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SOCIAL, SCIEtjTIFIC AND TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION 

The Cultural and Scientific Department of the General Sec

retariat of the OAU, would ideally like to include in its report, 

the stage of implementation of the various programmes of the Special

ized Commissions which it services, general activities in the fields 

allocated to those Commissions! as weil as an attempt to indio~te 

future fruitful fielda of endeav6uri Owihg to the fact that the 

meetings of the Specialized Commissions were ~uspended pending the 

decision of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government on the 

proposed institutional changes, there is nothing to report on th~· 

implementation of programmes as previous reports to the Council of 

Ministers covered whatever there was to report. This position will 

however change soon as the Commissions concerned, that is the Scien

tific, Technical and Research Commission, the Educational and Cultural 

Commission, and the Health Sanitation and Nutrition Commission, are 

expected to meet in accordance with the decision of the Assembly that 

is to meet this November 1966. Meanwhile, a report has to be made on 

the activities of the General Se,oretariat for the period February

October 1966, This report is in two parts, Part I covers general 

reporting of the Cultural and Scientific Department, while Part II 

covers specific activities of the Scientific, Technical and Research 

Commission. 

It is important, and very necessary that the OAU Specialized 

Commissions should meet, For, while the suspension of their meetings 

was on, the OAU~eoame too involved in political matters- as indeed 

it should- while its other equally important activities were eclipsed •. 
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In its development, and in the execution of its functions the OAU can 

only hope to fulfil t4e hopes and expectations of the Africans if it 

equally all<;>.oates its time and resources to political as well as to non

political matters even if it is admitted that in Africa today it is diffi

cult to exclude politics from any field, In this context therefore, 

the OAU, through its Commissions, should try and establish its priorities, 

Once these are established, as and when funds and other things permit, 

they would be implemented to the advantage of the Africans. These prior

ities could be drawn up from the accepted programmes of the Commissions, 

for vittually all Commissions have endorsed a three or five year programme 

within their fields of competence, Here one is merely repeating the 

obviousi but, it is necessary to remind ourselves of these things constant

ly for there is alot that should be done, The General Secretariat, with

in its terms of reference will do its uttermost to ensure the success 
' of any programme that it is called upon to ad~iniSter within the OAU 

Charter, 

PART I 

As for the period between the February Session of the Council 

of Ministers and October 1966, the Cultural and Scientific Department 

of the General Secretariat has busied itself i.n three directions, 

Firstly, it has endeavoured to send representatives to as many meetings 

of the U.N. Specialized Agencies as could be managed. Secondly, it 

has embarked on a programme of writing Study Papers on subjects that 

would appear to demand urgent action, and which also are amenable 

to a joint African aP:roach, and, thirdly it has been engaged in re

cruiting the staff for the Department as approved in the establishment, 

In the period under consideration the Department sent represent

atives to many international meetings i.noluding the 19th Assembly of 

the VI orld Health Organization, the 16th Session of the 1fHO Regional 

Committee for Africa, the Seminar on the Status of·Teachers by UNESCO, 

the annual Conference of the International Atomic Energy Agency, the 

annual meeting of the Executive Board of UNICEF and the ECA meeting on 

Man-power Planning and Training. It is intended to send a represent

ative to the Food and Agricultural Organization's Regional Meeting 

for Africa during November 1966. This is an indication of the Departkent's 
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desire to develop and strengthen close co-operation between the OAU 

and the U.N. and its family of Specialized Agencies. This process 

has other advantages. 

Attending meetings of international organizations enables the 

Department to be informed of and learn about the latest thinking on 

the topics that may be under discussion. It also gives the Department 

an opportunity to hear about the experiences and problems, not only of 

the organizations concerned, but also of the countries that are represented. 

By thus being informed, the Department would be better placed to indicate 

to OAU Member States, pitfalls that could be expected in a given situ

ation. Of equal importance is the chance to discover the areas in a 

given field, in which the OAU could apply its efforts to the maximum. 

benefit to Member States without duplicating on existing programmes. 

Besides the dbove invaluable advantages, there are some obvious ones like 

i~arnirlg at first hand, how these other organizations operate, how the 
i . 

OAU can utilize their facilities and how to create a fav~arablevOAU 

:l.ma:ge among :_them. .il.s the~·orga.niza t:l,ons ooricerb.ad send full reports to 

their members -which includes OAU Members, it is not considered nece

ssary to mention here the topics discussed at the meetings. At present, 

since the OAU is just beginning to spread its feelers into various 

activities, the representatives at these meetings continue to have only 

one function, that is of being effective observers in the uay outlined 

above. Later, it may be possible to use such meetings as part of the 

0AU 1 s continuing efforts to fulfil its obligations as laid down in its 

Charter. This latter aspect will be helped very much by the conclusion 

of agreements of co-operation and association between such organizations 

and the OAU. 

