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Original: French

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY~GENERAL ON

AFRO-ARAB COOPERATION

1. - The QAU. Secretary-General reported to the Forty~second Ordinary
Session of the Council of Ministers held in Addis Absba, Ethiopia, from

10 to 16 July 1985, on the activities carried out since ithe Forty-first
Session (Document C/1309 (XLII)). Following the presentaticu of that
report, the Council of Ministers reiterated its sttachment to Afro-Arab
Cooperation and adopted an important Resolution, CM/Res. 1008 (XLII)» By
that Regolution, it reaffiried 1ts readiness to work towards the reactiva-
tion of the organs of Afro-Arab Cooperation and particularly towards the
pursuit of the efforts for the recomvening of the Joint Afro-Arab Ministerial
Conference which; due to some difficulties at the time, could not be held

in April 1985 in Tripold, Libya. The same Resolution requested the QAU
Secretary-General, in cooperation with hia colleague of the Arab League, to
take the necessary measures for the regulay functioning of the other organs
of Afro-aArab Cooperation, particularly the Standing Commission, the next
meeting of which was scheduled to be held 1n Damascus, Syria.

Z, Since then, the 0AU General Secretariat has taken every step to
ensure the implementation of that resolution. It also undertook other
activities already included in its programme for strengthening Afro-Arab
Cooperation, .

PREPARATION OF THE EIGHTH SESSION OF THE STANDING COMMISSION
FOR AFRO-ARAB COOPERATION

Z. . Already during the Forty—-second Session of the Council of Ministers,
the OAU General Secretariat held consultations with the delegation of the Arab
League on 15 July 1985. These consultations made it possible to draw up the
many outlines of the draft agenda of the Eighth Session of the Standing
Commission. Furthermore, the consultaiions enabled the two Secretariats to
agree on the date of that session which they thought they could fix, in
agreement with the host country, for 30 and 31 October 1985. Similarly, it
‘was agreed that two Working Groups, one on Afro-Arab Trade, and the other cn
Afro-Arab Investments be convened early in December in Tunis.

4. Thus the two Secretariats held thelr first technlcal meeting in
- Addis Ababa from 23 to 26 September 1985, and prepared a number of working
documents in accordance with the draft agenda already adopted in July 1985.

The consultations that ensued between the two Secretariats helped
, to conglder the ways and means of making that session of the Standing
Commission a success gince the Joint Afro-Arab Conference of Ministers had
been proposed sine die. It was then noted.that the date proposed coincided
with other important- commitments of the Member States of the OAU and the
Arab League. A number of African and Arab Heads of State and Government
and their Ministers of Foreign Affzirs were to parxticipate in the Fortieth
Sesaion of the UN General Assembly and the celebration of thé anniversary
of that Organization. For that reaon and in order to create the conditions
which would guazrantee a massive and effective participation of the members
of the Commission., it was agreed that a new date be fixed.

rs
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5. + " Thé QAU Member Stztes serving on the Committee of Twelvz were
informed of the outcome of the consultations. Consultations werz also
held between the two Secretariete and the authoritiles of the host country
which were requested to choose the date convenient to them during the
month of January 1986. At the end of those consultstions the dates of 15
and 16 January 1986 were chosen for the holding of the Fighth Session of
the Standing Commission which would be preceded by a meecing of the
Coordinating Committee on 14 January 1986.

8. Raving already decided to 1nc1ude the reports ot thé Worxiag

Groups on Afro-Arab Trade and Investments in the draft agend of the zighth
-Session of* the Standing Commission, the two Secretariats preparad. the meeting
of these Working Groups whose terms of reference had been defined by the
Seventh Session of the Cemmission held in Tripcli from, 2 to 4 August '1984. 1In
that connection, the twc cecretariai.s agreed that the two Working Groups

would 'each be composed of ten experts (5 Arab, 5 African) selected on their
competence., ' They also provided the experts with the basic working documents
end ensured the material and *achnical organisation of their meetings.

