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0.A.U., ACTIVITITZS AND INTER-AVRICAN CO-0PZRATION 1IN
ADUC T1CK, SCIEICE, _THRCENOLOGY AND CULTURE

GENERAL IWLRODUCTION

In this report which concerns the activities of the QAU -
and the expected co-operation of liember States - in Zducational,
Scientific, Technological, Health and Cultural matters, one finds Lt
difficult to be able to report happily on events that should have
‘been but were not. In saying this, one thinks mainly of the failure
to obtain the necessary quorum to enable the Joint Session of the
Educational and Cultural Commission, the Scientific Technical and
Research Commission, and the Health, Sanitation and Mutrition Commigsion
to be held as previously plamned from lst to éth May, 1967, in Addis
Ababa. Up +ill 27th April, 1967, wben that Session was postponed,'only‘
twelve countries had replied (i.e. Congo Brazzaville, Mauritania, Mali,
Togo, Tanzania, Lesotho, Iwry Coast, Sudan, Libya, Dahomey, Cambia
and United Arab Republic). Of these, the first nine accepted to
attend, two were negative (Cambia and Dahomey) and U.4.R. requested
for a postponement. Soon After the CGeneral Secretariat had transmitted
messeges to Member States concerning the postponement of the meetings
of the Specialized Commissions, several replies were received indicating
acceptance to participate in the meetings of the Joint Session aﬁd
eventually a few of the delegations turned up at the Genersl Secretariat

without knowing that the meetings had been postponed.

After all the encouraging speeches that had been made
previously iﬁ the Sessions of thé Council of lMinisters and elsewhere,
concerning the necessity and indeed the imperative need for the
Specialized Commissions of the OAU to meet and discuss matters designed
to enhance African co-operation in the relevant fields, failure to
reach a quorum came as a shoock. If::this is: a true reflection of
the apparent state of affairs in the approach of Nember States to the
Specialized Commissions, then the position would be serioué‘enough,
to demand a thorough review. This failure also immediately raised
‘several gquestions vis-a-vis the role of the QAU in non-political
matters. One of these fundamental questions was whether all lember
States of the OAU were really keen to see the whole of the OAU Charter

being translated into fruitful actions for the benefit of citizens of
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Membor States. If it was not for the fact that one frequently

comes against evidences of the glaring need to co-ordinate and
harmonize actions in fields such as Education, Science, Technology,
Nutrition, Health and Cultare within Independent African Stutes,

if it was not.for the fact that many non-OAU organizations coming
from outside Africa successfully hcld meetings on Afrioé?ﬁge%%%%ﬁ%% Atricans
matters in these particular fields, then one would find it easy to
explain the failure to hold the Joint Session of the three
Commissions mentioned above. Then it would be a simple case of
saying that the need is either not there or if it is then it has

not yet been felt. But as is known, there is still a lot of talk

in Africa and by responsible leaders calling for action to co—ordinate
and harmonize activities in non-political fields, with demands that
multi-national programmes or projects in these fields should be
undertaken to exploit beneficially the natural resources and develop
economic and sccial services of Indépendent African States. One

is therefore moved to assert quite openly that there is a need for
the OAU tc be involved in these non-political fields as is provi@ed
for in the Charter. That involvement cannot be and indeed is merely
not up to the Council of kinisters or to the Assembly of Feads of
Staté and Government. These two supremc organs of the OAU have,
among others, the role of deciding on given issues which other
QAU organs have already defined fully, provided the necessary
backeground and indicated vossible alternative lines of action in

each case., If the Specialized Commissions cannot meet, then one

does not see how this decision-making can be done quic..ly enough to

- allow for the co-operation and harmonization of activities of Member
States and for the implementation of projects to ve done in time. The
Council of Winisters and the Assembly of Heads of State have too many
other imporitant matters to discuss and decide upon without being
saddled with the technical considerations of projects or programmes.
Unless the OAU Member States wish to surrender their rights to
non-African organizations to discuss and reach decisions on matters
that concern the accelerated development of these Statea in non-
political matters; unless the OAU Member States wisk to see their
right to init;ate éction being removed from African hands to non-

African hands, which could use it for motives other than of benefi#

Conte/eeeesd
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to the majority of African citizens, it would be wise to examine

the position as it is at present and resolve once again to determi-
nately allow the OAU Specialized Commissions to function effectively,
efficiently and efficaciously, as anticipated and provided for in

the Charter.

It ig the duty of the General Seoretariat to sound this
warning to Member States and also to point out that there are already
afoot on the continent of Africa disruptive forces which are .interested
in ensuring that the little unity that the OAU Member States were
achieving iﬁ fields such as Bducation, Science, Technoloyy, Health
and Culture, is destroyed and that any future coming-together to
reactivate and expand on it is not successful. For example, it is
known to the General Secretariat that some non-African Organization
ig canvagsing the support of Independent African States for the
establishment of a permanent "issociation for the Advancement of
Agricultural Scienceg in Africa'™, ‘Wwhen it is realized that the QAU
was established, among other things, to undertake exactly this type
of task, one is left in no doubt as to the possible intentions of
a move such as this one. It is needles: to point ocut here that there
is also the "conomic Commission for Afrioca which is invielved in
matters such as these. There are also the Specialized Agencies of
the United Fations and, in particular, the Food and Agriculfure
Organization which, among other things, concerns itself with matters
guch as these. One then is bound to ask the question that instead of making
these existing organizations more co—ordinated, efficient and better
placed to carry ocut these tasks, why should yet a2 new organizafion
be formed? The formation of such an organization in the present
circumstances does not seem to be for the love of efficiercy or for
the desire to maximize the benefits derived from agricultural production
by Independent African States. What surprises one 1s that meetings
of this kind very often obtain the support of many OAU Member States
or of leading personalities within them, yet when the OAU call a
legitimate meeting to discuss matters in the same fields, the

response as of recent, proves to be very inadequate.

Conte/evnaocd
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It would, however, be a sericus migtake and indeed negative in
approach, to base ones policy on merely combating manoeuvrea by
outside organizations to disorganize or eliminate the non-political
activities of the OAU. Success and progress very often result from
positive policies in the fuce of disruptive forces. In corder to
succeed and ackieve results in the educational, Scientific, Tech-
nical, health and Cultural fields, the OAU has to pursue policies
that assist Member States in identifying their needs and areas
of inadequacies, and to draw up blue prints of projects and programmes
which it would assist in executing, either nationally, regionally

or continentally.

Bearing the above in mind,; the holding of the Second Session
of the Scientific Council of Africa, 8th to 12th April, 1967, was
an act of reaffirmation by few for 80 many of the beneficial and
uniting role of the Specialized Commissions on the Hember Steotes
of the 0iU. Even though only a few Scientists turned up, the
CGeneral Secretariat is particularly satisfied by the results of the
deliberations of that Session of the CSA, which have been circulated
to Member States in document ﬁSCHC/ZS. The attention of Member
States is particularly drawn to the recommendations that were made
by the CSA after considering the proposals made by the General

Secretariat on the following items:-—

Recommendation III  The setiing up of Training and Researoh
Institutions (or Centres of Excellence)
in Africa, -in Specialized Scientific
skills.

Recommendation VIII The acceptance of a Phyto—Sanitary

Convention for Africa.

Recommendation IX The acceptance of a Convention on the
Congervation of Nature and Natural

Resources in Africa.

Conte/eseesss5



/169
Page 5

Recommendation XI Afforestation and Utilization of
parts of the Sahara and semi-deserts
for food production and for other

economic purposes.

Recommendation XITI  On Ocegnography, marine biology, sea’

and inland fisheries.

Recommendation XV The training of middle-grade personnel

in scientific disciplines.

Recommendation XVIII Priorities for scientific research and

Developuent in Africa.

The General Secretariat iz in complete agreement with those
recommendations and hopes that the competent organs of the 04U will
accept them - among others - go that the processes of implementing them
may be started. Elsewhere below in this report, these recommendations

are elaborated upon appropriately.

Incidentally; because the Specialized Commissions failed 4o
meet ag planned, all the working vapers that were to be discussed at
that Session have been re-presented to the Courcil of Ministers for

consideration. They are documents ESCEC/Q - 29 inclugive.

Making a sombre survey over the scene in Africa in matters
concerning Education, Science;Technology, Health and Culture, the
picture has not-improvedmsggce African Heads of State decided to
authorize the 0AU to take part in these matters by including them in
the Charter in 1963. One continues to read reports of inadequate
educational services either for the school age children or for existing
schools in most Member States. In the field of Health, it is only
receﬁtly that the office of the African Region of 130 published
statistics to indicate that the number of doctors and trained health
staff in some of the African States compared to the population that
they serve is far too inadequate to be effective, and that in any case

progreas since the last three years or so has been very small indeed.

Cont...6
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Esalth reports from most Member Statee still indicate nockets of
malnutrition, Turning to science and technology, it is widely

krown that there are few qualified scientists in most African States
and the rate of increasing these meagre numbers is also very low.
Persons with specialized skills such as engineering, geology,
electronics, physicis%s, pharmacists — to name only a few - are
either absent or very few indeed. If one surveys'institutions

of higher learning for training in these and other specialized
“technological fieélds, one would find that these are very few or

even non-existent in africa. Without such trained and highly skilled
personnel, the full explcitation of Africa's natural resources, and
the effective manning of economic and social services can only be
done with the help of foreiéners whose loyalty to Africa cannot be
guaranteed. It is with the knowledge of these and other inadequagies
in africa that the recommendations of the CSA should be considered,
and the general proposals presented by the Secretariat, (some of
which are mentioned below) decided upcn. These are now taken up

under individual headings.

EDUCATION
(2) General: .-

Elucation demands in most African States is still mainly
of two types. Firstly, there is the obvious demand for the
provision of adeguate facilities for school age children to be
educated from primary through secondary school to university
education with appropriate units or branches for professional
training. Secondly, there is the demand that in order to create
communities that can cope with and support modern economic and
especially industrial development, the general maszes must receive
certain directed or discriminating public ‘education so as to be

able to contribute readily and efficiently to that development.

Taking the straight academic education and present desire
to provide educational services for all school age children at all

levels of education, one comes against varying degrees of success

Con't./...."(
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whioh have heen achieved by the QAU Meuber States. 1n some States for
instance, the problem is to provide adequate primary school facilities
in rural areag. In most countries, the problems appear to be the
improvement of the quality of education available at primary level and
the urgent expansion of seccondary school services. {lso, and as is
known, most countries have visible shortages of teachers and have

had to import expatriate skills to fill up the gaps. Throughout all
these problems, there is the major difficulty of finding adequate
funds ‘to pay for the services that are existing as well as for new

onesdesired.

