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REPORT OF THE 12TH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE OAU 
COWilISSION OF TEN ON REFUGEES ILJFRICA 

P AilTICIPA~JTS 

1. H.E. Ambasaador !Ilolchior Bwakira 

2. Mr. Etoundi Frnngois 

3. Mr. !.like A. Akuamoa 

4. liir. M.B. Bri1i1nh 

5. !!Ir. Ar.ibocle 

6. HoE• .AmbasGa.dor Poter Ao Io Otai 

7. Mr. G. Kalimugogo · 

8. H.E, Ambassador Kabcinda Celestin 

9, Mr, Alioune Bada:r:'e Kebe 

10. J.!:r, Mustafa Hassan Ahocd 

11. Mr, Abbas Oof.lan El Khalifa 

12. !!Ir, D, Kapya 

13. J.rr-s. T.S. Karur.mna 

14. Mr, Lin{Songa Epako 

15. Mr, Leshwange illbei 

16. Mr, A.N. Chil'luka 

17. Dr, Peter ONU 

18. Mr. M. Daar 

19. '.t.!I'.'. C.J. Bakucsegha 

20. Mr, r.c. 141_:lonzi 

REPRES~TING 

Burundi 

C ai71oro ol'l 

Ghnna 

~Tiger in 

Ni.;0ria 

Uganda 

Uganda 

Rwanda 

Senegal 

Sur:lan 

Sudan 

Tanzania 

Tanzania 

Z['.iro 

Z·'.irc 

OAU AsGist, Secretary-Gener<.J. 
(Administration) 

OAU Assist, Secretary-General 
(Political) 

Ag. Director, Political Dope.re 

Director, QAU/BP~.AR 

Coordinator, OAU/BPEAR 
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OBSERVERS 

21. Mr. Kouassi Ble Ivory C.oa:st 

22. Mr. P. Aclossar:.111 Chairman Of BPEAR C,C,. 

23. Mr. Assane Samb UNHCR 

24. Mr. J.N. Kai-1uki mrncR 

For saEle of reference the follo1·d.nc 3.11ll<lXeS appear at the end of thi r• 

report : 

!. Reco=endations of the 12th Ordin.:iry Session of the DAU Com.:1ission 

of Ten on Rcfucoes in Africa. 

B. BPEAR Operational Budget 1980/81 { 

c. Assistant Secretary General's Statement 

D. Directerb Report cin tho Arusha Conference on refugees in.Africa 

E. St;:ttement of the utlliCR Representative. 

I. OPENING SESSION 

In the absence of the Current Chair.:1an of the Comr.iission of 'Ten 

H.E. Citoyen Nzeza Kiluangu1 tho Ar.ibassM.or of Zaire,. H.E. Mr. Kabanda 

C8lestin1 the Ar.1bassaclor of Rwanda was requested by the Cof.lr.1ission to chair 

the meeting. 

The Chair1:ian started off by inviting the Assi::itant Secretary-

General for Administration to address the Co1:i1:iission of Ten. 

In his statement, Mr. Chimuka welcomed the members of 'the 

Commission and dre~1 their attention to the escalation of the ·nur.iber of African 

refugees which resul tec1 fror.1 a combination of mcny factors. He oallGd upon 

mer.ibers qf the Cor.1r.iission not to confine themsel'O'es .. to budge.tary mat:ters; 

but a:lso to con::iider factors which give rioe to refugee situations. 
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The Asoistant Secretary General referred to the event:i which 

took place in 1977, which had led to tho pootponment of the Commission 

of Ten until now, He admitted, however, that the situation had now changed and 

the· BFIT:AR 1ms once again on its. proper footing. Tho Chairman outlined 

thoe"JCnt;:i that took place oincc th0 last Session of the Commission of Ten. 

He referi'od to the BPEAH' ])fo;tional Correspon<lent Seminar early in September 

1977 7 and to tho Pan-African Conference on the refugee situation in ,Afrioa 

which took place in Msy 1979, in Arush;11 Tanzania. He also referred to 

the Council of JrJiuistsrs ancl tho two Summit Meetings of Heads of State and 

Gwernmcnt as well as to the 9th Ordinary Session of the OAU/BPEAR Co-

ordinating 001.i:iittec l.!ceting which took place il1 Augunt 1979. From there 

he annotated th8 ogcmda of the 01'dinary Session of the Commission of Ten. 

He referred r.iainly to aeenda itemc n° 4 and 5 (sec below}. 

During the general d.~batc that en<mcd regarding the Assistant 

Secretary Cler,c~'al 1 s sta·i;cmel'.,-t: it was noted that the BPEAR had already 

be on olevatod to ('. !JiviGion but the matter was awai tin"g the return of the 

DAU Secreta:.',V Gancral i'or impl<?r.iontatic,10 The Commission, however, urged 

thG So0rctary Gener'nJ_ ·~o Give further r.1oral as well as material support to the 

BllI'oau 1 putting into consicleration tho notion of cqui table geographical and 

linguistic clic·L:rib;ition )11 hir~ ei'fort ·to rcorui t more staff for the Bureau. 

Rcferenc o was made to the significancG of economic f:,,ctors in the 

creation of rcf'ug0Gism 11 ospocj_<:!.113'" .in sotlG cow1tries lleishboring 

racist Soutl1 Africa,.. It lJ"B~S observed that in sor11e of these cow1tries, eoonor.iic 

conditions ar"' such that a eonsidcrabl.c propori ton of the labotr force. finds 

itself forced to uork in South Africe. under very clifficul t conditions. 

It ~-ras, t11crefore~. sug&,·ostec.l that in dotcrmining th0 sta.tus of refugees, 

economic conoicloratior,s should ;olso be pLlt into account, The Comr.1ission 

further called 0.,)0;1 the countries concerned to strive to work out a policy 

of employmeu-c aimed at preventing the :how of their citizens to South-Africa. 
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Finally, some members of the Cor.imiosion ~riched to know whether 

the BPBAR embezzled funds coulcl bo racovored. After sol!:e d:lscussion 

it·was agreed that the Sec1·otary General of the o,m, on rccoivint; a 

comprehensive report from the. Ministry of Foreign Affa.irs of Socialist 

Ethiopia, should report to tho Council of Ministers. 

1I1 .. ELECTION OF TH";J BlmEAU 

The following were elcotecl as office-bearers for tho year 1980/81 

Chairman : H.E, Ambasoador of Rwanda 

Rapporteur : The Lead.or of tho Delegation of the Democratic 

Republic of the Sudan. 

III. ADOPTION OF Till.: AO~rlDA 

The provisional agenda hearing tho following i terns was introduced: 

1. OpeninG Session, 

2, Election of th0 Bureau 

3. Adoption of the /:genda 

4. R0po1•t of the flrusho, Confe:rence on RefU(:)'CGS in Africa 

5. Re;iort on th0 Uinth Ordinary Session of the OAU/BPE,rn 

Coord.inati.ng Committee 

6. CoQmittcc of Experts o~ tho Problems of Refugees from 

Southern J1frica 

7. Date and Venue of tl1c flext socsion 

8. Any other Busincos. 

Following this, a debate ensued as to whether or not to insert 

in the agenda i tEH11 "Rehabilitation of the BP'~,rn and Officers Incriminated" 

as proposed by the Zaire rlelcgationo This issue U'J'as thoroughly oxarninod 

by tho honourable delegates and it was finally reaolved that tho item 

should not be included in the; aganda. Thus 1 tho agenda w::is accor!lingly 

adopted with out amondr.1M ts. 
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IV• REPORT OF THE /1RUSHA COI!FSILTIJCE ON 'PIE: SITUATION OF Rt<:FUGEES IN ,1FRIC1l 

· Tho report of, tho .1rusha Confcr0nce on Rofugoes in Africa that 

was hold in May 1979 1 in ;lrusha 1 Tanzania was introduced by the BPBJIR 

Director. 

Tho Director started off by_ outlining tho backgrand information 

that lqd to tho holding of the Arusha Conference. Ho talked of tho 1967 

Conference on Ref'ugocs in 1\frica which preceded the llrusha Conference, 

tho circ11r.1stances· that· led to tho establisht>cnt of tho BP::.AR, the functions 

of the ~PE!1R, and tho groat concern of tho OJ~U Mur.ibcr States with regards ;: 

to tho deteriorating condition of tho African refugee situation, 

Ho ontlined tho 1:iajor recommendations that emerged out of the · 

Arusha Confcroncc which included tho urgent rovitalization of tho BPE,lR 

with okillod and clodicatocl staff; the cli.ffcrcn-o roleo to be played by 

different serving· org2nize.tions in implementing tho f,rusha roco«1mondations; 

and the importance of tr.:inslating the princi9lc of burden sharing into 

action .... Th~ Director also outlined the rccom•ilcmclationa ·ohat had boon madci ', .. . 

by the Ot,U/BPEAR Co-ordinnting Co,:imittGc when it convonod in August 1919; 

and the programme of action which the BFEAR staff was intoncling to embark 

on ~pacifically rcgn:cd·ing the ,~ruGha rccommcndaticns, the Monrovia rcso1L1tion 1 

as woll as tho BPBllR Co-ordinating Committee of August 1979. 

It was atldod that the st!rly should, inta_r alia1 aim at exploring 

possibilitios for appointing Senior Civil Servan.to ao National Correspondents, 

preferably .fror.i Ministrico cloa.liilg with rofugoc problems, '.'.lld that tho BPE_,m 

shonld asoist in tho ~.ppcintc.;cnt of those lhtional Corrcspondcn-ts, 

Referring to tho cow1trics with highest concentrations of refugees on 

one hand, and those without or with fo1-ror rcfUgce nuobcrs on the other, a number 

of deloga.tos stressed tho notion of burden-shnring and cow:iondod the idea to all 

Member States in solving the problo.c10 of refugees, 
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Tl1c co1:ir.1i 8 sion of Ten urged I:icr.1bcr Stnt8s to seriously consid.cr 

ir.iplor.iontinr; tho Aruoha Report on Rofugooo :i.nd also to koep tho OAU/BP':AR 

informed. 

