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REGULATION 

The Council of Ministers, 

Considering the Charter of the Organization of African Unity~ 

Considering Articles 11, 12 and 13 of the Treaty establishing the African 
Econotnic Comtnunity .. 

Referring to Decision AHG/OAU/ AEC/Dec.1 (Ill) and Regulations ., 
CM/OAU/A?C/Regl.l (V) and CM/OAU/AEC/Regl.2 (V). respectively of the 
Third and Fifth Ordinary Sessions of the Assembly of Heads of State· and 
Government, and of the Council of Ministers of the AEC~ 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the 
in1pletnentation of the Treaty establishing the African Econotnic Cotnmunity: 

HEREBY.RULES:. 

1. IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISIONS AND REGl-LATIONS 

Me·n1ber States should report on the inlpletnentation of decision~ and 
regulations of the African Econotnic Con1tnu.nity (AEC) to the Econotnic 
and Social Con11nission (ECOSOC) as provided for under Article 15 of the 
Ahuja Treaty; 

2. RATIFICATION OF THE TREATY AND ACCESSION 

All Metnber States which have nor yet acceded to the Treaty Establishing 
the African Econotnic Co1n1nunity and \\"hich have not yet ratified or 
deposited their insrrun1ents of ratification are urged to take the necessary 
steps to do so .as soon as possible: 

3. COOPERATION WITH THE RECS 

a) The Regional Econotnic Cotnmunities (RECs) should take necessary 
steps to closely involve the General se·cretariat of the AEC in its 
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activities and to ensure a close coordination of its .progratntnes and 
activitie~ as provided for in the Protocol on Relations between the 
AEC and the RECs~ 

b) they should take the necessary steps to ensure their effective and 
regular participation in AEC meetings, as a \vay of addressing the 
issue of non-participation in tneetings by some of Regional Economic 
Comn1unities. 

4. INDUSTRY AND El\l£RGY DE''ELOPMENT 

a) The OA U Secretary-General is requested to: 

i) continue. in close collaboration with Metnber States. the RECs . 
and UNIDO, to develop and itnpletnent a new approach for . 
Africa's industrialization~ and 

ii) assist Metnber States with a view to ensuring the early creation i 
of the African Energy Commission. 

b) UNIDO is urged. in close collaboration with the OAU and the RECs. 
to accelerate the preparation of country integrated progratnmes for 
industrialisation in order to cover all the regions of the Continent. 

5. TRANSPORT AND COMMU~!CATION 

a) Are endorsed the new structure of PA TU and its strategic plan. "the 
African Connection"; 
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b) Member States are invited to: 

i) 

ii) 

support the restructured P A TU which has been renamed 
"African Teleconununications Union" (A TU) by, among other 
things, fulfilling their financial obligations to the Union; and . 

adopt measures to iinplement the recornmendations of the -Strategic Plan: "The African Connection". 

c) The Secretary-General is requested to: 

i) deepen cooperation with the African Telecommunications 
Union so as to assist Member States in the restructuring of the 
sub-sector and in the introduction of the new and innovative 
services; 

ii) associate the African Telecommunications Union 111 the 
implementation of the Telecommunications aspects of the 
Treaty establishing the African Economic Community; 

iii) report regularly through ECOSOC on the implementation of 
this decision; and 

iv) subn1it concrete proposals to the Advisory Sub-Committee on 
virement, with a view to organising INFOCOM-AFRICA 
during the Thirty-seventh Ordinary Session of the Assembly of 
Heads of State and Government. 



6. INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS 

a) Proposed OAU/EU Sununii 
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i) is endorsed as follows the title of the Sununit, as agreed by the 
Joint OAU/EU preparatory meeting: '"Africa/Europe Sumn1it 
under the aegis of the OAU and EU, Cairo 3 - 4 April, 2000'!; 

• 

ii) is underscored the need to adopt a coordinated African position 
for the Africa/Europe Sutnmit; 

iii) the Secretary-General is requested to convene an OAU 
preparatory meeting at Ministerial I eve l in the afternoon of 1 
April in Cairo, preceded by a meeting of senior officials; 

iv) the Advisory Conunittee on Adn1inisrrative, Budgetary and 
Financial Matters should allocate~ through viretnent, adequate 
resources to enable the General Secretariat organise and: 
participate in the meeting; 

v) the Core Group of the Preparatory Conm1ittee should continu~ 
its negotiations in Lisbon with the European side in order to 
reach an agreement on the periodicity, the follow-up 
tnechanisnl, the Draft Plan of Action, the Draft Final 
Declaration and other pending issues. on the basis of the 