The problem of improving the quallty of primary education
ap_eare to be becoming serious. It would appear‘that it stems from
two major sources. Firstly, the ﬁuality of teachers tunat teach in
primary schools appears in some cases to be deteriorating. In some
places, unfrained teachers or school failures who are engaged as
pupil teachers, are left to undertake the very difficult task {even
to trained teachers) of teaching the uninitiated primary school child-
ren. Sometimes, even the output of trained teachers who teach in
trimary schools leaves much to be desired from the quality and
content angles. For example, one cannot expect much from a teacher
whose command of English is very inadequate to be able to teach
well that subject to beginners,; leave alone teaching any other
subject in it. He would not, in such a case be able to express
himself c¢learly and fully. Also quite aften one come against
inadequate professional discipline among some of the teachers and
an apvarent lack of thoroughness, inventiveness and feeling of pride
in teaching among some of them. 4ll these appear to contribute
towards the low quality of educsztion that is provided by some of the
teachers at primary school level, as a result of which the enthusiasm
the children should have in acguiring more kunowledge and in perfecting
the knowledge that they have received is not aroused, or at worst, is
stifled. It is therefore no wonder that one finde children that are
supposed to have gone through a given syllabus not to be even well
informed about the whole subject-content. To these inadequacies in
the teaching staff one should consider the inadequate suprly of

books, teachers-aids and other educational materials that help to

Cont./...8
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top-up and refine what the teachers can give in some. of the schools.
Here again one comes against the limited supplies of funds both to
the schools and to the parents that pay for the education of the

¢hildren.

It would appear that in order -to improve the guality of
education pravided at primary school level in some places; and thereby
raise the quality of primary schoel leavers, three things, among
others, would need to be undertaken. Firstl&, the training of teachers
must be thorough and such that it can inspire professional pride and
enthusiasm in the qualified teachers. BSecondly, the staffing of
primary schools must be such that only qualified teachers should be
allowed to teach in them, and thirdly, there must be a thorough
system of inspection to ensure that standards are maintained both
professionally by the teachers and in the teaching of subjects. The
need for teachers' aids and large quantities of expensive school
egquipment is generally low at primary school level; it is the
professional qualifications of the teachers, the syllabi and the
enthusiasm of both the teachers and pupils that matters at that
level. Mentioning these aspects here does not in any way imply that
action is not being taken on these as well as on the other relevant
;spects aimed at raising the standard of education at primary school
level., This is merely an attempt %o try and discover what acticn
and how much of it, should be taken in order to ensure that the
quality of primary school leavers impraves to the highest level

obtainable.

Turning to the expansion of secondary school services, one
must recognize that the availability of adeguate funds is perhaps
the major factor in this. With adequate funds, one can build secondary
schools and.equip them alequately for the tasks in hand. With
adequate funds, one can alsc train.sedondary school teachers or pay
for expatriates to fill the gaps. DBut after saying the above, dne
mast mention that the lack of teachers has perhaps played a very
significant role in limiting the expans:on of secondary school
services. This contention is borne out by the fact that in some

countries, where self-help schemes have been encourszged, several

Cont,/oevessad
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modest secondary schools have been operned with funds and labour

supplied by local co:munities. Although this verycommendable way

of attempting to satisfy the visible thirst for Knowledge has been

made, yet, and often, there has not been a sufficient rumber of

teacheré to teach in these schools, and, as a result, most of them

have either been closed down or have had to make do with insuffioient

teaching staff. Some of these are likely to turn out school-leavers

with low secondary school education - thereby helping to lower the

standard of secondary school education. This lack of teachers has

often led to the damping of the enthusiasm of the local communities

which in turn has reduced the support that they give to self-help

schemes in education, or in other fields. '
Through eff&rts by organizations like UNESCO, it is increasingly

becoming possible to equip schools with cheap local made equipment.

The OAU supports UNESCO's endeavours in these fields the success of

which would mean that African States could equip their schools

cheaply without having to spend scarce foreign currency on buying imported

school equipment.

As regards existing places of higher learning, that is,
colleges and uriversities, and apart from shortage of funds, soms
of these have been plagued by insufficient number of students
enrolling for higher education. This state of affairs appears to have
had its origin in two main sources, that is: (a) some of the
institutions of higher learning have demarnded too high and rigid
entry qualifications, sometimes without taking into account the
needs of the communities they serve, and (b) some of the communities
served by some of the institutions have opernly been unable to furn
out the required rumber of students with the required qualifications.
The problems arising from (a) above could possibly be solved by
changes which would introduce flexible policies by such institutions
of higher learning, which would cater for both the academic need to
train the best brains available to the highest academic and profes-
sional standard possible, -while at the same time serving national

demands for lesser but highly trained and disciplined personnel.

Cont./....lO
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As for (b) above the answer may lie in increasing secondary school
vacancieg or in offering some of the vacancies to other neighbouring

States, who would pay the full cost of the educational services

offered.

As for the demand for colléges, universities and other
institutions for higher professional training, this is always present
and certainly Member States would be serving the right course by

establishing wmore of them.

(b) Future Programmes:

Looking to the immediate future, the General Secretariat has
already circulated document ESCHC/29 which contains proposals for the
Joint Meeting of UNESCO, ECA and OAU in the fields of Education,
scheduled to be held early in 1968. The attention of Member States
ig invited to those proposals, which are designed not onlylto
increase the educational services in africa at all levels but also
to make do with the special arrangements which appear fo be called
for in the present circumstances in Africa where funds and trained
teachers are scarce. It is only fair that, so long as the report
on the Conference of African States on the Development of Education
in Africa (Addis sbaba 15th - 26th May, 1961) and the report on the
Conference on the Development of Higher Education in Africa
(Tananarive 3rd - 12th September, 1562) are still considered valid
and realistic in the targets that they set, Af:ican States should
continue to review their achievements in the lines of recommendations
made in those reports. It is also logical to propose that discussions
should be held to find ways and means of overcoming the problems that
have been encountered in attempting to implement those recomiendations

so that Member States may be enabled to achieve the targets set in

the reports.

Faturally, after implementing such wide ranging recommendation
as are contained in the reporis, it would bve preferable to have a

period of consolidation and refinement o f the gains achieved.

Conte/esen.1l
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Between 1961/62 and now, several years have slapeéd and thé reports
that are received from some places indicate {hat not only have the
tergets not been attained but also that the guality of whatever has
been attained leaves much to be desired. It is, therefore, logical
to suggest that during this period, Hember States would be advised

to consclidate the gains that they have made and to attempt to
improve the quality of the education offered at their institutions at
all levels. Incidentally, it is assumed here that while this process
of consolidation and refinement .f education offered is undexrtaken,
the task of continuing to implement the two reports would not fall
behind, otherwise the purpose of settiné the educaticnal targets
would be lost. Depending on the views expressed by Member States

at that conference; which is expected to be held early next year,
those 1961 and 1962 reports may come up either for a review or a

revision of the targets set.

After dealing with the éeneral development of education at
lower and higher levels as contained in the two reports mentioned
above,; the General Seoretariat feels that the meagreness of funds
generally obtaining in Af:ica and the shortage of trained teaschers
that is felt by most Member States, call fof special arrangements in
attempting to use whatever supplies of these that are available, hence
the suggestion that investigation be made and discussions be held on
possiblé joint utilization of expensive educational facilities
such ae laboratory equivment and research facilities. Also being
aware that some Member States may be a2t any one time xdcher than
other Member States, the General Secretariat considers that it would
not be out of place to hold discussions on the possibilities of
establishing revolving funds in education for the expansion of teacher -
training facilities and for the pupply of expensive laboratory and

school equipment.

There is also the apparent shortage of highly trained skilled
professional personnel sspecially in the scientific disciplines
waich require to be elimirated and in this conpection the General
Secretariat has proposed in doohment TSCHC/4 the setting up of Training
and Research Institutions or Centres of Excellence. Initally, only

a limited field had been covered, which is designed to ensure the

Conta/uoolz



oM/169
Page 12

the maxipum sexploitetion of the natural resources ourrently obtaining
in Africa for the benefit of Afrdicans. This subject is covered more

fully below under science and technology.

During the joint meeting l.ember States will be invited to
indicate what role they expect UNISCO to ilay in the continuing

development of education and science in Africa.

Incidentally, the General Secretariat has also circulated
documents ZSCHC/26 on the Acoeierated Teacher Training and EZSCHC/27
on the Primary Bducation for Nomadic Populations. Presentation of
these papers has been underiaken in order to help discover through
an exchange of views, ways of removing the problems met by some

Hember States in these connections.

To sum up, therefore, as far as educstion is concerned, the
demand for high quality, cheap and comprehensive educafion at all
levels is evidently present in most, if rot, all Member States of
the OAU. Low quality education that appears to be obtaining in
some places at primary sch:ol level neseds to be tackled so as tq raise
it to the highest standard acceptable for continued academic pursuits
or for useful integration into rapidly changing communities. The
secondary education which‘supplies both the universities and the
middle grade candidates for many jobs in economic, social and
political services, require to be expanded as soon ag possible
if the accelerated economic and social development that Africans
expect is to be achieved. As for the institutions of higher academic
and professicnal learning, it is considered that while making available
the facilities reguired in producing quantity - intensive skills for
example, economists, administrators, agriculturalists, veterinarians,
doctors, eic. — there is also the need to establish in Africa the
facilities that are required to train specialist skillsvwith low demand
such as geologists, meteorclogists, physicists and psychiatrists. In
endeavouring to undertake these necessary but expensive services in

the field of education, Member States may n3ed not only to put in

Cont./...13
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individual efforts on a national level, but also regional and
continental efforts so as to ensure that the financial and intellectual
resources available in Africa for these tasks are used to\the

maximum advantage possible. IHelp from outside in'carrying out the
required projects, should be sought only when national, regional or
continental resources have proved to be below the required levels

or demands. Through the expected discussions ~ either within the

OAU or in the proposed Joint UNESCO/ECA/OAU meeting on education,

it is hoped %0 pick some projects, the execution of which would help

to remove some of the obstacles that Member States encounter in the

educational field.

