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REPORT OF TflF. SF.CRETARY-GENERAL ON 

THE QUESTION OF PAT~ESTINE 

The Council of IH.nistel-1·' of the ·organizatj on o~ J\.frican Unity r 

meeting in its Forty-ninth Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, considered 

the report of the Secretary-General on the Question of Palestine as 

contained in Oocllment CP1/l528'
0

(XLIX) and adopted Resolution CM/1183 

(XLIX} on the issue. 

2. The Council, in its resolution reiterated its support for the ·,. 
in.e lien.~ble rights of the Pal'-?sti nian people 'to retur"l to their ho"'leland 

ana t>~.onertics, ro sel f-~etct"J'l'\ination wi thou·L any outside interference 

and to the estaJ:.l:Lshnent of their independent sove:reign State on their 

homeland Nith Jerusale~" as its capital. 'rhe Council called specifit::ally 

on the U~ Jecurity Coun~il to ~take all the necessary ~~asures to put 

an end to Israeli orcupation of the Palentinian territories ane e~tend 

tl•e international protection, through m1 ~achirtery, to the Prlestinians 

as well as placing the occupied ter~itory un<le~ the supervision of the 

Un5ted Nations for a set period as part. of the peace process". The 

t"'ouncil aecla red its full support for. t'1e P:ilf>stinian National Council • s 

pr9clamation of th~ independent Pzlestird. .. '1n State as well as for the 

efforts being deployec' by +:.he internatj 6n·"ll r:ornmuni ty in com1ening an 

international conference for peace in the n5.ddle Bast 'Tith t:he full 

part5.ci pation o .i.· the Permanent r.tenbers of 1-he u;-.1 Security Council~ the 

parties co"lcerned, nGluding the PI,O the ~ole lef"i tim?.te represent-dtive 

of the Palestinian people. 

3o The Council, fu,.ther, crilled on the OAU Secretary ~eneral to 

follm1 up on develorments in the Paler-tiniali Question an., s ibmi t ~ 

report on the~ to f t s ~allowing session. 

This rerortr tl"lerefore, highlights development:s ~hat ha<J come 

to pass wi t.'t°' regard to th'• question r clurin<J the period unde r: review . 
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5. During the period, one notes tha: Israel had csc~~at.ed its 

acts of terrorism and har. :cassmerH!. nqa i. nst the Palestinian ·populace in . . 
the occupied territories . 

G. The United Nations General Assenbly passed a resolution last 
A.pril expressing its qra'v·e con~ern and al.~rrn at "the deteriorating 

situation i n the Palestinian territory occupied bv.Israel s ince 1967". 

The resolution requeste~ t he Security Coun0il ~to con~iaer ttith ucgenoy 

.. 

measures to oroviae j nter~atio~~ l ~rot~ction to the Palestinian 

civj l i ans in the Pale~tinian territory~. ~he resolution 1 1as p~rti~ularly 

condel"IJ'1<ltory of: t:he ti~e of n:i.li ta.r.y force, in tl'\e occupied terri tori~~, 
aqainst the civilians . 

7. •rne United nations Comni ssion on ·:uman Rights# in a resolut;.on 

e ntitled "Question of· ' riolation s of human :rights in occupieCI Palestine ': 

i. t had au opted at 5. ts Tnenty-seventh meeti >J g in Febrncry 1989, aff irned 

that ~ 

"- t~c svstem~t~c and persisten~ policy parctise1 by 

t~ e Is.cael i o;.;cupation ;;uthorites ;md ref leered in 

the killinq of Palestinians, inclurJ i nq ch ildrPn; 

the 'breal:::i nq of bone<> of youths , causing tl"ien 
grievou::; and peornan.ont bodily h;;rm: 

