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REPORT O THE SECRETARY-GELNERAL ON THE ESTABLISHMENT.

OF THE INTER-AFRICAN CULTURAL FUND

BACKGRCUND

]

i .

One year ago, the Council -of ﬁinisters‘meeting in its 35th Session in

Freetown submitted for approval by the 0AU Assembly of Heads of State and

Governmeﬁt the constitution establishing the Inter-African Cultural Fund within
the OAU (vide CH/1055(XXXV)).

24
promote

I+ is to be recalled that the purpose of +the Fund is to sustéin and

cultural studies and programmes with particular reference to:

a) transcription, teaching and promotion of the use of national

languages so as to make them suitable for the dissemination of

information and development of science and teéﬂnology}
b) collection, prefervation, use and dissemination of oral tradition;

c) adaptation of school curricula to development requirements and to

the African national socio-economic realities;

d) promotion of cultural activities, encouragement of creative artists

« o.oand -assistance to the creative activities among the people;

e) protection and:eﬁcopraéément of creative artists and cultural

properties;

f) repurchase of all African objec%gwof-arﬁ:of substantial valie in

foreign museums outside independent Africa; =~

g) oconstruction of a museum of Africen ‘arts;

P
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3)
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development of permanent cultural research and establishment of

African cultural centres; ’

modern scientific research inbto African traditional medicine and
medicinal plants; -

study of the similarities and differences between cultures of Member
States, promotion of joint studies into fhe prigines of such aspects
of the cultures as languages, mugio, anthropology, popular culture
and the like.

o o .
Recipionts of the Fund shall be:

"African national and regional publi associations dealing speoially-

with the promotion of cultural developmen%ﬁﬁﬁ&iﬁb‘whioh the fund

shall be an additional intellectual, financial and technical rescurce;

Private African a55001ai10ns whose obJeoﬁlves conform to those of the
fund and whose activities contribute to the promotion of culiure and
the oreative artsy L A
Individuals who may wish»forseek agssistance from the fund in the
ficlds above, particularly in~African creative arts;

Private African associations and individuals séeking agssistance
from the fund shall first of all submit their applications to the
Governments of the countries where they have their Headquarters in
the case of asscciations and 'to fhe Governments of their countries

of origin in the ocase of 1nd1v1duals.

-

Sources of the Fund shéll be:

Asgessed contributions in cash and kind'from QAU Member States;

‘ Voluntarv contrlbutlons in oash and in kind from Governments,

institutions of the Unlted Nailonp system, publlc and private
institutions, international or national institutions and asgociations

or private individuals:
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c) Interests ao;ruing.¥o %he”Fﬁndlspresgu?ces.
IT. ‘IMPLEMEQTATION OF_THE PREVIOUS 3ESOLﬁTIONS OF THE QAU éOUNCiﬂjéF HIEISTERS‘
5 At the end of the Frectown Sunmlt in July 1979; the - OAU.General‘Sccreuarlat

circulated the conbtltutlon of the Ihtﬁr—Afrlcan Gultural Fvnd.to all Member
States, This in fact 1ﬂcluded the amondmonts pronosea oy Member States ‘and some
of those made by delegations at the Commission's mcetlng.

6e The OAU Seoreta&y—General_ipitiated contacts with UNESCO, ADB and BADEAol

The outcome of those initiatives is already being felt as evidenced by
the partlclpailon of the OAU General Sccretvariat in the-4th Scssmon of the
Governing Board of the International Puﬁd for the Promotion of Culture (UNESGO)
held in Parls from T %0 9 April 1981. r"he meéting studlcd thoe pDSSlble flelds
of cooperation between the Internailona¢ Fund and the Inter—African Fund. Such
a cooperation is a¥ ahy rate in keeping with the very cordial relations between
the QAU and UN“SCO. The OAﬁ General Secrctariat is hapoy to dnform the Council
of Mlnlsters, thau at the April Session the Governing. Board of the International
Tund granted an amcount of 15,000 Us' Dollars in aid to %hg Inter—African Fund.
Moreover, the dcliberations of the Session left no doubt about the sincere
interest that the international community takes in Africa's initiatives to

promote its culture.

