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· " m.1/1143 (XXXVII) 

REPORT OJ.i' THE SECRETARY-GE:N"ERAL ON 'i'li""E ESTP..BLISHMENT 

OJ.i' THE INTER-AFRICAN CULTURAL FUND 

I. ~ROUND 

/ . 
/ 

1. o.ne year ago 1 the_ .CounoiI -of Ministers, meeting in its 35-t;h Session in 

Freetown submitted for approval by the O.AU Assembly of Heads of State and 

Government the constitution establishing the Inter-African Cultural Fund within 

the O.AU ( vide Clv!/1055 (XXXV)). 

2,. It is to be recalled that the purpose of the Fund is to sustain and 

promote cultural studies and programmes with particular reference to: 

, 

a) transcription, teaching m1d promotion of the use of national 

languages so as to make them suitable for the diss'emination of 

information and development of science and te~hnology·; 

b) collection, preservation, use and dissemination of oral tradition; 

c) adaptation of school curr:i,cula to d.evelopme'.'t requirements and to 

the African national socio-economic realities; 

d) promotion of cultural act:i,vities. 1 enco~agement of creative artists 

,,·"·"and-assistance .to the crea,tive aci;iv:j.ties among the people; 

~~·. 
e) protection and. encouragement of creative artists and cultural . . . ,· 

properties; 
. ' 

f) repurchase of all Afri'oan object~' of art. of substantial ·v~ltle in ·' 

_forftign museums outside, independent Africa; 

g) construction of a museum of Afric'in ··arts; 
., ...... 

· .. 
• i. 

';, 
'·' 

~ 

•. 

i' ', j : .:· <-~ ' 

,·,· 
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h) development of permanent cultural research and establishment of 

African cultural centres; 

·i) modern scientific research into African traditional medicine and 

medicinal plants; 

j) study of the similarities and differences between oultUI'es of Member 

States, promotion of joint studies into the ?ri@;ines of such aspects 

of the cultures as languages, musio 1 anthropology, popular culture 
' 

and the like. 

1-:' 
T.he Recipients of the Fund. shall be: 

a) African nationai' and regional pubhh associations dealing· specially· 

with the promotion of cultural development. aiid .. to ·which the fund 

shall be an additional intellectual, financial and teohnicai resource; 

.b) Private African associations whose objectives conform to those of the . . - : ·- ·,. 
fund and whose aoti vi ties. contribute to the promotion of culture and 

the· creative arts; " 

c) Individuals who may wis):\ ,.to seek assistance from the fund -in the 

fields above 1 particularly in ··African creative arts; 

d) Private African associations and individuals seeking assistance 

from the flind shall first of all submit their applications to the 

Governments of 'the countries where they have their Headquarters in 

~he case of associations and 'to :the Governments of their countries 

of origin in the case of individuals, 

4. The Sotµ'ces of the.Fund shall be: 

a) AsGessed contributions in cash and kind· from OAU Member States; 

<.;:': 

b) Volunt~y contributions in Oa.E!f and in kind 'from Governments 1 

institutions of .the United N~tions system, public and private 

institutions 1 intorr,i.ational or national ins:J;i tut ions .. and asf>ociations 

or private individuals; 



... 

c) Interests aocruing to tho ... Filnd •s. resources • . . .,. 
I• .' 
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II. IMPLEl•iElJTATION OF THE Plill'"VIOUS RESOLUTIONS OF TIIB OAU COUNCIL OF EiiHSTERS 

5, At th.:i .end of tho Freetown Summit in July 1979 7 the OAU. General Secretariat 

circulated tho .constitution of the Inter-African Cultural Fund·to all Member 
•. ·- . .~ 

This in fact included the s¢r11e States. a1~0'.1dme11ts proposed b~ member States 'and .. 
of those made by delegations at the Corm:iission 1s meGting. · · ..... · 

