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INTRODUCTION 

1. During -Ghe past year, we have not witnessed any dramatic changes 

·in the overall refugee population trend. H:rw:ever 1 this· not to sa;y: 

that the situation has changed for the better. In fact, inspi te of the 

absence of ariy dramatic increase in the refugee population whose estimate 

still stands at about 5 million, the general situation of the refugees 

is far from improving• .The refugee population continues to consist pre

dominantly of childr·~n, women and the aeed.Desp:i. te the commendable 

efforts of the host cbuntries, ·'the UNHCR1 TnteT-goverriiliental and Voluntary 

. Agencies 1 the living condi1ions of the majority of these rofugees are 
,.-.. -

still deplobJ.ble 'and require urge'nt attentio!f.· . hlhat 'is' more deplorable ... -
"""··' 

is t,h,e fact that tho me,jopity of' tho?e ·refugees who have been outside 

the,ir .coJllitries' of origin for more than a decade, are still far from .. \, ~ 

· ... : .. ... ,, 

2. ·It fs in view of the above situation •that the OAU Member States 

that had submitted projects to the International Conference on Assistance 
'' .. 

to Refugees in Afri~a (ICARA) have ahown great anxiety·in 'seeing that the 

funds reaiised at ICARA are distributed quickly so as to enable them to 

implement the projects. It should be noted that many of the projects 

that are to .. benefi t from ICARA funds are of an emergency l'iature .and 

reiief-oriented; hence 1 th~ urgency. irci implement"' them (Vide Doc. C~ijll72 
(xXXVIII)! However, Hhile appreciating the arrangements that· ha've so 

~ ( . . . 
·'far been made to distribute some of the <.fui1ds 1 it is. regretted that 

the. Hhole process of ensuring that the. funds are distributed for. the 

'projects. that Here ·subini tted has not been· encouraging ... Delay in distri

butirig the funds, means 'aol~y ,in implementing the projects ~/hose costs 

·may rise due .to ·inflatiCin to such an exte'rit that the implementatio(l· of 
. --~···. 

the projects may not be possible without injection of'·Mditional funds. 

In· the interim, the refugees will continue to su:ffer. 

· 3. The Commission o.f Fifteen ·fur·bher appreciates the fact that the 

.results of ICARA are not an end p.er se of the refugee problem in· Africa • 

. -.·,. 

/ 
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Nevertheless, the Commission would like to see that the funds :r:ealized ___ : 

are distributed and utilized quickly, as decided b,y the Council of 

Ministers in its Thirty~sixth Ordinary Session, held in Addis Ababa, 

from. 23 Feb~ary to. 1 ~~~h 1981. ~'he Council of Min:l.stetsj among 

other things, expressed that ICARA should be th~ initial stao&e of a ... ,. :· 

long-term exercise in the course: of .tihfch fact finding mi-ssions i 

accurat¢•c:dai;,~ collection acti iri ties 1 f~asibili ty studies and. the _like 

will h~lp to. defi~e priori ties and' to for'inuiate ptojects ~~hose impact 

on refugee si tiiationsis likely to pave the t;ay f6r m~re durable 'solu"' 

tions (vid.e Resolution cr~/Res,826{itxxvi). The s~cretariat has prep~~ed 
a separate'~epbrt on the foll.ow'-up of icARAi but we' t;ould. be ·:failing 

in our duty'' if' 'we do -~~t 'e~ptess 'tlie~e genuine con;erns. It is ( ther·e~ 
fore 1 our ardent hope that ways shall be found to speed up the ihetri'

bution of ~he funds. 
.. ··:Y· ''i. ····; ..r_.+ .. :: :J :·_:' ' -~--

ACTIVITIES''' . · :;· - ,. .. ,., . ·.·; 

·; c' 
"~· . · ... · 

:· nuring the per~<;>d under review the Co~ssion of F,ifteen has 

met three times in an O~dinary Session.on 23 April, 14 June 1981 and 
'··. '"j,;\~:-. . . •. (, .. , . . - .•.. •. . ' . . ..• ' ' .. 

19 February 1982.. Cl!ief BJ!!O!)g the matters the_ Comffiission de:tt, with 
I• - _, - :- . '_. -·--·-- - ' 

at these Ses.sioJ,lS t\Tere: the International Conferenee _on Assistance to 

Refugees iJ:t Africa (ICARA); Report of the Eleventh' Ordinary Session 
. . . - . . 

of the OAU qo-ordinating Co~itte~; Report of the OAU/UU!!CR.I'Iorking 

Group ;~ th~ Implementation qf t)le Arusna ,Conference. Recommendations; 

and the Repo~t of th~- Sub-~ommittee oi the OA,U C~mmission of Fifteen 

on Ref~ees /in Af:r:i~~ on. ~he Revtew o:f thE), OAU ~~~or~~nat,ing Ccmmi ti;ee. 

_.,·. 

;;·.· ' 

-.:_ :;_ 

. \ 

5· In regard to ICARA; th~ Commis~ion of Jhfteen was closely iri;_;.oived 

in the pr~parations· ~hat preceded the conve~i~· of. the Conference. on· 9. 
' and 10 April- 1981 in Geneva, Switzerland. It Nill be recalled that the 

Coinmission was- also represented by its Chairman !!.E. J.lirghani Sulieman 
,'' ~ 1 • . J ' ' ' ' • • • • -; :, ::t : ,-. , ; " . ' .. .' . ' 

Khalil I. the 1!\mbassador of the Democ:i-atio .~epublio of th~' s~~an:'~O. ·~:;;,j.:,i;r'i ;'t;: •• ;:,;· 

Ethiopia, on the OAU high powered delegat-im1 that participated in the 
" 
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.. _. i· !j " .. :.;:.-::· ;t. . '.0.;.· .... ~ . 

• ~\.; (.· ~"t. .:;-•. ,•. ·~-::-:-;_.)(_);~_:;':'··~ ,·~;J!_;f~,T!:~.f:·~-···:,;,~:,f,.; . .!~Jf! . . •'':-' ;: •. • :~-J.- ~J~t;i~'j.:; • (i3~. 
Conference~ Sinc.e ·hheri 1 . j;he Comnii~slon's· -efforts .. hhve concenillna'ted ·on .... :·· ' . •\;, ( .--··:·.---. - ·: .·· "'··, .. ··. 
the follow-up of the Conference 1 e~pecially i1; 'relation to the distribu-. 

tion·a~d utilization of the funds~re~lized thereof. In relation to this, 

· the Commission has also del t with the establishment of •~ays and mean:s of 

ensuring; as· stated above 1 that ICARA becomes the i!li tial stage that· 

will lead to the paving of the w~ for finding more durable solutions 

to the refugee problem on our continent. 

