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REPORT ON THE CONTROL· OF AJ3USE 
-·--·-~-- -·--

OF NARCO'l'IC DRUGS AND THEIR ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN AFRICA __ ....... ____ - ---

The African continent 1 s accession to independence in the early· 60 •·s 

coincided with an international social si tua·';ion which was translated into 

a decline cf '•radi tional moral and spiritual values fer a new way of living 

characterised by increasing licentiousness of principles and the use of 

products aimed at relieving individuals from the realities of a sometimes, 

unbearable daily life, 

The strengthening of an essentially consumption society 1 the effect 

of the return of colonial troops f;om·. the Far East· with newly. ·acquireu vices 1 

the organisation of an extremly profitable drug traffic ·an an inter-national 
'• 

.sca,le ~lhich revealed that there was. an immediately available and vast market 

among .the youth1 the confusion of this same youth ·which could not find an · 

. outlet for the search of ideals often jeered by a basically materialistic 

society, all these have profoundly ohanged'the cultural and moral structures 

of a western world at the doors of Africa, 

In its search for a new order based on justice and equality through 

a consistent socio-economic development, ·Africa should devote itself to fight 

illiteracy, poverty and hunger, In th:i.s venture, the relatively rec·ent intro­

duction of the use of narcotic drugs on our continent 1 constitutes 1 as 

affirmed recently by H.E. ABDOU DIOUF1 Prime Jilinister of Senegal 1 a threat 

that "weighs on the morality, heal th and economy of African countries", 

The use and traffic of narcotic druoO"S must be considered, at one and 

the same time., in its direct. implioat"ions .on the healih of individ1'.als and in 

its inevitable corollary namely the increase in criminality and particularly 

in juvenile delinquency. 

1 •. The abuse of narcotic diougs and psychotropic substances is an 

international phenomenon which seriously affects the 'life of individuals as 

well as that of nations. 
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This scoiirge·a.eii'rooe·s: the human ,'\)e~ilg 1 Uliderffiine~'-hiS\i~~lth~, 
" ' ' ~• I • 

destroys the family unit 1 questions the moral and s'pi:i;~tual val u.es and 

conseque~tiy beccm€is the grea.:t cause 'of unbear_a1Jle physical, and raoral sufferings. 

To the extent and as far as this roourge assumes gigantic dimensions 

it becomes a. serious threat to the politioa:l 1 social and economic stability" 

of nati0ns~:, 

During this last decade, the, situation deteriorated 'considerably 

because· of various :factor';;. '.):')le' excessive use of n~octio drugs spre:W. to 
. •I . '.., 

region:;i aha. groups. which until then. wer~ not affected.' The growth of air 

traffic,· the improvement ~f means o~ oonimunio~tions 1 · the exaessi;~ use and 
' . . . ' . . ' . . 

sale ·~f ne;,. drugs on illioi t' ·markets 1 the stress and tension of modern life 1 

the feelirig~·-of in~ecurity ,;nd frustration, the finano·ial. or health problems 

are ofte~'. ii: ~ot in most ca~es factors which 
0oontrib~te to this d~terio~ation.·' 

·:·. 

In their permanent search for new circuits to avoid" the vigilance 

of international brigades for narcotic drugs traffic control, the drug 
" trafficka.nas 

safe':. trans:i -~ 

fotlli~ in some African countries both supply centres and 

stai~~;,s fo~ nai~ctic d~~~ 'trom the Middle 'and Far East 

their r:iii.ai a.'estinati'on, Europe and' America, 

relatively 

to!"ards 

'.Al though the abuse of narcotic drilgs is prevalent among; all' age;­
groups and· strS:ta of sooi'ety 1 it is undeniable that the youth tends to be 

its favourite area, For African youth, this is widely due to this type of . ' 

11dis'cio" culture imported from outside which expla·ins that .·the understanding 
• • • • . : . ' . • 7 ...•. , • 

of a certain form of 'modern music is closely linked with the ~ntake 'of narcotic'' 
. . ' ' ' . 

drugs ~~ being a means to' be in the propulious state for aoaipJst,. assimila-,. 

tion of this type of "culture". It is not a fact that a "disco" star who 

boasts of not being able to excite the crowd without taking, before tl;e show, 
' ' 

his "pipe" or "piquousen, constitute for a number of.· youngsters a model of'. 

behaviour which his "fans" must imitate if they w8-!1t to be in .communion 
" with their idol? 
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The propagation schemes and the trnnds of narcotic drugs use in 

Africa can thus be summarised: 

2. 

a) There is a risilig curve of narcotic drugs intake; 

b) The opiates, barbituraiae and non-barbiturate sedatives, 

the hypnotics are used increasingly while some countries 

report the ever-spreadiJJ.g use of various drugs; 

c) 'l'he cannabis and its by-products are the major illicit 

drugs while the psychotropic substances manu.factured in 

Europe flood the clandestine market 1 especially in West 

Africa, causing serious concern to the governments. 

