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Cll/253 

THE AD!UNISTRATIVE Sli:Cl1ETARY'S l1C:PORT ON OAU'S 

ACTIVITilliS AND INTJ!:R-AFRICAN CO-OP.RATION IN 

EDUCATll.N, SCI..!NCE, TJ!:CHNOLOG", Jf .. ,JiLTH AND CULTURE 

GENillRAL RTIJPORT 
===-·========================= 

1. In line with the previous practices of the CAU; the Ordinary Session 

of the Council of llinisters which is held in February is mainiy concerned 

with budgetal:'y matterso It should be apnreoiated that for other activities, 

unless the programme ~ras already started, and unless certain activities are 

already planned to fall batt~een September and December - ,;hen reports for the 

February meeting.. are normally J?repared - the time is usually too short for 

initiating action. For ClXample, in matters of correspondence, it usually 

takes several months for letters written to Nember f>tates by the ·General 

Secretariat to be re1)lied to... l~ost of the times this takes more than two 

months, However, the General Secretariat customarily precents to the Ordinary· 

Sessions of the Council a rc;C'ort on the ldlU activities and inter-African 

co-oper&.tion in educational 1 scient' fie, technological, health and cultural 

matterso This tradi t:'.on is maintained. 

2. Since the , 1eeting of Heads of State and Government in Algiers last 

September, several matters arising from tha decisions taken at that meeting 

"ere taken up. These include the formal approach to the ;;cA that the 

establishment of Centres of -xcellence in Africa should become a Joint 

OAU/ ,CA programme 1 • The :...CA is still considering the request, 

3, As for the proposed food reserves, two meetings were J:eld in Kampala, 

during the African Regional Con~erenoe of FAO last November. The purpose 

of the meetings was to exchange views and to agree on the lines of action to 

be taken to enable a pilot scheme for the OAU's programme on regional stocks 

of food grains to. be e<otablished in the region comprised of Ugan'1.a 1 Tanzania 

and Kenya, 
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4. During the FAO African .':iegional Conference 1 discussions were also held 

with some of the l 'inisters of Agriculture and officials from some Eember States 

dealing with agriculture, concerning the actions to be taken to implement the 

OAU's decision to establish food reserves in their areas. 

5. During the period under review, the OAU held two meetings, ana concern-

ing Pbytosanitary matters which was held in Cairo, UAR, from 15th to 19th 

October, 1968, and tha second one concerning Trypanosomiasis which was held 

in Bangui in Central African Republic from 12th to 16th November, 1968. 

6. Officials from the Scientific and Cultural Department attended several 

Conferences of the UN Specialized Agencies. A Representative ~ras sent to the 

Bi-annual Conference of Unesco wl'.ich l•ras held in Paris from 15th October, to 

2oth November, 1968. It is recalled that in one of the resolutions passed 

by the Council of Ministers, last September concerning the First All-African 

Cultural Festival which is to be held in Algiers from the 21st July to lst 

August·, 1969, Un.osco 1;as askad t"o give assistance towards the expenses that 

ma,y <arise in the staging of that Festival2• As difficulties had arisen in 

the preliminary negotiations with Unesco, the Administrative Secretary General 

had to go to Paris personally to iry and obtain the required assistance and 

su·~port from Unesco, 

1. The General Secretariat also sent a Representative to the lAEA General 

Conference in Vienna which 1•as held from 24th to 30th September, 1968. At that 

si tting 1 the IAEA approved the IAEA/OAU J\greer;rent of co-operation wJ:dch is 

now ready for signatu=e. P~rangements for the participation of th~ Agency 

in the African Symposium on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic il:nergy were also 

discussed. 

8. The General Secretaric;t also sent a Representative to the African 

Regional 

Uganda. 

Conference of FAO wr .. Lch, as stated above 1 was held in Kampala, 

Besides discussing matters relevant to agriculture and food 

production, that Conference also discussed the re-organization of FAO organs 

in Africa. 
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9. These are among the main activities that took place between September 

and December and they are ei t)1er dealt with in separate docwnents to this 

session of the Council of l.lini ters or they are covered under appropriate 

headings here under. 

10. This opportunity is taken to inform llember States that preparations 

are now under v/8{1 for the holding of the First Ordinary Session of the enlarged 

Educational 1 Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission. This follov.rs the 

coming into force of the amendments to the OAU Charter after being approved 

by the Asse•1bly of Heads of State and Government. One of the amendments 

amalgamates the Educational and Cultural Commission, the Scientific, Technical 

and Research Commission, and the Health, Sanitation and Nutrition Commission 

into the li:duoational, Scientific, Cuil.tural and Health Commission. In 

accordance with the established practices of the OAU1 the meeting of that 

Corru"!ission will be preceded by that of the Scient i.fic Council of Africa. 

The Scientific Council of Africa is expected to deal with not only the items 

to be presented to the Com-·1icsion, but also to prepare the African position 

in the Conference on Science and Technology which Unesco is planning to hold 

in 1969. 

11. Now that the financial outley of rember States of the meetings of the 

Commissions has been cut down, and the three Commissions have been combined 

into one 1 it should be possible for i:ember States to send ~linisters and 

officials concerned with these matters to attend only one instead of three 

meetings. Within the terms of reference given to it, which were inherited 

unaltered from the three previous Commissions, the Commission and Scientific 

Council of Africa should be able to deal with the technical and subject 

aspects of any projacts that are presented to the Council of Ministers and 

the Assembly of Heads of State and Government for apprpval. loJi tllout this 

technical contribution of the Commission and the CSA 1 the OAU may find it 

difficult to appreciate fully and implement projects which could faa~ technical 

difficulties that could have been avoided by fuller discussions of the kind 

that these organs of the CAU 2;ive to them. The provisional agenda for both 

the Commission and the CSA are being prepared and will be cir~llated in due 

course. In this connection, a circular note has been sent to j'"ember States 

asking for items to be included on the provisional agenda of the Commission. 

