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The Third African Telecommunications 

Administration Confere~ 

Noto by the ,Secreta.ry-Genera.l 

' '·· 

. ' 

1. The S~cond Extra-ordinary Session of the OAU Assembly of Heads, of State: , · 

a.nd Government on adopting the Lagos Plan ·of Action and the Final Act of Lagos--'· 
' in April, 19801 endorsed the Unit~d Na.ti~µs Transport a.nd Communications Decade' 

programme .for Africa. a.s a.n integral pa.rt of the Plan of Action in which'a.ppro­

pria.te emphasis wa.s accorded to the .communications sector, pa.rticUla.rly' telecom- -:>. 
nrunica.tions r a.s a. crucial factor in achieving the objectives of the' Final Act of 

aiming a.t the establishment of. an African Economic Community by the year Lagos 

2000. 

tions 

The major preoccupation of the .Lagos Plan of Aotion in the area. of coriununic'a.­

is the impiementa.tion of the Pa.n African Telecommunication Network (PilNAFTEL')· · 

which eµta.ils the interconnection of national liks into a; ":'egiona.l fr=ework ' 

which will oontribute substantially in enhancing intra.-Africmi trade a.nd· ovehill 
"-

econo~ic co-ope:ra.tion. 

2. 1 The OAU· C.ouncil of Ministers a.t its ,Thirty~fifth Ordinary SCssion1 'after 
., 

due considora.t:j,on pf ·.the. Report of the PilNAFTEL Co-ordinating Commi tteo (document 

m1/1069 (XXXV)) adopted Re.solution CM/Res .802 (XXXV) accepting the invi ta.tion of 

the.government of the Republic of Liberia. to host tho Third Africmi.Telecommuii.ica- ·· 

tions 1ldministra.tions Conference which was jointly organized by OAU, ITU1 PATU1 

ECA a.nd ADB mid met from 8 to ·19 December, 1981. 

Tho ma.in pbjoctives. of tl:le Cpnferonce wore to: 

(a.) r0view tho progress' made on the implomenta.tion'o:f the 

PilNAFTEL n0twork 
·'· ~· ~ 

(b) review of tho progress of th0. on-going act~ vi ties of 

the First Phase of the communications sector progra.mm0s 
! :::· -.' 

of the Uni tad Nations Transport and Communications Decade 

in Africa; mid 

(c) define objectives, targets, and.strategies for the development 

of telecommunications during the Second Phase of the De ca.do 1 

1984 - 1988. 

·.,. 

-.- .. 
, -·., .:'.l 

,_,, 
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3. Member States of the Organization of African Unity have cxpondod a 

oonsiderablo amount of ·investment in tho development of tolooommunications as 

part of tho scheme to implomqi1t · .. tho ,Pan .Mtic.ro1 TclGcomm~ic'atfon Notwo:r.'ks. 

Jlospi to all those efforts I there arc. oortaill high--Oapb.o:i:ty routes ood entire 

networks which do "not operate ~a'tisfaotor:Lly ii.i.1d ii1 whi"ch" tho oiroui t availability 

remains lowest, These are problems w)lioh impede tho g:r.'owth Q.11d oxpoosion of 
- • • .. f. ', I·., I•~• ,_. ' "'.,: '. .,, .~ ; 

tclecommunication I'acili tics ·ood prevent tho officiont·"m5.nagement· rii'1il" operations 
.. ·- - • . ..... ·. ' -!·- . ..,{.·.: ,·, .,~,.) 

of installed, plants •. :·There is therefore "tho .nood to aooord··maiirimrh attCiition 
'" •> • • • - - ' '. ,., ' --

to maintonance.:and operational problorris partioulurly::Ln sookinf solU:Horts on-a 

oollootivo basis when the( entire '.]:otwork fo'lfir1ali.; "intq_gratGd iil·io a r~:iionai 
scheme. 

·-,,. 

·· . .-·· ;·.1 "' 
· .. • .. -

• .. 
. , - . . . r· . : , . 

4, · It .is. quite.: interesting,· to·· rioto that ·6.t 'tho· Third·"·Afrio= "Teleoorriimrrimionr-

·tiims' Conferonoo; Telooommuriioations Mmiriistrato"rs, who ;are'·the impl"E.monto~s of . .­

the· PANilFTEL links·, addressed themselveri seriously t,c this problem, ·,:;11d ,decided· 

to adopt· _measures ·1eading tp the· effioiont managc>ment· ·m1d nperatfon of· nationhl 

=d _inter.,.oountry links, To. thi:s end there wore ··e"sta;blished ._four· sub:..regionp.l 

working groups for the Northori1, Wostern 1 Eastern and Sou,therrr 'ro1.d: "Central su~·, .,,c' 

21egions, whoso tGrm;s of roforonoo consist, among ·others, tho finding of solutions 

to the: VOfi.ed technical :difficulties: oxperionoed::.by ·bhe PJ\NJWTEL links. 

'. 

' .. ;. 

5. ~Tho. maintenance and ·efficient operation of the PJ\N.fili'I'E:L network is doubt-' 

less,a complex is.sue =d inter-governmental =d international org=izations concorh-
•• I ' 

od in tho field of teloo·ommunications. a.re increasingly addressing themselves to'· 
. :: . ' i\ j 

devising measures to solve those problems • .- 'l'll;c· Pan .Africro1. Tolecornmunioati6n' 

Union (PATU), an OAU Specialized Agonoy in tho field of Toleoommm:ioations that 

was establitJhod in 1977, is exerting tremendous offort·in ·assisting membo'.t­

telecommunioations administrations to alloViato tho -problem of -rIK>inten=oe '=d -· . ' . - ' '. . •. ·- -· -

other operat~onal diffioiµ tioso In 8cptcrnbor 1 l98C, PATU :orgnnizod a •seminm• 

on professional training, mainten=oo =d inter-state co-operation in tole-:-
-- ' : . • . ' • ' - ' ,, ;'() • , :_ •. ·.. ._', • ' - ' . t' • .' ·.,:.. \ . 

communications as a· mci=s '·~f promoting the aware11os,3 ro1d _undors.tanding of the 
p ........ .,,..,, ••.• " ••• a·. .). '·' "•·.:o·. ·: ·:·: •. -~~ .,··;· •. ·" .-_ ... ; . 

gravity of tho s"ituat":ton ·=a: thereby soliqi ting, tho attontio.i+. of tele,communioa-
,, ·_: __ .~ ... :·:·:)3 :r~ . . .: .:· . -, -~; ·.· . .t r·: . "' : · .. •· , .. . J) ,_ -~. • ••• 

tions administrations to neck solution3 to tho probl~msD 
.;-~' :-i::: 

- \ - . -' ·- . - - ~-

> .• ,'' 
·.~.) ,; ! ... : \ .. 1 
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6 •· Also 1 The Third African Telocommunico.tions Conference mo.do o. recommenda,-

t-ion (i.e. Reco~cmd;tion No. lJ- on .So.telli to C~mmunico.tio;1s.) noting the vo.st 

possibilities offered by Satellite Communications end tho Technical facilities 

they. can provide. m:n~7vor 1 tho duplicity ·of efforts by- various African ·inter-' 

governmental o.nd interna'Gional orgnni Z.ations in Undertaking feaoi bili ty studies 

on the proposed Africo.n Regional So.telli te Communication System wo.s seen o.s an 
1 

. ··_\_. .., 
impediment to tho insto.llation.of o.n efficient system o.nd more so o. wo.ote of 

- technical and. fino.ncial resources.-, The recommendation went further to·· state that 

'11;1. proposed and on-going project s-f;11dies ·should be hiirnionised and, int~gro.ted 
i~to o. single project o.nd tho Conference requested tho Socretn.ry-:aenoral of tho 

OAU in co-operation with tho Socret<Fy-GcnerD.l of PATU to take actions pertinent 

to the harmonization and·intogratioh"of tho various studios on'tho pioposed Africo.n 

Regional Sate.Hite Communio11tions System,· ~-· ' ~ I 

7. In' .:i.ccorda.tice with tho above recommond11tion 1 tho General Secretari11t ·of 

tho __ pAU convened· o. special meeting of tho inter-agency commi ttoe on so.telli to 

communications under tho Chll.irmo.nship of the· OAU Assiotant Socroto.ry-'Gcneral in­

chai;ge of Economic DovclopmCnt. _Qlld Qo·~poration with the po..rticipatiofl 'of PATU1 ·' ·· 

ITU1 ECA1 UNESCO o.nd URTNA. 

··-

8, :This meeting ·took- place on 16 March, 1981 iil1d mo.de 11 recoinmondation in. 

D. form of _o. draft resolution to tho' S~cond Conference' of Mric~<-~!:Lhisters. Of .. , 

Tro.nsport 1 · Communications mi<J. Plo.nning which ':19-'.3. o.9-optod. In" th~ resolution, 

tho Ministers requested PATU1 ITU1 ECA and OAU to jointly organize an inter­

governmonto.l exports meeting to examine the harmonized and integrated study oh 

the proposed African Regional S11telli te Corrm1unic11tions System o.nd tho results. 

of any prelimino.ry _studios on such a sybtom that mn,y hav~ been undertaken. The 

General Sooroto.rio.te will exert mo.ximnm efforts in this direction-and submit o. . ·~ . . . ' 

comprehoncive report -on, tho sto.tuo of.-tho project to tho Thirty-ninth. ·Ordinary ..... -.. 
Se::;sion of the. Co~cil of Ministers.· 

The rccommonda.tions of the Third Af'rioa.n Telocommunications lldministra--· . 
tions Conference which require the attention and consideration of tho OAU Council 

of Ministers arc as follows:-
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i) Recommendation No. 6: · "' Financing of Telecomiriunicati:on Investment 

The Conference examined the difficulties faced by Telecommunications . ~ ' . 

Adminis-frii:tions in .securing finance for tho. development o.f Telec.ommunications 
' 

infrastructural ;facilities. 

Tho allocation of domestic financial resources for .n~tional telecommunica­

tion project is found not to b~ commens\ll'ato with t~e requirement of teloeomrnunicu­

tions ·ndministrations and this is a factor that impedes tho completion of nati~nal 
·' - . 

links which further jeopaz:dizes the inter-connection of. inter-country links. 

Conco,;isional funfl.s from dcvci1,o~o\i no,t.i.onfl to.-. f.inancc tclocommimi·cations 

projects in .African countries is cl.so doc;I.ining. at an',increasing rate .. duo to tho· 

soc'ial undertones of the projects. This load~ to = ovcirrolianco on private 

finanoio,l markets for lc;ms which. usually carry a high rate of .inforost ·and . .. . . ,. ' ·. 
dependent on. the classical cri tori on of financial pr6fi tabili:ty which makes . ._,., . . - -

financing of :telecommunications. projects not attr~tive to iµtornational financ-. - . -·-, : ' 

ing institutions. 
- . ' - -·-·' : - - ' . -. 

... ·-· 
Tho recommendation seeks to draw the attention of Member States t.o the 

fin;-;noial diffipul:ties and appeals to ,!?overnments to. ~ncre~se finqncia:l.. allooa- , .. 

ticn .. to telooommunica.tions projects. The Conference also urges international - . ~ . - . ... . . -
finanoi~g i~st~tutions to.co~~ider telocoil)lllU11ications ,Projects. tn·o,11 it~,e~onontj.o, 

social and financial aspects when appraising project documents.of .(tfric011. Telecom-. . - . . . \ . . ' - - . . . (• . 

munic3.tion Administrations •... , ·u 

·ii) ... Recommendation No. 12: · 
' ' . " 

: Rural .Telecommunications · 

' '· Development ··in African countries have ~aid increased emphasis' on· urban 

areas neglecting the rural sector whore about 8afo of the continent's population -. . 

live. One of tho basic infrastructural requirements for a: oross-soctonal deve­

lopment programme integrating the rural sector into tho main stream of tho money 

sector•of African econoniies ·:i:~ telecommunications. 

' . 
"•: ·-: ., ' . 
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This recommendation of the Conference therefore emphasizes the need for 

Member States to give top priority to the expansion of telecommunications facili­

ties to rural areas thereby increasing their attractiveness as locations for 

industrial projects and the development of technological awareness among rural 

communities as they constitute the bulk of indigenous technological potential, 

iii) Recommendation No, 13: Satellite Communications 

The economic, commercial and political interest that has manifested itself 

in the proposed African Regional Satellite Communications System both within and 

without the African continent have led to duplication of efforts by various 

Af'rioa.n inter-governmental and international organizations in undertaking various 

feasibility studies on the same system with financial and technical assistance 

from a number oi' developed nations. 

The Conference recognized that the dupliotty of efforts will lead to a 

waste of Africa's meagre financial and technical resources at a tirre when Africa 

needs these resources most to implement the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final 

Act of Lagos, The recommendation therefore calls upon the OAU to take its appro­

priate stand in harmonizing and integrating all proposed and on-going project 

studies into a single project, 

The General Secretariat will exert maximum effort to ensure the imple­

mentation of this recommendation and resolution adopted by the Second Conference 

of .African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning on the same subject. 
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A. ORGJINIZJtTION AND ATT.E:N.D1i.NCE 

' l. The Conference was formally opened by His Ex:cellency 1 rilaster Sergeant 

Samuel K. Doe, Head of State of the Republic of Liberia, and Chairman of the 

Peoples• Redemption Counoil (PRC). 

Il.1·his opening statement, the Chairman of the PRC welcomed the delegates 

and other part1cipants to Liberia on behalf of the people of the Republic of 

Liberia. He st:ated that ··former ·colonial adtriinistrations in African countries had 

established a col1llmillications systein ·geared 'i61'."~ds their own needs a."ld require­

ments and it was time for tli.e Africru1. Tele~~rill;iuri6~tion Administrations to endea­

vour to establish a system that is adaptable to Africru1 needs and environment in 

pursuance of"continent'ai 'ifui. ty. , •. r.' -.. 
;•, 

. . -· " .:. ~ .. · . 

2. . In his:·'.stat(imerit, !<Ir~ Paul Etiaag 1 tne. 11.S~istant .Secretfil.y-~1~eral of 

the 
. . : : ' ,., ) . ~-

OAU' in charge of- Econcitnic Development· ru1d Co-operation, thanked the .. Head of 

State of Liberia,·-· Master· Sergeant Samuel K, Doe for honouring the Confei·ence by 

his presence at the opening ceremony, He recalled that Telecommwiications had 

. been given high· priority~ by the OAU in the 'drawing up of the Lagos -Plan of Action· 

.by specifically endorsing-~the' principal goals of the otrategy of the Uni tad 

Nations Transport and Commllnic~tions Decade for Africa. He urged the delegates 
\-. 

··to· scruplously follow and implement the Lagos Plan of Action and DAU Resolutions 
,. . ' 

· perta±nii1g to. teleeommunioations. He went on to express . t.tJe s,atis;f'!<c:!i..i?!1 of the 

OAU Ei:t the progress that had been achieved in the implementation of the .pilJlfAFTEL ... . •: ' - .. 
projects i11 the face of a number of problems, mainly financial an<'!- po],j.tical. 

He· noted· that financial support which had been expected from the.developed 

.. countries had not been forthcoming and called upon Africa's friends to .grant aid 

and loans for developm<mt of telecommunications infrastructural facilities on 

concessionary tiirms. He also noted that politica.l conflicts can be amicably 

resolved t~ough the establishment of communications links ru1d urged all tele­

coinffiimicatfons administf.ations to establish communications links. to trouble spots • 

. ,_ 
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3. The Assistant Secretary-General expressed the OAU 1s deep concern over 

the deplorable state of many of the installed PANllFTEL links because of lack of 

ad.equate maintenance and emphasised that the greatest attention should be attaehed 

to manageme.nt, maintenance and operations of the link. He commended the' assis­

tance given by ITU, PATU and UNDP to Telecommunications Administration on the 

continent towards the solving of this important problem. He then mentioned the 

important role which satellite communication could pla;v as a complement to the 

PANAFTEL network as well as in extending communication facilities to the rural 

and remote areas and called upon all those present to co-ordinate their effort 
' ' 

in this 

Station 

field. He also regretted the lack of co-ordination among Afr:i:ca.n Earth 

operators and appealed to them to ·li~~oiri'.~e tl~e~; ~;~rations, with a 

view to improving intra-African communications. 
.·:.:•· 

4. The Assistant ·secretary-Genera.i officially informed the meeting of the 

formation of the Pan .African Telecommunication Union (PATU) in December, 197f 
and introduced its Chief Executive to the Conference. He called upon Member' 

States to give their full support, both financial and technical to PATU to enable 

the Union to achieve its objectives as set out .in its Convention.· 

The Secretary-Ge~~ral of the International. Telecommunications Uriion (ITU) 

in his. address, thanked ·the Head of State of Liberia most sincerely for· presiding 

over the opening ceremony and. cxpres.sed his gratitude to the Liberia.n:'gb'-liernment 

and the Liberian Telecommunications Administration for making such splendid facili­

ties available to delegates and the immense ~o-operation extended to the'Pi\NllFTEL 

Co-ordinating Committee which organized the Conference. He stated that the 

implementation of a gigantic network s.ich as the PANllFTEL network require'd the . 

. co-operation of a number of organizations and governments. In this connection, 

he was-happy that A:f'ricar~ Governments individually and. oolleotively through the 

Organization of African Unity and other international organizations suoh as UNDP, 

ADB1 BJIDEA, had given the necessary support for the. implementation· of the ·project. 

