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REPORT. OF '"HE .SIWRETl,RY GENERi~~ . .QN THE MEETING 

BET1;J:EEN OLU SEGHET!J.l.L.T JJ_irD 1illL UNITED NATIONS 

SYSTEfi IillLD IN NAIROBI 

FROI1 5 TO 7 JUNE 1980 

Th~ Mecting which l•ms convened by the ·United Nations 
' 

Secretary General in consultation vlith ·the Secretary~General of 

the 0./i.U in. response to General .hssembl;y resolution A/RES/34/21 of 

2o No~ember, .1979 was held in Nairobi .from 5 to 7 June 1980•. The 
.resolution emphasized the n~ed:to strengthen the relation.between 

ihe UN systefu e.nd the 01m. Secretariat. In operative ·paragraph 15 

the resolution requested the United Nations Secretary~General 

"in consultation with the Secretary-General of the Organization 

·of !Lfrican· Unity, to· arrange for tt meeting to be held in Africa 

before the thi~ty-hfth .. session of the General Assembly, between 

rep;vesontatives,of the Organization of African Unity and the 

o·rganizations within the United Nations system to study means 

of effective itnplemento.tion of progranlliJes of mutual concern, 

including assistance to ·Tiberation movements". 

The meetins was attended by the OAU Secretariat and. the 

Secretari8.ts within th·e United Nations System. 

The follmving organizations within the UN system were · 

represented: 
. ' 

UNDP, Dr!-HCR, GATT, UNIDO, vJEF, UN:ESCO, wl'IO, IJVICO, IBRD, 
Il'IF , W1IO , FA.O • 

2. It was agreed during the first session that the meeting 

v/ould be jointly chaired by the OLU representative and the UN 

representative. In this connection Dr. Peter ONU Assistant 

Secretary-General in charge of Bolitical Matters of the Ol•U and 

Mr. Farah, under Secretary of the United Nations Special Political 

Questions were appointed joint Chairmen. 



3. During the opening 
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ession the·Secrotary .General of 

address in Which ·he underlined 

the importance the OAU .c,tta.ched to· the· n:eed to strengthen and 
"'""' ... .. . " 

intensify the existing C9.QP:eration bet<~een the OliU Secretariat 

and the UN Secretariat and the various specialized agencies so 

as to effective~_Y tackle the. numerous· problems facing the African 

Continent. In this regard he: highlighted the major-responsibili­

ti-es ' e:iltru~ted to· the Oil.U in the· implementation'' ~f the ;Lagos 

Plan of Action adopted by the .African Heads of 'State and Government 

nt. the First Economic ·surnmi,t .held·. in Lagos ori. 'April 1980. It 
. '.·. ·' 

wou1d bo impossi_ble for .~he OAU to discharge these responsibilities 

"1ithout' active 'cooperation of the UN systems·. 

-~ .. 

4. .. The Under Secretary-General of the UN. alsQ delivered 

a stetement. on behalf of the Secreta;y-General • of the UN .in· 
.·.. . ~ 

whi.ch he 'lvished t·he meeting success. He emphasized the c.ommitment 

of the United Nations. to cooperate fully in solving the Contiment's 

problems. The Secretary-General assured the meeting of the. 

fullest: cooperation of. the UN. systems~ 

5. The meeting was held ill. a cordial and friendly 

atmosphere nnd all tho. par~icipants expressed themselves in 

forthright and frank manner. The meeting arrived at agreed 
conclusions on future cboporation.which are annexed to this 

Report •. It was [',greed that this first meeting was extremely 

constructive and it was further agreed that similar meetings 

would bG held in-f.uture at least once a year. 

' t : ' 
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CONCI.USIONS OF MEETING BETviEEN 0AU SECRETARIAT AND UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 
··-.'\. 

HELD IN NAIROBI FRON.5 TO .7 JUNE 1980 
., . 

1 •. The meeting recog.ilized the need to facilitate further exchanges 

of informa.tion betw.een the S acretariat, of the OAU and the secretariats 
., .. 

of· the United Nati.ons system· so as 't·o ·enable officials of both the . . . . 