The p:i:'oblem of nefarious effe.ots of n;;µ'cotio drugs on African society 

is singularly worsened by the simultaneous use of drugs and aloholio drinks. 

It is an open secret that the consumption of alcohol ih Africa is gradually 

assuming alarming proportions and that we are witnessing ·a:n increasingly 

marked transfer from consumption of weakal·oohoDib drinks such as beer. to 

strong alcoholic drinks such as whisky 1 cognac etc ••• 

The mixture of ria.rcotic drugs and al6ohol 1 apart from these effects 

which are already dangerous by theDself t ase=e catastrophic proi)ortious in 

tropica1·01imate regions. 

And where governments have a relative control over dangerous narcotic 

drugs, Europe taught our youth to replace classical narcotic drugs by dangerous 

but inadequately controlled medic;i.nes which1 wb,en mixed with alcohol 1 produce 

the same effects. 

The control of narcotic drugs must 'be considered from two ·different 

a) ·First1y 1 'the developed countries exercise a rigid control over 

some products deemed dangero~ be.cause of their direct effects 

as well ·as their use by drug addicts as substitution products: 

It is the case of valium 1 librium and of products apparently as 

inoffensive as coridrane. 
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Unfortu.-iately1 African countries that impose the same control with 

so muyh r~gidity are few. ~sides, the foreign laboratories, suffering from 

the effect of restrictions imposed by WHO or. their governments, see in Africa 

a vast market where their intervention is ~1ot carried our under 

of deontology codes bu-t. most often on a purely mercanti~e basis. 

constraints 

. . 
b) The internati.onal traffic; of narcotic drugs is a super-profit 

generating trade and the traffickbrs ·. unite with the strength 

and efficiency of their planetary organisation1 equipped with 

enormous financial resources· andJfast imagination-. .. . . ., 

Thus m;ide.r the rigid actions of .. international bodies charged with 
··: 

repressing narcotic dr;;gs traffic1 th~ centre of actions of traffickers moved . . ' . . . 
from the Far mast to the Middle Ea.st 'and then to EUrope (particu1;ri.1y Genes and 

~se.:i.i'.ie);. and.: from Europe to Latin and North America.· 

Africa constituted 1 besides 'cannabis and, in one case opium 1 a fertile 

grm.1'-id, safe frof!! n~ootic drugs' therefore 'less likiily to be .the object of 

vigilance of the bodies spec.ialized· in ·repression of drugs. It' should not be 

surprising that from tlten on the crime society saw in Africa not only new 911d 

. relatively safe transit stations but: also specially· an· important pctentip.l 
. .,, ' 

market~ 

.. " .. ,.. 
4. .Africa, therefore 1 ;ii th 'its. present day innumerable difficulties in 

... the economic construction is faced with otherwise dangerous problems which 

are insidious and difficult.to control, created.by the introduction of the use 

of narcotic drugs on our contincmt and. its negative effects on OlliJe political, 

econqmic .and social.life. 

The increasingly sharp awareness of these problems was at:·the basis 

of the two meetings organized in Africa:· 

a) The African Seminar on the .ppoblems created by narcotic 

drugs - Lagos, 26 30 November 1979; 

b) The international Bl'ffiposium on drug problems in Francophone 

African cou.-itries - Daka.rr 7 - 11 January 1980~ .· 
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At th~ inte rnat ional level, the United Nations Corrunission on Narcotic 

Drugs held its Sixth Special Session in Vi~nna: fr9.m 11. to 20,;FJbruary 1980 • 
. . .. : 

Th~ .. QAJJ~. General ·secretarial participate'd ~ctive1y in tlle Dakar anc1 
~ . . : .. -~ 

v l enna meet ip.gs ., .. 
' .. .. .. 

" 

' Following ~he Contacts. we had establislled, t·h~. ~i~CUSS~qlf:S Nhich 

took place and specially the formal , request mcide. by'·'~he ..itfrfcan group of the 

Commission'. on ·Narcotic Dru~s it w~s ~~~~luded that ·the · pr~ble~-~h~i\ld be railed. 

at . the ~evel qf ·the :polHlicai bodi~·~ ~f . o~ 0r~anisa1'.:j..01i., 

Meanwhile, it should also ·be reported that not or;tlywas,Afl'ica.'s 
" " . ,• . , .: I . .,,,.. . . . 

position made kno.wri particµlarly at", the·, Vienna me.~rting, but ?]..sq. ~.hat in a. 

res.alution ·2D65(ixrr) ;·ECOSOO re.commended that · a special -~ttentia~ be given 

Africa. in ·this specific area. 