Another circular note has also been sent to . ember of the Scientific Council 

of Africa and to the Association of African Universities. In this ;rey 1 the 

General ~ecretariat hopes to involve !!iernber States and the relevant Insti tu­

tions in the work which the CSA and the Commission are e_xpected to deal with 

when they meat next. 
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12. !':ember States are aware that the SP.ecialized Agencies of the UN and 

other Crganizations continue to be active in Africa. In accordance with the 

role which I~ember States have given to the OAU, it is necessary to formulate 

proposals in all areas for future activities which would benefit their 

citizens and some of which could be used as a basis for active co-operation 

between the OAU and these organizations. ·:.er,,ber States are seriously urged 

to prepare for.partioipating in the meetings of both the Educational, 

Scientific, Cultural and );ealtli Cor.1mission and of the Scientific Council 

of Africa so as to contribute to that formulation of future proposals. 

meetings are expected to be held in Hay or June, 1969, on dates to· be 

The 
·'·. 

announced later. Unless an invitation is received from a Lember State to 

host these meetings elsewhere, they will be held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia! 

at the Headquarters of the OAU. 

EDUCATION: 

General: 

13· The main event in thG educational and training fields was the recent 

OAU/lJN~:':CO Conference on Education and Scientific and Technical Training in 

Relation to Development in Africa which ~1as held in Nairobi, Kenya, in July 

'968. The recommendations that ~1ere passed at that Conference were adopted 

by the OAU3 and what remains to be done is tl,air being in]Jlemented by l'iember 

States, the OAU, illJillSCO and all. the other organizations concerned. 

14. Looking at the discussions which took place during that Conference, 

several common points were revealed by sperucers from most African States. 

For example, in the field of primary education, there was the problem of 

inadequacy of secondary school places and jobs for primary school leavers. 

This problem which not only cancers the educational and economic planners 

but also the social workers in so far as the children who have been left 

idle after primary education need to be made more productive or otherwise 

useful to CCJmmunities in which they live. Most speakers expressed concern 

at the inability of the present services and school places to absorb these 

childreu, and called for national, regional and continental efforts to try 

and see whether solutions could be found to these problems. 

. ... /5 
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15. As for secondary education, there was a genaral agreement among those 

present that the school places currently available are too inadequate for the 

needs of school-age children of most Nember States. Speaker after spea.lcer 

called for increased efforts to create more school places so as to provide 

the primary school leavers with places to go to, and so as to provide 

education for students going on to l->igher education and training, as well 

as for students enteri Jg into technical schools as middle grade technicians. 

16. The present institutions of higher learning appear to be producing 

graduates above the targets which were set for them by previous educational 

conferences. ,.,?•.rever, when one looks at the number of expartriates still 

>Jerking or who are required to fill vacancies, within Member States, one is 

left in no doubt as to the need to step-up rapidly the number of graduates 

·SUccessfully coming out of the Universities, This matter was emphasized 

at the Nairobi Conference and resolutions were passed calling for increased 

national and regional efforts to ensure that there are enough institutions 

of higher learnin: to cater for higher education and training in Africa 

in all disciplines, Among the ppints expressed by some speakers 11as the one 

ealling for ;·:ember States' to give adequate emphasis to the education of 

women so as to ens·Lre that they take their righful places in the development 

of their countries. 

17. Turning on to the educational and training targets that had been set 

by previous conferences, it was observed that these required revision•in line 

with the present information, and changing development needs' of !:ember States. 

In particular, UnGsoo, UAU and .;CA ;;ere asked to gather the necessary data 

and information and to propose how the Addis Ababa targets in general 

education could be revised. Hhile this process is going on, !"ember States 

were asked to continue to apply the targets that have been set and if 

pos:.ible, and indeed it is necessary that, these should be exceeded. 

18. Turning back to the preparations for the holding of the -ducational 1 

Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission which 1~ill discuss among other 

things educational and training matters, it is observed that the Nairobi 

Conference passed a recommendation which called on Unesco and the OAU to 

ensure that "the data of subsequent regional meetings at ministerial level 

is chosen in such a way that their conclusions are available w' en the 

progra• 1me and budget to be submitted to the follo>ling General ·Conference 

of UNESCO is being ))repared 1 in order that appropriate provision can be made 

for their implementation". It is in fulfilment of the desire of l'!inisters 

•• 0 .. /6 
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of J!:ducation, and indeed. of all Fember States that the meeting of the 

Commission should be J··eld next year so that any recommendations to Unesco 

could be presented in time for the draft budget that will be presented to 

Unesco's bi-annual conference in 1970, This is an additional reason why 

llember States are urged to prepare to participate fully in the Commission's 

meeting scheduled for liay or June next year, 

19. As has been mentioned in Previous reports, the number of teachers 

available in I-:ember States is inadequate for the current and.projected 

educational needs. The Conference expressed the wish that not or:jly should 

institutions of teach·er training be increased but also facilities should be 

made available for in-service training of T~achers. In these connections, 

the curricula for teacher training should be adapted to the iocal environment 

as well as being in keeping with the educational demands which a modern State 

and science and technology dictate. The Conference also called for research 

on more utilization of teachers so that those that are available may be 

enabled, through better equipment, methodology or higher student/teacher 

ration, to teach more students than they are doing at present. 

Future Programm~: 

20. At the forthcoming meeting of the ~ucational, Scientific, Cultural 

and Health Commission, it is expected to look deeper in the recommendations 

of the Nairobi Conference on Education and Training to see which projects 

could be embarked upon so as to correct existing problems and to improve 

the educational and training opporknities available in llember States. It 

is hoped that attention will be paid to the problem of primary school leavers 

who are unable to continue with further education for lack of school places. 

In ihis connection, it is hoped that a meeting l<ill be held as recom•·,ended 

by the Nairobi Conference under Unesco, IL0 1 ~CA and OAU to advise or 

proppse methods of absorbing usefully primary school leavers. It is likely 

that whatever is advised may entail the provision of increased training 

facilities in activities that can be undertaken in the rural and urban areas, 

as well as stepping up the popularization of handicrafts. Also the .. eeting 

could examine possibilities of creating national services which oan be used 

for carrying out campaigns.. of__~ economical or social nature, for instance 

in forest planting, terracing of cultivatea~~a_lan~, road building, 

Health Centre building, and similar jobs that are lobour-infen:sivo • 

• 0 •• /7 
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l4hile these are being done, a technical training pro::;ramme could be 

injacted into their daily activities to provide simple skills for the 

participants which they can use after serving their period in the national 

service, This programme of hoN to use school leavers also raises problems 

that require closer co-operation with the planners of national economic and 

social development. Proj~cts which would include extensive apprenticeship 

could be worked out and agreed upon for implementation. 