~ t ·,e sub je··-t.:ion of ·1- ot<Tns, villaacs 3f!I'., <"'lm)s t:o livinq 

condi t;~ns intendeo t o de ~t roy then through the ~nposition 
of curfews and ~ilitary sicqes; 

the t 1::-0·vrin'T of bo!'lhs into houses, "'losques an11 rosnit~ J.s 

requltin~ Jn the death of mrny Palestinians by the 
suffocaU oi. al"ld 

the savage bea-t; ngs ant! na 1 t ):eci tner't of pregrant women 
cauqing them to abort'. 
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ronstitutea serious violations of the principles of inter­
nationa 1 laws r hUI'l".n rights and f undarnental freed oms • . ' 

D. The above-cited instan~~s of violerce ~gainst the Palestinian 

civil irin populat~on "':ly the Israeli a:r.rned forces and Governrnent au .:ho­

rized and armed vi<Tilante settler qrour>s haa particularly increased . 

since the ponular uprJ..sing ( ti°'e lntif a ~ha) o"'° t:.h"" .Palestird an people 

against OC'cunation in the \Jest Bank -'lnd the Caza Strip. 

'T'he uprising 7 t1hi~h continue!;; to i< r-au vorld-wide attentiof' ar..:i 

s~'mpathetic coverage~ shows no sign of aoci·' inq, m•der .it .... uni !:ied 

leadP:t'ship deso:i. te the Is·raeli Gov~rn·1ent 1 s a ·~r.tconian measures of 

r.urder, torture, aclministrative and colliective (l~ten-tions, clocure of 

educational and cultur~i institutions , a~d forceful f eportations. Thr 

n~risjng had singularly su~ceeded in putting the Palestinian question 

in the forefront of world ~oncern. 

10 . In sryite ot all these provocations and intransigence by the 

Tsracli autbori ti es, the PLn Lea~er.Jt. i.p had showed co-nriend~ble 

~tate~~anrhip in acceptinq• 

UH Se~urity Coun<.:il Resolution 242 (191i7) that had 

sd pul a tec1 the .. ,.,i thdrawal of Israeli ariner1 forces 

fr~m territories occupied ••• " and t~~ re~ornitio~ 

of the ~overeiqnty , terr.l tori~l inte9ri~v an~ 

political jnoependence of every sttte in t~e area 

and t•1eir rioht. to live in pe•~- t·•ith ~ecure ;lJ"C"" 

recoq . d b 1 . d nise ou~<nr.ies : an 

UN Sec:ur ry CounC"jl Resolution 338 (1973) t ha ' called 

on all parties t o the ~onf lict to in~ediately 

:implement. " in all i.tF part~" f'.esolu tion 2l12 . 
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11 . l.Ji th the e"{plici t r eco<Jni t.Lo_n of Israel 1 s r ight t o exist , t li\! 

Palestine National Co•1n .... i 1 had acceptccl a nnli t:i cal programme basecl 

on two states - Arab a na Jewish, in accordance with the UN GP-neral 

A~~enbly .fartitior Plan ( Resolution 1°1-(II)). Presi dPnt Yasser Arafat 

had further d~clared, during his offici~l visit to France that the 

PLO ' s charte.1:. cnllinq f er the 11 el:i111ination of the' Zionist presence'' 

in Palest inc was ob~t1lete. These positions won t he Palestiriian ·:a use 

a lot of ·:rood ui 11 th.r.ou9hout the workl. 

ii. However, t srael . in~t~ad of responQing creatjvP.ly to the 

Palesti nian ~iplalatic noves nnd peace overtures, persists in it ~ 

labellinq of the PLO ~s an unaccept~ble partn~r · in anv negotiations 

on peace in the i'Aidd lc ~:ast i" nd denounces ti .c_ pronouncer.lents ·of the 

PLO as "elegant sophistry" or 11 outright ly1nq" 1n i t ::; r"etermina t ion 

not to give bp an1 territory 'n ~eturn for peace, . srael see~s vainly 

to find an alternative J\lon-P:r,o Palpsi-ird.ur leaetershiP in t he occupie(J 

territories t~at -.,oul.- endorse j_ ts elet:::!tio 1 !1lans for "" vague forM of 

autonomy i n the territories. 