HEATTH AND SANITATION

(a) General:

The general health services in most lember States are stiil
far inadequate. Although health services in some of the urban areas,
compared to rural areas, are reasonably good, it is true to say that,
in the rural areas in Africa, health services are very meagre and in
some cases non-existent. The low levels of education and of
standards of living which are usually found in the rural areas,-
combine with this lack of health services to give nature and her.
forces a dominant hold on the rural populations and in particular
they become exposed to disease - and death. The WHO appears to be
concenirating at present on the ersdication of epidemic diseases
such as gmallpox, cholera and Yellow Pever as well as of other
widespread diseases such as malaria. It is necessary for health
experts from African States to sit down and exchange views on and
experiences in health and sanitation matters, so as to enable
strategic projects or programmes tc be drawn up and be initiated so
as to help ensure a healthy and longer life to each individual
African., To start with it would appear that there is an urgent need
tc improve preventive medicine services in the rural areas, to expand
the provision of protected water supplies in order to help in the
elimination of water-borne diseases and to prevent tﬁe spread of

infectious diseases. While thus concentrating on preventive medicine,

Cont./...14
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it is necessary to make some provigion for curative medicire in

rural arezs so that those who may become ill ocan be treated.

There are other aspects of health which also need attention,
but it is considered that thedeaxrth of health services in rural
areas where over 90% of Africa's populations live, demand priority
treatment in Africa. The training of doctors and other health staff

is dealt with elsewhere in.this report under training.

(b) Puture Prosramme:

From the foregoing, it would appear that in the immediate
future efforts in health and sanitation would best be spemt on increasing
health services — both preventive and curative — in the rural areas.
This may best be done by establishing health centres as suzgested in
document BSCHC/1l which has been circulated to Hember States. The
health centres would have satellite stations responsible to them and
would be staffed by trained personnel both in elementary curative
medicine and in preventive medicine — including health education.
The health centres would in turn be linked to referral hogpitals at
the district, provincial and national levels, which would be stafifed
by doctors and other higher qualified staff, and which would provide

modern hogpitilization services.

It is also considered that efforts should be exerted in
improving the health and sanitation services currently obtaining in
urban areas. This would include strict application of food standards
(for example, in meats and milk), the treatment of drinking ‘water,
the disposal of rubbish, the expansion of water-borne sanitation,
the expansion of hospitals and of efficient systems of preventing
the outbreaﬁglf i%g%emics. The attention of Member States is
invited to these health and sanitation problems, and it is hoped
that from the expected discussion on these problems, suitable

programmes of & regional or continental nature may be formulated.

Conte/vasesl5
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Incidentally in document ZSCHC/21, the General Secretariat
has proposed the establishment of stocks of veccine and medicines
for use in ocutbreaks of epidemic diseases. The purpose of such
stocks would be to ensure that (a) they are hendy in case of suoh
an outbreak, (b) they are witiin a system that allows for mutual
help between African States -~ those without adequate funds at g
given moment would be enabled to buy on credit what is required
to eliminate or control an epidemic and then pay later - and
(¢) they help in creating self-sufficient services for Africans

by Africans,
NUTRITION
(a) Oeneral:

As already mentioned above; there are evidences in some
communities in Africa of widespread malnutrition. This problem
assumes serious proportions especially améng the children. It is
known that exteqsive malnutrition especially among the children
can lead to retarded bodily and mental development and possibly to a
stagnation in the population growth in some of these communities
because of the high mortality rates. This is a state of affairs that

requires to be tackled very urgently.

It is known that in Africa while there are a few pockets of
over population, generally speaking, the land is under-populated.
Also it is known that with few exceptions (such as parts of the
sahara desert) most parts of Africa could grow some good Crops.
Therefore, whether agricultural production is based on the growth of
food - which is considered to be a logical policy in the present
shortage of adequate foods - or whether it is in the production
of industrial agricultural crops from which to obtain income for
buying foods and other needs, the available agricultural land in
Africa can supply the required foods and more, to ensure balanced
and adequate diets for the African population on the continent.

What appears to be necessary now is to device a continuous
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stimulation of inewscased azgrioultiuyral produetion of food and the
initiation of systems whereby the movement of foodstuffs from areas

of plenty to areas of scarcity could be effected efficiently.

The African continent not only has the arable lands from which
it could produce adequate foods for balanced diet for its citizens,
but it also has around it oceans and seas which are #teeming with,
among other things, all types of fishes. As is well known fishes
afe very rich in proteins - a type of food that is very useful and
important to human bodies. Here again, it appears that there is a
need for continuing stimulation to exploit the natural resources
available in territorial waters including inland wateras as well as
in the open ocean waters around the continent of Africa, Incidentally,
it is perhaps not out of place to mention here that according to the
Report of the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Seas,
territorial waters "may not extend beyond twelve miles from the
baseline from which the breadth of the territorial sea is meagured'",
(Article 66, 1958 Conference). Member States who have not
promulgated legislations to extend territorial waters to this
maximum width may wish to take appropriate action in this connection
so that they may ensure that their citizens benefit from the fishes
and other natural resources such as oil, and minerals that are to be
found on the continental shelf and thg immediate surrounding sea

flocrs.

(b) Future Frogramme:

To sum upy; in the field of Mutrition, it appears correct to
state that in the land of and seas around Africa there are sufficient
supplies of resocurces from whicﬂ to get sufficient food for more
than the present population. As for the fishes to be obtained from
the oceans and inland waters, the General Secretariat has attempted
to indicate in general terms in document ESCHC/QB how, through
scientific husbandry and training of personnel, the harvest of\fishes
from these waters could be increased either for local consumption

or for selling elsewhere. In thzt document, méntion has also heen
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made of the necessary research required not only to ensure that the fishes
continue to supprly additional stocks, but also tc contribute to the
manufacturing of prbtein concentrates from the fishes. Abdéve all,

it is vital to ensure that where there is idle land it is imnediately
cultivated for providing food and industrial crops. Where there is
scarcity of land, and in any case eventurlly, it is necessary to

apply scientific plant and animal husbandry so as to raise productivity
from the land.

As an additional inducement to production of food crops
(i.e. production of food for eating and for export), the General
Secretariat has proposed in document ESCHC/24 the establishment of
regional stoocks of food graing to help against food shortages and
famines. Such stocks of food being shared between more than one
State, would form the third line of defence agaiﬁst food shortages
and malnmutrition (it being assumed that each family and each State
normally stores food against food defficiencies). The creation of
such regional stocks of food would ensure that areas which can
produce foods in excess of the demand for local and export purposes
have an additional luctrative market for their crops which, while
providing them with additional income, would also be a form of supple-—
mentary insurance for them against food shortages. "In view of the
frequent importation of foods by African States from outside
Africa, the General Secretariat hopes that the establishment of
regional stocks of food as outlined in that document would eliminate
this shameful phenomenon and as such the proposal merits the serious
attention of Member States. Through inter—African dependence, by
establishing regional stocks of food grains, the CAU may remove
this embarrassing phenomenon of obtaining food from outside Africa,
when Africa can produce enough food for her citizens.ﬁ%SS cne of the
ways of increasing food supilies, the General Secretariat has suggested
in document ®SCHC/22 that consideration be given to the Afforestation
and utilization of parts of the gahara and semi-deserts for food
production and for other economic purposes. It has been su;gested
in that document that the countries involved should get together
and discuss comnmon methods of winning arable land from the desert

and semi-desert for food production and for other economic purposes.
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This joint approach could be spread to other fields such as ressarch
in suitable crops and the utilization of underground Watér. The
afforestation of desert and semi-desert land also offers opportunities
t: Member States concerned to use natural resources such as cils and

minerals that may be available in these areas.

In all of these proposals the objeetive. is self-gufficiency
in foods as well as the provision of balanced diets to citizens of
Member States. The General Secretariat hopes that this matter of
producing adequate foods will receive the serious attention of
lember States that it deserves, and that, among other tiLings, the

proposals that it has put forward will receive close consideration.

SCIENCE, TECHKOLOGY AND RESTARCH

(a) General:

The growth of scientific knowledge especially in developed
countries has enabled man to supply his needs more cheaply and more
abundantly than hithertofore. The exploration of matter, of space
and of existing systems has yielded new knowledge, the application
of which has increased not only the information available to man in
theze fields but also the comforts that man can enjoy on thig earth,
Therefore, the 0AU cannot afford to ignore the growth of scientific
and technological knowledge in Africa and elsewhere. This growth
has been in almost all cases the result of concentrated resesrch —
although of recent military needs have boosted the process.

Research has proved to be the conveyor belt on which new ideas are
continuously fed into all aspects of man's existence on this earth —
including the solution of problems that arise from that exXistence.

It is therefore vital that while not neglecting the day to day
requirements of that existence, adequate provision, both in financial
and intellectual resources, must be made to ensure thct there are
sufficient; and comprenensive research activities through which

(a) present activities and systems will be made more efficient and
more complete or &s nearly so as possible, (b) Africa's all-round

progress may be achieved at a rate that is commensurate with Africa's
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expectations and modern civilization, and (e¢) af.ica may also

acguire new knowledge through its own efforts.

As science, technology and research cover a wide field,
it may help to divide this section into three parts, viz.
(i) The teachingand popularising of science,
(ii) The QOAU's Scientific Bureaus and field activities, and
(iii) A possible prosramme for the immediate future in science,

technology and research.

(i) Teaching and popularization of Science:

This is an age of science ahd of technology. Economic
development of countries. now devend largely on scientific growth, and
the impact of this science on important sectors such as agriculture,
irdustry, energ, , minerals, irrigztion, transport, communications,
and. other productive sectors. The effectivensss of sciemnce does,
however, depend on the permeation of its principles and practices
throughout the entire sceiety, and these carnot come-by withcut the

teaching and populirizing of science.

The basic ideas of science and technology and the scientific
attitude must, therefore, preferabiy pervade the whole of the
educational process, All children should be made to appreciate the
importance of ‘science and techrology for the welfare of their country,
even though many of them way find iheir careers in other fields.
Science is no longer the pursuit of a few: it has become the concern
of everyone ag it is universally accepted that science means progress
and development. Progress in the azplication of science will therefore
depend on effective teaching of science as much in the elementary

and secondary schools as in the universities.

1l. Class teaching:

For African countries to develop rapidly in this atomic and
space age, scientists of high calibre are needed. This may best be
achieved by exposing students to as much science as possiblg during
primary and secondary school days as above this level academic

education is bazed on specialization in subjects. If necessary,
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throughout elementary and secondary schoole, the general education
should have emphasis on science. This may entail a review or a

re~orientation of the academic programmes.

