PreSidei).t Amini.'. -· -· 

... 
I,: ,•,· 

,·_, 

.., 

.· 
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