One of.the routine tasks of the Commission-of . •: ' . .: ' ' . : . . ' 
con~ider reports of ·hhe ·aA!f'Co'-'ordina.:t'ing. Committe~~ 
6. Fifteen is to 

·During t.he period 
. .... .: • •-1· ' •• : ·• ..... • , ... _. ... 

under review the Coinmission considered· ~he :t'.E!Port of the ;~j!lleventh Ordinary 

Session .Of the Co-ordinating Cotnmit:tee, 'l•hii:ph was held fro'm. 23· to 26 ~larch 

1981. 'rhe report delt witil, 'alliohg:~the~t!iiP.~~; ~he.,,_-n~~:¥1-t_:~pcs of t'he · .. : 

Bureau ·~f Rerugees; the act.i vi•t'ies ·of ;--the ,,;.arious inembers-.:o:f. :the Co-
• 

0 
., 

0 0 
O ' f ';•; • ' •

0

0 A , :...··''·,~ ·.~·.J~.,~:. 0 .Jf':k;:; 
ordimiting Committee; the operational .. ·bud,get of the --Eure-au :of Refugees; 

• >! · · . · 1 .. ... • ' •• • (~l'•'· ,. .;,. , . .. · r. : 1' 

the International Conference on,:'A$sl·stan~~ ,to ·Refugees, in.:.Mr~'ca; and · · 
' '. . - lq·,.l~.t·.···· . . , .. ~· -

the implementation o'f-the Aruslia~Cohference -Recommendations. ·•rhe work· 
·. . ' . . " :·. .. . ' .. -. .----~:;···.<...~--~;,:.~. 

of the Co-ordii1ating··.comm'ittee: which'coperate~-jf::.L~ :a.cl;'l!,_.l,~:~a)Y ;_and co-

ordina,ti~g capacity is- of Vital:'i:mpcirtan~<;> :>to the, .. Comn;_i~!l-io~ of Fifteen . . . . ... '·;'-; . '~··-~ ' . ·· .. ) . 

in drawing up policies on refuge'e matter'$ 1":~flpe()ial)Y-);n.J;:egard to pro-. ·. '·· .... ,, •.. . ' . ',. ' . ' 
gramme of assistance· in 'favour ·or··-~efugees .•. The r~port p_f the Co- :.I 

' - • '> •• '· ~: ' • • :~; ' •- • I ';- • ',. • 

ordinating Committee was adopted by the Comm.~ssion of...Fifteen ~;ith 

all its '·reooinmendation~ (:iffde·fu~i -~~~A.Rjco-:c'I'EE/48(x~):~~w.l)i 
,· . : '' ' . - •. - - - . - . 

<":: ~ . .._; :=. • . :-~~-' 

1· 
of the 

Due consideration ·was given to the ~ubject of the implementation 
, •I • ' ,f: :' ' , • , 

Arusha Conference Recommendat·f'dns·., Tl)e lfOrk of the C9mmissi.on 

was in this re-gard gmded by t~o sep~ate ground work reports; one .. ___ , 

prepared by tlie'·c;-ordinating Co~ttee and another'b; .t)w ciAU/~nrSR . . . - .. ) .. :..-. . :''{.· 
1/orking Group on the· impl~mentation of Arusha Recomffie!ldations. Specific 

guidelines ha~e b~en:·'oJ;ai~ri ~~, which aim at hel~ing, t~e QAU l<le~ber ,St~te~;·: 
Intern;,_tional 'Orgartizifions ·-~d_ Voiunta:r;y Agencie;s,_i1l implementing the - ·-,' 

, . • . ·::L ·.·'· 
said recommendations. , Due to the importance which the Commissi.on attaches 

to these gmd~1ines ;· it viaS decided'·cto •.. oi:r:cu-l~J.:te them to ... all OAU !~ember 
s·-·.·"' . ·-

; - ' \ - -~'_1.<j . 
l -

... , 
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States for their comments before s·ubmi ttirig 'them to the Council of . 'c 

J'fJini,sters .. fqr i.~~- a,pprpval, However, . the response., from 1-Iember states ·· ... 

has' '1,~~~ ;,o.O;• On~y; -~ne !llembe; ~taj;e 1 the United Republic. of .Ta~zaniay' 
' ' .. ,, .. ~ .. ( . ' ' . . . . .' ' . . ' . ' ' . . 

lias so f.ar--.re~oted to the said do(},ur.lei1ts. 'rhe-,Commission ·therefore:J:' JWs 
~ ,• . . ' . . . . ' . ' ' . . 

requested the .. OAU General Secretariat to remind those Member States that 

have not responded to do so as soon as possible; 
> 

; '. 
8. _Finally, the Commission addressed itself to the issue of the review 

of the OAU Co,-ordin.ating Committee, It will be .recalled that· ever since _. • · 
1 •• _... • ,. '. 

the successful convening of the Pan-African Conference. on the Situation 

of R!3f1lgees 1 which ."as held in Arusha, Tatumnia, from .7 to 17 I11.ey 1979·1 · 

a.'1d th(,)_ .Intern<~ticmal. (jonfE)r('nc~ on ,l.ssJstance. to ·Refugees in Africa 

which v1a13 __ held in Geneva, Switzcrlan,d 1 on 9 and 10· April 1981 1 .-it has 
' ' . .. . .. 

been the. concern of the ,OAU Commission of Fifteen. to see to it. that .. the· 
• ' r ' 

OAU refugee organs are. strengthened .in .:order t.o enable them .. to grapple 
' . . . ' .. • . : 

with the _eve.r grmdng refugee problem more effectively,· It is in·-thj!s· 

regard that the OAU Council of Ministers 1 mEleting in .its .Tbirty-Fi:ft'l\.i 
' : . . . '' ' -~: 

. ' 

Ordinary .Ses.sion 1 in Free:j;ot-m 1 Sierr<~,-Leone,, from .June ·18 ,... .:28 1 1980.1 . '· •· 

appro'{_~d the recommendations of the Commission of Fj,fteen itself to 
' ' ' 

review its composition so· as to make i't.-more ef:('ecti:ve, The compof!Jition .. 

of the Commission was _then _reviewed and enl~ged from ten to fifteen· 
.f' -

countries. Similarly, since thy, beginning of :1.979 1 major steps have 
• , ,. • t ' 

been taken by the OAU Secretar"J-General ,to. ,strengthen •the ·'Bur.e.au _of 

Refugees 1 so :as to e,~·~.bl.<fl ·it. to .at·fia,in it~ ·,.originaL ma1idate •. Jhe only. 

refugee.': organ· that has:• not yet·_ been strengthened. wi ~hin · the fr<~mmvork 
of the: dynamic nature· and charact<;r of Africa 1s refugee scene through

out the sE!venties has" been the OAU Co-ordinating Comnii ttee. It is in 
' . 

this light th<~t the Commission of Fifteen, meeting in its Fourte,enth 

Ordinary Sess~o,;, among other things 1 decided to reviel'l the Co,-ordinating ' .... ' . ·~' . . . . . ' ' . .. ' ' . ' ' . ' 

Committee, an\1 .to qhange its name to the QAU Co-ordir;ating:.Cgmmit.tee.-' ·.,. ·'•. 