Te The ADB on its”part respondéd on 9“3une 1980 .o the OAU Secretary-General's
initiative and proposed that a joint meeting be convencd to look into the ways

and means of, gettlng the Inﬁbr—Afrlhan Cultural Fund ofi the ground. If such

a mecting is convened before June we shall report on the outcome to the Council

of Hinisters. Other possible donors could be invelved in that meeting.

S

III. FUTURE_ACTTVITIES
8a The time has come to shift to a more action-oriented phase of activities.

The General Sccratariat thus intends to publish and extensively circulate a
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brochure in the OAU working languages giving the necessary  information on the
Tund., {

Oe In conformi£y with Artiole 10 dealing with fransitional provisions of

the constitubion, the OAU Secrctary-General Fshall take all appropriate preparatory
measures for the launching of the Fund and the setting up of the Board of
Directors.. To this end, ard until the Fund has adéquate resources, the Secretary-

General ghall meet the necessary expenses from the funds approved by O0AU Council

—

of Minigtcrs.? o
10, - To this end,the Geheral Seorétariatﬁpmoposes to the Counoil of Hinisters

to take the folloﬁing measures ;—

.1) Deoide that the Inter-African Cultural Fund shall be<launched in
' ‘the course of 1982, and request the OAU Sccretary-General to take

necesgary steps in that direction?

2) Appeal to Govérnménts of Member States, institutiéns of the United
'Z:Naiions system; public and private'bodies,.international and ]
national associaiipns.and individuals to contribute to the financing

of the fund in consonanoc ﬁi#h*Article-4 of the Constituﬁiop#

3) Authorise the 0AU~Secretdry-General to initiate the necessary

contacts to that ends

~4) Request the Advisory Committee on Administrative, Budgetary end
Financial Matters to take the necessary measurces as soon as possible

to provide the fund with adequate financial resourcesj

5) Thank the International Fund for the Promotion of Culture (UNESCO)’
- for its financial oontribution to the establishment of thé Inter—

" African Cultural Fund.

- N
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‘v AWNEX: . . . CONSTITUTION OF THE FUND

~ We, Heads of ‘State and Govermment of the Organization of African Unity
(OAD)meetlng in our Seventeenth Ordinary Session in Freetown, Sierra-Leone
from 1st to 4th July 1980,

Reoalling the objeotives set out in the Cvltural Charter for Afrioca as

well as in the Algiers Pan-African Cultural Manifesto;

Recalling the conolusions of the Intér—Governm@nﬁaLHConfefence on
Cultural Policies in Africa (Accra, 27 October - 6 November 1975);
Recalling the conclusicns of the 0AU Colloguium on African Development

beéﬁeéfé'for'the year 2000 (Monrovia, 12 - 16 February 1979);

Recalling the direciives and measures contalned in-the Declaration of
Commlﬁment of the OAU Heads of State and Government (Monrov1a, July 1979)

v

‘HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1l : Establishment of the Frand

An "Inter—African Gultural Fund", hereinafter referrod to as “the Fund",
shall be set up within the Organization of Afr;can.Unltym(OAU). '

Article 2 : Objectives

’ Thq_Fund'é,resourcesréhall be.dovoted to the sustenance and promotion

of cui%urdl studies and programmes in the following areas:

a) transcription, teaching and Promotion of the use of national
languages ‘with a view o making them stuitable for dissemination

of information as well as for scientific and technological development;
b) collection, preservation, use and dissemination of oral iradition;

o)} adaptation of school curricula to the development requirements and

national and African socio—cultural recalities;
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Article

3} study of the Similarities and differences bebween the cultures of
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PO P

d) promotion of cultural AOtivities, encoﬁragement of creative artists

e
RISE S -
- j‘ e

e)” pratectlon and encouragemcnt of creat1ve artists and cultural
propertmes, R ' ;

‘,ﬁ}ﬁ re—acqulsltlon of all African objects of art of 51gn1f10anﬁ value

in forelgn ‘s eums oui31do 1ndenendent Africa; i

- e

......

g) -construction of a musevm of ‘African Art&{:'”f“

h) development othqﬁtiﬁdéd research and the establishment of research

] centres.in the field of cultural activitiesy- .

