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(b) any promotion, sponsoring, contribution to, command, 
aid, incitement, encouragement, attempt, threat, 
conspiracy, organizing, or procurement of any person, 
with the intent to commit any act referred to in 
paragraph (a) (i) to(iii).  

Article 3:   

1. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 1, the struggle 
waged by peoples in accordance with the principles of 
international law for their liberation or self-
determination, including armed struggle against 
colonialism, occupation, aggression and domination by 
foreign forces shall not be considered as terrorist acts.  

2. Political, philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, 
religious or other motives shall not be a justifiable 
defence against a terrorist act.  

UMA Maghreb Arab Union 

VBIED  Vehicle-Borne Improvised Explosive Device 
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CONTINENTAL SITUATION REPORTS METHODOLOGY 

In conformity with the functioning modalities of the African Centre for the Study and 
Research on Terrorism (ACSRT) and the relevant Peace and Security Council and Focal 
Points recommendations, to develop and maintain a database on a range of issues 
relating to the prevention and combating of terrorism, particularly on terrorist groups 
and their activities in Africa and to initiate and disseminate research studies and policy 
analyses periodically to sensitize Member States, based on the current trends, and/or on 
the demand of Member State(s), through this publication the ACSRT is providing the AU 
Commission and its Member States with the required statistical information to assist in 
analyzing the terrorism threat on the continent.   

While the ACSRT maintains statistical data on the annual number of terrorism acts, 
however the availability of reliable open source information limits its ability to track the 
specific groups responsible for each incident involving killings, kidnappings, and injuries. 
Moreover, specific information about victims, perpetrators, damage, and other incident 
related elements are frequently not fully reported in open source information. 

The current 2012 Report includes statistical information drawn from terrorism acts that 
occurred in 2012 as reported in open source media. The statistics represented here is the 
most exhaustive body of information available to ACSRT, in the absence of reports from 
National and Regional Focal Points, as specified by the 2004 AU Protocol on the 
Prevention and Combating of Terrorism, in which State Parties committed themselves to 
submit, on an annual basis, or at such regular intervals as shall be determined by Council, 
reports on measures taken to combat and prevent terrorism; and to report to Council all 
terrorist activities in their countries as soon as they occur. 

In deriving its records for terrorist acts, the ACSRT adopted the OAU definition of 
Terrorist Acts as stipulated in Articles 1 and 3 of the 1999 OAU Convention on the 
Prevention and Combating of Terrorism.   

Tracking and analyzing terrorist incidents can help to comprehend important 
characteristics about terrorism, including the geographic distribution of attacks and 
information about the perpetrators, their victims, and other details. The present report 
does not allow year-to-year changes/trends and forecast analysis, given that 2012 is 
considered year Zero, upon which all relevant future data collected will be compared. 
The rationale behind this is that the ACSRT is using its own database2, based on the OAU 
definition, in the compilation of the statistical data collected on terrorist incidents in 
Africa. The gross number of attacks across the continent, however, may not necessarily 
inform about the continental effectiveness, either for preventing these incidents, or for 
reducing the capacity of terrorists to advance their agenda. It is therefore, incorrect too 
place too much emphasis on the use of attack data to measure success or failure against 
terrorist.   

                                                 
2 ACSRT Database on Terrorism Operationalized in Dec 2011 
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from one region to the next is related to an increase or decrease in open source 
reporting or to a change in actual events. 

Challenges in Compiling the Situation Reports (Sit-Reps) 

The data provided in the Situation Reports (Sit-Reps) consists of incidents in which 
national, transnational groups or individuals commit a terrorist act as per the OAU 
Convention definition. These incidents, once captured in the Sit-Rep, by the respective 
regional analysts, are also used to update the ACSRT Database on Terrorism to build up 
the knowledge base of the ACSRT and to allow year-to-year comparison in the future. 

Challenges in relation to the determination of Terrorist Acts: As indicated above, 
determination of what constitutes a terrorist act can be more of an art than science. It is 
often based on interpretation by the analyst of the act itself and comparing it to the OAU 
definition; however, given that open source information on an incident is often 
incomplete, it becomes therefore open to interpretation, based on past experience and 
the analytical capacities of the analyst, raising by that the level of subjectivity. Users of 
this report should note that interpretation of events and incidents may differ on whether 
a particular attack actually constitutes terrorism or some other form of violence. 
Moreover, additional information may become available over time, changing initial 
assumptions about attacks, as reported in open sources, or confirmed, in very rare cases, 
by the concerned Focal Point(s). The ACSRT has, however, made every effort to ensure a 
high degree of objectivity and to limit the degree of subjectivity involved in the 
judgments. 

Failed or foiled attacks, as well as hoaxes, are not included in the Sit-Reps. Terrorists 
must have initiated and executed an attack for it to be included in the report.  

Genocidal acts are excluded, in part because of the inherent difficulty in counting such 
events and because the inevitable undercount does not do justice to the scope and depth 
of such atrocities. Moreover, international experts agreed that acts that meet the criteria 
for genocide are fundamentally separate from terrorist acts.3 

Challenges in relation to the determination of perpetrators: Initially, the ACSRT only 
attributed attacks to perpetrators when a claim of responsibility was made or if the 
information available supported an idea that a particular perpetrator was responsible. 
Only those groups that have already been designated by the concerned Member State(s), 
Focal Point(s), listed on the UN Sanctions Committee List (1267/1988) or on the ACSRT 
Compiled list of Terrorist Groups and Individuals; have themselves claimed responsibility 
for terrorist actions; or have been repeatedly and reliably suspected of involvement in 
specific terrorist activities in the concerned member state or region, are included in the 
Sit-Rep. As noted, sufficiently factual and comprehensive information to identify the 
perpetrator is not always available, and as a result in many of the attacks reported in the 
                                                 
3 Based on the experience and recommendations of the US National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC), where the 
question of whether or not acts of genocide should be included in the WITS (World Incidents Tracking System) 
database was posed to a panel of academics at the 2008 Brain Trust on Terrorism Metrics. 
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circumstances thereof are offered only as part of the analytic work product of the African 
Centre for the Study and Research on Terrorism and may not reflect the assessments of 
the AU Commission. The ACSRT will aim to update the information in its database as 
necessary and appropriate, when and if the underlying incidents are finally adjudicated. 
Therefore, the ACSRT should not be held responsible for errors and omissions in open 
source reporting or publically available information. The judgment of ACSRT is not 
intended to be a confirmation of the AUC that an event is a terrorist act for any purpose 
other than providing statistical information. 
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B. Statistical Representations related to the Continental Terrorist Incidents in 2012 

 

 

 
***Victims including 905 terrorists dead   
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