ORGANIZATION OF i J,y‘ siedl iz ~ ORGANISATION DE L'UNITE

e 3 AFRICAINE
Aﬁmcszipl UtNITY ] Secretariat
retar i ia . FEAF oo o B, P. 3243
P, Q. Bax 3243 b &

Addis Absbe %, Lt ¥

ORIGINAL: English
DISTRIBUTION: General.
CM/9T8( XXKITIT)

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

'I'hirty-—'rhirci Ordinary Session
Monrovia, Liberia, July 1979

REPORT. OF THE SECRETARY-CENERAL ON THR

PROBLEM OF REFUGEES. IN AFRICA

AFRIC4y

A HIVE )
Pl ot S
o ,—""'-'

R

G
Wi REFLRE

P ‘i
-\Q«
S4Ti0N pE | U‘\



CM/978

RAPOLT OF THE SEORETARY—GEWWRAL ON_THE
PROBLEM OF REFUGEES IN AFRICA

The numbsr of African refugees has risen sharply in
the last few years and has exceeded four million. This inerease
could be attribubed to memy causes - one of them is the intene
sificatién of struggle of the oppressed African people in
Southern 'Aﬁrica against racist minority regimes in the thrée
countries of Zimbabwe, Wemibia and South Africa., Other causes -
are the frequent iater and intra African conflicts which have
added 1arge nusbers o the African refugees population. ' 4s a
matter of fact it could be egtimated that about three quarters
of Africa refugee populatlon has been originating from indepen—
dent African countries i

2e The African Heads of Stete and Govermments and the
Council of Ministers have passed since the establishment of the
QAU nearly 50 resolutions on the refugee matters and probiéms

in Africa. The ratification of 1969 QAU Gonventlon Governing
the Bpecific Asoects of Refugee Problem by 41 Member States

and the establlshﬁenb of the Bureau for the Placement and
Fducation of African Refugees are among many examples demonste -.
rating the concérn.of Africa about its refugee problem.

By Despite commendable efforts made by the African people
and Governments towards their brothers and sisters in distress, -.
a lot has yet to be done with regards to the sharing of refugee
burden among African countries. The large African refugee
population is at present distribﬁted unevenly over aboutbt wnly

20 Member States. Infact only 8 Member States are bearing the
heaviest burden, each giving refuge to about one hundred thousand
refugees or mores ) \ .
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4, Many of the resclutions and decigiorns made by the
dbuncil of Minigters in favor of Africen refugees have
regrettably remalned unimplemented despite the repeated appeals
by the respon81ble services of the CAU Secretariab deallng with
refggee_problem. Epr example resolution CM/346(XXIIT) adopted
in Mogadishu in 1974 called upon Member States to give thé BPEAR
their moral, mabterial and financial support'and to take the
néqessany measures fér the success of its activities in the
fields of Education and Placement. Yet over the years and
&éspiteurepeated‘appeals and requests made ﬁy the CA&U/BPEAR %o
NMember Stabtes to help in the edueation and placement of Afriean
refugees,; the resulls have beer disappointing. '

5. Following The Howebto uprisings and subsequent influxes
of younggrefugéeg from South Africa in particular and also from
obher countries under racist regimes like Zimbabwe and Namibia,
the Council of Ministers had adopted resolubtion CM/536(XXVIII)
in Tone, Topo in WOBTL&DF 1877 and later CM/Res 547(£XIX) in '
Libreville, Gabon in July 1977 setting up a speclal programne
for the prov1sxoa 0f educablon and tralnlng facilities in Africa
in order v o prepare these young pecple to serve their country
better after the attaimment of independence. To this éend the
Counecil of Minigters had also established Special Committee T

kof Experts from nine 0AU Nember Btates — namely Angola, Botswgna,
Egypt Ethlopla, Guineca-Bissau, Lesotho, Mozambique, Nigeria and
Bwaziland to &ssess the requlrements of these young refugees and
the type of assistance needed in the immediate end distant future.,,
Despite repeated calls by the‘OAU/BPEAtho ¢convene neebings for '
the said Committee of‘Experﬁs in 1977 and in late 1978 the
response of Member Htabes concerned was so poor and each time
meetings had t6 be postponed due to lack of quorum.
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©o Having this in mind and taken into consideration.
Resolution CM/Res.620(¥XYLI). by which the Council of Ministers
had decided to make llembe: States contributions to the Specisl
Fund compulsory, the OAU General Secretariat (BPEAR) took the
initiative to propose a sum of about US$S million to be conbriw
buted by OAU Member States, friendly countries and 1nternatlonal
and voluntary agencies, This amount is to be dged for flndnclng
a special training an@.educaulon prograume for young: refugees.
from Southern Africa and for providing assistance to Frontline
States and %ther African countries which are ready to provide
educatlon and tralning for Mfrlcanwrefugees. The programme is
to be implemented over a six years period. The first year will
be used for preparations and for collection of the first“ihstalh‘
ments froi OAU Membor States and donations from other sourcés.

