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PREAMBLE
The Member States of the Organization of African Unity;

RECOGNIZING that severe energy shortages in many African
countries have constrained industrial development efforts for many years
in spite of the enormous conventional energy potential as well as vast
deposits of new and renewable energy resources;

REALIZING the fact that Africa must harness its energy
resources and make them available to meet the energy needs of its
peoples in order to be able to develop and provide an alternative to
deforestation and use of firewood as a primary source of energy;

RECALLING the various Resolutions and Declarations wherein it
had been stipulated that the integrated economic development of the
African continent is an essential condition for the achievement of the
objectives of the Organization of African Unity;

RECALLING FURTHER the Lagos Plan of Action adopted in
1980, the Cairo Agenda for Action adopted in 1995 and the Resolutions
of the First Pan African Energy Ministers’ Conferences adopted in Tunis
in 1995, of the First and Second Regional Conference of African
Ministers Responsible for the Development and Utilization of Mineral
and Energy Resources held in Accra in 1995 and Durban in 1997, which,
inter alia, advocate the need for accelerated socio-economic development
in Africa, including the sustainable development and exploitation of
energy resources, respectively;

RECALLING ALSO the Regulation and Decision adopted by
the Council of Ministers meeting in its Seventy-Second and Seventy-
Third Ordinary Sessions in Lomé, Togo, from 6 to 8 July 2000 and
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Tripoli, Libya, from 22 to 26 February 2001 endorsing the principle of
establishing the  African Energy Commission, Regulation
CM/OAU/AEC/ Regl. 1 (VII), Para.5 and CM/Dec.559 (LXXIII),
respectively, as well as the recommendations of the Conference of
African Ministers of Energy held in Algiers, Algeria, from 23 to 24
April 2001; ;

RECOGNIZING the need to co-ordinate the actions of the
African countries to develop their energy resources and deal jointly with
the various problems relating to their efficient and rational exploitation
and utilization, in order to ensure socio-economic development;

REAFFIRMING the provisions of the Treaty Establishing the
African Economic Community, in general, and Article 54 (2) (f), in
particular wherein it has been provided that Member States of the African
Economic Community shall, in the co-ordination and harmonization of
their policies and programmes in the field of energy, “establish an
adequate mechanism of concerted action and co-ordination for the
collective solution of the energy development problems within the
community....”;

HAVE AGREED as follows:
CHAPTER I - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1
Definitions

In this Convention, unless the context requires otherwise,
(a) “AFREC” shall mean the African Energy Commission

(b) "Board" shall mean the Executive Board established by
Article 6 of this Convention;




(c)

(d)

(e)
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(g)
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"Conference" shall mean the Conference of Ministers or
Authorities responsible for Energy established by Article 6
of this Convention;

“Energy” shall mean new and renewable or non-renewable
resource of energy in the natural state or processed,
harnessed by humankind.

“Treaty” shall mean the Treaty Establishing the African
Economic Community

“Regional Economic Community” or RECs shall mean any
African regional economic community established, inter
alia, to co-ordinate energy development on a regional or
sub-regional basis and in compliance with the Treaty’s
definition.

“Member State” shall mean a Member State of the African
Energy Commission established by this Convention.

Article 2
Establishment

1. There shall be established within the Organization of African
~ Unity, the African Energy Commission.

It shall be composed of each Member States of the OAU.

Article 3
Guiding Principles

For the purpose of this Convention, the Member States solemnly
affirm and declare their adherence to the following principles:

(a)

Development of the use of energy to promote and support
rapid economic and social development, eradication of




















































