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Jf~T _Q:0, 2]tS SECRErARY-GENERAI, ON THE 

PROBLEH OF REFUGEES IN AFRICA ·"'"'-'"--c----.. -

The number of African refugees has risen sharpl;y: in 

few years an.c1 

'attributed to 

has exceeded four million. This increase 
' many causes - one of them is t;he int.en. · 

sification of struggle of tlie oppressed African people .in 

Southern Africa ac;ainst racist minority regimes in the three . ' 

countries of Zimbabwe, Ncmibia and South Africa. Other causes 

are the frequent inter .and intra African conflicts which have 
' -

added large numbers to t.he African refugees population. ' As a 

matt.er of, fact it coul<\]. ·be estimated that about three· quarters 

of Africa refugee population has been originating from indepen­

dent African coUJ:ri;.rie s ! 

2. The African Heads of St?--te and Governments and the 

Council of r1in.isters have passed since the establishment of the 

OAU nearly 30 resolutions on the refugee matters and prob],ems 

in Africa. The ratific-ation of 1969 OAU Convention Governing 

!,Pe Specific :.~;!_c'Gs of Refugee Problem by 41 Member States 

and the establishEHmt of the Bureau for the Placement and: 

Education of African Refugees are among many examples demonst. 

rating the concern of Africa about its refugee problem. 

3. DeSpite commendable efforts made by the African people 

and Governments towards the.ir brothers and sisters in distress,,.,. 

a lot has yet to be done vd th regards to the sharing of refugee 

burden among African countries. The. large African vef.ugea 

population is at })resent distributed unevenly over about cnly 

20 D1ember States. Infact only 8 Member States are bearing the 
' . 

heav~est burden, each g;:i.:ving refuge" to about one huhdred thousand 

refugees or more~ 



CM/978 
Page 2 

4. Many of the. resolutions and decisions made by the 

, 

Council of Ministers in favor of African refugees have 

regret.tabl:Jr remained unimplemented de.spite the repeated appeols 

by the r~sponsible services of the OAU Secretariat deallng with 
~ . . . . 

refugee problem. For example resolution CM/346(XXIII) adopted 

in Mogadishu in 1974 called upon l'lember' states to ~ive the BPEJLR 

their .. moral, material and financial support and to take the 

necessary measures fo.r the success of its activities in the 

fields of Education. and Placement. Yet over the. ye13-rs and 

despite 'repeated .acppeals and requests made by the Cli.U/BPElcR to 

Member States to he:!.p in the· edu{'ation and placement of African 

refugees., the results have been disappointing .• 

5. Following the E;ovmto uprisings and subsequent influxes 

of young refugees from South Africa in particular and also f~om 
other countries under racist regimes like Zimbabwe and Namibia, 

the Council of .l1inisters had adopted resolution CM/536(XXVIII) 

in Lome, Togo in .Fobru.ary 1977 and later CM/Res.547(XXIX) in 

Libreville, ·Gabon in July 1977 setting. up a special· programme 

for the provision of .education and training facilities in Africa 
.. J-· 

in order .to prepare these youl'lg· people to serve their country 
' .. 

better after the attainment of independence. To t.his. end the 

Council of Ministers had also .established Special Committee f 

.:of Experts from nine O},U !1ember States - namely Angola, 'Botswana, 
,. ' - - -, - . .· 
·'.Egypt, Ethiopia, GuinG;a-Bissau, Lesotho, Mozambique, Nigeria and . -

Swaziland to assess the requirements of those young refugees and 

the type of assistance .nepded in the immediate .and disbmt future. . ' 
De'spite repeated calls b;y; the· OAU/BPEAR to convene meetings for · 

the said Committ;r)e of :'lx-J?orts in 1977 and. in iate 1978 the 
response o.f Member Dtntes co:o;cerned was so poor and each time 

meetings had to be postponed due to lack of ql.i.orum. 
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6o Ravine; this in mind, and taken into consideration. 

Resolution CM/Ros.620(:lCCXl)" by which the Council of Ministers 

had decided to make Hombor st"ates contributions to the Special 

Fund compulsory, 'Gho O.XU General Secretariat "(BPEAR) took the 

initiative to propose a sum of about US$5 million to be contri. 

buted .by Oli,U !'!ember States, friendly countries· and international . . . 
and voluntary agencies. This amount is to be used for fi~ancing 

a special trainin['; an<f.ed.ucation progra!lllile for ;young· refugee.s 

·from Southern Africa and for providing assistance to Frontline 

States anfi bther o\frican countries which are r.eady to provide 

education and trainin5 for l\.fric'an refugees. The programme is 

to be implemented. over a six years period. The first year w,ill 

be used for preparations ond for collection o:f the first' in~tal• 

ments from OAU l'Iembor States and donations from other sources. 

7. 
by lack 

The OAU/BP:C:ill act.ivities have been severly curtailed 

of funds. In spite of repeated appeals to OAU· Member 

States for contributions 'the. response has been .disappointing, 

the continued reliance of OAU/BPELR which is an integral part · · 

of the OAU on outside financial assistance, .is, to say the least 

unsatisfactory anc.l gives a bad image to all li:l:rica. 

