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MEETING OF LEGAL EXPERTS OF THE OAU AD-HOC 
COMMISSION ON THE PROBLEM OF REFUGEES IN AFRICA ON 

12TH SEPTEMBER 1966, IN ADDIS ABABA 

AGENDA 

1, Election of Officers, 

2, Adoption of the Agenda, 

3, Sec retary·"General 1 s address 

4. Review of the Draft Convention on the 
Status of Refugees·. 

5. Problems of Refugees in genGral, 
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in respect of a particular person, pending a. determination by the Member 

State that that person is in fact a refugee and that the continuance of 

such measures is necessary in his case in the interests of national 

security. 

Article X 

Residence Prior to this Convention 

Where for reasons and circumstances set out in Article 1 of this 

Convention an individual has been residing in the territory of a Member 

State prior to the date of entry into force of this Convention, subject 

to the provisions of Article 1 of this Convention, such period of 

residence- shall be considered to have been lawful residence within the 

territory of a Nember 'sta-te, and such an individual shall be considered 

a refugee ;7i thin the terms of this Convention; provided that the rights 

and benefits accorded to such a refugee by virtue of this Convention 

shall not have any retroactive effect, 

Article XI 

Refugee Seamen 

In :the sase of refugees regularly serving as crew members on 

board a.- ship flying the flag of a r;[ember State, that State shall give 

sympathetic consideration to their settlement on its territory and 

the issue of travel documents to them or their temporary admission to 

its terri tory particularly ui th a viev; to facili ta bng their settlement 

in another country. 

CHAPTER II 

TREATHENT 

Article XII 

Personal Status 

1. The personal status of a refugee shall be governed either by the 

law of the country of his domicile or if he has no domicile, by the 

law of the country of his habitual residence, 







CHAPTER IV 

Administrative Formalities 

Article XIX 

·I den t}J::L_ Papers 
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Member States shall issue to refugees in their territories standard 

identity papers in accordance with the Schedule to this Convention, 

Article X!£ 
Travel Documents 

1, Subject to Ar ti ole 3, Member States shall issue to refugees lawfully 

staying in their territories travel documents in accordance with the 

Schedule to this Convention for the 1-urpose of travel outside their 

territory, unless compelling reasons of national security or public order 

otherwise require. Member States may issue such a travel document to 

any other refugee in their territories; they shall in particular give 

·sympathetic consideration to the issue of such travel documents to 

refugees in their territories who are unable to obtain a travel document 

from the countries of their lawful residence, 

2, Travel documents issued to refugees under previous international 

agreements by parties thereto shall be recognized and treated by !:!ember 

States in the same vr ay as if they had been issued pursuant to this 

article. 

Article XXI 

Fiscal Charges 

·1. i•1ember States shall not impose upon the refugees duties, charges 

or taxes, of any description whatsoever, higher than those which are 

or may be levied on their nationals in similar si tuatlons. 

2, Nothing in the above paragraph shall prevent the application to 

refugees of the laws and regulations concerning charges in respect of the 

issue to aliens of administrative documents including identity papers 

and a visa. for these papers, 
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3, The country of origin of refugees shall receive the refugees who 

have expressed the free will to return to their own oountry; shall 

facilitate their resettlement and grant them the full rights and priVi·· 

leges like other nationals of their country. 

4. A public declaration shall be made by the Government of the country 

of origin that refugees who willingly decide to return to their own 

country shall in no way be penalized for having left their country for 

any of the reasons set out in Article I paragraph 1 of this Convention. 

Article XXV 

Expulsion 

1, Member States shall not expel a refugee la•yfully in their terri tory 

save on grounds of national security or public order, 

2. The expulsion of such a refugee shall be only in pursuance of a 

decision reached in accordance with due process of law, Except where 

compelling reasons of national security otherwise require, the' refugee 

shall be allowed to subnit evidence to· clear himself 1 and to appeal to 

and be represented for the purpose before conpetent authority or a person 

or perso·ns specially designated by the conpetent authority, 

3, lllenber s+,a te s shall allm< such a refugee a reasonable period within 

which to seek legal adaission into another country, Member States reserve 

the right to apply during that period such internal measures as they nay 

deen ne?essary, 

Article XXVI 

Naturalization 

Member States nay 1 as far as possible, facilitate the assimilation 

and na turali za ti on of refugees, 
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' 
IDENTITY CARD NO. ' ' ' • 'I ....... ' . -- ' . 