For example in primary schools, each class could have one or
two periods of siwple sciernce every day covering common things such
as the colours of the rainbow and the novement of kerosine on lamp
wicks. In secondary schools where biology, chemistry and physics are
taught separately, provision should be made for an increase in the
time allocated to science subjects.Inthis way, by the time the students
greduate from high schools a number of them will have liked science
S0 much that they will choose to major in science when they get to
college. Those who do not qualify to go to college can still join
some of the technical collieges and thug beonmme the middle level
technicians in occupations that reguire knowledge of elementary

science.

2., Audio-Visual Aids:

The theories in the classrooms and the practical work in the
laboratories should further be supnlemented by audio-vigusl aids.
Today there are teaching machines, rzdios; televisions, films and
tape~recorders that teachers may use for special lessons. Things

students see register better in their minds than those they just hear,

3. Field Trips:

Whenever possible, field trips should be organized to visit a
factory or workshop nearby so that the students may see science at
work, Mahy students see sugar; for example, but they do not know the
proceas through which a sugar-cane plant goes . before it becomes
the sugar they use in tea, coffee; etc. It is quite possible that
many students in primary and high schools may never have visited any
factory. And for a young boy to see how the machines break: up and
"eat up" a sugar cane plant and finally produce thé sugar he knows
is guite something for him to remember. After seeing the process in
real life, it is easier for him to comprehend and retain information

on the scientific processes involved.
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4, Science Clubs:

An active science ¢lub on a school campus would serve the
purposes of further popularizing science very well. In such a club
topics of special interest and on the level of the students would be
digcussed with the full participation of the members, of course, under
the direction of the science teachers. The club can also plaﬁ to
-invite guest speakers from other nearby science institutions, and
whenever possible field trips can be organized by the olub,

Scientific movies may be shown tc such a elub or plays hased on

scientific themes may be organized.

5. Scholarships and Fellowsnips:

These can be awarded in various ways but one way of doing it
to the benefit of science is for the schools independently or in
co—operation with their Goverumentstc organize and grant scholarships
to outstanding science students each year - say one scholarship for
each clase each year. With this reward ahead of them, the conscientious
students will put in their very best in order to qualify for it.
There are also the bursaries given at secondary school level by
Governments or local Governments, and scme of these could have a
scientific bias, so as to encourage specialization in scientific

sub jects.

At the College and University levels this can be done
differently. In places where Governments pay all or part of the’
university expenses for thelr students, these Governments can plan
things in such a way that they offer more scholarships in sciernce
than in other subjects. In this way, the Covernments will be sure
of uetting enough science graduates for their needs. With all
the science preparation that all the students are supposed to have
in primary and secondary schocls as ocutlined above, there would be

no problem of getting encugh candidates for such offers.

One other attraction that can be used, if need be; is to
offer science workers, e.g. tezchers, a little better token sum above

the other teachers; this can serve as a wonderful inducer to
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students to take science subjects and join the teaching profession.

5. As for general populirization of science among the masses
. several methods could be used. Two of these are the use of mass
media (e.g. radio and television) for giving simplified talks with
themes drawn from everyday life occurences, and the giving of talks
to village clubs. or regular community development congregations.
Incidentally, the extramural activities of universities, colleges,

and schools could play a very important role in both cases.
There are other ways of increasing the teaching 6f science and
populirizing it, but the above suggestions offer perhaps the best

approach to the problems.

(ii) The OAU's Scientific Bureaus and Field sctivities:

The OAU has continued to take part on its own, in scientific
‘and ressarch matters, with the dual aim of gerving Member States
and of furthering the growth of scientific and %echnological
knowledge ~ thus helping 1o expand scientific occupaiions and
applications in Africa. The main part of this has centred on
the OAU's scientific buréaus, whose previously reported major activities
in the scientific and technical fields have continued during the
past year. There were a number of setbacks in.some of the activities
as a result of difficulty of comuunication or inevitable changes
arising from socilal changes in some parts of the continent. Tor
example, some of the technical &eetings szheduled for this year
were postponed, due to a combination of unavoidable factors. The
smooth flow of work of the socientific secretariat has also been
affected by the probiemg ettending the transfer of the technical
bureaux from Eurcpe to Africa. Despite these problems, the
Secretariat has effectively continued to encourzyge juint action
and technical co-operation in the continent. It will be well,
in the first place, to report the pro;re:s made in the implemertation
of the instfuction of the Heads of State in Resolution AHG/Eec.B

concerning the transfer of the Bureaux from Eufope to Africa.
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A, Trangfer of Tachnical Dureaux to Africa-.

l. The Trangfer

The Heads of mbate decided to transfer the technical

v

Bureaux of the 5.T.r.C. to Africa locations as follows:

(a) Inter-african Soils Bureau to Bangui, Central African -
Republic. '

(b) Inter—african Thyto-Saritary Commission to Yaoundé,
Cameroon.

(c) Publications Jffice to Fiamey, Niger Republic.

(a) Inter— frican Phyto-Sanitary Co: mission (I.;.P.S{QL)

The Cameroon Govermment has made a house available for the
office. A member of the Secretariat staff has inspected the
locatioch and it is considered that,; for a start, the offices could
be used, in the hope that more suitable accommodation will be
provided later. The office machinery, equipment ard archives
arrived in Yaocundé towards the end of July. The office has since

begun work in Yaoundé.

(b) Inter-ifrican Bureau for Scils (B.I.S.)

This has been transferred to Bangui. The transportation
difficulty of moving the archives and office machinery has been
parti¢ularly great. They were first ghipped from London to Pointe
Woire and then by rivercraft from Fointe Foire to Bangui. The
Secretariat is appreciative of the generous offer by the Covernment
of the Republic of Central Africa of a house for the offices of
this important bureau. The offices are being openéd, though it
will take some time to resume full normal activities. The
problems ¢f the offices in these new locations will be discussed

later.
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(¢) Publicatinns Office:

This has not obtained a permanent new office in Niamey,
Meanwhile, in keeping with the instructicns to muve away from Rurcype,
the publicaiion activities are now being carrigd on from the
5.T.R.C. offices in Lagos. The offices will be opened on a

perzanent basis in Niamey when accommodation becomes available.

II. Problsms of Trangfer:

. There are two main problems, viz. {a ) Fersonnel and

(b) Finance.

(a) Fersonnel:

The first aspect of the staff problem is that of shortage of
gcientific personnel which is well known to be a universel problem
in Africa. So that, even though the Secreiariat has maintained
a policy of operating with the mirimum of staff, it his not been
possible to fill the wvacancies caused by the refusal of the
expatriate staff to come to Africa with these offices. Yor example,
the head of the Tacunde office was offered cnother Jjob before
leaving London for Yaoundé; so that, despite our offer to pay kim
some inducement allowance; we still lost him. Similarly, the
Bangui office is having considerable difficulty in finding
essential technical staff. The Becretariat has advertised these
posts through HMember Govermments and has contacted a number of
scientists, inviting them 1o apply for these jobs. host of these
persons have either not replied to the invitations or have declined
the request. The Secretariat would agpeal to lMember States to
re-advertise these posts in their countries, so that normal

activities might not be impaired.

The other aspect of the staff problem is the cost of obtaining
suitably qualified persons., UNZSCO, ECA and other Internaticnal
Organizations operating in these countries regularly make cost-of-
living awards to their employees in keeping with the practice of

the French Government which awards tost—of-living credite amnually
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ta ite technical assistanco staff. IYor example, an offioer on

Scale P2 Step 5, i.e. 6880 U.S. dollars per annum, in Faris tekes a
basic salary of 8203 U.8. dollars in Bangui. In addition to this,

the officer takes salary adjustment, housing, medical and insurance
allowances. The actual figures of these payments have been

inserted in the current budget because the officers are already in our
service. The Secretariat would therefore appeal to the host States

to do their utmost to help us to obiain the services of their own
nationals for these bureaux; as this would help to reduce employment

costs becoming unnecessarily heavy.

(b! Finance:

The financial problem has many aspects. Firstly, in 1965,
the Council voted the sum of 15,000 U.S. dollars for the transfer of
these offices to Africa. Since this sum of money was voted, three
years agos; freight charges have risen considerably, and in these
circumstances, it khas become necessary to ask in tpe current budget
for additional provision to cover the cost of transfer. Secondly,
there is the need to establish these offices at the new locations.
Most of the furniture in use in London und Paris, agart from the
metal ware, was very »ld and was not worth moving. The Secretariat
thus faces the problem of furnishing the offices at the new locaitions.
In some cases, the furniture will come from neighbouring Stutes and

thiis means additional expense.

Since the decision to move these blireaux was taken, scientistg
have raised the further peint that any bureau of this type should
rroperly be lecated in a centre having an existing scientific
cummunity and comprising also such amenities as a University, a technical
institute, a research ingtitute and a laboratory, and thaf there should
be adequate communication facilities. If these resources were already
available,; the OAU Bureaux would have less difficulty in recruiting
gtaff and the cost of operation would be corresvondingly reduced.

Not only that, the Bureaux would be of greater immediate wvalue
in that ite servicas would supplement the services of the other
institutions. Scientists have therefore expressed aggepticism

ab.ut the present bcations,
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B. Second Meetihg of the Scientific Council of Africa (CoSeha)s

t
.

The second meeting of the Soientific Council of Afijoa, the
soientific adviser of the CAU technical bodies, was held in
Addis Ababa from 8th - 12th April, 1967. The scientific priorities
approved by the Heads of State at their pravmous meetlngs Wwere
reviewed by the Council in the light of the mobt fecent develop-
ments. A number of important recommendations were made by the
CSA which no doubt will be of tremerdous value to technical
officers of member States. Some of the most important recommen-—
dations of the previous meeting were repeated because the CSA
was confident that action had not been taken by many Stztes.

These included:

I. Document L {65) 28:

The CSA asks that the attention of member States be again
drawn to $iis document which spelis out the need for
(2) each State in ifrica to have a national research couneil
or a Ministry responsible for science and technology.
Such a Ministry would be responsible for a Fational

scientific poiicy.
(b) training of scientific and technical personnel.

1I. Bastern Rinderpest Campailgn:

The CSA recommends "that Ethiopia, Sudan, Somalia, Kenya,

Uganda and Tanzania should give the Joint Campaign urgent attention'.

IXI. Panel of Consultants:

"In particular, it recommends the establishment of inter-

ifrican committees of Scientiste in the following disciplines.

(a) Biological Sciencess 3otany, Zoolog.", Biology (general

biology, marine biologzy and fisheries).

