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_REPORT_ OF THE SECRETARY~!! 

91'I_.1'1§ PALESTINIAN QillSTION 

CM/1419 (XLV) 

• 'i ~ . 

1. . ~ollo)'ling. the consid~~at;ion; ;f· tl1e Rap6rt .. of the Secretary-Gene;~l on 
- ~· . . . . ..... c.-:- ··'' . · . .-:· /r .· 

the- Palei;;~jjr;iian Question as coi;it~i;ied ;in Doc-GneI1~ CM/1389 fXLIV), the Council. of 

Minister,~iu,of ;t~ -_i.Jrg?Ilization of A,fric::in Unit.JI: rreetingdn its Forty-Fourth Ordinary 

Session .. ;ti;i Addis Ababa fro)ll 21 to 26 JuJ.i ,·\906, ackipt~d Resolution CM/Res .1061 

(;a.rv) in which it ,.strongly conde.~ _I~_raeli practices~ .. called for'~ quick and 
lasting solution to the Palestinian Question and asked tii~'·secretary~neral to 

follow deveJ,op_i;nr_nts relating to the said Question and report to the next Sessi.dn 
·t. ..··' 

of the eoun,c::µ. •. 
. '•· ' ., 

,-.,· 

2. . It shquld perhaps be stated at this .point that tl:is question which is 

somehow at the h~ai.t of the Middle East pr;;blem is still withou~ a s-~~ution. The 
' . : . _,J.~ ::. . . . . • . . . - ... '·'. . . . . 

period under review was characterized by .resurgence of violence lrithout ,the fain-

test glimmer of: '~ope fo~ settlfug' this problem. : · '· . 
. ' - • • • .• ,, ·' ·'· : 1 ~- •• :~-·:;' _.. ' . ; • '. •• • 

. . ~-:··.. . . i ·- ,. 

.In Lebanon, .{;he camp wars ·tetwee·n ·Amal qhiites and Palesti..id!l;iesbroke 
-. l ;_,_,,,. ' .:·. , ' ' " • • ' -. •• ,• 1 jP , : •, , , • " 

out again ,.to t4e gl;'eat satisfaction of Israe: . .!. ·;·1hose air force has been pciunding· 
, .. ' ._, • -· ·I· .• ,. ,"r; [ ; : . . . '·., -:- ·_! , ·• 

3 •. 

Palestinian,camm;.~\·lith bombs, ,,_T~.death toll. is high, kidnappings frequent occu-

rances and ~te~laJ,,damage hea~~- During this t~ 1 ·the Israeli army continued with 
····'- ·) . , . . ,T;~.:, : • ·, : ":··'. ' 

unmitigated repression .and all kinds of demands on the populations iri't.he""cfci::\ipied. ·· 
.• • . .1 -·!-"'" . ; ' ,, . . • . ' •, !.. 

territories. 'l'he ··ll.eport published by Amnesty .rnteriiation'tl in September';. i986, ·is··: 

enough:_;p,:roof'. .. '.!'he glaring case of Adnan Mansour (}hanern, i;rrested after. having . 
. ·• I_• ·• " J_"; •. 1 • . • , 

been liberate,d,_irl .. an exchange of prisoners, caU[;i}t. '\;he attention of the humanitarian 
• ' - '~. • • ~ < ' • • • • .: • • • ' • : ':: 1 • .. ' •• • • •• •• • 

organization, He has sut!fered and is still suffering all kinds of torti.!re •. · ,, 
. • : .. • . J.. ·' ."' 1.. - - •• : .. :: ·-··.; • • \ ~:. ' ... 

·.· . . 
4. Repression ,in the occupied territories did not spare the dead. ·The 

forces of occupation continued to .vi;late and,de~ecr~te lt:;e Maaman ~lla cerret~ry. 
Searches .. \:ontin~d .durir)g. the mopth qf :NoVJ3mber 1 1986, in the Muslim 

-- .•. •, . '- . .... ., . •... .. . .. ,_ - : ; .... _: .. ~ . ; - . . ·. · .. ' . . 
cemetecy of .. 

' ' . 