8. .. Thus the. t):'adi'tj.onal sources of finance of· the 01\.U~ 

BPEi~R have. remained for years as extra-African. The unfortunate 

incident of embezzlemen'G .of· some funds from the. BPEAR accounts 

by the i!.ccount O.D.t has· dras'i:;ically affected the attitude of these 

traditional donors 11ho .fo.r the last one and hi:J.lf years ·have shied 

awa:y from contributing t.o the BPEAR budget except for a small 

sum from: the. UN1ICE. Pees for sixteen BPEJ,R sponsored students' 

·were paid ·against this UliHCR contribution for the year 1977/78. 

The 1978/79 fees and allowances fqr these students had to be 

paid from funds :ce:r;lo.ii.J.ing in the BPElill accounts after the latter 

were defrozen in late 1978. 

I 
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9. ·Apart' from financial diff.iculties the BPEAR is faced · 

with''the problem of shortoge of staff, Despite this, the BPEl\.R 

confirmed to acldress itself to its responsibiLities anci has , ' " .. \ - ' ' . ;; 

exerted .all effort.s to render its services in the field. of edu-' 

c!'>.ti'on ari.d ple.cemen'c. •t;o African refugees. Hundreds of applica~· 

t-ion~ f~r schola;_.ships ns well as for 'employme'nt and 'plo.pement 

have beem received, proce:;;.sed and rep1iea:'to. Agencies i:p.volved 
' 

in refugee work in Lfrico. vfere approached. to sponsor qualified 

:r;'efug'ee.s to help t.llO latter to further the
1
ir education? Member 

States· were consto.nt;J .. y O.l):proo.ched to help in the employment 

and. placement of ;,:fr.iccm refugees. • 

' ' ' ~ 

"TO. 'The OAU/BPJ::;i\.TI has. taken the initiative to find IJ.ew 

sources of funds and o.ssiste.nce f'or its operations and activities. 

An appeal was mo.do to 16. Kings, Emirs, Sultans and Heads· of rich 

1\:rab ·and. African States as well as to Ilirectors of Prominent Arab 

and .African financial institutions requesting for financial e.ri.d 

material assisb:mce. This• ·assistance is intended for African 

refug~es as well as for ;~frican countries which are giving refuge 
' to refugees like. the Front-line. States. Only few weeks ·after the 

appeal was launched positive responses started t.o come, The Lioyan 

Arab Jamahiriya has in.dicuted through its Embassy in. Addis Ababa 

that it has decided to donate r~lief and ot.hecc commodities e<i'Uivo.len:i:; 

t.o US$250,000 to. African. refugees, The Arab Fund for Techni.cal 

·Aid to African. and !"ro.b. Countries e:x;:pressed. its desire to sponso:r:: 

qualified African rofu[;eccs to .study in Arab and African co1.m.tries. 

a.'l.d has ·asked the O~W/13Pll"m .to urgently send a list of suph. :;:efu.geoP 

f ·a·· t· 1 or cons1. e.ra. 1.on. 

,11. In the field of protection the :SPEAR worked closeJ.,y 

witl:;t the UNHCR and . excellent Moporat.iori in this and other' fiel<is ·- . 
existed between t;he bro orgcms .• 

. . . 

,, 



CM/978 
Page 5 

12. In this connection, the OAU/BPEAR had sent an appeal 

to all Member 8tet.os ·of the OAU urging those Member States that 

b:ad not already done so to accede and adl!-ere to the UN 1951 

convention and the 1967 Proto.cole and to ratify in ·particular 

the OAU 1969 convontion·governing the specific aspects of refugee 

problems in .Africa since only 18 Member .States have so far rati­

f.ied the latter. 

13. The OAU/BP:8.t'\.R actively participated in a. series of. 

me.etings of the Planning Committee responsible for preparations 

for the Pan African. Rofut;ee Conference '"hich was held in Arusha, 

Tanzania, from 7 to 17 !'lay, 1979. 

14. As .in past yco.rs OAU/BPElcR observed the 20 June as 

a refuge,e da_Y. In collnboration with ihe. Ethiopian Government 

and the UNHCR it distributed posters to OAU J'1ember States and 

sho1'l'ed film.s· on :rcfuc;oos at African Hell in Addis Ababa • 

. 15. Follm!ing tho Secretary GeneraJ!sReport on the' on~going 

Preparations for ·~he Conference 'on the Situation of Refugees in 

lcfrica (Arusha. 7 T·Iay t.o 17, 1979), to the 32nd Ordinary Session 

in Nairobi in February 1979, the Council of Ministers adopted 

resolution CM/Res.694(XXXII) calling upon Member. States to parti­

cipate at the said Conference effectively and at Ministerial 
·r 

level. The Council of Uin~sters has also decided vide the same 

resolution that tho remaining balance for organizing the 

Conferenye (US~~200, 000) be met from savings. of t.he OA:U regular 

budget. 
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