.United Nations '.~f'd OAU. to better understand ·the. structure of each others 

organization. To this end it was ·agreed thq.t both the OAU and United 

Nations Secretariats would make available to each other all available . •' 

facilities including >~orking contacts and documentation on regular basis 

and that-o:rertin.,~t decisions and resolutions would .be expeditiously 

transmitted to appropriate organs for necessary action. It was further 

agreed that t~~ Uni·t~~ Nations Secretariats· will provide copies of all 

relevant documents to the OAU library· and· that. they would also provide 

the OAU secretaJ;iat .. with a list of current publications. · The OAU 

ecretariat would ·contact agencies concerned for any special requests 

it might wish to ma.ke for the achievement of the objective of maximum 

co-operation between the OAU and the UN system. 

2. The United.: 'Nations agencies were requested• by the· OAU Secretariat 

to adv.ise it on tra':i'id:ng and resea>;ch .fac,:i.li h.es whi<:h could .be .... _;:' 

available to the 01\.U and to indicate resour<:es to be.·'earinarked for 
,_ .. 

implementation. To this effect, it was recognized that SOI)le UN agen<:ies 

had already taken initiatives in this· regard •. Similar information was 

requested by ·oAU in respec,t of technical assistance to the General 

Secr.e.taria t of OAU. The OAU Secretariat would'· i~!erispqnd t.o ··these programmes 

on the basis of the information ~o be provided'by the agm1cies, as well 

as on the basis of its identified t~chnical assistance anct' ·training needs 

and requirements. The meeting noted that UNDP has already made concrete 

proposals to the 01\.U for technical assistance to the Secretariat of OAU 

·With special reference to the needs for training in order to enhance the 

capacity of the OAU to meet its responsibilities. 
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3. Regarding the question of dissemination of information, DPI and 

,::·:_...:~~other re.levant UN flgencies were requested to make available to the OAU 

a list of role~ an f "}mliiica tions, filrris -and tap~s and to co-ordinate 

their activities· in the, field with OAU agencies···:tri 'ii:f'f'i·c·an capiJ;a.!S 

concerned. The OAU requested the UN, particularly the DPI, t6 g~~e 

more publicity to the problems of the African continent in orrier to 
·• 

' 

\ create a greater ·.awareness and understruading· of African pr.1vlems. In 
; :? 

connaxion with the above, the. need was also"·recognizcd. in view ·of the 

rapidly e·xpanding role of the OAU on economic: develrpment matters, for 

... \ha· :UN t~ broaden the scope of i t·s existing infm·matinn on Africa to 

include· increased information on African econcimi:c d<!velopment mat-ters. 

In this context· the. following' specific actions Should be. pllrl;lued: 
·.: 

(a) The <Jdint United Nations Informatiori·Committee (JUNIC) should be 

requested .to co-ordinate and enhance the information activities 

of· the organizatiol} of the United Nations syatem 1~i~h regard to 

African continent; 

" ' 
(b) · Consultations to be held between OAU, UNDP and LJN/DPI to find ways 

and means of providing technical assistance for training of OAU 

information officers; 

~ 

:(<.) · Publh ipforraation activities of the organization of the United 

.. ' 

Nations system· ana particularly UN/DPI in technical and economic 

and social 'fields concer·ned Afric~. to. be expanded; 

(ci)· OAU should be invited to participate as obseryer in the 

deliberations of. the United Nat'ions Committee on,Information; 

.· 
Asd.a.s.tan.::.e. should be provided to Pan-African News Agency by ... ' 

UN/DPic on the same b&sis already ·provided to Non-1\ligned Pool 

of News agencies; . : . . 

• dj 
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(f) :Liaison on.p'!blic information activities should be i!llprov;4 
,. . . . . ~ 

b_c,.tween OAU.'apd UN/DPI at .New .York, ,Gen.eva an·d Addis Ab~b.a; 

: .. 
·: .. '· 

; ' ., . 
; ··:·: . ; • _-:. _;_ !" 

(g) OAU would avail i t_self ·more· systema:bcally of :th.e ser:vioi>s .· 
·.:_rr.t ·;.t ·.. --:· .. ~·. . . . • . ' . . " . 

'that Uniteci N';ltions· Information Centres .in Africa'. can': 

'' . '.·:.'provide. ·,Of' a·. t.:otal of· 60 UIUCs 2o are l9ca,t~d in A frio;.'. 