~n Al;JH~~tan9e; to He~ugees, In like maJ.~1er 1 the originalnam~ of .OA.U/ 

BPEAR changed t?. OAU Bureau of Refugees (BR). 

' 
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9• In view of the importance of the exercise of reviewing the 

Co-or,din~ti~~-Coaiifii~k.,.;;·and.th'e need-'filr-~ ·systenraid:e· an:d'-ind@p±JL _ . _ 

study of the i!igt'e&:i!i"it.,.;~s ,d,yg,i<;ted: that a:·'sub'"Dommi-iril-ee· frGm ..;i ±hill..,::... ... 
·-·- --": ~-:"";·· . ....:. ...... :·--~-~; .. _- .. '--~~~;!'~~-/ ' . ·_ l.' ' . . • ·' • ' • 

tqe Commission itself be coiiil'ti'Ctit'el'l;.j)t'tf"undertake t·he ·'e:>rel'G·iSe.-and ... : ........ ·. 

come ·up with .concrete recommendations. The report and recommendations 

of the sub-committee were adopted by the Commission of Fifteen . ..during .. --~ 
. ... . . ·, .. : ,. 

the. third part of the Fourte.enth Ordinary Session held on. 19 February 

1.~82 as evidenced by the minutes of the meeting .att'l-ched to this 
.. ·~· 

report. 

~9,• .. ,... In conclusion, the OAU Commission of. Fifteen· on RE)fugees wishes 
., .• ···<.::. 

-to point out ,that this report is a sunimary of the activities of the 

Commission during the period under review. vii th special reference to· the 

d~~is'ion reached, it will be noted that these decisions. are· aimed at 

making the OAU refugee organs to. grapple with the refugee problems on our 

continent more effectively. 

11. It is, therefore, the ardent hope of the Commission that the 

. 38th Ordinary Session of the Council of ministers will give due. consi

-deration ru1d adopt this report with its recommendationao 

. :· 



Clli(ll7l(XXXVIII)Rev.l 

MINUTES OF T~lli FIRST PP.RT OF,THE FOURTEENTH ORDINARY 

SESSION OF THE OAU _CQ!.1MISSION OF FIFTEEN ON REFUGEES 

IN AFRICA HELD AT THE OAU HEADQUARTERS ON 23 APRIL 1981, 

I. PARTICIPAI~TS 

H.E. Ambassador Mirghani Sulieman Khalii·(cha:irman) Sudan 

~·E·;· Ambassador <Jo~eph -Diatta · (vice-Cha:irman) .. •Niger 

H'(il: •. Ambassador G Chipampata (Rapporteur) : Zambia 

. H.E." A:lnbassador· S:imon · Nkoo Etoungou Cameroon 

If. E. ··imhassacior· s J't-iahaka •·· · ·· • ''"''Zimbabvre 

Dr E 'A Ngara · '· '· ·· .. ·· ··.. ''·. Zimbabwe 

•Mr Toko'"Diakenga 

Mr ·D A Ahumibe · 

Mr Joe Kishi . 

Ser'ao 

... 

I1r Abbas 'Osman· Elkalifa • 

Mr John M t1wendwa _,. 

Mr Leshwange Eibei 

,·.-

Mr Zeydi Drame 

Mr.Alioune Badara Kebe 

Mr John'T Mamba 

Mr vli11iam G Naggaga 

r.'lr F X Nj.enga 

Mr Dawit G/Egziabher 

Dr C J Bakwesegha 

Dr Solomon Gomez 

Mr Ngung ~1pwotsh 

Mr I 0 Mensa-Bonsu 

!"!ajar G Zoula 

r4rs T S Karumuna 

Mrs, Seynabou Sarr 

Mr Jean Mfasoni 

Mr I C Mponzi 

Mr Mohamed Reddadi 

Mr.Damien Kabanda 

Mr A v~ Kishindo 

·'' .... 
~ J • 

.. '-'· 

'-~ '. .. ' 
:·· ; 

Angola 

Nigeria 

··Ni-geria 

Sudan 

Tanzania 

Zaire 

Mali 

Senegal 

Swaziland 

Uganda 

OAU 
II 

II• 

II 

II 

" 
II 

II 

~II 

" 
" 
II 

II 

II 



OBSERVZRS 

H.E. Ambassador Jielch:i.or Bwakira 

Nr Mrabet Mohamed 

Mr C A Bosque-Hamilton 

Mr Abdel Aziz Dauoud 

Jvlr Daniel Kend,ie 

Jvir Chris'. Lati ... ··, 

Mr Assane 3arnb 

. ~Dr .S .. Avruy'e. _ .... 
.:~ . . ' ' 

II.. OPENING 
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Burundi 

Algeria 

Ghana 

Egypt 

Hinistry of 
Foreign Affairs 
Ethiopia 

Kenya 

UNHCR 

UNHCR 

.. 1._ ... ,:I'I1;e Chai:r;man of' the Commission of Fifteen H. E. Nirgh:oa"li 

Sulieman.Khalil, tl;le Ambassador of the Demoeratic Republic 

of' the Sudan opened. the meeting at 10.30 a.m. by welcoming 

all the participants. He extended special welcome to the 

delegates of Angola; Hali and Swa.ziland who 1.;ere parti

cipating as members of the Commission for the ,first 'time. 

2. He then invited the pe.rticipants to consider the' adoption 

of the draft agenda. 

III. ADOPTION OF DRAFT AGtNDA 

1. After some lengthy discussion of the _items of the draft 

agenda, the Commission amended the draft agenda and then 

adopted it in the followi!lg form: 

IV. AGENDA 

+:• .Opening 

2. Adoption of Dra:ft Lg<;lnda· 

. J.. Adopti_on of the Report of the Eleventh Ordinary 

Session of the OAU/BI'EAi'l. Co-ordinating Committee 
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. ' . 

