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REPORT. OF THE SHCRETARY GENERAL ON THE. MEETING
BEDWEEN QAU SECEETARELT AND THE .UNITED NATIONS
SYSTEM HELD IN NATROBI
FROM 5 TO 7 JUNE 1980

Th¢ Meeting which was cénvened by the United Nations
Secretary Genersl in consultation with the SécretaryaGenerallof
the OLU in response to General hssembly resolution A4/RES/34/21 of
20 November, 1979 was held in Nairobi from'5 to 7 June 1980.. The
Lpésolution emﬁhasized the need to stréngtheh the relation: between
the TN Systeﬁ and the OiU Secretariat. In operative paragraph 15
the resolution reguestsd the United Nabions Secretary-Géneral
"in consultatlon with the Sscretary-General of the Organization
of Afrlcan Unity, to arronge for & meeting to be held in Africa
before the thlrtyfflfth session of the General Assonbly, between
fepfeéentatiVQSrof the Organization of African Unity and the
ofgénizations within the United Nations system to study means
of effective implementation of preogrammes of mutual concern,
including assistance to liberation movements”.

The meeting was abttended by the OAU SBecretariat and the
Secretarlﬂts W1th1n the United Nations System. R

The follow1ng organlzatlons within the UN system were -
;epresentod : )

UNDP, UNHCR, GATT, UNIDO, WEF, UNESCO, WMO, IMCO, IBRD,
IMF, WHO, FAO. “

2o 1t was agreed during the first Session that the meeting
would be Jjointly chaired by the OLU representative and the UN
representative. In this comnnection Dr. Feter ONU Assistant
Secretary-General in charge of Political Matters of the O4LU and
Mr. Farah, under Secretary of the United Nations Special Political
Questions weré appointed Joint Chairmen.
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S Durlng the npenlng ession thc Secretary General of

the OaU delivered a a keynote address in which he underlined

the importance the OnU “ttaCth to- the need to strengthen and

" intensify the existing quperatlon between the OALU Secretariat

and the UN Secretarict and the various specialized agencies so

as to effectively tackle the. numerous: problens facing the 4frican
Continenv. In thls regard he highlighted- the maaor ‘responsibili-
ties - entrusted to the OAU in the- 1mplcmentatlon of the Lagos

Plan of Action adopted by the African Heads of ‘State and Government
at the FLrst Economlc Summit held’in Lagos on ‘April 1980. It )
would bc 1mpoo81ble for the OAU to discharge these responsibilities
w1thout qctlve cooperatlon of the UN systens.

4, - The Under Secretery—General of the UN also delivered

a steteément on behalf of the Secretary—General of ‘the UN in-

which he wishéd the meetlng success. He empha51zed the commitment
of the United Natlons to cooperate fully in solv1ng the Contiment's
problens, The uecretary—Gonerql assured the 1eet1ng of the.
fullest: cooperaticn of the UN .systems.’ '

De The meeting was held in a cordial and friendly
atmosphere and all the participants expressed themselves in
forthright and frank manner. The neeting arrived at agreed
conclusions on future cooperation which are annéxed to this
Report.. It was sgreed that this first meeting was extremely
constructive and it was further agreed that similar moetlngs

would be held in future at least once a years.
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CONCTMSIONS OW MEETING BETWEEN nAU 5R CRWTARIAT AND UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

tet

.- :','_ HELD IN NATROBI FROM. 5 TO 7 JUNE 1980

Lo~ The meeting recognlzed the need to facilitate further exchanges
" of information between the Secretariat. of the OAU and the secretarlats
" of the United Natlons system s0 as to enable officials of both the v
.United Nations and OAU. to better understand -the. structure of each others
crganization. To this end it was ‘agreed that both the OAU and United
Nations Secretariats would make available to each other all available
facilities including working contacts and documentatien on regular basis
~and thatapertinept decisions and resolutions would .be expeditiously
transmitted to aﬁpropriate organs for necessary action. 'It was further
agreed that the United Nations Secretariats will provide copies of all
relevant documents to the OAU library and that. they would also provide
the OAU gecretariat.with a list of current publlcatlonso' The OAU
ecretarlat would contact agenc1es concerned for any special requests
it mlght wish to make for the achlevement of the objective of maximum

co-operation between the 0AU and the UN system.