Conte/esanass2]



CM/ 169
Page 27

(b) hysics and Mathematics Sciences and Technology: Physics
(electronics, muclear physics, theoretical physice);
Chemistry, Mathematics (pure and applied); Applied
Technology.

(¢c) Barth Sciences: Geology, Geophysics, Mineralogy,
Geography, Cartography, Geodesys; Climatology;
Metecrslogy; Cceanography, bydrology.

(d) ledical Sciences and FPharmacology: Hedicine (preventive
public health epidemiology); Nedical Biologys Pharma~

cology (.frican medicinal plants)j Veterinary Sciences,

{e) Asricultural Sciences: Agriculture; Food Science and

Technology.
(f) Natural Resources: Fatural Resources; Conservation.

"Such commi tees will function under honorary Chairmen or
inter—African Co-ordinators. They will assist the Secretariat
in drawing up research and training programmes in their disciilines
and in the problems of application of science to development, e.g.

su.gesting Jjoint regional schemes and projects.

"The O34 considers that it is far more economical for the
CAY Secretariat to work with such panels of scientists tuan to
employ highly paid permanent scientific staff at great expense."
It has therefore repeated this suggestion which was contained in

the Recommendations of its first Lagos meeting of 1965,

IV. Training in Scierce and Technology:

"The C.S.A. once again emphasizes the importance of this problem
and recommends that everything be-done by the OAU to make every
lember State to be science-conscious with a view to arousing each
Member State to the effective awareness of the necessity and urgency
of training adequate skilled personnel in scientific and technological

disciplines at the profsssional and other levels.
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UMhe CEA congiders that, under present cilrcumstances in
Africa, and for short-ferm planuning, priority must be given to the
training of scientific and technical personnel of the middle and
lower levels, after careful planning by each State. In the long
term, the CSi supports the training plan proposed by the Lagos

sesgion of the 3TRC.

"ifter hearing the view of members of the US4 on the present
position of technical training in each African State, and being aware
of the necessity for closer collabpration among training centres in

Lfrica,; the CS4 considers that it is necessary:

"(a) for every ifrican State to take fairly accurate stock
of its neede for middle and lower level personnel with
the possible help of the GAU;

"(b) for each State or regionsl grouping to pr.vide the OAU
with maximum possible information on existing
institutions capable of training middle level or

lower level personnelj

"(¢) to co-ordinate the level of studies in these institutes,
at least at the regional level, by the establishment of

a system of equivalent degrees; and

"(d) to ensure that the greater ,ercentage of middle level
grade personnel are trained in Africa rather than in

foreign universities or institutions.

"ITn furtherance of these objectives, the CSA recommends that
the OAU should:

"(a) provide financial assistance to improve the efficiemcy

and wider use of existing techrnical training institutions;

"(b)} provide scholarships and fellowships to enable students

tc take advanitage of these facilities."
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V. Priorities for Research and Development in .fricas

The CSA "considers that in view of the merger of the Scientific,
Dechnical and Research Commission, the Educational and Cultural
Commission, and the Health, Sanitation and Fuirition Commi-sion, the
priorities suggested by the United Fations Advisory Committee on the
Application of Science and Technology to Develupment {UKACAST) in
respect of medicine, public health, pharmacy and education should be
added to the existing priorities already outlined at its first meeting,

iz

"(a) Agriculture: Crop resesarch, animal production and pastures,
gcil research, forestry research, humid tropical reseéarch,

arid zones; savannah zohnes;

"(b) Oceanography and Iisheries Research: (l.arine and fresh

Water). s

"(o) Biological Research: Aquatic Biology, taxonomy and

ecology - plants and animals (including phytogeotraphy):

"(d) Industrial and Technological Research: geology and
geophysics, atomi¢c energy and its application, building
materials and methods of construction, roads, solar
energy, hydrology and meteorology:

"(e) Fhysical and Methematical Research: physics and chemistry;

"(f) Medical, Public Health and Applied “harmacology;

(including Africsrn medicinal plants)."

VI. “xpansion of Higher Jducation facilities.

The CBA has also started to examine the contents of tﬁese
priorities and has, for example, recommended that in view of the
urgency of the need to expand opportunities for scientific training
in Afrieca and having regard to the bigh capital and recurrent costs
of estabiishing new centres, "the 0AU (should) endow chairs in
existing universities in the disciplines specified under the

future scientific prosgramme outlined Iisewhere below.
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VII. PFisheries:

Furthermore, the Scientific Council of Africa (CSA) noted that
in Fisheries, there is at present plernty of competition by foreign
trawlers fishing in the seas around Africa. It therefore "recommends
that the OAU suould look into the problem of territorial waters,"

o
and that member States should "extend their territorial waters up fo

the twelve mile limit as has been done elswwhere in the world in

order to reserve rescurces within these limite for national use,"

VIIT. Attendance at Meetings:

The USA has raised one urgent but new problem which deserves
attention even though the Finisterial Cormission has not considered it.
The problem concerns attendance at meetings and the comments of the

CSA read:

"Phe problem of poor attendance at the meetings of the TSi
was discussed at length, and the CSA expressed deep concern at
the failure of meny of the members to participate in the meetings.
The CSA emphasized the need for i-proving the present state of
affairs in order to enable African Scientists to play their vital role
in the achievement of the objectives of the VAU. It notes that
under the aegis of the CCTA there was ro difficulty in obtaining
good attendance because the Jrganization met the full costs of the
participating members. It observes, however, that the OAU has
insistsd that travelling expenses of the members should be met by
the respective Stutes individually. The CSA recommends that the
0iU be requested again to orcate a centrel fund for the travelling
of GSA members in order to make fuller use of the continent's

Scientists who are so vital to the Organization's aspirations.”

The Secretariat has already circulated the detailed recommen-
datione of the CSA meeting vide ddcument BSCHC/25 to Menber States

for their atténtion and that of their technical officers.
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O: Joint and Co-operative Projects:

I. Rinderpest Campaign:

The mase vaccination of cattle against rinderpest has continued.
Phase II of the project which started in 1964 will be completed at
the ond of 1967. This Fhase covers Ivory Coast, Dahomey, Ghana,
Upper Volta, Mali, Figer, Togo and Figeria. Up to now, 8.8 million
of the 9 million cattle in these areas have been vaccinated. The
Secretariat hopes that the few remaining cattle will be covered
before the ehd of 1967. Phase III which started in Chad, Mauritania,
Gambia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia, Mali and Upper Volta
late in 1966 is prosressing a.cording to plan. There has been some
difficulty in obtaining +three c¢r four additional qualified veterinarians
t» assist some member S%ates on the project. The Secretariat is
making relentless efforts to obtain the services of these veterinarians
so that the tempo of the mass vaccination may be maintained in these
States. At a technical meeting in Dakar in July, 1967, the position
of the projects was reviewed. The experts of lember States were
satisfied that the health of cattle has improved considerably in all

States and outbreaks of the disease are now negligible.

The Secretariat would like to repeat the appeal of the CSA to
Dastern States where the scourge is still a menace to cattle. The
success of joint action in Western States should guide us in the Bast.
The Secretariat cannot take action unless member Stztes concerned are’
willing to co-operate. In February, officials of the Secretariat
disoussed this urgent problem with the delegations of Lthiopia,
Somalia, Kenya, Uganda, Sudan and Tanzania. Letters were delivered.
to the delegations with requests for an early reply to enable the
Secretariat to take definitive and positive action. &> far, only FEthiopia
and Somalia have sent replies. The Secretariat would appreciate
early attention on the part of Sudan, Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania. It
may again be emphasized that unless a comparable mass vaccination
campaign, covering the whole of Fgstern Africa, is carried out,
individual nztional efforts will be stifled by movement of trace-

and/or refugee-cattle across the border from neighbouring States.
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ITI. Trypahosomiasis:

This is a uniguely tropical ifrican scourge of both man and
animals. The OAU has been encouraged by the routine research
activities in progress in Bobo-Dioulasso (Upper Volta), Kaduna (Nigeria)
EARTO (Ugan@a) and in other Velerinary Laboratories in Member States.
Barly in November 1966 research workers were brought together at the
meeting of the OAU International Scientific Council on Trypano-
somiasis Research (ISCTR). The Soientists discussed, among other things,
the progress of resear*h on this problem, methods of field control
of the disease and possible‘éradicétion campaigng in seléected regions
of %he continent, The meeting suggested that Membéf States should apply
known methods of bhecking the disease by clearing and spraying, It
was recognised, however, that doncerted action dgainst the disease
by contiguous contries could only be taken in limited areas like the
Kissi area of Guinea, ILiberia, Chad, Niger and Cameroun, The cost
of & field campaign like the rinderpest campaign would be very high,
and yet it was not established that such a2 campaign would be an
effective check on the disease. The Secretariat will continue to
encourage research on trypanosomiasis until a break-through ie

achieved in the development effort to eradicate the disease.

ITII. Contagious Bovine Fleuro-preumonia (CBPP) ~ J.r. 16

Aocordiﬁg to the latest Teport from a joint OAU/FAO/OIE
experts meeting held in Khartoum, in Februgry, 1967, the CBPP research
project known as J.1.16 has made some progress towards developing
an efficient vaccine against the disease., The project was laurched
some four years ago with financial and technical assistance from
EEC, USAID and UK technical assistance. Lately the United Fations
Development Fund has been helping the C2PP researc) project in Sudan.
Research work has been going on at the East African Veterinary
Research Organization (3AVRO) laboratory in Xenya, Farcha in Chad,

Hann in Senegal and Vom in Nigeria.

Up to now, different types (or strains) of CBEP vaccines have
been used in different countries with varying success, Some
countries (Australia) use V.5 vaccine successfully, others (West

ifrica) use T.3 broth vaccine and KHyJ broth vaccine, while T.l broth
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culture veccine has been widely used with success in local eradication
campaigns in Uganda and parts of Tanzawia. Whilst there might be

some who &till doubt the value of CBPP vaccines, the experts who me%
in Khartoum agreed that effective vaccination raised the mean level

of resistance in a herd and that field experience in béth Avstralia

and Africa over many years supported the value of vaccination.

At the Khartoum meeting of experts, it was revealed that a
combined vaccine against both rinderpest and CBPP has been devel.ped
at the Farcha Laboratory in Chad. If this vaccine finally proves
sufficiently e:fective, it will save lienber Stztes some expenditure

in the fight against the two diseases.