~.'•.r;;;~- .t -~ ' . ,. 

-' . ·' -' . '"\ ' ' J : • :; .. : ,· { • -: ' '· . 
-- .... -,.._,~ ... 

. q., Reports of t}J.e OAU/UHHCR vlorking Group. on 

the Implementation of t!'J.e Arusha Conference 

Recommendations 

5. Brief on the International Confe:J;"ence on 
' 

Assistance to Refugees in Af_rica .(ICARA) 

by the Chairman of the Commission of Fifteen 

6, Date and venue of the next Session 

·However, consideration of item 4 was deferred to 

the next Session in o:rC:er to 'allow adequate time 

for members to stl:ldY the relevant docume.n.ts .-. ::: .. 

. ·' y, ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE ELEVENTH ORDINARY 
• • "' • • I 

, : :·:.SESSION di:!" THE OAU /BPEA:..'l. CO.-ORDINATING COMII.\ITTEE 

, · :t;• In presenting the rep,;;i;J.Vii·A S?mb, tlJ..e Chairman 

of the OAU/BPEAR ·co-.ordin~ting Cominitt.ee made a· 
: 

·· resume o:f the subj-ect . tha:t·:, ~it~. Cciinn(i tt.ee discussed, 

He, .. dre;.; .:special a:t;tent·io.n .of .the Commission to the 

following maj-or points_ppntained :ln the report; 

the ,,r;evi talization of the BPEAR; the success of ... 
the· missions· ·of'::'the--~.C:OirnniJ? .. sion of Fifteen; the 

' ·' ' ........... __ .,. ~ -···- ., .... , 

repor'ts o'f the .. Co-ordinating Committee and the 

OAU/UNHCm 1'/orking Grot,1p on, .. the implementation .of' 
. '.'J' "-·. . ·-· • ' 

the A;r:-tisha ·Conference ·.Recommendations; the con-. ' . . 
vening of ICPJlA; the programme and the Operational 

Budget of the BPEAR;· and the ne.ed for ·refresher . '- .. 
courses for the staf'f',o:f the BPEAR, 

2, Follo'•ing this·. the Chairman of the Commission 
' .; . ' 

thanked Mr Samb f'or his compr'ehensive and brilliant 

presentat:ion of' the report and. 'proceeded to invite 

the participants to ma:ke their comments or, questions 

on the report, 
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J, ·A lengthy debate ensued on the following questions: 

(.a). Status and composition of the Co-ordinating 

Committee; 

(b) J.:!andate of' the Co-ordinating Committee; 

(c) The relationsh:i.p.betHeen the Co-ordinating 

Committee and the Commission of Fifteen; and 

(d) The relationship bet1;een the Operational 

Budget and Regular Budget and the role of 

the Advisory Committee :in :its approval. 

L~. In response to these questions, the Secretariat 

distributed the Rules of Pr~cedure of the OAU/ 

BPEAR Qo-ord:i.nat:i.ng Comm:i.tt~e (Document BPEAR/ 

CO-Cttee/17(VI)·Rev~3) and .expla~ned that the 

Co-ordinating Committee was created by the 

Council of· M:i.n:i.s.ters :in. 1968 following the 

recommendations of' ·the Conference on the Legal, 

Economic and Social As.pects of African Refugee 

Problems., held :in fl.dd:i.s .Ababa, :in 1967, The 

representative of the Secretariat added that 

the Co-ordinating Committee was an advisory 

body on mat-ters pertaining to African refugees 

and that :its functions do not :in any way duplicate 

those of the Commission. Finally he said that the 

Co-ordinating Committee meets once every year :in 

an ordinary session and the report of :its .del:i.

b.erat:i.ons and recommendat:i.,ons are then submitted 

to the Commission for its adoption. 

5. Following. th:i.s·, the CO"mm:i.ss:i.on argued that the 

name of the Co-ordinating Committee (OAU/BPEAR 

Co-ordinating ·committee) ·:is certainly obsolete 

:in view of the recent cieveiopm·ents on the African 

refugee situation, especially the holding of ICARA, 
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It WqS suggested that the Committee should be 

c·alled OAU, UN, UNHCR and Voluntary Organizations 

Co-ordinating Committee. The Commission strongly 

felt that whatever new· name that is given to the 

Co-ordinating Committee it should reflect the 

results of ICAR; •• 

6. In this connection the Commission decided to set up 

a sub-committee, whose terms of reference areg 

7. 

(a) to redefine the functions of the 
' co~ordinating Committee; 

·(b) to revievT its composition; ·and 

(c) to ·give it a new impact in order to 

enable it to grapple with the refugee 

situation in Africa. 

Composition of the Sub-Committee 

a) Bureau of the Commission~ 

b) Chairmru" of the. OAU/BPEAR 

Co-ordinating Committee; 

c) Senegal; and 

d) OAU Secretariat 

8 •. The Sub-Committee was requested to submit the report 

of' its f'indings to the next Session of' the Commission. 

At this juncture it was agreed to postpone con

sideration of the report of the Co-ordinating Committee 

until the Commission received the report of its 

Sub-Committee, 



CM/ll 71 (XXXVHI) 

Annex II···-··· .. 

MINUTES OF THE 'SECOND PART OF THE FOURTEENTH ORDINARY 
I 

SESSION OF THE OAU COMMISSION OF FIFTEEN ON REFUGEES 

I.R..!FRICA HELD AT THE KENYATTA CONFERENCE CENTRE, NAIROBI 

ON 14th JUNE 1981. 

·' 

•'' II 
\ 
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE SECOND PART OF THE FOURTEENTH 

ORDINARY SESSION OF THE OAU COMMISSION OF FIFTEEN 

ON REFUGEES IN AFRICA HELD AT THE KENYATTA CONF

ERENCE CENTRE, NAIROBI ON 14TH JUNE 1981 

I. PARTICIPANTS 

Sudan 

Niger 

Zam-.ia 
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1. The resumed session of the Fourteenth Ordinary Session of the 

OAU Commission of Fifteen on Refugees in Africa w~ich took place in 

Nairobi, on June 141 1981, was opened by the Chairman of the Commission, 
' . 

H.E. Mirghani Suleiman Khalil, the Ambassador of the Democratic Republic 

of the Sudan in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

2. The Chairman reminded the Commission that the meet:i.ng was ·a ~on'ti

nuation of the Fourteenth Session held in Addis Ababa,· on April 23, 1981. 

