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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

ON AFRO-ARAB COOPERATION 

I. INTRODUCTION 

During its Forty-fourth Ordinary Session held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 

from 21.to 26 July 1986, the Council of Ninisters of the OAU adopted Resolution 

CM/Res.1068(XLIV)which.among others, 

II. 

"1. Congratulates the Secretaries-General of· the OAU and the ·League of 

2. 

Arab States on. the efforts made to convenue the meeting of the Ad Hoc 

Committee request~d to prepare the first, ses.sion of the Joint Afro-
. :·1 ; . ' 

·Arab l>!inisterial Conference ... 
. ;,:, 

· r' .. .,... .,:. ·1'·_ 

Supports the· prbposal by the. two Secretaries:..GenerafLof ·the . OAU ·and. , 
•• -. • - • • ·, j ! i . ; :.. . ·, ,, t' ~ . 

the League· of' Arab ·states, to .maintain .t.he Ad Hoc Coinmittee as. 
. . ·. 1· 

· origina,lly <;onstituted, namely, Senegal, Bahrain', "the· Libyan Arab. 
! '' .. , . .' . 

Jamahiriya ·and the t~~ Secretaries-General of t~')l., OAU and the League· 

of·Arab States." 

PREPARATION o~ ;~E ME~TiNG OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE 

. ': 

.. -~. " 

./• 

Soon afterwards, the OAU General Secretariat received a note verb~le.dated 
.i. 

18 Sept.ember 1986 from the People's Bureau of the Socialist 
. : . . :;.:;. .'J... ":• 

People's Libyan Arab 

.Jamahiriy<i- _in which the Libyan Arab Jamalliriya informed the 
• • • • • 1 

Secretariat of its 

inability to host the ftist Afro-Arab Ministei;ial Conference~ 
. t ,; : • ' . 

. . . 
..;,, 
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A copy of the note was t~ansmitted t·o all OAU Mem]?er States by note 
verbale dated 29 September 1986; The Secretar.y·-General by the same token 
requested ''Member States of the OAU interested to submit at their earliest 
convenience their candidatures to· host the Afro-Arab Ministerial Conference on 
a date to be fixed after consultations with all the parties concerned". 

At the· time of writing this report no State had indicated its 1.nterest 
in hosting the meeting. 

Meanwhile, the ·two Secret.aries-General have continued their efforts to 
convene a Ministerial Ad Hoc ·Committee in Tunis and even scheduled the meeting 

' for November 6th, 1986. This led the OAU Secretariat to.extend-an invitation 
to H.E. the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Senegal to participate.in the meeting. 

However, a few days before, the scheduled .me~ting,. the·:'.oA.u-·secretariat was 
informed that "Bahrain regretted that it could not carry out the responsibility 
of representing .the Ar.:ab. party for .objective reasons which made it impossible: for .. . -. I • . • ; ' 

this State to en1n1re follow-:up and discharge th~· duties"' ensuing· from such ·.·. -" .. ' ' . 
responsibility on account of the limited 
mobilization of the staff and diplomatic 
developments in•the Gulf Region. 

structure for the'foll.ow~up-of the 

';. 
. . .- ., . 

By the same token, the Government' of"Bahra:l.ri''reqilested that ·anotl'\er Aro;ib • •• ,, • • T '"!" ;: : : ·., • • • 

State assume the responsibility in7umbent on th'e Chii'irinan of· the Ad Hoc Co)Dlllittee. 
It also expressed the will to participate actively in activities relating to 
Afro-Arab cooperation.·'' ..... 

• T.. 

I • ;·. 1• ; ' · It was in the light of this 'development· 'th~t th·e League of Arab States . .. . ; ' 
proposed that_l!ahrain be replaced by Alge~ii in its capacity as Current. Chairman· ' ·) • -~ ·1 .• , 
of the Council of Ministers of the League. .. '·:·., . . · 

I In view of these developments, the OAU Secretariat requested a postponment 
of the Ad Hoc meeting to allow for a,dequate" c~nsultations before the meeting is 
convened. 

. .; .. : .. . •(:. 
. ":.;· " 

Given chat the arrangeme'.!',_t, between the two Secretariats to maintain the 
original Jr;embersh!.ip.rof th!': C_ommiti;~e' in order to ensur~-,,follow-up and continuity 
of its activiti¢s was •no longer t~~.a.bl~ because of the. withdrawal ~f Bahrain, 
and pursuant to ·the spirit: of the ~eco~endation. of -~h!' Eigh~h Ses~~:~n''ot the 

. ; : ._ .: ; ;: 
.' ~ i . 