FLITtl1-Jrr1orc-, tl10 quootion of misoiono ao rcdotaiilcndccl by. tl1c BP:'.AR 

d d . t t d tl t altl10 1"·-·'1 tho "'J·P7 .AR WPS not Director 1 uas discuaso_ ; ru1:· 1 was no 2 1a • ""'- " .. •• 

yet fu~ly ot'2.ffcd, 001.10 fi1i:::sio110 ~-1crc absolL1tcl,y- nocosoary to cnabl'c t110 BFTI:i\R 
'· - , .. , 

staff acl1iovc the goa~o and o.bjcctivoo of tho Euroau. 

v I R:::PoRT OF TW. l!INTH ORDii'ERY S:':;SSIO!J OF TIC OAU/BVi;,m COCRDI!!ATING 
• 

CO!llITTTEE 

While introducing tho roport of tho 9th Ordinary Socsion of the 

OAU/BP::':AR Co~ordinn.tinG C.ot1t:1i tteo the Chc:irman of tho Cor.1;;ii ttoo 1 Mr. 

AdoDsaf.la (ILO) 1 pointed out clearly that incroacing nl!>:ibors of rof,ugoos 

in Africe. ohould be able to provoke further thou3·ht on tho siclo of African 

peoples. Ho said that fdrioa should regard the African r0fugcc ci tuation 

as a dotrimont"tl factor to tho rfovelopncnt of their nations. He S'1id 

that no person or counti'y has a iJonopoly of being involved in a rsfugoe 

'situation. In other words 1 anybody cc.n become a refugee at any time. 

l:lr, Adosoa.:ia pointed out categorically that no ono can socuro tho future of 

Africa a.rn1 foster the dcvolopl:lcnt of the LfricM natiol18 other than the 

sons ;:-.,ncl daughtors of flfricao In this rcgDrd 110 mac:to cpocial appc~ to 

l1frican leaders to ··co11.sidcr s'criounly granting~ froo.:'.Loms to tl1ei~ :follol-r 

nationals to enable thcf.1 pexticipnte actively i11 tho dov0lopmont of .their 

respoct-ivc coun:brics. 

Turning to tho 01\U/BPE:ill, Mr. Adosoaf.1a outlined and elaborated 

upon the r.ia.in problems that have been faced by tho BP3J,R over tho .iroars 0 

These, he said 1 incluc:c the following: 

(a) The work of the BPT;f,R iEl incr0aoinc 211cl thorcfore the Bp::11R 

needs to be strongthcmcd in every Nay; not onl.ir in terms of 

professional staff but e,lso in tcr.:is of supporting st::!ff as 
i-1011 as office cquipr.1ont roquiro1:1cnts; 

/ 
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(b) A balance should be worked out between tho placement and 

education activities of the BPEAR, 

( c) Tho ncccssi.ty for irnplomcnting the !1rusha· roco:;u:1cndations 

concor.r;ing tho African refugees; for roco;.u11ondations that are 

oholved without implementation do not moan anything, 

(d) The efficiency of tho BP~1\R darn not only depend on tho BPEAR 

staff but also greatly deponcls on tl10 support of al-1 tho entire 

Of,U Staff, 

(e) . Respcnoibili ties of tho specialized agencies and the voluntary 

donors s)1ould be carefully moni torod by the Bureau, so as to 

know what each of them is doing in the African Region, 

(f) The progr."mmo and bud[l'et of the Bureau should be imploaJGnted 

with ma;x:in1w:1 scriouoneso in order to create more confidence 

fror.i the Hc1:iber States of tho OAU ancl the donor agencies, It 

was· point eel out that US $ 750, 000 ha.cl been approvocl by tho 

Co-orclin<:iting Cammi ttoe out of which US $ 600, 000 had. been 

allocated for placement and US $ 150 1000 for education and 

training. 

Finally tho Chairman of tho BPEAR/Co-ortlinating C 01:imi ttce informed 

the honourable cleloge.tcs that tho U!IDP at its sesoion of 1978 1 thG Governing 

Council of UNDP granted 7 million US dollars in the form o.f '::dclitional humani-

tarian assistance to Liberation Movowmts recognized by the OP.U. He continued· 

to inform the Comr:ii tteo that thic figure brings to a total of US ~~ 17 ,3 

million as the financial reseu:i.~cos available for tho activi tics in tho 

priority sectors wh_ich ~o toaching1 voc,,,tional training, health and public 

administration, He further informed th<, honour 0 ;blo clcleg:i,tcs that 20 

projects have boon approved for thG benefit of the mcr.1bors of SWAF0
1 

Patriotic Front,· the PLC(Azn.nia), i!lld .African lf."'>tioncl Congroso (South Africa), 
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Tho UNHCR Reprosentativo 1 Mr. Asoano Sa::ib 1 addreso0d tho 

Commission of Ten and in his intervention ho oxprosoed his oatiofaction of tho 

~ 

fact th.3,t tho Bureau hao t.'.tlcon a different turn, oopccitlly1 since th0 9th. 

Soooion of tho Coordinatin(S Cow:ii ttoo of tho. BPEAR. Jte also expressed 

sati::if;'lction oh tho ~.ppointc1cmt of tho two officoro, Thon he went on 

to cnuoorato tho pr:iotioal probler.m that arc facin,-s not only UHHCR but 

also other rolated.asenoios regarding assistance to rofueees. Ono of such 

practical problems 1 ho said 1 was that of d.i::itinguishing ·between what i::i 

hlli~anitarian and what is political, He omphaoized that refugees arc products 

of our errors and nado spCJcial reference to tho 1\rusha Conference of 1979 

which, in his view, 1:1anagod to establish a link between tho violation 

of human rights and tho e1:1orgonoc of refugee situations in Africa. 

Tho Ropros011tativo informed the Ccm.:1i ttoo that. tho role of the 

UNHCR is tt1ofold : Protection as well as l-13.torial 1'.irnistancil to Refuge co. 

Of protection ho renindod tho Committo" of tho cardinal principlCJ that thCJ 

gr~.nt of asylum is not an unfriendly, but rathCJr a peaceful and humanitarian 

act. Accordingly, ho made an appeal to African States to adopt their national 

lawn to tho existing conventions for the ben0fi t of rcfllgoos, He also referred 

to tho aignificanco of .~frican States re.ti~ying tho convonti.ons governing 

rofugooa. Ho said that tho only 18 J,frican countries that have· so far ratified 

tho conventions find it difficu.l t to cope ui th tho existing nW!1bers of refugees. 

Followine; this the UNHCR Representative referred to th0 significant 

role plQYcd by l'Srican States in ox.tending assistance to refugees; but 

at the same time ho made a plea to tho Jlfrican Staten to redouble their 

CJfforts. 

Finally the UJl!HCR R<lprosentative made reference to tho.notion 

of "burden charing" as, spelled out in tho BP:OAR Co-ordinating Commi tteo 

Report; and appCJalod to tho OAU Member Sta.tos to soc to it that the idea 
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is properly interpreted and implemented especially with regards to its 

implications on the welfare of African refugees. 

Tho Cor.imission underlined the need to draw up a clear, precise and 

realistic programme in favour of refugees for submission to the BPI:AR 

Co-ordinating Committee for conaiclerat'ion at its next session March 1980. 

Tho imbalance existing in the budget proposal for the projects 

on Education and' Placement of African Refugees (Annex E of tho Report of the 

Ninth Ordinary ScGsion of the BPEf,R Co-ordinating C0mmittee) was noted by 

tlta Oomission. ,The Colill:lission maclo adjustments to the budget and 

allocated tho sum of US·$ 450 1 000 for the project of Placer.ient and Employmen1'1 

and US $ 300 1000 for tho Education and Training Project. The working out of 

the details of the adjustments of tho budget was cntrustEJd to the BIBAR staff. 

The Com11isGion thanked Intorne.ticnal Organizations engaged in refugee 

work 1 UlnICR 1 IL0 1 LWF, I1J1i'.-1i' otc •• 1 aml OAU !aer.iber States for tneir contri­

bution to tho welfare of refugees. In particular the Comr.iission expressed its 

gratitude to UNDP for its attention to tho needs of African refugees e8pecially 

in tho field of liberation struggle and aoked tho. Chairr.ian of the Co-ordinating 

Cor.imittoc to convoy its appreciation to U1'DP, 

Finally, with tho ar.iendments referred to above both the BPEAR 

Operational Budget ( 1980/81) and the Aclr.iinidrative Budget (Doc.BPEAR/CO-CTTEEl/ 

31 (IX)) wore adopted together with the Report of the Ninth Session of the 

OAU/BPEAR Co-ordinating Committee, 

VI, COMMITTETI: OF EXFT£RTS ON THE PROBLEMS OF RJ:FUGTI:ES FRO/.!.SOUTHERH AFRIC.!). 

Introducing this top:io 1 the Director. of the BPEAR ·pointed out 

to the honourable delegates that.the Committee of Experts on Southern 

African Refugeea owes its existence to tho. 1976 .. Soweto uprisir1g w!lich 

rcstiltcd in ,massive exodus of refugees fror.1 South Africa into neighbouring 

countries. Following this uprising, the OAU Member States passed a 
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resolution calling for: tho stablishriont of a special fund to aid the 

affected refugees as well as establishing a Committee of Ex:pcrts to '·follow 

up the work. 

·Following thic, a mMting of experts was called in 1977, in Addis 

Abo.ba, Unfortunately, the r..ecting was frustrated by lack of quorum. 

In 1978, in Kj1artoum, Mor.ibcr States agriin expressc::d tho neca. for 

convcnine anoth0r ii1eeting before the end of that year. In November 

1978, a meeting was called, in Addis Ababa, which was again frustrated 

due to lack of quorum. 