In view of the time constraint, ·the Chairman appealed to the ]i]embers -of 
the Commission to be brief but-constructive in their interventions. 

III. ADOPTIOl~ OF DRAFT MINUTES OF THE FIRST PART OF 'l'HE 

FOURTEEHTH ORDINARY SESSION 

The Commission adopted the draft minut.es of the first part of th-e 

Fourteenth Ordinary Session without amendm~~ts.(Dooument BPEAR/COM/XV/· 

35 (XIV). 

IV. REPORT OF THE SUJJ-COMMIT'l'EE ON T.HE OAU(BPEAR COORDINATING COMl'IJITTEE 

1, The Chairman reoallel the anxiety expressed during the first part of 
- . 

the Fourteenth Ordinary Session of the OAU Commission of Fifteen ox: Refugees 

in Africa regarding the relationship between the OAU/BPEAR Coor~inating 

Committee and the Commission of Fifteen which neoessit,ated the appointment 

of the Sub~Committee made up of the following; 

a) The Bureau of the Comm'ission; 

b) The Chairman of ~he OAU/BPEAR Coordinating Committee; 

c) Senegal; and 

d) OAU Secretariat. 

2. The Chairman informed the Commission that due to reasons beyond 

control, the Sub-Committee had not been able to meet; but that a prelimi-

... I 
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nary meeting on the·subjeot under review had taken place between the 

Bureau of the Commission and the OAU Assistant Secretary General for 

Political Affairs. As a result of this meeting two background papers 

had been prepared by the Secretariat on the issues raised during the 

first part of the Fourte~nth Ordinary Session· of the Commission, ' In ., 
view of the fact that it hal not been possible for. the Sub-Committee 

to meet, the Commission-decided to defer consideration of the item to 

the riext Session. 

V, REPORT OF THE ELEVENTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE OAT.i)BPEf,R 

COORDINATnrd COMMITTEE 

l, The report (Document BPEARjco:...cTTEE/48(XI) Rev.l), which had 

been introduced by the Chairman of the OAU/BPEAR Coordinating Committee 

during the first part of the Fourteenth Ordinary Session of the Commiss

ion and .had then been discussed -at some length7 ... was adopted without any 

further detailed discussion. 

'f" 

VI. REPORT ON TilE OAU/UNHCR WORKING GROUP ON THE IMPLEI•lENTATION 

OF THE ARUSHA CONFER~NCE RECOMMENDATIONS 

l, These reports were introduced by a representative of the mmcR. 

In his introduction, the :repre~entative appealed. to the Commission to 

give serious consideration to the reports since them contained a lot of . . 
legal and ·ather implications pertaining to the welfar~ of refugees .i.ri · ···· 

Afric?-• '. Since the reports were so technical, -the Commission took note 

of them and· r-~g_~;ested the General Secretariat, in- the .. fi:r;st: place, to. 

circulate the reports to all the OAU Member States for their comments, 

VII, REPORT ON THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ASSISTANCE 

TO REFUGEES DT AFRICA 

l, The report (Document CM/ll30(XXXVIII) Rev.l) was introduced 

by the OAU Assistant Secretary General for Political Affairs, In hiw .. 

,, . . . / 

'···'"·.· 

. :. 
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introduction, he highlighted the problems that arose prior to the 

holdillg of the Conference as .well as. the reluctctnce of some Socialist 

States to honour the invitation to the Conference. Regarding·Israel's 

participation, he informed the Commission of the circumstances that 

caused the UN Secretar;y- .. General to e:l!:tend ihvi-t'a.tion tO· Is;,~el to parti~ 
cipate in the Conference. ·He pointed· out, however, that the invitation 

was issued without prior consulations with the OAU. 

2. Of the non-participation of some Socialist qountries in the. 
1, .• 

Conference, the Assistant Secretary General informei the Commission that 

the Socialist States had argued that since the problem of refugees .in: 

·Africa was a 'direct result of coloniali'sm, ·these· States were unable to· 

accept:: the invita'tion to the Conference. He further drew the. attention 

of the: Commission to the contributions that had been pledged at.ICARA, 

as well as those that were made after the Conference. In this connec

tion, he informed the Commission of Libya's decision to contribute US 

dollars .one million di;,ectly to the OAU. 

3. The Assistant Secretary General finally pointed out to the 

Commission that it was not easy for one to envisage exactly how the 

contributions would be utilized since many countries that had made 

these,contributions had n<;>t J:et indicated )?.c"tr;<t;hey wanted their contri- · 
I .. , '~•-'' ' ' 

but ions to .be used or how they would be· channelling ··them. 
. l . 

However, he . . 
informed the Commission that the triparti_te Commi'ttee which had, been 

set up to prepare f,r the holding of the Conference would continue to 

exist to work out the modalities pertaining to the utilization of the 

pledges. 

4· Following this a discussion ensued and the Commission e:l!:pressei 

the hope that the tripartite Committee would liaise with the countries 

of asylum in establishing priorities for the disbursement of the funds. 

The Commission then took note of the report as it was a Conference 

... I 
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document for the Council of Ministers. 

VIII. INVOLVEMENT OF ISRAEL IN REFUGEE WORK IN AFRICA 

L. This subject vras introduced by the representative of the Sudan 

who expressed grave conc.ern for the participation of Israel in ICARA. 

He observed that Israel 1 s participation was a diabolical· manoeuvre to 

come back to Africa through the back door. The Commission·rejected the . '' . ' - .. 
contribution that had been pledged ·ny Israel after the conclusion. of 

.~ ' .. 
ICARA in conformity with ·ihe. Stand 'of the Chairman of the African Group 

as stated in'the report of the Secretary·General on ICARA (Do~ument GM/ 

1130 (XXXVII) Rev,l). 

IX. .MORE MISSIONS OF THE .SECOND PART OF THE FOURTEl!lNTH 

SELECTED OAU MEIIIDER STATES · 

1. The idea of undertaking more missions· to s.ome Member States 

whioh were not visited lasJ year. by the Coinm:lssion of. Fifteen but' which 

were equally ·affected by the refugee problem was introduced by a Member ., 

·.· .. ,· . .. . 

of the OAU Secretariat. He informed the Commission that the ic1ea had 

been endorsed by the OAU Council of Ministers in its Thirty-Sixth Ordina~ 

ry Session last year, The Commission, therefore, reconfirmed the import

ance of undertaking these ~issions especially to Southern Afi•ica, and 

decided to consider the financial implications relating to these missions 

in consultation l<Ti th the OAU -!l-dvisory Committee on Financial· Matters at a 

later statge. 

X. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

. . • 
l. ·one observer exp~essed anxiety regarding the representation of 

the Northern Part of Africa on the OAU Commission of:. Fifteen on Refugees· 

in Africa, The Chairman reiterated the· eagerness· of the Commiss.iori to 

receive the names of the representatives as soon as possi'Qle in order to 

facilitate the work of the Commission, 
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VI, BRIEF'mr THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ASSISTANCE 

TO REFUGEES IN AFRICA BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 

COMMISSION OF FIFTEEN 

l. In his introcuction, the Chairman intimated that 

he w·ill not at this stage present a detailed 

report on the subject as this was to be ·done 

together vrith the Secretariat. He then pro

ceeded to underline the following pertinent 

aspects of the Conference: the objectives; 

2. 

the preparations made; the problems that arose; 

the proceedings; and the results, In conclusion 

the Chairman stressed the success of the Con~ 

ference which raised the total amount of 

US¢560 million. The participants welcomed the 

successful conclusion of the Conference and 

wished to knm·r the arrangements made for 

receiving funds that some countries had promised 

to contribute directly to the OAU, and the 

modalities for distribut_ion and management of 

·the funds, . ' 
. -~-.:. ··- ... , . ~ ~---. ·~-···;_ ...... - .. ---··-· .. ---··- .... .... ~ .. ~- •....... 

After_ anc ·exchang§_.o·r.. :v.:L.o:ws.-;i-t· was agre.;d :tiia"t a 
• • - --------· • •• • • ' . J •. 

discuss:ion on thes~ .. !Jlat.t.£>=.. shoH.±€1-b-e ·po'li'lipO"ried ... -- --· 
·.=.-..: ...... ····-··· ····--- ... . 

until the next Session 1vhen the Assistant 

Secretary-General responsible, Dr. Peter Onu 

should present a detailed report. 

VII •. DATE AtJD VENUE OF NEXT SESSION 

l. After some discussion, it was agreed that the 

Commission should meet again towards the end 

of ~ay upon confirmation by the Secretariat. 

The meeting closed at 12.50 p.m. 
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OAU Secretariat 

c:iAU Secretariat 

OAU Secretariat 

OAU Secretariat 

OAU Secretariat 

OAU Secretariat 

OAU Secretariat 

Chairman, 
OAU Co-ordinating 
Cowmittee on Assistance 
to Refugees 

1. The. Third Part. of the., Fou.rteenth Or,dl.nary Ses~~on of the 
.. ·-· . ~ .. 

OAU Commission of Fifteen on' Refugees took plaoe at the OAU ,,,; 

Headquarters, Addis Ababa, on Friday 19 February 1982 under the 

Chairmanship of the Vice-Chairman, H.E •. Mr. IL ?IATTA, the . 

Ambassador of the Republic of Niger. 

2i In his opening statement 7 the Chairman apologlsod to the 

c~mmission for the absence of H.E. Mirghan Su1ieman Khalil, the 

substantive Chairman and Ambassador of the De>mocratic Republic of 

the Sudan due to official commitments ba~k in his country. The 

follo.ring· agenda was introduced and adopted 'wi·thout any comments: 

III AGENDA 

1. Opening 
. ,,_ 

2, · Adoption of the proposed Agenda. 

3. Adopti.on of the Second Part of the Minutes of the Fourteenth 

in··Afrioa. 

Ordinary Session of the OAU Commission of Fifteen on Refugees . :~., : 

' 
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5. Report of the Sub-Co~mittee of the OAU Commission of 

Fifteen _on Refugees in Africa. 

6. Second I~ternational Conference on Assistance to Refugees 

in Africa. 

6, Any Other Business. 

IV, REPORT OF •ri-IE SECOND PART CF THE FOURT:tl:El;[~'H ORDINARY SESSION 

OF THE OAU COMMISSION OF FH''TEE:N ON REFUGEES IN AFRICA 

v. 

1. The. Chairman appealed to Members of the Commission to be 

brief in their interventions due to time constraint anQ. since ...... _. · .. ,, 
most Members Nere rather busy it1 view of' the impending 3(lth r.,, 
ordinary Session of the OAU Council of Ministers. 'He then 

called on "the Rapporteure to in!troduce the Minutes of the 

Second Part of the Fourteen·th Ordinary Session .of _the OAl! 

Commissi'on of Fifteen on Refugees. 

2. In his introduction, the Rapporteur remarked that apart 

from a feu typographical errors, the Report vias a correct 

record of v1hat had tranGPired during the· ·mee·-nng.;· He asked . . . ·- ...... 

for any comments that Members may have and after a minor correction 

on page 5 paragraph 9 which should read 111\!0ml MISSIONS OF THE 

OAU COl;ID!ISSION OF FIFTEEN ON REFCJGEES ~·o SELECTED OAU MEl>ffiER 

STATES", the Minutes ~rere aQ.opted without further oommen:t.s. 

MATTERS ARISING 

1. Some Members of the Canmission sought clarification from 

both the Secreoariat and the Chairman regarding the proposed 

missions of tlle OAU Commission of Fifteen to selected Member 

States and ;ranted to. know vlhy the said missions were not under

taken. 
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2, In reply, the Secretariat· explained that it tms still 

~laiting for responses from the governments of ~lorbcco and 
' . / 

Senegal, the two states still to be'visited. 

4• · ... In the absence of any furthGr ~;mmentEi ·on this matter, 

: · 'the Cha{rman called on the Rapporteur to introduce ·the nGxt 
'•;· 

.·_:-,,,._. i tern on the Agenda• ' '•'. 
< _, 

VI, REPORT OF THf~ SUB-COr.l!UTTB;E OF calli OAU COid<IISSIOH OF FIFT~EN 

01{ REFUGEJi'..S IN AFRIQ! 

" .. / 

Y;, , 
........ '.\" 

'!-". 

1. The Rapporteur then proceeded to invite the Commission to 

'discuss. the Report after a brief resume o'f the 1;ork of the 

Su~Committee. 

;·•( -'! 

The. Chair~ari 'C!Hii1k:ed the Rapporteur for· his brief and 
.. , .·r ... ,;;t ~ .. 

· .. ...Pregise presentation of thG Report. and in turn explained the 

. 6ri teria the Su~Commit'tee ·had •· ... in mind vlhen the Report 11as 
. ' 

being prepared:· ·He said··. th<;i;se:, inc1uded material and moral .... .. ~ . 

assistance as ;rell as legal ~roteotipn th~f Members of the Co-, . ;_ 

ordinating Committee gave to Afri~an··:r·~'rtigees. He drew the 

attention of the Commission-:boU~l~~. \tfaf:t)<ules of Procedure of 
.·, . ;---... -... 
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the OAU/BPEAR Co-ordinating'Committee. 