Al Oc:>_ds •.. , .· ,, ·",. ,, -'· 
' ~:--·. • • •'1 • :~. • • '! • ' 

.. ' .. ".:· ' ' .. . ~ -~.. . 
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... ; .. 
\ .::·.' : 

5. These :·~tressive rreaaures were extended to the Uiriversities in the 

occupied territories. Bethlehem uiJi\k'.t~ity ·~1as closed foc· tW.o tieei:s and .the Stu+­

dents subjected to all kinds of demands·~: · Follouing the serious incidents which · 
• - • I 

occurred between the Israeli ar!J\V and students of Birzaik University in the Hest .. . ·'·- ·~ 

Bank, soldiers opened ,.fire on students protesting against the setting .up .of barri-: 
,.; -··· 

cades around the 1Uniwrsi.ty premise·s and· the 'institution of control. . • ./. 
··~ : ;· • , ~.t.• I • .. \. . ... ... ·-

"" .'···· . .·. . :ii'•J..•'•i'\ 

6, All these acts ·of· harraserrent continued· ev:en .though=' the Chc.:1.±man of· · ···· ··-
~~-·•<'I.~}·.,,_..._... -· .. '.. . . . 

Palestine.'Liberaticin O:r;Ganizat':lori (PW) tocik·a mil"jor .a.pd,.-.ct!;lcisive' step -t6w;rrds the 
r . · · . .._,i: ... !...l· 1.~ ~ ; . 

negotiating table. In dced1 Mr Ar.afat declaretf'to tl)e Heads•.of· State· and Govern-
. . . . ;/ ~-~:.. -', ' , . . 

ment of. tP.e ·Movement of. Uon-Aligned· Countries meeting in Harare, Zimbabwe 1 in 

September, .·1986,· that he accepted Resolution 242 of. the UN Security eo~<;;i.J;~. He 1 

however 1 . premised his· acceptance 1 which seems normal 1 on an overall s'ettlerrent •of·' · ·· 
\ \ I ,·"I' 

the Israeli Arab conflict under the auspices of an international Cor.isrence which''. 

will take into' c~nsidera:tion all the UN Resolutions· i.e1a.,~ing to the· Palest~an 
. . . ' ~.!.•' 

Question -and, ·above. all 1 those i'lhic·~ re.cognize the nat;i,.onal rights of the Palesti­

nian People 1 • tneif' r:i.gh.t to self~eterminat.ion1 an independent state I etc• This 

declaration coinplerrented that of Cairo (October, 1985) :in.: which the PLO Chairman 
. - . 

made a ;Q.ommitment to limit armed operations to the occupiecL territories and to 

.Israel, following 'the coinmandeering of the Italian cruise l;i.ner.-·Achille Lauro • 
.. . :::-· 

... , ... ··.··' . l 

7. · Thu's : 'the · i•eairo D.ec1ariltinn11 and t-1hat"' cii.h.:~~ termed the ·"Harare ·: .. ~9la-
••• ' ,, '. . c' . '. '. : • •. . . r .. :" ' - ' . .,, . 

ration" are .sorre· of the facts·.which should be takeri'into consideration in the·"·····. · 
.• ·. j ••. _ •. ):.. • •• ': •• • . - ,,,[.;~: • . · ·\ 

search for a solution to the. Palest:uuan Problem especially in preparing an.;inter-

national peace conference on the'Middle East·to involve nil .tile.parties to ~J;ie· .. 
conflivt- and the· fiw Permanent ·Me'mbers of the· Security Council • 

... • .. 

8. ;i;srael and "it's allies should understand this and sJ;iow proof of goo~,: ... o: • 

faith for the organization. of th.is internatior:wJ- conp:irence •.. ,The favourable.Pstand. 
. . '' . : 

adopted by· the Israeli Prfme Minister at the .. end of the Alexandria Summit in Egypt 

in September, 1986 1 sufficiently binds Israel. ·, .. ·' 

.... , ..... 

'·' 

···"' ·'·· 
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9. However, in spite of the efforts made to find a solution to the Pales-

tinian Question, which it cannot be over-emphasized, is at the hJart of the Middle 

East conflict, Israel persisted in its policy of aggression, repression and esta­

blishment of new settlerrents in the occupied territories. The alarm raised by the 

UN Secretary-General at the Forty-First Ordinary Session of the General Assembly is 

particularly significant in this respect and should alert the International Commu­

nity to take effective and urgent measures to assist Palestinians regain their 

usurped £ights • 

10. The Organization of African Unity 1·1hich supports the just cause of the 

Palestinian People in their struggle to regain their inalienable rights to self­

determination and inder:endence issued a press release on 29 November, 19861 reite­

rating its position on the question, on the occasion of the Day for International 

Solidarity wit;.· tie Palestinian People. 

11. The General Secretariat wi:TI. continue to follow developments on the 

Palestinian Question and Hill report to the nex:t Session of the Council of Ministers. 
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