At present, agreements with UNESCO, F.A.O., fiHO, IAEA and 

UNICEF - that is, those that concern the Cultural and Scientific Depart

ment- are in various stages of preparation. The draft agreement with 

UNESCO has been referred to Member States and to UNESCO for comment. 

Several replies have been received including one from UNESCO. After 

being considered by the joint ad hoc Committee that was created for this 

purpose, these replies will be placed before the Commissions concerned 

when they next meet. The preliminary draft agreement with FAO was based 

on the one with UNESCO, and this has been submitted to the former organ-
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to the Commission (s) concerned for preliminary :.->tting, As for the 

agreement with the WHO, the necessary contacts have been made between 

the two Secretariats, and there has been an exchange of correspondence 

on the subject. It is hoped to commit the vari~us articles to paper, 

so that the draft may be placed before the appropriate Commission at 

its next meeting, The position with regard to the agreem~nt with 

UNICEF is similar to the one for WHO which is outlined immediately 
' above, As for the IAEA, one draft has already been received from them, 

and it will be brought before the. Commission (s) concerned for consider

ation. This is the position as far as the U.N, Specialized Agencies 

are concerned, So far, no directive has been received from the compet

ent organs of the OAU to the effect that an agreement of association 

br co-operation should be signed with other organizations outside the 

U.N. family. A fuller account of these and other agreements may be 

found in the paper on the OAU relationship with international organ

·izations, which is to be presented to this Session of the Council of 

Ministers, 

The Department has also been involved in preparing study papers 

on some of the problems that face the Member States. One such problem 

is that of providing training facilities for the training of skilled 

or specialized personnel in various disciplines, The Department con

siders that the training of personnel with specialized skills, through 

which it is hoped to achieve a balanced progress in all aspects of a 

nation's life, should receive priority treatment, To this end, it has 

already circulated to Members, opportunities for training middle-grade 

scientific technicians under an OAU Training Scheme, A modest sum of 

US$ 20,000.- has been set aside for this purpose in the current budget. 

For the present, the scheme coyers, among others, training for Profes~

s!ionaJ. air pilots; aeronautical metereologists, teleprinter operators, 

aircraft maintenance engineers, and wild-life inspector/supervisors. 

This scheme is referred to more fully in Part II of this report which 

covers specific activities of the ST.RC. It is later hoped to expand 

this to include other fields, 

To increase the number of trained personnel in the use of atomic 

energy for peaceful purposes, the Department has already written to 

two organizations asking fo:r. il.etails of what they can offer. It is 
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intended to obtain training in such fields like the use of medical 

isotopes, the use of radiation for preserving foods that deteriorate 

quickly, the use of radio-active mate.rial in agriculture e.g. for pro

ducing seeds of higher.yields and the use of atomic energy for pro

ducing fresh water from sea 11ater, There are ot\J.er aspects of this 

fascinating aspect of science, which can be utilized for the benefit 

of Africans at the present stage of development. If favourable replies 
' are received from the two organizations, then those !~ember States who 

have already indicated that they require training opportunities in the 

use of atomic energy for peaceful purposes; wi+l be contacted, 

In this connection of training personnel, it is pleasing to report 

that \wo Member States have already offered a variety of training oppor

tunities to African candidates, The States concerned are the United 

Arab Republic and Tunisia (vide the General Secretariat's Note No, 

EDC ·50/3 of August 4, 66.) The offers that were made are many and 

different, and vary in periods froQ a few months to several years. 

These actions, reflecting as they do that inter-dependence and self

help spirit that now exist among OAU ~!ember States, are very much 

appreciated and encouraged, Some more offers have been received from 

other states, and these will be circulated in the near future, It is 

hoped that African candidates will take full advantage of these offers, 

for it is necessary to use to the maximum whatever training facilities 

that are available within Member States, before making requests for 

such facilities outside Africa. It is sincerely hoped that more of 

such offers will be forthcoming from Member States. 

It has been recognized that unless the formal educational systems 

in Member States, produce enough candidates with the right education, 

there would be few or no candidates to take up such offers of training, 

It has been found that most African educational systems have a shortage 

of teachers at all levels - to such an extent that only a small per

centage of the school-age children get vacancies to learn. This in 

turn leads to a shortage of candidates for training institutions 

including teacher training ones. It also leads to a scarcity of trained 

local personnel to run the services of a given state. Such a state 

can only maintain and expand its existing economic, social and other 

services by hiring expensive expatriate personnel - a state of affairs that is 
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The place to start in attempting to correct 

this apparent vicious circle is to provide adeguate teachers and funds 

for the formal educational system. The Department prepared a general 

study paper OAU/SP/1/EDC which was circulated under cover of a Note 

Verbals ref. No. EDC/50/GEN of lOth Au{sust 1966 on the "Teaoher-Trdning

ing- Accelerated Programme". 

