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.APPLICATION ~911 .. .9Aµ __ QA?.?JqER STATUS (01'11'1SA) 

The Organization of Museums, Monuments and Sites in 
Africa (OMMSA) whose Headquarters is in ACCRA, GHANA, has 
applied for OAU observer sto..tus., The Organization was founded 

in Nairobi in Janµary 1978 by representatives of OAU Member 
States for the preservation, and, conservation of. Museums, 
Monuments and Sites in Africa. 

Aims and objeotives of Ol'1I1'.:?_1\ 

The aims and objectives of Ol"IT1SA are to: 

a) promote the interests of appropriate institutions 

responsible for Nuseums, Monuments, Sites, objects 
of art, archeology and ~specially ior the collection, 
discovery, study, preservation and the presentation 
of the natural and cultural heritage of Africa for 

the purpose of ini'ormation,.and education as well 
as f .or the enj o;ymcnt of all people; 

b) encourage and assist in maselogical studies,- training, 

scientific research as well as educational and 
cultural servicen of appropriate institutiop.s res­
ponsible for I'Iusei..illls, Monuments and .Sites throughout 

Africa;· 

c) promote co-operation between research workers and 
\ 

staff of approp1~iate institutions responsible for 
Museums,_ fionuments and Sites in Africa, and further 
promote a close co-operation with UNEsco;· ICOMOS 

and other a:ppI'opriate institutions responsible for 

Museums, Monuments a.nd Sites the world overQ 



d) establish ~ communication organ 
to be known as OHViSA Bulletin; 
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between its members, 

e) invite African States to collaborate as much as 

possible in preventing any illicit trafficking of 

the naturfl.l and cultural heritage bf the continent; 

Composition 

Membership ol the Organization is open'·to all national 
institutions responsible for r1useums, Monuments and Sites in 
all African countries, referred to as "National Committees" . ., 

and upon payment of the ap11ropriate registratio~ fe.es. 
Fri vate persons, may 1?ecome. associate members. 

Funding Sources 

OMSA derives its resources from: 

- subscriptions by members 

- legacies and donations in cash or in the form of 

movable and immovable properties 

- .subventions• 

- services 

OMMSA has apf?ointecl. the following count:uies, reembers 
of the OAU, as those fully conversant with the affairs of the 

Organization: 

1. CAMEROON' 

2. TANZAl~IA 

3. KENYA 

4. NIGERIA 

5. TOGO 



General remarks 
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OMMSA is an inter-governmental Organization encompassing ~ 
all OAU Member States. The Constitution and Memorandum on its 
activities were sent to all OAU Member Statew on 3/8/1979. 
None of these States opposes the granting of OAU observer 
status to the Organization. 

The aims and objectives of OMMSA are in line with those 
of OAU. No similar or3anization has so far obtained OAU 
observe:<:> status. Conseg_uently, the General Secretariat wishes 
to support the application submitted by OMMSA. 

Annex 

Annex 

I - Criteria for granting OAU observer status. 

II - Constitution of the Organization of 
Husouras, I"lonuments and Bites in Africa 
(OilE3A) 

Annex III I'Iemorandum on the activities of OMMSA 
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CRITERIA FOR GRANTING OBSERVER STATUS WITH THE OAU 

At its 14th Session, the Jlssembly of Heads of State and Government 

approved the following criteria for granting.Observer Status with the OAU1-

a) Any organization applying for Observer Status with the OAU 

will show its genuineness; its credibility; its pan-Africanism; the impossibility 

of its being influm.of!d by forces external and inimical to Africa. If it is 

a professional Organization, it should include all various discipliness of 

the wider profession. For instance an Association of Engineers should 

include all Organizations of various disciplines of engineering, civil 

and mechanical, for tho whole Africa. Any organization reeking Observer 

Status with the OAU should therefore: 

2. 