5. . \In the' 'light of the apoye f the concerns of the OAU. qen~r?,.i · Secr;e.r 
. .. ~ '· . 

· tariat cJi.d. African mem1?e:i;~ of ~he .. UN Commiss'i~n - 10n ' Narcotic· ni;ugs . . a.pp.ear '.very' 
: .· ' I ~ 

legi t'imate • 
.. 
Africa wit~ all . her well-known ·difficulties cannot., af~p;r,d , -the · 

luxuries" or' ··k~~ing' -:th~ ; ~ s9-qrge' cause;d 'l:)y· narco;t:i'c ·.:• ~s d~story -her youth 
. .. . · .... ,, .. ·•: '-· · .. 

and ·oonce'quentTy her future• 
•. ,• 

OAU shpuld therefore r eflect on. the follo'\iing: 
1·~ ·: l : ' • •' ; • ~ " ,' ~ I • ,1.-. . 

~J .. rA-stric·t ' ·control over the . distri"butio11. o·f psych6teopic . . 
substanc'e·s ;' narc:Otio 

and in pharfu~ci e~ -; ; 
and sedatives:of.-.all ki11d.''iti ho.Spitale 

. • I . 

b) listablishnen·t of: -restrictive list of these 1.lll.oontroled 

imported substances and administered without pl'0BO~ip't:Lon 
' ~ ~ 

an,d, }~i t .hout, medicaT' contro'l j' 

c) Strengthen national and continenta l . ..1?.0die~ ?f ·drug 

. . o~n.~rpl (11:~,qJ;t.hr . police';: "6u~t~~~ "and ·-~~~petent ~crvi c·ci·s) i 
• l • 
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,d): Ban ·OU ot ·he .'cul tiva;:l;.ion of products such a.6 /ca.nnibis:, poppy,-
. . . . . . .... , .. ,. ;·- ., · ·.·:. · .. :. tc .. :· . : • . : .-· .. - ~: . 

-"kif':..or .its strict control if that drug is cultivated exclusively 
• . • •• • • • • • •• • • . • • . • i • 

for use by labor~tories or pharmceutica.l industries9 

'e) '.ciie < e~t-~blishm~rit·:· ;of ·.programmes. on drug~ and .n;µ-co'tcic control 
. - - . . 

in the sociological and epidemiologic fields; 

J'. ) . !.ft.aro~e<;l ~r_aini_ng of specialised staff and strengthening ·of 
. 1::.··~·· · ~~ ... · .. .. t:·· i:. -~ 1.:,. .:. _ .. .. \ / :.~· : ···· . _ . .. . • i· . ·:· ·~ . , ; . 
.. , 9.,q-::;opera:ti on at the regional and continental ·leve'ls; 

·g) .PrdgIY8rmme.s of.·. :info.r.ip~ti .. ~~ 

dangersi pf. -dr~·' ~aSµg ;. 

' ' ' ' • • ~ j< i , ~ ,f. •' : ' . ._ ~, •;. , • .\"
1 

I f ' ' • • 

and. $ducation by ma.ss-media. cin the, 
• • " I • ••· ~ • - - I • 

h) Programmes, when nedessary, for social rehabilitation and 

.... ·iii:teg:i.Ati~n ·or ·inai\M'l:lual a,f,t:er dis.i'ntoxipati.on., ... ... ' · 

6 r. . • C6ri'cret·e1yt'ECOSOC lfosolution .2065(-LXU} 'ru( - ·~~),.jt!;~i;i ·;:tl;J,e. ir~QpllJln~nda-

tlons of the Lagos and Dakar meetings may be .use~ as: b~;i.s_ 'f~-~ t~e ~~?'~~J~ 

up . of a practical progranune of action at the continental level and at the 
, ·, ·1t);..: ·· : .. . .. . .. ... . ' . 

level· of oo~pei-at ion :with :ap'propai:rate' United' :Nations ;inst:i:tutions • 
:: ;, p . 

