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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

I. BACKGROUND 

. 1 • . At the Thirty-third Ordinary Session of the OAU Council of 

Ministers held in liionrovia, Liberia, from 6 to 20 July 1979, the 

General Secretariat repbrted on this subject in its Document 

CJli/997(XXXIIIj • 

2. ,, T:fle object of the Report was to find ways and means of imple­

menting, Article 31 (b) of the .Cultural Charter for Africa whi.ch .stipulate:. 

that African States have agreed to establish an Inter-African ~und 

"to sustain and promote cultural studies and .programmes'.~. · 

3. At the end of the deliberations on the OAU Secretary­

General's. Report, the Council of Jll.iinisters adopted Resolution 

CM/Res,758(XXXIII)Rev.1 whichstates that the Council 
... 

.!•Reco{lling the objectives set out in the Cultural Charter 

for Africa ; 

·•, . '• 

Desirous of strengthening and promoting Inter-African 

Cultural Co-operation which is a factor fqr rapprochement 

and reciprocal e~ichment of African Culture ; 

WELCOMES the idea of setting up an Inter-African Cultural· 

Fund. to sustain and promote cultural research· and programmes; 

·REQUESTS the Secretary-General to study and submit to the 

next Budget Session of the OAU Council of· Ministers, the .. - ' . 
legal texts governing the establishment and the organization 

of ... the .. Fund." 

... / ... 
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AN INTER-AFRICAN CULTURAL FUND 

ITS AIM 

4. It is obvious that although the assertion of cultural identity 

was the basis for national independence, it has.n9~ b.<fen.abl~ to 

achieve : i'ibe~a t ion and cul t~ral ini tia i;:\. ves capable of s e curi;ng :: ~ 

radical· solution· to the alarming problems, factors .of unQ..er-dev?lPP-· 

ment and ali~nationo 

5. The Colloquium organised by the OAU in Monrovia in February 

19j~t9:n ·development prospe.ct·s in- .Africa·~· after· a~l_y~·ing the prese:bt 

:.:·.§.~a.~~i··Qf..,.o.ur·. C.on:tinent · artd: ·fi·xi.ng some:··p;elimi.haX~··proje.ctions ·f~r : 
the :~u..t~e-,.. oame- ·to:· .the conc1tu3'ion that the only possible prospect 

for the year ·20_P.9.-:4~~:·.§: .. .1:~9.ic·aL:.chari:ge· :of···~·eou:rse ~ 

The participants highlighted among qther. thi!fgs,. the .. fact 
• .. . I . . . . . . . . .. .. . 

that the priniS.r:\/;d.~vei"op~ent objective can only .. be the .crea~io.n.o~. 
• . • ' • • • ~ . \ (. • . • ~ • j ...... 

a propi tiou~ ··ina tertai: ~~d.: c·ul·t~a{ -~nviro~~_n,t ·_for .p~o~£?ss: :~nd· 
. ·' 

creative participation .. 

The~ con~eq-q.~;r.tly fJ.l:r~her recommended that a 11re·adaptationn 
• . ,_I . •. . . • . ,· 

of African cultural values be encouraged in sqhools,.profess{onal 

and political circles as well as within the general public. In short, 

the aim of tp.e,,).'l~-~·. ~f_r.~·can s.tra~~gy for.• development. is: to asseirt 
. . . . . . .. . . . ~ .. 

cultural. di·gni ty, effectively translate into our: development· plans 
: ••0 I '• 

•. . . 

our social projects ~d culture. 
' . ~ I 

6. Such a.move calls for a series of researches, new actiops 
t •• • ..... • 

and i~itiati~es .from both :African States and private bodies. The 

es~ablishment of an Inter-African·: Cul turai·· Fund, ho~ever. modest' this 

may be, will first and foremost be a commitment on the. part of ,pur 

States t.o !rr'oma,te our cul tur·e. :This ·initiative will ~lsb {Ll{ ~· VaGU'Um.~ 

since nothi~ 'of the: sort has-~so. far exi~t~d in Africa • . In fact, in 

•. ··I ••. 



CM/1 055 (XXXV)Re'v .1 . 

