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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
ON AFRO-ARAB COOPERATION

I. INTRODUCTION

During its Forty-fourth Ordinary Session held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopila,
from 21.to 26 July 1986, the Council of Ministers of the 0AU adopted Resolution
CM/Res.1068 (XLIV) which .among others, :

"], Congratulates the Secretaries—Gemeral of the OAU and the League of
Arab States on_ the efforts made to convenue the meeting of the Ad Hoc
Committee requested to prepare the first. session of the 301nt Afro—

‘Arab Ministerial Conference. H e e s .

2, Supports the proposal by the: two Secretaries—General of ‘the-0AU and.

the League of  Arab ‘States; to maintain the ég_ggg Committee as. o

'--originally constituted, namely, Senegal, Bahrain, the Libyan Arab.. . -, |

. Jamahiriya - and the two Secretaries-General of theﬂOAU and the League-
of Arab States." -

II. PREPARATION OE THE MEETING OF THE AD HOC GOMMITTEE

The Secretary—General continued his efrorts relatingto ‘the implementation

Tt -

of the relevant Resolutions of the Council and ‘the programme of activities aiready

approved by the joint 0AU/League of Arab States institutions. The two Secretaries
General OAU/League of Arab Stztes held. consultations along31de the Summit meeting
of the, Movement of Non—Aligned Countries held. 1n Harare, Zimbabwe, in-early
September 1986. On that ‘occasion- they recommended that "the neceSSary gteps-.

should be taken to convene the' Meeting. of the Ad ﬁoc Committee in Tunis,-Tunisia,
in November 1986. T e . IR R R

Soon afterwardsD the OAU General Secretariat received a note verbale dated
18 September 1986 from the People’s Bureau of the Socialist People s Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya in which the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya informed the Secretariat of its
inability to host the first Afro-Arab Ministerial Conference s

L
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A copy of the note was transmitted to all QAU Member States by note
verbale dated 29 September 1985, The SecretarymGeneral by the same token
requested "Member States of theIOAU interested to submit at thelr esariiest
convenience their candidatures to host the Afro-Arab Ministerial Conference on

a date to be fixed after consultations with all the parties concerned®,

At the time of writing this report no State had indicated its interest
in hosting the meeting.

Meanwhile; the two Secretaries-General have continued their efforts to
convene a Ministerial Ad Hoc Committee in Tunis and even scheduled the meeting
for November 6th, 1986. This led the OAU Secretariat to. extend:an invitation
to H.E. the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Senegal to participate in the meeting.

However, a few days before the scheduled neeting,:thé*OAﬁ‘ﬁecretariat was
informed that "Bahrain regretted that it could not carry out the responsibility
of representing the Arab,party for objective reasons which made it impossible. for. .
this State to ensure follow~up and discharge the'dutiesfensuing from such-
responsibility on account of”the Iimited numbor"ofjité”diplbmatio ostaff and tho
mobilization of the staff and diplomatic structure for the fdlow-up of the

developments in’ the Gulf Region.

By the eame token, the Government of Bahrain requested that another Arab
State assume the responsibility incumbent on thé Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee.
It also expressed the will to participate actively in activities relating to

Afro-Arab cooperation.::-

It was in the light of this development ‘that the League of Arab States
proposed that Bahrain be replaced by Algeria in its capacity as Current, Chairman

of the Council of Ministers aof the League.

In view of these develoPments, the OAU Secretariat requested a postponment
of the Ad Hoc meeting to allow for adequate consultations befere the meeting is

convened.

| ° ERLN I 5

Given that the arrangement between the two Secretariats to maintain the
original xembership.of the; Committeelin order to ensure,follow~up and continuity
of its activities was no longer tenable because of the withdrawal of Rahrain,

and pursuant te-“the spirit of the recommendation of theEighth SessiOn ‘of the

T
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Standing Comm::’c.tee (Damascus — 15-t6 17 January, 1986) relat:l.ng to’ the Current
Chairman of the two Orgam.zat:l.ons, the OAU General Secretanat :.ni‘ormed Senegal
about the changes proposed” by the League of Arab Sbates and requested

His Excellency, the Minister of Forelgn Ai‘i‘e:u.rs of . the People's Republ:Lc oi‘

E the Congo to part:l.cn.pate S 178 the Meetlng of 'bhe Ad—-Hoc Comm.ttee as repreeen-
tatn.ve of the- Current Cha::.rman oi‘ the QAU and the Afr:l.can partye

i
s\'

.

III;" . MEETING OF THE ‘AT AD—HOG COMMITTEE

i The; Ad—Hoc f:r_nally met” on 12 January, 1987 in.Tunis at the ‘Head—
quarters of the. League of Arab Sbates with the follomng personaln.t:.es '
part.lca.patmg . .

OAU Delegation - L

- H.E. Mr. BenJamln Boun.koulou, -Ambassador of; the People‘s
S Republ:l.c of the Congo and Representatlve of ‘HeEs the
" Current’ Ghalrman of the OAU; and N

T
[

- H.E. Dr. S. Nsanzimana, Assn.stant Secretary—GeneraJ_ _ A
i m—charge of Cogrd:.nat:;._on and - Spec:u.al Dlltq.eso —

LY

League "‘of Arab States ' ]je'le;qafion

- H.E. Dr. Messaoud A:Lt Ghalaal, Ambassador, Permanerrt
'zleepreSentatlve of the People's Democratic Republic e
of Algerid and Representative of HeE. the Chairman of g
the’l Council of the Leagﬁe of Arab Sbé{‘,és;ﬂ and -« ¥ e T
Ca .