. concerns expressed by the OAU side; 

vi) the Secretary-General should submit through the Council of 
Ministers, a report on the outcome of the Sutnmit, to the 
Thirty-sixth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government. 
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a) The WTO General Council should implen1ent a package of tneasures, 
such as i1nproved market access for LDC products and expansion of 
trade-related technical cooperation; 

b) African countries of the ACP Group are urged to fuQy support the 
WTO waiver applied for by the ACP and the EU in ·order to allow 
the tnaintenance of preferential trade arrangetnents between the two 
parties during the transitional period; 

c) The WTO should also i1nprove transparency on systemic issues and 
other procedural matters. To this end, African Me1nber States 
should participate in the debate and ensure that the issue of observer 
status for the OAU/AEC at the WTO is resolved; · 

d) African countries should strengthen their coordination in order to 
build consensus on the main issues pri~r to future negotiations; 

e) The AEC Technical Con1mittee on Trade, Customs and Imtnigration 
should: 

i) ensure that spokespersons are designated for Africa on 
international trade issues, \Vho should be assisted by the Panel 
of Experts ; 

ii) meet as soon as possible before the end of the year 2000 in 
order to take stock of the outcome of Seattle and chart the way 
forward; 
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f) The Seqretary-General with the assistance of the Panel of Experts 
should continue to provide technical support to African negotiators 
throughout the negotiations. 

c) ACP-EU 

i) Note is taken of the conclusion of the negotiations for the new ACP 
• 

EU Partnership Agreement: 

ii) Metnber States should ensure that, in the negottattons for a new 1 

ACP-EU trade and econotnic cooperation scheduled to cotntnence in 
September 2002, African solidarity and regional cooperation as 
enshrined in the Ahuja Treaty are not compron1ised; and the General 
Secretariat is requested to set up a mechanism to assist and to 
effectively coordinate the position of the African sub-regions in the . 
process of negotiating the Economic Partnership Agreements; 

iii) The AEC Cotntnittee on Trade, Customs and hnmigration, in;. 
cooperation with the RECs should evaluate and tnonitor the various : 
issues in the trade negotiations with a view to ensuring that possible ' 
future trade options including Regional Economic Partnership: 
Agreements (REPAs) proposed by the EU, do not jeopardize the 
objectives· of the AEC; 

iv) ECOSOC as the overall OAU/AEC coordinating body should ensure 
that African positions in the multilateral trade negotiations are 
compatible with the objectives of Africa!). integration and 
development, and should consider the advisability of setting up a 
negotiating body consisting of a core group of Member States, the 
AEC and RECs Secretariats, with the assistance of the Panel of 
Experts; 
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v) The Secretary-General should continue to provide technical support 
to African negotiators in rnultibiteral trade negotiations with the 
support of the OAU Panel of African Experts, and devise appropriate 
strategies for the impletnentation of the provisions of the new 
Partnership Agreetnent~ especially those relating to Trade. 

d) UNCTADX 

a) The Secretary-General should: 

i) establish the necessary contacts with the Secretary-General of 
UNCTAD in order to ensure the effective irnplementation of 
the Plan of Action in .order for Africa to derive tnaximutn 
benefit, in particular in the area of tnultilateral trade 
negotiations, external debt, South-South Cooperation and 
Regional Integration; 

ii) develop the necessary working n1odalities in order to secure 
the full support of UNCT AD Secretariat as African LDCs 
prepare for the Third Conference on Least Developed 
Countries scheduled for 2001; 

iii) evaluate the outcome of UNCT AD X and submit specific 
recommendations to the Council through ECOSOC. 

b) The UNCTAD Secretariat should work in collaboration with the 
OAU Secretariat and all relevant institutions and regional econon1ic 
communities, through their analytical and research work to 
strengthen the negotiating capacity of African co.untries; 
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The Secretary-General should undertake consultations with :Me1nber States 
in a position to organise the Fair, with a view to ensuring the holding of the 8111 

All-Africa Trade Fair in the year 2001 at the latest, and submit a report to the 
Seventy-Second Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers of OA U /Seventh 
Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers of AEC. 

Done in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
10 March, 2000 

,, 

/ ~ [/L------._ 
Motsoahie Thomas THABANE • 

Ministe! of Foreign Affairs of the: 
Kingdom of Lesotho: 
Chairman of Council 
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