That paper attempted to examine the possible alternatives through 

which an adequate supply of teachers could be obtained, if the shortage 

was treated as a crisis. The possible alternatives examined, varied 

from displaced training of teachers.so that: this could beuaarried out 

during school vacations to compulsory national service in teaching. 

The. paper then went on to examine what role the OAU could play in assis~

ing Member States to increase the supply of teachers. The ideal would 

be for the OAU to build teao_her training institutions, but there are other 

methods open to the OAU which the paper mentioned in general. The paper 

has been referred to Member States for their views and later may be dis

cussed by the Commission concerned. In any case, it is hoped to pursue 

this matter of increasing the supp~y of teachers to Member States in 

whatever method that is open to the OAU. liise investment and calculated 

involvement in this field will enable J.iember States to meet their trained 

manpower requirements, which could lead to an accelerated rate of deve

lopment in all human aspects- a pre-requisite to a balanced progress. 

BesidfS providing for the development of man to the highest level 

of achievement, it is necessary to cater for his bodily .needs -·such as 

adequate food supplies and adequate health services. The Department is 

also involved in studying various ways in which the lot of mankind in 

Africa oan be improved. As and when these studies are completed, they 

will be circulated to !\ember States. One such a paper was circulated 

recently(vide Study Paper No. OUA/SP/2/HSN)whi~h was sent under cover 

of Note No. SOC/70/GEN of l/9/66. The paper dealt with "Preventive or 

Protective Measures against disease epidemics arising from emergencies". 

and advocates the establishment of stocks of vaccines and other medicine 

which can be used to protect populatio?s against the outbreaks of epidemic 

diseases, such as smallpox; typhoid, chplera.or yellow· fever•· 

The need for such supplies, though infrequent, is obvious. The 

aim of such a scheme would be for Afr.ican States to establish jointly 
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owned supplies .of vaccines and other medicine, which could be rushed 

to a Member in need >rhose citizens are exposed to possible out-

breaks of epidemics. A scheme of this kind could be undertaken in 

conjunction >rith the World Health Organization and UNICEF. It was 

discussed informally >ri th some delegations at the recent lniO meeting 

for the African Region, and the reaction was favourable. The vie>rS 

of Member States on the scheme are being a>raited. It is hoped to 

place it before the Commission concerned at its next meeting. How

ever,· it is not out of place to say that the kno1rledge that such OAU 

stocks exist would help to cement the unity of Africans, besides filling 

a gap in our 1;eapons against diseases. 

As more staff are recruited into the Department,. more and more of 

such studies >riii be undertaken, and where appropriate! study papers 

will be prepared and ?irculated to Membe~ States. The recruitment of 

staff has gone on slower than anticipated, Out of seven at the Head

quarters arld eleven for STRC p~ofessional posts, only eight-have been 

offered to would-be candidates. Only t1;o of those offered are for the 

Headquarters; others are for the S'l'RC and its Scientific Bureaus •. 

Unlike other departments, this Department requires staff who are already 

scarce in Africa, i.e. doctors, scientj.sts of various disc7_plines and 

experienced teachers. However, every effort is being made to attract 

staff with the right qualification and experience to the OAU. It is 

hoped that these efforts will bear fruit before the end of the current 

financial year. 

Looking to the future, one oan say that it is very fertile

begging for some moves to begin tackling the problems that face most, 

if not all, African States. 

On the health side, it is necessary to raise the standard of 

the environmental health in most of African places so that populations 

in such places may be raised above nature's law of survival of the fittest. 

The old adage of prevention is better than cure is still very true in 

the case of tackling diseases, and so, it is imperative that the pop

illations must not only learn about hygienic living, but also be offered 

public sanitation services to ensure healthy living conditions. Water 

should be properly treated, food should be inspected and the contami~ 

nated one rejected, public sanitation should be protected against spreading 
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diseases and hospital and health .centre services should be expahded. 

No one is advocating an overnight change, but a start should be made 

sometime, preferably now, in tackling some of these problems, 

On the nutrition side, the crying needs are two, that is, to 

provide balanced diets to some sections of population?; and to equate 

increases in population with increases in foo~ production, In the 

latter case, the Department has already written to States aroun~ the 

Sahara desert to see what can be done by way of recla:i.matioh of the'· 

desert for food production. Tb.e Guinea T.rawling Survey has also bean 

completed and one can expect an increase in the suppiy of fi~h on the 

West African Coast as a result. All these are desighed to ihcrease 

food production; but a·lo t is yet to be done in other place~; A mui t:i.

lateral attack on increasQd food production should be made, either by 

ezpand.i»g =~ Utld= o.,U ti va. 'tUln Ol: ;!.Dcreasiog crop yi.eld.s per unit 

of land, Here again, no one expects a change over night, but it would 

be consoling to know that a start has been made in these matters in 

every Member State, The OAU Scientific bureaus are expected to contri

bute to this task through pure or applied research, To this end, the 

General Secretariat is re-examining the schedules of work allocated to 

the bureaus, and it is hoped to re-orientate these to the immediate 

research needs of Member States -without ignoring other relevant activ

i tilal1. ;, . 