6. The OAU Secretary-General . ini tiatod contacts with UNESCO 1 ADE and BADEA. 
·''; 

Tho outcome of. those initiatives is alroii.dy beifig f.olt as evidenced by 

the participation of the OAU General Secretariat in tho -4th S~·~~ioii' of tho 

Governing Board of the Inte.rnational Fund for tho Pro1potion of Culture (UNESCO) 

hold in Paris from 7 to 9 April 1981. '.P.he mGeting studied· tho possible/_ields 

of cooperation between tho .International Fund and the Inter-African Fund~· Such 

a' cooperation is at·· ·any rate, in keeping with the very cordial relations between 

the OAU and Ul:IGS.CO. ;. The OAU General Secretariat is happy j;o inform the Council 
N ' ' h ,, . ·-. 

of J.lini.sters 7 that at the April Sessl.on the Governing .Board of the International 

Fund granted a.i, amount of 15 1 000 US' Dollars in aid to ithe Inter-African Fund. 

Moreover, the deliberations of the Session loft no doubt about tho sincere 

interest that the international community talces. in Africa's initiatives to 

promote its culture. 

7. The ADB on its part responded on 9·June 1980 .to the OAU Secretary-General's 

ihitiative and proposed tha:t a joint, meeting be convened to look into the ways 

and means of getting the Inter-Afric~n Cultural Fund off tho ground. If such 
' ., . 

a meeting is convened before Jilne we shall report on the outcome to the Coru1oil 

of J:Iinisters. Other possible donors .could be involved in that meeting. 
; .... 

III. FUTURE AC~'IVITIES 

8. The time has come t9 shift to a more action-qricnted phase of activities• 

'rho General Secretariat thus intends to publish and extensively circulate a 
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broohure in the OAU working languagGs giving tho nGcossary- information on the 

Fund. 

9• In conformity with Artiole 10 dealing with transitional provisions of 

the constitution, the OAU SGcrotary-Genoral "shall take all appropriate preparatory 

measures for the launching of the Fund .. and tho setting up of the Board of 

DirGcto~s •. To this end, and until the Fu.~d·ha:d ad~quate rGsourcGs 1 the Secretary­

General shall mee't the necess.ar.y ~e:x:;.._:ienses from the funds approved' by OAU Council 

of Ministers." 

10, · To this end 1tho General Secretariat .pro.poses to the Council of' !H:nisters 

to take the following measures:-

/ 
' 

· 1) DGoido that the Inter-Af1'ican Cultural Fund shall be 'launched in . : ·.c; 

the coursG. of 1982 1 and rec.t-uest the OAU Socret~y:.:Oen'eral to ~ak~ 
necessary steps in that dirGetion; 

2) Appeal to Governments of Member States, institutions of tho United 

Nations systGm 1 public and pr.lvate bodies,. international and 

national associations.and individuals to contributG to thG financing 

of the. fund in consonanoo with·'Artiole ·4 of the Constitutiont 

3) Authorise ·,\;he OAU .Secretary-General to 'initiate the necessary 

contacts to that end1 

4) Request tho Advisory Committee on Administrative, Budgetary and 

Financial f.!atters to talce the necessary. measures a.s soon as possible 

to prpvide the fund with ad.equate financial resourcGs j · 
• 1 • . • 

5) Thank tho International l!'und for tho Promotion of Culture (uimsco} 
for its financial oontrHmt ion to the Gstablishtnont of tho Iritor­

African Cultural· Fund. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE FUND 
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.. . .. We, Heads· of ·state.·and Government of the Organizatio!f of African Unity 

(OAU).meeting in our Seventeenth Ordinary Session in FreetoV/111 Sierra-Leone 

from 1st to 4th July 19801 

Reoa~ling the objeotives set out in the Cultural Charter for Afrioa as 

well as in the Algiers Pan-African: Cultural Manifesto; 

Recalling the conclusions of· the Intq_r-Covernml'mtal Conference on 

Cultural Policies in.Africa (Accra, 27 October - 6 November 1975);. 