· ·:I;; a_ddition'.>tho'SG .countries· ·where ·,.n in~'ormation q,en'tre.'•is 

'' not establ_i~hed UNDP .. Reside.nt ~epresentative Offices 'aci;: as 

inf-~r.-mat;ion ·centres; 
' . 

:.;. ·\ ;, , .. ' 
.-. h 

"!;. 

(h) 
··.: 

'·UN/DPI woula, make availab:j.e tci OAU a list· of·. its publicati9ns, ,.,. 

film~ and ta:pes (~-~und and video). Subseq~~~'tly OAtJ wi.l{ ~e ~, h 

.. iPr9vi~ded wit\, ;thos~ materials i~ will cond'-ic:i'er t~· b~ :~el;~,v;_a~-~;··. ,; 7 
.... ··. te;:·its .ini';ormation activitieso · ·. · ,;· 

'' ,"-',.;,.:,1~::1 ':~ I• ,. • ' • ;' '•· 
',;• 

4. 
,';. '~·-~!, ;' ' 

On the questi9n of relRtio.ns bet~reen the United Nations qyst.em h.':;. 

and the 0AU "Secrefariat, it .w.as a~reed that. the' '!tni'ted Nations spe;:ia-.. 

lizef! agencies· sh'oulcf intensify thel.r co-operation 

lized agencies. This would include the signin~ of 

agreements,: ~rhere these do r;\.ot. e~ist ,. and existing . -~'. 

well as·· tl\.e.:rec.ip'r~c;,i grant~ng of observer st'atus 

·with the OAU specia-

co-operation· . 

On~~ i-~~ie\-l~d,: as , · . . ~ . ., 
at· their me.e~il1gs. 

. '. ~ '. ' -, ' . 
It was. suggested' 'that' an~u~J· cal.endars. of. meetings and: relevant pro-

g;ramm88:· of both' ·th~ .OAU and th.e .. UN. specialized a'gen.ci~·~· should. be·.·. 
. . . - :: . , .... --~:; -~ . . i.:' . ,_., 

exchanged· to ·f,',cili tate their co-operation: • .- The·· United Nab:o~s ·.agencies 

were· requii'sted· ·to involve the 01\.U s'pecialize'd agencies more. in th<?ir· .. . . ' . . . . ' .· ~ " 

work e.nd"to in'form them of any project undertaken for the .. ben~fit. of 
- ·-· . 

Member' &tcites. ··In ±he discussions. on this matter it wn.s noted 'ollat the 

poli tili:al ·"eight of i•fri~a should be brought to bear .on 

the po~i~;,::-m<iking organs of the UN system, partic.ularly 

matt ... ers,. ·in --favour of Africao 

- :. . . •. 

decis:j.ons .in .. :. 
. \ . 

on budgetary 

5. OAU Secretariat stated that ,<frica should be given its fair 

share of representation 11ithin the United Nations Secretari.at and the 

-
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s:pe~'ialized agencies. In this connexion it was pointed out that Africa 

WI!-S inadequately represented, within the United Nations system. The 

OAU hoped 'that a.gencies would review their recruitment policies to 

en·sui-e e~fective African representation particularly at policy making 

.le'vel within the t!ni ted Nations systems and the deployment ()f Africans 
' ' . . . \. 

in oth·i!i- ··cdnHn·ents. _ .In this connexion there was a need to review the 
' -' . -~~. . 

quot~- ~i;istem for recr.ui.tment within the UN system. The OAU undertook 

to co.:.oril.:Lnate abtioiJ. in this regard. The UN system undertook to 
I • • ' ' 

ma~e avaJ.lable. to the next joint meeting a statement giviJJg detailed 

informa_H?n ,on :f;he recruitment P?licies and the number of prl!lfessional 

·staff -(~~d theh' gtades) of th~ir respective. Organi;,atio~~ :'in so. far 
' I • ° F, · ~ ·· , • ' , 

as they' pe'r'tairi 'to African nationlil.s at Head·quarters, in· the field, 

ofr'io;es ahd. in proj ectsi In this respect the: OAU requested ,a comp<J.rison 0 f 

fJ;Ie· posit{,:in of Afr:i;cans with .nf-tionals of other regjons. be included 

:i:n th.e s't'atement ... This comparative table should .be trans,mitted to the 

OAU ih good time ~~r it, to be able to dra~,. the nec,ess~ry' c~~~nusion 
. ;. '. . .:. 

which will· then be. :Submitted. to the next joint meeting_ of the OIIU 
' i 

Secretariat and the UN system. 