e The OAU/BRLAR ﬁctivities have been severly curtailed
by lack of funds. In spite of repeated appeals to OAU Membex
States for contributions’the response has been dlS&ppOlntlng,
the conbtinued reliance of OAU/BPELR which is an integral part

of the OAU on outeide financial assistance, is, to sday the least
'unSatisféctory‘and gives a bad image to all Africas

Ee LThus the traditional sources of finance of  the OAU-

. BPELAR héve.remaine& for years as extra-African. The unfortunste
incildent of embezzlementc of some funds from tﬁe BPEAR accounts
by the fAccountant has drastically affected the attitude of these
traditional donors who for the last one and half years have shied
away from conbtributing to the BPEAR budget except for a small
sum from the UNHCR. Iees for sixbteen BPEAR sponsored students’
‘were pald ‘against this UNHCR contribubion for the year 1977/78.
Tha 1978/79 fecs and allowances for these students had to be
paild from funds wremaining in the BPEAR accounts after the 1attér
were defrozen in late 1978, |
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e "ﬁﬁérﬁ from financial difficulties the BPEAR is faced'
with the problen of shortoge of staff Desplte thls, the BPEAR
contlnued to address itself to 1ts respon81blllt1es and hab
exerted all efforts Go rendew its services in the fleld of edu~
catlon and plﬂcemenu*“o African refugees° Hundredu'oi -applicas
tions fop scholars ships a8 well as for employmen+ and placement
have been-recelvoa, Propesmed and replied to. Agenples 1nvolvcd
in refugee work in Africa were approached‘to gponsonr qualifieé
refugees to help the latter to further their education, Membgr
States were constantly approached to help in the employment “

&

and placenent of Aflxican refugees,

*10. ‘The OAT/BPTAR hag ‘taken the initiative to flnd new
gourcesd of funds and am slstqnce for its 0perat10ns and activities.
An appeal was mede 6 16 Kings, Emirs, Sultans and Heads of rich
Arab and African Stabtes as well as to Dirsctors of Prominent Arab
and African finaneial institutions requesting for financial end
raterial assistance. This -assistance is intended for African
refugees as well as for sfricen countries which are gJVlﬂo refugn
to refugees like. the Tront-Lline. States. Only few weeks after the
appeal was launched positive responses started to COme « mhé Libyai
Areb Jamshiriya has indicated through its Embassy in Addis Ababa
that it has-decided to donate relief and other commodities equivalend
to UBS$250,000 To. African.refugees, The Lrab Fund for Technical

"Aid te African end Ared Ceuntries expressed,its desire to sponsom

qualified Africen refugees to sbudy.in Lrab and African douﬁfrieg
and has asked the QAU/BPiIAR %o urgentbly send & 1list of such Zefugees
fo_r--considerati’éne

11, In the ficld of protection the BPEAR worked closely
with the UNECR and o%cellenﬁlcooperatioﬁ in this and othér fielés
existed babween the two OTZanSe | )
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12, In this connection, the OLU/BPEAR had sent an appeal

to all Member Stebces of the OAU urging those Member Stabtes that
had not already done so to accede and adhere to the UN 1951
convention and the 1967 Protocole and to ratify in particular
the QAU 1969 conwvension governing the specific aspects of refugee
problems in Africa since only 18 Member States have s¢ far rati~
fied the latter.

13, The OAU/BPEAR actively participated in a series of
nmeetings of the Planning Committee réesponsible for preparations
for the Pan\ﬂfnioan.ﬁefugee Conference which was held in Arusha,
Tanzania, from 7 to 17 lay, 1979

14, ks in past years 0AU/BPEAR observed the 20 June as
o refugee day. TIn collaboration with the Ethiopian Government
and the UNHCR it disbributed posters to QAU Member States and

showed films on refugces at African Hell in Addis Ababa. -
15, Following the Secretary GeneralsReport on the on-going

Preparations for the Conference on the Situation of Refugees in
fifrica (Arusha 7 May to 17, 1979), to the 32nd Ordinary Session
in Nairobi in February 1979, the Council of Ministers adopted
resolution CM/Res.Go4(NXXIT) calling wupon Member States to parbi-
cipate at the sald Conference effectively apd at Ministerial
level. Thé Council of Ministers has also decided wvide the same
regolution that the remaining balance for organizirng the
Conference (US$200,000) be met from savings of the OAU regular
budgetb.. | '
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