~ ·, . 
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-·· \ " r•. • 

standing Comniittee (Damascus - 15·to 17 January, 1986) relating to the Current 
' • ' I • • . _.·,,,, . . . 

Chairinan of the two Organizatio,ns 1 the OAU General Secretariat ;Lnformed Senegal 

about the changes proposed''by th~ Lea:gile of Arab state~ and ,r~quest~d ;'. .. 

Ui;s Excellency /the M:i..niste'f of ~o:reigrt 'Arfairs of, the P~ople 1 s Republic: o,f 
. . ' ' ... · .. .._ . . {' ... ; . . . . . . . . . ~· . 
the Congo -to participate ·in'' the Meeting of the Ad-Hoc Committee as repreee:n-

·' . ' ' . ' . " ' '• .. . ... 
t~tive of ·the· cilrrent Chairman of. .. the OAU and the African party. ,. 

, .. ':)~1.· .. --' ~·' ---.... _, 
. j,:.. ,;·. 

III. MEEI'JNG OF THE ·AD-HOC COMMTI'TEE 
'",. 

.The, Ad-Hoc fina1ly m·et ori 12 January, 19fl? in· Tiiriis at the.":Head-

quarters of t,he. League' of Arab States with the following personalities 

participating: 
. · ... 

OAU Delegation ,_·. 

. H.B. Mr. Benjamin Bmi:ri.~~clou; Ambassador 
[ ' . . . . 

., - '"• r •.•• 

Republic of :the Congo and Representative 
' . '• . '·· .. , . 

Current•Chairmar;t .. of the OAU; and .. ·.·. 
,;,:.: ,,. 

;; 

of; the People 1 s . 

of ·.H.E. the 
•' 

' 
.}.' H.E~ Dr~ S. Nsanzimana1 Assist~ Secretary.iGen\)ral 

in-charge of Co9rdination and Special Dutieso 

···' 
League ·bf Arab States Delegation · · 

''. 
y •• ' 

-H·,:; i· ·. · ···· ' . ' i .· . . · 

- · H~E~. Dr.:Messaoud ,,Ait· Chalaal1 .. Ambassador, Permanent 

"~;~\lse~tat:i.v~ of, the P~opie is Democratic Republic 

of Algerii and Representative of H.E. the Chairman of 

the Council of the. League of Arab states; and-:·,:· . . . 
. .- ~:):· 

H.E. Mr. Adnan Omram, . Assistant Secretary-Ge~~ral · . . ... ., . 

iri ~.harge of International llolit:i.cal Affairs. · · ..... 

. '.' \::1''_ -_:.. . 
Af,ter reviei·d.ng the difficulties ·encountered, the Committee 

. : ,· 

reaffirmed the comirlitment of the Arab and African sides to the holding Of the 

Afro-Arab Conference of Ministers as a means qf giving new dimensions to the 

..·.\· 

... ) 
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cooperation, strengthening solldarity between~~~-e __ !-!fo. cornmiftu.ties in. th~- face 
of common challenges aiicJ. so as' to prepare the Second Afro-Arab Sumnµ,t..•.- ni. 
this regard1 the OAU Delegation reiterated the right_ of all Member state:s of 
the OAU1 without any exception to participate in the Conference prevent 'any''. 
legal~ political or othe~- obstacl_e from ~eding its holding. n1 that­
connection1 the League of Arab .states Delegation stated that the two d:i~aniza­
tions were each sovereign and that the League of Arab states fully resped,ed 
OAU' s decision on the parl:.ici,IJatioI1 of _all its· m~bers in __ the meeting. 

The Committee then considered the steps taken or to be taken and . ' . . 

• 

the consultations made or to be made to designate a country to host the 
Conference following the withdrawal of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. Having 
noted that Libya had offered t;o, ho~t the Co;u.ere~ce as a_ Member state of t9~---~ 
OAU1 the Committee requested the. OAU General, Secret_a:rj_at to -undertake ' . - .. consultations with a view to finding another OAU member country .to host the· · 
Afro-Arab Conference of Ministers. 