6. He recalfod the request by. the Second .African Telecommunica.tio?f ·· 

Jldministration Conference to ITU for an increase in the number of ITU Regional 

Advisers in Africa and was happy to announce that this has been .. done with ··· 
.·c. 

financial assistance from llfDP.' He stated that the .ill)porta.nt role pla,yed by the 

Regional Advisers in providing assistance for fornmlating _plans and projects, 

·.L . -. ·: 
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assessing and identifying over:all requirements of external assistance had proved 

invaluable to the implement a.ti on· of the P ANAt"TEL network. The Second Conference 

also called for the intensification of training on the continent and while con­

siderable progress had been achieved with the esteblishment of basic level train­

ing in most countries of the continent and regional' middle· level training in 

Ea.stern and. We_stern Africa, a lot still would have to be done and to. this end1he 

called on the support of the .Administrations present. In conclusion 1 . he _said 

'that in the past, administrations had concentrated their efforts on the provision 

and expansion of their network. However 1 tho time was opportunte for consider-
. . 

. able a.-~teiition to be pa.id to ma.int~nance and operation -·~f t'he expanded _not work, 
• .. . ' • - • c • • ' - - -·. • - .• j • ' ' ::." .. ·- -; --; -~··: 

·-This was necessary not only for the efficient utiliz<ltion of' the facilities 

installed but to ob'tdl.ri :fiho full b~i1ef'i t~'\,i th~ ini.rest;n~~{ ~;p.ci,; and also to 

maii1tain. publib confideiice in tl1e public tci1ecolruri~.ic2.ti6~~; n~t'work of Africa • 
. ,.- -. ·T: I' __ · . -~ ~;, ~-~ ···-~ 

~ . ' "'"'' - i. 

7. The Chairman of' the Conference 1 

Post.' and Tolecommunications of the Republic 

l4onr6Via 8..id stressed the importanbe · ~f the 

Colonel Emrna.nuol Twegby 1 Vlini at er of 

of Liberia1 welcomed the delogi).tes to 
, ~•r . : . . • - • .i...J. 
Corif'eronce in relation ·to ·the P;llifllF'I'EL 

,.,. ~ ~ : 

project and the United H2.tions Transport ai1d Cor:um.n1ic2.tions Decade in Africa •. He 

stressed the urg§nt nqed to· deco:).onise telecommuniC?atio1is, iii Africa. by ensuring 

that_ Inter-:-.Africai1 communications would not, pa.Ss thrGUgh ·triIDsi t centres outside 

.Africa. and appealed to all administrations to a.ttc.ch groat <importance to manpower 

training ai1d research at all levela which he conaidered would creo.tly affect the 

tren.d Qf .tGlqcommunications developmdnt in Africa.. 
• <· 

; r ' - ' 

a. ;: ,The ECA reprosonta.tive articula:ted the role of·'communications;· espe-

cia.lly telecommunications in tho social and economic dove'iopmental effort of a 

country. He went on to explain the aims ai1d objectives "~i-~hG Uni tad Nations 

Transport a..'ld Communications Decade in- Africa and clearly stated the role of' ECJl 

as the lead agency._ He saicl ECJl woulcf require accurate D.nd up to de.to information 

on on-going projects and appealed to d'olega.tes to endeavour to furnish the ECJl 

with all the necessary information, 

The Secreta.ry-Genora.l of PATU Mr. i\T=dou Bobo "Camara exprossed •. his 

sincere gratitude to tho Government of Li bori::i. for hosting the Conference. He 

recalled th'it. it was the Second African Telecommunico..tions Confor;mce. in .Kinshasa 
• '·.I. ....... _ ......... 

which took the decision to establish PATU ai1d was therefore particularly happy 
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to. have addressed th[' meeting. .He ;l'ecounted the efforts which were being made 

... by the young Union towards solving the many problems c911fronting .ll:frican Tele­

.communications and stated that PATU would do_,Hs utmost to live up to the idea.ls 

which led to its establishment and appealed to all Member States to give PATU .. 
. th~ necessary f~nancial 1 political and material support. He also urged all' 

Member S~ates of OAU which were not members of PATU to join it, for in uni ti1he 

si3.id 1 they .would collectively overcome Africa •s telecommunications problems• 

10. The Conference was attended by Teleconununications .Administrations of 

Thirty-four Member. States: Algeria, Angola,: Benin, Botswana, Buri.indi; Cameroon, 

Central African Republic, Congo, Egypt (Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Ivory 

.Coast,, Kenya, Libya,. Liberia, Mali 1 Morooco 1 Jllauritius 1 .Niger, ·Niger:j.a1 Senegal 1 

Sierra Leone 1 Sudan, Swaziland,. Tanzania, Togo 1 Tunisia, Upper Vol ta1 Zaire 1 

Zambia; Zimbabwe. 

. 11. The following countries/organizations attended the Conference as 

observer: .. 

ECOWAS 1 !llano J;liver Union, URTNA1 World Ban, Arab Telecommunications . ' ·- .. . ,, 
', .. Union, Bra.xil, Frq,i1oe 1 Japrui 1' Unit~d <i'tat'os of 'America, CanacJ,a, .,. 

Italy1 UNDP1 UAPT 1 PANA. 
' ' 

12. The Conference unaimously eiected" Colbnel Emi\;~uel Twegby 1 'Honourable 

lllinister of Posts and Teleconununications of the Republic of Liberia as Chair~ei.n. 

· other lfombers of the Bureau of the Conference were elected as follows : 

'·ii .. ' 

Bo 

1st Vice-Chairman 

2nd 

3rd 

:J.th 

" 
11 

. " 
.. Rapporteur 

i! 

n.·· 

" 
: .. 

'' 

Swaziland 

Co11go 

Guinea· 

Tunisia 

Tho .Conference . <;ldopj;od .. the following .Agenda and procedure of.: 

discussions: ,;'. J. ,,., 



• 

··.· . 

.. 
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(i) -Review of the P11t-ii.11FTEL Network whioh 'mtailed "The.Progress 

Report q~ the PilNAFTED Project; Financial; Technic~l; and 

Activities of Regional and Sub-Regional Bodies in,Tqlocom-. -' 

munications Development and Co-ordinat:l.on'' • 

_ (ii) Uni tod Nations Transport and Communications ~o§l!ie in, 

;lfricao 

(iii) World Comnnmioations Year 

· c~mliiittee 1 A• 

. (iv) Role of Tolocommimications in Economic and Social De~lop­

".: ment which Comprised of: National· Planning and Communica­

tions Polioy; :pevelopment Polioy; Development of Urban 
''· ;· 

and 'Rural NGtworks; Satelli to Commu."lications iii Relation 

to Integrated Commun:i,gations in 1\frioa. 

Committee 1B1 

, · .. ( v) . 11'.aintenance of the P ilN.llFT.IDL Network Comprising of: Operation ..... ; ,._, .. . . 

.. ~ ... • . 
. of the Plll'J.1\FTEL Network; Routing; Trej,ffio; Accounting; New 

Services to be Introduoed (i.e. data'trazi'.suiission and 

teleconference e.tc.); the Impaot of Digital Techniques on 

:tJ:ie PilN.llFTEL Network. 

Committee re_• 

(vi) Staff Training. 

Committee 1D1 

(;f{-i) · Development of Broadcasting Systems 

(viii) Development of Infrastructure· Necessary for'· National 

ood International Broadcasting Including Television. 
' 

other Ma;~ 

(ix) Date and Venue of the next- meeting 

( x) Closure of tho Conference•. 

'' ., 
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- 14. 'I'he Conference decided to conduct its business in ·Plenary,_ Committee's 

and. working groups and consequently created 4 committees· and 4 sub-regional work­

ing groups·:. Officers for the 4 committees were elected by the plenary while 

officers for the working 
. . . ! ~ ... 
regional iiorkirig group. 

follows : · 

Committee 1A1 • 

Committo 'B' 

'" 

Ohair man 

Rapporteur 

Ohair man 

Rapporteur 

Committee 10 1 

Chairman 

Rar:;iorteur 

, ... I-. 

Committee· 'D'' 

... 
Chairman 

Rapporteur 

groups were elected by member countries of each sub­

'I'he Committees and their elected officers were as 

·· Pla.'Uling and Network 

Onmeroon 

Nigeria. 

Maintenance and Operation 

,Ethiopia 

,.Botswana 

Training 

Ghana 

Mauritius 

Bi:io_adoasting 

E,,"YPt 

Senegal 

'I'he sub-regional Working Groups were as ~ollows: , 

· Northern Sub-Regional Working GrouP, 

· ·Chairmai~ · 

Rapporteur 
-

... 
-~ '.. ·. 

Western Sub-Regional Working Group 
.. _··:.-.- --L." .. 

.. J'. 

··p.~--- ... .l 

Chairman 

·Rapporteur 

r· 

Algeria 

Benin 

Togo 

·. ,_ 

.. r 
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Easter~ Southern Sub,..:Regional Working Group 
.. 

Chairman 

Rapporteur 

Tanzania 

Kenya 

. Central S~R_~gional Working Group 

15·· .· 

Congo 
J 

Chairman 

Rapporteur Central African Rep~blic 

:i;. Report of t...~ P:L~nary 
·:.' 

;.;j., 

: .~·· .. 
'·'···; . .r: 

(a) Review· of the- P.llN.llFTEL Ne.twork: :· :::· <•: · , 1 . 

,. . , - " ,." ;· . • • ,· , _. ,
1 

J...;·, ·.'_,•,f."., "fi.C1 .. ' · • . ~ .. 
A pal)er -was :;i_rescintod by. -ITU .1'1hicn' gave •a.:bJ:<i7:f' account of tho pro-· 

gress made in "the' implem~·nt'ation ·of. the PiJr!ui°TEL n~twci!'k;• .: . The 'network had expand-. . . ·~ 

ed from 2000 km iri 1970 to 40 1000 km .in 1980, · ·1-IOi·lovoI? 1 a_:rtumber' of 1'outes had 

been ~d\'J11tiffod but .. not. yet surveyed whilo 'others' had .:.be.en surveyed. bi.rG could not 
. • •• ' .. . r· • 

be implemente'ii.' due 'to lack of funds; '.!'he strong p01i ti cal, technfoal· arn:l financial 

''support giv~n by•ECOW.AS 'to t11e implement~ti~n of tho network in We~t !Jfri~~· ~,j_~ 
singlcd:out as· wortpy of -~mtilation. aiod it wns' hoped the:t th~· Economic. Groui;iiii~ 

'./ .}_'; -'- .'· ... -·. . .• . :.,_· .(' ··- "~.- • '.... . .. :. _; .•• ;"jr<' 

just· establi.sli-Od · i·n Southern··.l\frica would gi vo the same· impetiis"· to . ti,.e _!'\ov'~loP.-.. 
··. ~ '[, 

-ment of the network in tha·b region, ·-
• ~ ~ ::~ '."" ,.·_.J ij- ., ' 

16.- .. ·,. ····:.':'('he PATU representative also gav0 an account' of tho imtolvement"of · 

his org·anizat~;~-,~~;"·j;\18 implomentation of the PJiN.llFT.EL Network which has'·'c~n­
ceri.~rat_!'d mainly 01:i :the aspects of co.::.O:rdination of cross boarder links. He 

enumerated the difficul tics an'.c'ountered in cross border'' links.· and stressed the 
\; . 

need. f.cir careful planning of these links and appea.lcd ·to telecommunications adminis-

trations to co.-operate fully in the pl-arming and maintenance of crossb0rq:o:r links 
- .:.. . 

including tho easing of .customs and immigration formalities in order to. faoili to.to 

tho movement of men and goods with the minimum of delay, 

The ensuing discussions shewed the dqtermination of Telecommunications 

· Administration prcsen·h to harmo'1iso and co-ordinate tlrnir plans for both imple-

menta·bion and mcinfonance of tho P.AN/lFTEL links, 
·· . .:.-

stressed the financial limi ta.tiOns imposed by tho fragile cco!1omies of _yhc:i,r 

~especti ve coi;u"1trics • Tl1e lrJorld ·:Barik- rcpros011tuti ve 1:-ei tcro.ted tl1e Brullc 1s role.._ 

.: '.,_ .. 
. ,- ~ _I ... 

. ~ ··~-, ' .. 
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as principal multilateral source of finance for development including development 

of telecommunications infrastructural facilities, He stated that the World Bank 

had so far provided nearly US$ 20 billion for the development of telecommunications 

in the developing world. The World Bank1 he continued 1 looked at the viability of 

the whole telecommunications sector and not. at individual project and would there­

for favourably consider loans :('or the expansion of telecommunications facilities 

to the rural areas of the telecommunications sector was profitable, He enumerated 

the ~onstraints which prevented the World Bank from :('inancing some telecommunic&o 

tions projects in the third world 1 which among others 1 were: (a.) lack of understand­

ing of the Bank's procedures for obtaining loans; (b) poor management (especially 

financial) of telecommunications orglll1izations (c.) lack of trained manpower and; 

(d) lack of attcmtion to maintenance, · The Conference requested the. _Wprld Bank to . - . .._. __ -. 

re-exami11e i:ts tradi tl.~nal criteria of project analysis when analy_sing tlecommunica­

tions projects of African countries ancl urged the R..'mk to.,.po.,operate with other 

i.nternational organization to .rcis0 the levsl of management 1 tr_aining and main­

tenance to a high enough level so that loans-granted to.the-administrations can 

be efficiently managed. The advantage of borrowing from multilateral institutions 
• ' • I • 

such as the W~rld funk and l\IIB is tho world wide competi vi te b;dding which results 

in lower prices as bidders try to outbid one another. This concept was welcomed 

by the Conference and urged the World Bank and. AllB to· organise joint seminars to 
«·'· .... - .- - :. . . • " . 

exple,in the rules and procedures. for obtaining loans from their respective 

-.institutions •. 

.;-: i: 

(b) United Nations Transport and Communications Docade -f:or Africa 

18. 
''.f·· . 

The Representative of ECA reviewed the progress made in tho implementa-
. \ - .. 

tion of the.first phase of the r::ccade programme and stated that one of the dif-

ficulties encountered by ECA in monitoring tho implementation of the r::ccade pro-
·.:.,'._;· 
· jocts is the lack of information from Mministrations and implementing agencies, 

He appealed to governments and African Inter-governpiental and international' 

organizations involved in the implementation of the Decade programme to rep'ort 
I' 

regularly to ECA on their activities, He also gave an account of the'efforts 

being made by ECA and the i.nter-agency ·co-ordinating committee to mobilize resources 

through the organization of technical consultative·committee meetings, He however 1 

stressed. 'the point •that most of the funds for national projects should be generated 

int'ernally from the countries own resources or through bi-lateral and multilateral 

arrangements. 

;,· 
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19. A paper introducE;>d by the ITU on this i tern hig·hlighted the poor pentration 

of tel~J?h~i1es. in- Af'ri·a"' ·o.i,d caf_:leci ui?o;i administrat:loris --fo make a ~etermined effort 

to meet the target set up in the Deoade programme which aims at. increasing- tele­

phor,e pentration f.rom 0.44 telephone per 100 people to one telephone per.100 
:, c ' . 

_p~ople. · -, 
" ' " .. 

(c.) 
' .:_., ·. .:·' 

World Communications Year: (1983) 

20. . The United Nations General ,Assembly _propo.S\'l?i if funding CD.<"1 be found, 
:: l .. ·. . ··-- :JJ.. .. - . - : -· ..... . : ..... . : --'~::...:·:: ':' -~ ::. •. • . ., 

to declare 1983 as"'\fcirlci 'dciiiiiffiinications Year during which attention will be drawn 

t 0 worl,d .. !J~de deve.lopm.ent .. of,commu..'1ications infrastruci:'lire nnd' seriously- i'eflect 

.;·· on;·tlle -ways and means-·of maximising their use 1 thus .helping to narroiFth~'-'gap 

Z ·' :·(\l.hat presently ~xisj;~ ),)etween the· devslo~i~g ~~d indust~~alized couritriesl- The 
~ '''"'"·:·._,_ ' -

. ;;· 

.\.ITU he.s been designaj;~d- o.s the lend o.gency with the,.responsibility for co-"ordinat-

ing the programme,of activities; 

-21. ' The ITU pressnt~Ji .Proposals on how to org:;mise the programme of aci:ivi ties. 

for· the Horld Cor.iraunic<:>tions Year. o.re on. three lavelsr:mo.mely.:· National ;Regional and 

.. ,World Wide and appealed .to Telecommunications Admi11istratio11's· 'tci ·fcrni nati'onal 
.!. •.. - . - " . 

committees to, plan a p;rogramme of activities on nat:i:onal level and to' ·regional and 

.international organizations to co-op~i::ate. with ITU to make the year a success 1 

especially for A('rica. ._,.,. , -·- ~ : ··.c.:._ . i. 

II, Report of Committee 1.11 1 • - Planning and Net.!!.91'.Js 

·22. This committee considered :tilie follciving ·agencla i terns: 

(a) 

(b) 

:flole of Telecommunications ip. Economic and Social Development; 

National Planning and Communications Policy;. 

( c) Development of Urban a.nd R~al 'Networks; 

(a.) Satellite Cowmunications in relations to Integrated 

Communications in Africa. 

i.i: .. ,..: .... 
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(a) Role of Telecommunication in Economic and Social Deveiopment 

23. A number of papers were presented on this topio which stressed the 

catalystic role of telecommunication as an activator and enhancer. of social .a.nd 

economic developll\ent. A paper by the OAU stressed the importance of telecom­

munications and the acceptance by the political leaders of Africa of this faot 

througjl their endorsement of the UN Transport and Co'mmunioations Decade in 

Africa which is now an integral part of the Lagos Plan of Action. The paper 

also saw telecommunications as a un{fying f aotor and a vehicle for the physical 

integra~~on of Africa. 

(b) Nah6nal ·Planning and Communications Policy 

·Zaire and Guinea gave brief accounts of the plan,."!ing process in their 

\ 
f 

. respeo,tive countries, The experience of these two countries were n.oted as worthy 

of emulation. Telecommunications Administratioi::s were :-ll.l;'ge<i.to consider plan­

ning of telecommunications .as part of the total planning effort ,of a country. 