On the educational side, stadies have to be carried out on the 

following: accelerated teacher training, educational and vocational 

guidance, higher education, financing of educational programmes, 

schooling for nomadic populations, curricula reforms, illiteracy and 

language problems -all of which are included in the Department's 

programme for the 1966/67 financial year. It is hoped to complete 

some of these before the next meeting of the Commission concerned, so 

that some discussions may take place l>'hich could lead to some specific 

action, 

On the c~lt.ua.ll. side the plans of the Department are in the course 

of being drawn up. It is hoped to complete these before the next 

meeting of the Commission concerned, 

In dealing with the future, one has to be brief in a report like 

this one, mainly because more details are usually given to the Commis

si~~ concerned in order. to start the machine rolling on specific 
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ideas. The Assembly of Heads of State and the Council of Ministers 

subsequently receive such ideas in their, completed fcrm - ready for 

a decision. It has also been thought as unnecessary to include in 

this report such matters as the choice of an OAU Emblem, the creation 

of a Pan-African News Agency and the transfer of bureaus from out

side Africa to Africa, because these topics are included on the Agenda 

of this Ses'sion of the Council. 

In concluding this report of the Cultural ar.d Scientific Depart

ment, one needs to re-emphasise that the OAU has unlimited chances 

in Africa in the educational, scientific, health, nutrition and cul

tural fields, There is a lot to be done for example in enstlring that 

every child gets education, everyone has adequate food to sustain him 

and that everyone is not unduly exposed to diseases, Involvement 

in these and other· related fields will justify the creation of the 

OAU1 nourish it in its day to day activities and give it sufficient 

strength and momentum to carry it into the future, There is no doubt 

that, 1d thin the limited means and resources available to Member 

States, support for the OAU and especially for i.ts ·aotivi ties •·t·n the 

educational, heal th1 scientific and cultural fields will al1mys be 

forthcoming. It is up to the conceptial organs, that is the Comrni~

sions., with the prodding of the General Secretariat where necessary, 

to apply their energies and vision to the task of satisfying the 

Africans' expectations of the OAU. The OAU's' efforts should be judi

ciously applied over the whole range of aspects of our existence so 

that no aspect may be left untouched by it. Preparations should now 

be undertaken to provide the means and momentum for the take-off 

of a co-ordinated and united Africa, 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND RESEARCH OOMMISSION 

OAU activities in science, technology and research have continued 

to be carried out by its Scientific, Technical and Research Commission 

whiuh form part II of this Report on Social, Scientific and Teolmical 

co-operation. 

The problems of science and tectmology de nbt know any political 

boundary. It can be:1r repetition to remind ourselves that the gap bet;reen 

the poor and the rich natiohs of the world has continued to widen, This 

widening gulf! due largely to the historical accident of colonialism, 

imperialism and their attendant evils, hots been at the expense of the 

developing countries. By twentieth century standards, material welfare 

and enhanced standard of living have become the lot of the developed 

nations as a result of the conquest of science and technology, In fact, 

the more ready a people are to adapt themselves to the technological age 

the better is their material welfare in the 1960s, 

In view of this position, the Adminstrative Secretary-General is 

delighted to report that the Scientific, Technicalmd Research Commission 

(S.T.R.C.) has been making a reality of inter-african co-operation at 

the technical level given the limited resources at the disposal of the 

General Secretariat. 

By and large, the Comr:tission has be n doing basic research 1rork 

on animal health and food crops; it has continued the work of dissemina

tion of scientific information among Member States by is»uing scientific 

journals of international standard, organizing technical maetings which 

bring technical officers of Member States together to seek solutions to 

urgent problems of the moment and it has given, albeit on a limited basis, 

consultant service to Member States in some fields. During the period 

under review, the Scientific Commission has sponaored exchange of staff 

among Member States, it has encouraged training of personnel and it has 

undertaken studies of some urgent problems that call for urgent solutions, 

In all these, the Administrative Secretary-General records the Secretariat's 

deep gratitude to Member States for their co-operation and unstinted 

support. A resume of the activities which were approved by the Scientific 

Co1.'ncil of Africa (C. S.A.) meeting of December 1965 are as follows:-
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The S.T.R.C. has been actively encouraging inter-african co-operation 

in this field on three main diseases. It has been promoting research on 

Contagious Bovine Pleuro-pneumonia (C.B.P.P.) stimulating reserach in 

Trypanosomiasis and continuing the gigantic field campaign against rinder

pest. 