Page 3 

most cases, the sustenance and promotion of studie·s· and· cultural 
-

programmes have been left to private. and evem foreign initiatives. 

Our States do not alw~':ys allocate much funds for such activities 

' because of their limited resources. 

7. The Inter-African Cultural Fund will be able, to offer supple·~ 

mentary Elupport to tl;le efforts of our States ·and private institutions 
.i' 

by searching for varied funding sources. 

Funds for cultural activities .exist the world over :. the. 

Asian Fund (Japan), the Latin-American Cultural Fund ai'ld especialiy . , ..... ·-. 

the International Cultural Fund established by UNEsqo in November 1974" 

8. In preparing this paper, the OAU General Secretariat-~is held 

special discussions with officials in charge of this area at the 

UNESCO. 

.·. ' 

g. The Statute we wish to submit hereunder is based on both the 
' texts of the OAU Fun<i'for Technical Co-operation and those of similar 

institutions. 

STATUTE OF THE FUND 

We, Heads of State ,ano_ Government of th:e Organization of 

African Unity (OAU) ~eeting in the Seventeenth Ordinary Session in 

Freetown, Sierra Leone, from 1 to 4 July 1 980,. · 

Recalling the objectives set out in the Cultural Charter for 

Africa as well as in the Algiers' Pan African Cultural Manifesto, 

Recalling the conclusions of the Inter~~overnmental Conference 

on CUltural Policies in Africa (Accra, 27 October- 6 November 1975), 

ee•/•o• 
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Recalling the conclusions ·of the OAU Symposiwn on African 

Development ~aspects for the year 2090 (~lonrovia, 1 2 - 1 6. February 

1 979)' .·; 

: .. : 
Recalling the directives and measures contained in the 

Declaration of Commitment. of the OAU Heads of State and Government 

(Monrovia, July 197G). 
.· (• .: I 

1 • • ··:· 

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS : 

Article 1 : Establisru'nent Of the Fund' 
•.! •. 

An "Inter-African Cultural Fund", hereinafter referred to as 
' "the Fund", shall be set up within the Organization of African Unity 

(OAU). 

Article 2 ; Objectives 

The Fund's reso.urces · sha,ll be ... used in sustaining and promo tine 

cultural studies and programmes in the following areas : 

a) transcription, teaching·and development·of the.use of 

national languages with .a view to making them suitable for 

dissemination of information as well as for scientific 

and technological development 

b)· ·collection, preservation, use and dissemination of oral 

traditions 

c) adaptation of. school curricula to d.evelopm~?nt needs and 

national .and African socio-cultural realities 

d) promotion of cultural activities, encouragement of creati­

ve artists and assistance for the development of locfi.l 

crafts , 

... / .. ~ 
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. ~ ·.:." ' 

e) protection and encouragement of creative artists and cul"" 

tural objects.; 
.. ~·u ,,.. .. --

f) the recovery of all valuable wonks. of art.;j,n foreign ...... . 

Dtus·emn.s o~tsi.de independent Africa ;_ ; ;· · · 
,· 

g). .the construction of ~ museturi for :;A.frican works of aft ; . ' . . . 
,. .· ..... '·•. 

'h) development of continued research 8.J1d the es'tablishment 

of rese~ch centres in· the :E'i'eld o£ cui.t1.ura'( 'ac'tivities ' 

i) . modern scientific research into trad:i tion'ai '·medicine 

j) 

Article 3 

. ' 

and Afi:ican pharmacopo.eia; 

studies into the similai-it'ies and differences between 
,·,·\•'• 

cul tur·es of member States and the promotion of joint 
. . 

stud:i,es into the bases of these cult\'ires, such as langua-
. '·· '· 

ges, m\1-sic, anthropology, .folklores and otlier related 

aspects. 