Besides, in our mind the proposal made by the Afric'¥1, ~~:rt~~ .~Y .:the . . 
United Nations Collllilission on Narcotic Drugs, constitutes . a vital move towards 

th~ " ~ontro:l· ·a·f··:i thi~~ . scift.~' .·1 'J.:This proposal~: includes:: 

- 'The conval'ling, as early as possible .<;li!ld. under .;!;J1e a.uspfq~·s ·of 
' .• • : ~ • • •• t - • • • 

the OAU, of a continental meeting of heads of wcotic services, 

who wil1':: j,.nQ.lu4e:.::i.n );he,ir _ _.deJ:t~g~tior+.~ .r:ep~~-s.ent~~~ ~s of appropriate 
... <• • ' ' , . I 

~~:r,v.ic"'!s i.e. he,alth, security', customs, etc.~, ,, .. . : . . ,· . ... , . . . 

7 • , .-.,.~t~erll_lore~ -the O.AU .~ne~~f.,, S~~yre:tari.~t hoped .. ·~~t . M.~mber States · 

wouid.-:·.' 
' . 

a) provide the Generai '~ Se<5retariat ·with ·<any_~,~v-~labl'e information 

rel~tihg: to .. dr.ug ;t·~ng. __ an~- .. ~µg'-tra.f;fi.o iµ t;lleir respective 
.i • • .. • • • • • • .. • ...i • • ... , , , ,. -. ~~ . .. ~- : :~ .: :'•:;.: • .::: .. 

-countries. A qµestionnai~e for that pu.rpose will be sent to 
. . ~ .. . • • . • ~, . . .... ·~ ~ ~'. · .. 't' l. . (: .. .:·~J :1~~: 

all Member States; 
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ECOSOC fies.2065. (LXiIY - ·special atten,tion t9 be devoted to African·· countries 
In preventing ... and..: '6o1mbat-inr-: abµse. ;of narcotic drugs 
and'· psychotropic substances · · ~ ·-. : ; 

The Economic and Social Council 1 , 
: · . .. 

.. ~·· · .; : .... ~. l;i"O"f\ ··· .. ···.r . 
Recalling resolution II adopt.ed 'by' the' Uni t"Eii:l , Na:t;i~J;!:S ~nf~~~nce to consider 

0.[..ff # . ,. 

amendments· to· the Single . C_q~v.cp.t ion 01~. lfarcot ic Dr'l,l.gs, 1961, in which the Conference 
,;-J ', : •. rt · • .. -l•• ,. . ..... ·.~ • . ~ .• , I 

.stat e.s that · tb:e·•.fulfilment :- ·by th<? developing '·C'ountri~l:-Ys·rnf.:.t_heir o·b+ igat ions under 
. , • • • • • . • . • .' . • .. .... ..... ". • . ; • ...... .: • . , .L ... ,_ ;,;·.! .. . 

·the 1:onventi0n· wf.l:l ... be· .f.:a9i],.itat .. e.q. by adec.i.uat·e ·~;;fohrt-icaJi·. w_d :frinancial. iitSsistance 
• -~ .. . .. .. 'f .-::: . . .· -' ..... • . ·~ ; . r ;· - ~ -

from' th~ ~ik'tern~t~i0nal PQ~ru~i~~,, 
1 

·; Recognizing that fn~y Afri.c~ .99un1!~~ef? ~· p~~t"ich1·a.r1~·;,ih6se,_ sou;t]t; :Pf. the 

Sahara,,.).ac~ the. re·sout~es"'t·o ·errab!l.e ~hem: t .o ... f).llf.ii ·tne'i"r .. o~'iigat..ion.a:,:un4e~ 1;~-~· 
. • ... . ..• . .. : ;..::· .... . I • # - . .. • • • • • '· ' ' : - • • ,• • • : . • ' .. ~ •• 

Single Conve.ntion on ·Nar:cotic Drug~:~ ·-.,1961°,, ... ~d ~.h~~-~ Convertt±on: a's :r:ame~~ .:~:'/}f}~ 
1972 Protocol, and under the 1971 Convention ·on P.sy~hotrop:i:c1 ·Sufrt:~,c~.s.) · .. ... : ..... 

Taking note of the efforts so far made by certain specializ·e'ci· :~o'd:ie~:·O;f the 

United Nations to prevent and combat drug abuse in some Afr ican countries, 

Notin~ that despite these efforts the actual situation in the field with 

regard to drug abuse is beginning to show undeniable signs of grav,ity, 

1. Invites the Secretary-General to ensure that the various specialized 

bodies of the United Nations and the specialized agencie s shall devote special 

attention to the African countries, particularly those south of the Sahara, and 

assign to them some measure of priority in their programmes designed to combat 

narcotic drug abuse, particularly in such fields a s e~idemiological and sociological 

surveys, technical ass ist211cet personnel training, regional seminars, regional 

co-operation, treatment, social rehabilitation and reintegration, information and 

education and crop replacement; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Commission on Narcotic 

i:>rugs at its next siession on the measures taken or planned. 