1) Have its objectives and activities conform with the fundamental 

principles and objectives set forth in tho Charter of the OAU; 

2. Be an African Organization·, registered in Africa with its 

headquarters in Afriaa. Membership would be African, 

excluding South lifrica, Rhodesia and South West Africa 1 
'-' 

while minority Racist Governments are stiilil in power in these 
. ~ 

places, Membership external to Africa should not have voting 

rights; 

3) Have sound financial basis, Sources of finance should be 

African, Donors external to Africa are to be clearly disclosed, 

To the above end 1 the Organization should be required to submit: 

·a) a written application and the following documents to the 

General Secretariat indicating its intention, at least six 

months before, it can be considered by the Council of 

Ministers, in order to allow for sufficient time for 

processing the application, 
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b) its Constitituion or Charter, its list of up-to-date membership 1 

sources of its finance, including copies of its most recent 

balance sheet, and Memorandum of.activities, all in the main 

languages of the OAU in sufficient quantity to facilitate 

circulation to Member States, 

c) if a non-governmental organization, the particulars of at loast 

five Member States of the OAU, who have intimate kno.wledge of the 

Organization, and who are prepared to sponsor its. One of those 

States should be that where the Organization has its registered 

headquarters. 

No application for Observer Status sha:tl be submitted for 

consideration of the Council of Ministers 1 unless it has been fully processed 

by the General Secretariat. 

4. The M:emorandum of Activities should contain the present 

activities of the Organization, its connections, including any connection 

external to ~frica, and any other information, whioh will assist in 

determining the identity of the Organization, especially its scope of 

activities (Ref,CM/784 .~XXVIII). 

The Assembly also estipulated that: 

The granting of Observer Status to an organization entails 

no obligation on the Organization of African Unity to grant 

.anbs1~ to that Organization. The granting of subsidy 

to any organization can be envisaged only in ce·rtain cases I 

in exceptional and urgent circumstances, when such subsidy 

represemts a temporary and vital addition to the budget of 

the organization enjoying obse~ver status. 
' 

PART II. OBSERVER PARTICIPATION IN THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE DAU 

6. a) All observ~rs may be invited to be present in the public 

g~lleries for the inaugural and closing meetings of all DAU 

Conferences; 
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b) i\.n observer at a raecting of Oli.U institution may participate in the 

proceedings of that institution only in accordance with the 

oondi tions laicl clown in Part III under: 

7. Observer may have access to OAU documents provided that they are: 

a) !Jot of a confidential nature 

b) Ones not dealing with· matters of interest to the observers concerned. 

Distribution "of OAU documents shall be ag3.inst payment in those 'cases 

where there is no reciprocity, 

8. Observers may be expressly invited to 3.ttend private meetings during 

discussion of a subject in which they are concerned. 

9. \ii th the express authorization <;>f the .Chairman, obsGrvers may partici-

pate in the proceedings of meetings to which they are invited, Although they 

may participate in the proceedings, observers shall not have the right to vote, 

10, Observers may be. autho,rized by the Chairman of the Conference to make 

a statement on a matter on Which they are concerned, subject to the text 

of the statement being communicated beforehand to the Conference· Chairman, 

through the medium of the Secretary-General, 

11, The Conference ChaiFrnan may give the floor to observers in order to 

enable them to reply to ~estions which might be addressed to them by 

Member States, 

PJillT III: SPECL•L ?ROVISIOHS DELLING 'iITH P.~RTICIPli.TIOH OF OBSERVERS HI 

T!lE HORK OF OAU SPECIALIZED CO!l!l1ISSIO!IS 

12, Observer Status shall be granted under the following categories: 

A, Cat'egory A shall. include: 

i) Governments in e;x:ile ancr the liberation movements of ;.rrioan terri­

tories uncler colonial domination recognized by the OAU. Inter­

nationaf· organizations ·or -their. specia,lizecl agencies which have . . -
signed a co-operative or consultative agreement with the OAU; 
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ii) African inter-governmental organizations 1·1hich have important 

interest in most of the activities of 01.U Member States .and which 

comprise a large number of 0£.U !.!ember States. 

B, Categoiy- A observers may: 

i) llttend all public sessions; 

ii) Request the inclusion of certain i terns of particulac" interest to 

them in the provisional agenda; 

iii) Nake a wri t"j;en or oral statement on a matter of special interest 

to them, subject to the prior approval of the Chairman of the Session, 

13, ;\, Category B shall cover African inter-governmental organizations 

having _a ~pecie,li.zecl competence 1 and "having an interest in substan­

tial activities of the Oll.U. 