Failure to do this in the riast 1 in most .African countries, had led tb the com­

plete neglect of the telecommunicati.ons sector with ·accompanying retardation of 

the growth of the national economies and gave social consequences such as 

migration from the rural areas to the urban. areas. Delegates ·stressed the 

difficulties faced by them in convincing the appropriate authorities in their 

respective countries to attach high priority to telecommunications development. 

However, it was pointed out this attitude was beginning to change and it was 

hoped that the decision of the political leaders in this area would be translated 

into technical aciiion. 

· (o) Development of Urban and Rural Networks 

25. The importance of telecommunications ip. tho. development of the rural 

economies cf· African countries was the general.ther!l9of the papers presented and 

, .the;, subsequent discussions generated by. them, The problems to be encoun;t'~.red. 

in the development of urban and rur.al networks ~cere highlighted, which ar;/·. ' 

mainly: (a) lack of adequately tr~ihed m~1p~wer.; (b) the need to choose the 

appropriate telecommunications technology to suit the conditions prevailing 

in a country which at the same time is economioa:L and easy'to·maintainj' 
~-. c· 



• 
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( c) difficulty in accurately forcasting demn;1d for telecommu.'1.ications facilities 

to rural areas or to co-ordinate tho planning of such fa.cili ties with _all tho 

interested orgo.nizations liko ll'ri.nistries of H8al th 1 Agricul tur" and HtD:'al 

Planning might lead to the P.rolif8ration. of an tu1co""'ordinated schcr.10 of com­

municatioi1 factili tioS ii1 ~110 rur2.l ;J,rea.s lcndi:ng to n. •~a.stage of scarcos 

national resources. 

26 • Many dolcgatos also gave. brief accoupts of their Administration's 

experience. in ~xtending tol8communications facilities to rural commtu1i ties. The, 

most popular. approach appeared to be tho overhead open wire system with mqnual 

magneto swi toh board. This system is easy to maintain as. people from the rural 

oommm1i ty oould· be trained to handle such equipment and also generates employment . . . . ' 

in th" rural oomm1lllity thereby contributing to its economic wellbeing~ 

(d)'.: 3a.tGlli to Communications in Relation: to Integrat~d 
' . 

· · ' Corrimtulioations in .Africa. 

Papers werG ·presented by.EGA, PATU and OJl.U which strGssod the import-
'. ; . 

· t13.nc:O of s·a.tolli to corrmrnnications .,_n providing .. ?omrmm;i.cations. facl.li ties to 

rural and·isolated.ccmmtu1ities; Tho~e-·p~pors alsojlesor~bed. the· advantkgcs of 
.. \' •' 

satclli to commtu1ications systo1ns as opposed to the . tGrrestrial systGm d.nd pro-

. po.sod that satelli'te c01;1mmrications systcnn _should play an increasing rolG in 

intra-African _commtu1ications. A call for. a concerted action by all interested 

in satelli tG ccmm1.Ulications in 'Jl.frioa in lli"""!dortaking profoasi bili ty studies was 

made an.d the need to have suoh studies harmonized, and intcigrated into a single 

p_roject. \ ... 
·~, " .. ·.~· 

. . .~ ' 

28. Tho :Confcrcmce expressed apparor,t dismey at ·.the proliferation of 

studies. and called upon tho OAU to or.:;anise a co-ordinating committee mee,ting 

to.ha.rmonizo o.nd integrate all the proposGd a:id en-going projG"ct studies. 

Cau·tior1 ivas .. madG f6r a gradunl ru1d pl9'1111cd o..ppron.ch to,. tl1e· i11trodUctio11 of a 

regio1~al satellite systGin i11 Africa. Thero l'1as th~ 11ced ·to ensUre its ecohomio 

and technical viabili ty 1 and its compatibility with existing terrGstrial network. 

It was indicated tha-G a lot. of investment had be on made. in .. the tGrrestrial 

P.ANJ!l!'l'EL network and groat care woulu .ha.vo ·to bG exorcised in introducing ·any 

system which wouJ_d be in .competition with it a.'1.cl thus reduce its profitability• 
:, : 

The many contributions and intervontions-."ny dolosa:bos'.indicat()d thG great. 

interest· llfrica '11as \~ tho dGvclopment of satolli to commtulications • 

. . ~.:,• :. 
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III. Report of Conuni ttee .1B'' 

PilNAFTEL Network 

Mffi:ntena.noe and Qpera.tion of 

(a) Maintenn.nce of PilNAFTEL Network 

29. Papers were presented by PATU a.nd ITU on this topio. The pn.per pre-

sented by PATU re:t:erred to the recommendations of a. seminar· it organised ii; 

Nffi:robi in September 1 1980 011. Professional Training 1 c·Maihtenanoe and Inter­

state Co-operation which stressed the need for a properly organised maintenance 

· di visi~n and planned mffi:ntenance progi-ammes in telecommunications ad.mini strati on. 
' 

30• · . .African nations 1 despite a lot of financial difficulties, had invested 

... oonsidera.ble .. amoimt of money in telecommun.ioa.tions infra.structural faoili ties. . . . . ' . . . 
.African leader's therefore expected to see improvement in the quality of ... 

' 
services offered by. their national ~ministrations. They had 1 however; .been 

highly <l;isappointed a.bout the state of a.ffffi:rs in the telecommunication service. 

'l'he ITU therof'.ore told Administrations that it was in· their·· interest to improve 

the service offered to the public by mffi:ntaihing their equipment to a very,., 

high standard. Tho attention of -the meeting wa.s also drawn to the chara,c:.teristics 

of good mffi:ntcmanee organization and procedure, and the need to establish 

regional mffi:ntenance standards for .Africa. 

31. Several'.delega.tes infor~ed the meeting about the difficulties faced by 

their Administrations in the maintenance of their network. It was apparent that 

while governments were eager to provide funds for the construction of new net­

works they were reluctant to provi.de funds for maintenance of existing"·networks. 

It was als() extremely difficult to obtain loans from the Financial ·rnstitutions 

such as ADE and World Bank for the maintannnce of "existing network an~· to. this 

end ·the Conference appealed to the AllB and World Ba.'lk to consider favourably 

loan applications for maintcina.nce of existing links. 

32. 

greatly 

(b) Operation of the Pi1NJ.FTEL Network 

It was proposed that the utilisation of the PilNAFTEL network would be 

enhanced if uniform prefixes and special service codes were adopted 

throughout Africa. The idoa was welcomed but it was pointed out that it would 

be expensive to adopt such a system in countries with large networks 1 and l'lhich 

had prefixes and special service codes different from the ones being proposed. 

It wa.s therefore unanimously agreed that the proposed uniform prefixes and service 

codes would be adopted by countries with small networks. 
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33. Proposed RoutLw; Pla.n for Jl.fricm (both inter-regional "'11Cl intra-

regional) traffic preparccl by tho Kenya J\.dministration and ITU were cliscussecl. 

It became evident Gl.uring ·oho discussions that it 1-rould be better to deal with 

this topic in the. sub-rei;;ional working groups o.:1cl the matter was therefore 

referred to them. 

34. Existing tariffs in Africa wore based on intra-1\frionn onll transiting 
-

through contras outside llfrica. Tho complot~on of tho. p JUf~ifTEh network would 

eliminate the noecl to trru1si t calls outside Africa, It was therefore required 

to establish tariffs based. on tho cxpeot0'd n0twork' oonfi.guration. Pnper'S wore 

pr0sentocl which rGVi?wocl in, detail ITU .Rooommendations on 'tho establishment of 

international tariffs• Also the.. work done by tho ECOWl'.S sub-commi ttoo on Tele­

communications in the establishment of tariffs for tho Wost African sub-region ' . 

wns oommernj.ed flor study •. The ECO\'/AS tariff wouicl become operational by 

14 J~uai:-y 1 1981., H was pointed out that. even though tho oalaulation method 

used by ECOWAS was differ.<;int ·from that of ITU it. was interesting to note that 

tariffs establishe~ b:y, both methods were essentially the same, 

35. The ques,tio1".-of. introc'l.uoing reduced tariffs for. tho' information ruid 

broadoastirig industry was de,bate.d with the URTNA a.i'l'd tho bAU reprosentati ves 

urging Toleoommunioa,tions Mministrations to provide 'such faCili ties in cirder 

to encourage the exohruige of information among African countries ns ,:,, pre-requisite 

'for. brea.king tho strangle hold of the developed countries:'over the informntion 

" media. Most delegates pointed out that beo.'.l.use of the need to have a reasonable 

- 're't\U.n on .. their heavy. investments' it' would. be'impossible to offer such' faci-

:ii ties at the mome;1t unless governments were 'prepared to subsidi-z8 reduced 

ta.riffs for the informnti911 media. 

36. When tariffs had boe!1 established a good international aoco~division 

will be required to collect revenue o.-icl settle nccounts between different admini­

strations• Papers were presontod which poi;1ted out tho ailv&"ltilges of a, cood 

inter11atio11al aocow1ts di visio11 and·- the cxperic11cc Of soino admi11istratioi1s i11. 

setting up ruicl· operating intornational accounts division, The ITU was ce.lled 

upon to help J\dministrationS to sot up such a division ru1d to provide· technical 

assistance in training of personnel. 
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:;, (c·) ·'Impact of Dig_:!. tc.l Techniques ·a.nd New Services to be. Introduced 

37 • It was. accepted that.digital techniques are here to stay ·and it would 

be advisable if a strategy oould be adopted for its gradual introduction into 

the PANAFRJ!)L .network• It was recogrlised ·that the· technology was now and it 

.was necessary to approach it with caution especially as most African Administra­

tion had· no expertise in it. ITU and PATU should therefore evolve guidelines 

for Administrations and should undertake training of personnel in this field. 

However 1 it was agreed unanimously that the introduction of digital techniques 

would facilitate the establishment of new services such as data and teleconference 

because of the adaptibility of digital techniques •. These new services would 

greatly enhance the· flow of information and would therefore promote the growth 

of intra-J\frican trade i:md introduction of the new .information order. 

IV. Report of Committee 1C1 Training 

38. In considering this item the Cornmitilee recognised the need for properly 

trained personnel to manage 1 operate and maintain facilities being provided in 

the telecommunications sector •in order to reap the full benef:i.ts of the hllo'""O 

investments being made• All the papers presented· called upon. Ad.mini~irations to 

. provide basic level training for their staff a£1d to 6();.;operat? wi ~h :~'ri.oh other 

in the establishment of middle and high level training facilities on sub-regional 

and regional basis. ITU stressed the need for a cost effective approaoh to 

training and proposed the adoption of a pyramidal appraaoh to training after a 

detailed training needs survey. The ensuing discussions highlighted the fol­

lowing points (a) Administrations should encourage on-the-job training and 

should include training clausc.s in contraots. fer purchase of equipment; 

(b) Administrations should encourage the exchange of personnel; (o) Taking part 

in the installation ancl commissioning of new equipment is· ·an invaluable training 

experience and administrations should release their personnel to take part in 

such activities; (d) Administrations should carryout a survey of their training 

needs in order to be able ~c determine the amount of outside assistanoe they 

require, The Cammi ttee was unanimous on the importance cf training and endorsed 

the plan of action and training proposals of the Decade. 
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Broadcasting 

39. The Cammi ttcrn considered the followi;1g agenda i terns: (a) Dov:oJ'.opment 

of Broadcasting Systems; (1:>) ;J2qvolopment. of ·the·· fufr8:st~tii5t'fil.o Nooe ssary for 

National and International Broadcasting. 

40. In spite of tho ·potential of broadcasting in. education ancl in improving ,... . 
the quality. of life o:(' the inhabitants of a cou.11try, especially those living in 

the ·:l'.'urfy.!. oommimi tics r broadoasti.'.1-g orgenisations had great diffioul ty in obtdin­

ing finance ei thor as grants· from governments _qr as loans. from financial i;1Sti­

tuj;_io:q13. .·This state of affairs was d1ie ·to tho fact that Broadcasting was regarded 

mainly as a political instrument and not as an .. eoonomic.'.cne. Close co-opera-. . - . - ..: :: - . - ' . ' 

tion 0111d harmonization of broadcasting and telooommunioation development plans 

would. result in avoidance of duplication of transmissi9n facilities, 

. ,, .. 
41. '.\']:le Cammi ttee also noted that the absence of propagation data in Africa 

posed ·f!'3.ri,ous technical problems to tho expansion of bro~casting. systems; and 

that the absence of well trained personnel had c.ffeoi;ed adv:ersoly ·the· quality of 

the service provided to tho public, In this r.egard 1 .the announcement by tho ITU 

that it would· 'undertake a study of the propagation charactor~stio. of the con­

tinent was welcomed by all the delegates. 

42. It was also point eel' out· that 'tho P AJIT,'lFTEL ;10twor!C when oompl~tcd would 

havo a positive irnpaot on tho development of brbad~asting on the continent. It 

;;.ould encourage tho cxolmngc of· programmes b0twoen .brcinclcasti;1g ~rganisation. 
Teleoomm;"'ioati~ns Administrations were urged to provide as much as possible 

-. 
both radio and television transmission facilities on tho PJ.}!1\FTEL links • 

• .. , 
VI. ~f tho Sub-ro'gional Working Gro_ups 

43, Tho sub-regional working groups consider0cl matters which wore of"° interest 

to their respective sub-rG(iions such as routing within ancl out of the sub-region 

and progress of the PJ\NAFT.EL network in th0 sub-rogion 1 .etc • 

..... 
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44• Mter a brief discussion by the delege.tes on the teleconuminicatiens 

devel.opment. pians and 'maintena.'loe and operations procedure of each Administra­

tion1' th<!>' following we.ro agreed upo~: (i) To ~ohicve a t~l~phone density ~f 
2 :... 3% by 1985, (ii) To achieve automation rate of 75 - 97% by 1985, .. 
(iii) Tc exchange technicians (iv) to achieve total area cover~<>e for sound 

and television broadcasting ( v) To adopt· the ITU routing :plan for the sub-region, 

Western Sub-refil.onal Working Group 

45, The progress report on the PllNJlFTEL link for the su~region was studied 

in detail and u:P-a.ated by the working group. As .. regards routing, the. ITU plan 

··for the sub:...region was compared with that of EGOWAS. Some miqor differences 

Nere tioticed and both plans t~ere modified to obtain a single ,routing plan fpr 

the sub-region. ·The difficulties encountered in the oo~ordination of cross­

border links 1 especially those between Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guiriea were 

discussed at length.and. it·was agreed to ·call a co--ordination meeting as soon 

as possible. 

Eastern and Southern ·Sub-regional WcirJsi._ng Group 

46. The Working Group received a brief report on the progress of the 

PANAFTEL network in the sub-region and up-dated the information relating to the 

region •. The Working_ G:r-oup considered the routing plan for the sub-region and 

~th the exception of some minor reservations a:pprovod the plan.for implemcnta­

tioµ. . A number of delegates expressed their disappointment at the inability of 

the group to decide on the location of the. lldvanced Level· Traning Institute since 

the project had been delayed considerably by indecision. 
·-

Central Sub-re_e;_ional Working Group 

47. The sub-regional group considered the report on the"progress of the 

PllNJlFTEL network and noted the many difficulties which had. prevented the smooth 

implementation cif the network in the ·region. These difficulties were indicated 
' as financial and the war si tuaticn in Chad. 
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48. The Conferenoo [l()Oopted the offer by Zambia to host the next Conference 

in 1985 at a date to be fixed later. 

(E) Closure o_f the Conference 

49. In a closing speech, the Chairman, Colonel Emmanuel Twegby thank<"d tho 

delegates for their contributions towards the success cf the Conference and 

expressed the hope the.t the recommendations and resolutions ncl.cptecl would be 

soruplously implemented by all the administrations represented· at the Conference. 

The Chairman's speech was fellowed by speeches by the Secretary-General 

cf ITU, the Secretary~General cf PATU .and the delegates cf the United Republic 

cf Cameroon, who all expressed similar sentiments. 
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.. .: · •'. l!EC:OMJllENDATION NO. I 

t.'. 

'' 
.,-.. 

P!!EFERENTIAL TARIFFS FOR THE EXCHANGE OF SOUND BROADCASTING AND 
--.TELEVISION NEWS PROGRAMMES .AMONG AFRICAN COUNTRIES . ··· .. -· -----· ,_,, .. 

i··· 

. .. ·. 

The 3rd African Tele.communications Conference ( MonroviR Liberia 
8-!9 December I980) 

-~on.sid_ering. 

" · · a) the important role played.by sound broadcasting and television 
cultural and economic development of Africa, in promoting the social 

b) 
tariffs. et 

c) 

the efforts being 
present in,.-.f_orce 

that 

!. ' 

made by.•·URTNA. tciWards the .-reduction of the 
'. ;.... . : . 

and p:'omote the 
the;~~plication of a· .-preferential tariff would facilitate 
excb,;nge. of news programmes· be'tvre\o~· membe'~ . c~untries of URTNA 

~!;; . 1:: ,:~ ' 
'" -. ,. ., 

,,. ,.1 ·, c 

"re~iliriD!~nds '. }~ ; 
"i 

.·i ., . 

L· .. ,.. th~t PATU -should endeavour to obtain 

r .. \ ', 
'· .-

: • !·.:"· · ~. in the tariff raie for . the utilisation o·f e0rth 
from Tts: members a 
sta.t~ons' and their 

reduction 
associated 

fixed grounci l
0

inks, 
' .:i. . .· 

.i· 

,/; '" 

2. 
with 
for 

.that African members of INTELSAT should intervene 'Wi'th INTELSAT 
a.View to obtainfng a reduction in the cost Of using the SPRCe segment 

the exchange of'; sound broadcasting and t"levi~ion programmes. 
, '' :1:;, ·, ··; " \ 

that PATU, in 0ollaboration with.ITU And URTNA stl~ald undertake 
without delay, ~ study of possible prefer<'!nti~l tariffs to be applied on the 
PANAFTEL network for tbe transmission of sound broadc'asting or television 
news programmes among African countries. 
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I 
RECOMMENDATION NO. 2 

·INTERNATIONAL TARIFFS lN AFRICA 
. ···· .. 

