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COUNCIL OF MillIST:bRS 

Ninth Ordinary Session 

Kinshasa - September, 1967 

PHYT0-SJJU'l1.hHY CON~TION F'OR liFRICil 

Resolution CM/Res . ll9(IX) 

The Council of rn.nis tero m.aeting in its N'inth Ordinary 

Session in Kinshasa , Congo, f rom 4 to 10 September 1967 
1 

Haying discussed the proposal to est.::i.blieh a continent al 
Phyto- Sa.nita.ry Convention for lrl'rioa for the protection of the 
health of plants as outlined in document ESCHC/18; 

Noting that the Scientific Council for Africa, which raet 
in its Second Session in .:~dis i"b::i.ba , Ethiopia, from 8 to 12 
April , 1967, recorrunended the acceptance of th~t Convention; 

Nati pg f urther t L.::it t he OAU Cha rter h::l.O r equested for 
coordination, harmonisation and int ensification of actiyities 
in fields such ao this one; 

Conyincea tha.t i f properly applied the Convention would 
ensure that plant d:!. ~f'A.~es which :.N in Africa c G..n be controlled 
and eliminated , e.nd thut new diseases are not introducE:ld i nto 
Afrion, thus helping to increase the econoraic and food returns 
from plants; 

.Decides : 

2 . r.ro invite tho Ad1:1i n i ot rr.>.t:!.vc Secrot c..:cy-Genorci.1 t o 

J.nd cub sequent · .1 •~:. lict~t ion. 



Ph'.f'.Vci--SANITAI\'l' CONVENTION J!'OR ;\Fi1ICA 

lfJ~, -th.e .HerJis of i-U'rican Gtn.te c..nrl Gov0ri1rneu.i; of the 

Organ~,zatior1 of i~f:t•i.ce,::i Ur.Li ty ~· 

CONt1IDJflR1HG .that ,_,_,11 possible s·tei)S should be taken 

(a) to prevmro the j_ntroduction of diseases, if1seot pests, 

::u::.d o·th.er enemies of ple.nts into any pa.rt of ·h.frica: 

(b) to e1·adicato or con'Grol thom in so far as they a.re 

present in the area; and 

(o) ·to prevent their spread to other territories within 

the area; 

CONSI:PEP.ING FURTHER that tho former Comr.iission for Teo.hnioal 

oo-operELtion in Africa has been j.ntegrated into the Org"11iza.tion of 

African Unity (hereinafter referred to ELS "OAU'1 ) o.ncl that the Phyto

sani tary oonvention for ;;fr5.ort South of the Sa.hara, dor1.:i at London 

on July 29, 1954, as rn;;ended in 1961, should be remodelled and ex

pa..'tlded to rrJeet tJ1e r1:iquirfi~ner1ts of tl1c J1f::ricai1 States; 

P.ECOGNISIIW th<>t 'vhe co-opcrdion amongst the African St:i.tes 

in controlling pestr; ar.d Jlisee.scG o:f Plants and Plant products and 

in preventing their introrluotj_on nnd spread. aoro8s national boundaries 

11ould be a vital contribution tNm,rds 'ohe realization of stronger 

solid~ri t,y· a.i11ongst tl1eir peoples; 

ao.:..op<O::'D.tion prnviclec1. for :.r, ·the Int<ll't:!·'·'honc,J. Plant Protection 

Conventio11 sig·ned .-3.,i; Ror.1d 011 JJeccr:1bcr 6th, ~-95i, ar1d the nce\'3. for 

co-ordiJ.1a;~ic-u c~f G.Cti1rities in tJ1ia :field; 

es·i;ablishine;· t1.11 d. si;re:ngtl1c11ing corar,1or1 i.:i.sti tutio:ns; 



\ 

JLWE AGREED AS FOLLO,IS: 

ARTICLE I 

( 1) The Phyto-sani tar-.)'. Convention for Africa South of the 

Sahara done at London on July 29, 1954,. and amended. 

by Protocol ·o.one at London on October ll 1'. 19611 is,' 

and remain abrogated as far as it concerns the African 

Continent. 