2. . The Uﬁited:Natiens agencies were reduested‘by the. OAY Secretariat
to adv1se it on tralnlng and research facllltles which could .be
avallable to the OAU and to indicate resources to be’ earmarked for
implementation. To thls effect it was recognlzed that some UN agensies
had already taken initiatives in this regard. .Slmllar 1nformat10n was
'requested by 0AU in reSpect of technlcal assistance to the General
!Secretarlat of OAU. The OAU Secretarlat woulld': »spond to ‘these programmes
on the basis of the 1nformat10n to be provided 'by the agencles, as well
as on the basis of its identified technical assistance and ‘training needs
and requirements. The meeting noted that UNDP has already made concrete
proposals to the OAU for technical assistance to the Secretariat of OAU
-with special reference to the nceds for training in order to enhance the

capacity of the OAU to meet its responsibilitiess P
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N 3a Regarding the question of dissemination of information, DPI and
;th_;latﬁer rélevant UN agencies were raquested to make available to the O0AU
a list of ruluvant publicatlons, fllmsJand tapes and to co-ordinate
their activities-in the.field with OAU agen01es in ufrican capi teds

"concerned. The OAU requested the UN, particula rly the DPI, to glve
more publicity to the problems of the African continent in order to
"croate a greater awareness and understandlng of African prdblemso In
) 'Eonnexlon w1th the above, the need was alsa” Tecognized. in view of the
' rapldly expandlng role of the OAU on econcmlc-development matters, for
the UN to broaden the scope of its existing information on Africa to
include increased information on African economic development matters.

In‘thls context: the. following” spe01flc actions Should be punrsued:

(a)  The Joint United Nations Informafioﬁ’Committee_ﬁJﬁNIG) should be
requested to co-ordinate and enhance the information activities
of the organization of the United Nations system with regard to

African continent;
. IJ il .
" (b) " Consultations to bé held between 0AU, UNDP and UN/DPI to find ways
and means of providing technical assistance for training of OAU

information officers;

{e) - Publls information act1v1t1es of the organlzatlon of the United
Natlons system and particularly UN/DPI in technical and economic
and social ¥iclds céncermed Afrlca to_be expanded;

H i
v -

:(d)‘ OAU should be invitéd to participate as observer in'the
* déliberations of the United Nations Committee on Information;

Ce) Aseisstance, shouid be provided to Pan-iAfrican News Agency by
UN/DPI on the same basis already -provided to Non—Allgned Pool

of News agen01es-
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(£) Liaison on.public 1nfcrmatlon act1v1t1es should be 1mproved _
' between OAU and UN/DPI at New York Geneva and Addls Ababa*

R ter

(g)"'OAU would avall itself more’ systematlcall§ of the services -
"“‘thhat Unlted Nations: Informatlon Centres in Africa’ cat - SRR
et prov1deO_ Of‘a total of 60 -UNICs 20 are . located in Africas ©

o In addltlon those countrles ‘where an 1nformatlon centre s

! not establlshed UNDE, Re51dent Representetlve Offlces ‘act as

1nformat10n centres; o .

] o i
W, f . 0 .
o e . L,

(h). UN/DPI would make avallable to OAU a list of 1ts publlcatlons, "
fllms and tapes (sound and video). Subsequently OAU w1ll be_ju
provlded w1th those materials it will consnder to be relevant g

te 1ts 1nfo“matlon act1v1t1eso ' , I . -ﬁ__;
ETPRLE . . N T

R ;
i da. . .