Another r.ieeting was schocluled in Arusha1 in 11!?..,y 1979 1 ahd the OAU 

General Secretariat presented a builgot of US $ 5 r.iilliori, It was found by 

the mo1:1bers of the Commi ttec that this buc1get lackocl supportive evidmce 

and, thorefore 1 it was resolved that the Front-Linc States together with 

rrinrihf'~r.' rvf' -l-t--n T.Jjh":.~c.tiOll Movemo11ts ooncerncd .sho\Jld propare information 

.and data on the South Afr.ican ref•,,gcos with a view· to holding another meeting 

in Dar-Es-Salaa1:1 1 Tanzania: in June 1979. This r.1ceting took place as 

scheduled: except th~t the required 111formation and data was lacking~ 

The meeting was, therefore, ·poctponed and another meeting was convened 

in Monrovia: Liberia, in July 1979; but agrtin thoro wac no adequate infor1:1,,,,tion 

and'data. In Monrovia, it was, thus, rooolved that llPEl1R should follow 

up th<;l matter of collecting and compiling the relevant information with 

a view to calling e..nother meeting soon. 

Tho Director, informed the Com.:1isoion that tho Bureau has 

already sont ·a note verbalc to the Front-Linc sta:tcs ;md Liberation 

::_. ~ ... c.~ ~.: c~;:;cGrned to furnish tho Bureau with the; information to enable 

the convening of tho m~eting in February ~980. Tho Director, however, 

oxprosccd !,'.a~c:i.r:ii.Rr-i 'il.r01: .. ~thc question of· {totting thic information on time. 

Ho 1 . thcrofcro: st•zgeated that tho Comr.iission shonld tonsidor tho issue 

of BFE1\R undertaking a mission ac soon· as pos::iiblo to the affected count.ries 
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with a view to soliciting the relevant information. He 1 thus, suggested 

the following budget for the mission: 

Countrieo to 

Proposed budget 

Airf air 

be visited 

Per diem for 18 days 

Terminal expenses 

. 1 • Angola . 
2. Mozambique 

3, Botswana 

4. 

5. 

6. 

TOTAL 

Zambia 

Loso tho 

s,fa,ziland 

II 

11 

1, 170, 00 

132. 00 ' 

3,191.37 
================ 

The Director 1s proposed (llisoion was endorsed by the Coqmis~ion. 

I 

However, ·the Director was advised to read all the reports of his predecessors 

regarding the Soweto L1prising before undertaking the mission,. 

VIL DATE MID VENUE OF THE NEXT SESSIOU 

. It was agreed. that the date for the next session of the Commission of 

Ten would be commrn1icated to the members of tho Com1:iission by the BPEAR 

in consultation with the Chairman; and .that in the absence of an offer from 

the Member States of the Commission of Ten for a venue, the next session 

would take place in Addis Ababa1 Ethiopia, 

VIII. AN"I OTH3R BUSINESS 

The Chairman gave a resume cf the proceeding::: of the meeting since it 

· ·began. He made reference to the fact that the Government of the J:omoorat:.'~ 

t 

Republic of the Sudan has the intention of declaring 1980 the year for refugees in 

Sudan. He payed special tribute to the Government of the Republic fo Zaire for 

the General amnesty it declared :1hich has so far resulted in the return of many 
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The Chairman then thanked the participants for the frank manner in which th 

had condllcted the bllsiness of the meeting as well as for the co-operation which 

they had clemostratcd. The Chairman thanked the Rapporteur and the staff of the 

Secretariat for making the meeting of the Commisoion of Ten a stlccess. 

In return, the Assistant Secretary General for Political AffairCJ 1 

Dr0 Peter mm, thanked the membcirs of the Commission of Ton on behalf of the 

OAU Secretary General~ He ascured the members of the Commission that the 

recommendations would bo pllt into effoot. 

A note of th"IJ1ks to the Chairman was moved by tho Distinguished delegate 

from Ghana, l-h'. lllike A. Akuamoa. 

The meeting ended at 20.10 hours p.m. 
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Ri1'COMJllENDATIONS OF THE 12TH ORDINARY SESSION -OF THE· 
OAU C0!1ll\ll!§.ION OF TEN ON {IEFUGEE§.-l.N_ll!'.FICA~ 

The Twelveth Ordinary Session of the OAU Commission of Ten was held 
' 

in Addis Ababai Ethiopia 1 on 29th and 30th October, n.nd oh the 2nd Nqvember 

1979. In the cou:rse of their deliberations members· of the ffommission agreed 

on the following ; . I 
I. BUREAU' FOR THE PLACE~tNT AND TIIDUCli.TION OF AFRICAN RTIFOGEES 

} 
1. The Commission of Ten »took note of the steps taken by the Secretary-

Ge»erti.l of the Organization of African Unity with regards to· the 

restructu:ring and revi talisi.ng the Bureau for the Placement and 

Education of African Refugees 1 especially : 

a) the appointment of the two senior officers to ·the BPEAR; 

b) the upgrading of the BPEAR to a Division; i::nd 

c) the reform of the system of management of the BPEAR 

Funds 1 which has henceforth become the direct 

responsibility of tho Chief Accountant of the OAU 

General Secretariat, 

20 The Commission recommends : 

.. 

a) that now that the BPEAR has been elevc.ted to the status of 

a Division, the appointment of the Head of the Division 

takes place as soon as possible; 

b) that the staffing of the BPEAR be completed as soon as possible 

by appointing highly c;:ualified staff to the Bu:reau putting into 

consideration their knowledge of refugees matters and devotion 

to duty; 

c) that Q.u:ring the recruitment, account should be taken of linguistic 

and geographical distribution; and 
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d) that the BP~AR be provid.ed 

to ·enable it to live up to 

' 
In ord~r to further raise the 
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the necessary office equipment 

original mar.iclq.te. 
' 

of the BPEAR which 
,. 

the bnd manaciement of one of its staff had tarnished, the 

Commission urge:1tly recommends that the Secretary-Genera]: . .. ~ .·· 

furnish the. OAU Member States 1 Governments with all the 

·clarifications. likely to result in regaining the confidence of 

these same Governments by1 especially, supplying them the court's 

decision. The Commission recommends 1 in p::irticular t.hat the 

liesolution of the Council of lainisters held in Tripoli and the 

recommendation. of the Advisory Cammi ttee on Budgetary and Financial 

14i;tters be implemented. 

40 The Commission recommends that the BPEAR staff should scrupulously 

endeavor ·ta .safer;"'""d the interests of the refugees such as in 

seeing to it that the files Md c.c,.si<=B :.•o l ,,,tine to :r.·<>fl>g<!p.s. """"· 

properly m.m1J€ed ancl strictly kept·. 

· :µ. PROGRAMME FOR R8FTJGEES 

The Commission emphasises the fact that equal attention should be 

accorded the programmes for Placement on one hancl and Education and 

Training of Refugees on the other. To this end, the Commission 

decided to. divide the Budget of the Refugee programmes as follows 

. US $·450,000 for the programme on Placement and .US $.300 1 000 for the 

··Programme on Education ancl 'rraining of Refugees. 

II!. · NATIONAL CORl'ESPOND~lTS 

Having considered at fong'th the role of n.'.'!.tional correspomlents, 

the Commission calls on the BF:lJAR to unclertake missions to certain 

countries so as to collect the exact reasons which geneI·a·te,1 in.offici,mcy 
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in the service of the national correspondents. It further calls on the 

BPEAR t? est:i.blish contact with countries with very high concentration of 

Refugees 
1 

so as to consider the most appropriate means of ensuring the 

efficiency of national correzpondents, 

IV• PROBLEM OF BUllDJill'T fJHf,~.ING 

With regards to burden-sharing 1 without prejudice to the 

conclusions of the Cammi ttee of Nin teen in· charge of'1 among other things 1 

the problems of burden-sharing in Front-Line States, the Commission is of 

the opinion that 9ountries which have large numbers of refugees should 

circulate to Member States, through the OAU Secretary-General, the state of 

the needs for which they would require assiztance from Ot.U Member, as well 

as other, States. 

The Commission recommends that a high-powered iielegation from within 

the Commission of Ten visits countries (other than the Front-Line States) 

with a high concentration of refugees, to discuss with them all social, 

political and economic problems of refugees Dhd the issue of burden-sharing. 

The de_legation should also visit countries without or with fewer numbers of 

refugees, to make such countries aware of the magnitude of the refugee problems, 

· with a view to bringing about the implementation of the principle of burden-sharing. 

V, RESOLUTIONS ON REFUGEE PROBLEl'IS 

Noting that there a.re superabundant resolutions adopted by the competent 

bodies of the OAU on refugee problems 1 most of ;1hich have not been implemen:ted1 

the Commission of Ten recommends that the BPEAR: 

1. take stock of the resolutions in question; 

2. indicate those which have been implemented and those 

which have. not yet been implemented including the reasons 

and then submit a report thereon to the Coordine.ting 
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The Commission fUl'thcr calls on the J3PllJ,R to proc.;rnmme its work 

on the basis of the Resolutions ac1-optcd on refusee problems and submit 

this progrommc to the Coorcci.nating Cammi ttee in 1980 1 for approval. 