(2) The present Convention shall apply to all Member States 
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\ 
\ of the Orga,nization of Africa,n Unity, herein after referred 

'. 
' 

·\. 

\ 

to a.s "?!!eraber Stc.tes". 

' ARTICLE II 

MEASURES OF PROTECTION . 

Each Hember State shall undertake to exercise at least 

such control of plant imports as the OAU shall consider to be 

ne~essary, and shall take ivithin its territory such legislative 

or admj.nistrati ve measures as may be required for this purpose. 

i\RTICLE III 

\ a.;h Member State .shall take such measures of 'quara,ntine 1 

c·q.rtification or inspection, or such other r.ieasures as may be 

considered, necessary by the OAU in respect of r:,;ny living org<:.nisms 1 
I \ ' 

plants, plant ms,terial1 seeds, soil, compost or packing r.1aterial 

(including containere) end a,ny ether .1rticle the importation of 

which has been considered by the OflU to constitute a threat to 

agrlcul ture irl a,ny' part of i.frica. 

/.tm:CLE IV 

Th.ob ~lcr.iber State shall prohibit, for such period of 

time as the 011.U may propose, the importation of any living 

organisms, plants, plant material, seeds, soil, compost or 

packi11g materiel. (iricluding containers)· and any other article 

the importation o•' which the OAU has considered shEJ.ll be rnfused 

ad.ini t-tance into ar~ par· G ~f 1~::-~.o? .... 
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AP.TI CLill V 

Each U~e:mber cltate sl1c..ll take r;,uoh n.ction a.s mey be desirable 

to .. de~l effectively v1itl1 cliseo.ses, insect pests a..'1d o·~t.1.er e!1cr;1ies 

of plants in its turri tory which the Q_;_u consicfors have become 1 or 

az·e like!Jr to becorao, a serious da.n.ger ~1it}1in il.frica. 

i\RTICLE VI 

Nothing in.the foregoing Articles of the present Convention 

·shall prevent any Her.1ber State from importing, under the safeguards 

to be recommended by the OAU, and for pure or applied scientific 

investigations, small quantities of plants, plant material or seeds . 
or any other prohibited material. It is understood, however, thnt 

such importation of prohibited r.1e.terials shall only be made in cases 

of absolute necessity and after &nsuring that the risks involved 

would be ke.pt at the barnst minimum. Tho Membe1' State concerned 

shall, however, inform the O.AU of each imporfo.tion of o·ther_wise 

prohibited pl&"lts, plru:tt matei•ial, seeds, or any o·ther material 

!>1hiol1 is made, and the OJ\U s}uJ.11 oo inforr11 ell o-&l1er r.Jernber States. 

JL"tTICLE VII 

PANEL OF SCH]'l'I'IFIC COHSULT,;NTS 

( 1) •rr.ere shall be esk,blished a Panel of Scientific Consult-

~nto. con1posed of Gpocio.lists in pltJnt l'D .. thology t F:ntor;10-

logy, Nec:Jatology and other related disciplines. 

(2) The panel of Scientific Commltants shall advise ·~he OAU 

'.)11 vo .. rious techl1ioal problc::ms relc.ti11£~ to plbnt 11eal tl1 

ar1d p1"Jtectio11 .. 

' . 
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(3) The i4ember s of the Pe.nel of Scientific Consulto.nts shall 

ba n.p;t)ointed b~,r tl-;.0 Council of Ministers at the recommenda

tion of t he Educational , Scientific, Cultural ~~d Hea lth 

Comrni<.;sion. The Scientific ~ouncil of .t:.frica. sh;;i.11 r.tak'.~ 

propose.ls of pocsi bl e oandid~'.tcs "to tnf.: Educa.tio1::.al , Jcien

tific, C\il t .u.ra.l nml Heal th Cor.ir:1ission. Each l1ember cf the 

Panel shall serve for .::i. period of four years , und. mey be 

r e- appoi nted. 