Contagious Bovine Pleuro-pneumonia Vaccine Research (C.B.P.P.) 

Scientiets are at present at work on the chemical and serological 

fractionation of myco:;.lasma. Some of the 1-1ork has been published in the 

OAU Inter~Afrioan Animal Health Bulletin of Epizootic Diseases. The 
' 

research is in progressm the East African Veterinary Research Organization's 

(E.A.V.R.O. Laboratory in Kenya, Hann Laboratory in Senegal, Vern Laboratory 

in Nigeria and Farcha Laboratory in Chad). An expert panel of scientists 

jointly composed by OAU, FAO, and OIE will meet in Khartoum in February 1967 
to review the progress in thib research and possibly extend its scope. The 

experts will also undertake a short training course in research technique 

for young specialist Veterinarians at Khartoum Laboratory. 

So far, some results have been obtained from this research activity, 

It has now been proved by Veterinarians in some Member States that the 

C,B.P.P. Vaccine (T 144) m~ give a good measure of control of the disease. 

This possibility has opened up new vistas in ihe fight a,g·ainst this disease 

and the OAU/SrRC has now been invited by these Member States to launch a 

fie~d control campaign against the disease. The possibili~y of mass vaccina

tion of cattle is now being studied by S,T.R.C. officials and the Council 

will hear more of this important project in future reports. 

JOINT CMIIPAIGN AGAIN&T RINDERPEST- J.P. 15 

In previous reports, the Administrative Secretary General mentioned 

that this campaign which was inherited from the Commission for Technical 

Co-operation in Africa (CCTA) has continued. It is important that Member 

States should appreciate the dimension of this scourge. Before this mass 

vaccination campaign was launched, states affected were spending a substan

tial proportion of their Veterinary Service annual budget on the control 

of the disease, Phase I of the campaign completed last year freed 

12 million head of cattle from the scourge. This represents a oapital 

value of about 500 million US dollars. Phase II of the campaign is at 
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present in progress in Ghana, Ivory Coast, Mali, Dahomey, Togo, Nigeria, 

Upper Volta and Niger, The staff employed on the campaign in all these 

countries are as follows: - 17 Veterinary Officers, 294 Assistants, Attendants 

and inoculators and 226 miscellaneous personnel of all ranks. Of equipment, 

apart from refrigeration equipment (for storing the vaccine), syringes and 

vaccines, a fleet of 61 lorries and 35 light vehicles are in use in ihe field 

in all states affected to ensure the mobility of the teams of Veterinarians 

and inoculators in difficult terrain. These vehicles bear Blue Marks and 

the inscription "Joint Campaign against Rinderpest", The Administrative 

Secretary-General would like to appeal to Member States for full co-operation 

with the S.T.R.C, staff who are the in~ernational co-ordinators of the scheme, 

Up to the end of September 1966, 15 million head of cattle have been vaccinated 

under Phase. II of the campaign. This represents about 650 million US dollars 

of capital value to Member States. 

The Administrative Secretary-·General would like to report that Phase 

III of the scheme was launched from Dakar in September 1966, and this involves 

Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea, the rest of the 

Ivory Coast, Mali and East of Chad. The financial assistance promised the 

scheme by the E. D. F. (E. E. C.) for Associate Countries and to the other States 

by the U.S.A.I.D. in the days of the C.C.T.A. has continued. Each S.ta.te 

completes the financial agreement under the scheme and the S.T.R.C, officials 

appointed under the scheme co-ordinate the project in all States. Contribu

tions by Member States have been almost as large as the external assistance 

which is near 3 - 4 million US dollars for each Phase. The Secretariat 

seizes this opportunity to express its gratitude for this external assistance. 

In my future reports, I shall cover the study of problems uf combating the 

disease in Eastern Africa, 

TRYPANOs:JMIASIS (Tsetse fly) 

This is a uniquely tropical African scourge of both man and animals. 

The S.T.R.C. has been encouraged by the routine research activities in 

progress in Bobo-Dioulasso (Upper Volta), Vom (Nigeria), EATRO (Uganda) 

and at other Veterinary Laboratories in Member States. Early in November, 

research workers will be brought together at the meeting of the OAU 

International Scientific Council on Trypanosomiasis Research. The scientists 

will discuss among others, the progress of research in this problem, methods 

of field control of the disease and possible eradictation ~aign in 

selected regions of the continent. A more detailed report on this will be 

contained in my next report. 
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GUINEA TRAWLING SURVEY 

This gigantic oceanography project was completed in April 1966, 

The total cost of the investigations was 1~ million US dollars. The purpose 

of the survey \'faS to undertake an inventory of the marine resources of the 

Tropical Atlantic ocean in the areas known as the Gulf of Guinea or West 

African Continental Shelf. The survey covered the area from the Southern 

boundary of the Republic of Senegal to the mouth of the Congo river,- over 

4,000 kilometres. The aims of the survey were:-

(i) to assess the qualitative artd quantitative composition of 

the exploitable fish ,stocks; 
r., 

(ii) to assess and ascertain the size, composition, rates of 

(iii) 