, ;6~ · The OAU appealed to the UN and ··speciali§ed Agenci'es 'to increase 
' their· efforts for the mobil:l.zation of the ne'cessary resour.ces for the 

implementation of .the Lagos. Plan of Action. ; It was.· emphasized that 

, the Lagos Plan of A'cition_ represented· a comprel!ensi ve and'._collecti ve 

b~ue-print of .i.trica' s economic needs over the coming twenty-years. 

The meeting ·took note of the statement of the Secretary-General of 

the OAU concerning the role of culture in'· development ·and the objectives 

of the Cultural Charter of Africa. It urged· the ·UN spe·cialized·:a~encies 

to assist OAU in implementing-the activities that are planned by· t~e 

OAU within this frainew·ork in or,der to complete the Lagos, Plan of Action • 

. " 
.. . ..... 

., ' 
.. , ... 

,, . 
.. l·:.' ''\". 

··' t :'~. 

• 
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7. The OAU als9· in(or~ed t·~e ine~ting that it was pl?nl:\ed to hold a 

' 

special meeting on: .the Lagos Plan of Action between the OAU Secretariat· 

and t·h~"·ECA. Secretariat a~ soo;,. as·· fhe Freetown Summit is over to 
j •• ' ~ • 

~harmonize the ·roles of the two Secretariats principally concerned with 

the implementation of the Lagos Pla_n of Action. The OAU Secretariat 

would keep in close consultatiol! ___ wi th the specialized agencies concerned, 

regar~ing the impic;!me'n'tation of ~he Plan which will be circulated to 

the agencies as soon-as possible. ~he specialized agencies welcomed 

all 

the initiation of·':the. Plan and undertook-to give it careful cons.ideration. 
. ;.. -· ~. : :,: .. · . 

The Of\U would uzi'd"Eirtake the responsibility for identifying specific .: · ••· 
•' 

areas where co-o.p&ration ~10uld be sought from the specialized agencies. 
. ! . : ... 

8. \•lith respcbf to special assistance to .. Chad it was agreed that·'the 

UN Specialized Ag~ncies should make contingent preparations so that .as 

soon as condition~ allow they can r·e,nder assistance to that country :to 

restore the ·infri'i'structure ~~h~c~ has' \een completely._ des!;r·oyed. 

The meeting agreed that there was a need'to give greater emphasis. 

t6 social problems facing the continent. In this connexion it was 

furth;r agree'- that the relevant agencies I<Ould gi.y_e. all necessary 

asBist'iltnce and support to 'the newly established Afri·can Regional Centre 

for Research·<.;;_nd Social 'Training in TriJ>oli. 

10. The meeting. also agreed c!n the need for a comprehensive study of 

the question of migratory workers by the "OAU in clos·e co-operation wit,h ., ... 

the relevant United Nat'ions Agencies. 

11. On the question of 

are currently being taken 

.,., 

refugees the meeting welcomed the mea"aU:res that 

by the .UNHCR in.: collaboration with the OAU/BPEAR 

., ', .. 

. .. ' ., 

:.( 

... 
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in the implementation of the'Arusha Conference Recommendations on 

l<efugees, and exp·ressed the hope that other UN agencies will continue 

to play their role in impleincnting these recommendations~ The OAU 

requested the\UNoagencies to' create more aware"ess' of the problems and 

ne~ds of ~'frl:'dan'··rcfiigees ''iirho' dbristi tirte' more ,:t;ha.n ,half of the fo,tal' wo'rld 

·, ie{;igd~ population.' The' OAU:, al thO'u'gh noting with appreciation IJNHCR 1 s · " 

s,i(:cesiiful .efr'or.ts in mobilizing increased NisoiJ:z:ce,s for African refugee 

progtaml)les, still· expressed concGrn at the inade.q'uate financial .. resources . . . . ~ 

ailoca.ted by the .. ·int·ernational'·communi ty to .. Af:dcan refugee .p_robl.ems. -.. 
: I . . - • -