21. The Commission may also be able to examine the proposed ways of 

increasing teacher training institutions. The present supply of irrligenous 

teachers is far too low compared to the present and projected educational 

needs, It is therefore necessary to consider how the ])resent facilities 

could be stretched to train more and more teachers for the educational 

services of ).·ember States and also to scout around for finances to 

supplement the efforts of i. amber S·tates in building more teacher training 

institutions. The Commission should also be able to examine, and made 

proposals which would increase secondary school places within !!ember States, 

The General Secretariat proposed to the Conference in Nairobi, that where 

possible some of the secondary school facilities can be shared so as to 

expand the opportunities available, thus allowing primary school leavers to 

join· secondary schools. It was recommended that :ember States should examine 

the possibility of two or more schools sharing facilities so as to reduce 

costs and so as to stretch the services that can be obtained from the 

available teachers and funds to cover more students than is normal at present. 

22. As for higher education, the General Secretariat is continuing with 

its activities to establish Centres of Excellence in Africa, while 

encouraging in general and through the Association of African Universities, 

the expansion of undergraduate institutions. There is a separate brief 

report on the present stage in the implementation of the programme to 

establish Centres of Excellence in Africa. 

23. The OAU is also keen to participate in studi.es that UNESCO, GOA and 

others have been a. sked to carry out 1 which are designed to standardize 

school equipment and to stimulate production of textbooks so that these can 

be mass produced in Africa at costs that would be lo11er to !'.!ember States. 

Following the recommandations of the Nairobi Confarence, studies will also 

be carried out with the view to establish instrumental centres for the design, 

manufacture, repair and maintenance of scientific ajoparatus and equipment 

ae-well.as of other school equipment and of teachers' aids, The OAU, together 

..... /8 
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with UN.f.·co, ,CA and other Organizations, will carry out studies in 

these fields with a view to making recommendations that can be imnlemented 

to the benefit of' educational and training services offered by i':iember States 

to their citizens; 

HJ';ALTI' AND SANITATIGN: 

24.·- . In the field of Health, the absence of qualified personnel within the 

Gene;~l'Th..u-etariat has Lmited the activities which could be undertaken. 

Although it had been hoped that at least one lloctor would have been recruited 

at the Secretariat by September this y3ar 1 this did not materialize. 

Hm;ever, interviews have been aready conducted with three Doctors and the 

necessary reoom;•1endations have been put to the Administrative Secretary 

General through the Recruitment Board for the recruitment of one of the 

three Doctors interviewed. 

25. The OAU O:ffice in Lagos organized an international meeting on 

Trypanosomiasis which was held in Bangui in the Central African Republic 

from 12th to 16th November, 1968. A rsport on the proceedings and 

recommendations of tJ-at meeting apoears in the :rer,>ort by the OAU Office in 

Lagos. 

26. It is regretted that the OAU Symposium on Bilharziasis l.hich had 

previously been scheduled in Cairo j_n the United Arab Republic from 8th to 

14th February, 1969, has ha~to be postponed due to unforeseen circumstances, 

The UAl~ is however free to proceed to organize the symposium as a regional, 

and not OAU, gathering. Preparations are being undertsken to hold the 0AU 

symposium on a date and at a venue to'cbe announced later. 

Future Programme : 

Future programmes in the health and Sa..'litation fields P.Wait the 

recruitment of a Doctor into the Secretariat. 

. .... /9 
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28, The OAU has been actively involved at three planes, in trying to 

improve the nutrition of the citizens of J.bmber States. At the first plane, 

there is tbe programme to establish regional stocks of food grains in Africa. 

These food reserves when established would act as an insurance against food 

shortages and famines in Africa, as well as being available for trade with 

other African States. They could also be used for exports to non-African 

countries which need them, 

29, The most recent activities in the implementation of that pro ;ramme 

consisted of discussions between the l'!i.nisters of Agriculture or officials 

from the l.hnistries of Agriculture of ·.ember States and a representative of 

the General Secretariat durin;; the African Regional Conference of FAO which 

was held in Kampala, Uganda, from 18to to 30th November, 1968. During these 

discussions, the possibilities of establishing a pilot scheme in the region 

comprised by Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya were examined further. Also separate 

discussions ~Jere held with ilinisters or. reprGsentatives of !"ember States 

regarding pos8ibilities of implementing the programme in their States. A 

separate report on these discussions has been submitted to this session of 

the Council of l.linisters and attention is dra1m to it. 

30, The second plane at which the CAU is active in the field of nutrition 

is in the work being carried out by its Scientific Bureaus presently located 

in the following places: The Inter-African Bureau for Animal Health in Nuguga 

near Nairobi in Kenya, the Inter-African Soils Bureau in Bangui in the· Central 

African Republic and the Jnter-African Phyto-Sanitary Bureau in Yaounde in 

Cameroun, These scientific bureaus deal with some aspects of agricultural 

production ~1hich, among othars, aim at providing sufficient food to the 

!\ember States. The activities of these bureaus are covered elsewhere in a 

separate report by the OAU Office in Lagos. 

31. The third plane at which the CAU is active in the field of nutrition 

is in its support for the joint FAO/liHO/OAU nutrition unit which is located 

in Accra, Ghana, and in rasearcl' activities in fields such as the production 

of high yielding se0ds of cereals. Here again, thase activities which are 

mainly in research, are covered in the report of the OATJ Office in Lagos • 

... /10 
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32. The future programme in nutrition will mainly be in increased 

efforts to establish the proposed pilot scheme for regional stocks of food 

reserves as indicated in a separate report to this session of the Council 

of l':inisters. It is also hoped that the next meeting of the l!:ducational 1 

Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission will examine possibilities of 

initiating some projects in salty and freGh water fisheries. 