Operations 
·, .· 

.•. ··~ 

The operations of the Fund may take the following forms : 

a) intellectual and technical assistance ; 

b) various forms of financial assistance, including invest­

ments, loans, subventions, study grants and participation 

in cultural activities ; 

c) in general all other forms of activities which the 

Governing Council may de. em to be in line with the funda­

mental objectives and operational policies of the Fund. 
' . ' 

• '. 
..... : 

. .·.; .... · .. 
•. ,:'· 
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BENEFICIARIES OF' THE FUND 
:, ',: ~.· -

a) African national and regional public organs specifically 

·. :responsible for cultural promotion and development to· 

which the Fund could provide supplementary intellectual, 

financial or technical assistance ; 

b) African private organizations whos.e· objectives are in 

line with those of the Fund and whose operat.i_ons contri-' 

bute to the promotion-of cultural activities and artistic 

creation ; 

c) Individuals especially Afri'can creative artists seeking 

assistance from the Fund in these areas; 

d) Private African l3odies and individuals ~eeking assistance 

from the Fund should, submit beforehand-their applications 

to the Governments of the countries where these bodies· .. 
···:~··· .. ~ : 

are headquartered, in the case of bodi'e~; . and, in .the __ 

case of individuals, to their countries of origin. 

Article 4 : Resources, 

' 1 • The Fund shall derive .its resour.ces from 

a) Compulsory contributions in cash or kind from OAU 

Member States ; 

b) voluntary contributions in cash or kind from Governments, 

institutions of the United Nations System, public or 

p~.iva:te, national or international legal institutions, 

associatio~ or private individuals ; 

' c) interests from the Fund's xesources. 

' .. ~ 
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,•: 

2. The ·Fund may accept works of art or royalties on copyrights. 

3. .Cm'ltributions from pen-African funding sources, as . indicated 

in Article 1{b) and article 2, shal~ be submitted to the Governing 

Co~cil of the Fund for approvab. ·· .. 

4. Tht= resources· of the Fund shall. be paid intq a special account 

maintained by the.:.OAU Sec:retary-Geri.eral ·in· aqcordai).0e wi'th. the provi-
. . . I 

.;, sions·· of the .OAU Financial Rule.s. . ' 

5. Contributions to the Fund and other forms of assistance may 

be ·made only fqr .P~poses defined by the Governing Councii. Contribu-
... 

. tioris meant. for certain:.programmes or specific projects may be accep-

ted, on cqnditioiJ. .that the implementation of these 'programmes or pro-
. . ' . 

jects shall have been approved by the Governing Council. Contribu­

'·' tions ... to. the lfund,,:shall be free frqm any political strings. 

. f..' . "' -.. ·. 

6, The administrative expenditure of the Council, the .Executive 

Committee.and any subsidiary body and staff expenses, shall be met 

from the resources of the Fund. 

Article 5 : Governing Council 

' ..... 

1 • 

Membership 

.. 
The Fund shall be administered by a Governing Council composed 

,. l: 

of fifteen. members•.appointed,. by the· OAU Secretary-General, on the 

basis.of equitable 

of the Board shall 

-- .. · 

geographical and cUltural distribution •.. Members 
.... 

be appointed 'in their personal capacities. 

... / .... 
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2. Member~ of the Bo~rd of. Directors'shall be , appointed for a 
I •• •• •• 

four years term. , and sh~ll be re..,-eligibl~ ; but no member shaJ.l 

serve more than two consecut~ve terms. 
j ••• 

·3~ .In case of death or re~ig~tion o~ a member, he may Qe 

replaced by the Secretary-General for the remaining period of his 

term, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1. above. 

4. The Secretary-General or the repl8:cement c;tppointed by him, 

shall participate in all meetings of . the C.ouncil, the Executive 

Committee and all .:the subs i~il¥'Y bodies es,tabJ:ished by the Council 

wi"thout a voting· right •. 

'5. · Individual and legal entities non..:members of the Council, who 

·have contributed to the resources of the Fund, may take pa~t in 

the meetings of the .Counb.il, without a yotling right. , . . . 
' ' . 

6. !:ehe Council may invite . .repres.entat'ives of inter-governmental 
. . 

and non-goY-e~nment~org~niz~tions .to part~cipate in its meetings as 

observers• 

I' 

B·. Functions 

7. The Governing Council shall, according to conditions esta-

blished by the present statute, enjoy a wide inte'iiectu·BJ. and· func­

tional-autonomy withiri the OAU. 

8. The :Council shall define the principles governing the 
. I 

activities of the Fund, taking ~to consideration· the overall objec-

tl.ves ·of the OAU. 