7. - 'Thus the Working Group on Afro-Arab Trade Promotion met In Tunie
from 5 to 7 December 1985 while the ome on the Promofion and Guarantee of

" Afro-Arab investments was held from 9 to 11 December 1985 in the same city.
The two Groups adopted each a report which, inter &lia contained relevait
recomrendations on measures to be taken for tht promotion of .trade and
investments between African and Arab countries. These reporte werg submitted
to the Eighth Session of the Standing Commission. C ’

3. At the end of the meetings of the two Workipg Groups, the two
Secretariats held a second technical preparatory meeting from 12 to 13 December
1985 in Tunis to finalize and harmonize all the Working documents of the
Eighth Session of the Standing Comaission. The working documents. were then
sent to all the OAU Member States on the Coumittee of Twelve on Afro-Arab
Cooperation, which in fact participated actively .in the Damascus Session.

9. It should also be pointed out that -the 0AU General: Secretariat
jointly with the ‘bedies of the Arab League, o;ganized meetingu inxthe field
of culture and labour. ‘ .

© 10, With regard to culture, the QAU General Secretariat in cooperation
with the ALECSO organised, in Addis Ababa from 1 to'3 October-1985;, a
meeting of the Committee of Experts (5 African and 5 Arab),; charged with
considering matters relating to the launching of the Afro-Areb cultural
Institute. The report of that meeting was submitted to the Pighth Session
of the Afro-Arab Standing Committee.

11, As regardo cooperation in the field of labour, the UAU*Secretariat
kept alive its consultations with the Arab .Lebour Organization (ALG)
culminating in the holding of a meeting between the two sides in Baghdad,
Iraq;, from'll to 14 November 1985 to prepare the session of the Ministeriel
Committee of Eleven charged with organizing the First Conherencc of African
.and.Arab ¥Ministers of Labour,
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THE EIGHTH SESSION -OF THE STANDING COMMISSION
12, As agreed,-the Eighth Session of the Standing Commission for

Afro-Arab Cooperation was held in Damascus from 15 to 16 January 1986. It
was preceded by the meeting of the Coordinating Committee and of the African
and Arzb Groups on 14 and 15 January 1986. The Standing Commission adopted
the following recommzndations:

JOINT AFRO-ARAD MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

13. . Following the renmewal by the Socialist People's Libyan Arab
-Jamahiriya of dits invitation to host the Ministerial Conference; the
Commission unanimously agreed that it should be convenad a3 soon as possible
in order.to make it possible to hold the Second Session of the Afro-Arab
Sumrit Conference.

. 14, In that .regard, the Standing Commission recommended thé establiish-
ment of a Committec composed of the two Current Chalrmen of the OAU (Senegal)

and the LAS (Bahrain), the two Secretaries General and the host country

(Libya) to undertake consultations and «xamine the appropriate conditicnas

for convening the Afro-Arab Ministerial Conference before the end of 1986.

Furthermore, it recommended that the Second Afro-Arab Summit Conferemce be

held after the Ministerial Conference and that it should coincide 1if posaible,

with the Tenth Anniversary of the First Afro-Arab Summit Conference hald

1a Cairo in March 1977.

REPGRT Oﬁ THE MEANS OF STRENGTHENING AFRO-ARAB COOPERATICN
* AND SOLIDARITY TO ACHIEVE COMMON OBJECTIVES

1Z. Folliowing an exhaustive debate, the Commission among others
recommended the adoption of the following measures within the framework

of solidarity and cooperation at the various bilateral, regional and inter-
national levels:

- to render political, moral, financial and military support
to the peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Palestine in
order to enable them, under the leadership of their respective
national liberation organizations, regain their thelr unusurped
rights, especlally their imalienable rights to self-determination;

=~ call on the Security Council to adopt a resolution calling for
the imposition of comprehensive and mandatory sanctions against
South Africas

- reaffirm support for the UN plan for the Independence of Namibia
as stipulated in Security Council Resolution 435 (1978);

- deploy ali efforts to ensure the convening of the World
Conference on Sanctions Against South Africa called for by
the CAU, UN and Non-aligned Movement;

- supporﬁ for the Palestinian people in their struggle to
establish an independent State in Pulestin 2, -under the leader-
ship of the PLO;
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support the struggle of the Arab States to liberate their lands
that are still under Israeli occupation; .

Support the holding of an international conference under fhe
auspives of the UN, to find o peaceful solution to the Palestine
Question in the Middle East problem; ' :

coordinate efforts on the international plane in order to forece
Israel to pull out of South Lebanon and thus safeguard Lebanon’s
independance and territorial imtegrity;

exert eiforte in order to seek a just and lasting solution to
the Iran/Iraq war, based on principles of international law and
the Charter of the United Hations.

i6. The Commission also discussed the current state of affairs in.‘
US/Libya and South Africa/Lesotho relations and adopted the following two

declarations°

. Declaration of the Standing Ccumission for Afro-Arab Cooppration
on the measures taken by the United States Administration against
the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriye; .
Declaration of the Standing Commission for hfro-Araﬁ Cooperation
on the measures taken agailnst Lesotho by the Racist regime of

' South Africa.

REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ARAB AND AFRICAN SPECIALIZED

ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL

INSTITUTIONS IN ECONOMIC, FILANCIAL TECHNICAL AND

CULTURAL FIELDS

17. The Commission consldered four separate documents under this item -
Economic and Financial; Drought, Desertification and Famine in Africay
Cartography and Cultural Affairs and adopted the following recommendations:

The need to emphasize the mechanism of joint ventures as a way
to develop integration awong Arab and African economies;

Encourage Arab and African finaneing institutions to undertake
Jjoint investment projects especially those which are 1likely

to contribute to the promotion and development of trade axchanges
between the two parties;

Intensify cooperation between. DB, BADEA and ECA with regards

to joint financing, consultations, joint cevelopment activities,
programme coordination and the establishment of close working

‘relations‘

the establishment of a joint coordinatihg committee comprising

.of the African Development Bank (ADB) the Aczb Bank for Economic

Development in Africa (BADEA) and the Economic Commission for
Africa, in collaboration with the General Secretariats of the
QAU and the LAS,

LY
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DROUGHT, DESERTIFICATION AND FAMINE

18. The Cormissioi commended the African and Arab governments and
donor organizations for the assistance rendered towards alleviating drought
and famine in Africa and urged them to continuz to extend aid toc the
drought-stricken countries.

i

19, t stressed the importance of solving the problem of drought
through an increased focus on the agricultural sector and the proper
implementation of Afro-Arab joint projects in thea arcas of cereal production
and animal husbandry in order to ensure food seslf-sufficiency.

20. . It recommended the convening of a seminar to discuss ways and means
of intensifying Afro-Arsdb Cooperation in the- £ield of food security, and

to discuss the methods lzading.to complomentarity in the field of production
and exchange of food commodities between the two regions.

CARTOGRAPEY

21. - The Commisgion cxamined the "Joint Project" for making maps of
natural resources and water submiltted by thé Arab Centre for Studies of
Dry areas and Arid Lands and the African Cartographical Society and
recommended the following:

= That in view of the importance of the project and owing to
the fact thet it releates to efforts exerted by both the Arab
and African regione to combat desertification and drought,
to increase cultivated areas and to develop livestock, it
called upon the Arab Bank for Zconomic Development in Africa
and the African Development Bank to contribute to the financing
of the project on aqual basis. '

CULTURAL FIELD

22. The Commission ex2mined the activitiles report in the cultural
field, including the observations of the expert Group leeting on the
Establishment of the fro-Arab Cultural Institute and recominended .the
fellowing:

- to encourage the establishment and the consolidation
of cultural and profcssional Afro-Aradb institutions and
assoclations, such as unversities, film mekers, linguistics, etc.;

~ *facilitate exchange of professors, students and scholarships;

- establish departments of African and Arab Studles in the
universities; ’

~ promote the use of African languages in the regional and
continental institutions;

- organize seminars and conferences on specilalized subjects of
cultural and social Afro-Arab relations.

’
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23. The Commission also recommendad that thé financing of the proposed
Joint Conferences of the African and 4rab Ministers of Education and Culture
: be charged to the budget of the Special Fund on Afrc-~Arab Cooperation.

- . -

THE PROMOTION OF AFRO-ARAB TRADE EXCHANGE

24, The Coumission noted vhe report and recoimendations.submitted by
the Working Group of African and Arab Experts on Trade Promotion between
African ahd Arab Countries which had met in Tunis from 5 te 7 December
1985 and adopted the following rgcommandatiov .

- It noted that although potentizlities for Afro-Arab trade
" extension existed, yet the recommendations of the study,
report did. not contain sufficient, practical and implementable
modalit1es° ) P

)
'

- -It acdepted the Secretariats® proposal that the instututional
framework proposad by the experts be called "Afro-Arab
Prefercntial Tradz Area" and took note of the offer to Saudi
Arabia tc assist the two Secretariats of the OAU and LAS to
work out the appropriate modalities, for implementation.