. "·. 

The 3rd African Tele oimnunications conference (Monrovia Liberia 
q-I 9 December I9 90) . 

considering 

11) " Resol.ution NO . ., of the !Ind ronferencP Of African Tel.erommunicati .. n 
Administrations KinshaFa I975 recommending the progre.0 sive application of 
the tarif arrangement~ contained in' crITT ·R.ecominendations D. 200R anr' D. 20IR •n 
the PANAFTEL network, .... (" ' 

. '· '. 

b) . the edvantage~ 
network·" from 'file start 

--.. region,· 
' ~ ._,,,.' 

of.· determining the ra.tes _to be; applied on the PANAFTEL 
on uniform prin. iple.~ ~ r' eptaqle throughout the Afri nan 

,·:."' '. ' ' . . . " 
I .... 

•"). c) the imminence of PANAFT~ ... links be-c.Ol!ling grr,''cll'llY operational for 

\ ··".': 

international tritffic and,. Urgent' ·necessity· to agr'e'e' beforehand on tariff ar­
rangemetlt.o ·to be. :.aIIP;l,ied,·:: · ,,. '. ' ' 

• . . • "··,\;)~;I' ' • -

:, ', \II\ , l i : ' " .,.., ~::r .I ·•• . 

d) , the objecti veil of PATU define.d .. im·i t_s·'convention signed 
in·1:f771 · .'.'- · ·· · ·· ' · · 

in Addis 
Ababa 

.. ~ . 

noting 
. ·,. 

" . 

.. , .. , .. ", ..... ,~) ·.: ... the' study of the financial impac~· of introducing telephone and telex 
'"tariffs based on CCI TT recommended standards" ini.t!·• ted,wi,th ITU assistance in 

the Eastern. and So.uthern Afrtca·n s·ub-reg.i.011; ,., · .,., . ' .,, . . - . . 
{ . . ) ,, ,.. -~ . ._, ' 

b) the ·cost'-~tudy. on.•tel'ephone tariffs carried out by ECOWAS and the 
.e.doption: of a' uniform tariff structure, besed·•on that .st.udy., by the member" •f 

.-·:·· ECOWAS for appliceti,0n.,wi thin tlie. Su,b-region', , , .. ,. , ... '·'' 
'. •! , •• ,, 

• i' ~ :· 

.•· ·:·. ·J.r:<·•' ·c)_ 'the· dost st~c;ly ... oi.,·the' telegraph .sel:wi·ce'"c'iina'ucted by tpe African 
:. d .,.., ... ;Regiona·l.,Tai-i'f:f Group ~TAF).,-. · · · · · 

''" 
r· '. 

_conscious 

a) of the influence that the world inflat .. ionary processes end financi·el 
instability may he.ve on the telephone and telex costs studies f<'~ing the base 
of the presel'ltly recomme.:.dea. CCITT tarif:f standardR, 
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b) of the inherent long-term necessity for terminating as soon a~ possible 
the complex new cost study foreseen in the work plan of the TAF Group, 

recommends .. , y. 

~.. . .that the Administrations concerned concluo.e.,.!'\-S ·soon as possible bilatera;i 
' ···r r 1 1 \ \ ' \ ,,. ' "' ' 

' tariff egreements based on Recommenoation" D. 200R ano D. 20IR to be applieo on 
!. :; • ,_,.·~·;·P,ANAFTEL 'connections as soon as they become operative : , 

: - ·' ! ·:~ : '' ;,;.: ! - ' 

\· ! f • 

·2. that the stuoy initiateo by the Eastern and Southern African Sub-region 
be continued .as a-contribution to the cost study on a regional level . . ~. . . , :n ... . . ·, . 

•:>."'' :· ' •. ; ··,; ~-· --~ ·- -

3. .·1:i:i'~tU-'the-·cO-s·t st'udy carried out by ECOWAS should be communicated· to 
PATU and thP. TAF Group ·as a contribution to the work of the TAF ~roup : 

urges 

. .. r;o''i ··:;iO 1 ·' .l '• '' 
I. ·: ··: PATU and the TAF Group to proceed with all possible alacrity and U!dng 
most efficient methods, with the initiated co.st .st.udy of providing and operating 
tii;lephone and telex services in order to upd,,t-e tit'~ present regional teriff 
recommendations , .. ,. 

'lU't· . __ , .· ,. ;(·: '. ', .. 
2."> ·""'"'lilie t'tu to pi:o~!"f\'fl· with similar studies on cost of providing and 
operating other. telecrninnunication service" s4ch 011 ~telegraphy, data transmi'ssion 
fpesimile transmission,.,r,of sound1.ibfiOad(':ast:fng and .t.elevision progremmes etc ... 

· ·wt.th·' th.§' ,;iew of· prF!pRriI)g reconimen'tl'ations for s.\1Cch:
0

>ervices 
• ' i..! {). . (' '": .1 t·. ,,, .. 

. '-r. 
.,, .. 'requests 

. I 

··I.· PATU and th,e TAF,:Group·to·:e;stablish as soon as possible necessary 
lines for ri.': new co"t. study of providing and opP.ra:tipg .. telecommunication 
~ervi ces in Afri ra f ' ' 11

·' • 

guide-

2. the AclministratioµsAo ·suppliyl to the'· PATU secx:etar:ialli·· ~ncl the TAF Group 
all· ih'fbrmat_ion relati've .,:to-·~ the abo'v-0 "menti-Oileci ,,cost studies-iJf1 

: .... !·\-. 

3. the ITU/UNDP to provide technical assist.ance in the field of internatio-
nal tariffs ,to help Adm,i11:!,,st-rations' to compile d_ata necessary for the cost 
stud" '"·"" · J J:'\I: 

. (~ : .. ;_, i. ' • J J. ::.:· . 

4. PATU in collaboration with PANA and URT~A·~~d th~ TAF Group, to study 
the possibilities of ~~~ting prefer'eritial .~.a~~ff~s · t'O. African information agen•·ies 
and PANA. , , .... , " ' .... :l: '1' 

.... 
•.' 

'. i" '·, 

. ~ . 

~~ I : . 

. : ·.:·~' . 

\ ·.\ 
' .... , 

,,· ~; : 
. ~n ·"· '. ·--~·· . : >(J.; 

.i - ',, .. ,., ~,.... 

~ • . i., ... : ' .,. 
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·:·· 

RECOMMENDATION NO 3 
INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTING PROCEDURES IN AFRICA 

~ f ' ,-. 

. . ~ : . . . ~ ( . . ·" =: 

o·.·r,:1·. 

( 

The 3rd African 
December I9~0) 

Teleconununications Conference · Mc5nr·ovie, Liberia 
9-I9 ·' ,. . . . : . . . . 

,.,,. . .... ; ·n: 1··:~:;· 
cons:(der:i,ng., ,,.-,,. 

_a) the need of many countries t,9 .establish., or i'!!.Prov<:> their ser.,ices of 
., iri1;erna.ticmai a~co~ting for te.lecommµnications 

~) ,,,,. the ~1-~antagP,s, of usin.g tlle .. same a.\lcqunting procedures by _all Adminis­
t.ret.ions .~hir_h ,W.~.1,1 very soo,n have t9 excha.n.~e:. direct accow;i,t.s ;t9.r- the exchanged 
traffic following the opening of direct inter-African PANAFTEL routes, 

c) the desirability of processing data Qecessary for· ·.-stablishing inter-
na,Uo,nal .ac9m,mt'! ,as _fa~. as po_s~_ible in the same manner· "• 

' • ' ... 'J •. : . . . .• . • . ' . . 

,·· . ! ·. '; , ,. . ' ! ~ . . . . . \ .. 

recommends. to PATU 
. '! .. 

., 
I. to initiate,_ in collaboration with ITU ano regional and sub-regional 
tel.ecommunication organisations ECOWAS .. UAPT ... etc·.,.). a- study on. accounting 
p~oced;,;res in ord~r to':' . . .. .· ' ·" . 

.. " :;·q···-1 ;· •,• ... •i. ··:, 

det'ermine the accounting procedures .ba!j~d on,. the cc'ifl'. Recommendations 
: ,•' •;:. (< ..•.•• · .... •: ; • ; "' •' j •• • •-l '" ~ 

best suited to the e0onomi_c and organisational possibili'.ties of the Afri· 

c8n countr!i.es . ::.~~~~~-~ ;;'.~·;).' 
' ,~·:fit 

, '· b) elaborljte the guidelines. of .~, '.'mo!]el" .acqounting service which could be 
. b!;! f?l1owE\-? by the Adini11i,st:i;ations, if they s~. de,sire,!l . iind assi~t 

them in creating efficient accounting. organi_sations, 

2. that a possib:ii ty.,·of creating one,. or; 1'everai. ~nternational accounting 
'iiureau,.:1 '.wo~king,_on ,a',:9.:ieari,11g-h_ouse basis to .faci1Ha:t.e,.,ar:id simplify the ac­
counting procedures within· Africa be considered in' t'iie scope ·of ·s'uch a study, 

.... ; 

re~1u~.s~,~ ,. . ",, .. 
i. I 1!, •• , 

I, the ITU/UNDP in cooperation with PATU, to provide assistance to the Afri-
cRn cquntd:.es. ill the fiel<j of inter~tioi;>11~ .. ac-counting to· initiatet.end conduct 

, ,.,,}he J?roposed . s.tudy, '-" . .., 

2 Administrations to provide PATU with information and .a.;;ttributions 
relative to the accounting procedur<>s followed or desired, :;i~:<· 
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btiginal: 'English 
.... , f''. 

·· .. .,, .. 

i_~or.',-~f""·'. ,~f:.~-~.fl: ·::~;::1 ··, ' fT : . •:r; ~-;,' i''' 
.,., . ·,-;,er. "'-';rr'' • · ·' RECOMMENDATION NO. 4 

,., _(. ,, 

.. ;• ''"'"''' ·MAHiTENANCE 'OF TELECOMMUNICATION NE'IVIORKS, 

·,., ···.--.··+. 

-. ,,. ~: E ,. :: considering< ., . 
' . ··,: , .. ,·:., :_.:-;::."' .-·~ - ·~··'1(• :· •_ ' ' ; : ;;,.(i ,I i' '', i·:.•: ;',<::' r• .:~·-: - I•; 

Oj !'i ·:\JG .11? ':" '. :;! tha.tu trr:' :obj ??t'.i \i~.'. ?f'~ rti,'3:. ~!.H ~,;i,\~tiin7,J;,'<( .. c;>f t,tie,, P~NAE'TEL 'i'.irs "to m~ke 
'"""''"''''""''""';·:avai,la!i>'lec-Jelecommimihation' servi6es of r.ellrP'f'!!pJq · qual;i,ty ·as·.• an<'•e<f{ecti ve 
·~""~;~;.:,,•'.:•' · port to the economic andr1's6cial' developm~of the peoples of,. the African 

sup-. 

.• Continent, ·'"'!··,(~Ju: ·:·r.,:fiU') ,. .. , 
~ ~ .. - v ># •••• ,..,...._. ••• 

. ·•. ... ·.,r,, 

b) that a top grade Pan-Afric~n ,T~.l~qc;>nnn4n,ica,\j,,ir;i, ~"tw,o:rl<i ~nvolving very 
·-«· ....... l:i~.Y:l'.•i}~,!)ve,s•tment•S" has' l5<tlen' 'esfab'1:lshed 'And th:ir.'J ./l'§t:WfWJ< ;yrii.;thgrow•·fiurther in 

~'\~.'· t;··;";.~~~~~n:i: .. ·.a.nd .-com:Pl'Sxi ty. ! : ye·air~ ·oy ··,.yea·~ '· : '.:"· .:.: !'rr.rs~<~ · ,_.·::::;r.: 'i' -; ~· 1-.!~'.: '-·~rJbe 
!<•' 

c) the extreme importan'ce ahd int.eresL{',tta.c\led ,,\iy :ti>'? '.Go:vernm'ehts of the 
,, ,~,:,;·ni.:·t,f;ri"'\n.,,counti:',i;•s to the' high qua ii'#~,' .ti;~n~f/~g ,;;f 1riwf;f,:j.q, in. the ·PA:NAFTEL 

.• ,,,.. 1 ~~ ... n.,J n·>.~~t)".'1/':!< .~IJd to the >a:vsi:labili ty. ?f. :~.~·e,,11.~t:wol;'k (B:'3so,lu,tipn:. l"M/Re!F'!'13 ( XXXV) 
· of ·the OAU adopted· ih July '!980)' · · · 

.... 
d) that maintenance is now a ·top priority obligation" 'for"-felecommunication 
·Admini·strations r' r;\"f~:~ ·J :,...,~;. 1 " · •. , .• 