B. Category B observers may: 

i) Attenct- all pub lip sessions; 

ii) -~lake a written or an oral statement to the Specializecl Conunissions 

on a matter of spec~al interest to them, subject to the approval 

of the Chairman of the session; 

iii) ' Reply ta cp. esiions which the C_ommission, or Member States 1 might 

address to them. 

14, Ji., Catego:ry C shall i~.1. 

i) Inter-l.frican non-governmental organizations associations 

or u11ions; 

ii) Inter-.African non·-governmental institutions; 

' B. Catego:r:;y C observers maz.;_ 

i) Attend the pul1lic sessions of the O.AU Specializecl Commissions 

cluring discussion of a matter concerning them; 

ii) Communicate a written declaration to the Commission through the 

medium of the l1dministrative Secretary-General, and after approval 

by the Chairman of the session, 



PART IV: FINAL PROVISIONS 
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15, The provisions of the General Convention on Privilec;es and immunities, 

and those relating to the Headquarters J;greement of the OAU, shall not 

be applicable to observers, save for those regarding facilities provided 

for the granting of visas. 

16, Observers shall themselves be responsible for expenses incurred as a 

result of their travel to and from, and their stay at the venue of the 

Conference. 

17, These Rules may cease to apply to any institution enjoying the advantages 

of observer status shoulcl the Council of Ministers consider that this insti­

tut~on has ceased to satisfy the requirements laid down in these criteria. 

(Ref. C!<!/162/Rev. 2) 
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STATUT_~B OF_ __ r::;'_:tL~ _OA_Giil\Jl.ZATION FOR MUSEUMS, 

l"ION.Ul'1~~-.. Ei;t~ .. fl_Ig:e;_s OF .AFRICA 

PREA1'1BLE 

Representa-~ives of Member States of OAU having met in 
Nairobi from 9th to 15th January 1978, 

Considerin_g the 19th Recommendation adopted at the 
Inter-Governmental Conference on Cultural Policies (Africacult­
Accra, 1975) 

Considering the cultural charter adopted by Heads of 
State and Government of Hember States of OAU, 

Considerinll'. the reco=endation of the meeting of 
representatives of national institutions for Museums, Monuments 
and Sites of Member i3tatos of OAU who met in Nairobi (Kenya) 
on the 10th and 11th November, 1976 in connection with the 
19th General Conference of U:!ICf:iCO, 

Conscious of -che op~~'ortunity. for _creating a single 

Organization for the preservation and conservation of Museums, 

l"lonuments and sites in Africa, 

Considering_ the African Cultural Rennaissance as a source 

of interest to other regions of the world, 

OonsiderinE; the necessity to put an end t~ illicit 
trade in cultural property, 

Convinced that the preservation and conservation Of 

cultural and natural heritage are a duty which is primarily 

incumbent on each African, 

Decide to establish for the Afrir.an continent as a whole 
a single ins ti tU:tion to be knovm as: 11 Organization for Museums, 
l"!onuments and Sites of Africa (Ol"lMSA)". 



Article 1 Name 
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The name of the Organization shall be: "Organization 

for Museums, Monuments and Sites of Africa (Ol"ll"ISA)"-. 

Article 2 Aims and Objectives 

The aims and objectives of the Organization shall be 

as follows: 

a),~_; To promote the interests of competent. b.odies respon­
sible for museums, monuments and sites, works of 
art and archaeology and in particular to foster the 

collection, discovery, study, pre_servation and 
presentation of natural and cultural heritage of 

Africa, for the information, education and enjoyment 

of all. 

b) To encourage and help museological studies, training, 

scieLtific research and educational and cultural 

services of competent bodies throughout Africa 

responsible for museums, monuments and sites. 

c) 

d) 

To develop"co-operation between research workers and 
the staff of corapetent bodies responsible for museums, 
monuments and sites throughout Africa and also to 
encourage close co-operation with UNESCO, ICOM, ICOMOS 

as well as with other competent institutions· 

concerned 1vith museums, monuments and -sites through­

out the world. 

To create an organ of communication between its 
members which shall be known as the Ol'll"lSA Bulletin • 

... 
e) To invite African 8tates to work together to the 

greatest extent possible for the prevention of every 

illicit trade in cultural and natural heritage on 

the continent. 