4, ' On the questlon of relatlons between the United Natlons system
and the OGAU- Secretarlat 1t was agreed that the United Natlons spe01a-
llzed agen01es should 1nten51fy their co- operatlon w1th the OAU specla-
1lized agen01es, This would include the signing of co—operatlon
agreements, . where these do not exist, and ex1stang ones rev1ewed

well -as" thevre01procal grantlng.of observer status-at thelr meetlngso
Tt was suggested‘that ﬂnnual calendars of meetlngs and relevant pro- .- i
grammes ‘of both the AU and the JUN. spe01ellzed agencles should be- .
exchanged £8& ‘facilitate thelr co- operatlonav The- Unlted Natlons agen01es
_were reguésted to 1nvolve the QAU specmallzed agen01es more 1n thelr
Iwork and to inform them of any prOJect undertaken for the beneflt of
Member: States. ~In the discussions on this matter it was noted that the
politiszl welght of nfrlca should be brought to bear on declSlons 1n,;i
the polley-maklng organs of the UN system, particularly on budgetary

matters,. -in “favour of Africa.

Se OAU Secretariat stated that africa should be given its fair

share of representation within the United Nations Secretariat and the
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épeﬁialized agencies« In this connexion it was pointed out that Africa
‘wgs'inadequately represented, within the United Nations system. The
Oﬂﬁ hoped %hét agencies would review thelr recruitment policies to
ensure e}fec%ive Affican representation particularly at policy making
.level wnthln the Unlted Nations systems and the deployment of Africans
4in othér con%lnentso_ In this connexion there was a need to review the
quota system for recru:tment within the UN system. The OAU undertock
to co—ordlnate actlon in this regard. The UN system undertock to

make avallable td the next joint meetlng a statement giving detailed
lnformatlon .on the recruitment pollc1es and the number of prefe551onal
staff (and thelr grades) of their respectlve Organlzatlons “in so far
as they peftaln ‘to nfrlcan nationds at Headqudrters, i the field,
Offlc a5 and- in projec¢tsd In this respect the 04U requested a comparlson of
fhe posltion of Africans with nationals of other reglons be included
in the s.;ta'liement.‘r Thls compgrative table should .be transmltted to the
OAU ih good time for it to be able to draw the necessary conclu51on
which will-then be submitted to the next joint meeting of the OAU

Secretariat and the UN system.

(6 The OAU appealed to the UN and Specialiged Agenciés “to increase
.tﬁeir'éfforts for the mobilization of the necessary resources for the
implementatioh of %the Lagos Plan.of Nction. . It was emphasized that

the Lagos Plan of Action,. represented a comprehensivé,andibollective
blue~print of Africa's economic needs over the coming twenty-years.

The meeting took note of the statement of the Secretary~General of

the OAU concerning the role of culture in development ‘and the objectives
of the Cultural Charter of Africa. It ufééd‘the-UN specialized-agencies
to assist OAU in implementing the activities that are planned byyihe

QAU within this framework in érder to complete the LégOS;Plan of Action.
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7 The 0AU also 1nfbrmed the meetlng that it was planned to hold a
special meetlng on” the Lagos Plan of Letion between the OAU Secretariat:
and the-hCA Secretariat as soon as the Freetown Summit is over th
‘harmonlze the roles of the two Secretarlats principally concerned with
the 1mplementat10n of the Lagos Plan of Action. The OAU Secretariat
would keep in close consultatlon with the spec;allzed agencies concerned,
regarding the 1mp1ementat10n of the Plan which will be circulated to all '
the gagencies as soon as p0551b1e° The speclalized agencies welcomed

the initiation of the Plan and undertook to give it careful consideration.
The OAU would dndertake the respon51b111ty for identifying specifie -
areas where co—operatlon would be eought from the specializecd agen01es.'
8. With rcspocf to special a551stence to LChad it was agreed that-the
UN Spe01a31zed Agen01es should make contingent preparations so that as
soon as condltlons allow they can render assistance to that country to

restore the 1nfrastructure whlch has been completely. desgroyed

9. The meetihg agreed thattthere Was‘a need to éive greater emphasis,
to6 social problems facing the continent. In this connexion it was
further agree4 that the relevant agenc1es would glve all necessary .
asslsténce and support to the newly establlshed African Regiohal Centre

for Research ‘and Social Tralnlng in Tripoli.