Recalling the conclusions of the OAU Colloquium on African Development 

Prospects.for the yea:r 2000 (Monrovia, 12 - 16 February 1979); 

Recalling the .dire.ctives and measures. contained in· the Decla:ration of 

Cornrni tment' of the DAU Heads· of ·st'at;e and Government. (lfon'l'ovi:a1 Jhly 1979). 
' .. :··., 

'.HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

.. A-.rt.-1-.· c;;.:l"'e'--__ 1 : Establishment of the Fund ~·· ··- . 

An "Int er-African Cultural Fund",_ hereinafter referred to as "the Fund" 1 

shall be set up within the Organization of African.Unity,.(OAU). ,. 

Article 2 Ob.iectives 

·The Fund's .resources shall be devoted to the sustenance and promotion 

of cultural studies and programmes in the following areas: 

a) transcriptic!f, teaching and ':Promotion of .the use of national 

" languages ·with a view t~ mo.king 'them. stuitable for dissemination 

of information as well a:s· for scientific and technological development j 

b) collection, preservation, use and dissemination-of oral tradition; 

o) adaptation of school curricula to the development requirements and 

national and African socio-cultural realities; 



I''" 
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• •I-··• 

promotion of cultural activities, encouragement of creative artists 

and assistanc.e among the people; 
' 

, .. ,. 

e) · .'ppaj;.,qti6.n and 'eric:Ourageme;nt of .. creative artists a:nd cultural 
. - ..... : .. -: . .-· . 

properties\' 
',. 

! .•• 
',, 

'., f) ..... , . '' .... , ., ··-·;. ,_. ' 

in forelgft'riiiiseUl)ls o,utside independent ·Africa; 

re-acquisition of all African objects of art ·ol' signifioant,.y;:i.lue .... 
r . ,. . . 'I :1;~J) 

.:; 

·.:. 

g) .construction of a milseum of 'African llrti1·:. 
:· .:, 

h) 

' .. :. 

i) 

'' 

'j) 

I 

" ' ' '' 
i ' ' "" .. , ' 

deyelQpment of oont:iil.ued research and the establishment of research .... ·•. 
centres .in the field of cultural activities;:: 

'' ••. i 

modern s~ientific research into traditional medicine and African· 

· pharmacopoeia, '' ~-~ 

'(:.. . ::. 
study' of i;he 'similarities and differences between the ci;;.1 tures of 

Member States, and promote joint studiqs 011; the origins of such 

aspects of the cultures as languages, music, authropology 1 popular 

culture and the like, 

A~ticle ·" 3 Operations 
. 1.: .• 

,.,,, . ··.' 

The op~;~~~o~s of the Fund ~~~ te.ke the following forms: 
. ·:: .--. . '.. ;'· . 

a) intellectual and technical assistance; 
... ·~ ... 

b) · vario.wi,, for111s of finai;i?i<;t~ assistance, including investments 1 loans 1 

subventions award of fellowships and participation in oulttiral 

activities; 

c) · in general all other :forms of aoti vi ties which the Board of Directors 

may deem to .be in line with the fundamental objectives of the 

· ·operational policies cif the Fund •. 

I 

,.( 

r'' i . .:: .•. -~ 
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·, BENEFICIARIES OF THE FUND : ,: ' 
' ' ... 

a) African national and regional public institut_io?).S specifically 

responsible for cultural promotion and development to which the 

Fund could provide supplementary inte1lectual 1 financial or technical 

.assistance; ! .,·. , .. ·. . .. , 

b) African private organizations whose objectives arc in line with the 

Fund's and whose activities contribute to the oromotion of cultural .. . ... . . ~ •.. 
activi"j;ies a.nd_ creat·ive arts; 

c) "Individuals, especially African creative artists who may seek 

assist'ance from the Fund in these 'areas j' 

· · · ····· d), .. African private associations and individuals seeking assistance 

from the FUnd .shall first" of all submit their applications to the 

Governments of the countries where they have their H?adquarters 1 

in the case of the association, and to their countries of origin 

in the case of individuals. 

Article 4: ·~Resources 

l• The resources of the Fund shall be constituted by 

. '-

2. 