In pursuance of Economic and Social Council Resolution 2065 (LXII), two 

regional seminars on problems of drug abuse were held in Lagos and Dakar. 

(i) A seminar t~as held in La.gos , Nigeria in November 1979 for English 

speaking African countries; 

(ii) 
. 

A seminar '\'~as held i.!: Dakar, Seneg-3J_ i.n fa.rmary 1980 for French 

speaki ng African countries o 
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b) send delegates to the sche9,uled:··. Qon:fe.re!_l9~ which, i-f . ..approved 
~. ··.' .. ~-·'"" · -· . 

by the Council of Ministers, will be h:e,ld in,_Oqto1:>.er ~-~~.Q.; 
. ..· . . . .· . . . . - . . 

b: )' ···~i·gn t·h~-. ~nt~~ati9~al Conventiol'). on narcotic drtig~: 
- : 'J ' • .·.. I : ,/ t, I, ; ' ·1 I ' , 

: 
5 
i) 19~1 Sp~c-;i,.al: ·;Convetion ·an n:µ.cot:i:d Drligs': ~as amended by 

.. . ·: . , . ~he_· ,197.2 Pro.tocol, ... 

ii) 1972 Convention on Psychotropic substances • 

8. I°!i . will 'Q~,,d~roµs to under rate ·the problems created by narcotic 
' . , · ... } .l .• i.. '· ' ••••• ~ • · • • . , • L • ( o 

d~ga • .. This, . dernand,s .-"!iihcrt our ,states take concre.te g:~cisions against drugs . 

~d ~~1i' ~the~ .. fa?t.~rs which encoUJ."age 'th~m~ ''namefy~.~ ciiili:Ji~·;afloe '·anrc~f.,t~~­
We shQuld especially show proof .of .real.ism, political and .de\;~:rmined will to 

make" t:he nece'ss'a.ry fi~an~ .sacrific~~·-s.o that. Af~ica.. adequately armea.. -~~; 
effectively bontx-ibute ·to the . inter~tional ei'fol't for the eradication of .. 

. . • • ; • > ·• • • 

this .ocr-uge which poses· a· danger to' the physical ~1d normal hea.1~
0

h ot; our J. 

continent, 
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( 6) The illicit traffic across borders has been a constant concern of the 

participMts; measures sho.uld lrn onforced to stop such traffic, transit 

or_ exportation of drugs. In this context the particular situation of 

African countries should be taken into consideration, 

(7) International and regional cooper~tion and resources should be sought 

to strengthen the combat against illicit traffic, The multidimensional 

nature of drug abuse and dependence requires closer coordination and 

active· cooperation of the appropriate governmental and non-governmental 
- ' 

·agencies, It may be desirable for count·ries to establish formal, 

multidisciplinary bodies or, agencies to. address themselves ·to. problems 

of drug dependence, 

JS) All· African countries who are not parties· to the International Conventions 

are urged to ratify ·these conventions as soon as possible and ensure' 

appropriate implementation in their respective count:ries, .:~.To. this end, 

assistance where needed should be provided by the United Nations Division 

on Narcotic Drugs. 

(9) Treatment and rehabilitation programs for drug dependent patie*ts which 

are operating in other countries should be examined as they may be 

adapted to fit the special needs of Af~'ican countries;_ utilizing the 

existing resources such as family ties, religious and cultural organi-
. ' . ' . 

zations and others, within existing community heal th services, 

( 10) Appreciating the activitie~ carried .out by th0 various interna,tional 

agencies, in particular the United Nations Division.of rlarcotic Drugs, 

the lforld Heal th Organization and the International Council on Alcohol 

and Addictions in the field of drug abuse it is recommended that these 

orga'nizations "co'11tinue tl1eir activities and initiate programs on the 
. . ' . 

African continent with the possible financial assistance of the UNl"DAC. 

( 11) It is recommended that similar multi-disciplinary meetings are organized. 

if possible on a continuous basis by tho International .council on Alcohol 

and Addictions and thG Uni-Ged Nations Division of Narcotic Drugs, with 

the· possible support of Ul!D':0AC, 
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' ' 

Prearrible 

"' ., 
Drug abuse ancl. 'ohe problems related to the abuse of dependence producing 

· ''kubstances are widely prevalent in African countries and continue to increase. 

These problems affect: the individual, the family and society in general. 

The problems related to .the abuse·; of depend.,nce producing substances mazy' hav.e serious 

phys.ical, mental and societal c()nsequences. Absenteeism or :poor work performance 

may h•ad to socio-economic crisis and loss of productivi.ty. 