IV. Cereal Crops Research (J.I.26):

The basic experimental work on the improvement of Cereal Urops
which has bgen in proszress for the .ast two years has continued
during the period under review. The project seeks the co-ordination
and reinforcement of research aimed at improved varieties and culti-
vation methods of the major cereal crops namely, maize, millet and
gorghum. These cereals comprise an important element of the food
of the people in savannah zones of Africa. During the period under
review, improved grains of cereals wiich had been developed at the
Institute of Agricultural Research, Ahmadu Bello University (head-
cuarters of the project) were distributed to all Member States
co-operating in the scheme, the objective being to encourage the
mulﬁipliéatibn of these improved and resistant varieties in the
first instance at experimental stations of !.ember St.tes and, when
this has been proved to be guitable, under all relevant conditions,
the seed will find themselves in ‘the hands of farmers through the
medium of the Agricultural Extension Services of Member States.

So far, co~operation in tuis activity covers Uganda, Kenya,
Tanzania (FAFRO) Figeria, Camercon, Ethiopia, Ghana, Ivory Coast,

Senegal, Upper Volta, Niger, Chad, lMalawi and Zambia.
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D: General:s

I. filechnical Bureaux:

The'Inter—African Bureau for Amimal Health (IBAH), Inter—iAf.ican
Bureau for Soils (BIS), Inter-ifrican Phyio-Saritary Commission (In 8C)
and the Joint Futrition Commission are functioning as usual. The
transfer of BIS and TAPSC to africa will of course affect the flow
of their work to some extent. The Secretariat hopes that by early
1968, these organs will be in a position to resume normal activities

as in past years.

II1. Miscellaneous:

Sales of technical publications have been at the usual level
during the year. :evenue from this source has been on an average of
1,500 U.S. dollars per month. The following new technical publica-

tions were published during the year of reports

Price:
Bulletin of Episootic Diseases of sifrica 2. 10. O
(Four numbers per year)
ifrican Soils (Three numbers per year) 2, 10. 0
Symposium or the Maintenance and Improvetent
of Soil Fertility (Khartoum, 1965) 2, 10. 0
C.S.A. Specialist Meeting oun Urustaceans 4. 0.0
11th Meeting of ISCTR (Trypanosomiasis) 1., 5.0
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(iii) Proposed Programmes in Science, Teschnology and Research for

the Immediate Future:

Assuming that the recommendationsof the Scientific Council of
Africa will be accepted by the other organs of the OAU; the programme
in Sciemce, Technology and Research for the immediate future 1is
presented here ag drawn from the deliberations and recommendations of
that organ. As is very well known, most Member States have a scarcity
of trained persornel in Scientific skills such as in geology,
electronics, meteorology, climatology, medicine, hydrology, veterinary,
physics, mathematics and cceanography. Although this scuroity is very
evident in most Member States, it is to be noted that these are
mainly skills in which the work-load is such that one person oan
cover a very wide field and also generate sufficient work for many
persons of lesser qualifications. The demand for such specialized
skills is, therefore, comparatively small. Because of that, and
considering the stzge in development of most, if not, all Member
States of the OAU, it may be assumed that only a few trained persons
in each group would be required to meet the available work in
individual Stztes with continuing training catering for increases in
that work. Normally, it would be too expensive for each state to
establish a training centre for training each of the skills concerned
gseeing that only a small number of personnel with the specialized
ékilis is required in each case. But when demand for these specialized
skills is considered on a continental basis, and when considering
thst the economic and mocial development in Member States is slowly
" gathering momentum, one would be justified in stating that there would
be sufficient candidates from all Member States to use to the maximum
the facilities that would be offered by one continental training
centre in each of the specialized skills mentioned. It is because
of these considerations that the General Secretariat proposed in
document ESCHC/4 that the 0.U should consider the establishment of
continental training and research institutions - which would be
considered as Africa's Centres of Excellence for training and research
ins—

Conbe/eaves. 3P



0N/ 169
Page 36

Geology. and r.inerologys

. ‘Climatology and Keteorologys
Tropical l.edicine and Fublic Health;
. Electronios; and

. Hydrology.

LS R OSSO

The case for each of the above centres is covered in that
dooument to whioh attenbion is invited. The Soientific Counoil of
Afriea not only accepted the proposals made by the General Sscretariat
in this respect, but in fact went further to recommend {vide Recommenda-

tion III) that these should be expanded as followe:—

1. Geology, Geophysics and Minerologys;
2, Climatology and lieteorologys;

3, Hydrologys

4. Human Medicine (preventive and social medicine) and
Pharmacology (sfrican medicinal plants)s

5. Food Science and Technology;

6. Veterinary Medicine;

7. Physics and Mathematios (including Electironics and
Research in Solar Bnergy)s and

8. Oceanography, Marine Biology and Fisheries.

The General Secretariat hopes that Member States will endorse
the Scieptific Council's acceptence of the su,_gestion of establishing
continental centres in training and research in gpecialized fields
to cater for all Member States. Such a move would not only ensure
that Africa trains its own citizens in the specialized skills
required to exploit to the maximum its own natural resources and
to man other vital national services, but also to ensure that
ifrica obtains accelerated development in economic and social
spheres. The proposed method of establishing the Centres of
Bxcellence in training and research, using as suggested, the pooled
finaneial and intellectual resoufces of Member States, would ensure
that the cost to individual Mewber States of training such

specialized personnel is the minimum possible in the circumstances
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surrently obtaining in Africa. 4fter Stating the above, the General
Secretariat would suggest that Hember States should accept in
principle the establishment of Centres of Excellence in training
and research in the specified scientific fields as recommended by
the CSA., Further, Kember States are invited tb diredt that the
General Secretariat should, with the help of the United Nations
Specialized Agencies, make a thorough study of the materizl needs,
conditions and costs of establishing Centres of Excellence in Africa
in’ Geology and Mineralogy, Climatology and Meteorology, Puman Medicine
and Public Health, Electronics and Eydrology and present the results
of the studies to the Council of Ministers together with & programme

for their establishment.

Although the Centres of Tixcellence as conceived in dooument
SCHC/4 and as recommended Ly the Scientific Couroil of Africa
envisaged not only the training of Africans in the specialized skills
covered but also the undertaking of appropriate research in those
fields, the General Secretariat considered it necessary and the CSA
also recommended, that it is vital to establish research programmes in
fields in which Africa stands to gain through rapid exploitation
of its natural resources or through increasing productivity. In
document ESCHC/5 the General Secretariat endeavoured to identify areas
in which such research could besiore early maximum benefits to
individuwal OAU lMember States. The fields selected by the Secretariat

and which have been endorsed by the CSA include research in:-

1. Solar Energys;

2. Grain Storage;s

3. Seed Improvements

4. Endo- and Ecto-parasites in economice livestock; and

5. Ocean and harine Biology.

The reasons why the five fields are selected as a start for
concentrated and co-ordinated research in Africa have been covered in
that document. It is to be noted that previously the Scientifio
Council of Africa had recommended and the competent organs of the
OAU had already approved that research should be undertaken, among

others, in these fields, and in its Recommendation XVIII entitled
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Wppiorities for Scientific Research and Development in Africa' the
CS4 once again cutlined the areas in which reseasrch is necessary

if this is to play its rightful role in helping in the rapid
development of economic and social services in Africa.. That
recommendation gives the priority list of the CS8A in the field of
scientific research and development in Africa. The list that the
General Secretariat presented in document ESCHC/5 is an attempt

to pick out from the pricority list what research programmes appear
to regquire a small effort to yield large results and which could

be managed eamsily in the first instance. lember States are invited
to direct the General Secretariat to undertake the necessary
formulation of plans to initiate research progrummes as recommended
in document ESCHC/5 in Solar energy, Grain storage, Seed improvement,
Fndo- and Fcto-parasites in economic livestock and in Ocean &and
marine biology. Incidentally, the United Fations Advisory Committee
on the Application of Science and Technology to Development
(UNAC2ST) and the Fconomic Commission for Africa are already in
consultation with the General Secretariat in this connection and

it is hoped to undertake joint action in scientific research and
development in Africa. The same joint approach applies to the

general growth and application of science and technology.

Although training and research in oceanografby, marine biology,
gea and inland fisheries are subjects that are covered in the research
programmes dealt with above, it is felt that these subjects merit
special mention here. In document ESCHC/23 the CGeneral Secretariat
attempted to indicate the importance of training personnel both at
the higher and middle levels in oceanography and fisheries. The
aim here is to ensure that the fishes found in oceans surrounding
Africa and the fish potential in these and the inland waters is
used to the maximum benefit to Hember States. It is re—emphasized that,
every effort should be made now to train Africans in cceanograihy
and fisheries so that the rich harvest that can be obtained from
oceans and inland waters may be reaped to the benefit of Menber
States. To ensure that the natural resources fto be found in

territorial watersare reserved only for the use of nationals of
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Member States, it is strongly suggested that coastal lember States
which have rot yet done so should extend their territorial waters
to the maximum of 12 miles limit allowsd by the inited Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea (vide articlesl, 3, 6 and 66 of

the report of that Conference).

While the foregoing has dealt, among others, with the training
of the highest _ossible skills in the spet.ified fields, it is to
he noted that the application of those s&lills would be seriously
hindered and in some casges rendered useless 1f there were no middle
grade personnel to carry out the related work invelved. It has
already been stated that there is a scarcity of middle grade personnel
in soientific disciplines, and in its Recommendation XV the Seientific
Council of Africa once again emphasized the need for QAU Iember
States to undertake as soon as possgible the training of these middle
grade personrel in seientific diseiplines. It further recom ended
that firancial provision should be made and scholarships should
be offered by Member States to ensure the early establishment of
programmes for that training. Fember States are invited to direct
that the General Secretariat of the 04U should draw up training
schemes in this connecticn to be connected with the establishment of

Centres of “xcellence or with existing institutions.

Incidentally the Scientific Council recommended that the
General Secretariat's proposal for the establishment of an inter-
African Bureau in Mechapization of Azriculture in Botswana (vide
document ESCHC/9) should be postponed for the present pending the
carrying out of relevant specified studies by the Gereral Secretariat.
Siailarly, the Scientific Council postponed the founding of an OAU
Scientific Journal (document BSCHC/6) and the Establishment of a
Museum for African Natural history (document BSCHC/6).

