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REPOB..T Oli' '2HB B~CRBT1.,RY-G.J::N_ti;lli..L ON THE 

The l'1iddle .J::ast situation has seen a great change 

since the 'J:hfrty-First Ordinary Session of the last OonferenC>e 

of the Council of J'1inister::;.held last year in Khartoum, Sudan. 

2. On 17 Se'fltember 1978 and under the auspices of the 

United States President, President 1'>."'lwar i3J,D •• T Of the Arab 

Republic of Egypt and the Israeli Prime l'linister 1 l'1r. l1enachem 

B~GIN, signe.d the l!'rame·work of a fiiddle East Peace Treaty at 

Camp David (U.B.J·-.). 

Following the signing· of this Treaty, the Middle 

East became .a scene of intensive diplomatic activities which 

continued until early this year. 'l'hese negotiations finally 

result.ed in the signing of a .f'eace ·rreaty betwe.en Egypt and 

Israel on 26 l'1arch 1979 in Washington, U.d •••• - Treaty ;~hich 

the United ,states President also signed as witness. Israeli 

Prime 11inister l'1enacl'em BBGii.T visited Cairo on 27 l'1arch 1979. 

4. The main provisi·ons of the Israeli - J:!:gyptian Peace 

Treaty are, among others:-

(i) 'l'otal withdrawal of Israeii armed forces and 

civilian population from parts of Sinai occupied 

by Israel to be .carried out in stages ·covering 

a period· of three years. ·:rhe Israeli forces should 

pull out of most parts of Sinai within nine months 

following the signing of the •rreaty after which 

Egypt, will re-establish it.s sovereignty over the 

whole of Sinai up to its International Borders 

before the 1967 war. 

' ' 
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Security measures agreed upon by both parties 
' 

will be taken on either side of the .Border 
between Israel and l!;gypt, especially the 
establishment of limited militarisation zones. 

(iii) Establishment of normal relations between Sgypt 
and Israel. 

'(iv) Negociations should open between Egypt and Israel 
one month from the date of .exchanges of 
i;nstrwnents of'ratificat:i,on of tne Peace ~reaty 
1rrith a view to reaching an agreement. on the 
holding of electious to establish a Palestinian 
Government on the West Bank and the Gaza strip: 

'.rhe duration of these negotiations should not 
' exceed one year and the elected authorities shall 

take o,ffice the month following the .elections. 1. 

5 - year transitional period shall be~in as soon 
as the r.ewly elected Government takes office. At 
the same tim~., talks to grant full national 
sovereignty to the.West Bank and Gaza shall continue 0 

(v) •:rhe Egyptian delegatiotl to these talks: oould · 
include representatives of the Palestian .Peop;te 
and Jordan was invi.ted to take part. 

(vi) Israeli military Control and civilian administrto1tion 
over the said zone shall cease as soon as the 
government takes office. During the transitionel 
pe:L~iod, most of these forces should pull out to 

·agreed specific areas. 
\ 
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(vii) i'loreover, Israel. has agreed to adopt tneasures 

to improve political situation in the West 

Bank and the Gaza strip. These comprise 

espa.cially the lifting of the ban on political 

activities and tne release of politioal 

detainees. Israel should allow refugees to 

1return home. 

(viii) Besides,. in a complementary note to the Camp ~ 

David ;,.greement, Bgypt maintair,ed that Jerusalem 

should remain an integral part o:t; the \~est 

J5ank and that .the Palestinians shoulit exercise 

their legit.imate <:md nationBl right;s over this town. 

(ix) The instrume11ts pf ratification were exchartged 

between ~gypt and I's,te,el on 25 :.:pril 19?9 

following ap,,roval of the Peace Treaty by the 

Governments .of the two countries. 
' 

Following the s.igning of. the Peace Treaty between 
v • 

t;nd i;gypt, the Council of ,;.rab Hinisters and the PLO 

held a special session in Bagdad, Ir;oq, which was not attended 

by Sudan, i;gypt and Oman. ..t this Conference, the • .rab 

countries condemned the Egyptian Goverhment for signing the 

Treat.y with Israel. It will be recalled that, ba,forehand, 

the Framework of the Peace •:rreaty, worked out .at Camp David., 
was rejected by a number of »reb countries. 
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6. .c.~.t tlj.e Bagdad Conference, it was decided to end 

financial and economic assistance to .E:gypt, impose oil embargo 

on it and to break diplomatic relations with it. It was 

also de~ided to trilnsfer the .,r.ab League Secretariat from 

Cairo to 'J:unis although . .E:gypt had resolved to keep the 

Secretariat in Cairo despite this decision, ,~t the same 

.Meeting, the ;.rab 'ountries reaffirmed their pled.se to 

continue. tlle fight against Isroel t·o recover the other occupied 

territories and to win independence :fOr the Palestinians. 

7. ""-t the me<:lting of the Islamie ·Conference in Rabat 1 

l'lorocco 1 early Mny 1979, it was dehded to suspe:q.d • .:!:gypt 

from this Conference. Of .late, .E:gypt has been suspended from 

s.ome .... rab organizations including the Co.un•il of 1•rab .8conomi.c 

Union, ·the hrab Scientific and Cultural Organisation and trw 
•• rab Bank for Bconomic Development in • .tri4a with Headquarters · 

in Khartoum. 

8. In conformity with previous dGcisions taken by 

the Council of Ministers, the General Secretariat will follow 

the development of the Middle East situation closely and 

submit the relevant report t.o the Council. 
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