~he .Seminar expressec1. its concern with the increasing abuse ;of amphetamines, 

cannabis. and its ureparat:ions an<l. i;ith increased availability of psychotropic 
• • • • l" • • • . - • - --·· ' 

substances.~d recommer-is that efforts should be ~irected to: 

The setting !:up of studi8s on tho extent and patterns of drugs abuse. 
.... 

Thro investigation of the T~.J content of the cannabis grown in Africa 

· .>Jhich is reporteJ. ·oa be more potent· than cannabis grown elsewhere. 

The assistance of the UN ·Narcotics Laboratory is requested for this 

purpose •. 
.. . 

( 3) The determ~r:ai ior- o 0' tha types of training necessary and the imple-
" . 

· mentation of ap::iropriate manpower training programs for individual 

African ccu.ntries. Suc'.1 training should include not orily heal th 

~ersonnel ~ b11-~ also J.:;11.11 ei1forc8ment' Officers, educators , and others 

concerned with ·and involved in the management of cl.rug dependence~ 

(4) The early ,d.etectfon of dru.g dependent persons and the detection of 

·origins ·of suppl;i· end illicit traffic should be increased and evaluated 

periodically. 
':. 

'(5) The ex:i.stin1;'.heal th care services should be used for treatment and 

::el1~:~·0:Li:L·~atioJ1 of drue ~spenilr::or::·~ .f'Crsons;. provision must be m8.d.e for 
. " .... ,. '· 

· th9;i:-.:· '~<;~j_n+.~o-·p~+.; 'Ir.:. ln th~ community .. 
!, ~ • 
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( 12) It is recommended, that fact finding surveys should 'be initiated with 

the aim of esta'blishing factual knm~ledge of the extent of the problem 

of drug abuse in African countries and also to provid..0 policy makers 

with appropriate information to facilitate their tasko Such surveys 

should, i1henever possible 1 ·benefit from the assistance and expertise. 

of 'international orgo.nizations and through thEl use of the Resource 

:Book on Measures to Reduce Illicit Demands for Drugs published "by the 

Unit_ed Nations Division on Narcotic Drugs. 
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R E C 0 M M E N D A T ·I 0 N· ·s 
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PREAMBULE 

The following recommendati-ons were sent to African Governments, continental, 

regional and sub-regional organiZ.ations ,in Af~ica and international organizations. 

The seminar charged its.Chairman to present these recommendations to the 
I • 

United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs and to initiate actions to ensure 

that these recommendations wera sent to Governments and organizations conc~rned 

and that the programmes and projects recommogded by the seminar Were implemented; 

I 

The Seminar 

Concerned with the extensive abuse of cannabis and the propagation of 
I 

psychotropic substances. in most of the African conntries , 

Considering that because of the permeability of the borders, the measures 

of protection taken by, certai~ ... countries can be eff_ect=i;·ve onl~ if siffiilar ·measures 

are taken by neighbouring countries 

1. Strongly recommends that African countries strengthen their regional 

( 

cooperation within the frameworl< _of. exis~ing institutions and, particularly those 

of the Organization of African Unity e.nd the···Econc;m1ic Commission for Africa .. 

2. Calls on African countries 
0

to 1.ri~ensi1'their bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation in all fields and, particularly direct exchange of information with 

a view to benefiting from the experience acquired by those. countries of the 

continent which have succeeded in establishing systems of effective control 

INCREASED PRIORITIES 

The Seminar, 
( 

Conscious of the physical and moral health of the African peoples 

Concerned with thethreats that narcrotic drugs constitute for the youth and 

the future of the society, 

-. 
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while recognising the nee d to stre ngthen the control of illicit 

traffic, 

Noting th~~ ~ that so· fnr inr iifb'st · .:d ' rican c ountries e mphasis has 

be en pla ced e~pecially on repre~sivc ·measures " iri c dmbatting na r.i;.otic drugs, 

Awa r e of the neces s ~ ty of. 'in-frc)(f~·cihg preventi ve and cura t i ve 
• . , ~ .! ... .. 

measure s, calls on internati ona l organizations connect e d with c omba tting na r cotic 

' " 
drugs to increas e the ir ass~ .stanc0 ,t o Afria:an courit'r ies 

calls on the Chairma n of t he ~.eminar t o" communi cat e t hi s r ecommend a t i on 

to the following organization~ : 
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RATIFiCATION 'AND,·,ACCESSION 