(i v) 

(v) 

replacement growth and mortality of those species of para

mount commercial importance; 

to compare productivity ih different fishing areas; 

to relate the above points to the hydrographic climates; 

to locate areas which seem to be most favourable for commercial 

trawling in relation to depth, nature of ground and availa

bility of exploitable fish stocks; and 

(vi) to provide reference and study collections of fish ofihe 

area for those countries, organizations, institutes and 

individuals desirous of receiving them. 

From the report which is at present being printed, it has been 

established that rather limited fishing activities are going on in most 

of the area surveyed; that local trawler fleets fish almost exclusively in 

inshore waters and that even though a large potential of bottom fish of good 

size is available, very little has been done by way of systematic exploitation 

of the stock of fishes. It is hoped that Member States along the West Af1•ican 

coast of the Atlatio will take advantage of the findings of this survey in 

developing their fisheries. What is now ~equired is an active and systematic 

exploitation of the resources of the Atlantic, so that more and better protein 

will be made available to the people in the area and additional sources of 

revenue for the Government through the development of their Fishing Industry 

by the application of improved fishing techniques. 
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The basic experimental work on the improvement of Cereal Crops which 

has been in progress for the past two years has continued during the period 

under review, The project seeks the do~ordination and re~inforoement of 

research aimed at improved varieties and dultivation methods of the major 

cereal crops namely: Maize, Millet and Sorghum, These cereals comprise 
I ' 

an important element of the food of the people iri Savannah zones of Africa. 
' ' 

During the period under review, improved graihs of cerea~s developed at the 

Institute of Agricultural Research, Ahmadu Bello University (headQuarters of 

the project) were distributed to all Member States co-operating in the scheme. 

The objective being to enoo~rage the multiplication of these improved varieties 

in~e first 'instance at experimental stations of Member states and when 

this has bGen proved to be suitable, under all relevant conditions, the seeds 

will find themselves in the hands of farmers through the medium of the 

.A;sricul tural Extension Services of Member States. 
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The organ of the OAU/STRC which deals with soil problems is the BIS 

(Inter-African llure,.u for Soils). Its activiti:..s cover soil evolution, 

conservation anrc utilization, The Bureau unccGrt<:kes &ocumentation ancl 

information services in tho field of soil in Afric.:: and puts tho r•3sul t n~ 

the disposal of .::gricul turc.l 2nd soil effie crs of Member Sta tos. It 

stimulates the int~rest of rc:search work~rs in the l.::test research techniques 

discovered abroc:Cl ancl makes valuable sugbostions fqr the application of such 

techniques in Africa, The Burecm publishos monthly 2nalytical bulletin on 

soils ,·,nc'. erosion probloms c:nc'. a qu.::rterly journal "African Soils" which 

contains contributions on r,:,socrch in progress in Africa an'' the 

scientific world. 

Durin,<; the porior' of tho report_, both the Director and Deputy Director 

of this Bure£:u visi toe! Algeria and Morocco at different times and gave 

consultant services to t0chnic.::l officers .::t the research centres. The 

Direc'tor of the. Bureau also ·risi ted Abidjan, Ivory Coast at the request of 

the Government. He advised the technical officials on problems conneotcc1_ 

with irrigation and erosion problems, Some officials of Member Governments 

also spent vnrying periods of time d':ling research at the offices of 'the 

Bureau under the supervision of the Director of the BIS. 

Inter-African Phytosanitary Bureau (I.A.P.S.C) 

This Bureau ~enls with the protection of .::gricultural and forestry 

products, is also an important organ of the OAU/STRC. It is concorn.x~ among 

other things with plant prot0ction and plant quarc:ntine nncl soocls to prevent 

the spread of plant pests in Africa by enoournging Member Governments to 

maintain a standard plant protection legislation. It also assists Memb0r 

States in the training of pl~nt protection officers, who are required for 

setting up a plant protection service in each country, so as to ensure an 

effective c antral of plant pests an'l diseases anll thereby prevent thair sproacl, 
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A Plr.nt Protection anc~ Plnnt Quarantine mooting was hold in the 

pramises of the East African Common Sorvices Organization (EACSO) in 

Nairobi in July 1966 an'l attonr'.ed by technical officers of twenty-four 

Membor States, The meeting was a lan•.'.-mark in tho field of plant an<i . 
crop protection in Africa as it afforc.ecl officers of Meinber States the 

opportunity of learning about problems facing the continent through 

importation of disastrous ciseases of agricultural cro~s and forestry 

products. The meeting made a number of stuc1 ies and robomnien<lell ac'.eq_uate 

machinory for the protection of crops in Africa; In ,particular, it 

reviewed the existing international convcntiohs in Africa in this field 
. ' ' and drafted a Convention for Plc.nt Prot ad tion allll Plant QuaralltJ.ne in 