Article 3 - Members 
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Me:rlbership of the Organization shall be open to all 

national bod.ies res.J22J:"J,§_ible for museums, monuments· and sites 
in all African countrie.s referred to hereinafter as "national 

committees" on payment of the appropriate subscription 
de:t;ermined·by the Executive ConnciJ,. Private 'individuals shall 
be entitled t~become associate members. 

Article 4 - Financial Resources 

The financial resources of Ol11iMSA may be derived from: 

- Members' subscriptions 

Gifts and begi,1ests in cash or kind, 'Whether personal 

property or real estates 

- Subventions 

- Services rendered. 

Article 5 - Sovereign bodY. 

The sovereign body of the Organization shall be the General 
Assembly. 

All the activities shall be carried out in the name of its 

members. It shall meet every four years following an invitation 
by the Chairman of the Organization. 

It shall deliberate on the running of the Organization, 
receive reports of the Cou...".l.cil which shall give a detailed account 

of the activities of the Orgru1ization ihcluding a statement of its 
accounts, duly verified by an auditor. 
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Article 7 - Members __ ci;tld_ J?up._ct),.ons of the Executive Council 

1. An Executive Council shall be electied by the General 

Assembly; it shall consist of a President, a Vice-l'resident, a 
' ,". 

Secretary-General, a Treasurer and seven Members. 

2. The Executive Council shall have the following functions: 

a) T\11) represent, defend the interest of the Organization 
and translate into realities the dE>,eisions and 
programmes of the OJVJl''Ji:.lA General Assembly. 

b) To draw up rules and procedures (for the smooth running 
of the Organization) in consonance with the aims and 
objectives stated above. 

c) Te manage and be responsible for the financial resouI'­

ces, movables and real estates of the Organization. 

Article 8 - Duration of Term of Office of the Executive Council 

The Executive Council shall be empowered'to appoint 

from among its members or members of the Organization a 

Committee which will be responsible for the execution of any 
tasks designed to promote the aims of the Organization. 

The Committee thus appointed shall report on its 
activities to the Executive Council. 

Article 10 - Meeting of P~qf essional E:itperts 

Meeting of professional experts shall be convened either 

in the course of a general assembly meeting or at another time 

during which papers on matters of scientific and cultural 

interest shall be reacl.; these shall be published in the 
Organiaation's Bulletin. 

Article 11 - HeadguarterE of 01'11'1SA Secretariat 

The General Assembly shall decide on the location of the 
' Headquarters of the i3ecretariat. 



Article 12 - National Commit~ee_.§.._ 
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National Committees on which public and private bodies 

responsible for museums 1 monuments and sites· shall be represented, 
shall be encouraged in each 1..£rican country with a view to co­

ordinating the activities of these bodies at the national level. 

Article 13 -- Vote 

At General Assemblies, only representatives of national 

committees shall be entitled to vote and each committee shall 

have only one vote regardless of the number of its representatives. 
Decisions shall be taken by simple majority. Where votes are 

equally divided the President shall have a casting vote. 

Article 14- -· Quorum 

The requisite quorum for delibeJ•ation in the n.3.ID.e of the 

Organization (whether in the General Assembly or the Executive 

Council) shall be constituted by one-third of the representatives 

of its members who have :paid their subscriptions. 

Article 15 - Working Lan5uu~~ 

The work of the Organization shall be carried out in 

English and French for the time.being. 

Article 16 - Seal 

The Executive Council shall be authorised 

as a symbol of the authority of the Organization. 
responsible for its safe-keeping. 

Article 17 - Amendments 

to adopt a sea:\. 

It shall be 

Proposals for amendments to the statutes of the Organization 

which must be snbmitted under conditions to be determined by the 

Rules of Procedure must be notified to members in writing three 

months before a General meeting. Such notifications must 

include full justification of the proposed amendments. 
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Amendments shall be adopted .2.J'.!._ap_ affirmative vote by more than 

one-half of the memb_~:s__pye§_<?_nt having paid their subscriptions 
and voting at a meetinc; of the General Assembly convened.in 

due .f'armo 

Article 18 - Rules o~.B:r2oedure 

. The Rules of Procedure shall be drawn up by the Executive 

_Committee and adopted by the General Assembly. The rules shall 

lay do~ the requirements for the application of these statutes. 