. .. /. ~. 
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9. In persuit of the objectives defined. in Article 2, the 

Council shall .endeavour to encourage projects ~volving the imple­

nientation of new plans and 'methods, and measures which shall ·help 
.· . . ~ .. 

promote research and experiments :l.n cultural and co"mml.inications acti-

vities, with particular attention to operations which may produce 

multiple effects. 

10. The Council shall decide on the utilisation-of the resources . "·: ... 
of the Fund. 

11. The Council shall take all measures it may deem fit for the 

preparation an'd implementation of the Fund's programme. 

12. The Director of t4e Fund shall be appointed in consultation , 

with tli.e Governing Cbuncil. 

13. The Council may establish subsidiary bodies as it may deem 

necessary. 

14. The Secretary-General may, as and when necessary, refer to 

the Executive Council, all matters relating to the operations· of the 

Fund. In this case, and if the Secretary-General requests, the Council 

, .... shall refrain 

considered by 

C, Procedure 

i ... :. . . . 
from taking any 

,, . .' .. ,' ~ ') 

the·' apprdpria te 

final action until the matter has been 
.. ·· .. 

body. 

1 5. The Council shall meet. in ordinary session once a year. It 
'• 

rilay however meet in an ·extra,-ord,inary session, if convened by the 

OAU Secre.tary."'-General or at .the request of half of. its members .• 
:' .-

.... / ... ~- ~ 
I.·. 
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• 16., -, · · The: .. Director of. the Fund shall participate in the meetings 

·~ . .' ' 

Qf the·· CoUncil, without a voting _right and shall head the ·co'uncil 's 

:- s'Jcretariat. 'i 

,. . 

17. The Council shall adopt its own rules of ·procedure. 

Article 6 : Executive Committee 

1. The Governing Council shall set up an Executive Co~Htee 
composed of the Chairman of the Council and four members elected 

therefrom. 

2. -As a general rule, the Executive Committee shall meet twice 

a year. -' 

·o;.' 

J. The Executive Committee shall carry out duties assigned by 
. 

'the Counc.il; . ,. "··; .. 

Article 7 : Director 

. 1 • The Direc-tor .. :of the _Fund ;shall 

· tary-Gene~al in; 'consul ta tio.n with ·.the 

b.e. appointed by the OAU Secre­

Governing ·counciL . . ::-

.i. 

2. ':Phe Director of the .. Fund· shall formulate proposals on 

measures to be taken by the Council and ensure the irn~lementation 
of its decisions. 

3. The Direclor may est~blish contacts with international, 
l 'f 

regional 'or:natiob.ar public:·:or",!Jii;ate ·organs individual or legal 
"( •• • ~. "")l :·~·· •• ··~ ~ • ••• '": 

entities for the 'iinplementa'tion of the Fuhd's activities • 

• • • /. 0 • 



CIVI/1 055(XXXV)Rev.1. 

Page 11 

4. The Director shall endeavour to encourage voluntary contri-

butions, or all other forms of resources in accordance with the 

provisions of Article 4, 

Article 8 : Staff 

1. The Director of the Fund, and the staff seconded to the Fund 

by the Secretary-General shall be members of the OAU and shall be go­

verned by the provisions of the OAU Staff Rules and Regulations. 

2. The Director nmy recruit other staff members on temporary 

basis, and in accordance with the appropriate OAU Rules and Regula­

tions for the implementation of specific activities of the Fund. 

Article 9 : Reports 

The OAU Secretary-General shall submit a report on the 

activities of the Fund to each ordinary session of the Council of 

Ministers. The Report shall also be presented to the individual or 

legal entities contributing to the Fund. 

Article 10 Transitional Provisions 

The Secretary-General of the OAU shall take all appropriate 

preparatory measures for the launching of the Fund and the setting 

up of the Governing Council. To this end, and until the Fund has 

adequate resources, the Secretary-General shall meet the necessary 

expenses from the Funds approved by the OAU Council of lliinisters. 

oF ·AfRIC-41o1 
<.\0~ 1>-f.CHIVES 

~~ 
(>"'' ;; 
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