3. Several Members of the Commission expressed satisfaction 

and congratulated the Sul)-Committee for their comprehensive and 

analytical Report,_ 

4• After very lengthy and exh<mstive· discussion on the 

Rules 'of Procedure, various amendments. ·and ·additions were made 

to this document. The Report of• the Sub-Commiftee as well as 

the draft Rules of Procedure wer.e aQcordingly· adopted, (vide 

.Documents BR/CC-JTTEE(l7) XI) Rey,. 5 and CM/H 7~(XlCX'JIII). 
'. 

VII. ·SECOND INTER-li!ATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ASSTSTAlWE 'J:O REFUGEES IN 

AFRICA 

., 
l. On this item, the Chairman·:oalled upon the Representative 

of the Sudan to int.roduce 'it since it was included in the Agenda 

on the instructions of his government. In his introduction, 

the Representative of' t'he Sudan recalled ·the proceedings of the 
' ' . :~ >~ . , •''./ ' 

36th Session of the UN General Assembly which ~;as held in New 

York from September to December 1981 and Draft Resolution AC. 

3/36/1.56. Rev. 1 introd.uo:ed by tho Representative of Benin, 

Chairman of the African Group at the UN, calling.for the holding 

of a second International Conference on Assistance to . .Refugees 

in Africa to be,held in 1983. The Representativ;e oi: the Sudan 

also recalled. t'!l.~ amended form of ·bhe said Resolution (Ref. 

RES.56/124) Vlhich Has subsequently adopted: ~Y t'~e UN General 

Assembly on this subject and said it· >Ias 'in the light of this 

Resolution that his government felt i i m:cessary to bring it 

to the attention of the Commission of Fifteen for consideration. 
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2. In reply, ;the Chairman t;as of the vie>l that the 

Democratic Republic of the Sudan as a sovereign country and had 

every right to bririg any item for discussion at any level 

within the Organization of. African Unity ( OAU). He· felt 

that since this same i tern is included. on the Agenda- to be 

presented to the 38th Ordinary Session of the OAU Council of 

l.!inisters;_ he invited Members of the Commission mere~ to 

take note of the subject and appealed to Members to support 

the item during the meeting of the Council of Ministers. 

3 •. · Some ]l!embers flXpressed anxiety. over the.. f:i;na,lc-follow

up of the first In·ternational Conference on Assistance to 

· Refugees in Africa ( ICARA) t<hich _ ;1as held in Geneva in April 
. ·. ' . - · .. :· ..... :. ' . . . .: . .. ... .. . .. . ··~: . · ...... ·-

1981 and requested for a briefing from the OAU Secretariat. 

4• In reaction to this, the Director of the OAU Political 

Department disclosed that a meeting oC the Steering Committee 

em ICAllA at the level of the 9AU/UN/UNHCH took place in 

Nairobi in February, 1982 to review 'the-position.of the dis

tribution and utilisation of the ICARA funds • He further 

explained that the Report on this meeting 1<6uld be submitted to 

the OAU Secretariat in due course. In tile ab~en9e _of the Report, 

it 11as decided 1hat. discussion on this _subject be postponed. 

5· In this connection, it -.,;as .agreed upon to convene another 

extra-ordinary session of the Commission of Fifteen during the 

forth coming 38th Session of the OAU Council of ministers to 

consider the Report on ICARA together .:ith t;te Ninutes of the 

3rd part .of the Fourteenth Ordinary Session of the OAU Commission 

of Fifteen. 
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1. On this itc~, thG Chairman drGvl the attel1tion of the 

Commission of Fifteen to a Note Verbale containing commGnts 

of the United Republic of Tanzania on the OAU/IDHICR 'ilorking 

Group Reports on the Implementation of tho Arusha Conference 

Recommendations·. He rGcalled thG Second. J?.art of the Fourteenth 
' . . 

ordinary Session of the Commission o:(F-~i'teen which was held 
'· .... 

in Nairobi in June 19& .. duri~g)1h:icir::"tl1~ Commission direc·ted 
. ": ... , .. " '\·;·.:~.~- ~!:·h .. ··"' 

the OAU.- ~ecret.~i.at: ic"transmi t the said Reports to all OAU 
: .\ >- ·.·.:. >\·~! .~·.·~·:.~;.__.:. . . 

Member ~:fia,'\i(')s for their.-.. oomm<mts. He informed the Cqmmission 

that so far it is only the United Republic of Tanzania that 

has reacte'd to the Repoz:ts. He therefore 1_ requeste?- the Secre

tariat to remind all other member States to submit their 

comments· on these Reports as soon as possible for the considera

. tion of the Commission •. 

2. The Chair.man· also dre1-1 the attention of the Commission 
. 

.. to· the pending io;<sue of the representation of the Northern 

region on the Commission of Fifteen. It w2.s decided that this 

matter be referred to the 38th Ordinary Session of the OAU 

-Council of. minis-hers fer decision, 

, ~h Th&re being·no ·athe.r business, the meeting came to a 

olose at li!O p~m; 

I 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF Trill OLU CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE 

ON ASSTSTANCE TO REFUGEES 
/ 

( 

ARTICLE I C 0 M P 0 3 I T I 0 N 

The OAU Co-ordinatipg Committee on Assi_stanc.e .to Refugees, 

hereinafter referred to as "The Co-ordinating Oommitteen, is an 

advisory and co-ordinating bo.dy comprising_ !.epres~ntatives of .:-

(a) 

(h) 

.the General· Sec.re.t.aria t· .. o:f. the Organization of. African ·.· . . ' 
" Unity,··. '~ .. ..... . } ' . 

the United Nations i'-Iigh Commissione.r for Ref'uge.es: (UNHCH), 
the International Labour Organization (ILO), 1 

the Vlorld Health Organization (~!HO), 
the United Nations Edupational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), 
the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), 
the United Natio1~s Comission for Namibia (UNCN), 
the United Nati;,ns Education anci. 'Ir.ain:ing Programme 
for Southern Africa (UlillTPSA), · 
the United Nations ~evelopment Programme (UNDP); and 
any other Organizations ~ri thin the UN family concerned 
•ri th refugees, ' 

(c) Governmental, inter-governmental and non-governmental 

Organizations who show great interest in. the problem of 

African refugees : the All Africa Conference of' Churches/ 

i·Torld Council of Churches, Lutheran 'Wbrld Federation, 

Horld Un:i, vers'ity- Se,rv.ice, Anm.esty 
' >' ···~~·Ki<.-·~: 

Gari tas. J:nteriia tionaJ:is, Catholic 

International. 
,, .-. ,. ;, •• 1'; .• 1.". 