V 1 1\N AFRICAN COi,!: .ISSIOH OH HU!t\N RIGHTS 

.'I'he Commission !1ailo the decision ofth0_;-ron:rcvia Suc1mit to 

establish a Human Ric,nts Com,:;ission to operato within the framework 

of the OflU and expresses satisfaction with the holding of the recent 

Semif!ar on Human Rights in Monrovia; ani'. hopes tlmt an Africe.n Charter 

on Human Rights will considerably reo.t10e the number of refUf;ees in Africa. 
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BPEAR OP;!RA'l'IONAL BUDGEI' 1980/£11 

1... Annual Jl!;eeting of· the &eoutive Cammi ttee of U1'!IICR, 

·Geneva, 12 Days, 1 Officer (+AJ3st •. Secretary General) 

The participation of the OAU at this annual meeting of UNHCR is 

in conformity with the spirit of cooperation ·within the context of the 

OAU/UNHCR a5Teement of cooperation. (Res.CM/346(XXIII) and CM/Res.622(XXXI) 

Tho attendance of tha OAU at this meeting is extremely important 

. fo:r- presenting dossiers on behalf of Afri~~n refugees whose numbers have 

ever increased to more than 4 million, Moreover, the meeting affords the 

OAU an opportuni-ty to examine and discuss the various refugee oases 

of the past year and for helping to draw more attention to the .prol;ilems 

of African refugees and thus influence the 1580/81 UNHCR plans and 

· programmes with regard to African refugees, · 

2, . !nnual !1leeting of the International University Elx:ohange Fund, 

_LIU::TIF' B.<:J.~d, Geneva, o days, 1 Officer) 

· 'l'he :SPEAR is always invited to the IU'fi:F Annual Boa.rd f!leeting. 

It is at this meeting that the IUEF examines the question of t.he award. 

of _scholarships and bursaries to African refllgee students. From past 

experience the participation of the C AU/BP!ilAR has ·proved extremely 

necessary to argue and justify the .requests for funds. It shou1d also.be 

mentioned that over th.e yea.rs ·the IUEF has been one of the most reliable 

sources of finance for the ,BF:Tuffi especially for educational purposes. 

.) . Mission on Employment and ~1iucation of African Refugees 

,55 days (llx5 days) l Officer - KIGALI - BUJUMBURA -

KAMPALA - DAR ES SALAA.Ivi - LUSAKA - KINSHASA - LUANDA 

LIBREVILLE - YAOUNDB - NAIROBI - JiJOUGADISIIU 
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~ission on :Employment and Education of Africai, Refugees 

55 ~~~(llx5 days) 1 Officer - Brazzaville - Lagos -

:!1-P.c~ _ _Abid~ - Monrovia - Malabo - Dakar· - Guinea Bissau -

Alge~rs - Tripoli - Khartoum 

_!ii._s_sion on Ilnployment and Wu.cation of. A,fr~can Refugees 

20 days (4.x5 days )_]._~O_fficer - Ma:e_uto - GaJ:>er_oE_e_::: 

~ianzini - !\laseru ---·-· 
NOTE: Items 3-5 all relate to missions the OAU/BPEP.R intends to make 

in the course of 1980/81 fiscal year. The missions are for on-the-spot 

oonsul tations with the competent national authorities regarding placement 

and education of refug8es were recommended by the OAU Commission O·f Ten 

to the 27th Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers following the'' 

recommendation of the 7th Sessiou of the Co-ordinating Committee' Oon­

seque11:J;ly, the Council of Ministers adopted Resol~tio~ O!•~/Res.489(.XXVII) 
dealing basiyal],y with matters relating to eO.ucation, placement, legal 

protection of refugees, the taking o.f a country.'..by-country census· of 

refugees and the voluntary repatriation of refug-ees, 

Resolution OH/Res .·536(XXVIII) also calls for on-the-spot contacts 

with Member Stat as in working ·aut measures to relieve the plight· of :refugees, 

So demands resolution OM/Res .54 7 (XXIX) on Special Assistance to SoutherrJ 

.kfrican Refugees. 

6. Ant-cual Meeting of the OAU/ilPEAR Coordinating Cammi ttee 

A<!_~baba, 4 days 

The OAU/BPEAR Coordinating Committee meets annualy 'to discuss the 

:report on activities and programmes and budget of the BPEAR and approves 

the BPEAR Operational Budget to which many members of the cc contribute. 
' ~:. ' ... - )•• ' 

.,•; ..... " .,~ '• ..... , . 
,,. ..... 

., · .. 
. .. ,. 
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Annual Meeting of the OAU Commission of Ten o~ _Refugees, 

Add.is Ababa, 4 days 

'l'he OAU Commission of Ten on refugees meets in ordinary swsion 

once every year to examine and discuss the various recommendations of 

the Co-ordinating Committee and if ad.opted to reoommend them for adoptio~ 

by the Council of Ministers. 'l'hus the Committee of Ten acts as a Clearing 

house and liaison betwe.;n the Co-ordinating Cammi ttee and the Council of 

Ministers. 

8. 

Bubvention for tha BPJ:':JIR 

.. 
Financial Contribution to the Operational Budget of the Bureau 

for the Placement and 'Diucation of African Refuge3s for 

Fiscal Year(l980/bl) 

a) Subvention for the Celelration of Africa Refugee Day 1980/81 

in conformity with resol11tion CM/Res ;3 98 (JCCIV) (US$5,000) 

The efforts and meas11res aimed at sensitizing public opinion to 

the problems and plight of refugees constitute an important aspect which 

should assume a new posihon within the context of the activities. of the 

BPEAR. The Council of ~iinisters insisted strongly on the necessity of 

giving practical effect to the said resolution on African Refugee Day. 

b.) .~ubven~_i2n to the Operational 

1980/81 in application of th9 

Budget of the BPFAfl for fiscal_ 

resolutions indicated.below 

(USil!50;000) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 
(iv) 

(v) 

CM/Res.266(XIX) 

CM/Res. 296 (XX) 

C~;/Res. 346 (XXIII) 

CM/Res. 48 9 (XXVII) 

Ql\i/Res. 620 (XXXI) 
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All the above resolutions re"uest ~!ember States of the OAU to 

aocord-the !lPEAR more appropriate financial a.Ssis't.ance to er.>able the 

latter to undertake and reinforce measures for raising funds to facilitate 

its work of assistance to refugees whose numbers estimated now at more than 

4 ,million. 

In fact it seems to have become the regul_ar feature that the 

budget of ·the BPj;;AR is never fully contributed to each year and indeed .. 

this has been the case since the BPEllR 's creation. It is to be noted 

that the BPE:AR Operational Budget used to be replenished from the external 

financial sources, namely, the Danish, Swedish and Norwegian Governments, 

the World Lutheran Federation and the World Council cif Churches and uNHCR. 

Because of recent difficulties even such sources have now become reluctant 

to contribute to the BPR!i.H Operational Budget. 

The numerous promises by which many members of the Co-ordinating 

co·mmi ttee had flattered the BP:iililR have hitherto remained "dead letters 11 • 

• 
In the face -of the growing financial difficulties conf_r<;mted with, -the 

BPEAR has never ceased to sound the alarm to those who, on the more than 

one occasion, have not hesitated to affirm their sincer.e wish and their 

.det ormination to positively cooperate with the BPEAR and to extend to it 

all the assistance necessary for the accomplishment of its mission. However, 

in practice, with passing yaars the gap between tha good promises and their 

realisation continues to grow. 

One could in fact say that the diminution on contributions 

constitutes a serious brake i1hich acts as ··a barrier in the activities 

of the BPEAR in favour· of African refug9es. · If care is not taken there 

is the risk that in the not too distant future the activities of the 

BPEAR could be complet.ely paralysed as a result of lack of finance. 
I 
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In conclusion the BPF~\.R recommends that the OAU might seriously 

consider the financial a'.ltonomy cf the BPEAR by accocding it financial 

contributions with a view to helping it effecacio·11sly assist in 

resolving the existing and very arduous problems of African refugAes. 

This action would not in any way prejudice any of the existing areas 

of cooperation and contacts of the intermediaries who operate between 

the donors and the BPEAR. 

However, this amount of USJ150,ooo is glaringly insufficient when 

viewed against the numerous requests for ~ursaries and scholarships that 

remain unsatisfied and the ·ever growing number· of requests for employment 

from specialists and technicians from among the 4 million African refugees, 

It is against the background of imperative and urgent oases . 

enumerated above that the BPEAR is urging the highest organs of the.OAU 

to grant the total amount of subvention requested of us.1n50, 000. This 

purely African assistance will permit th9 BPEAR to feel that it is enjoying 

growing support ·from the Member States of the OAU. 

c. £,:e,eoial Fund for Assistance to Southern Africa Refugees 

US:/1120,00Q 

In view of the U:rgeney, seriousness and magniture of the problem 

of Southern Africa refugees the OAU Council of Ministers at its 29th. 

Ordinary Session in .Libreville, Gabon 23 June - 3 July. 1977 decided by 

its resolution, ci~/Res.547(XXIX) on the crgation of a Sd!:CIAL FU11'1l F.OR 

ASSISTANCE TO SOUTHERN AFRICA RF:F'UGBES, similar to the fund of the 

OAU liberation committee. The said Council passed Resoluti~n CM/Res.620(XXXI) 

in Khartoum making the contribution of' OAU Member States compulsory to 

the Special Fund. 'l'his fund will be financed through extra budgetary 

contributions and will be administered by the BP:EAR. 

~'he OAU/BPEAR estimates that a minumum of US',;120, 000 will be required 

for fiscal 1980/81 to help solve some of the educational and training 

problems of the great many youn6 refugees from Southern Africa. 
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d. 9J!2/BPEAR. Assistance to self,-help projec.ts of Liberation 

}lovembers, US$200, 000. 

