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EEPORT, OF THE SECRETARY-GENZRAL

ON THE PAIZSTINIAN QUISTION

1. . Follow1ng tne con51deratlon of the Report of the Secretary—General on
the Palestrnlan Question as contalned in Docunert CM/1389 [XLIV), the Counc1l of
Ministerg,of the Organlzatlon of Afrlcan Unlty neetlng 1n its Forty-Fourth Ordlnary
Session.in Addis Ababa from 21 to. 26 July, 1986 adopted Resolution CM/Bes 1061
(CLIV) in which it strongly condenned Israell practlces,‘called for ‘a quick and
lasting solution to the Palestinian Questlon and asked the' Secretary—General to
follow developments relating to the said Questlon and report to the next Session

of the Coungil.. -

2. - It should perhaps be stated at this p01nt that thls questlon Wthh is
somehow at, the heart of the Mlddle East problem is stlll without a solutlon. The
perlbd under revlew was, characterlzed by resurgence of v1olence without the fain-

1,

test,glrmmer“ofnbepe fqr sett;;qg:tbls problem.

PP . . .
- W . R

3.. ﬂﬁi- In Lebanon, the caeg wars between Amal Shlltes and Palestiniémesbroke
out again to the éreeu satlsfectron of Israe £ ahose alr force has been poundlng
Palestinian, camps.with bombs, \The death toll is hlgh, kldnapplngs frequent occu-
rances and material damage heavy. Durlng this tlme, the Israe11 army continued w1th
unmitigated repressmon and all kinds of demands on the populatlons in the occupled
territories. The. REPOTU publlshed by Amnesty International in September, 1986 i
enough: proof. . The glaring case of Adnan Mansour Ghanem, arrested after having

been liberated, in. an exchange of prlsoners, cauuht the attentlon of the humanltarlan

organ;zatdqg. Be has suffered and is stlll sufferlng all klnds of torture.

L ' Repre551on 1n.the occupled terrltorles dld not spare the dead. - The
forces of occupation continued to v1olate and desecrate the Maaman Alla cemetery.
Searches. gontinued during the month of November, 1986, in the Muslim cemetery of.
- ogds,_q_k‘ o 2 ”“ ,n; L-l :r: .T‘Jr:. .;ilf' .
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5e These Teérressive measures were exuended to the Uhlver51t1es in the

£y 'v

occupied territories. Bethlehem' Unlver51ty was closed far L%o-weeks and the Stus--

dents subjected to all linds of demands. :FOllOWlng the serious incidents which
occurred between the Israeli arﬁy and students of Birzaik University in the Uest
Bank, soldiers opened fire on students protesting agalnst the settlng up.of barrl—

i1

cades around the;Uhlver51ty premises and- the _nstltutlon of control. ';.’

~ A bt R T ¢

. s . s 4 \- -" . : ,“" -:‘
6. - A1l these ‘acts-of harrasément contlnued even thotgh-"the Chairman of

4

Palestlne Tiberation Organization (PLO) took:a magor and dec131ve step towards the

negotlatlng table. In doed; Mr Arafat declared to the Heads “of* State and .Govern-
ment of the: Movement of Non—Allgned Countries meetlng in Harare, Zimbabwe, in
September, .1986, that he accepted Resolution 242 of the UN Security Counc;l. He,

however,, premlsed his’ acceptance, which seems normal, on an overall settlenant of T

the TIsraeli Arab conflict under the au5p1ces of ah 1nternat10nal Conference Whlché“n

Ulll take into’ con51derat10n all the UN Resolutions relatlng to the Ealestlnlan
Question -and, above all, ‘those whlch recognlze the nat10na1 rights of the Pdlesti-
nian People, -their rﬁght to self—determlnatlon, an independent state, etc. This
declaration complemented that of Cairo (October, 1985) in which the PLO Chairman
made a '@onmitmenf to 1limit armed operations to the Bccopied:territories and to
Israel, following‘tne cbmmandeering'of the Ttalian craise liner-Achille Tauro.

Teo: Thus, “Ehe "Calro Declaratlon" and whit' cah’ be termed: the- “Harare (gela—
ratlon" aré -some of the racts Whlch should be taken’ into consideration in theu
search for a solutlon uO the Palestlnlan Problem esPeclally in preparing an “Anter—
national peace conference on the Middle East -to 1nvolve all_the_partles to qpe

conflivt’ and the“five Permanent Menbers of‘the-Seeurify Council. -

8. Israel and “its allles should understand thls and show proof of good

faith for the organlzatlon of this international conference. . The favourableistand.

adopted by "the Israe11 Prime Minister at the. end of the Alexandrla Summit in Egypt
in September, 1986, sufficiently binds Israel. e

L
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P Hovever, in spite of the efforts made to find a solution to the Pales—
tinian Question, which it cannot be over-emphasized, is at the hrart of the Middle
East conflict, Israel persisted in its policy of aggression, repression and esta-
blishment of new settlements in the occupied territories. The alarm raised by the
UN Secretary-General at the Forty-First Ordinary Session of the General Assembly is
particularly significant in this respect and should alert the International Commu~—
nity to take effective and urgent measures to assist Palestinians regain their

usﬁrped;;ights.

10. . The Organization of African Unity which supports the just cause of the
Palestinian People in their struggle to regain their inalienable rights to self-
determination and independence issued a press release on 29 November, 1986, reite—
rating its position 6n.the question, on the occasion of the Day for International

Solidarity wit:.' tie Palestinian People.

11. The General Secretariat will comtinue to follow developments on the
Palestinian Question and will report to the next Session of the Council of Ministers.
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