33. Contacts have been made to see> >rhat activities can be undertaken 

soon to establish the proposed Centre of ilixcellence in Food Science and 

Technology. The aim is to agree on the scope of studies to be carried out 

which ~rould lead to th" drawing up of a project plan for the proposed Centre 

of Excellnce on Food Science and Technology. Discussions are also in 

progress on the others, i.e. the Centres of illKcellence for !llarine Science and 

Technology (>rhich covers the exploitati.on of fishes) and for the Veterinary 

Science. It is hoped to pursue these discussions, and should any positive 

results be achiGved 1 these will b8 reported to the Council of Ministers. 

34. Returning to fishes, 1-lember States along the Gulf of Guinea in 

''estern Africa are reminded that the report on ·bhe Guinea Trawling Survey 

has now been circulated a.nd should be studied closely. It is hoped that the 

l!en1ber States ooncerned >rill be able to bring fort·'ard ideas for new projects 

which can be undertaken during the proposed meeting of the cilucational, 

Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission. 

ii!ATURAL R~SOURCES: 

General: 

35. The most important event in the field of natural resources that has 

occurred since the Algiers meeting was the holding of the African Regional 

Conference of FAO 1-rhich 1-1as held in Kampala, Uganda, from 18th to 30th 

November, 1968. 

• ..... /11 
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36. At tha Kampala meeting mentioned above, the FAO proposed several 

inportant activities in Agri.cal tU:re, ·· ·The·,agGnda of the Ccnference embraced 

several topics ranging from food production, animal husbandry, forestry 

through research to co-operative action at various· levels. But, of special 

interest at the conferance was the presentation by FAO of a document 

entitled "the Strategy for the future work of FA01!4. This strategy which 

attempts to define areas of high priority for action in agriculture, selects 

five areas in which FO intends to concentrate its efforts as part of its 

overall contribution to agricultural and food production and development 

of i.ember States. The five areas selcted are: 

( 1) ~lark on high yielding varieties on basic food crops, 

(2) Filling the protein gap 1 

(3) Har on >Jastage, 

(4) The mObilization of human resounoes for rural development, and 

(5) ~ning and saving foreign exchange. 

37. Although 'here was a debate on these five areas during the J:"ampala 

Conferance 1 it \vas agreed that !~ember States should study them more closely 

and communicate their comments or vie~m to the FAO subsequently, The 

General Secretariat is also locking at these areas and may make its views 

!mown to the next Ordinary .,ession of j;he Educational, Scientific, 'Cultural 

and Health Com,nission. 

38. H01vever 1 in passing, one can say a few things about the selected 

areas. Before doing so, it is worth•1hile to repeat that there ;ms a very 

lively debate on the five areas of concentration selected by FAO in Kampala. 

lihile all delegates welcomed this approach of setting the goals to which 

activities and effort would be concentrated, most of them indicated that 

tUese priorities did not somatimes coincide with those of some of the · 

States. In this connection, a plaa was made by saveral delegates who called 

on FAO to assure them that in cases 1vhere areas of priorities differ from 

the five selected by FAO, financial and technical assistance will be 

forthcoming from FAO. In his summing U)'l of the position, the Director 

General of FAU indicated that this approach to thG future activities 

•••• /12 
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of FAO had been considered necessm'Y so as to have something to 'sell' to 

the donor countries. Eastablishing such a plan >muld also assist in the 

mobilization of public opinion both in the donor and receiving countries 

for support of agricultural projects. The Director General also indicated 

that machinery had alrea.dy been established within the FAO Secretariat to 

undertake the work required in preparing and launching actions in the five 

areas selected and that possible donors of aid had already been approached. 

He assured the Conference that the efforts of FAO will not exclude other 

areas of priori ties decided upon by indiv1dual l.!emb<:>r States. 

39. In passing it would appear that one would not differ ver'J much with 

the five areas selected for the concentrated effort, especially seeing that 

J'.lember ~;tates of the OAU are at different development levels particularly in 

the field of agricultural production and productivity. Hoo1ever, when 

considering the moves by the OAU to ;stablish regional food reserves in 

Africa •1hich initially would be in four grains, i.e. maize, wheat, rice and 

millets and sorghums, one would Nelcome the "work on high yielding varieties 

of basic food crops" and the "filling of protein gap". It is recalled that 

in the report presented to the Algiers meetings concerning the proposed 

establishment of food reserves, thare was an implicit hint that once adequate 

quantities of staple foods are maintained, attention will have to be turned 

to keeping or storing other food-stuffs which are necessary for giving 

balanced diets ·co human beings. Therefore, when looked at from this angle, 

one can say that the FAO plan to concentrate efforts in the two areas quoted 

above, w<>uld definitely be of assistance to or complementary to the plan of 

the OAU to establish regional food reserves in Africa. One cannot ~1rovide 

only carbohydrates (i.e. in providing the cereals) without also providing 

protein giving foods such as dried milk 1 beans, preserved meat, fish, etc. 

TJ:.erefore the OAU and FAO will need to work closely together both on the OAU 

programme for establishing food reserves and, on the FAO programme to produce 

high yielding varieties of basic food crops and of filling the protein gap. 

40. The FAO's intention to concentrate action on "a war on wastage" is 

based mainly on the desire to reduce the wastage of food during harvesting, 

transportation and storage. This is one of the cases the Secretariat had 

brought to the attention of r:ember States in 1967 in one of the documents 

relating to the storage of food. FAO's moves in this direction of saving 

food-stuffs is therefore wortht~hile. 

. .. /13 
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41. "The mobilization of human resources in rural development" is a 

complex subj2ct which goes beyond the borders of pure agriculture. It is 

recalled that this subject was the topic of extended discussions during the 

OAU/UNGSCO Conference on education and training, especially in connection 

with primary school leavers. Cettainly, the improvement and mechanization 
' ' 

of peasant agricultUre will go alone way towards making agriculture to 
' support higher populations and higher incomes in the rural areas. But then 

one is aware of the· no:<'Jt:e.l occurrances whereby any mechanization of agriculture 

and in particular, any increase in agricultural productivity us·:ally cuts 

down the number of peasants required to work on land, and this i;l turn releases 
considerable manpower which has to be absorbed in other sectors of the economy, 
Such manpm;er, unless it has received adequate education and is 
trained in some skills, could cause considerable problems to the Government. 