~'o1lowing the deliberations of how the BP:ti.ill could help with self-
• 

help projacts planned and implemented by Liberation ~'iovern.snts 

from countries still under the rule of the racist minority regimes, th9 

O~U Council of lVJinisters passed its Resolution Ci\I/620(.X:X:XI) in Khartoum 

in July asking the 01'.U/BPEil.R to extend all financial assistance to help 

in such. endeavors. The BPF.AR estimates tha-; having in mind the' · . . . 

possible huge costs of such-self help projects, a minimum sum of 

US$200,000 will be required. · 

SU!!i£i.ARY OF' THE BP EAR B"lDG1'1r FOR· FISCAL YEAH 1980/ dl 

1. Annual Meeting of Ex:ecuti vs Cammi ttee of U:NHCR, Gel)~ · 

1-2 d<i.ys ~ Asst. Secretary General+ 1 Officer 

Air fare (Ynonomy) 

Perdiem 12x70 

Termination Eicpenses 

2. Ant_:i_!:lal JVie~ting of IU]!F Board, G(lneva, 8 days, 

l (,ffio9r' 

Air fare (1:conomy) 

Perdiem (8x70) 

·rerminal EX:pens es 

USSl,340 

840 

12 

US$2, 192 

===:::;===== 

US"l,340 

560 

12 

US'!ll, 912 

===i====== 
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3. Mi_ssi_oQ. .. O..tl __ J1'Eployment and _ _:l~l.ucati<? . .O of African Hefuge~-

55 days (5 days. per country) 1 Officer 

!!_GALI, Bl,!:JUMBURA, KAMPAf!f\i_ I~.li.? E3_ SALAM'i LUSAKA, J5;IlfSE;ASA, 

~A.· 1I~REVILvE. YAOUND.;J NAIRUBI. 1iOG,\llI~;a:Q 

Air fa;re(Jfuonomy) 

Perdiem 

Terminal Ex:penses (11 X 12) 

US$ 4,200 

3,000 

132 

USS.7,332 . 
========== f 

4, Mission on Employment and Jili.ucation of African Ref~e-~ 

.,55_ da_;y_0 days per countr;vJ. _1 (Jfficer 

BRAZZAVILLE, LAGOS, ACCRA, ABIDJ.AJ>r J4Q}ffi0VIA, !':ALP.BO 

DAKAR, GUINEA .. BISSAU, .iµ>Gill:RS, TRIPOLI ,KHARTOUM 

Air Fare (lEconomy) 

Perdiem 

'l'erminal Ex:pens es llxl2 

us:~ 2, 300 
3 ,"300 
' 132 

us:~ 5,732 

===========;;: 

5. J-iission on Ell.ucation and J'inployment for African Refugees 

?O days (5 days per countrz.2_1 Officer 

Air fare (Economy) US~ 2,480 

Perdiem 1,000 

Terminal Expenses 4x12 48 

US$ 3,528 

============ 
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II, Annual !ieeting of the BPEl:R CO-ordinating Commi ttce 

Addis Ababa, 4 days 

Salaries fer ·two Interpreters 160 X 2 X 4 -
·Salaries for two translators 75 X 2 X 4 -

Refr.3shm0nts 10 X 4 -

Subtotal 

?"· Annual Meeting of the Commission of Ten on 

Refugees, Addis Ababa, 4 days 

Salaries for two Interpret8rs 160 X 2 X 4 -

Salaries for two Translat9rs 75 X 2 X 4 -

Refreshments ·10 X 4 -

Subtotal 

. 8, Finanoial contribution to the Operation Budget of 

the BPEAR for the fisoal yaar 1980/bl 

a) Subvention for the celebration of Africa Refugee 

Ap;olication of Resolution C!II/Res. 3 98 (XXIV) 

... 

Day 

b) Subvention to the BPlTilill Budget for Jltlucation and 

Flaoement cf African Hefugees (Resolutions 266 (XIX), 

US$1,280 

600 

1,920 

US$1,280 

600 

40 

1,920 

US$5,000 

296(XX), 346(XXIII), 498(XXVII) and. 620(XXXI) US$150,000 

c) Special fund for the Assistance of ;y-oung r ,fugees. 

from Southern Africa(Resolutions 536(XXVII), 537(XXIX) 

and 620(XXXI) US$120,000 

d) BPEAR"assistance to self-help project implemented 

by Liberation Movements (Resolution CM/Res.620(XXXI) US$200,000 

Total BPE/ill proposed Budget (1980/81) US-499,336 

=;;;;=::::========== 
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OPENING SPEECH TO ·THE 12TH ORDDIARY SESSIOU OF THE 
QQ!:®SSION OF TEN ON RF.FUGDE PROBLEr'B .. 

(BY ~m. A.N. CHIMU!CA 1 ASSL'3TANT SECRl1'1'1lRY-GENERAL) 

FOR ADMINISTRATION 

Your Excellencies, 

Honourable DeleGates 1 

The Chairman of the Commission of Ten on Refugee Problems, 

Ladies an\]. GentlemeJ?. '· 

I wol1ld lilc'e to welcome you to this 12th Ordinary Session of the 

Comr.1ission of Ten on the refugee problems which takes .place at a moment 

when the problem of refll/;ees in Africa is steadily growing worse. In 1976 1 
. 

a conservative estimate of Africa's refu;;ees i~as put at 2.6 million, Now 

the figure has grown to more than 4 million 1 which means that one ·out of 

every 100 persons is a refugee. 

2. This escalation in the number of African refU[;ees reslllts from 

a combination of factors and circumstances laraely relatine. to the inten­

sification of the liberation stru3ele being waeed by the peoples of Southern 

Africa 1. Zimbabwe, and Namibia who have escaped the malpractices of racist 

and minority regimes; and 1 also relatine to such unfortunate cases of 

political strife such as border ·conflicts, claims and counter-claims 

associated with the legacies of colonialism in .some of the independent 

African countries. We wish, however, to thank those African Governments 

which in :the spirit of Afri.can Unity and African solidarity have declared 

general amnesty to their fellow nationals to return home and par.ticipate 

in natio11-building. Alone; these lines we wish also to express our grati twie 

to those African Governments that have just given indications cf giving 
I 

amnesty to their fellow nationals who have fled their respective countries. 
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I now ca'.Ll 1,1.pon, Your Excellencies, not only to concern 

· yourselves with budgetary matters 1 but also to consider in depth factors 

which compel the best sons and dauehters of Africa to leave their countries 

of origin and go elsewhere• I appeal to you also to find ways and means of 

making African political leaders give further thought to the seriousness of 

refugee problems. 

Your Excellencies, I am sure you are aware of the fact that the 

Commission of Ten has at least to meet once a yea:r. It has to be noted 

that it was not possible to convene such a meeting during 1978 1 .besically 

due to the events that took place in the year 19771 and led to th.e redeployment 

of the BPEAR staff to other departments within the OAU 1 and the subsequent 

freezing of the BPEAR accounts as advised by the Advisory Committee of the 

OAU, I am, however, glad to report to you th;:it the circumstances which 

prevailed a short while ago over the BPEAR and which made the international 

organizations and voluntary agencies witho'.Ld their financial assistance 

. have now been resolved. Two hi3hly competent staff have· been recruited 

by the General Secretariat to the OAU/BPEAR; and 'the G'meral Secretariat 

is on the way to eI:iploying more profescional staff in order to·strengthen 

the OAU/BPEAR even· more. 

5, Your Excellencies, permit me at this juncture to give you a 

picture of the major events that took place since the last session of 

the Commission of Ten, One of such events was the convening of the BPEAR 

National Corrcsrondence Third Seminar between 13 and 14 September 1977
1 

in 

Addis Ababa. The other event was the Pan-African Conference on the Refugee 

situation in Africa which took place from 7 to 17 J,1a.y, 1979 in Arusha, 

Tanzania. 
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Tllen there were four meetings of the Council of Ministers and two 

Summit Meetings of Heads of State pnc1 Government. Finally, there was 

the 9th Ordinary Session of the OAU/BPEAR Co-ordinating Committee which 

took place between 20 a.ncl 23 August, 1979. All these neetings and con­

ferences gave rise to a number of far reaching resolutions p~rtaining to 

refugee work in Africa. 

Your Excellencies 1 

Honourable Dolegates 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

6. Agenda i tern No 4 is the Report of the Arusha Conference on 

Refugees. Under this iten 1 the honorable delegates are invited to examine 

the following : 

(a) The short, medium and long term objectives of the 

conference, which appear on pa,o;es 2 and 4 of the report. 

(b) The budgot proposals appearing in Annex E of the 

report, as well as the attached Administrative 

budget constitutirg Document: BPEAR/CO-CTTEE/31 (IX). 

(d) The proposals of the Co-ordinating Com1ittee on setting up 

Mr. Chairman 

a sub-committee on scholarships and counselling appearing 

in pages 18-19. 

Your Excellencies, 

8. It is my sincere hope that the draft resolutions which your 

Committee will submit to the Council of l!inisters for adoption will 

constitute the means for effective and realistic operation of' the BPEAR 

in its endeavour to live up to its original mandate. 

I . thank you. 
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OAU/BPEJ\R AG. DIREC'I'OR 'S REPOHT TO TEE Ti'/Elli'FI'H OHDHTJ\RY 

§PSSION _ _Q}•:_ THE COf];lISSION OF TIPJ1 

Mr. Chairman, 

Your Ex:oellenoies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

(Addis Ababa, October 29-30 1 1979) 

I 

On behalf of the OAU/BPEAR Staff; I wish to first of all like to 

welcome the honorable delegat<'ls in their capacity as representatives of 

their respective States being Members of the OAU/BPEAR Commission of: Ten, 

to the Twelveth Ordinary Session. I wish them a fruitful stay with us and 

a happy return home at the oonelusion of our session. 