T2. this end the ·oAU i-ndicated that it. would in:l.tiat'l action ·towards the 

hol.ding of an ·interna·t±onal. conference· ori 1\.fl'ici:m.,refugees. ·.The UN 
• - - • -· t ·-·· ·,- • •• 

agencie13.were-requested to increase their asSie;.tanc?. to the Afr~can 

r~f~g~es througll participation in and active ;follow up of p:,ogrammes 

·~st&biisheci ·by UN Inter-Ag.imi:y missions, cohs:htute.d w_i th a v,iew to 

. assessirtg't·h'e comprehensive needs of the refugees-and the effects of 

their presence on· the social and economic' structures of the receiving 

countrie·s. ·.In this' doiJ.nexion attention was drawn,. to the .. ~espara_t.e 

situ111tion exi'sting'wi'tlf.·respGct to over 250-,000 ·re·fugees from Chad in 

·. 'c'ani'eroon, and other neighbouring countries, and the' Uni.ted Na t;ions agencies 

>Jei'e re.qtiksted· to furnish·'all necessary assis.tflcnCe,·to alleviate.-their ' 

condition• 
... . ·--. . "• ... • > ·' 

6, .. 
' 

_,_. 

12. On :the' ·q'uestioh ·of -handicapped persons, attention was drawn to the 

resoluti-ons of .. the Council.'of Ministers· in Noiirpbi llnd ,Monrovia:.on the. 

subject which drew attontion-tn the plight of handicapped perspns and the 

need to'inv'olve ihem, in>nationai life~ ·.In 'this' connexion reference was 
. :. . . 

. . ~c;de -~,) the propos'ed Of,u 'meeting on handicapped _persons and the. need for 

the .activ& particip~tion of the releva~t UN ag~nc'ies'to ensure" concrete . - ~ . 
actiqn to assist' these"unfortunate per,spns and to protect the populatie>n,. 

. . . ' . . . . ~. . . ' 

froin\diseases which cause such handicap~· .On th_eir .part the UN. agencies 
. . . . ' . . . 

. mentioned efforts that they were making to deal with this problem. 
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13. On the question of co-'operatioil >lith regard to the situation in 

Southern Africa,. the OAU expressed satisfaction with the adtive assistance 

and co-operation it has received from most of the UN agencies~ The OAU 

called on ali agencies to increase their assistande to S~rAPO (Namibia) I 
ANC and PAC (South Africa) to accelerate the liquidation of colon:i.aiism 

and apartheid in Africa. The OAU requested UNEPSA to furnish it with 

a list of names of all recipienw of its scholarships from its inception. 

The meeting expressed the hope that the World Bank and IMF which have 

legal constraints against giving assistance to liberation movements would 

do their best to ensure that appropriate amendments to the statutes were 

made to make it possible for them to give the necessary assistance to 

liberation struggle. These two organizations explained the situation of 

their respective ag~ncies. It was also pointed out that there is urgent 

need to master additional resources through the promotion of Inter-Africa 

activities for National Liberation Movements and that the National 

Liberation Movements should increasingly be involved into sub-regional 

and regional activities t'o facilitate their early'participation and 

integration into African programmes. The me0ting agreed that despite 

the current financial constraints, UNDP should continue with its efforts 

of raising more funds to facilitate implementation of on going programmes 

of assistance to National Liberation Movements and their possible expansion. 

14. Attention was drawn to the urgent need of special economic assistance 

programmes for African Frontline States whose economies have been seriously 

affe~ted by the liberttion struggle. 

15. The meeting agreed in principle to hold periodic consultations between 

the OAU Secretaria·t and Secretariats of the UN system to discuss matters of 

mutual concern and to follow-up decisions of the Nairobi meeting. There 

was unanimous agreement that the meeting was extremely useful and 

constructive. It was also agreed that in principle such meetings should 

be held at least once a year. In that connexion it {s recommended that 

the next meeting should be held in Geneva in April 1981. It wa's alsb 

agreed that such meetings should not preclude regular bilateral meetings 
' 

boh1een the OAU and the organizations of the UN system. 
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