Article 19 - Ressolution 

The decision to dissolve the Organization may be taken 

by the General Assembly. The procedure and conditions governing 
dissolution shall be laid down in the Rules of Procedure. In 

deciding to dissolve tho Organization the General Asse~bly 
sha11 wind its financial affairs and decide on the disposal of 
its property. 

*jofa 
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01'1MSA 4 YEAR PROGRAl"ll1E OF ACTIVITIES 
1978 TO 1982 

BUDGET 1978 TO 1982 

INTRODUCTION: 

The basic philosophy underlying this programme of 
activities is to try at this initial stage to set up an 
eff~ctive Secretariat, to get all OAU Member States to become 
active members of 01'1MSA, and to disseminate information about 
this Organization. 

As the organization has no funds, only the most urgent 
Activities are to be undertaken. 

The illicit trafficking in antiquities and the resti­
tution of cultural and natural heritage are matters that need 
immediate attention. All Member States of OMMSA are therefore 
urged to take steps to prevent illegal dealing in eultural 
-property. It is also strongly recommended that all Member 
States of 01'1MSA should get their Governments to ratift the 
UNES00 Conventions on illicit exportation of cultural property 
and the protection of the world cultural and natural heritage 
to enable 01'1MSA to present this important subject as one of 
its proposals at the forthcomil'.!.g UNESCO General Conference to 
be held in Paris in October, 1978. 

NEWSLETTER: 

As the proceedings of this General Assembly constitute 

suitable material for a Newsletter, the Secretary-General is 
to prepare one (Newsletter) as soon as possible. Subsequently 
the Newsletter is to be prepared and circulated at regular 
intervals to keep 01'1MSA mem'.>ero informed of the activities of 
the organization. 
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FIRST YEAR: JUNE, 1978 TO JUNE, 1979 

1. The setting up of OMMSA Secretariat 

The Secretary-General is to set up an effective 
Secretariat by June, 1978. 

2. Membership Drive 

The Secretariat is'to undertake a vigorous membership 
drive to get all Member States of OAU to ratify the OMMSA· 
Statutes, and thus.become members of this o"rganizationo 

3·., Contacts with International Organizations 

a.:· The Secretariat is to establish working relations 
with the following international organizations: 

:.: 

UNESCO, ICOM 1 OAU, Pan-African Association of Pro­
history and Related Studies, and any other relevant 
bodies. 

·' . ., 
c. The Secretariat is to take immediate steps to get 

OMMSA formally recognized by UNESCO, and accorded 
a suitable status in time to enable OMMSA proposals 

' to be presented at the 20th General Conference of 
UNESCO to be held in Paris in October this year. 
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SECOND YEAR: JUNE, 1979 TO JUNE, 1980 

1. Inventory of Monuments 

The Secretariat is to find out about index cards with 
the view to designing a suitable one for making inventory of 

monuments of Africa. 

2. A professional meeting to discuss the training of 

personnel and conservation is to be organized. 

This meeting is to coincide with the conference of the 
Pan African Association of prehistory and related Studies 

which is to be held in N~geria in September, 1981. 

3. Membership Drive 

The Secretariat should continue with the membership 

drive to get all Member St,,._tes of the OAU to become members 
of Ol'1JVISA. 

THIRD YEAR: JUNE, 1980 TO JUNE, 1981 

The Secretariat is to make preparations towards the 

meeting of the next General Assembly, At the same time 

preparations should be maQe at the Regional and sub-regional 

levels. Every effort should be made to explore all the 
financial possibilities. 
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BUDGET 1978 TO 1982 
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OI111SA has no funds at the moment, and so no detail 
figures can be given. 

1. '.r:J.e Ghana. Delegation has offered to continue to provide 
secretarial facilit:Les for OI111SA; and for the first year 
1978 to 1979 give the sum of US $3,000.00 to the Secretariat~ 

' 

2. Every Member State of OI111SA is to contribute an annual 
subscriptior'\ of not less than US $1,000.00. Member States 
which can contribute more than this sum are urged to do so. 

3. Associate l"Jembers are to pay an annual subscription of 
US· $ 10.00 and this .. amount is to ·be sent to the National 
Committee for onward transmission to the Secretariat. 
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