I/Jr, Chairman, 

The African refugee problem assumed to have .. emerged at the turn of 

the 1950s did so with Africans fleeing from the o<;lious policy of apartheid 

of the minority racis"'o regimes of Southern Africa, as well as from. the 

Portuguese colonial administration, By the early 1960s, the problem had 

become more acute as refugees began fleeing in much greater numbers not 

only from colonial and white-dominated territories but also from some 

independent African States, Thus, toda3• •·10 no longer describe the magnitude 

of the African refugee problem in terms of thousands but rather in millions; 

with the most recent figure having gone beyond the four-million mark, What is 

more, ih. certain countries the daily influxes are not in tens 1 or even hundreds i 
but rather in thousands, 

The socio-political changes taking place in many parts of Africa 

continue to bring about a constant flow of now refugees, In general, their 

future is uncertain, Somo have been repatriated after a time in exile; and 

thanks go to all those African Governments that have declared general amnesty 

to enable their fellow nationals to return home. However, others are doomed 

to remain refugees for the unforeseeable future. 
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The African refugee is first and. forGmost 1 a human being who has given 

up the seouri ty of his home, Ile has had to leave. ·his belongings 1 friends and 

possibly his family behind. Perhaps he will never see thorn again. In a new 

and alien environment 1 he is left with the fears of his o•m seouri ty and the 

worry of·his own daily existence. He lives from hand to mouth; but sometimes 

the hand do0~ not even reach the mouth, 

. For refugees the mental trauma is hard to throw off; and ... the time 

in exile frequently leaves behind deep personal soars. Children, or young 

people. in general,·, and even women are particularly vulnerable to hardships 

of any form in a refugee situation. 

However, in his uprooted- existence, the refugee constantly hopes that, 

one day he will be able to return home and walk on a familiar ground. African 

refugees have not chosen to be what they arc. They arc created by forces 

beyond their control. They are pepole who have been victims of various 

political events and developm(mts mainly of a racial discriminatory character, 

apartheid,, oppression ,of humanity, socio-political deprivation, and systematic 

assault on human civilizations partioUlary obtaining in South Africa, Rhodesia 

and Namibia, 

ll\r, Chairman, 

That Member States of the OlcU havo boon continuously concerned about 

the African refugee problem is a feature attested to by their earlier effort 
' to convene a Conference in Addis Ababa, in 1967 1 to find specific solutions to 

the Afric:an refugee problem. Out of this emerged what is known as the Ol.U 

Convention Governing the Specific As',ioots of Refi.i.gco Problems in Africa, 
' 

adopted in September 1969. 

Another significant feature that cmcrgcii out of the 1967 Conference was 

the creation of tho ·OAU Bureau for the Placement and. Education of African 

Refugees (Bffif.R), whose duties are carried out under the guidance and super­

vision of two Cor.imi ttees: 
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(a) The Co-:grdin':-tint;_C.'?.~mitt~~ 11hosc membership includes UNHCR 1 

UlIBCA and many international organizat.ions and Voluntary Agencies 

dealing with refugee work in Africa; and 

. (b) The 9ommission of ~~whose membership consists of ten 

lifom-oer States of the OAU. 

BY PLJ}C:::ED~::!'. is meant the process of resettling a refugee in 

another country where preferably an cmploymcmt opportunity has been made 

available for tho refugee, This is an exercise that calls for the concerted 

effort of tho BPEAR, UNHCR, lfombor States of tho OAU, and other international 

organizations and voluntary agencies. BY 2_)?UCi.TIOJ:'! is meant tho process of 

offering scholarships to various cadres of African refugees to pursue voca-

t ional training i)rogrammes as 11ell as undergraduate studies within Africa 

and sometimes outside Africa. 
. ' 

Mr. Chairman, 

Despite tho fact that Member Stdes of the OilU have for more than a 

decade been grappling ·with the African refugee problem with considerable 

s,criousness 1 the problem has 1 instead, not only persisted but has also been 

gaining greater and greater momentum. Against this background the idea of 

holding a meeting, somewhat similar to. ·the l-967 Refugee Conference, was co11ooi­

ved by the Allifrica Conference cf Churc~es 1 at the beginning of 1977• It 

was this humble initiative that resulted in tho mammoth Arusha Pan-African 

Conference of J:lay 1979• Precisely, this Conference which was co-sponsored 

by the UNHCR, UNECA and the OAU was, in comparison with the one which was 

held in 1967 1 in Addis Ababa, unique in many ways: 

1. · It was held ac;ainst alarming reports that the number of African 

refugees had cro;m by fourfold since 1967 - thereby reaching a 

new pGak of more than L). million .• 
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2. It. was )1eld against r9ports that out of the total Ol~U members!iip of . 

49, only 18 countrfos, .some cf 11hich 0re shockingly poverty-stricken, 

share 90 per cent of the burden of providing asylum and care to the 

.African refugees, 

3, f, totnl of 38 lilcmbor St0tos cf the OJ.U plus liberation movements 

recognized by tho OLU wore ropresen'rnd at the Conference bJ' high­

p01-mred delegations. 

' 4, Almost all international orgnnizations and v9ltmtary agencies 

e;-igaged in f.frican refugee work or, at .least, concerned .with the 

1lfrican rcf11(;ee problem were also roprosentod at ·Ghe Conference. 

5. The Conference (l.oalt with all the salient asp9cts of th9 AfricaJ;J. 

refugee :)robli;im, be they legal and protc9tion, economic, social, 
' 

. i11stitutio11~1, ad.rai'.'L1istrativc, fi11ai1ciel 7 or \'Iha-tcvor. 

6. The catn.logue of tho rocornnondat io::is that emerged from tho Conference 

included a variety of specific rccor.ira<mdatio:1s on tho rejuvenation of 

the OAU/BP~/B in the wake of all the difficulties the;~ tho Bureau 

had boon confronted with since tho turn of 1977, The catalogue also 

included specific recommendations on -tho follow uri' aml implementation 

of tho Ar\1sha. roconuncndations -. si)ocif;;ring clearly the role of 'Ghc 

OAU/BPiJLR 1 tl'.0 UNHCR 1 ·Gho UN:SCA, tho Of,U llomber States a:1cl such like 

refugee serving agencies o · Anotl1cr rnajor spocifib rcco1araenda.tion ~1es 

that of an app0al to all !!ember States of tho OAU to transluto ·the 

princi9lo of burde~ sharine; into real notion. 

l\lr. Chairman, 

The OLU Secretary-General's report of the BE'.:lill to the 33rd Ordiiw~ry 

Session of tllo Council of Hinistors and tha :i,6th Summ:j.t !looting of '\;he l!ca,ds. 

of State ai;id Governnc+1t convened in Mo;irovia, Liberia., in July 1979, carried, __ 

_in~r ali8: 1 tho report and the rccommcnde.tiono of the f.rusha Pan-1'.frican 

Conference on llofugocs in .Africa, Both the Council of l.!inistors and the 

Sumn1i t 011dorscd. tl1c .t~rusl~a 11e:fugec Confcrc::.100 l1econrrno11datio11s o.11d accordingl3r 

adopted an iri1l)ortant, rcsol1.1tio11 rcgardi11G' tl1e A:frican refugee situation. 
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Following the Liberia 33rd Ordinary Seosion of tho Co\moil of llinisters 

and .. the 16th Sum1:iit Hooting of Heads of State and Govornmen'\; 1 the OitU/BmAR 

Co-ordinating C9mmittee llceting was co!wened in Addis Aoaba 1 sthiopia 1 from 

.20. to 23 f,ugust, 1979, 

Lll the l.rusha recommendations toc;ether with the Honrovia resolution 

pertaining t.o ihe !tfrican Refugee Problem were. duly introcl.uecd 'GO tho li!orpbers 

of the Co-<;>rdinat:Lng Cammi ttoe, And out of their deliberc1tions emerged, 

inter alia, tho following salient recommendations; 

1. That OiUJ Secretary-General should implement as soon as possible 

tl1c ! .. rusha. rccomnio11dat.ion rcgardi11g tl10 rcstructi;tri11g i:.l.lJ.d strc11g-

thening of the BP~il . .'.R, On this specific recommendation, li!r, Chairman, 

I have the pleasure to report that t;·10 iJersons with considerable 

experience. in refugee work have already been recruited to work in 

the Bureau, 2.nd tho General Sooretr::dat of tho OAU is at the moment 

busy looking for highly qualified and EJkilled manpo11er to fill the 

rest of t 110 vaca11t posts of t11c BF.illl~it o 

2. That the Of.U Seorctarie.t togctlwr with the BPELR should officially 

comn1tu1icatc all tl1c rccor!loo:~clat io11s of' tl10 1lru.sha Refugee Conforoncc 

as w·ell as tl1c I.Ionrovia Rcsolutioil 011 tl10 ll.frica!'l refugee problem to 

all !.!ember Stntcs of tho OflU and l'Oport back to all intornational 

rcfu.goc serving org2..11izations rcGaI'din[;' the mce.suros adopted by tho 

various Of:.U Iicmb9r Stutes. to in1ploraoi1t tliOSC rccomr.1011dntio11s a11d 

resolution. J.lr. Chairman, I am ploasod to report that all tho· said 

recommendations 8,na. rosolt:tion llave bacn cluly despatched to all !!!ember 

States of tl'!o 01tU; v1i th a note vo1~bal~ appealing to tl10 f.1ember Qtatcs 

to effect the imple1:iontntion of tho same. He now leave it to the 

I:iombcr St.:lics of tl10 Oli.U to use tl1cir cood offices and 1)rococd to 

implor.1cnt those rcoo·1mnendatiens and l'Osolution <rith a view to 

sending rC[,'Ular prog-rcos reports 011 t11cir implcmc11tation exercises to 

tho OAUjDPB.'.R for further action. 
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3, That tho O!.U/BPJJAR staff mounts a study, as soon as possible, aimed 

at dotorr.iining tho efficiency and efficacy of tho O!.U/BP-1!!1.R National 

Correspondents and report back the fi.ndings of tho study. to tho 10th 

Ordi11ar:y- Sos9io11 of tho Co-ortlii1ating Co1nrnit:Gcc of' I:Iarcl1, i9Bo. 
l'1r. Chairman, permit mo to inform tho tlistinrruishod d<;ilogatos that 

tho BPg;\R recognizes tho significance of such a study, and has gone 

ahead to r,mko the nooossary preparations to launch tho study ·in 

Ifovombor this year, 

4.. That tho O!.U Socrotary-Gonoral should 1 as soon as. ).'.lOssiblo, write 

a lotter (ancl sign it himself) to all donor asencios highlighting 

tho clifficultios that tho BPTIJLR faced bot11oon 1977 and 1979, and 

assuring ·hho donors of tho clr~tic changes that have 0oon made in 

an effort to rovi talizc the Bureau, That in tho same lotter 1 tho 

Socro-Gary-Goneral should emphasize the need. for funds to moot tho 

educational .commitments of tho B?.C:i:R; and should also ·Spell out 

that from now onwards, Placement will bo a priority activity of 

tho Buronu. 