Therefore this pro:c;ramme is complex and required concerted action between FAO, 

UNESCO, OAU and the !ie;ober Governments so as to ensure that a multi-directional 

approach to this problem is worked out and implemented. How2ver 1 it is hoped 

that FAO and UNillSCO >rill take the lead in stimulating effective action in this 

eonnection and that other organizations such as the United Nations Industrial 

Development Organization will also bo brought in so that education, training, 

aericultural development and industrialization can be undertaken simultaneously 

to avoid negative problems arising from excessive idle labour, 

42. Turning now to the last area of concentration selected by FAO, 

"earning and saving foreign exchange", this again is a com)Olex problem which 

affects or is relevant to all the sectors of the ec0nomy. However, it would 

be interesting to see what pro:,osals FAO 1·rill make in this connection and 

these are a1;ai ted with interest, 

43. As already mentioned, theof'ive areas of high priority selected by 
. ' 
FAO are being considered and it is hoped to present a report to the Commission 

concerned when it meets. 

44. OAU activities in the agricultural field have continued to be done 

by the tfiree scigntific bureaus already establish~d which dJal with animals, 

plants and soils, These included the holding of a meeting on plant health 

matters, in Cairo, UAR, from 15th to 19th October, 1968. A report on these 

is included in the report from the OAU Lagos Office. 

.. ••• /14 
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45. It has not been possible to convene a medting of the OAU Committee 

on Minerals and Geology. However, once the plans for the meeting are 

completed these will be advised to !'Iember States together with the date 

and venue of that meeting. As has been stated before, minerals, as a source 

of income for overall development, and as a factor in industrialization, 

are very important to the planned activities of Member States. Therefore, 

anything that the OAU can do to stimulate action in increased effective 

exploitation and development of minerals would assist in the efforts of 

Ilember States to raise the standards of living of their citizens. 

(e) Water Resources: 

46. In .Africa, some c·tates are naturally end01ved with alot of watex:, 

while others are not. A concerted approach by OAU Fember States could 

make them use their water resources more extensively. Training of 

professionals and undertalcing of research at the pro~osed Centre of 

Ex:oellence on :1ater Resources, Planning and Development 1•muld very much 

assist this process. As in the case of other Centres, discussions are 

being held which would lead to the a.ctual establishment of that Centre in 

Africa. 

(d) Deserts: 

47, It is recalled that the General :oecretariat published a document 

in which it drew attention to the need to: 

(i) control and eliminate the present expansion of African 

deserts, and 

(ii) undertake eoono~ic activities which would make the deserts 

yield more food, minerals, or foreign currency for the 

benefit of the c.tates concerned. 

48. An informal meeting of these States was held in Kinshasa, Congo, 

in 1967 during the meetings of the Council of Ministers and the Assembly 

of Heads of State and Government (in Committee C) at which it was agreed 

that a· meeting should be organized bet~reen those c:tates to discuss 

possible areas of national or common action in malcing the deserts to serve 

the needs of man, especially in the production of food and in mining 

activities. Proposals have been made in the next financial year for this 
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meeting to be hel.ot and it is hoped that the necessary approval will be 

given so that the action may be initiated to utilize the desert areas to 

assist in the efforts of Hember States concerned to raise the standards 

of living of their citizens. 

Future Proe:ramme: 

49. The General Secretariat is hopeful that the proposed meeting of the 

Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission will be held so that 

future action in the e~)loitation of nat,~al resources, and particularly in 

agricultural, mineral .and water resources sectors may be discussed and 

defined. As indicated above, the General Secretariat hopes to submit to 

that meeting its views on tho five areas of high priority selected by FAO 

in the agricultural field, and it is hoped that ideas 1wuld be forthcoming 

wlil.ich can be drawn up into projects which the FAO could be asked to consider 

adopting. 

50. In the field of minerals, the Secretariat has included in the draft 

budget for the following year a proposal to set up a team of exparts to draw 

up a project plan for a Centre of Bxcellence in Geology, Geophysics and 

Nineralogy. At this Centre, it is hoped to train highly qualified personnel 

for such activities as prospecting, mining, and refining of minerals. With 

their own local people trained in these fields, ;·ember States would be 

enabled to plan more accurately their activities in the exploitation and 

development of their mineral l•real th. Also, plans are underway to hold a 

meeting of the OAU Committee on Hin3rals and Geology, and the necessary 

, finances have been included in the draft budget for 1969/70. 

51. .Should the financial request for the holding of a me"ting on the 

utilization of the deserts and semi-deserts be ap>Oroved, it is hoped to 
m~ce specific proposals which could stimulate discussions on possible areas 

of action. It is : .. oped that the ns.-bing, if it is held, could define c:; 

projects which could be undertaken both at national or regional levels for 

the benefit of the ; e1•1ber States concerned. 

• •••• /16 
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52. The development of science and technology and research starts with 

the appropriate teaching of the science subjects, i.e. physics, chemistry 

and mathe,natics. The Nairobi Conference on education and training 

emphasized the need to popularise the teaching of science subjects in schools 

so that more and more students may take up these subjects at the intermediate 

and higher educational levels. Proposals, such as increased science 

programmes en radio and television services, higher salaries for scientific 

occupations, awards for performances in sciantific subjclcts and the 

association of scientists in the planning stages of rrojects, were mentioned 

as some of the actions that could lead to the popularization of science 

subjects. 

53. Turning to the actual teaching of the subj3cts, the Conference called 

for a study to be made with a view to establishing instrunentation centres 

where scientific apparatus and equipment could be designed, manufactured, 

repaired and maintained. It is hoped that UN;,;sco will initiate action in 

connection with this study and that the OAU and the ;~CA will collaborate 

with it. Also in the teaching of science subj<>cts, which, it should be 

mentioned, also include biology, the Co1cference called for the encouragement 

of a general study of thd environment by students on a scientific and syste-· 

matic basis. The teaching of technology should also be introduced into 

schools at an early age so as to acquaint the youth of · e:'•Jber States with 

the technological structures and processes of some of the things they come 

across· in their day to day activities. The Conference called for a stepping 

up of experimental and practical lines in the teaching of science subjects. 