— HeE. Mr. Adnan Ornram, Ass:.stant Secretary—General -
in- charge of Internatlonal Eolltlcal Affairse .

Ai:ter‘ reviez-:ing the difficulties encountered, the Cemmit'tee
reaffirmed the cofmitment of the Arab and African sides to the holding of the
- Afro~Arab Conference of Ministers as a means of giving new dimensions to the
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cooperat:.on strengbhen:t.ng sol:.dar:.ty bet.ween the two. co:mqnmties :Ln the face
of " common chaJ_'Lenges and so as' to prepare the Second Ai‘ro—Areb Stmnﬁ.‘b-
this regard the QAU Delegatlon reiterated the r:Lght of all Member Sbates of .
the OAU, without any except:.on to partlc:l.pate in the Conference preverrt any

legal, political or other: obs‘bacle from :meed:.ng its holding. In that
connection, the League of Arab States Delegation stated that the two' OrBiiiza—

tions were each sovereign and that the League of Arab States fu.'L'Ly respected
OAU's decision on the part:.c:lpatlon of. all its members in. the meéeting.

_ The Corrun"i'b'bee ‘then considered the steps taken or to be baken and
the consultations made or to be made to des:Lgnate a country to host the
Conference following the m.thdrawal of the Ia.byan Arsh Jamah:.nya. Having
noted that Libya had offered to- 1ost the Conference as a. Member State of the .
OAU, the Committee requested the. QAU General Secretanat to-undertake
consultat:.ons with a view to finding another OAU member country.to host the* ¢
Afro=Arab Coni‘erenc:e of M:Lm.sters. \

The Committee also underscored the fact that the two General
Secretariats would Jo:LntJy bear the expenses relating’ £o the hold.'l.ng of the
Conference in con.f‘omlty with the prov::.s:.ons goverm.ng mee’q,lngs on Afro—Arab
Cooperation and within the scope.. of the appropr:.ate budget allocations, That.
would also enable the cmmtry which would host, the Con.ference to know its
commitment. ' :

L

Furthermore: the Committee considered the dreft agenda of the First
Afro-Arab Conference of Mdnlsters adopted: by the Ehgth Session of the Standing
Commission for Afro—Arab Gooperatlon held in Damascus from 15 to 17 January, 1986
and proposed that an item relating to the struggle against the racist regimes in
South Africa and occupied Palestine be includeds In other words, the agenda of
the Conference would be the following:
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l. Opening Ceremony. o - 1}:\\0 F?\E!?IFV?;A&’ 04#
2e Election of the Bureau ard the . Ny
. Drafting Committee.
3 Adoption of the Draft Agenda.
Le Organization of MWorke ,
5e Joint Report on the Activities of ‘the

General Secretariats of the Organization

of African Unity and the League of Arab
States in the various fields of Afro—Arab
Cooperation since March 1977.

: . ¥ DE LUN
be Report on the means to fight and boycott the
two racist regimes in South Africa and occupied
_ Palestlne. '
Ve Report of the Ceneral Secretariat of the Organlzatlon *

of African Unity and the League of ‘irab States on the
Activities of the Economie¢ Financial and Technical
bodies of Afro~Arab Cooperation (in coordination with
the Arab Bank for Ecoriomic Development in Africa (BADEA)
since March 1977, . . .. o

8 Report of ths Standing Gomm1551on for Afro-irvab - -+ SR
Cooperation to the First Session of the Joint Afro-Arsb
Conference of Ministers since March 1977.

Qe Date and Verme of the Second Afro-irab Summit Conference
10, Any Other Businesse.

Lastly, considering the need to keep the Standing Commission
informed of tne recommendations of the Ad-Hoc Committee and in
order not to interrupt the activities and the implementation of
the programmes on Afro—-Arab Cooperation, the Committee felt that
consultations relating to the Organization of the Conflerence could
be held alongside the preparations for the Ninth Session of Standing
Commission for Afro-Arab Cooperation. The Committee recommended
that the OAU General Secretariat undertake consultations with
officials of Burkina Faso, as part of the preparation of the Ninth
Sesslon of the Standing Commission for Afro—Arab Cooperation,
in order to select a date in April 1987 for the meeting. In that
connection the Committee requested the QAU/LAS Secretariats to
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prepare the relevant draﬂt'agendasfaﬁd'working'documents.h

IV, _THE_AFRO ARAB;CULTURALilNSTITUTE

T

\“
LA

The OAU General Secretarlat was also involved in the follow-

up of the issue .0f the Afro-Arab- Cultural Institute. It should
be noted that during their last meeting in June 1986 "the experts
of the three related organlzatlons, the OAU, the ‘League of  Arab
' States and ALECSO agreed to meet again om, 23 and 24 October, 1986

“to review candidatures submitted for hosting -the Headquarters
and for the post of A531stant Dlrector General of the Afro-Arab
Cultural Instltute and make concrete proposals to the Chief .
Executlves of the three organlzations of Lhe practlcal measures
for launching:.the Institute in. January 1987 However the
Secretariats involved have not recelved any new .candldatures: apart
from Uganda (Kampala) and Mali (Tlmbuctu) for the African party
which have already proposed to host the Headquarters. Through
mutual agreement they decided to postpone the meeting until enough
candidatures have been recelved from Member States. '
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