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expressed, on behalf of the Members of the African Commission, and 

on her own behalf, her profound gratitude to the Government and 

People of the Republic of The Gambia for once again hosting the 

Ordinary Session of the African Commission and welcomed the 

participants to the 48th Session of the African Commission. The 

Chairperson congratulated Honourable Justice Mrs. Lucy Asuagbor 

on her election as a Member of the African Commission and officially 

welcomed her to the Commission.  

 

10. The Chairperson also welcomed the President of the African Court on 

Human and Peoples’ Rights, Honourable Justice Gerard Niyungeko, 

who was attending the Opening Session of the African Commission for 

the first time. She stated that the presence of Honourable Justice 

Gerard Niyungeko at the African Commission’s Opening Session 

should be seen as a manifestation of the constructive complimentary 

relationship between the African Court and the African Commission. 

 

11. Honourable Reine Alapini Gansou noted that the 48th Ordinary 

Session should be an occasion for the African Commission to reflect on 

the difficult situation many African women find themselves in on the 

continent. Speaking under the theme of Reflecting on the Human Rights 

of Women in Africa, she observed that even though there have been a 

plethora of legislations enacted by some States in the region to protect 

women’s rights, securing women’s rights in Africa remains a challenge. 

 

12. Honourable Commissioner Reine Alapini Gansou stated that 

despite the BEIJING+15 Conference in 2009 that called for an 

evaluation of the rights of women in Africa, 2010 has shown that there 

is an urgent need to take positive steps to improve the human rights of 

women in Africa, particularly on issues such as female genital 

mutilation, forced marriages, sexual and domestic violence and other 
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types of human rights violations that affect the dignity and physical 

integrity of women. The Chairperson stated that at the time when 

democracy in Africa is facing serious challenges, it is imperative for 

NGOs and civil society in collaboration with the African Commission 

to send a clear message of their strong commitment to the rights and 

freedoms guaranteed in the African Charter.  

 

13.  In closing her speech, Commissioner Honourable Reine Alapini 

Gansou stressed the need for States Parties to the African Charter to 

build a culture of human rights observance and to establish strong 

mechanisms to protect human rights in Africa. She ended her speech 

by asking the following question: “Do we want the future generation to 

inherit an intolerable world, an Africa devastated by wars, an Africa 

that refuses to move forward”? 

 

14. Speaking on behalf of the African Union Commission, Her Excellency, 

Mrs Julia Dolly Joiner, Commissioner for Political Affairs at the 

African Union Commission (AUC), assured the African Commission of 

the continued support of the AUC in the discharge of its mandate and 

reiterated that the African Commission is an integral part of the human 

rights dialogue that is taking place right across Africa. Her Excellency 

Mrs Julia Dolly Joiner noted with appreciation the role the African 

Commission has played and continues to play in promoting and 

protecting human rights on the continent. 

 

15. She stated that despite some progress, the overall human rights 

record in Africa remains poor and noted with regret that matters 

such as gender discrimination remain a concern. Her Excellency 

Mrs Commissioner Julia Dolly Joiner stated that issues such as 

the right to development and the rights of women and children 

needed some more focus by Member States. She said that the 
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deteriorating human rights situation in many African countries 

has had a negative impact on the lives of women and children and 

urged Member States to spare no effort to respond progressively 

and decisively to these issues, in particular to repeal laws that 

discriminate against women and girls.  

 

16. Her Excellency, Mrs Julia Dolly Joiner urged the African 

Commission, that whilst responding to the complex demands and 

challenges of the next six months, it must seek ways to ensure that it 

delivers on all elements of its core mandate particularly in ensuring 

that Member States submit their Initial and Periodic States Reports in 

accordance with Article 62 of the African Charter. She stated that even 

though the obligation to submit Reports rests with Member States, the 

African Commission is well placed to explore ways of securing more 

active participation and commitment in this regard.  

 

17. Her Excellency, Mrs Julia Dolly Joiner underscored that while the 

anticipated activities to commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the 

African Charter are important for advocacy and raising the profile of 

the African Commission, these activities should be used by the African 

Commission to reflect on the journey travelled and the challenges that 

lie ahead.  

 

18. The Executive Director of the African Centre for Democracy and 

Human Rights Studies, Mrs Hannah Forster, made a statement on 

behalf of the NGOs present at the 48th Ordinary Session of the African 

Commission and made reference to the NGO Forum which was held 

prior to the 48th Session to discuss the situation of human rights on the 

continent. In reviewing the human rights landscape in Africa for the 

last six months, she noted that Africa still experienced a lot of human 

rights abuses and called on Member States to ensure better protection 
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of human rights in their territories. She expressed the concerns of the 

NGO Forum over homophobic attacks in Burundi, Malawi, Rwanda 

and Uganda, as well as the extrajudicial killings and enforced 

disappearances in a number of countries including the Democratic 

Republic of Congo. 

 

19. Mrs. Forster stated that some States Parties to the African Charter 

have not only enacted harsh laws to suppress free expression and the 

press, but that some of them continue to harass, intimidate, arbitrarily 

detain and even kill human rights defenders. Mrs. Forster also 

highlighted the challenges faced by various vulnerable groups and 

communities in Africa such as migrants, refugees and Internally 

Displaced Persons, the elderly, the disabled and indigenous 

populations. 

 

20.   The Representative of the Network of African National Human Rights 

Institutions and Chairperson of the Uganda Human Rights 

Commission, Mr. Med S. K. Kaggwa, in his statement expressed 

appreciation to the African Commission for its relentless efforts to 

make human rights a reality on the African continent, despite being 

confronted with multiple challenges. Mr. Med S. K. Kaggwa, stated 

that the Sessions of the African Commission provide the Network of 

African National Human Rights Institutions the opportunity to 

exchange information on various human rights challenges and also 

serve as a platform to debate pertinent human rights issues concerning 

the African continent. 

 

21. Mr. Med S. K. Kaggwa noted that the Session was being held at a time 

Africa was facing many challenges ranging from issues relating to 

freedom of expression, the plight of women and children, especially 

those caught in conflict zones and issues of democracy and good 
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governance. He stated that, despite some progress made by some 

African leaders to promote and protect human rights as envisaged in 

the African Charter and other regional human rights instruments, and 

the Constitutive Act of the African Union, human rights violations still 

persist. He underscored, however, that Africans are increasingly 

becoming aware of their rights and demanding such rights from their 

governments.  

 

22. Mr. Med S. K. Kaggwa said that the Network of African National 

Human Rights Institutions is happy to collaborate with Member States 

and the African Union organs, such as the African Commission, the 

African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights (African Court) and 

other regional treaty monitoring bodies and civil society organizations 

to promote and protect the rights of people on the African continent. 

He noted that the Network of African National Human Rights 

Institutions complement the already established African human rights 

institutions, and by the nature of the work they do, are in a good 

position to make a unique contribution to secure human rights in the 

region. 

 

23. Speaking on behalf of the African Court, Honourable Justice Gerard 

Niyungeko, President of the African Court reiterated the sentiments 

expressed by the Chairperson of the African Commission, Honourable 

Commissioner Reine Alapini Gansou in her opening remarks that 

the collaborative relationship between the African Court and the 

African Commission is one that is based on mutual respect for the 

complementary role of both institutions. He added that it is within the 

spirit of that collaborative relationship that the Rules of Procedure of 

both organs have been harmonized. 

  






