Once more 1 lir, Chairr.ian 1 permit me to assure tho honourable delegates 

that by the o:tcl of this year tho said letter will have bocm despatched to 

all tho relevant organs. 

Furthermore 1 tho significance which tho OAU/BPili\R now attaches to the 

issue of Placement of /,frican refugees is ai;tootcd to by ·oho fact that in 

the Ol1U/BP;;;LR opora'tional buclgct of 198o/81 1 tho money allocated for .the 

Placement Project is about four times o,s much as the amount which is allocated 

for the Edu:..-:o.:Gion ?ro joct. 

I:Ir. Chairman, 

l!Hh your permission I ;1ish now to inform tho distinguished delegates 

that -Gho results of ·tho l.Jinth Ordinary Sosoiou of tho OAU/BP:JiiR Co-ordinating 

Committee Jr.coting have been compiled, in-Go a ro:;iort, copies of which wore 
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despatched 'to all Hombers of tho 01,u/np;~/.P.. Commission of Tcm before 

their coming here, This report which is now before the honorable 

delegates will oons'•itute the uorking documents for our present 

sossiono 

Mr, Chairman, 

At this juncture allow mo to place 011 record our grati tud.e to the· 

office ·of the UlTHCR for making available one of its experts to help us in 

the BPJ;i\R: and we would like to take this opportunity to commend highly 

the said Ul'lHCTI export for tl1e work ho has carried out in tho direction of 

enabli11& the Bureau live up to its original manda:te, 

Hr, Chairman, 

1•!i tl1 yot.U' lJormissiorl, I 1rish i101·1 to tt1rn to the bttdgci:;n.r;;r procedures 

relating to tho activities of the B\'Bll.R during tho 1980/81 fiscal year. In 

the past tho BPEliR zt2.ff has been larGely depending on written oommtmioations 

to tho 01~U liombcr States and intcrnntional orc;a11izations ivi t11 rog2~rds to 

placement aLd education opportm1itiui for rcf'ugoos in Africa. 'rhis procedure 

has' not proved. to bo very. successful, Tl10 Co-ordinating Committee which met 

in August 1979 1 therefore, passed a decision that tho BPlliill staff should 

unclortake missions within Africa and outside it to establish ,direct contact 

with eove:rnment officials and represent~-tivos of intcrnatioaal organizations 

oonccrnod1 rogarcling opportunities for placement cmd oclucation of African 

refugees. 

I11 tl1is T"C[;'C~rd tl10 follo1'ring n1isoio~1s i-1orc approved by tl10 Co­

ordi11ati11g Coomittcc: 

1. li1111ual r!1ecti!'.i.G o:f tl1c fuccu.tivo Cot~mittoc of UiTI:ICR 1 Go11cva: 

12 days 1 1 Officer plus tho J~~sistaat Secretary-General (Poli ti cal 

Affairs) which will cost US:f,2 1192.00, 
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2, Annual. moo.ting of tho International University Sxolmngo. fund in 

Geneva, for one Officer for 8 days which will cost US$1 1912,00. 

Officc:r in thQ following countries: Rvcmda 1 Burmidi 1 Uganda, Tanzania, 

Zambia, Z:;tirc, Angola, G2.bon 1 Caracroon1 Kenya e.nd Somalia which will 

cost us~,7 1 332.00. 

L!·• Mission on Sm:r.ilo~nont o.nd Eclucation of f,frican Rcfugcci, for one. 

Offie<;>r in tho following co\mtries: Congo-Bra~rnavillc 1 . Wigcria, 

Ghana 1.Ivory Coast, Liberia, Equatorial Guinea, Scncgal, ~uinca­

Bissau1 Al.:;c.ria 1 Libya and Sudan which will cost us;;5, 732.00. 

5. raission 011 :~duca.tio11 a.11d :!l!n1:f)loymc11t for /1frican refugees. for 0110 ' 

Officer L1 the following countries; Mozambique, Botswana, Lesotho, 

and Swaziland which will cost us;;3 1528.oo. 

In addition to tho above, tho Co-ordinnting Committee approved tho following 

bud[iot: 

6, lmnual l'Iccting of tho BP:•;»R Co-ordinating' Corpmittcc in Addis. Ababa, 

in tho year 1980/i.ll 1 ·.·rhich will COS"G US~l,920.00, 

7. 1lnr1tIDl mccti1i.g. of th'J Commission of ~Vc:1, ii1 ..:"tddis li.baba, wl1ioh 

will cost USSl 1920 ,OO. 

8, For the financial yoar 1980/81 vlO c:;:~Jcct to resettle a total of 

60 refugees in AfricC1, e.nd each of ·chose 60 refugees is asstuncd 

to he.vo 5 dependents requiring rc-sc ... c·~lomcnt o i:lo:10;}r is ~1ocdcd for 

single ~rip tickets for tho rcfUGOCG and dcpc11dc11.ts as i-roll as· 

all_o1vu11cos l,-,rhilo sct·tling i11. Tl10 an1om1t a1)1)roycd bJt~ t11c Co­

ordi11.:.:.ti21g Comraittoc for tb.is purpose is US~;607, 3820 27. 
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9, l"or the financial ycu,r 1980/tll, we in-Gcndcd ·to place 25 refugees 

i11 uJ1ivorsi-Gics c.11cl 10 1 ... c;fu_.gc9s i 1., voca.tioi1al trai11i11g i11stitutions. 

lfoney is required fer tuition, board a;1d lodging. The total amount 

Finally, J.Ir. C:cairman, 

·Tl1rough you, I "Jisl1 to tl1anlc all tl1oso ix1tornc~tio:-ial organizations 

wl10 11avc over tl:ic Jrcars ma11agcd to associetc tl1cms0lvos ,,;1i tl1 tl10 ld'rica11 

refugee problem~ Bnd wl10 h~vo relent lcGsly t·1orkcd ii1 favour of t}1c plight 

of tho African rcfugcos, I woulcl like, in particular, to '~harJc all those 

l.Icmbcr States. of tho OI.U who have boon able to give assistance be it in 

terms of casl1, land or wl1atovor, to tho L.frica11 rofugoos; n11cl. I 11opo tl1at, 

i11 the light of f~frica 's 1iJorsc11i11g rcfUe;,·oc lJroblom and the s·Gato of impovori$l1-

n1cn"t; of some of tl1c J ... frica11 countries c1u-rcntly 8l1oulclcri11g the burdo11, tl1cy r 

too, will roclouble their effort to assist tho uprooted commtmity of tho f.frican 

conti11011t ii1 tb.o ;:,roars to c omc. 

I tl1a21k you, lir. Cl1airme,11. 



Excellencies, 

Honov.rn ble Aml)assac:ors, 

Honourable Chairman of the Gommi ttee of ·J'en 1 . 

Your Eroellency Secretary-General of the 01\U 1 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

BF:i .. \R/cmrj:x/18(ID:I) REV. 2 

First of all 1 I shoulc1 like to thank the honovrable Chairman of the 

Commi tte of Ten for having kincUy c;i.ven me the floor, in so far as I am an 

Observer. This cives me a pleasant opportunity to ezpose briefly, to om' 

of the OlilT bodies 1 certain iss1rns rel a tins to the activities of my OrgG.nizai;icn. 

mmcn anc' 011U mnintaii1 close relations of consultation on problems of 

common interest anc'. 1~hich concern the refugees 1 our uprooted. brothers and 

siste1•s 1 the most c,eprievod. of the continent. 

In this consultation, BP.G.rn plays an import:mt role by implementi11;:; 

the general principles laid c'own by the high authorities of the Organization. 

I shall, certainly 1 be c~.ishonest if I c~.ic1 not say tha:t any Or;;anizati on 

follo;ied ni th much lJi·oterness certain mishaps 1 moreover 1Hill known, in Hhich 

tl1e B11reau 1•Jas invol veLl.. Tl1ese mishaps drei-J the attentio11 of m~trcn VJhich7 

"while contribution financially to the activi tics of the Bureau, was inc1ucecc 

under certain circwnstances to conc:uct. ;°Fu.~d Raising'n from other i11sti tutions 

co11cerned witl1 the fe.-Ge of refugees in t .. frica" 

~Teverthelossi I mUst say that tl1e efforts mac1e 7 today, to _revitalise 

the Bureau so o.s to mo.ke it more operational revive ma.ny hop<;:!s in meo Ul~lICR, 

Ni thin the frammJOrk .of this, restorations, if I dare say so, will,_ as in the 

pa.st, r;i ve its support to BPEJ~E .. 

In Jlfrica, as elso>ihere, the cause of the existence of refugees shoulc1 . 
/ 

be tho subject of reflection for all national leaders. lly friend ancc colleac;ue 1 

Pierre /1c1ossama, Chairman of the Co-orccinating Committee anc, ILO representative 
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in Addis Ababa1 has put forward. relevant ideas 1 which are an authori ty 1 on 

this issue, They spare me from labouring the point. 

UNHCR, an essentially humanitarian bocly 1 comes into action when the 

politii;ial contradictions. lmve encled proclucinc; their effects, '.J:'.h;,,t is when 

people, no longer havinG any links with their country of origin, start 

wandering in search of more merciful horizons. 