Africa - Phyto-Sanitary Convention for Afrioa. The meeting also rooommended 

joint ·action by'Membor States in tho tr~ining of plant and orop inspectors, 

and the establishment of five regional Plant Quarantine ·Centres in 

Alexandria (UAR), Ibadan (Nigeria), Abidjan (Ivory Coast), Niamey (Niger) 

and Muguga (Kenya). Those oontros are expected to provide for :the 

needs of contiguous States, The Secretariat is holding preliminary talks 

with other international agencies on those important sugbestions. 

Furthsrmore, it was doc idee'. to revise the c o-orclina tocl regulations for 

plant protection in Africa unc'.er the ncn; Phyto-Sani tary Convention for 

Africa, The Secretariat is expectocl, with the assistance of exports in 
. 

plant pathology, nem&tology and entomology, to draw up a comprehensive 

co-orclinated set of ree,ul"tions which will be c1iviccei'. into thre0 sub

divisions, viz: (a) rulGs which apply· to the whole of tho c'ontinent of 

Africa irrespective of ecological diffor4nces, (b) rul~s which apply to 

States of Africa north of the Sahara, and (c) rules which apply to States 

in Africa south of the Sahara. 

The Sci ntific Secretary of the Bureau has boon working on a 'Hand-Book 

for Pl2nt Inspectors in Africa' with the assistance of a panel of scientific 

experts. Tho book will be one of the most important text-books to be used 

in the training of pla.nt inspectors when the proposals to establish 

training centres in cliffGrent regions of the continent are executed., 

Between March and June, th0 Scientific Secretary also visited AlgGria, 

Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Unitocl.Arab RGpublio, Su(lan and Ethiopia. 

During these visits, the Scientific Secretar? supplied the technical 

effie ers ancl specialists of Member Sta tos with information cone orning 
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tho functions of the Inter--African Phyto-Sani tary Organization of the 

OAU and exchr:ngerl vie;rs Hi th these officers on r.Jethoc'ls of improving 

the machinery of each country in tho fi3lC of Protection of Agricultur2l 

Crops and Plc:nt Posts Control<) 

In March 1966, the STRC, .:ith the co-opor'"tion of the Government of 

Nigeria, sent an expert pathologist who is a Principal Research Officer 

in the field of plant protection :.nd plant q_uarantine in Nigeria on a 

mission to Sierra Leone. The report, which has since been forwarcled 

by the Secretariat to the Government of Sierra Leone, made useful 

suggestions for the establishment of adeq_uate machinery for plant 

protection in Sierra Leone. The Administrative Secretary-General 

seizes this opportunity to express sincere thanks to the Government of 

Nigeria for their co-operation in this matter, 

IntGr-African Bure":u for Animal Health (I. B.A. H.) 

I.B.A.H. (Inter-African Bure3u for Animal Health) is the important 

organ of the OAU/STRC in tho field of animal health and animal protection, 

Hitherto, owing to shortage of staff, it has not boon able to emphasize 

tho animal production aspect of its duty. At present, it docs documentation 

work in tho field of animal diseases by tho collection of statistics on 

animal diseases from all Member States, which it publishes in tho q_uartorly 

magazine "Epizootic Diseases" or in its regular newsletters. It collects 

information on clisease outbreaks anc~ their evolution, mGthods of control 

of <~iseases ancl provic1es information on· research work in progress in 

respect of various animal ciseases, 

I.B.A.H. also does the work of liaison by encouraging and facilitating 

mGetings between exports in the veterin,.ry fielrl of Member States, arrang

ing for ac1vice from othElr countries and specialize('" agencies of the United 

Nations,· maintaining technical and scientific ·relations with these and 

other regional organizatfons, It also keeps in roguLr touch with 

veterinary laboratories and v0torinary departments of Memb&r Governmento 

to ensure implementation of cceoisions of meetings in the vo.terinary 

field and to encourage further research on various animal health 

problems, as well as stimulating field surveys and mass vaccination 
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The Buraau c~lso organizas specie.list training courses ''nd 

semincrs for vatorin~try offi"cvrs of Member Governments in particul2r 

disciplines; e.g. CBPP, rabies, virus diseases transmitted by 

anthropoclGs; trypanosomiasis, laboratory diagnosis of rinderpest and. 

veterinary public health, It also looks after the conservation 

maasur0s of Mamber Stntes in respect of the Rindorp<ist Campaign. 