54· Turning to the adults, the Conference call0d for an increase of 

technical training of adults so as to expand their vocational opportunities. 

Unesco was asked to study :yosf:ibilities of setting up technical teacher 

training institutions from which technical teachers could come to undertake 

not only technical jobs for school children, but also for adults • 

.. .. /17 
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55. After making provision for all these with the view to encouraging 

the learning of science by students, and the expansion of the scientific 

and technical education, the Conference called for the education of parents 

in simple scientific subjects and processes. Sucl: teac!oing of sci.mce to 

parents, or to the populr.tion at large, helps to create the necessary 

motivations, atmoS_i)here and background from ~1hich students WhO can be encouraged 

to learn or take scientific subjects. It is important also in that the 

general teaching of sim:,.1le science and scientific processes to the population 

at large helps to create the right atmosohere for innovations v1hich help 

to create a demand for sophisticated articles, and which in turn act as 

stimulant to both small and large scale industries. 

56. Turning to research, the terms of reference of the scientific bureaus 

of the OAU have been expanded to include a limited amount of research ;rork. 

This is a move which the Secretariat considers important so as to create a 

nucleus for the OAU research activities, especially in the agricultural sector. 

lihere possible, therefore, the scientific personnel at the scientific bureaus 

will be encouraged and given the means to tmdertruce limited amount of research 

in their respective disciplines, 

Future Programme: 

57. The General Secretariat hopes to present to the proposed meeting of 

the .-ducational 1 Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission, a case to 

encourage and initiate action in Africa on the transfer of technology from 

outside Africa to Africa especially in connection with small scale industries. 

As has been :nentioned in previous reports, all !~ember States of the OAU are 

classified as under-developed or developing countries. The initial 

industrialization of these cotmtries will mainly depend on borrowing ideas 

from the industries which ar9 at present obtaining in the developed 

countries. This borrowing of ideas ~muld be rdstricted both by the markets 

available as well as by the resources which can be mobilized by these c~untries. 

Howover, when looking at small scale industries, it is possible to device 

industries whose scale of operation is in keeping with the markets and 

resources available ;ri thin the ![ember States individually or jo"intly. 

This is a matter in which th-J UAU MeiJber ctates stand to gain provided that 

it is done soon ano. 1;i th tb eir sup:~ort. 

.. ••• /18 
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58. These proposals will be drawn :.up and it is hm;>ed they will receive 

the supnort that they deserve especially when seeing that they are meant 

to step up the industrialization and hence th~ economic, social and ~olitical 

development of the · ember States of the OAU. 

59, It was reported at the last meetings in Algiers that plans were being 

made for the holding of an African Symposium on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic 

Energy. A representative of the OAU visited the IAGA and held discussions 

with the Agency's officials concerning that symposiumo The discussions went 

on very well and more discussions are envisaged before the end of this year 

to finalize the arrangements for that symposium. At the kind invitation 

of the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the symposium 

~lill be held in Kinshasa from the 28th July to 1st August, 1969. The 

Preparatory Committee for the symposium met in Addis Ababa from the 18th 

to 20th December, 1968, and previe1;ed the abstracts of the working papers 

to be presented to the symposium. Following this meeting, the necessary 

information 11as circulated to Hembar States, to the CSA '.embdrs and to the 

other parties concerned. It is hoped that many African scientists who are 

usually engaged in the peaceful uses of atomic energy,or who aspire to 

be active in that fiald -~rhether it be in medicine, industry, agriculture, 

training, etc. 1 etc. - will malce every effort to attend that meating. 

gember c'tates are kindly requested to provide the necessary funds for these 

scientists to come and contribute to the discussions. Out of the recommen­

dations of that symposium, it is hoped to obtain several ryrojects which can 

be implemented by Me~ber States individually or Jointly as part of their 

economic and social development. 

60. It is worth repeating that the •;>reposed Centres of .=cnccellence 1 

and in particular the eight discinlines initially selected are 'Joth in the 

applied science field. The successful establislunent of these Centres of 

;::xcellence will contribute immensely to the rauid gro1'1th of science, tech­

nology and research within !:iem bar States. 

C\JLTURE: 

61. In the cultural field, all efforts are being concentrated on the 

successful preparations for and staging of the First All-African Cnltural 

Festival. At the kind invitation of the Governr.1ent of Algeria, the Festival 

is due to be held in Algiers from 21st July to 1st August, 1969. There is a 

separate document on the First All-African Cultural Festival to this session 

of the Council of lfiinisters to which attention is invited. 

oo • • o/19 
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62. Still in the field of cultural affairs, the question of choosing the 

CAU e•1blem is not yet settled. IJere again thare is a separata document to 

this session to which attention is invited. 

OTR<DR lAT I'ERS : 

(i) Agreements with IAi!lll., FAO, T.JN;,SCO and WHO: 

63. It is pleasing to report that the policy making organs of IAEA 1 FAO 

and UNJSCO have approved the agreements between these organizations and the 

OAU. It is hoped that ·'oy the time this session is held in February, 1969 1 

these agreements will have been signed in accordance with the directives 

received from the Council of Ministers5. 

64. The agreement with \JIIO has not been completed yet. It is recalled that 

the draft \IEO/LAU agreement was for•.ardad to 1 er.;ber States for their consider­

tion6. The com••Jents that have been so far rdceived from some of the !!ember 

States are contained in a separate document to this session of the Council 

of lhnisters. It is hoped that the Council will take final action on this 

draft so that it can be fort~arded to WJO for approval and for signature, 

subsequently, 

(ii) Regional Office of FAO in Africa: 

65. At thd Kampala meeting of the African ,1egional Conference of FAO, 

the reorganization of FAO, ·and in particular of its ltegional Office ·in 

Africa, l·Ias debated at gre&t length. It is recalled that, one of the 

proposed changes >Ias that the Regional Office should be moved from its 

present site in Accra, Ghana, to Addis Ababa and be placed under the 

~ecutive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa. The preliminary 

information on this proposal had been circulated to j· ember States by the , 

Secretariat, at the request of Cameroun, which was serving on the 

Re-organization Committee. After an extended debate on this subject, 

..... /20 
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which was at times rather bitter, the Conference adopted a resolution which, 

1<hile recognizing "the benefits which would result from having the 

Regional Office of FAO and the Headquarters of .,CA located in the same 

place, requests the maintenance, for the immediate future and without 

prejudicing any future decision, of the present location of the FAO 

Regional Office •1• 

STAFF. POSITION: 

66, The only change that has occurred from what was reported previously 

is that two ~ embers of staff have left the services of the OAU at the 

Headquarters. ),;fforts are being made to replace them as well as to fill the 

other vacancies that are existing in the Scientific and Cultural Department 

both at the Headquarters and in the field. 