·:~).: · .. ;,~·1·;" ,.u 7.'~ •· _•: 
~~~·: -~;.:r,:i;i ··:·; .. ~:::·,;·r '":.:.· 

· · .. 1,.f.1~;·:·)' •>:·.r -. con:yin.ced \ ~ ~-f~ ~: .. 'fr' .. 

'-:.··.:1 ... ·~ .... ·c7:.· · ·. · · · .. : . ., . ,·.·~"·' ,. :~i·,-·: ,.· . - ·: r":.:;(1. •~··;:-;-i 
..• ,.£\>..-.;~•- ·tha.t. peak· .. operational "effic.i<'m'cy of all the .col)s.ti,tu~n.t.$1:Cifl :the network 
. ")S0ih;. nali·onal· and internatioria'l: ·h'es'· to .be ensured by proper operational and ,.r•:,!, ·= • . . .. -·. .• • : •. ' . , 
· mainten.ance struotures and procedures to achieve· the pr;ime obj;ecti ve. 5: 

·'··' '. l.~i:- : ., . .. ... _'; ,,~·. ;::: -.,i,.· "!O,:.~. 
b).. tha.t,,j;here·is ne·ed''at'th'e 'iiational 'ley.,1''.t.o est~b,u,.h adecmateiy staffed 

. , . •; ,, · :.,.an,d eq~~~ped·:ma~h,tenahc~ · stlci.tct·lifes" ~n~'. • !i;t,a,-t' ; j~ do.:.t)li ;,,·, ;~~n,y, Adruibi,strations 
"· · ·need ass~Btan.ce as· provided in· the ·programme for the UN Transport and Communica-. . ' . . 

tions Decad .. in Africa. , ,.. ..... " "'·' ·, ., 

·noting ,· ',i ' :·~,' 
.i· ··: . '',;'i'~' ,"' 

..•. . with ;,ppreciatiori. UNDP '·s'' approval' '\\.'i th. regard 'to the financing. of a 
regional .m'aintimance. project. im'der which norms and in'aint6'nance standards are to be 
developed for the henefi t of all countries this projJi'Ct will ·harmonise and 

·=;::cOmplement· national'0ctiViti9S),·' .,·~":·• <·,:::·: _;.::.!::.,. ,:·,i ... '.·~· ·. 1 ..... ·::· 

·' .i' ..... '.·---, ··~·.~·;·:;'• ·";~:r "·. ,,.,.,, 

. " .. :-· '~ . . 1 ' , 

" 

·, . 

' 
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e) all those who are engaged in, or associated with, the development of 
telecommunication nstworks national telecommunication managements, finaricin~ 
irlsti tutions, ·manufacturers, ITU. UNDP etc .. ) to promote the c6ricept--of 
maintenance end to. encourage 'the implementation of sound·'mainteoon'ce artd opera-

,,~-~-·· ffonal _practices 
. t": 

b) a·ll t·elecommunication Administrations to assign,, first .pri·ori,ty ·to the 
ciperatiori"and.maintenance of their existing networks, 

1
epd' '.iiccordingly. ·to· 

establish ·national maintenance, uni ts with ,the necessary manp()\\'er and· logistic 
support as well as incentive schemes to motivate staff 

' ' c) financial institutions; particularly those which were kind:enough to 
i>rovide investment funds, to make .. available additional resources for· maintenance 

. _so es to ensure .fil!lancially viE!J:l:te.-;QPera~.ions, . _.,, "' 
. : i' ·::' •]'• i' i 

congratulates 

e) . PATU on having organised seminars on maintenance an_d inter~State co­
o~e~ad~n 'cind urges 'ai'.i."'Member ilctmini~t·~~'hons to apply the recommendations 
adopted by those seminars '" 'I ,. ' ,-· .. ,:·-.~~·~:·11;·i~y, . 

'·. · .... r:,:·,·, 
b) the ITU and the UNDP on the efforts they have made· and the resources· 
they ha_ve J.'lr,'li~hed.Jo .h.elP.J~E> ;\f,i:.~c,~,n countries .to d9velop .their illai,t).tenance 
_acth•i ties and ~~ ,,'.'.~.nt~~'le a.rt,d .,ext en.ct .. those a_yti v.:!-ties .. ,, : , J. ''. .. '. .. _: 

•:.1 

r'Eiquests. 
·;···, .. ·.·• ; ' 

I. PATU, through the intermediary of the OAU Member. Count:!>i:es to ,make ar-
raggeriie~ts tp, :~!"se c::ustoms formai~~ies_ to give tu11 fr.e'ld811\,Pf mov.em9nt to 
maintenance service staff and to permit the fre.e pas,sfaj~E;L.9;f. spar.e, ,piir,ts, 
measuring instruments etc. . across national frontiers'. so" as to gmirantee 

''·.') 
co~.~~-~:~~!ty of service ~r ~o. !'e~uce inter~upt~~ns; 9.~;:_S~1i:V.i.c~. ;to, B: minim.um, 

'·:-- . ·. . . : '. . . . . . ... ' ~- ~~- ~ ·: .. , ~ ;'. \, . . .. ' . 
2. n:.u,. P~TU, .ECA and l)l'fpP to. help ~dministnrt,i,pnl'l _attain. their .. ppjecti ves 
for the organisation of maintenance end .. to organise cqm;di,nation meetings, 
seminars symposia and 'bilateral and mu·l-~ilatei:~1 workshop~ with a view to 
solving .Urj!'ent maintenance pro]),lems,.,.. .., • 

. :': .. , · !!''.(·'• ; ·· - I . . · · . c • • '·' 

3. ITU, PATU, UNDP and ECA to help Administrations to formulate main~enance 
standards and strategies on the basis of the guidelines ·contained in CCIR an~ 
CCI'IT Recommendations, 

ITU. ·IWru·· UNil and EtA to set up exch.ang"' faciii~ies where : 

a) performance standards of eouipm~nt ·and. i.nst·a~lations circuit availa­
bility 'apd traffic handling .ouali ty, can be .. revi.ewed. and examined 

· · ·b) technical information 
~-(''IHeDiber countl-i ~:s wi(th· 

strategies. 

'·" 
.;:; 

;.. • • . i ... ; ·• . ; : ' ·:it' 

and ,,.tatistical,,da.t11, .. , can 9.e .. e><;'?".~nged among 
a view to improving tb13ir,.ma\n:temm<:_ e,._ work and . ' . . 

',_ . ..-.,; 
.J' 
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ORIGIJINAL: ENGLISH 

The 3rd African 
8-!9 December 1930) 

Telecommunidations Cohferehce Monrovia. tiberia 

having considel-ect 

the sub-regional and inter-regional plans presented to the Conference 
and the amendemen;ts made by the Conference to these plans, 

noting 

that' the 
"decided on the 

sub-reg_ion,-

Administrations of Central and North Africa have not yet 
inter sub;-regional traffic concentration points within their 

.- . ---· 

-·· 
··"\ 

.. .:.. r"es-~l ve to approve 

a) the four sub-regional routing plans. as· amended1 
., ;•, • ;n I•'.: ' ·• • 

··<;>.\' ., • ~ - ' ) 

b) ,,.;th_e· im.ter· sub-regional routing plan, except for the section concerning 
Central and North Africa to identify· ·and agree on their tralfi c concentration 
centres as soon es possible, taking into account existing facilities and 
those planned for the near future , ., 

calls :oif'ail Member Adinini~tratio.v~· 
'.''. ·o J• 

I· to .. implement 
'(l '~ . -' . 

as·soon as possibl~ 
the sub-regional plaiis by est·ablishing the reauired circuits 

.. ,. . 

;2~;.: ·· tO ma:int:Bin stetistics on inter-African tPlecommunication traf~ic to 
. ,_, "''"'_.permit est.i.;ates to be ··made. of fut~re traf_fic growth and ee<uipment reouirements 

3 to review regularly at sub~r-egional .level the plans in the light of 
actual traffic growth, ,, . 

.. 
invites· ITU 

!. i. 

·tc;··',;ontinue its assistance .in the field and :to publish the plans as , .. , 
·amended for the use of the Administrations'.;.·· 

·•. ' .. : 
(.; "' 

'·•' 

-:'' "· . 
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' '•' _,:·n:BcoMMENDATION°NO 6 
'FINANCING OF TELECOMMUNICATION INVESTMENTS 

The 3rd African Telecommunications Conference 
8-19 December I980) 

Monrovia, Liberia 

··aware . . ' ·1 ,.,.,. ·, .• 

..... 

. •·:· 
;.;.,_ ~ . 

·,.I 

a) of the important role played by telecommµ,nications in the social 
and economic development of Afr:j.can court't'ries and. their .integration through 
the use. o~ the .Pan~Africa~. T~ie<::ommuni.cat:i_oµ:·Net~9,:i;k .. PANAFTEL) 

.. '·, '· , , . I . . .. ·-, 

b} of the present inadequacy of the telecommunications infrastructure 
, • ie't1tFtfhe need for acceleroted develcpent· o;f .tel~eo;mun_i_cation networks; in 

line \vi th the objectives of the Un'{ted Nations Transport artd Communica'tions 
Decade in Africa I9"'R-I98"') ····· 

I· 
'' 

·i · Collsidering . ·'. 
. ~ . ·, . 

a).• •··th;,'',difficult,ies encquntered bycA:fticai:{ te.l<;>communication Adminis-
trations in obtaining from i11t'ernational sour.ces. ~dequai:e funds for financing 
,their telecommunication projects, ~ r ~· . 

.. .... ,~·- . 

b) the relevant,,OAIL.r.esolutions, EAHG/Res. I. II). adopted by the OAU 
Heads of State and G.;~e-rnment in Lagos in Apr:!) :i_'~-BQ . and Resolution 
Cl\(/Res. llI,3 ( XXXV) adopt'ed 'by the OAU !leads ·of State and Government in 
Freetown i'n July I980. , . 

1
., ,., · 

. :·.' 
.. ,;; :.o: .. -

recommends to African Governments 
·, 1 •'. 

I. that they 
telecommunication 

. r , .. 

should give th<;> highest' priority to the· firia'ilcing of 
p~ojec·t?,' 

2. that telecommunication Administrations shou'ld gi_ve preference to 
multilateral financing as against other arrangements.in cases where the 
financing of telecommunication projects from ext'ernal source's-·'Sliould prove 
to be necef!.sary 

' ' . ~ . 

3. that they should take e.ffective steps to minimize delays in making 
the national budget appropriations to finance the local part of any inter­
nationally finaaced projects, 
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4. that they should, wherever possible establish semi-public sel:ll'-financing 
telecommunication bodies to facilitate the effective organisation and develop­
ment of their services 

invites multilateral financing institutions 

I. to raise the ceiling of their loans so as to ensure coverage for all: types 
of activities related to the implementation of telecommunication projects, 

2. during the Transport and Communications Decade in Africa. to give specfal. 
consideration to rural telecommunications in assessing the profitability of 
investment programmes in the te.lecommunication sector as a whole 

r 

3. to respond favourably to r,equest for the financing of maintenance 
projects as well as for projects associated with the rehabilitation and· up­
grading of existing telecommunication facilities 

4. to relax some of their rigid procedures of procurement to allow to 
a cerhin extent ··ior ·i.omogenei t'y of e'auipmeri't ·and to attempt, along with 
the countries themselves,· to reiliice· the peHod of p'feparation prior to the 
grantin.g of loans 

0 to take, in-pollaboration with the ITU and PATU appropriate steps for 
the prcimo'tion and il'Ei'vefopment'"b:f' teffe''ciilnmimi cation: 'industries in A!'ri ca. 

•• ··. ~ .f. ..... ; ; i 

'-.:: :"• .- .. ~ 
,• ' ,": ; j ~ ' •I 

·;.- ,· ! :! ; :.:.: fi' 

. : ' ... 

. '('( •1~. ;[' .·r 

;. ' ;.; 

. i: 

....... ';··· ,. i ·1,,'!•'• ,<""l'i! '" 

'•· 

.. ' 
.. t;. . .. , 

..... , .... , ' . l . 

I 

l 
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.: 

RECOMMENDATION NO·. yt 
THE INTRODUCTION OF DIGITAL TECHNIQUES 

."·i. 

':._. ,,., c~ 

., . 

: : 111-
'·< . 

• :;-1 

The 3rd African Telecammuni~ations'conference Monrovia, Liberia 
8-I9 December I980) '"::u)r... '· 

recognizing . 

the inevitability of the introduction of digital systems, 

noting . ·, . 
the advantages of digital technology from the point of view of 

uniformity and also its complexity 
• j , 

, · concerned 

that their networks might be uted as trial grounds·for the new 
technol,,1gy, 

reconnnends to the African Telecommunications Administrations 

I. that·~ cautious approach be exercised in introducing these systems by 
ensuring that thorough preliminary planning is undertaken to determine : ' 

a) appropriate implementation strategies 

b) implementation time frames, 

c) resfi.trce availability·and coordination, 

2. that. a~propriate training and retraining of per~onnel must be under-
taken in good time to ensure their availability in correct ouantities and 
calibre with the advent of the new technology, 

3. that thorough studies of meteorological conditions especially 
atmospheric precipitation be undertaken where digital radio-relay systems 
above IO GHz ere contemplated 

calls upon 

the ITU to provide ad,,isory services in the formulation of strategies 
for the introduction of digital techniques including the preparation of 
spectifications. 



SOURCE: 

·-

3rd African Teleconnnunications 
Confer~nce CM/1139(.XXXVII) 

Appendix I(REC.8) 

ORIGINAL: ENGLI~!I--

Monrovi-a, Liberia 
R-I9 ri,ecember -!980 

' 

,_ RECOMMENDATION NO. R, 

STUDIES ON PROPAGATION IN AFRICA 

The 3rd Afric&~: Telecommunic8tions Conference Monrovia, Liberb 
P-19 December I9RO) 

recalling __ 

Resolution NO, 5 and Reconnnendation NO. ''8 of the World Admini&.trative 
Radio Conference Geneva, I979 

cdnsciOus ,,., 
of the vital neaessity for African planners of -radio systems for all 

i "'f"!' ; • ··; ,-, . - •. · .. i ' . . ' ' ... ' . ' ; • 
types of· radio·services, both connnon carrier and broadcasting of sound and 

· r 1·•· • ·' • ~· • . • · · • ; • · '- · ,.. · 
television, tb have at their disposal' acjequate· information of propagation 
characteristics to enabi<l them accurately"'to 'predict' the performance' of 
the systems being planned, 

acutely aware 
J ~ :; ' .\.' ! . :; \. ! .. 

of the lack or :i.nsii:ffici(,ncy- of su~h d\ita cover±hg the African 
continent, 

urges Administrations 

to take immediate steps to initiate programmes aimed at o_vercoming this· 
scarcity of information by : 

a) establishing contacts with African universities and research e_stablish­
ments (including the URTNA t8chnical centre) to prepare programmes 
of propagation, meteorological ond ground measurements 

b) providing information on radio signal levels and service orees as 
are already BVailable and submitting them together with cor­
responding meteorological data to the CcIR for analysis in accqrdance 
with WARC Resolution NO ~ 

c) participating actively in the work of ccm Study Groups 0 and •' in 
order to exchange information on propagation with other regions of 
the world, 
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,, 

" 
c;i> impressing upon their Govermn1>nts the imporfance of the 

·actions presently being undertaken 'by' the ITU' 'in· collabora­
tion with other regional and internati'onal organizations to 
establish a project which will enable propagation data to 
be assembled. 

calls upon 
··: . ... 

African: Governments to inilicate'o:ff:i.cially to UNDP and to 
other donor agencies their support for the establishment of such a project, 

2. 
bod.ies 
enable 

. ' 
the ITU, the UNDP 

to,pursue· their e"'forts 
the project to start at 

requests 

ECA and.other regional and. internatio~al 
aimed· at obtaining the "funds 'rieifossa'ry to 
the earliest possible m~ent 

. ·. ;· 1 ••. 

.. , .. 
. . ·"' · ··'·the 'ITU to ensure full participation of· Afrtcan regi'on~i 

organisations, especially PATU and URT~A, in the project. 
,, :~:: . . _. : . . 

.. r .... 
·. ,., ... ' 

!'··· 
:J .. 

. :· ...... -.... : \ , . . . . ! . • . , ~ .-.~ ' 

''. t• ':'.-':' 

.,,_,. 

,•; 

'::-
. ;' ~ -:'.· '• 

i'. 

!•·· 

··,, 
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RECOMMENDATION"NO. 9 ...... .l..~(· . 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND Ml!iNUFACTTJRE OF. TELECOMMUNICATION. EQUiPMENT".' ·• 

- ; • .,., - ;. 1-1·· ·t .: I.• i 
'· .. ·. . ,.:, . . '" 

.. : 'J' ' 

·ol- - -, : • 1:;\ .... ; • 

· .. ,. 
. - -i~ 

" ·--~- . . -~"·. 

The 3rd African Tel<'communi.caticms,,Con:!'ererib.l' (Moni,ti~ia, !Jibe:dra·, 
q-rn, .~"~.~~?~f I~~O), ,,., •2' · :.,,. .. . .. 

. • " -~·' ! ' 

'considering 

c) that large· scale dependence· on imports retards the growth of skills and 
the expansion of the network 

convinced· 

that some of the common items of telecollllllunications stores\ can easily 
be fabricated locally and some others can be manufactured under collaboration 
agreements, 

recalling 

Recommendation NO. 3 of the seminar on maintenance, training and 
cooperation organized by PATU in Nairobi from 3-I2 September I9~0 

calls upon .. 

the Telecommunication Administrations to : 

I individually, as well as collectively, encourage the local manufacture 
of simple telecommunication materials, using locally produced raw matPrials 
to the greatest extent possible, 

2. undertake feasibility studies on setting up manufacturing facilities 
for the more complex types o:f tPlecommunication items, 

3. Respond to the enquiries being made by PATU on industrial devPlopment 
in its Member States. 
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I. the ITU/UNIDO to assist the Administrations in tqe f~~~i):J.ility 
studies relating to manufacture of teleqommunications materials including 
b't"Oild·Ca'St~ receiverS, ,:.··' ~-·: :::·:····.,:.:-, -.;: , ~ .. : 1• 

,,.;•'""• .• ., ' Iii"- •.• : ..... -., . .! ... ; .. f'" -~··· ••• 

2. national, regional and internationAl investment banks to examine 
favourably proposals fo.r, the establishment of tel,,,communications industries 
in Afri ea·; " ' 

•i. 

asks 
_, .. _ '"' ;: .. - ·::-·. · .. :·,/ ';/;; 

African Governements to show commerdill ini tiat'i ve in the establishment 
of telecommunications industries, 

, : . ; ! r·, 

;~ . 
.. strongly. supports,. . " . .... 