Relief' ·Se':i'vice,"'·. 

International Council o:f Voluntary Agencies,· Commonwealth 

Secretariat; and any other Organization or volqntary 

agency '1-lhich may at a later stage qualify, and be 

accepted by the CO!;)in~ssion of Fifteen, for membership • 

. , .. , 
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(d) .. the E;xecl1t:Lve'Secret·ari'~t· -~-t~the _OAU Liberation 
.... ~·-··· 

Committee. 

A2.TICLE II • A. PERMANENT OBSERVERS 

(i) Qualifications 

A permanent observer st;3-tus may be granted to any 
' 

Organization which has over the years demonstrated in 

practical ter~s interest in 'the activities of-the OAU, 

•espec·ial':ly in mat.ters pertaining to the African refugee 

situation; 

(ii) Application to.the Co-ordinating Committee for. a perman

ent observer statu·s shall be·•corrimunicated before-hand 

through the OAU- General Secretil,riat to _thl,·c~-::-ordinating 

Committee which shall. study and'make appr_oprili-t·e· 

(iii) 

recommendations .to·. t~'le OAU Commissi·on 'of Fift.e-em on 
'' 

Refugees in Africa, 'qhich in turn,_sJ:>.all give:·these.··;. 

applications due-consideration; 

Permanent observers shall not be exempted from provisions 

laid doWn in Article XI of' the. Rules ·af Procedure- of 

the Co-·ord±nating Committee. ' 

B. AD HOC OBSERVE~S 

(i) An Ad .Hoc o'bserver status shall be granted to any OAU 

1~ember St·ate wl:J.ere the OAU Co-ordinating Committee may 

happen to· convene for its ordinary or extra-ordinary 

session. 

(ii) The OAU Secretary-General may, in consultation with the 

Chairman of the Co-ordinating Committee, grant an Ad Hoc 

observer status for only one session to any State or 
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' -· .... 

Humanitq.rian o:r:ganization for reasons which in the 

opinion of the -secretary-General warrant the presence 

of such a State o:::- organi.zation. 

c·;· The Commi ttee_.may allmi, such. Ad Boc· observers to 

· .. , ·, 
(i.) make a wrip.ten,.or"'"qral s;tatement:.'on ir matter w·hich 

falls within their field of competence; 
't·:.}~- .. ~-~=- --

(ii) reply .to any questions posed by the 'committee or any 

member of the Committee • 

ARTICLE 

•. J: 

III : DUTIES 
':I 

! 
?)' -... , .. · 

of refugees· shall be : · · 
'' . ,., _,.,. 

(a) to advise the-· OAU Bureau of Refugees on gene.r.aL. .· ...... . 
"' policy; 

-· .... ' 

(b) 
.•; ,,, 

to <;a-ordinate the efforts of member organizations 

in order to enable the OAU Bureau of R~fugee$. ·. 
-~ . ·-- ·- -· 

to discharge its-·du"ci~s as efficiently as possible; 

.... 
(c), to assist 't:he O.AU' Bureau· of. R~'fuge_es in drawing 

up and impleoentin(5 its programmes; 

(d) to examine the activ:ity reports of the OAU Bureau 

of refugees;· and 

(e) 

. -

'.' 
to participate in preparing.the operational budget 

of the Bureau of Refugees. 

;'!;·;;·-·. 
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~4embers of' the Co-ordinating Comini t.tee resident 

in Addis Abab~ shali form the Working Group . 

which shall assist the OAU Bureau·of' Refugees 

ih its normal activities and meet on an Ad Hoc --
basis oh the request of' the Director of' the 

Bureau in bonsultation with the Chairman or 

Vlce-Chairma~ of the Co-ordinating Committee, 

SECRETARIAT · 

The OAU Bureau of'·Ref'ugees shall be responsible 

f'or the Secretariat of' the Committee and shall 

ensure translation, printing and distribution 

of' documents, reports etc,,,, as well as any 

other tasks assigned to it by the Committee, 

Invitations to meetings shall be sent at least 
• J : •• : 

one month before the meeting, 

ORDINARY SE:SSIOITG 

·The Co-ordinating Committee shall me,<;>.t at 

least once a year, 

EXTRA-ORDINARY Gjj;GS:tONS 
•'·: ·•'·' 

At "tile reques-t;, of any member of' the Committee 

or the Director of' the'OAU Bureau of' Refugees 
. =· '·; .. 

after consultation 1~i th, and the approval· of, ,, 
the Chairman or in his absence the Vice-

Chairman of' the Co-ordinat~rtg Committee, the 

l;,_tter shal;t pleet in an ex~-~-~---~-rdinary session,'. 

subj_ect to approval by ·simple majority of' its 

members, 

PLACE OF MEETIITG 

The Co-ordinating Committee's ordinary sessions 

shall be held at the Headquarters of' the 

Organization of' African Unity or at any other· 

venue proposed by the OAU General Secretariat, 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DURATION OF 

TERM OF OFFICE 

At the opening of each ordinary session, the 

Committ~e shall elect by a simple.majority, 

a Chairman, Vice-Chairman and·Rapporteuv whose 

term of office shc-.11 expire at the opening of 

the next ordinary session. 

EXPULSION 

l.ny member O.r.ganisation whose activities are 

proved beyond doubt to be incompatible with the 

inte:rests and objectives of the OAU shall 

forthwith be expelled from the membership of 

the Co-ordinating Committee by the Commission 

of Fffteen on Refugees on the recommendation 

of the Co-ordinating Committee, 

;':UORUM 

The quorum for the opening of all meetings 

shall be made UP, of one-third of' the permanent 

oembers of' the Coo~ittee. All decisions shall 

be made by a simple majority of' the members 

present. 

REC.Ol.W.ENDATIONS 

The OAU General Sec:r-eta_riat, in consu1tation 

1·1i th the officers of the Committee·, shall dra1; 

up a list of reco:;n:Jendations of the Committee t s 

meetings to be submitted f'or adoption to the OAU 

Commission of Fifteen on Refugees in Africa. 

The Committee's recommendations shall be made 

by concensus or by simple majority ~f' members 

present and voting. 

ENTRY INTO FORCE 

The present Rules of' Procedure shall enter into 

force on their adoption by the OAU Council of' 

Hinisters. 
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