67. Proposals have been put to the Council for the establishment of a 

Planning and Co-ordinating Unit within the Scientific and Cultural 

Department. The reasons behind this request are provided in an explanatory 

note to the request, and appear in the draft 1969/70 budget to which 

attention is invited, 

TO. CONCLUDE: 

68, The ~:ecretariat is pressing forward with the implementation of the 

four main projects under the Scientific and Cultural Departn1ent. These are 

the Programme on Centres of :.Xcellence, the proc·ramme on regional stocks 

of food grains, the first All-African Cultural Festival and the anti­

rinderpest campaign. It can be said that the progress so far ach.ieved in 

these, is satisfactory, and mor3 work on them is being planned and done. 

Also, the normal work done by the Secretariat, including the Lagos Office 

and tha Scientific Bureau!': (llhich 9,uring this period, included the holding 

of two technical meetings) continue>s to be done as planned, llhile continu­

ing with these activities, plans are bein::. laid for the holding of the 

first Ordinary Session of the enlarged illducational, Scientific, Cultural 

and Health Commission, which will be preceded by the third session of the 

Scientific Council of Africa. i'ember States hava been invited to send in 

items for the agenda of that sec.sion of the Commission, and a positive 

response is anticipated. It should be em~hasized that, since the OAU 

has given itself the role of being the "conceiver" of projects and programmes 

in Africa, that Commission should meet so as to fulfil that role, and so as 

to provide ideas on which the C•AU would co-optlrc.te in act ion ~<i th FA01 

IAEA, 1;HO, :JNICEF and UN:i!:SCO, ·ember ;•tates should prepare to send delegates 

to, and effectively participate in, those mGetings of the Cc;A and the ESCHC. 
Cont./21 
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69. Finally, financial r~quests have been included in the draft 1969/70 

budget for various projects and items, wuch as a terun of three African 

experts to draw up a project-plan for the pilot Centre of ~cellence that 

should be establishedo It should be remem~ered that all these financial 

requests are derived from previous resolutions or directives of the OAU. 

The OAU should always be ready to demonstrate its continuing faith in its 

own resolutions, directives and rrogrrunmes, by providing the financial 

means to cal'ry them out. It is only after then, that outsiders could be 

called upon to supplement or fill the gaps left. Let the OAU progress and 

grow by effectively implementing its own resolutions, directives and progra­

mmes. 

ADDIS ABABA - DEC;]l\lBER 1968. 
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Hl!:PORT OF 'l'Hill 

SCLNTIFIC, T.i:CHNICAL AND Hillr.£ARCH COI!lHSC,ION 

Oc~~~~r 1268 ~~ March 1969 

The Administrative S.;cretary-General is hanpy to report that the 

Inter-f,frica.n Scientific and Technical co-o:Deration of the CAU has continued 

as in previous years b.avin; re.:;ard to thJ available manpower and tha financial 

rccourc0s of our or:;2nization. In Annax I to Document 232 of the report of 

the Administrative Secretary General to the Algiers lleetin(J', a detailed 

account of tha various c '-O[jerative projects on which '·ember c'te.tas were 

talcing joint action ;~ere listed, Some of th.;se are tha Fisharies Survey 1 

Food Crop :bsearch, Disease eradication proj<>cts like the Joint Campaign 

Against Hinuerpest, Contagious Bovine Pleura Pneumonia and Trypanosomiasis 

or sleeping sickness. 1-lork on these projacts hav;:, continued. Since most of 

the projects will continue for some yJars to como, it is fair to rocord in 

this report -the progress macle within the past fiv.; months only. However, the 

discussion of the moderate pro:;ress made will show 110t only the successes 

in our endeavour but also the difficulties that confronted the Secretariat in 

the execution of the programme. 

1. Joint CamDaign Against Hinderpcst 

The first two Phases of this project has bean completC>d in Nigeria, 

Chad, Cameroun, ~Tiger, Dahomey, Togo, Ghana, UP,;oer Volta, Ivory Coast and Hali. 

The only nroblem in th,;se E'tates at pres0nt is that of Cons<Jrvatory measures. 

At the Inter-State Meeting at which senior Govarnmental Officers and l:Iinisters 

of those states J·Jere present in 1965, it 1oras agre;;d as follows:-

",;aoh Country undertakes: 

(i) To ve.ccinat0 ~1ith a recognized Henderpest vaccine the annual 

calf-crop at ldast once per year in tHo successive years. 

These animals will be marked with the clover-leaf ear-punch 

so that any animal over t>JO years old >Jill hava two such 

,Jar-marks. 

(ii) To vaccinate and Bar-:9unch all animals det~cted ;.rithout 

clover-leaf ear-punches. 

. .•.. /2 
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(iii) To keep naighbouri~_.countriee- -informed of tho state of affairs 

in respect of Hinddrpest through the liaison officers, and by 

mdans of annual scheduled mc8tings convened by STRC. In 

particular, each country will notify all concerned by tho 

most rapid means possible of any outbreaks of Rinderpest, 

stating the number of animals involved and geographical 

grid location of the outbreak. 

(iv) In the case of an outbreak of Rincl.er-,x:st, to implement the 

accepted Control measures as quickly as possible and 

un' .er professional veterinary sup->rvision. It is 

essential to vorify by a recognized laboratory the 

etiology of the infection. Recognized control rn8asures 

would include strict quarantine of all infected hdrds and 

in-contacts, a slaughter of all infected animals within 

a radious of 10 miles and payment of com .-:msation for 

animals slaughtered. 