-··-.. -;· . .- . -I. ::c. - the efforts of PATU to proiilot·e· scientific resea'rch. and' 'industrial 
development, 

: ... 
cells upon ·.P r. ·' 

I · PATU. to organise seminars •to promote- and dev'etop scientific .research 
and the starting of a telecommlinicetions manuf'acturing"i'ndiistry.'i'if Africa:, 

2. international organisations to help African coueft.r.i~i;i'. iri .. the 
industrialisation process and in research in the field of teleconniltinicetions, 
end also assist PATU in the organising ·of· seminars in' ·thi's field . 

. . . 
. ·_, ,.., ' ' L' . ''. .·-

I ! 

,., ... 

. ' : ·--. 
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CM/1139 (XXXVII ) ) 
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ofl£GrNAt: ENGLISH 

··.·- ·-·- ..... 

. . .. , ; }.he 3.rd African 
"l-I.~ :l?"l~em13"lr ·I,9.9Q) n '' 

Te_le.comniuni'catiOns l~CO~f0reilc~ ···.Monrovi;:i. 
·~:-: • 1 'i i • ; j· .-·1.: .. (.. . ; :~it~ . ".;.' ... ':' ' . 

Liberia 

considering 

the present status of planning for telecommunications '°"rvices 
in Africa 

COllE='< i r."01; 

of the vital importance of proper planning for telecommunications, 
the lack of which is bound to lead to incurring large amounts of avoidable 
expenditure in long-term development, 

convinced 

of the need.to strengthen existing planning structures, or establish 
new structures where nohe exist noW, to ensure orderly development of a 
technically sound and economically viable network, 

recognising 

that national planning in the telecommunications sector should be 
li v.ked to other major sectors of the economy and the vital necessity to 
coordinate with those other sectors 

aware 

that, in order for telecommunications development plans to reflect 
national objectives and strategies national_ agencies responsible for 
formuleting general telecommunicat!ons policies 1 for coordinating activities 
and~·for mobilising the resources reauired ·'or the sub-sectors ·of the com­
munications sector need to be set up where they do not exist, 

calls upon 

all telecommunication Administrations which have not alrPady done 
so to : 

a) undertake an in-depth study of their planning reauirements 
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6)'. set· tip planning llhi.ts COJlll)lensurate with their needs which should 
be properly staffed with trained p.;r~bimel: '; 

\'.' .. 

c) carry out long-term plans confpll'l{;Rented with short-term rolling 
investment plans ; . ,,_:, : 

. :~. . ; ;·: '\ '· - . ' 
ensure that the line of action ·traced in the long-term plan is 
duly followed until revised deliberately ·, ·: .· 

. reouests 
., ~ . 

...... -- ... 

'~' ·'' 
the technical cooperation;en.ti ti.e.s ·to .assist Adniinistrations in 

these tasks : by providing ·funding· ·:f!Q.r: '¥,~c,hn~~l, 'al.'~i.~ta'nce projects. 

;> 

' 
•. ,. , ) 

" 

·" 
. -. ' ' . . . ~ ) .· 

•. i"<· 

· .... -
;:.;' .,, •f,, : •: 

- -;~' . 

• 

/ 
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Conference 
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... ' , •• : I • ,{-~.•.'-' ::- '· "."' ... ". ·., ., , 

RECOMlllllNDATION NO. II 
. ; " . ;· . . .. , TELECOMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT· '· 

: ' ' ' 
···-- r< 

... .. ::., .. 

.• 

' ,f•-.': . ' ' 
. The. ,~:;d Af,ri can J\'ele,communi cations :conf ererice. "( M6nrovi a, Lib6ri a ,. 

;_. .. , .. . 

' •••. ! .. , 

n·-I 9 

., . 

December I920) .< ,, . • ... ,, 

consi~eriDfi. . '";< ,,.,. . , ' . . ~, ' 

". . ,) 

; ., 

a) ·that large investments have been made in the tele_communication 
networks in Africa and-'further ·large ·investll)entsFwill ·ne'ed to be made f.·)r,··_., .. ,._~,_::,· ... : ... , .- .. 
ftn'nually on a continuing;-. basis. ..: ::~"' r·t·' · • · : ; I·. ··· 

. ' .-, ·- . ; ·--··- - ·' 

' b) .. 
. ' ' 

- : :':• .. : -·. ~ _! ., 
and 

, . t.h.at, tP,~$3.CpJD!!l.ur,i~.cat.iqn,,.ser,v,ice~ shou];d beirun"6n a commercial basis 
the operations on the whole hav.,,;·to.b.e .v;l;abl<:i,· ',i . .1,, 

convinced 

r.,., ::; ·f!) ",., '.! tiwt,- !'\.pemen,tat'!,pn.,,of. thffmana~rial: -capabi,·li;i0'.~hould pro~eed 
... "': . . si'.mu.lt,anepui;i).y, wi,tl.i-;thaJ .. 0£ teclmiqal,;0xpert·ise:,; .. ·.~,, .. ·><.. · .• ,._ '·· · " .. ;·,..,,._, ·•:.:·'.:r ·,· .1n:~·· u, · .,,,·1·« ... · .. ;,, -~ · ·- · ·· .. L·: · 
... :.. ·,-,11. ·:::·:•::·::-."":•·:· .. r. '1-; •;l.·1:~·· :;1-=:.·. ::-; ,.; r1 . ·,···!··~ ~;:1': 

"1;,)'' .. ·that n,o.n .vi.able pper.at.i.oni o,f thE\',,telecommu~;i ca.ti:on".servfoe'. may 
result in lack of suppor't from financing bodies for telecommunications and 
the ultimate deterioration of the quality of service, 

c) that efficient management is the key to the success:"ul operation of 
a telecolDmuriications administration, 

reconunends 

to Governments to review the present structure of telecommunication 
organisations with a view to improving thei.r effectiveness and efficiency 

calls upon all Administrations 

I. to review their policies and procedures, both administrative and 
financial, and bring them into line with modern commercial principles and 
practices~ 

2. to undertake a survey of managerial and administrative requirements 
to determine the level and kir.d of assistanae required, 

3, to cooperate and establish management training courses in existing 
institutes of telecommunication or other business schools 

4. to set up statistical uni ts as a fundamental management tool, 
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.·1. 

' I " ". 

the technical coope~tion bodies such as UNDP, ITU and PATU to assist 
a.dministntions in : 

... ; i'. 

,.. - .,... ,•· 

a) ~ survey of llJllnagE;rial :·and· ecimi.n],strative rec<uirements, . . . ...... ~ ' ' ···- .. . . . --·--
·r~ 

b) ·the reorganisation of existing structures for t~lecommunicati·ons; 

c) a review .of policies and procedure·s anci fritrod.uction of new policies 
' ' . 

end procedures 
; ' ' : ... 

d) estab.llshi~~::6ituts~~:-~f· 'm3nage1Qent and/or establishing new institutes 
for managemen't ··t:;:;iriing · 

. ' 
:e):,running seminars .on management ·for senior ·and supervisory staff to 

I!(• · • .• • , - • •, i ·• enable them to exchange;;;1deas'.and·.improve,.eff1ciency, 

f) running, seminars on ~t11tistics and settih~ up'·stati~tical services 
within administrations. 

~· ' ' .. : , ,, '. 

. ,·,· 

r .. 

" 

, , .. to,. ~BRO, ADB;., BADEA-, ITU;·r EcA, UNDP 'and 1;h'e Uni t1i4"Na'dohs' Fund for 
~ci.~nce end TeChnology .in: the· service of development to!·l~nd'their logistical 
and' financial resources to PATU in organisi!}!l;. a !Jllll)Bgement and statistics seminar 
for telecommunication networks and services .. in'Africa . 

. ' ; . . .... !· .,J ~:~··!i".''/-~ .. , .. ,.. . ' 
. q. 

( . 
: './ !'·· 

iL ,' I'' 

J ,-, 

·. ~' 

,• ':. 
··::.1 

1 ~ -
; . . ' 

,. 
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. 1: } .. ' • 

'·-, . .:_ 

'.._,. . 

RECOMMENDATION NO. 0I2 
RURAL TELECOMMUNICATION§. 

( 

., !· 
••• ~! 

' . 

The 3rd African 
De.c,ember I9!lO) •·, 

Telecommunications Conference 'Monrovia, Liberia 
B.-19 . .. . .• ; . 

.· · . ... : 
considering ' . 

' a) . the ,imp.ortance of integrated ·ru,ral developme~· 

·' 
,. · ...... ·, b) .. ·'. .. the potential of t.elecommunications in the ·context of vast populations 

1 . ''living in scattered villages with poovoad or rail links, especially in 

• ' '1 · 

~ £ 'I 

:-'.(ff) j • 

-:r:· ._ .. _; .. , 
···:: ...... ;. 

. extension of medical ~ervices, agricultural operations, education family 
planning, disaster or emergency relief national consciousness etc 

-· '•'· 
z;ioting '.'"'· 

·:··· ·'· 
the great in.terest ·of. 'thEi Clcivernments. of .developing countries in 

.!"ub,j"'.ct.',-iv,hi~ ,~a~ ... ~ed, to the uN Sp;~iai.· Prog~allllb~'of Iri_~egrated Rural 
,D~velqpment, · '· ~ ~ .! :' '1. ,. • • .~ • ,; ~ ,..,.·~· • ' 

'.1;" ·-~ ' ' ' 1 ~ '·' ·" ' ' · 'I: · : . .. ; : , . ·; :" 
;. . • r'' 

-Observing :··'::J'·•.: ·\·. ; .. r; 

!JT•.-.:,i, l.r::·.~· . ._ ~·rr.,.,,,., .. , . : ··:;;~i.-
a} that,, iri · spi'te" bf' the' above •t;:oneiderations,, very little 

r J . ' ,. . 

has been made .in providing rural· ·telJe·cofumuni·cations:. .. . ,.• . ' " . ·' - •. ,··' ... 
headway 

•·• 1~.1' 1-:::.r~!!';i :1:'.'. ;·::r:.·i·,, .. ,., . . (r
1

: .•. ". . . 

this 

.. ,-• "'"' b)"tlli!;t;, t!'iis_ Fs, p~~~.ly' b.eca.\ise· the direc:t:•financial return rRth<"r than 
the econ9)D:ii~';(h,en;<l~i t .. ;i:·o' ;ti\eHioilntry "'is' ·b"1ing:. appli,<(f' t.o test the viability 
of rural te1eComniUni·Cit'i'Oii.~f'P.:FO;fe·cfs.: 1 

.:: [;· • - • • .,,. ,1 r;~_;-- ·.. · • 
. ·• ,_._, t') 

:re~·:r·~·:i'rmS ..... 1 ··r(-~ ....... ,.r · L···'· 1·' 

'I .. : '.: ~ ·.:• . ' r · 
' •'• ....... '! I• '.·,":.[_!,:•-" • . ; 

.-:: •;', · · ,:, '•,·. ''" ; ..... ; , ~···· '· ,. r '•' ·· :: · '"rtJ;..~.; 
· the imiiortance"6f th'e projEJcts· ofd'I:U, ar,>~ Eqil,,,on te~ecommunications 

·· ~ r! t • i ~ . 

TEP-0~. TEP-0~.and MAP-09) contained in the UNTACDA programme and wishes ,, ' 
they be implemented as soon as possible;:--. 

., .. ~ .... 

to all Governmerits 'to·''gi'Ve ·due: weight, .to· ,t!'e-,.economi c benefits 

:..:·~·;ru·~ ·r,.,:1 :~?t~~rr:::t? .. -~e:i··~~~": C:.i~~.~-~- .visible returns in providing rural telecommunication 
)···· !;.-.~.-: .,-, 1 •. ~er.v1s~s, · · •1· .,. o::: 
~ ··•• ..... · · · ·· .. r, · · "!.·!:':f·;·. \·~··''.' · · · ·1. ' . ., ,. '!::.;;;· ' i, ' ,. 

_:_:·;'.• >· ~::: ,·,.,·;_::'' .;•·.'·.(; :·!;'•• ·1,.'r.•,r;. ''.. •--~r' 
. , . : .r\~ ;:'.~~(!;\ 

,,.,; :~. ·.: ;.:t.'.{ . 
•.. "'"-h•! 

. ':'-'!'::·j:_ .. ,, ... 
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calls upon all administrations 

I. t• survey the existing telecommunicatidns end other infrastructtirai 
fecili ties in rura1 area~ to i'dentl.fy' the need for telecommunication 
services to b.e provided in sl.tch" tire0s, 

.. : i 
2 to bear in mind the requirements for rural telec<ilnmunication~ in 
their general planhlng, 

3. · to coopet-Jte with other adminis.tra1Xons·· and international bodies to 
1·'- identffy ap\:lrcipd.ate technologies and logistig ,support meptianisms in order to 

:8ccel~rate rural telecommunications development,. · '· 

4. to integr11te the reauirements of other users of telecommunications 
including broadcasting in the rural areas with the public network to avoid 
wasteful use of.resources and duplication of services 

,. .·. ""{)':':.'. i 
requests· , J=v·.·, 

I. the technical assistance institutions to assist the countries in 
the above activities, particularly in identifying appropriate technologies 
and logistics support mechanisms, 

· I~·· ··•. :':(•" .• ••,"•(•: ',.;,;mi;•:·: .1 ·" •• , ' 

"\!H~·,·:.\';< .. -·~ :···· .• • . 

2/ the ·financing institutions to. support projects for r~ra1· telecom-
munication· development and particularly tha'W to be launched for identifying 
appropriate technologies and logistic support mechanisms, 

calls upon 

·· ·· · ·'.1!T'i!" ";· ;. •. ' ( . .': 

ITU and PATU to ... organ~s<il. seminars on ''l'.Uf!ll ·telecommunications ·develop-
• . . •'I '-• • • '• '-· ,. ·. ·· · iiieii t: 

. -.. ·- ,·'. ~ . . . •, ' ...... 
. . -~ 

·~· .·. 'ii.! '· ! .. 

" ··r!W" ······. 

; . . ~ ·-·-2' .. 't 

. ,., 
. ·· . . : ; '.· -~, . 

. , . .. 

-f. ! • 

··.·· 
(' ;, . .. ··: 

L 
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SOURCE; 3rd African Telecommunications 
Conference C!d/113 9 ( XXXVI I ) 

Appendix l" (REC.13) Monrovia, Liberia· ; . ,. 
R-19 December 1990 

f) 

' .. •' 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

RECOMMENDATION NO. I3 
SATELLITE TELECOMMUNICATIONS . ., . '·· 

·' . ~ ',.,_.,. i- ·'. 
;{ :. : 

: :: .... ', i·.··:._· ,·' 'I, 

The 3rd African Telecomibunications Confe_re_nc~ .· Monrovia, Liberia, 
~-!9 December I980) ., \ 

_, ;. 

' .. · ".,having eirnmined. . .: ·'' 1 • :.• • j J. ·' 

,-. ' 

the .P.','~tj'el)t. sta;t~ of, satellite;Jel<>.communi•cations .-fo the African 
·countries and their integration into the PANAFTEL network, 

considering .. : ' .. , -

a) Resolution NO. '7~4, adopted in Monrovia Liberia) in -Tuly 19~9 by the 
Council of Ministers of the Organization of A~rican Unity, on the regional 
satellite telecommunications network for Africa, 

' . 
-b) Resolution No. 8I3, adopted at Freetown Sierra Leone) in Tune I9go by 
the Council of ·Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, on the 
activities of the Pan-African Telecommunications Union, 

noting 

a) the vast possibilities offered by satellite telecommunications and 
the technical facilities they can provide 

b) of the activities conducted by a number of organizations in the form 
of feasibility studies wholly or par.tially devoted to the implementation 'of 
a regional satellite telecommunications network for Africa, 

considering 

the Recotnmendation of the "Committee of Eleven" of the Pan-African 
Telecommunications Union meeting in Kinshasa Zaire) from 2~ to 29 November 
I980, 

aware 

of the overriding need to combine efforts in a joint action, which 
is more effective end more enconomical, 



.. ~ 

:.'.\.' 
.•• ! • ••• 

1,. ":- ' " 

noting 

. I 
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•' 

the .concern·".O.f t.he,. Afr.i-can. countries to give the highest priority 
to the PAJ:<AF'l'EL. networ!t now be.ing~ i.nstalled 

' : ,. ' ...... . 

'c conSidering " 

that the use, in the morE! or less. distant' •·future of a regional 
satelli t'{l ne,~woi:i< should: already be th~. subject;·~~ ~PJ;>ropriate ·studies 

recommends 
:;,_· .,,,-~~-' -·~·· ~·---
•.... -·., ..... 

. that the African regional. organiza,j;.:i,ons concerned and the intere.8-
ted internat.ional agencies should'" cooperat;e closely 'and combine their 

. ' .. 'I~:! . .. . .. . . . .. : . : • 

··efforts·~q unde,rtaking a single study, 

requests ... . ..... •· .. 

the 
cooperation 
he·, sees fit 

·.'·) 

.JC 

" 
.); '· .... 

. ' . ' • . ··1 ! (.' • 
Secretary General of the Organizatiori'·of·A'frican Uni'ty, in 
with, the Secretary General. vf PATU.- 'to'..,talte·whatever action , .... , '.. . 
for the il>mplementation of this Recommendatio(l, ... 

. ' : ~ \ . ; j· \ ~- f r ' .· f:''; ; I ., . 
';,:.' 

',._ 
'' 

··.: 

; i 

" 
:-·.· 

°'. -~·-"' -·· 

( 
... ,.-: 

L 
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SOURCE: 

-. " •, .. 

,, 

' i' . 
3rd Afri:can ·Telecommunications 
Conference 
Monrovia, Liberia 
.\l-I9 De_ce!Db,er ~-lj)B,Q 

. .,.., I -·,· .... r ... · .. .::: 

" ·_ " I I.• 
,· 
,.~ ' 

;,,, .. , 

''I ,• 

. ',( 

.. , -. 

I/.,! -' '. ··. 

' ' 

.:. 

• ·,; ,::- • 1./ 

' . '\ 1~ 

{,.: 

J_I(;.;~ 

~ r; - ThE> 3rd,Afri_can Telecommunications Conference (Monrovia), 8"-I9 December 
1980, '~. 

,., ; ,_ 

..11),, . .. ,tha'.(: dur:ing·;the·;next few' years, ·!IF -and· 1i8F planniilg'-i?.?p:i:e~:3,;6es.:ror 
,; \ !l,le,,sound radio .. and televisi6nt;broadcasting services 'will take place in' 

Region :t):.-.. .~'.-.i, . .: .. ,,, ~;··--~·'',.. - - • 1.1,· ~~-.... I''., · > ... · " . .i::·: 

' • ~ • ,. ' • • ' . "''·' 1 b) ,the diff:ic.ulties encountered at previous· planning' conferences 
t_he.-;J,aqk of,propagation ·qata.:iri'-'Africa, ' ' · ' · · ~ · 

( i 
owing to 

• ~ I ' 

conscious 

of.:the·.:need .for. :good preparation at the.-natio1;1a.l lel(_el· aw:I of effective 
coordination ·at the :regional. level with a view .to the fortlfooniing' planning 
conferences, 

•. "'' 
-i: 

•"': - • -t'I.- ~. -~ . '1 • 

. :1: : • I, I,! • • · •' '-;)! ·:;-·.· ... . , 
a) that the Final Acts of the I977·World Adminiitrative--satellite Broadcas-
ting Conference will come into force.diiring the Decade, an~ having.regard to 
the different modes1.of.:.reception and tYP.es .of'.receive'r'i(envisaged -f~t this 

·new .. service,~- - ....... -- - -- · ··~- ·- -~ · 

.. t--.. ":- ' • "...,,.; ' ·::..;· ,_ ' ·-~. 

: b) ' -,;·;1;he .poss:i:bility of- us±rig a common sub-regl:onal· sateilli t~··:ro~ a:i.~e9t 
'.' broadca,;i;t.ing; .. , . .,, 

c) ·, · . .'·. J:he ~ra,pid '.development ·of the--br.oadcasting 
for that service now in progress or planned,-' ' 

service-and the major'projects 
' ' ~ - . ,, .... • . 

' ; : '•• · • .:. i. • , ',' '; • :;, , , I • • • t:<· •, 