1) modern sclentlflc research into tradltlonal medlclne and Afrlcan

Wy e N

pharma00poe1a.

Member States, and promote joint studigs 6q the origins of such
aspects of the cultures as languages, music, authropology, popular
culture and the like. ’ )

R o P

" 3 : Operations
R *?*nﬁzﬁrfa

4
, . S L P )
o re

The operatlons of the Fund may tuke the followlng forms:

a) intellectual and teohnlcal 3351stanoe,

’ .
N f - . I k3 .

b) various forms of financial assistance, 1nclud1ng lnvestmonts, loans,

subventlons award of fellowships and partlclpatlon in cultural

dctivities; ' : i} .

_-‘ T ,

and assistance to thé“éfeg%iqgggultgral;ggﬁ%vities among the people;

™

Fu

El - R - FAr .

c) +in general all other .forms of activities whlch 1he Board of Directors

may decm to be in line with the fundamental objeotives of the
" ‘opérationalkpolicies of the Fund. -

/
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2o . - BENEFICIARITS OF THE FUND = .. C i e

a) African mational and regional public institutions specifically
responsible for culitural promotion and development to which the
Fund could provide supplementary intellectual, financial or technical

-assistance; . . - T “ e S ) LA

b) African prlvate organizations whose objectives arc in llne with the
Fund's and whose activities contrlbute to the nromotlon of cultural

a0u1v1t1es and oreatlve arts; "

c) 'Individﬁais,‘éspecially African creative artists who may seek

asgistance from the Fund in these 'arcas;

d).. African private assoéiaé;ons.and individuals secking assistance
from the Fund shall firét of all submit their applications to the |
Governments of the countries where they have their Headquarters,
in the case of the a33001at10n, and to their countries of origin

in the case of 1nd1v1duals.

- 4t . _Resources

2,

A
P
L

" The resources of the Fund shall be constituted by :.

_a) assessed ocontributions in’kind or cash from OAU Member States;

r oL IS

b)' voluntary contributions in kind or oash from Governments, institﬂ%ibﬁé
of the United Nations System, public or private institutions,
‘national or international institutions, associations-.or. private. - R

individualss

o) interests from the Fund's resources.

,.The Fund may accept works or arts or royalities on copy-rights.

Rt
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e

3 Contributions from non-African funding soﬁrdeS} -as-“indicated .in Article

1, paragraph (b) and Artlcle 2; shall be sibmitted to the Board of Directols

of the Fund for approval. e BT ety L. A

“'d' 4 - - t‘ .1,T~ - r - \'.la T ‘..r;‘ . T : ¥ 4 © ~

“fie - - ‘THE resdurces of ‘the Fund shall be‘paid into .a-speoial .accoint maintained

by the OAU Secretary—General in accordance with the provisions -of the 04U

Flnanclal Rules.

w Tl -

.o A3 L Fomm
g “ (R
—

~
Pt

5. Contrlbuﬁlons to the Fund gnd other forms of a351stance may be made

only for purposges deflned by the Board of Dlrectors. " Contributidns meant for
oertaln programmes ‘or SDelelC progects may be accepted, on oondltlon that the
1mplementailon of the programmes or the proaects shall be approved by the Board
of Directors. Gontrlbutlons po the Fﬁnd shall be free from any polltlcal strings.

6+  'Thecosts for the operations of the Boa¥d of.Directors; the:Executive
Committee and any subs1d1ary body and thé 'expenses relating.to: the-staff, shall

be met from thé-reséurces of thé Fund. : . LR e

D R Tep g

R e

A . ‘Gomposition B
o A . e
1. . The Fund shall be admlnlstered by a Board of Dlrectors oompos»d of

flfteen members appointed by the OAU Secretary~General on $he ba81s of equitable
geographical and cultural represeniation. UNembers of the Board shall be
appointed in their’ Perdonal’ capacitics. S

2e, - Members of fhEiBbardroffDifeotorstshall be appointed for a four year
term and shall be re—eligible; but no member shall be re—elected: for more than
two consecutive ferms.