10, The meeting also agreed on the need for a comprehen51ve study of
the guestion of mlgratery workers by the OAU in cldse co- ~operation w1thﬁ53 .

the relevant United Nations fAgencies.

ot

11, ©On the question of'refugees the mceting welcomed the measures that
are currently beéing taken by the UNHCR in’ collaboration with the OAU/BPEAR
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in the implementatien of the Arusha Conference Recommendations on

Refugees, and expressed the hope that other UN agencies will continue
to play their role in implementing these recommendations: The OAU ;
reque sted the:UNs agencies to create more awaréness of the problems snd
’ necds of #frican” refugees Who' donstitute more .than half of the totsl world
tlrefugee populatlono' The: OAU; although noting w1th appreciation UNHCR's

. sticcessful efforts in moblllzlng increased resources for African refugee
:programmes, St expressed concern at the 1nedequate flnan01a1 resources

':allocated by the international’ communlty to-African refugee problems. ~

*" PG this end the 0AU indicated that it would initlate action towards the

_"holdlng of ‘an 1nternatmona1 conferende-on Afrlcan -refugeess -The UN

" agencies .were requested to increase their assistance to thelﬁfrican

'H'refugees through partlclpetlon in and active follow up of programmes
;establlshed by ‘UN Inter-Agency Mmissions, cohstltuted with a vie r,to
ﬁassess1ng“the‘comprehens1ve needs of the-refugeeswand the effects of
_their'presence on;the_social and economic structures of the redeiving
?countriesn'-In this‘gonnexion attention was drawn. to the desparate
:s1tuat10n existing’ w1th respect to over 250,000 refugees from. Chad in
“Gameroon, and other neighbouring countries, ‘and the United Natlons agen01es
were requested to furnish-all necessary assistancerto allev1ate thelr e
condition; . Lo : o ' )

fa T T e B ST . P L B -
Ll . : -l

12, On the questlon ‘'of -handicapped persons, attention was drawn to the

_resolutlons of’ the Coun011 “of Nlnlsters in Nalrobl and Monrovia:on the '

N subgect ‘which drew attcntlon ta-the plight of handlcapped persons and the

need to 1nvolve them in’ natlonal llfe. In thls connex1on reference was

‘ ade to the proposed OAU meetlng on handlcapped persons and the need for

| the actlve partlclpatlon of the relevant UN- agencles 'to ensure- concrete *

ractlon to assist these unfortunate persons and to protéct the population, -

from, dlseases whlch cause such handlcap° On their part the UN agencles

.mentloned efforts that’ they were making to deal with this problemo
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13¢ On the question of ¢o-operatioh with regard to the situation in
Southern Africa, the OAU expressed satisfaction with the adtive asdistance
and co-operation it has received from most of the UN agenciesi The 0AT
called on all agencies to increase their assistande to SWAPO (Namibia)
ANC and PAC (South Africa) to accelerate the liquidation ef colonidlism
and apartheid in Africa. The OAU requested UNEPSA to furnish it with

a list of names of all recipients of its scholarships from its inception.
The meeting expressed the hope that the Werld Bank and IMF which have
legal constraints against giving assistance to liberation movements would
do their best to ensure that appropriate amendments to the statutes were
made to make it possible for them to give the necessary assistance to
liberation struggle. These twe organizations explained the situation of
their respective agencies, It was also pointed out that there is urgent
need to master additional resources through the promotion of Inter-Africa
activities for National Liberation Movemcnts and that the National
Liberation Movements should increasingly be involved into sub-regional
and regional activities to facilitate their early:participation and
integration into African programmes. The meeting agreed that despite

the current financial constraints, UNDP should continue with its efforts
of raising more funds to facilitate implementation of on going programmes

of assistance to National Liberation Movements and their possible expansion.

1k, fittention was drawn to the urgent need of special economic assistance
programmes for African Frontline States whose economies have been seriously

affected by the liberqtion struggle. ) ;

15. The meeting agreed in principle to hold periodic consultations between
the OAU Secretariat and Secretariats of the UN system to discuss matters of
mutual concern and to follow-up decisions of the Nairobi meeting. There

was unanimous agreement that the meeting was extremely useful and
constructive., It was also agreed that in principle such meetings should

be held at least once a year. In that connexion it is recommended that

the next meeting should be held in Geneva in April 1981. It was also

agreed that such mgetings should not preclude regular bilateral meetings

between the OAU and the organizations of the UN systeme.

£-AFRICA
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