.d), · , '.:the need.for ·:that service .to have 'qtiaiified::staff i:n.~sUfficientr.<riuinbe:rs 
· t~ m~~t -P.~~sent, and· future;requirements,'; '.J:·.'.~',/'· ' - . -~"~·. ·~ - ;·; >--· ·' 

I ' ·, ' _,;',").:; 

J 
e) the·. rapid development of technology and the introduction of entirely 
new systems: of broadcasting> 

· .. , 

. '.· .. 

,/ 
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f) the iiilport~nce of exchanges .of news, economic, politicai; "s.ooial and 
cultural programmes among African coUn.tries, ·and partillularly Within the 
frameW01:'k of the New World for InforllJ!ltion,_ 

g) difficulties in the .rapid exchange of news via the existing t6lec011DDunica­

.~~o~s)1e~~'~ ~~;t"e~n Af~{~~n cciW:it~i.e~ and jiJ>:e nEi~? to av~~<tJr.~m~:Lt . 

. ~MP~id'f,,J,!;i;e, eo11t1n~~~ . .,f,t .~, ,E),,f~P~d. ~-x~~~~.?.~/.:?~· .g~~o~~~"l;J'1"~o }'-~-- ~<!~!11.:j-f~~l 
,•r!.; -- ,'·'·-<': •· .. ,)-.;'-'i:., '·';:~·~.:·.;~ .. ~i-;.,.'..:f1ttr,; .. r.i 1 :;· -i.!!c· 'j'J;1 ·•'··:-~!J~· 

h) the relevant recoinmendatioris of URTNA concerning the sound' radio and 
television requirements in:PAN;\FTEL, 

· " .: ·:. r;;:f ~ ... -: 
.P the lack of an· outli!le pliln fof the cl,e;eloi:iDi~rit o'f· broadcasti~~;.:~iilf~·,.g;.. 
truotUfes_·,. · '. .. ·. . ·· ''·· · ·r·c•. · "": .:, ;-: 

'·•.'= • 
' ;· • )J ",>,''. r• • •• • : ·;1_-:>.·: 

that most Afri'pan broad'casting 
.·· .. ·· " j) organii;;ations have '!.C?::.P),a_~~!)g departme,h.ts, 

·.·.-
• -. ·- • ~.l, ""-~ : . • • • 

. ,,.k) that.it.is necessary.,to ina~urate cibse coordination·at'the"piaMirig 
•(tag~ )~iltto~; ;tii~: ~oDml?~ :«~~i-i~~ · -i:e1ecommiinication seryices' ani:l "broadcas.ting 
to avi>id duplicati.ori and· easµr.e, the optimum use of national reeoilrces,. · 

' .... 

. .. . . . . 
.. . 

1) the need, .as in .. the case of tele.comm~ication· ai:lmini·strat;ions; i:o - ' 
. Organise regulu meetings"iunong broadcasting organisations. tci c'oordinate 
their technical and train;ing activities, 

t1 ', I ' 

recommends that 
\' : . ' .. ''.' ·~·· -.. .,.,,,,_ ' .!.- -~ '-. " 

···.' J,;. A, Training_; . 
• '·L.- ~ • -.-

' ·•.• • .,., •:.:L .: i/J, 

I, Adniinistrations should ,~' : 

make arrangement's for sateii:i.te brq~_\lcasting to be'"inciuded as. soo~ as 
po~s~ble{:\:~. t~<;lhni_ci!lns 1 -:!';raining, progr1wnes,r. ·.it . ·'-' · J ' ·::' ( ··' 

. . "·'-• ' ··,. ~:::· -. ·<:· , .. 11 . ,~ -.. '· •:·;~ . -·~·- ~'-.- . :1: ' 

.. 2. ITU,'. in collaboration with tJltTNA .a~<;! the_,financing.'-institutlons'should 
. . ~- •/. . - '.-.- ~ 

2, I. take immediate steps to establish "training centres for ;inter­
.mediate .. and -~U;IVfl:nCed. lev~l, .. techniqians:r:l_n .the techniqUeS of'•the'-PrOdUct:i.an, 
transmission and reception Of sound, ra~li.O and. television programmes; .,_ .. ' . 

2.2. 
a se~tor for 

enco~ag~ _teiecommllll,:i,ca_t:i.ans training--insti tutes·:to 
broadcasting training,-• , i' ·· · i-,_, , ·, 

. ' . 

0.rganise. 
.;: .~ ';. . \ .' 

... ~.a.,~.. -:·· .. ~ke ,a _survey o:t;,the b!Coaclcasting service'_-s oit~ff arid.t~'."i~.i-~ 
requirements and should prepare individual country- or regional· training'·.­
schemes for the training of staff; in ~11 aspects of broadcasting techniques, 

-.-...... 
.l'·' 

";;.. ·' : " 

._;-; 
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3, ITU, 'in collaboration with PATU, URTNA and the financing 
j_nsti tuticns shotrld 

3.I. organise preparatory seminars for African technicians in good time 
for the for.thcomin.g pla11ning cnnferences, 

"' ~ ::, ~ t '. :, : . . 
3, 2, organise seminars on sateili te broadcasting for African technicians, 

3. 3. provide 
techniques and 

extensive and continuous 
on the exper~~=·ce, gained_ 

information on 
' 

;:::c'~-?lli te broadcasting 
in this field, 

~ •. :.:-w• ' ·~· ~; 

3.4. prganise informatio11 semin'ars f·or Af-rican technicians on the new 
broadcasting techniques, preferably-in.an appropriate industrial environment, 

L· c. ; Exchange o+ _ progra1nme~ .. : ... 
4, ITU should . ' 

' 

4,I, make all suitable arrangements in the implementation of P!JN AFTEL' so 
that sound, radio and television programmes can be exchanged with sufficient 
speed and reliability to ensure that news i terns .do .. not los<1 j:he:i,r topicality, 

5. ITU, in coi.J.ab;~ati~~ with liRTNA, ~hould ' · 
., 

~--' ~ ~ •t "~ " •.• ' .... • (. • ' ' • .... , :; 

5, I. draw up an e.ppropr;.ate routing plan for the exchange of programmes on 
the basis of PANAF'rEL, .. ., . . , ·,;.,,._· .J. •':' •• 

DQ Plnn.nj_ng and Coordination 

G, ITU, in .collaboration with URTNA, should 
. '., 

. ' . , - . . .. 
G.I. assist African 
set for the Transport 
long-term development 

B!'oadcasting Orge.nisations, on the basis of the targe71s­
and Comn1unications Dec8.d~: in Africa,· to .:pr,epaI'.e· detailed 
plans and to set up planning departments attached to the 

broadcasting service in eech national organisation, 

G_.2. maI{9. every 
:i.mplemeritat5.on· of 

. ~··· ' { 
effort to mobilise the cr~clits necessary for tli.e study'and 

7, 

pls.ns; ' ' '. ... 
Th.;'. 'i'nter-Agencji Coor'dination Cammi tfee should:,,"-," . '· --- . ' ·~ . ; 

7, I. fol.low up the carrying out of the Decade Programme and the ti1~ely 
implementatio11 ·of ;the proje,cts !:)earing' directly or indir.ectly on broadcasting . - '- . - . - . . - ' . ' ..... - . ' ) 

, 
1 

included in_ the programme f'or ·the f'irst pha·se of the Decade • 

... • '. •-':, ..l 

;.\._._' : ... 
i: · ... r,; 

·~ . "" ,, • J 
\ ' ... { ".'.' 

. .. .. 
. . - ' .. ' ) .... 

. '· ·"' •,' ' . ' 

'. 
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8 - 19 Deqember 1980), 

.IIBC01\ITvIEND11TION NO. 1 5 

i;!AINTEhANCE 

CM/1139 (XXXVII) 

APPENDIX I (REC.15) 

.Original: English 

.... ' 

The 3rd African Telecommunicatipris (;onference (lVionrovia, 

Liberia, 8 19 December 1980); 

fully satisfied 

by the contribut.ions submitted by PA'I'U and the ITU and by 
- ' -

the discussions Which b-ear witness .to the interes't they have 

aroused among participants, 

. - a) 

considering 

Resolution C:1v1/Res. 
" -

.munications network,_ 

·. ·,c 

654 (XXXI) on the £an~African telecom-

b) _ Resolution Cm/res. 754 (XliXII) Rev.1, on a regional satellite 

telecommunications network adopted b;y the UAD Conference qf .Heads 

of State and Goverrunent held., in l•ionrov:ia; in 'July 1979, . 

c) Resolution Uu1/Res. 802 (XXXV) on the establishrµent of the 

Pan-1•frican ·telecommunications network (1' Al:faFTEL), adopted by- the 

OAU CQ.ni'.m.J;'!lnce ,o:t'.'..E!eadlll.uQfi_j_~ta:te,_and .. _ ~over.runent .q_eld in Freetown 

in July 1S8o, 

d) Resolution C.M/Res. 813 (.l\.XXV) on the activities of l'ATU 

adopted byythe OAU Conference oif Heads of State and Government 
I 

held in Freetown in July 1980, 



' 
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e) Resolution .i;,1HG/Res. 1 (II) on the Lagos '>Ction Plan 

adopted ,bY th~ OAU E~:traordinary t..:onference of. Heads of >:>tate and 

Goverrunent, 

f) Resolution hes• 32/160 adopted, at its ::i2nd session by tho 

United Nations General 'iBSembly, on the fransport and Communications 

Decade in iifrica, 

g) Resolution No. 10 off the 2nd Gonference of 2'>frican Telecom-. . 
munications ..-id.ministrations in Kinshasa, · 

. 
h) the importance Of tho regional satelli t_e tol0c.i:l;nn1w1ications 

network for ;;frica1.: "AFROS.AT" and 'its maintenance, 

·.·'.'·· .. 

desirous 
" . 

a) of implementing an efficient l'an-lifrican telecommunications 

network, 

b) of maintaining good service quality and network availability, 

conscious 

a) of the d~plorable state of several systems already-in 

service owing to the inadequacy of their maintenance, 

b) of the diff.icul -pies resulting from : . 

a) the length of the radio-relay arteries to be maintaiD12;d, 

b) . c.oordination problems, 

c) the geographical and climatic conditions of· certain , 
African countries, 
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• 

the amount of the investments made by the Governments of 

ll'iember Countries in the development and modernization of national 

and international networks, 

aware 

that maintenance constitutes tpday a first priority Obligation 

for telecommiinications lid.ministrations, 

considering 

a) that the 

efficient if good 

are guaranteed, 

l'.l!N.t!FTEL network, when implemented can only be 
\ 

coordination and efficient operation and maintenance 

b) that regular traffic and service quality measurements 

constitute the basis of : 

a) the maintenance and imporvement of the existing network, 

b) network planning, 

c) the dimensioning of future extension of the network, 

c) that good hwnan relations facilitate good understanding among 

network staffs and the solution of the problems involved in the opera­

tion and maintenance of the links entrusted to them, 

d) that maintenance can cnly be ensured by qualified and 

trained staffs, 

e) that efficient maintena.t}ce cannot be guaranteed yvi thout ... ~'.'.::.· .. 

adequate stocks of spare parts, 

, 
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f) that systems cannot be maintained without effective and 

approp:i;'.iate measuring instruments and a we11...:organ'iz'ed maintenance 

cen..tre, .. 
~' .. 

invites 

A. The African Telecommunications 11dministrations : 

1. to devote all the material and human resources necessary 
; .. ·' ~. ,. 

for maintaining the national and international arter·ies of the 
·'-·-·· 

PANAFTEL network situated on their national te:i;+itories in good 

working order, while observing all the relevant ITU Recommendations, 
' 

in particular the Recommendations of the UCIR and the CCI'l'T, 

\ .. : .. 
2. to ensure, by t)1e relia:bility measurements submitted by 

the suppliers and by the analysis of breakdowns reported by _other 
~· ' . . ' 

Admi.nistrations using the same equipment, that the stock of .spare 

parts prmvided in any c9ntractis genuiiliely sufficient to guarantee 
·-·' . . . 

optimum service quality, witjiout involvi4g excessive imlnobilization 
. • . i 

of financial resource.s, ' ' 

3. .to 'pi;:ovide a clause irt contracts for the purchase'- ·of 

equipment; ·on the training of staffs for the management and maintehance 
"""'··· . 

of the fii?twork, requiring the supplier to provide a training programme 

and a maintenance guide, 

3.1 to require the suppliers of telecommunications equipment 

when preparing and submitting tenders to take due account of 

geographical and climatic conditions in the manufacture of equipment 

to be installed in Africa, to observe normal prices/terms and 

conditions of payment, and to guarantee the supply of spare parts 

throughout the lifetime of the equipment, 
\ 



' 
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3. 2 . 
. ···-'·· 

·to. calculate with scientific· exactitude the quantities 

of spare parts required to minimize financial charges and .to 

ensure against any fail~re of supply, 

3.3. to keep. up to date accurate statistics of any inci-

dents that occur so as to improve the management of spare part 

stocks, 
. : ~ ,. ,: 

3 •. 4 to exchange and compare· '-these sta.tistics with those of 

other"l!dJil'inistrations who ari3 users' rff the same equipment, 

4. .\.• to take particular care to see that p'reve.i:itive; 

corrective and qualitative ·maintenance progr'aillmes are carried out. 

regularly· and completely SO as' to avoid any deterioration Of the 

equipment, 
.. ' 

4.1 to give particu1aF attention· to the 'establishi:rient and 

maintenance.of· local networks without which' good s~rvice'quality 

cannot· l:le obta!ined, ·: . .J. •' _., ...... 

4.a to guarantee the profitability of t'lle':major invest;.; 

ments on switching and transmission equipment carried out on the 

national and· international P.tiNaFTEL .iietWork, 

5. to·arrange regular exch'anges of maintenance and 

operating staffs among countries in a given sub--region or in.the 

region as a whole, 

.-·, ... 

• 
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The 3rd African 
Decemb!3,r.I980) 

-- :l. 

considering 

.1·· 

Original: English 

RECOMMENDATION No 
' .. 

TRAINING 

Telecommunications Confer~nce(Monrovia, Liberia 
•• 1··· 

.''.!;' 

. ·. 

a) . . the UN General Assembly Resolution· No. ·32/I~O, proclaming the yePrs 
: 1. • • . '. . ' •• - • - • . , ; ••.• . , • _ •jr 

"!9~R.-I98.'.''. .:the Transport·, and Communi"cations Decade in Africa to 'fpcus world 
" 'fr. : ~- · · . · ' · ; ·· . . ' · • · . ,., (H · 

"attention on. the .need. for rapid de:Velopment of transport and"coimilunicetions 
in Africa~ 

b) that reliable and adequate teleccimmunications form an essential 
p:r;e;l".e_i:misi te ,fo;r;r· th"" so.ci.al· and e.conomicJ;de.velopment of Af~ica, 
••• ,,; J •• • -·-· • • • • • • ·:. • •• 

c) that heavy investments have been and are continuing to be made in 
the telecommunications. sector .. .- .. ,,,.., -' . -. . . . - ·:-- -

d) that training .is e.ssentia·l ;for all. facets· of'·'1!ei':j:iic6~unications, 
•(:.. ·incltlding m~nagement" i>ienni~g. operation and mainfot'latice . 

' . . . . 

·-.. , ·. 

'"' ,· 

conscious . • .. 
.. '.:', ·_~:. 

a) of the gen<>r.e.:k.lack of skill_ect manpower at all levels of telecom-
riju11icati·on administrations in Africa .ffi>r· meeting. their ·ri.{ji'ifr"iiments 

· :e·1ml ting in dependence on foreign expertise, 

i·.······ .. ·· . :·.: _:,. 
b) of" the ·nigh. cost of training investment which is often beyond 
the resources of A'frican countrieS, 

~oting with appreciation 

a) the continuing efforts of the countries o:f; .:Africa in prov·fd·ing 
training/~··.: · · · 

". 
b) the assistance provided by international, regiontil "nd sub-regional 
organisations (ECA ECO\l'AS. ITU. Ptq'U. UAPT UNDPu,_, etc). in the develop­
ment Of··,manpower resources for· tele9ommunications·.r~( .. 



. ,\. 
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the 
the Decade 
for Africa 

plan of'..~ct:i.on as detailed in the ITU' s preliminary proposals for 
and the ECA document on the UN Transport and Communications Dec~de 
I978-I987 Nos. E/CN, I4/72G .~o1,,,I .,and II, 

,.. :.· ... : ;'T· r;,-:·· ·,·. ,) .. , .. · 
» ·,":'C. 1: · · .. ~ .• ·r<.:··•;!• :_:.· 

calls upon 
.,: .. , .. 

I. all Goverrunents -and· telecommunicat-i:on ·administrations to give high 
priority to training of personnel at _alLlevels·in their plans, 

-:·.?t ·'· .·· . . 
··• t-•r·': · ·· ··<~; 

provi'de 'for fun;ling from all! ,··sources, including ·:o. .: ,. ,. . . 

·:·.,-,. 

2. al;I. Goverrunents ·t·o 
UNDP coi:iiit:,_,y ·m:'Qjpt!jlllllleS 1 
;~·}·:. ·n, . 

3. a1.1 administrations to conduct. t:ra;ining needs slri:veys and provide 
-~ •• t • 

tN,ining facilitiesLfbr all levels on. c.ountrywise; ·sub-regional or regional 
''.;b'asis · a.11 .• 9~cessaryi; .. ··~"' '.: ·:· · 

4. .al]. .administrations to ·a:l:llfancre for asststarice through bilateral, 
·lnU:1tilateral or international te'cbnical coope~ation agep.cies in carrying 
the studies/surveys and in setti!l!;. up training fa·cilities, 

.. f .-· 
'·. 0 ''. "\. . . 1 ~ ' 

requests ''" ' .•. 

• •• • • ; J ·'. '.) ,. • ... ' .­

',., ' 
.-.·. 

·.·. 

out 

I, UNDP and other financing institutions"to consider. favourably proposals 
for assistance in : 

. r : .. ,-;, .. :,_;,: •: .. ·· r. r · 
·1 •. • i..t·· 

a) studie;s ·arid surveys of ._Jra:).n:l:tg needsr, 
'···l· .. 

.:··c: 

b) setting up training cen.tres, .. Prl!Paratiori ·of courses, et·c,.,, 
operation·of the trainiiig.centr~s in the initiai stages, 

c) provision of funds. for. fellowships, 

.. 

and 

2.I. PATU to coordinate efforts of Member· countries in.tpe setting up of 
mpl ti-national' training centres, 

in other African 2,2, 'to encourage and fa·cilitate .. the adinissiciri of 'trainees 
, . .,in,.titutes as•well as ex~hani:;e of·;.instructcir 'staf':f,' "·· •.c···. . . . . .. . .. . .-.. : ' . 

' '• '. :: 
. . .:.-::'" ' a. ITU arid PATU to"disseminate information on the availability of courses 

in different African and other institutions, 

4.I. ITU to continue to develop regional and global course development· 
resource centres under the CODEVTEL scheme with a view to standardisation of 
training, 