This is to certify that the person described hereunder is a 

refugee within the Provision of Article I of the Convention of 

the Organization of African Unity on the Status of Refugees in Africa, 

PARTICULARS : -

L Surnar:J.e: __l!R_,_MR S or MISS 

2, Other Nanes 

1!aiden Name 

4, Nar:J.e of Father -------------
5, Nane of Mother ---------·----------
6. Marital Status 

Nane of Spouse -------
8. Place and Date of Birth 

Country of Origin ---·---- --··- ---
10, Nationality 

lL Country of doni cile or residence 

.-

p h 0 t 0 

L 
Delivered at __ _ on the 19 

---------------------
Signature and Seal of Authority 

delivering the Identity paper. 

Issued under Article 19 

Signature or Mark of 

Bearer. 

(This docur:J.ent is not transferable), 
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Cll'[/l34/Rev,l, 

Draft Conven tiori on the Status of Refugees in Africa 

as Revised by .the General Secretariat 

Explanatory Note 

In accordance with Resoluiion CM/Res:$8 the General Secretariat 

fonmrded the Draft Convention on the Status of Refugees to Uember 

StLctes for their comments and observations but only three states, 

the Imperial Ethiopian Government, the Republic of ComerGons and 

the Government of Sierra Leone sent in their comments. 

Considering the wish of the Council of Ministers as expressed in 

tha sixth preamblar paragraph of Resolution CM/Res,88 which states as 

follows:-

"Desirous the. t the African instrument should govern 

the specifically African aspects of the refugee 

problem and that it should come to be the effective 

regional complement of the 1951 U.N. Convention on 

the Status of Refugees", 
. 

the General Secretariat has revised the Draft prepared in Addis 

Ab2.ba in September 19 6 6 by removing some of the Articles which duplicate 

certain provisions of the 1951 and retaining those that are considered as 

very es<>ential in dealing with thG refugee problem in Africa, 
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Article V 

Religion 

CM/134 
Annex IV/Rev.l. 
page 5 

i\iember States shall accord to refugees within their territories 

tree.tmGnt at least as favourable as that accorded to their nationals 

with respect to freedom to practice their religion and freGdom l"..s 

regards religious education for themselves ancl for their children. 

ll.rticle VI 

Residence Prior to this Convention 

Where for reasons and circumstances set out in Article l of this 

Convention= individuc>.l hc>.s been residing in the territory of a.Member 

State prior to the d.:>te of. entry into force of this Convention, subject 

to the provisions of Article l of this Convention, such period of 

rGsidence shall be con-sidered to have been lawful residence within the 

territor;r of a Member State, e.nd such an individual shall be considered 

.a refugee within the terms of this Convention; provided that the rights 

c>nd bGnefi ts accorded to such "- refug·ee by virtue of this Convention 

shall not have any retroactivs effect, 

Article VII 

!Vio vable and Immove.ble Property 

Member States she.ll accord to a refugee treatment as favourable 

as possible and, in any ev,mt not less favourable than that accorded to 

aliens ge;:1erally in the same circumstances, as regards the. acquisition 

of movable and immovable property and other rights pertaining thereto, 

and to l011ses a·r,a. other contracts relating to mov2.ble and immovable 

property, 

Article VIII. 

Right of Associ2,tion 

As regards non-political and non-profit making associations and 

tretde uni.,ns the Member States shall accord to refugees lavrfully staying 

in their tGrritory the most favourable treatment accorded to nationals of a 

for2ign country, in the same circumstances in accord:;mce with the laws of 

the I.I.ember St.SLtes. 