- It furthermore, took note of the study on trade exchanges and
recognized the need to up~date 1t and enrich it with practical
proposals capable of ensuring the promotion of trade exchange
between the two communities.

PROMCTION AND GUARANTEE OF AFRO*A%AB‘INVESTMENTS

25. The CommiSblon was presented with a report prepared by the Working
Group of Africanm and Arab uXPLrtS on the Promotion and Guarantee of Afro-
Arab_anestments which met in Tunis from 9 to 1l Dacember 1985, Following
discussions on the various proposals, the Commission made the following
recommendations:

- to speed up the preparatlon of the joint legal framework to
protect, guarantee and encourage investments between the
African and Arab Countrius with 2 view to contributing to
,théir development;

~ to benefit from the Arican and Arab bodies concernad with
insuring investmehts against non-commercial ‘risks in order to
- promote Afro-Arab Cooperation, and in additiion, to explore
the possibility of benefitting from MIGA (Qdultilateral
Investments Guarantee Agency) for the same bqrposeg;

~ c&ll for the convening.of & joint ¢onference of Africen and
Arab -invesgtors in order to identify avalable investment
opportunities and the legislative atmosphere for investments
in various Arab and African Countries;. .

- to utilize the efforts of the existing African and Lrab
development institutions including funds, banks, investment and
insurance companies and develop their rele in activating
investments, particularly with respect to the privara gector;
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- to give utmost attention and contribute to the invesiment and
production projecits that would enmhance the production base of
the Arab and African regiosns and provide tha base for trade
exchanges between the two regioms, so as to reduce thelr
reliance on triangular trads. :

DRAFT BUDGET OF THE SPECIAL FUND ON AFRO-ARAB COOPERATION

26. The Commission consldered the draft budget submitied by the two
Secretarists of the 0AU and the LAS and approved the sum of US$ 1,025,983.00
to be shared equally (507 contributicn) by both parties.

DATE AND VENUE OF THE NINTH SESSTION OF THE STANDING COMMISSION
FOR AFRO-ARAB COOPERATION

27.-. The dzlegation of Burkina Faso renawed its invitation to host the
Ninth Session of the Standing Coumission. :

28. The Commissicon exprassed its appreciation and requested the two
Secretariats and the host country to hold consultations with a view to
fixing a date for the Session.’ ’

29. Finally, at the end of the Eighth Sessiou of the Standing Commission,
the two Secretaries~General of the Organization c¢f african Unicy and the
League of Arab States signed a General Cooperation Agreement between the QAU
and the LAS and another Cooperation Agreement in the field of sanccions
against the racist regimes in South Africa and Occupied Palestiane, At the
same time, a Cooperation Agreement between the QAU and ALECSG in the cultural
field was signed by the Secretary-General of the 0AU and the Director

General of ALECSO.
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NOTE_ON THE COMPOSITION OF THE OAU COMMITTAR OF
ON_AVRO~ARAB COOPERATION

CM/1357 (XLIII) Anmex I.

M THELVE!

(Froﬁ.March 1977 — Cairo Afrd—AraH:°uﬁmi£)

The first Afro-Arab Summit Conferenca held in Cairo, Fgypt, in

March 1977 decided to establish a STANDING COMMISSION as one of the important
Jjoint executive organs for the implementation and monitoring of the
Declarations, Decisions and Programme of Action adopted at the Joint Summit.

The- Afro—-Arab Summit decided that the STANDING COMMISSION would be
composed of 24 Member States, 12 of which would represent ‘OAU Member States
and 12 LAS Member States.

-9in¢e March 1977, the comp051t10n of the OAU Committee of Twelve
has been as follows:

Febe 1 .
s 3

s._CM/395 (XZIV)

I .@nf.ﬁﬁlj_lﬂl
CM/Rese 576, (HIX)

Addis Ababa Libreville
Algeria "l. Togo
Botswana .2« Niger
Cameroon 3. Liberia
Borundi he Nigeria
Egypt 5. Comoros.
Ghana 6. Kenya
Mali 7+ QCameroon
Senegal 8« Gabon
Sierra Leone @« Mozambique
The Sudan 10. DBotswana
Tanzania 1l. Algeria
Zaire i12. Egypt
IVe June 1981
CM/Res. 862 (TOVII)
Addis dAbaba
llv Angola
2« Gambia
3. Guinea Bissau
Ls Henya \
5. Iiberig
6o Madagascar .
7. Morocco
8. Mozambique
9. DMiger
10. Iwanda
11, Swaziland
12, Tunisia