4,2, to assist countries, in cooperation with other international, rei:;ional 
and sub-regional organisations, in implementing the Plan of Action for the 
Decade as already endorsed. 
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\ :. .i. ·, . .' ,/< 

Original: English 

RECOMMENDATION No. !7 
ROUTING PLAN - CENTRAL AFRICA SUB-REGION 

The 3rd African Telecommunications Conference tMonrovia, Liberia, 
8-I9 December I980) 

considering 
i' 

the objectives of the .. Organisatfon of African Unity defined at the time 
the PANAFTEL network was initiiitecf ' 

. '..u;..: 
····- wel'coni:ii~if··-····-:·-·-

· .. 
··-··---- ····--·--. --·-··" 

''".. / 
: .. •-,,: 

the~ Pi'?~iess already-fuade in the'· sub-region in the implementation of 
trunk transmission arteri,es,· ,. , 

. ' 

' 
. , ,. ·,. . ' • .,.,_having examined·· 

• ; - • c •• l.. ., ,. 
'·'· 

th'e report on the routing plan in the Central Africa Sub-_Region su,bmi tted 
by the I-TU Secretariat, ,,., .. 

approves 

the routing plan for .the Sub-regfon presented in Document .PANAFTEL/CONF/80/ 
No, 22, 

recommends 

that.Administrations in the Central Africa Sub-region"should, as.far as 
·possible ·use e:rdsting transnu~sion ·arteries between the States of' the Sub-reg.ion 
in accordance with the rou.t~-~g plan adopted, 

invites_ \1-' 

the Administrations ·of the Sub-reg~on to inJ~--~ate 
their e:rci t points for the routing of traffic fi-0m .. ~ha to 
taking int~ acceunt existing· facili·ties and those planned 

. .. ~ 

as soon as possible, 
other Sub-regions, 
for the near future . 



' 

,., ' r· 
r ... ..-1, .. •.• .. ~ ··:'• . 

. .· ;·•: ·,-:·•1<' .-, ... ~ .. ; '. 

... f'.if',! ., ... 

- ,~,·-··: \ 
; • ... _:··.,' c. 

., .. ;· r~ 1' '· • 

. • 
''·; 

. ,. . .. "0Mji1~9 (XxXvII) .. ,., . 
.,. . , .• !' ·'°)" ' •. ' 

.-------·-·-. 
Source: 3rd .ll.frican Telecommunications Original': French 

• . . . I 

Con~erenp,~,,,,0'.: ·\ ~ : ,, .;-:-­

MC\firovia;~- Libetia· · 

8-19 De~ember 1980 
,,. ' ____ ....... . 

. . . ."'" 
:,. . '·. ,,:, 

\ ..... 
RESOLUTION NO .• 1 

UNITED N llTIONS TR!\.NSPORT II.ND COl'IIT1IDNICAT.IONS 
,..,.,, ; . l ; .. 

.' l> • ,~<f'.;' '!•' , I ·-. • .- r" ·, r;j ,._ .. , .. : 

··DECADE' IN .\FRICA• ' . ·, ' .•.. ~. '"j·"'; 

J - • 

:;l ri1: '1 '.1 

( ' f 

The 3rd .ll.frican Telecommunications .Confer:ence,.,,meeting in Mpnrovia, 
.. f ., ''i"'. - . • · 1 ·, ._ • ·•. } . r .- •' ·-· · · • - · · - · i' 1 L 1 1. · -' · · 

Liberi.~~ .. f~~ro' a ··to 19 Dedembe:t' J..g8o, to revrew ··all clif>ret'it' :Pr~blems 
U':,'.I ·.' .! .· .. 

. raised by the development and operation of nation.al .netwqrkS." and thkir 

intercorinection to form the Pan-African T~lecoll)Illu,ri.ications .. Network, 
,_. ·' r. • t' . •. ''•_• :.· ,. • .·1;:1 .:·."' . 1 r '."·" 

and the Communicat1ons .Seo,:J:;.orJ.si.f:i:rst .phase programme .of• .. the United 
, .• , .-,T"./r"iJ\ -;·< :·.·.;.._·._: - J.~·:-'1.E;; "•),, .. . • 

Nat±ons Transport and Communications Decade in A.frica (:q;NT !\cpA:), 
; - . .. -

. Considering Resolution No, 32/160 adopted ~y t'\i.e United Nations 

Genefai · Assemb}Y,;. ~~')'\ep.ember '19;l,7 ,tl~e:c.~'#'irg. ~hG ;;~rirpd' • l~78"'-l9~~·;.~~·~; 
. - - - ·: - -· 1 0'1·:·~"?1 .' ·. ,1 __ • '-·' ' .. : 

be tp.e :£r~.sport·· anti Comuiunicatioiu.s .. Decade ·in A.:frica, .. · 

Having noted the Internatio~al Telecommu~ic~tions,Un~on's pre-
. . ; . ' ( ' - ' . ' . ' - . . 

limin~y proposals fqr· tlie telec.ommun:i.cations .. sector· ·and 'the .'Ul'Il'.!\CDA.:t 
,C-. , , . - {' , : . ' • -, !, :·:·~I ·. • ' I:•·,_• . • :·)! !-'. J 

programme which· ii;i·corp.or~te,ifi. the:;ie · Jlroposals,"' · .. ",. ~·. " · '·· ·· 
" . 

Con.~idering iihat tele'6~~~ications constitute tod.ay ~aii ind is-

pen sable ··.d.r:Lvii;ig 
of any" ~'~u:t;.t~y, · 

: 1 ' ; ,,..,. 

mechanism for the economic and social" development 
•. 

Recognising that the absence or inadeQuaoy of telecommunications 

constitutes a serious handicap to developme~t and to the normal.working 

of all the sectors of activity of a country, 
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Consider;i.ng that Africa is the continent with the lowest tele­

phone density, 

Having noted . 

(a) the serious difficulties in the operation of national networks, 

which provide inadequate and often inferior.services, provoking cri­

ticism from .users, and preventing telecommuni.cations from playing 

their essenti~ role as an· infrastructur~ which should facilitat~ 
and promote the .social and economic develo.pment,of the country, 

. . 
(b) that, despite the unquestionable progress made in.thebrin-

. ging into service of the PANliFTEL network, many items GiffQc~lttto -· . . 
install but vi:tal to intra-African telecommunications have not yet 

·•een installed, 

Considering that efficient management is. an essential condition 

:Jfor the services provided by any organisation, 

Having noted the .variety of more or less efficJ:ent systems of 

organisations in African Telecommunications Administrations, 

Recognising the need to evaluate, and review existing ·policies, 

procedures iJnd structures and to m8ke the necessary changes and 

adjustments, 

Considering that~:· for optimum social and economic prog:r;-ess, it 

is essential to have a national·. development plan and plans for sec-· 

tors Sllch. as telecommunic.ations, . 
r 

Having noted that many interface problems and' delays in brin­

ging. into service of installati.9ns in Africa result from a lack 

of appropriate planning, 

... 
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(a) that .. training; which should be a continuous process, plays 
~ .'. . ..., 

an extremely important role in telecommunicati9ns 

···. 

( b) the Lagos Action Plan adopted by the o AU Extraord-in~y ~Meeting 
of Heads of· State and Government held in Lagos in April· 1980, 

Reaffirms 

(a) its support for the strategies and Plan of Ac_tion of the 

African Tr.ansport and Communications Decade programme proposals_ 

for the teleco~unication sector as given in d~cU:ment PANAFTEL/ 
. ' 

CONF/80/No. 5, entitled "Transport and Communications Decade in 

..\frica : ITU Preliminary.Proposals for t:p.e Telecommunications Sector" 

and EC.\ document PANAFTEL/CONF/80/No. 15, detailing the .apprq;red 

programme o'f aption for the UNTACDA as incorporated in the Lagos 

Plan of. Action, 
L, 

(b) its.determination to endeavour to meet at least the various 

targets set out in theJdocument' for the Decade, 

9A1LS UPON ~~~J?~;R c.o~NTRIES 

1. to review their respective plans of action and taking into 

account all the internal and external.human, technical and 

financial resources at their disposal, set ·themselves rea­

lis·t;ic targets that will at least reach a growth· rate of 

14~ per annum, 

2. to submit proposals on the revision of the Phase I programme 

to ECA Secretariat by end of January 1981 so as to facili­

tate presentation of such proposais to the forthcoming Con­

ferenee of Minis_ters of Tran~port·,1. Communications, Informa­

tion and Planning in Nairobi, March 1981, 

3. to establish and/or expand and reinforce planning units within 

their re.spective organisations which will have the capacity: 

• 'f .. 



J 
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a) to draw up and to subsequently update a comprehensive long 

term .plan. that, ·I'.egulates i;he human, .. :t~chnic.ai···ana' financial 
---·---

resource;$, ..... :~·.:., · . ., .. , 
- ,_ :.:.:.:.'...::......- :.. ... -.-----

. . .. b.). to ·foriiiuiate. ~a,nd to fbllow up short term pl8n~ ineludi,ng 

.--· .. 
...• ,. 

· : ··investment plans, 

4. to intrcduce "dppro'priate:man·agement' ~~licie.E) and precedures 
.-·, ·-' . 

con111}ensurat~ with the neec'ls .Qt'.: the ·t~lecommunic.atio!ls. sector, 

inc.lud.ing c;iorrtllid'er!J,tion. of. reorganfsiti.on o;f·:.se·r'vices,' .... 

' as rieces~ary; total or ,'_~ar:tia)l. se~§l:ratfon f'i'.oni :·the~ ;ostal. 

sector; c.lear definiti6rF'df 'i1~ti~.s and :responsab.:i) .. i ties. of 
. ,. J ;-' " - . . .. . ... : ,· : . . ,_::,; ._1; ,_; 

·st.ai'f,. ·t.ogether with :the means for its. rriotivati·cn, ·etp.·, 
: · .. r c . _1 ~~ ·~·: :x: ·· ~ · · . ~\ 

,.'('lith 'a view to providing efficient tele>rn.µunui'.iicatioris, 
... . . . •, ,., . : l '> ... '-~- _, .. 

5 •. to accelerate th!l prcivisiori: of. j; b'.-orient~d"tr:aining to all 
-- , , • c • . • - • . . . t '. 

levels· of sta~f wh.erever possible at national centr\3'8 ·c·om-

··• p:J.:emented by sub-regional and region?-1 t-raining. ce!l:f'£.i;ls 
which are to be operated.' fo:r the b.en:e.f'J,:t-·u:t'·;"groups of countries, 

·- - - . - ' __ .,_ ... 

6, t; acceler'-te ... th'e·'impieill'~!ltation of the PAN.AF'l'EL.network 
. --····· . . 

\'. . ........ £L anff'"t.o .ensure its proper operation and maintenance by p;J'.'07; 

.... , viding the necessary logistic support as. well as t:q,e in-
-'· ' 

trodti'ction of appr9priate tariffs and accounting procedures, 
'-

7. to pay special and . accrue a· att~n ti on to the development of 
•") .. " . ' .. : . 

telecommunication. in tlie"'rural arce as· where· the majority'." 
~ . - - . ' ' ·-

of the population reside, 
'· . 

8. t() :--Prov:i,d.e .fµll and ·effective natiori~wide radio broada.a~.ting 
coverage and, to the extent possible., TV coverage :but ·en­

suring that adequate w.,ays and means are founff for .the acqui­

si tiori of receivers and for the production of.relevant and 
' ' . ,, . 

apvropriate progr~es to meet the edµcational and social 

needs of the masses of the population, 

. ), . ' 
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-.!... • ·' 

9. to man~facture_ certain 

equipment:"for national 

- j • 
. ... ~ :- /". -: ; ·! 

· .... 
~-·. 

i tein.s qf telecommunication plant and 

and · sb.'S-region~i use with due consi-

deration 'Of the economic viability of the operatipn and 

COllllD.elsurate With the objectiv~s of n~t'iona1'· and sub-. regional 

self-reliance of the member countries, · " 

African. regional and sub-regiona:).' organisations, p8.:rticularly 

the OAU, P.ATU, URTNA, P.ANA, UAPT, • ATU, ECOWA.S, etc., 

. ',· 

1. to assist their member countri,es 

so as to ·achieve the targets .. set . 
. ! 

to harmonize. natiqrial efforts 

in_ the,,U!,il'TACDA pr:~ISraizime, 
. . . . 

2. to. participate aptively·in th~ 
nati'on committee, 

3. to encourage their respective 

timely· fash~on their share of 

conimi tments, 

UNTACDA.. ihter:..agency. cocirdi-

members to implem'ent in a 
' sub-regional and· regional. 

·'. -

4. to act as clearing houses of information with:·a vtew to 
; ~ . ' 

-encouraJ;ing technical cooperation among their members., 
.. \., 0 c · •. •• 

CALLS UPON 
,., . 

Technical cooperation· agencies, particularly UNDP, ITU and UN~~OO 

l. to assist the member countries to carry out comprehensive 

sectoral studies with a view to identifying deveiopment 

constraints and ·indicating appropriate solutions, 

2. to assist in the formulation of technical cooperation projects 

not only for UN~P but also for other multilateral and bila­

teral financing, 

' 
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3. to execute projects in the most effective manner in order 

·to bLtildi..~p the self-reliance capability of member c~untries, 

4. to assi.s:t countries to se.cure financing .for developmen~., 
project.s, 

-~··cALLS 'uPON 
~· --~ ·-·- - ':.'· .. 

EC A in :tts capacity as Lead Age:_!J.SY of the .UNT4-C1JA .Prog.r-amm.e-· 
----·-··-···-···· .. 

. '• ...... 
.. ---·---··--

1. to, continue to coordinate the UNTACDA programme and ·to 

increase :its efforts to mobilis·e resource·s, ·· ,· ·'·. · 
.~.:.Ji. ; 

2. to take.,·ip,to account the sphere oi competence of' the specia­

lised in:ternationa;L and r\;Jgion!ll agencies', su~h ··~s I,TU', 

UNESCO, PATU, UAPT, URTNA, etc., for the identificat:i.on, 

formulation and execution of projects and to consill.l t Viii tl!L 
. ' ' .·. :, . 

·them closely· and adeq_uately, 
) 

3. to monitor the progress of the Decade programme and continue 

to provide member countries with timely information, 

CA.LLS UPON 

Multilater!ll financing institutions, particularly UNDP, IBRD, 

ADB, BADEA, EEC, as well as bilateral financing institutions 

1. to bear in mind the collective targets and objectives set 

in the jii)ecade programme when evaluating national and sub-­

regional development programmes with a view to keeping 

appropriate balance, 

2. to provide adeq_uate financial resources supported by ap­

propriate aid towards institution building with a view to 

maximizing the benefits to be derived by the member countries, 
I 

3. to encvurage and support the building up of efficient ma­

'magement practices, 
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The members of the In:teragehcy, Coordinati°:g Colilin.i tt13e tp , c6n!'lµl t 

with .tlie member countries in order: 

l~ to revise and up-date the projects included ip. the Pl:ie,se I 

programme of the Decade an.a. Submit their- findings to the 

forthcoming meeting of Government Experts to be held in 

Nairobi in Mfirch 1981, 

2. to sj;art·_ ;preparations for the ~hase II programme of the· Decade. -----·- -.- ·····- ... __ -· - .. . 
.. ·-··- ·······---: .. 

( . 

. :t:r ~;:~ .. ·-· .L.:i: 

• i 

. ···' '· 

'.· ..... . . . . ... .. . ' 

. . .. ·•. ' ...... .. :~ .. . 

·-

-. 
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APPENDIX 2 (Res.2) 

Original: French 

Th\3 3rd African 'l'elecommunications Conference,. (Monrovia; 

Liberia, 8-19 December 1980), -' 

Considering 

(a) The Convention of the Pan-African Telecommunications Union 

(PATU), a specialised agency of the OAU, (Addis \baba, Ded!ember 1977), 

(b) the. pertinent resolutions of the Administrative Council. 

of the Union, Resolution ClVI/Res, 813 (XXXV), adopted by the OAU 

Summit Meeting of Heads of State and Governments, held in Freetown 

(Sierra Leone) in July 1980. 

( c) the heavy load of daily responsibilities and the important 

work programme ~ssigned to the Union's General Secretariat by the 

Conference in respect of the Transport and Communications Decade, 

and in anticipation of the World Telecommunications Year in Afri6a 

as well as the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, , . 

(d) that an important Action Plan is to be urgently prepared 

by the General Secretariat, 

Invites the Administrations of all Union Member States t9 make 

an effort to regularize without delay all outstanding matters, and 

in particular: 



a) 

.:. ,_;.> •• 

:P ayinei::vt' of 

1979/1980, 

.... ---·· 
. ··--. .... 
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contributions to the Union bU:dge.t 

1980/1981 in order to faci~~tate 
for 1978/1979, 

' the smooth ,,, ' 

functioning: of the General. Secret~riat, and, .. · 

b) ratification of the Union bonven t:i.on, 
' .... 

'· 
Appeals. to ·all)n'ember s.tates of the OAU which are not yet 

Members· or the Union, ·to accede to the PATU Conven,tion. 
· .. , ; 

, . 
' . 

.... ,. 

.. ··~·~- ... ' 

' ,·.·;· . 

' I. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 3 

CM/1139 (XXXVII) 

APPENDIX 2 (Res. 3) 

Original: French 

FINANCING OF P ,\NAFTEL NETWORK IN QENTRAL 
l\.FRIC A SUB-REGION 

The 3rd. African Telecommunications Conference (Monrovia, Liberia, 

8-19 December 1980), 

Considering 

(a) the·urgent need to ensure the integration of telecommuni­
cations networks among the States of the Central Africa BJ.b-Region, 

(b) the efforts of the suates of the Sub-Region to deve;t.op 

the telecommunication networks of their respective countries, 

(c) that a number of components of the PANl\.FTEL network in 
certain countries in the Sub-Region do not yet have m1y source of 
financing, 

(d) that the implementation of thes~ components is indispen­
sable for the functioning and operation of the P 'IN AFTEL network . . 

in general, and in the Sub-Region in particular, 

Re1uests the P 'IN AFTEL CooI dination Cammi ttee and Regional and 
International Financing Agencies to do everything in their power 
to ensure the financing of' the remaining portions of the PAN 1\FTEL 
network in the Sub-Region. 
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