(4) Cor..sultation sha.ll normally be done 'by r.ta.i l, but when the 

volume of work wa.rre.nts it meeting of the Pn.nel mcy bQ called 

to deal i1 i th tho work. 

ARTICLE VIII 

?OOTIHG ON PHYTO-SA.NI T.ARY lii.tl.'l"l'LHS 

(l) At the request of t he lru.uca.tiona.l , Scientific Cultural nnd 

Health Commir.siorL, or a t the requ<:st of l'.l. llember Sta t e a.nd 

o.fter approval by half of the OAU !for.ibership , a meetinc::; of 

Plant Ex.pert:;; of licmber Gtct es m~ bo called to d.eul wi th . 

phyto-sanitary rnatt8rs . 

(2) The draft o.gcnda. shall be: circulated at tnu t ine that t he 

meeting is ~ounoed. 

(3) '!'he !mlcs of procedure of the .lliucati-on~l , Scientific, 

Cultura l r..nd Health Commission shall bo appli~d during 

such a I,1eetin,;. 

{ 4) If n.t ··J.zy tim€ t· :o-tl".irds of t~lC Membc:i." ~;tc:~os bwe 

renc.1111cetl mo:.::mbor.Jhip of tho O .. i.U 1 the rom<:l.ining xk·nber 

Sti'!'tes sr •. 'l: 1 holcl n. opecia.l meet in.:; t o <l.c cid.e whdher 

or no·!; tb.o ConvLntion sh<:..11 continue to !:lX:i. Gt , rnG. if 

so wt.at ::!dmi intrc.tive , f i nn.:ie;i<:..l '..l'd otL<':r arrru1gm.1e"l.ts 

would govern it3 00ntinu~d exiotenoo. 
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ARTICLE IX 

MISCELLii.NEi'.lUS PROVISIO!~S 
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.The OAU General Secretariat shall service the operation 

of this convention e.nd also shall irapl<::ment duly approved decisions 

of the OAU which ma.v be taken aa a resul-t of tho application and 

opera.tio11 of· 'tl1e C<,11ventio11. 

ARTICLE X 

Any.dispute concerning the intorpretation er application 

of this convention which crumot be rcs.;Jlved by the Educational, 

Scientific, Cultural and Health Commii:;sion £hall be referred to 

the Commission of ]\lediation1 Conciliation and i>rbitration of the 

OAU. 

ARTICLE XI 

The Cc.nv·e~1tion may be amended or revised by the: Educational, 

Bn~e:-~'·ti .. ~'.i0 7 cr~1·~::..r2 .. l i!.U.d lioal tl;.. CotiillliC sion ii1 accordP~Jl00. T,'fi"hh the 

provisions of Article XXXIII of the OAU Charter~. 

IN FAITH oillEREOF 1 !'1E THE lITo;l\.DS OF AFRICiiN STATE !\ND 

cmr:"rn:lHEH•J' HAVE APPEOVED THIS CONVill~TION. 

Done at Kinshas in trie Democratic Republic of Congo on the 13th 

day .of September 1967. 



z.u~:,raER S1.r.A1£E:3 OF ':mE 

ORGAlHZATION OF AFR!CAN UNITY 

Algeria 

Bots wruia 

Burundi 

Cameroun 

Central k"..frioan Republic 

Chad 

Cong·::i (Brazzaville) 

Congo (Kinshas~) 

DJ':ihomey 

Ethiopia 

Gabon 

Gai"';lbia 

Ghana 

Guinea. 

IvorJ Coast 

Ke~fa 

Lesotho 

Liberia 

Libya. 

rfo.la.Wi. 

Mali 

Ma.uri tanio.. 

?for occo 

Ni3'cr 

Ni gerin. 

Rwanda 

Senegal 

~ierra l ·eone 

Somalia 

Sudan 

Tmzn.ni ', 

'.rOf,'O 

Tunis:.u. 

Upper Volta 

Zambia 

13t h ~eptcmber 1967 
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