The Seminar 

concG>rned .about.1the massive importation ir_ito. A~rica of psychotropic 
·.;•'' 

substances; at. times-~ .Un.known t:9t ~he autb.o;~i ties conce_rncd, 

·Aware ··of the:.-possi.bi~i;ti.e.s .offJ?red tp, the parties by treaties on &r.rcotic 

dr._ugs, ·With ·a view, especially ~o protec-f:i_ng their t~rri tory ag3inst an·y undesira-
;:, 

ble impOrtation, 

., Noting, the· ·smalLnumber of African co\ll'ti;+.e9 that have ratified the treaties 

particularly, the 19''1 convention, 

recocimends that African countries which have not yet done so, should ratify 

these treaties or acco~d to them as early as possible, 

SPECIAL ADMINISTRATION 

Tha Seminar, 

recalling the· possibilities offered by the establishmen.t of a special 

administration (national commission) pursuant to article 1-. of the 1961 Convention~ 

and article 6 of the 19"'1 Convention so as to facilitate especially_: 

the collaboration and coordination of the different appropriate national 

services, the use 

- and transmission of information, both nationally and internationally, 

the assessment of the national situation and preparation of decisions, 

1. Recommends that African countries which have not yet done so, should 

establish a national commission and·· · 

2. Calls on those which already have such national commissions, to increase 

their effectiveness, .by particularly appointing, at the level of execution, an 

official responsible for ensuring technical link between the national commission 

and all nntional or international organizations connectc.:d ·with combatting narcotic 

drugs. 
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NARCOTICS LABORATORY 

The Semina r, 
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Convinced that the absence of specia lised labor a tories· for the analysis of 

drugs a nd control of narcotic drug s ana:·.psych.otropic substanc.as, . ......... 

recommends that the countries-concerned should set up laboratories by 

utilising if necessary, the services of the latior~tory oi the Unied Nations 

Division on Narcotic Drugs. 

NOMENCLATURE OF· PSYCHOACTIVE MEDICINES 

The Seminar, 

Noting that in ma jority of African ,-countries, the prof usion of . medicihe s 

in the marke ts m~ke the control of_ psychotrop~c substances e xtreme ly diTficult 

and the de t e ction of cases of drug abuses prntica lly impossib'ie, 

Recommends tha t Afri.can countries which have not yet done so, shquld 

1. . Establish a nat i on2 l medicine nomenclature -limiting the number of pharmaceu-

tical preparations conte ning actives psychotropic pr~nciples, 
. . 

2. introduc~ a national s ystem .for control of medi c ines, 
.. : ·, ···.· 
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COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS 
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Draft resolution 

TIJCREASED PRIORITY ~JDTI THTI; COFTHOL OF :URUG ABUSE AND 
ILLICIT TRAFI,'IC IN P.FHICAf-1 COUNTRIES 

Algeria, EJ£[.pt 1 Kenya, 
Senegal, Togo 

Wiadagas car 1·· "MOr<2.£.CO ; 
and Tunisia 

' ~ I • ; .. j 

··-----· 

. :. 

. -·· . ',' ..... , 

The' Commies ion on, Narco.t ic :Urugs recommends to the Economic and SociaL 

Council the adoption of the following resolution:. 
•'•'•:le j 

The Economic and Social Council, 
. ·. ,; , 

. . 
. (a) Rec~lling its resolution 2065 (LXII) oti''speciai attention ~? ~~)~.evoted 

and to A:t"ri'Ca.D: 6'6untries ·.i.n preven.t;i..ng and combating e,buse of narcotic d.r11gs .... r, .. , 
psychotropic substDJlces, 

i •:; 

('b) Conc~ed at the g1'ovrth of the abuse of cannabis anct psychot.ro;pic :. 

substance's in ·African cour:.trie~ ~,. 

(c) Conscious that problems poimected with drug addic·ticn affect. Afrfoan 

individuals, families and societies,. 

'•' \ 

(d) Considering that African countries do not at present have .the. human, 
•, t-: 1 . ;: ; ; : 

material and financial resources for effecti;'.~; conyrol ?f..C!.rug .abuse and illicit 

traffic, .,,, . 

( e) ~,/elcomi.!}£_ t11e conclusions of tl1e seminars org;:n1ized at Lftgos, Nige:-ciaj 

and Dakar, '3enegal, in November 1979 and. January 1980 respectively, 

1. Stresses the need to hold meetings on drugs regularly at tho level of 

the African regionw 

2. Invites AfricM countries which have not yet done so to accede to the 

L1tornational drug convm:itions,and in particular to tho 1971 Convention on Psycho­

tropic Substances; 
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3. Str ongl y recommends the African co:untries to. stren~then their regional 

co-operation through existing institutions, particularly those of OAU, by·, ainorig. 

other things , esta?lishing a special commission; 

4. Req11-ests the .Divisi9n of Narcotic Drugs, the United Nati3~s ·special'li:.!Z.ed 

agencies and governmental and non-governmental organizations to increase their. 