; 

But when we attend to human sufferings, it is difficult to i(l'nore the 

causes, And everyday i;e are in touch with a reality whioh teaches us that, 

in the fielcl of refugees, it is clifficult to delineate the frontier between 

humanitarian ancl politics, 

This is what explains those meaninGful words of a hiGh official of 

UNHCR, He said "The Refugee is the resu 1 t of our errors 1 his grief bears the 

condemnation of our cohduot as a people and nation. The conflicts of our time 

has, alas, drawn, in a concrete manner, a long list of his sufferings. His 

existence is a lesson and a warning". One cannot find better words, 

1-fe are happy to find that at the Arusha Conference, African leaders 

translated, by adopting awsolution 1 an essential concern, namely 1 the close 

link existing beti·1een the violation of human rights and the problem of 

refugees. 

I am sure, this resolution of Arusha which the African Heads of State 

adopted, will·bring in many .thouehts and initiatives, The fact that a seminar 

on the possible establishment of a Human 'Rights Commission in Africa should be 

held recently in Monrovia, after the OAU Summit Conference, would suffice to 

convince one• 

UNHCR1 in its day to day work 1 comes into action in iwo essential 

fields for the wfugees: that of leeal protection on the one hand and material 

assistance on the other, 

r 



• 

BPEAR/cmi/x/18(XII) Rev. 2 

li.n.:~ex E 

Page 3 

·By legal protection, UNHCR endeavours to ensure the diplomatic pro­

tection of the refugee. It thus fills a legal gap which otherwise could 
' have heavy consequences for the safeis.llarding of the fundamental rirrhts of 

the party concerned. By doing so 1 it requests the States to implement, in 

favoiir of thel'Elfugees 1 the international conventions to which they adhered 

freely. ~ese are essentially the 1951 Convention complemented by the 

Protocol of 1967 and the OAU Convention of 1969. 

~e provisions of these conventions forbid the signatory States 1 

among others, to expel 1 detain arbitrarily or drive back the refugees, 

In general, any measure by which a ~efugee is compelled to go back 

to his country or is sent to a country where he rightly fears persecution 
' constitutes a serious violation of the generally reknown principle of 1non-

dri ving back 1 (of refug.eGS). 

Although the right of sanctuary is· cionsiclered as a sovoreign right 

for the State granting' it 1 i.t is generally accept~cl. ;that the States must do 

everything to shelter thdse people askin5 it in good faith. 

A. shelter, at least temporary, must be c;ra')ted .to people in quest 

of it in case of massive afflux of refugees. ~e corollary of this state 

of affairs is that, in accordance with the principle of equitable sharing 

of responsibilities, the States facing the massive afflux of refugees, must 1 

according to their needs 1 receive an immediate assisiance from oth0r States, 

It would 1 therefore, be 1 as such, 1hat appropriate measures be taken by the 

other States so that the responsibility, weighin,:; on the country of shelter, 

is equitably shared. 

\fuen it concerns people looking for shelter as indi vicluals 1 we should 

earnestly guide ourselves towards adopting common criteria to resolve the 

problem of identifying the country responsible for e::::aminin,:; the request for 

shelter~ 
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In the context of fincling and clabor,-,,ting these criteria it woulcl be 

advisable to a.voicl the risks cf disagreement between States on the point of 

knowing which one between them woulc'. examine the request for shelter. 

In the srnlle line of iclea.s, the intentions of the requestinc; shelter, the 

country where he uishes to tcke shelter should1 as far as ;:ossi ble, be 

co11siclered. 

Finally 1 it would be aclvisable that the establishmsnt of criteria in 

question shoulcl be accomiJaniecl by provisions arr;:o.nging for regular consultations 

between the Governments concerned. in view of excmininc· cases for which solutions 

have not been found. 

It ;:o.ppears highly useful .for us to stress th2.t" the c;eneral pr1nciples·1 

clearly set forth in the international conventions montionec'. above, or 

followine from a free interpretation of ·their provisions, woulcl not bincl 

the States of the latter which did not acThore to them. Therefore, we shall 

continue to repeat thnt the ratifica·tion of in-ternational conventions in 

question by a larc;e number of States is the best guarantee for an efficient 

legal prot0ction of the refugee. 

.. 
The ,,01.u Convention of 1969 on Afric~-n Refugees, a lec«1l instrument 

adopted at regional level, therefore a manifestation cf a certain solidarity, 

a rel~tive community of interusts 7 shoul4 obtain from the States an anti­

limitation of their sovereign competence, whoso result woulcl be a larg0r 

number of ratifications. 
. . 

It shoulcl be aclded thd to receive "' cenuin0 o.p;ilication, th0se 

general principles sl1oulcl b~ ade.pte\.1 to tl10 concrete si tu-."1.tions of tl1e Ste.tcs. 

It would be "iiasily unG.erstood that, i:;-i ven the youth of our St3tes encl in the 

a~bsence of a well-tried. constant jurispruc:.enco, the intcrnatii:·11al norms, 

in most oases, coulcl not be·o..tlequJ.tely intoera,tcd i11 tho i11tornal legal. practice" 
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NcvGrthclosS,. we hevc tho rich'; t'' t;,i,lk thcct 1•ri th continnous 

efforts 2..i1c: self E.N·D.roness, this d.ifficul ty 1 tl1us rc6alletlr cou.lcl 1Je 

surmoui1tcd. 

I11 tl10 :fioicl of mn:t;0i:~l <J,ssis·bc.noe, my 0r[;c.niz8.tion r_,·ivos a 

V<--i.ricd. l1el·lJ to .tl10 rofu5ecso Thero uro iJroc'ra1rnaoS of t.nncrc·oncy help, 

lls CC:.ll ~JO euessoc;l, tl1Cf?8 cliffero11t C.ctivities require C'lllSic:cr.::.blo 

sums of n1.onoy. Fer your inf·.::rm .. -..tion 7 Uil[flCR, l!.urint~ t:10 :)£'.st tv1c: yo:i.rs, set up, 

n..n1011c· ..... otl1ors 1 ci,ssis"te:nco .pre:.':'rC.i11mos of ii1orc tl1.:~11 13 1nilli1)n US clolie.rs f()r 

rofuc::cos ::111cl i..1..isvlncurl pcrs~)11s after. tl10 O~.~:'..clo11 9r-11flict, 13 iTiillion Collars 

tc help Ur·;c..nclc..11S returnin; to' tl1oir country, 11 o3 millio11 r:olln.rs 1 cxcluc~i11f:: 

13,500 t·:ns of' fcc:d. 'for Zc.iri2.n rcfu~'E:Ds r:;~Jc.tri::.tGl"'.. fr')f11 .iill~-;ola. lU'i-ica. 

has 2.rou11cl four i;1illinn r.efu::::-ocs 2.i1cl ::"'..is·)lc..cc(l pcrsr;li.S in. tr~tc.l cf 10 mil'lio11 

in tl10 1'rorll1o Tho. I:Iicl1 Cornmissicner ic co11sci·:-.uS 'th-."',t. ir1torha.tionnl soliclc .. ri ty 

s}1ou.ld. conti~Jt1.0 tu Stl:;?iJort i·ofur~e:es in: i'.1.fric:::. o I-I0 is also .'.:';\i;2.rG tl11.'1t .i'.1.fricc,n 

Stc.tes o.lrc(~l'.y do co lot for th? refuc;Ge, Fi'-i thful to their tro.(ci tion of 

hos pi tn.li ty 1 t!1oy 1 i11clcoc1.1 m2-ko c..11 i1i1:lortc.11t ccntri b:1.tion :Jy opo11in{' t-riclely 

tb.cii: fronticrs'1 i·relc· ·u1i11:·: tl1co :-i11 tl1cir tcrI"i tories 1 t:-ivi1.1[!· them plcts of 

lancl fer settlarncint :r.11c~ t,-:kinc·· U.lJ ~ .. ioul tui-o sc :1..s to bo able to :Jrovic.lo 

for their ovn1 sustonc..11ce o 

I sho1lld j_1ot b8 C('raplctc if I l~id. r:ot r.1tn1tion tl10 efforts raucl0 by 

t'IJ!TJICR for the E(~t1catic11 ·c.11(::. Rei11st:::.llinor.1t of refur.;oos in .t .. frioo.. 

ii toll official, l•!ro .Joscpl1 Kcn·ru.lci 7 rosiJonsiblo for tl10 11roblcms of 

reinst.::.llr:1e11t 7 110rks in close cvllc.1)or;J.tion ':·Ji th B?EI~Ro I avc.il myself of this 

o-p ~ortUili ty .IGO SJ.y J 011 beltlC'.f of tb.c I:Iir~ll Cominissioncr, l1o~·i clz..cl I nm of this 

ver.y r·cod. coo11cro.tion !10 r.1:'.i11tc..ins 't-'1itl1 BOE:1R v..nd. rciter2.tc r.ry v1ish to see tl10 

in11ter continue ·to eivo poli:\;ico.l su'''"ort for findine possibilities of 

1'113~ns-1;9.lH.w; qun.lifiGcl African refucees in our Stat Gs, 
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Com.nissioner, layinc: emphasis on a resolution adopted 
I 

of I~ea;~s of ~State in l;io11rovio. 1 followi11p· a roccmmenc12tion 

of tlle :'.rusha Conference roquestinc :1frican Governments to increase their 

assistance to r ofucees by f.rantinc, them ac'.mission in their schools and 

universities, made an, appeal in tho same lino to the abovemontionoC 

G.overnmonts on 21 ,1ur;ust 1979. 

Perhaps this the venue to state tlnt it woulc'. be much desiroc1 if 

0/.1U, thxou{;;h BPJJ~.R 1 c;i vcs its necessary su1)port to tl1is aJ)peal by the 

means it woulc: deem appropriate. 

I thank you for your kind attention. 

: .. ssane Samb 

Regional i1cproson' ative for tho Liaison Offioo 

of the Uni tcd Nations High Commission for Refucoos 

in :1frioa 

/ 
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