It is the CGeneral Secretariat's view that hecause of the demands
in the developing countries for the raising of standards of living
obtaining, and in view of the general state of international politics
ag currently practised in the world, OAU Meuber States should not expect
much help from individuszl devzloped countries in the training of
Africans in specialized skills such as geology, minerology,

electronics, veterinary, oceanography, human medicine, physics,
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mathematios and similar skills. For these are the gkills which

the developed countries are also inh greatl demand of and hexnce

cannot be spared - exoept at considerable cost or strings -

to other countries. Africa with the help from the United Tations
and other friendly sources car:make every effort now to establish
its own Centres of Zxcellence for training its own citigens in
specialized fields and for undertaking research in those fields to
ensure that its own economic, sooial, scientific and teohnoloéical
development grows fast enougﬁ t0 ensure the early attainment of the
highest levels- of standards of living existing anywhere in the world.
The programme proposed by the General Secretariat in science,
technology and research, and in particular; in the training of
Africans in the specialized scientific skills both at the higher
professional level and at the middle grade level ig designed to
initiate actiorn in these very importent matters and to create the
necessary infrastructure foﬁzgﬁéfﬁ%ﬁé and research in Africa. MNember
States are invited to accept that the proposed actions should be

undertaken as directed by the competent organs of the OAU.

AFRICAN CULTURE

(a) General:

Culture may be defined as the habitual and homogeneous modes of
living and expression of a given commurity. These modes of living
and exyression usually include traditions, ceremonies, drama,
literature, dances, songs, musical instruments, fine art (paintings,

sculptures, etc.) handicrafts and household utencils, furniture, etc.

Handicrafts and paintings are some of the most important
expression of the African people and to understand and appreciate
them is to undersitand and appreciate the cultural heritage. In
both handicraft and painting arts the raw material used whether it
" be grass, wood, stone, or pigments, are used to carry the thoughts
of a craftsman or artist, making something to fulfil a useiul

purpose; or to expre-s a deep conviction of stirring experience.

Conte/eoass.41



CM/169
Page 41

The sensitive craftsman, although setting out to make a chair or
bagket, is struggling alsc with the principle of designh which a
sculptor manipulates, that is, form, texture and colour with the
due regard to balance, proportion,; sequence; contrast, harmony and
rhythm.

The important fact in creztive work is that human imagination
has, through the working of man's hands, been impressed uﬁon the raw
materials he has used and therefore, .in ageless atone, or less
permanent wood, his thought remain enshrined long after he's gone,

The value of the stone, or other materials, is infinitesmal compared
with the new meaning which has been given to it or the representational
value that has been thus created. Naturally, since all human beings
differ from one another in their talents and ability, so the value of

the work they produce varies considerably.

Turning to the other african cultural aspects such as tribal
traditions, music, folk-songs, drama and instrumental music, one
finds such a variety that it is impossible to make one general statement
that would satisfy all. There are hundreds of tribes in Africa and
consequently bundreds of different cultures toé. Each tribal oculture
hags its own identity, its own methods of expressing things and ite
own versions of human experiences. Uost of the historical ococurences
that have taken place and which have helped to mould the culture of
a2 given community, whether they be wars, disease epidemics, famine,
witehCraft or superstitions, to mention a few, have left behind them
permanent distinguishing marks on the culture of any given group of
peéple in Africa. These marks and expressions of them vary considerably
from one group to ancther, hence the richness and fertility of Africa's
culture. In order to learn about and compare these different cultures,
there is a need for festivals on African Culture. This need is not
something that is now just being felts it had been recognized from
the time the CAU was founded. Mentioning it here merely repeats

vwhat is known: Africa needs a regular cultural festival.
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African traditions are mumerous and of considerable interest.
For exampies many tribes in Africa accept and practice polygamy,
pay bride price so that a man can have as many wives as he can
afford. But the couritship and marriage ceremonies differ from ohe
tribe to another. Some tribes circumcise both men and women, some
circumcise just the men while others do not cirsumcise either men
or women. In either case, the importancé and ceremonies that are
attached to these traditions vary considerably from one tribe to
another. These are just two examples but they emphasize the fact
that African traditions are not altogether homogeneous. There are
variations to many of the African customs that make these cultures

so colourful.

Music is another aspect of the African culture that defies
any generalization that any one would like to make. Much of the
African music is characterized with emotional vigour and sometimes
with "wild" and explosive feelings which are often misunderstood
by foreigners. But to the indligenous people, this is Just one
effective method of getting a certain message across to the listeners
or to a particular person. The african mﬁsicians, whether they be
vocal singers who sing folk songs or other kinds of music, or whether
they be those who produce instrumental and vocal music combined or
just those who play certain instrumental music, they all have one
thing in common - to bring a desired effect on their listners, or
to be understood by a particular person. Quite often they have been
successful in causing laughters or tears, or hysterical terror to
their audiences. But again the degree of achieving these things
varies considerably from one musician t¢ another and from one tribe
to another. A festival for such music would be among other things
quite edﬁcational. Education in varied cultures is bettet transmitted

through regular festivals.

A good education should not only teach about the greatest
achievement of mankind but should also, among other things, impart
standards of judgement enabling oue to some extend to assess those
" achievements for oneself., This can best be done by comparing one
piece of work with another and evaluating their merits. G&aduaily those
works which are only copies will be pushed on one side and only those

which are original, vital and add something of importance to man's
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experience will be found capable of giving that appreciation;
understanding and satisfaction that are frequently sought in these

caseB.

In order to be able to achieve what has been described
above it is necessaryto organize festivals and exhibitions of the
components of various African Cultures, for example; exhibitions
of African fine art-sculpture,; pazinting,wood carving, etc.;
handicrafts; festivals of music and drama. The field of African
culture is s0 vast and so varied that only by organizing such
activities can one zet to appreciate some of the cultural work by

Lfricans that might otherwise pass away forever uncommended,

(b) Future Programme:

A suitable procedure to follow for organizing one of these
Tegtivals regularly could be as recommended in paper ESCHC/?
entitled "Organization of an All-African PFestival of African Dr@ma,
Folk-songs and Insirumental music", which was supposed to have been
considered by the Commission last May. In that paper it was
yecbmmended that these festivals which should be self-sufficient
financially, be organized to take place every two years and that
the Member States would be called upon to pay participation fees

only.

This method of financing the festival is similar to the one
used in the All African Games, the Olympic Games and other similar
regular meetings of sportsmen. For example, each of the 29 Indepe—
ndent African States that took part in ithe first 4ll African Games
that were held in Brazszaville, Congo,; were requested to pay
300,000 E.F. to cover the costs of staging the games. In the new
congtitution under which the 2nd All African Games will be held in
Bamako, Mali, 1969, the clause concerning the costs reads as followss

"The General Assembly (of the Cames) will fix the finarmcial

quota, to be paid by each country which willlbe a pro-rata

rate based on the number of participating athletes and

seconde."”
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This method could lead to an impassé should a large number of
states refuse to send participants. The 0AU would therefore be
called upon to guarantee the festival against such unforeseable and
unlikely losses. Under the provposed method of financing the
festival, each liember State would each pay a flat portion of the
expected costs, and the rate could be attached to a fixed number
of participants. Any increase over that number of participants
could be subject to commensurate increase in subscription above the
basio minimum payment. Other variations can be agreed upon. For
example, in the Olympics in 1964 in Japan, thé Government of Japan
provided all services against the flat rate per country as mentioned
above but each gtate - team had to pay for food separately., The
Pestival would be expected to defray its costs from participation

fees and from gate fees. Donations would be most welcome.

The Charter permits the QAU to.take such actions as would
ensure that sfrican cultures are cultivated, developed and given a
forum for expression to enrich our Africammes. Therefore the
present proposal to sponsor a Yself-financing" All African Festival
of Afrioan drama, folk-songs and instrumental music is an appropriate.
measure in that direction. Member States are invited to accept the
organization of these regular festivals, and to direct that the

General Secretariat should take appropriate and early action.

GENERAL RELATED SUBJECTS

Besides the documents covered above, the General Secretariat
has prepared proposals in certain related fields which do not
necessarily fall under any one of the headings that have been covered

so far. These are now taken up one by one: .

(a) ¥atural Resources:

(i) Preliminary Draft ifrican Convention for the Conservation

of Nature and Natural Resources - Document ESCHC /19

The history behind this first preliminary'draft is already
¥nown to Member States. It was at the request of the OAU that the

International Union for the Conservetion of Fature was reguested to
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draw up a convention with the assitance of UNESCO and TAO, covering
the conservation of nature and natural resources. The IUCK

produced a draft which bhas already been circuiated to Iiember States
{vide Tote. Fo. SR 10/2/10 of 31lst Januarys; 1967). It should

be mentioned that compared to the London Cunvention of 1933 which

ig still being appried in this particular field, the uresent draft
allows African States, which are the ones concerned, to discuss

and agree upon what should be included in the convention dealing with
the conservation and preservation of nature and natural resources.
The aim here is to have such a convention as will be applicable
throughout the African continent and which,-whil? ensuring that rare
species of plants, animals and other natural habitats are preserved
for posterity; gives man the necessary room to develop himself to

the highest standard of living pqssible. It is hoped that the amend~
ments that mey be forthcoming will not delay the finalization of

this draft at this session and that it may be put to the issembly

of Heads of State and Government for necessary approval, pending

national ratification.

(1ii) Draft Fhyto-Sanitary Convention for Africa -
Document ESCHC/18:

After considerable discussions among African experts, it was
decided to revise the previous phyto-sanitary convention and
introduce one that would cover the whole continent. At present
African States come under a number of phyto-sanitary conventions.
The purpose of a phyto-sznitary convention is to ensure that
existing plant diseases are eliminated or controlled and that
stringent measures are taken to avoid the introduction of new
plant diseases to Africa from outside, or from one state into another.
When it is realized, for example; that the coffee disease and the
cocoa disease (swollen shoot) can destroy and render useless a whole
cropy; thus spelling financial difficulties for the families
depending on them, it will be accepted, it is hoped, that there is
a need to eliminate existing plant diseases and to take measures
to prevent the introduction of new diseases into /frica. TFor this

purpose, it is necessary to have protective and preventive regulations
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that a ply throughout Africa and Lence the phyto-sanitary convention.
Here again it is hoped that that c.rvention will be passed to the
Assembly of Heads of State and Goverament for finalization, and

thence to Me.ber States for ratification.