This measure is absolutely nacessary if the success achieved in the 

control of the disease is to be maintainedo 

FAO/WBO/STRC Joint Commission for Food and Nutrition in Africa 

Following a joint moating organized by FAO, lffiO ancl the former 

CCTA at Douala September 1961, it was agreed by the representatives of all 

disciplines concerned with problems of nutrition (medical officers, 

agronomists, economists, biochemists, educationists and administrators) 

that as a first practical measure to re-inforce international co-operation 

in the field of nutrition a regional commission for food and nutrition 

in Africa should bo created. The Comr.;ission is at present housed in FAO 

builrling in Accra, 1-1i th a Secretary suppli<>cl by the FAO anc'. an Assistant 

Secretary from WHO. 

follows: 

The terms of reference of the Commission is as 

(a) Assure liaison at inter-African laval in the field of 

food ancl nutrition, p£,rticularly in resp.zct of the 

collaction, analysis ~nd circulation of information; 

(b) effect e practical revie>r of food <~nd nutrition 

probloms in Africa, draw the attention of FAO, 1-iHO, 

STRC and the membvr~ of the Commission to the priorities 

and advise them on the appropriate solutions to these 

problems, 

The SecrBtary of the Commission is responsible for tho collection 

and distribution of available information in Africa in tho field of 

nutrition ancl the analysis of information thus colloctod in order that 

it may serve as a basis for the planning and cerrying out of the verious 

governments food programmes, Activitios in this fiold must also tend 
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to prbmoto st8ndarcization of survey methods in ord0r to re-establish 

comparable results for tho whole of tho continent. In addition to 

promoting studies relating to tho detection, diagnosis, treatment and 

prophylaxis of nutritional diseases, the Secretariat is also responsible 

for promoting the training of p0rsonnel, reseorch work and preparation 

of reports on all problems <erising in this field. 

OTHER GLOBAL, SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL PROBLEMS 

Review of 1933 London Convention of Conservation of Nature and 
Natural Resources 

The Administrative Secretary-General would like to draw tho 

attention of Member States to this important convention. Sometime in 

1959, it had become apparent that this convention required revision to 

agree with modern changes, In the first place, popul1 .. tions of Member 

States have changed and so the G.emands by man on our hori tage of natural 

resources have changed too. In some cases, there is a conflict between 

the need of man and the requirements to conserve our natural heritage, 

be tb~y flora or fauna, so that either intorest does not suffer. In 

other cases, the problem is the need for conservation so as to ensure a 

judicious exploitation of the natural resources in such a way that States 

will not appear to be killing tho goose that lays the golden egg, 

At a joint U11DJSCO ancl. ECA mc3ting in Lagos, July 1964, the following 

resolution was passed by representatives of twenty-eight Member States of 

the OAU1 

"(a) The 1933 convention of th0 flora and fauna of Africa 

be revised in order to bring it up to date and to 

extend the scope of its application; 

(b) the Organization of African Unity be invited to entrust 

the preparation of a preliminary draft to the Inter

national Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural 

Resources, assisted by UNESCO and FAO." 

Following this resolution, the Administrative Secretary-General 

commissioned the I.U.C.N. through UNESCO in 1965 to provide a draft 
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revision of this Convention with the help of UNESCO and FAO. I am happy 

to report that work on this c:.raft is. at pres0nt in progress an•.l it will 

be communicated to Membor States in duo course. It is hoped to make the 

Convention as a Protocol under the OAU Charter on the same lines as the 

Protocol of Mediation, Conciliation ancl Arbitration. 

GENERAL 

During the porio•l of the report, the Scientific qommission recorded 

a revenue of 7.700 u.s. dollars from sales of publications produced by its 

organs. In addition, the Scientific Commission supplied to Universities, 

Government technical anC. research institutus in Member States scicmtifio 

dboumentation in the fields covered by its activities so far. 

There is certainly plenty of room for improvement and it is hopGd 

that as r:::souroe.s anc~ trainocl personnel bc>como available, this organ of the 

OAU will be a formid&blo force for spet;ding up economic progross in the 

continent by stimul~ting scientific and technological dovelopment in Africa. 

Up to now, Africa bas not boon able to take full aC.vantage of the scionti.fic 

and technological progre>ss known to c'!.ov-:Jloped noo. tions boc<'mse of the 

extreme shortage of im1.igenous African scientists. If Africa is to accept 

the challenge of rapid economic development effectively, the problem of 

improving educational facilities in all States and of training personnel 

at all levels and in all scientific and professional fields must be faced 

urgently. The Scientific Commission has started to look into the problem 

of training technical personnel in Africa. Bacause of the·n~turo of 

sci•ntific and educational problems, the OAU iiill work in close collaborc:tion 

with the United Nations specialized agencies and other international 

organizations to accomplish this laudable objective. ·The Administrative 

Secretary-General hopes that he can count on the active co-operation of 

Member States in this gigantic assignment. 

1.\ 
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