3. In the case of deaih or re51gna¢1on of a member, he may “be replaced

by the Secretary—General for the remaanlng perlod of his term, i acoordance *

with the provisions of paragraph 1 above.
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4f * The Scoretary-General or. the, substltuie 80 appOLnted by h1m, shall
partlclpatc in all meetings. of the- Board, the Execuilve Commlttee and all the

IR

subgidiary bodies established by -the Board wlthout votlng rlghts.'

5. Natural and Jur1d10al persons not members of the Board, whlch conurlbute
to the resources of the Funds, may take part in the mectings of the’ Board, ‘
w1thout votlnw rlghts. - ' '

6 The Board may invite representatives-of:inter—governmental and non-

governmental organizations to participate in its meetings as observers.

- A . 1

Be Functions
Te The Board of Directors- shall, accof@ingrto cqnq;tions esﬁablished by

the present constitution, enjoy a wide intellectual and functiénéi autgnomy '
within the 0AU.

8. ° ' The Board shall define the principles governing the activities of the

Fund, taking  into consideration the overall objectives of the OAU.

Qe In keeping with the objectives defined in Article 2 the Board shall
endeavour to encourage projects resultlng from.the implementation of new plans
and' methods, and measures which shall help promote research and experiments in
cultural and communications activities, wifh particular attention to- operations

which may produce multiple effeots. .
10. The Board shall decide on the utilisation of +thé resources of the Fund.

11. The Board shall take all measures it may deem fit for ‘the préparatidn
and implementation of the Fund's activiiy programme. o

12, The Board shall be consulted on the appointment of the Director of
the Pund.

13. The Board may establish subsidiary bodies ags it may deem nheoessary.
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14. The Seorctary-General may, as and when necessary, refer to the Exeoulive
Council, all matters-relating to the operations af the Funds In this case, and
if the Secretary-General requests, the Board shall refrain from féking any final -

action until the matter has been considercd by the appropriate body.

o

C. Procedure
15. e The Board shall meet in ordinary session once & year. It may .

however meet- in an extra-oralnary 595510n, if convoned by tho OAU Secrctary-

General or at the request of half of its’ menbers.;

16,  The Dircctor of the Fund shall participatc in the meetings of the ‘
Board, wi@hout voting rights and shall be in charge of the Board[s‘ﬁoore%oriat.

17. The Board shall adopt its own rules or procedure.

Article  6: ~ Excoutive Gommitiee

1. . The Board of Directors shall set up an Executive Board composed of the
Chairman of the Board and four members elected from among the members of the. . -

Board of.Direotoré.

2.  Asa general rule, the Executive Board shall meet twice a yeara
3 The Executive Board shall carry out duties assigned by the Board of-

Directors.

Article T2 Direotor

~

e The Director of tho Fund Shall be appointed by the QAU Seoretary—Genoral

after oonsultatlon with the Board of Dlroctors._

2e Tﬁe Direotor of‘the'Pund shall formulato proposals on measures to be
taken by the Board of Directors and cnsure the implémentation of the’ Board's

declSanSo
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3e The Director may establish contacts with international, regional or
national, state or private organizations, natural or juridical persons for the

1
implementation of the Fund's activities. !

A The Director shall endeavour to encourage voluntary contributions, or

all other forms of resources in accordance with the provisions of Article 4.

Article 8: * 8taff

1. The Director of the Fund, and the staff seconded to the Fund by the
Secretary-General shall be members of the 04U and shall be governed by the
provisions of the OAU Staff Rules and Regulations.

2 The Dircctor may recrult other staff members on temporary basis, and
in accordance with the appropriate OAU Rules and Regulations for the implement—

ation of specific activities of the Fund.

Article 9 Reports

" The OAU Sceretary—-General shall submit a report on the activities of
the Fund to each ordinary session of the Council of Ministers. The Report
shall also be prescnted to the natural or juridical persons contributihg to

the Pund.

Article 10 Pransitional Provisions

The Secretary-General of the OAU shall take all appropriate preparatory
measures for the launching of the Fufid and the setting up of the Board of
Directors. To this end, and until the Fund has adequate resources, the
Secretary-General shall meet the necessary cxpenses from the funds approved

by OAU Council of Ministers. “-of"-
QO LRE]
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