Ve

L.
29

Lo

ITI. J 1
cm%aes_. 721 (XXXTTT)
Reve T
Monrovia
l. -Algeria
2 Egypt
3« Gambia
4e Guinea Bissau
5 ] I.iberia
6. Niger
7. Gabon
8. Qwanda
9. Kenya
10. Madagascar
11. Lesctho
12. Mozambique

February 1984

C:M Re Sao }H_I

Angola
Congo
Ghana
(uinea
Burkina Faso

» Horoceo

Mauritius
Hozambigue
Sierra Leone
Swaziland
Tunisia
Tanzania
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Le ‘" PROCEDURE FOR THIE, COMPOSITION AND E]'.'.ECTIOI'I O“' MIM]éERS QOF THI

QAU _COMMITTZE OF T: J'ELV—' FOR. AI'RO—HRAB COOPIRAT TON

i 1ts Q%h Sess:.on held in L:Lbrev:Llle ‘from 23 to 30 June 1977,
the Council of Ministers adopted the i’o]_'l.ow:Ln,g, nodalities for the renewal
of the membersh:.p of the Comm:l.ttee g \ : .

(a‘) The principle of renewing members of the Commi‘btéé every two
years; .

(b) Principle of rene*n.ng members of ’me Co'nmlt'bee by rotat:u.on,
teklng into account QAU regional representation;

(¢) Principle of *"obatn.ve con’c.lnulty, in other words; renewal of
* half of the members of the Gommittee and retaining the' remaining
half.

s,

LT N

-

. . Prior to the establishment of the OAU Committee oi‘ Twelve &s an
:l.nstl'butlon, the African Group responsible for monitoring Afro-Arab Coope— -
ration!s matters was known as the Committee of Seven. It was composed of -
Cameroon, Ghana, The Sudan, Zaire, Tanzania, Mali and Botswanae

._N_E_:
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DRAFT AGENDA
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OF THE EIGHTH SESSION OF THE STANDING COMMISSION ON

AFRO—-ARAB COOPERAT TON
15 T0 17 JANUARY 1986, DAMASCUS, SYRTAN ARAB REPUELIC

apening Ceremony

Election nf the Bureau and Drafting Committee

Moption of the Draft Agenda
Organization of Work
Report of the Coordinating Committee

Report on the Activities of the Two
Secretaries General

Report on the Means of Strengthening
Political Cooperation and Afro-—Arab
Solidarity to Achieve Common
Objectives

Report on the Activities of the
Specialized Arab and African Institubions
in the Feonomic, Financial,

" Technical and Cultural Fields

PART I - Report of the Specialized
Institutions in the Fconomic
and Financial FMelds

PART II- Report on Drought, Desertifi-
cation and Famins in Africa

PART ITIT- Report en the Joint Project
for the Drawing of Vater
and Natural Rescurces Charts

PART IV- Report on Activities in the
giTtural Field

Report of the Working Group on the
Promotion of Afro-Arab Trade

Report of the Working Group on the
Promotion and Guarantee of Afro-
Arab Tnvestments

Draft Budget of the Special Fund for
the Functioning of the Organs of
Afrc—Arab Cooperation for the
Financial Year 1986/87

Date and Venue of the Ninth Session
of the Standing Commission on
Afro—-Arab Cooperation

Any other Business.

(OAU/LAS/ST. COMe1(VIII)) Rev. 2

(OAU/L.AS/ST. COMa2(VIII)) Reve 2

(OAU/LAS/ST «COM a3 (VIIT)) Rev. 2

(OAU/LAS/ST4COMa4(VIIL)) Rev. 1

(OAU/LAS#ST.COMa5(VIII)) Reve 1

(OAU/LAS/ST e COMo 5
PART I (VIIT)) Reva 1

(OAU/LAS/STe COMo 5
PART IT(VIII))Reve I

!
0N, neHvgs

(OAU/LAS/STe COMe 5
PART IIT (VIII))Rev. 1

(OAU/LAS/8Te COMs 5
PART IV (VIII))Rev. 1

(0AU/T.AS/ST. COM.6(VIIT)) Rev. 1

(OAU/LAS/ST .COMe7 (VIIT)) Reve 1

(OAU/LAS/ST.COMo8(VIIL)) Reve 1
N DF AFR

. "4’/;3_
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