assistance to African countriGs, particularly in research, prevention and. the 

treatment of drug ad.diets and in the training of law-enforcement and control , 

officers; 

· 5~ '. Re·@~.:t's the, Secretary~Gene::ral.; a·t!long ·other me'asures , ~o. ·provide 
. ' . . ( ' :: ~ . I, • 

f~nancj.~l , s-µp~ort ·I:or . th~ il!lP.l.ementat,ion of this r esolµtiqn and to submi ~ it ~o 

the General Assembly. 
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To His Excellency, Secretary General of the 

OAU 

ADDIS ABABA 

ETHIOPIA 

Your Excellency, 

.. T-he meinb~rs · of the Afd:can .group of the uriitdtfNati::;ris·· e"bm'hl~-~'sion on Narcotic 
, - ". ... .,.•.. ..... ... ~ . ;. -'· . ~ . ,,., '.· " . ·I· :"· ~ . 

Drugs me_t on the occasion of the Sixth· Extr<)Olig~nary Session . of this commis-s:l:on; 

which was held .:i.n Vienn~ fr.'bm• t ·t ·''to 2o·i February .1.9ao. 

T~ey hailed wfth" sa't:fsfabti'on.,.·tha .. :tw;Pi·Tece11t ,important seminars on. the 

problems of drugs in African countri'es· h'e1'c:i' ih;.JLag'oiVin ,.Nover.iber.;J;~· ~ .. an.d .. i.n.. p~kar 
·-.. , .. .. . -I• v .•.. ~ ·~ . 

in Janyar,y. 1~80, .. Tn~_se two seminars helped to identify the importance arid ·- ·se.riousness 
. . ; ' . ·. ~.: ·: . .. ,: ~. . -: .. :: .. 

of·prbblems':iihked ·'with.'. th~ e~9e.ssiye. ~se _ and illicit tra'.ffiC-i·of' .. Ci'iUgs in African 
' " - J. • .. • ·' · . ,. . 

countries and the in:idequacy of the means to find solutions _tp, them as weil 'a's " the 

fact tha~ there is presently no cooperation between Afric~n gountries in this field. 

These two seminars further made vital r ecommendations which should be 

brought to the attention of all governments concerned. The African Group 

deplored the fact that at this last session 9f ' the United Nations Commission on 

Narcotic Drgus, as a t those that preceded it, Africa ·continued to occupy an 

insignificant place in the programme s implemented within the framework of the 

international control of drug addiction at the illicit traffic of drugs. All the 

efforts and means were directed towards the conntries of the Near, Middle and Far 

East. 

However, at the initiative of the African dGlegations, a re~olution, reques-

ting that an increase priority be given to African countries in this field, was adopted 

by the commission at this session. 
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The Afric~n group hopes thatL~ese problems will be raised at the level of ther 

pooi ti cal bodies of the Organization of African Unity so that appropriate measures 

could be taken and particularly the holding, as soon as possible, of a continental 

meeting and tha establishment of a specialised commission. 

' Please accept, Your Excellency, the expression of our highest consideration. 

(s) Ismail BOUZAR 
Sous-Directeur de Pharmacia 
Ministere de la Sante Publique 
Alger -Algerie 

(s) Amouzou KUEVI-BEKU 
Pharmacien Inspecteur 
Directeur dd la Division des Pharmacies 
Ministere de la Sante 
LOME -Eogo 

(s) Dr. Hilimy Abdel Nessin Ghali 
Director of Khauka Mental Hospital 
Khauka, 
EGYPT 

(s) Dr, Mustafa Abduahmajid Kora 
Ministry of Justi~e 
P,O Box 2224 
TRIPOLI 
Socialist People's Libyan J\..rab ,Jamahiriya 

(s) Philip OWagwele EMAFO 
27 1 Tur~bull Road 
!KOY! LAGOS 
Nigeria 

(s) Maurice RANDRIANAME 
Cornmissaire de Police 
chef du Bureau central des Stupef iants 
Minist0re de l'IntSrieur 
ANTANANARIVE 
Madagascar 

(s) Mongi FOURATI 
Directeur au Minist€re de la ~ant€ 
Publique 
TUNIS -Tunisie 

(s) Alfred ALOYS OUMA 
Senior Inspector of Drugs 
United Nations Commission on ~ 

Narcotic Drugs -
P,O Box 30016 
NAIROBI - Kenya 

(s) Tnieb Chkili 
ahef Hospital Asrazil 'ale 
MOROCCO 

(s) Monsieur le Professeur Agrege 
Issa LO 
153, rue Blanchot 
DAKAR -Senegal 

.... 
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