The Committee also underscored. tbe fact tha£ 'th~ t'wo . Gen~ral 
Secretariats would jointly bear t'he expE?J:tS~s. relating -t~ the holdiilg of the 
Conference in conformity 1·r.Lth the: p~ovisions governing meei(ings~·on ·Afro-Arab -
Cooperation and within the scopE! .¢ the· approprlate ·budget, :allocations. Th~t . . : . . . . . . 
would also ·enable the country which would .host.the Conference to lmow its 
commitment. 

..:.• ..• -~~ Furthermore 1 the Commi t:tee considered' the draft agenda of· the First 
Afro-Arab Conference of Miliisters adopted by· :the Eigth Session of the standing 
Commission for Afro-Arab Cooperation held in Damascus from 15 to 17 January, 1986 
and proposed that an item relating to the struggle against the racist regimes. in 
South Africa and occupied Palestine be included. In other words 1 the agenda of 
the Conference would be the following: 



• 

lo Opening Ceremony. 

2o Election of the Bureau an1 the 
Draftilig Committee. 

3. Adoption of _the Draft Agenda. 

4. Organization of Work. 

5. Joint Report on the Activities of "the 
General Secretru."iats of· the Organi·zation 
of African Unity and the League of Arab 
states in the various fields of Afro-Arab 
Cooperation since Wi.rca 1977. 
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' l. 

6. . Report on the means to fight and boycott the 
two racist. regimes ~n South Africa anq occupied 
Palestine. .. · 

Report of the General Secretariat of the Organization 
of ·African Unity and the League of 'Arab St;ates on the 
Activities of the Economi" Financial and Technical 
bodies of .'1fro-Arab Cooperation (in coordination with 
the Arab Bank for F.cortomic Development in Africa (BADEA) 
since Marci, 1977 • . , . . i. 

·'· 

Bo Report of the standing Commission for Afro-Arab · 
Cooperation to the First Session of the Joint Afro-Arab 
Conference of Ministers since March 1977. 

9• Date and Venue of the Second Afro-Arab Summit Conference 
10. Any other Business. 

Lastly, considering the need to keep the Standing Commission 
' . 

informed of the recommendations of the Ad-Hoc Comlilittee and in 

order not to interrupt the activities and the implementation of 
the programmes on Afro-Arab Cooperation, the Committee felt that 
consultations relating to the Organization of the Conference could 

be held alongside the preparations for the Ninth Session of Standing 

Commission for Afro-Arab Cooperation. The Committee recommended 

that the OAU ~eneral Secretariat undertake consultations with 

officials of Burkina Faso, as part of the preparation of the Ninth 

Session of the Standing Commission for Afro-Arab Cooperation, 

in order to select a date in April 1987 for the meeting. In that 
connection the Committee requested the OAU/LAS Secretariats to 

. :' 



i.:{: ''-"'; .. ·-'- ). ~ 

,_.'-;·.". 
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prepare the relevant draf.t agendas· ·aria· working documents •. 

IV, .THE. AFRO ARAB . CUL.TURAL •INSTITUTE 
-· .. . ·., .... ·· 

I,,·· 

The OAU General Secretariat ~as also·involved ih the follow­
up.,of the issue .of the Afro-Arab··Cultural Institute. It should 
be noted that during their last meeting in June.1986,'the experts 
of the three related organizations, the OAU, the·League of.Arab . l . . . 

. ·. States and ALECSO agreed. to meet again OJ'!, 23 .and 24 October, 1986 
··to review canq;t8,~.tures submitted for hosting -the Headquarters '• -.. .~ . . ,:," ~;::'":. _:-i:f• ' I , , _ • • ' • " ' • and" f,()r ,the'.-p6st of Assistant Director Gen€1ral .. of the Afro-Arab . .. . .... . . .. . .. 

Cultural Inst·:ttµte· and make concrete P..roppsa·ls to the Chief . ; : : . : ' . . . . -· 
Exectiti ves of the three organizations. o.f .t;he pdrctical measures 
for launching. the Institute in· Januar~<19$7. :: 'However, the 
Secretariats involved have not receiv<;!'<{ any new candidatures· apart 
from Uganda (Kampala) and Mali (Timbuctu).f()r the African party 
which l1ave already proposed to host the Headquarters. Through 
mutual agreement they deqided to p~stpqne the meeting until enough 
candidatures have been received from ~ember Sta.tes. 

. \ -~ .. " 
·-·;: 
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