. a) asses"!ed, contributions in' kind or cash from OAU Member States; 

b )" voluntary contributions in kind or cash from Governments 1 insti tutiorlif 

of the United Nations System, public or private institutions, 

·national or international· institutions 1 associ_at_ions_ -or .. private -

individuals; 

c) interests from the Fund's resources • 

.. The Fund may accept works or arts .or royalities on copy-rights. 
-' ;.. - ~ 

' 

• 
·· .. ) .. , 

.-. ,:; ' 
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3. Contributions from non-African funding so_urces-, _-;;i.s-'Jndioated .in Article 

1 1 paragraph (b) and Article 2; shall be submitted_to the Board of Directors 

of the FUn.d for appr-ovail'; : :r..; 

- -..i. ·, ' .... ··. _, 

-'4; - - .. ·Tlie resources of- 'the· Ft.ind· shall be· paid into -a· speciial .account maintained 

by the OAU Secretary-General in accordance with the provisions ·of. the OAU 

Financial Rul~s • 
,-

_f1,· ~·-·- .. ·.· ,, "· 
' . '• _ .. ).. ' . ' . "." <" .. ·:. ; .... ; . i .,. ' ;. ' ' . . - - I' 1 1 f - • 

5. - Contribut:l9ns to the Fund a:na_- other -fornis of assi:stil.nce' Iiiey be made 

_oi:iy -~or purpo'sos defin~-j b; t.he Bqard of :6ir;citor's'; ., C;ntri'b°J:tcidns meant for 

certain• .programmes ·or sbeoific pr.oje_ots may be acqepted, OIJ- o_0nd:i,tion tl).at the 
•. • ~·:· - - • • . • - ··-· - • . ,_,__ • !. 

implementation of the programmes. 0;.· .,the pr.ejects shall be approved py the Beard 
. '· i " . ,, .. . - . ' . - ' . .J ~· • ' • ..;, - • 

of Directors. Contributions to the FUrid.shall be free from any _pol~:t;ical strings. - . -.. 
-~··· . 

6 • 'The· oos·fa rfor the operations of the Board cif-Direot'ors ! the;Jl:xecutive 

Committee and any subsidiary body and-,the ·expenses relati!lg ... to":tia\:?:'staff 1 shall 

be met -from the.-resources -~:r- the Fund. ·' .. , 
- . ,,-_ -

,.Article·- 5:. ·· ]oard of Directors 

·, ~1 .. - '~ " ' 

A. -·composition 
; ., 

1. 
: ~., ; :.-:"'! .·,, ' • I • . : ", ! : ' .: 

The Fund shall be administered by a Board iif Diri3ctors composed of 

fifteen memb_ers appointed by the OAU Secretary_.,.General. on the basis of'. equitable 
. . . '- . ". . . . . . . ',, "· '.• , 

geographical and cultural representation. Members of the Board shall be 

appoihtea.· in their' :Personal' capacities. , · . 

'• 

2.. Members of th'e. -Board •of-'Direotors• shall be appointed for. a four year 

term and shall be re-eligible; but no member shall be re-elected-. for more than 

two consecutive terms. 

3. In the case of death or resignation of a member, he may be replaced 
~ : • • .. ' .... •·'l 

by the Secretary-Ceneral for the remaining period of his term·, in aoccirdance '-' 

with the provisions of paragraph 1 above. 
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4.' · · The Sooretary-Goneral. or, tl:tE!; 13ubstit-qto. so a,I!point~~ by},i.m, shall 

participate in: all meetings. of i;'l).e Board, tho E_xe.c11~~ve. Committee and all the 

subsidiary bodies established by :-Ghe Board. without voting. rights. 
•• •' ._. r • . ~ .. .. . 

.· 

5· Natural and juridical persons not members of the Board, which contribute 

to tho resources of ~he Funds, may talrn part in the meetings of.the:·]~'~id, '· 

without voting right!3. . .. ~· 
''· 

. ···. 