(iii) Study Programme for the General Secretariat:

In ite functions, the General Secretariat, which was areated
mainly as an administrative and executive unit of the CAU, has the
duty, among others, of placiig at the disposal of the Specialized
Commissions "technical ........... services that may be requested
for in relevant fields." Stretching the coverage of this function
allows the General Secretariat to undertake studies which would
enable it to give the specialized Commissions background information
on relevant topics, either on the basis of requests or on the basis
of trends and needs eos gleaned Tronm pronouncements of African leaders
or officials. It is with this background in mind that document
ESCHC/EO on the sudy programme for the CGeneral Secretariat was
written. The three sub,ects that are proposed for study by the
General Secretariat (i.c. Inventorr of ¥inerals, Language problems
and the use of iLtomic Energy for peaccful purposes) all appear in some

of the requests thatthe Specialized Agencies concerned have made.

Minerals provide a2 base for industrialization (by enabling
metal processing or manufaciuring to be undertaken or by providing
foreign curremcy for the establishment of required industries) and
also, they provide incomes with which to raise standards of liéing.
The existence of full and adequate information on the minerals known
to exist within Member States would therefore facilitate any, or all

of these processes.

Language problems prevent easy communiceztions among some
African States, thus pr-venting inter-State trade, communications
or cultural exchanges. The removal of these problems would facilitate
intér-ifrican trade and contacig, which in turn would assist in

the rapid economic dovelopment of Member States.
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The new technigues that use atomic energy in fielde suoh
as medioine, agriculture and industry, stand to benefit developing
countries which do not have to bother about the costs of repercussions
of replacing old existing systems. The presence of a few Africans
who are trained in the use of atomic energy for peaceful purposes
also makes this field one of the few that are ezgily amenable to
group~-treatment, and <s such suitable for the OAU to be irvolved
in. It is because of these that the use of atomic energy for
peaceful purposes was cuoBen for special study by the General
Secretuyriat, All the three sudies fall under the.use of natural

rescurces.

Hember States are invited to endorse the st of items that
the General Secretariat has put forward for special study. It
should be stated that these studies would be underiaken in addition
to normal routine work or to other work that may be put on the

General Secretariat.

(b) Priorities in training schemes:

Although this subject has been covered under various headings
elsewhere above, the General Secretariat considers that it calls
for additional mention. In document BSCHC/8, the General
Secretariat endeavoured to indicate the four main ways in which

the OAU may be involved in training schemes. These are:

(a) (i) “raining finarced wholly by the 0AU,

(ii) Services connected with training which the 0AU

would undertakes
(b) Joint Training schemes -
(i) With i'ember States

(ii) With external international‘organizations;
{c) Training schemes offer-d by Member Statesj; and
(d) Training schemes offered by external international

organizations to the 0AU,
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Member States are invited to consider both the continental,
regional and individual methods in which the OAU could finance and
stimulate training of Africans in the professional gkills as well as
in middle grade skills. HNaturally, all the methods call for an
inereasing use of both financial and intellectual resources, but provided
Member States pool whatever of these resources that %hey hafe,
and provided their training plans are co—ordinated and harmonized,
there could be established a training infrastructure on the African
continent which would ensure anm increasing supply of trained
personnel at all levels, at the minimum cogt to Member States. It ig
hoped that the will and courage to make a start in.oreating that
continental or regional training infpastructure will be forthecoming

from Member States.

(c) The establishment of National Civil Defence Corps:

In document ESCHC/QB the General Secretariat proposed the
establishment of properly co-ordinated and adequately sup: lied
National Civil Defence Corps, which could be used to rescue persons
in trouble or to alleviate human sufferings in disasters such as
earthquakes, floods, cyclones or fires. This move was prompted by
the increase in human losses and sufferings which cccured in other
places, which could have been avoided by having recognized national
e¢ivil defence corps. These occurences confirmed the view that the
existence of civil deferoe corps - which in themselves were initially
congeived as part of a country's war effort to obviate losses among
civilians and property - does not prevent such losses or sufferings
unless there is a clear system of lines of command and leadership
to the highest national level, hence the proposal in document

ESCHC/28.

This proposal to establish national civil defence-corps in
individual Member States, partly concerns health (in the saving of
lives, in treating the wounded and in establishing temporary
anti-disease living conditions), partly nutrition (in the emergency
feeding of those who have lost their homes and food) and partly cultural
(in the attempts to salvage and save cultural items that could be

destroyed.
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Member States are invited to accept and implement this proposal to
establish national civil defence corps as outlined in dooument

ZISCHC/28,

(d) Dealings with the United Nations Specialized Agencies -
Documents ESOHC/lE - 17 inclusive dealing with the draft
agreements between the OAU and UNESCO, FAC, TAEA, WHO and
UNICEF:

The drafts agreements with UNISCO, FAO, IAEA and WHO have
already been circulated to Member States and it is hoped that they
will be finalized by the Assembly of Heads of Stzte and Government
after being approved by the Council of kinisters this year. These
agreements are desipgned to facilitate and smoothen the coeoperation
and relationship between the OAU and the Agencies concerned. It
should be stated that while they are being negotiated, blooming
co-operation and close relationship are continuing aspects of the
contacts between the OAU and the United Nations Specialized Agencies
concerned. The signing of the asreements would merely re.ularise
whatever has been going on between the OAU and these Agencies and
would also help in facilitating extended co-operation in the relevant
fields. Above 2ll, signed agreements will help the planners of
both sides to hatch out programmes or projects of mutual interest,

and which could be undertaken through joint action.

Talking of co—operation and anticipated contacts between
the OAU and the United NMations Specialized Agencies, the General
Secretariat has endeavoured in document ESCHC/lT to indicate possible
lines of development in the near future. That development i=s
expected to concentrate on the training of Africans in various skills
— both professional and middle gzrade personnel — and the establishment
of economic (especially industrial) and social services which
contribute to the réising of gtandards of living. This is a
subject. for further discussion as not all cases have been discussed
here nor has there been an op.ortunity to here the views of Membe?

States within an OAU context. It is hoped that Lember States will
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indioats what they expect to be achieved by cowoporating with the
Unitod Kations Specielizod Agencics and how thoy can maximize the
individual and colleotive bonefits to bse obtained therecfrom. The
draft agroements nlrsady circulated, provide basic framos within
which 21l those and expocted actions can bo carried out, end 1t is
hopsd. that those agreements will now be finalized as far as the
QAU is concorned so that 1968 may sce the beginning of their

implementation.

STAFEF FOSITICN:

The following is the staff dispositiorn in the Cultural
and, Soientific Departmont (including the Scientific Bursaus),

Zgtablish- Posts

Vacan%

ment On iost Offored
Hezadquarters - Professionals T 1 3 3
(4ddis ‘Ababa)
Other 4 1 - 3
Lagos - Profesgionals 6 2 - 4
— Other 22 22 - -
Bangui (B.I.8.)
- Frofessionals 4 1 1 2
~ Othex 6 - 2
Yaounde (I.P.S.B.)
- Profogeionals 2 2 - -
. — Otheor 1+ - - A+
Muguga (I.B.4.H.)
- Profeesionals 3 2 - 1
- Other 4 3 -
Fiamey (Publication Office)
- Professionals 1 *© 1 - -
~ Other 1+ - - 1+
TO0TAL 61+ agE .6 20+

It will be notod from the above that, in the posts that are
most important, .i.e. the profossionals, out of an establishnent

of 23 only 8 are alroady in their posts — the rest being vacant.
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0f the ls vacant posts, only 4 have beon offorcd to possible candi-
datecs, whoso roplios {either positive or nogative) arc awaited.
Should thoy =ccept, then the dispositioh of staff will improve
slightly, although not satisfactorily for the officiont and
adequate porformance of the work imvolved. With the prosont
methods of roeeruiting, whidh werc instituted only this yoar, it

is hoped to fill thc romeining posts during thc current financial
yoar. It should, however, be appreciated thet the soiontifie
disciplines that arc rclovant in this Department arc those in
which only a fow Africans have becn trained, OConssquently, the
domand for such skills by nationel Governmonts and international
organizantione have exhaustod the aveilable candidetes, It is
hoped that in cases of dircct requests to Membor Statoes for
gpocificd perscnnel, which it is hoped to make, somec States may
find it possiblc to rcleasc their nationals for OaU servico, eifher

on o permanocnt bagis or on scocondment.

TO _COICLUDE

This report, which concerns the activitics of the QAU and
proposale, in tho cduc»tional, scicntific, technological; health
and cultural matters, attompts fto lay a sound foundation on which
to build African institutions that will assist MHewber States
"$o harness the natural and human rescurces of our continent for
the total advancement of our peoples in sphercs of bhuman ondeavours" —
to quote the 04U Chartor, Such a found~tion should include the
ast~blishmont in Africa of Centres of DIxcellence for t;aining
Africans to the highost degroc possible in scicntific professions
and in human dovelopment as proposed under Science and Educntion
above, so that Africans may bettor undertake the efficient and
fruitful exploitation of Africa's natural resources. Such a
foundztion should include the co-~ordinated and co~opeorative
efforte in beneficial utilization of the agricultural potential
of Africa as would be the casc if the preoposals for establighing
stocks of food grains, and for using the sshara and semi-desert

lands for cconomic purposes werc acccpted and implemented.
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Suolk a foundation should include co-ordinated and scientifio
oxploitation of Africa's natural resources as suggested in
documents on cceanography, sca and inland fisheries z training
research and on gpecial studies. Such a foundotion should include
co-ordinated and co-operative schemes dosigned to safeguard the
good health of africans as suggostod in the documents on stocks

of vaccines and medicines, on rural hcalth and on national civil

defence corps.

The process of laying such a foundaticn has just started,
but needs to be translated intc concrete things, such ag thosse

proposed here.

With its political and specialized organs, plus its General
Secretariat, the OAU has the mechinery for conceiving and
implementing the projects and programmes concerned, provided thereo
ig the will znd courage to make a start with the available
finarncial and intellectual resources. Outside forces that are
attempting to detract the OAU from those responsibilitios, or
evan to neutralize and sliminate it altogether, should be stopped
from doing sc. Internal forces that oreato obstzoles or bring
in disruptive influences should be the subject of open discussion,
of a compromiss where possible and in any caso, of & settlement in

the interest of the majority.

Member Stetes are invited to consider these proposals
with the knowledge that the OAU Charter has directed that in order
"to harness the natural and human resources of our continent for
the total advancement of our peopie in spheres of human endeavour",
the Member Stetes are expected to "intensify their co-operztion and
activities in educational, cultural, scientific, technological,
research, health, sanitation and nutrition fields - among others.
It is hoped that liember States will accept these proposals and
direct that they be implemented, so that some of the objectives of the
OAU, as outlined in its Charter, may be translated into concrete achieve-

ments aimed at raiszing the standarde of living obtaining in Africa.

JULY, 196 7.
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