13. Thn PL•.J reje-;t~ tlte IsraPli Goverm.1ent election ~lans as an 

::itte1'1pt to ignore P- 1 ~(':tini.a rights ancl r i t"cur11vent U' J re3olutions 

nn tl1e wi thr1-awal of a l l I sr·ael i. troop" f rom the occupied territories . 

It. opposes the i den of autoPomy, maitl taininq that Palestinians have ~ 

r, 9h.: to detern1L.1~ t~ei r own future anc" no .... nerely ac.lMi ni ster l and 

controlled hy Lc:;rael . The PLO insi stf' o n the wi thdraw~l of th ~ 

occupnt ,..,n f<"rces anc« the i ns ti tu'li on of - ui-.l-Moni tored t ransi t-ional 

t)e rio ·-1 in t:l~e r.>c:lest inian +-erri t ory ~.>ef o :re cl~ctions could '1e orq.inised. 

14 The United S 3.tes Adrnj n1strati.on' f' nosi tion of open and un-

eruivocal support: ~~ or Israel t obdur<tc'' becarri~ untenrtbl e .... fter the PIO 

t '""'1 comoliea Ii th j '"-s pr.econcl i t ions. 'l'h~ U3 l\rJnini strat1on, however , 

1·ill conti.nues to boJ ster I sraPli '"'.'O \ \- ; 0ns , 1hPre i t perceivef: 

med t and Phen it r.oncei vably coul~ . 

., 
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15. Yet, in a refreshing departure from normal Adl""\ini strati.on 

poli~y, US se~retary of State James Baker, in an address to the 

1\rl\eric~an Is!:ael PubU c .r. . .:t airs CoMmi ttee, a p:ro-Israel i lobbying group 

in thP United qtat~s, callea on Israel to lay asia~ the unrealistic 

vision of a qreater Israel, forswear anne~ation , ston settlel""\ent 

activity, allow schools to ~eopen anr rea~h ou~ to Palcstini~ne ~s 

neighbours , :rho c~ec;erve political ri<tlit e: · • 

lG. Yitzhak Sh~~ir, the Israeli Prime I inister, rejected Baker's 

~eace advice as ~useless~, while ShiMon Pe~ea, the La~our Party 

l eader , denurred that the "!\..'TJerican Se:cretary of Stnte was itti staken 

jn attributing aspirations tor a larqer ~oun+ry to the Pntir e Israeli 

Government". 

17. In anotner development, the Diritish ~ut~·ori ties had r eportedly 

u:-qed Shamir, vho ··a~ v~f'itim·1· London in i!ay, to accept UN !"'!Onitoring 

at his planne~ elections in the occupied territories. 

!.~. Civen Israeli "">olic;es in the reg:ionv one j ." prompted to aslc 

'!hether Israel or :rather its Government really want~ peuce. Ther e is 

a c~7.eable portion of the Israeli populution that wants pence as 

evi dence•1 by a po1 1. c~ :rr.ied by Yedioth i\h"lranoth, an Israeli r.ai ly, 

rhi..,h reporte~l that- 5911. nf. thos·~ conta' e 1 f~voured Rome form of 

tal~ wit~ the PL0. 

19. Giv0n the qrave nituatior in thP occupied Pale~tinian territory, 

it ; s al 1 thP .,'-re inc...um~>ent 1tpc.1 the int ~rnatj onal co'r.'muni ty to re­

~oubJ 0 'i.. ts efforts i , conveninci.fl/.Mc..-.~t'"'rna d on:il n._ r,e conf er.ence, 
0\\ r •• ~IV ~ 

so 1·hat security and ::;tab~.a,4ft;y: w'.ll re'~ Ln the r~qion. 
~~ 

C> 

?. 0. The Gener::i. l 

development~ ~s they 

to monitor eventR and 

-::>f Palesti'le. 
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