6, The Board may invite representatives.'of,inter-goverm11ontal and non-

governmental organizations to participate in its meetings as observers. 

B. Functions 

' 

7 • The Board of Directors· shall 1 accotding .t.o ccmd,i tions established by 

the present constitution, enjoy a wide intellectual and functional autonomy 

within the OAU, 

8; The Board shall define the principles governing the. activities of tho 

Fund, talcing· into consideration the overall objectives of the OAU. 
•·. 

·9• In keeping with the objectives defined in Article 2 1 the Board shall 

endeavour ta· encourage projects resi.ilting from.the implementation of new plans 
• • •- r 

and· .methods 7 and measures which _shall help promote research and experiments in 

cultural and communications activities, with particular attention· to· operations 

which may produce multiple effects. 

10. The Board shall decide on the utilisation of thi.° resources' of the _Fund. 

11, The Board shall take all measures it may deem fit. for the preparation 

and implementation of the Fund's activity programme. 

12. The Board shall be consulted on the appointment of the Director of 

the Fund. 

13. The Board may establish subsidiary bodies as it may deem necessary. 
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14. .The Seorotary-General.: may 1 .as and when nooessary 1 refer to ~he Exequtivo 

Council 1 all matters·relating to the ~perations Qf the Fund, In this oase 1 and 

~f the Secretary-General requests 1 tho Board shall refrain from taking any fina+ · 

aotion until the ·matter has been considered by the appropriate body. 

' , 
C. Procedure 

15. The :Board shall meet in orclinary session onoe a year. It _may . 

however meet· in ·an .extra-ordinary session, i.f convene.d by the OAU Seoretary­

General or at the request of half of ·its· memb~rs., 

16. ',\'he Director of the Fund shall participate in the meetings of the 

Board, without voting rights and shall be in charge of the Board'Jl Secretariat. 
•... . ... 

17. The Board shall adopt its own rules or procedure. 
.. ·, 

Article 6: Executive Committee 

l. The Board of Directors shall set up ·an Exe·cutivq Board composed. of the 

Chairman of the Board and four members elected from. among the members o·f ·the .• ~· · 

Board of .Directors. 

2. As a general rule 1 the Executivo Board shq.11 meet twice a year. 

3, The Executive Board shall carry out duties assi~ned by the Board of· 

Directors .• 

' 
Article 7: ;Qireotor 

1. The Director of .tho Fund shail bo appointed by tho OAU Secretary-General 

after consultation with the Board of ,.Directors• .. 

2. Tho Director of the Fund shall formulate proposals on measures to be ., .... 

• taken by the Board of Directors and ensure the implemen'tation of the· Board 1 s 

decisions. 

~I . 

• 



3. The Director may establish cont<;Lcts with 

national, state or private organizations 1 natural 
I 

implementation of the F'und 1s activities.,·; 
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international, regional or 

or juridical persons for the 

4, The Director shall endeavour to encourage voluntary contributions 1 or 

all other forms of resources in accordance with tho provisions of Article 4, 
' 

Article 8: 

1. The Director of the Fund 1 and tho staff seconded to the Fund by the 

Secretary-General shall be members of the ·OAU and shall be governed by the 

provisions of the OAU Staff Rules and Regulations, 

2, The Director may recruit other staff members on temporary basis 1 and 

in aoocrdance with the appropriate OAU Rules and Regulations for the implement­

ation of specific activities of the Fund, 

Article 9: Reports 

The OAU Secretary-General shall submit a report on the activities of 

the Fund to eaoh ordinary session of tho Council of Ministers, The Report 

shall also be presented to the natural or juridical persons con-tributing to 

the Fund. 

Article 10: Transitional Provis~ 

Tho Secretary-General of the OAU shall take all appropriate preparatory 

measures for the launching of the Fui\.d and the setting up of the Board of 

Directors. To this end, arid until the Fund has adequate resources, the 

Secretary-General shall meet the necessary expenses from the funds approved 

by OAU Council of !llinisters. 
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