( v) To hav0 vaterinary authorities maintain stricl: scolrveillenco 

over the movements of migratory and trade cattle Hhich 

shall be furnished with valid vaccination certificates, 

(vi) To provide adequate leGislation to permit the undertaking 

of the requirements of paragraphs 1 to 5 above. 

(vii) 'I'hese measures vJill b-o subjoct to annual roview." 

This matter is now assuring tro:;1endous importance: because the whole of 

' estern and Central Africa has almost been cover"d by the campail,'llo To 

prevent colossal v1aste of funds and a relause of fresh outbreaks with its 

attendant high mortality in livestock, the Council of ]'ini_Gters is invited 

at this mesting tq pass a resolu,;tion urgin.o; all OAU !!embers to adhere 

strictly to the minimum consc:rvatory measures outlinsd a~)OVe as soon as the 

mass innoculation campaign is over in aach state. •rhe Secretariat will like 

to add that it has nut a highly comptent veterinarian (Dr. Sall) on this 

assignment, D.e 1dll visit all Eo ,ber Stlctes concerned to ensure the.t these 

muasures are undertal<.en. 

"'"'"''~•··/3 
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Phase III of the campaign now in prosress in J.:iauritania, Senegal, 

Gambia, Liberia, Sierra-Leone, Guinea, tho rost of Tchad, Ivory Coast and 

Mali will be complCJted to~mrds the end of 1969. It 11ill than be important 

that conservatory measures be talcen to maintain tha standard of vaccination 

against the disease in these states on the same lines as in Phases I and II 

'tates, 

The formal launcJoin.:; of th" Car.1paign in . ;astGrn Africa \~as held in 

Nairobi in the middle of November, 1968. 5ome 50 participants from Livestock 

and V<Jterinary departments of tha Governm-onts of Sudan, Somalia, ;;'thiopia, 

Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania as we~l as representatives of laboratories like 

EAVIW in ::.ast Africa, Faroha in 'rchad and Zeit in Zthiopia were present 

at the meeting, Th~re were also experts from the FAO, UNDP, ~c, ~CA, USAID 1 

JIIDF, om.;, I,.;,i·.V,T, and the ·~e.st Africa.'1 Community, 

This business Jll0eting afforded the e:><;perts the o-:'·ool:"tunity to undertake 

detailed <md careful planning of th:; campaign in the antire zone of operation 

with th:; aid of maps and statistical data su ,,,lied by the scientists from 

;:dmber States, the laboratories and the various int"rnational agancies, 

Plans for the field activity in each state <mre synchronized with one another 

and procedures for oo-oparating at the inter-Gtate botmdaries \'/ere agreed 

upon bearing in mind the different circumstances of each country. Through 

the medium of the ,:AU International Co-ordinator, joint use of f'e.oili ties like 

publicity mat8rials and vaccination equipment -.rere a[jr:J0d upon. The meeting 

also laid the foundation for concerted action bet>reen the laboratories 

(producing vaccines) and the field officers (ueing the vaccines) of various 

countries so also to ensure an tminterrupted supply of vaccine throughout 

the neriod of the campaign. Gome of the i ,j,ortant reoom,,endations of the 

meeting are as follows: 

"(i) ~tension of JP 15 

It i'L;CO &-IDS that the present south-3rn boundaries of the 

JP 15 Ca-n~Jaign in '"astern Africa be ::evic>Jed; the OAU 

Secretariat should seek to combat both ~1inderpemt and 

CBPP in i.t\•rand~., Gurundi, Zambia and Halawi on the 

Eastern sea board of l1frica if necessary; that 

activities in \~estern and Central Africa should also 

be extended ·to the Central African Renublic, Gabon, 

Congo (Brazzaville), and Congo (Kinshasa) if n~cessary. 

• ... /t.· 
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(ii) Animal Production 

The l!Iaeting R8CO!i .8NDS that the CAU Secretariat should 

sponsor production and marketin& of ~frican Livestock in 

Horld !Jarket. International Organizations like the OIE 

should be encouraged to inform the world of the efforts 

of OAU 3tates to malre their livestock disaase free and 

therefore marketable. 

(iii) Appreciation to Donor 

The Meeting was apprdciative of the financial grants and 

Technical assistance made so far by the U .. AID, :;ll:c, OD!l, 

F.A.c., UNDP and other donor agencies and appeals to them 

to step up the volume of financial and technical assistance 

to Lember States so as to improve the value of the 

livestock industry in Africa both as a means of "arning 

foreign currency and as a source of cheap protein. 

(iv) Free Movement of r·:taff 

Following the agreement by participating states to encourage 

close contact and discussion prior to tho vaccination 

exercise in the field campaign, the meeting APFJALS to the 

authorities in each state to promote free movement across 

inter-state borders for veterinar.y officers, innoculatore: 

and oth0rs co1mec-ted >~_Lt.P the field 1·1or!c on the campaign. 

The InternationP.l Co-ordinator a'ld ' is De::mty chould also 

be accorded eas,v movement in the int,:,rest of effective 

sunervision and co-ordination of tha field campaign." 

2. Tr.vpanosomiasis or Tsetsefl,y c(ef.earch (Sleeninr;; Siclmess) 

The Council of ''"search >mrkers in Trypanosomiasis !mown as the 

International Scientific Council on Trypanosomiasis llecearch (ISC'rR) met in 

Bangui, ::entral African Republic, in mid Hovember, 1968. The purpose of the 

meeting ~<as to revi3W the ::.'ro ,re s of research >rork on and the success in 

field control of TrypanosomiasiP or Tsetsefly (sleepinz sickness) in Africa 

since 1966. About 47 er,1erts from research Centres in Africa and from 

international organizations participated in the >mrk of thCl conference and 

well ovJr 50 teclmical papers >Jere discussed dealing >Iith research work on 

animal and human trypanosomiasis. 

• ... ./5 
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Because of the importance of this field of research to Africa, the 

OAU seeks active co-o)Curation ,,ith HO and FAO in tha encouragement of the 

eradication of this scourge from Africa. The problem affects both animal 

and human health and require considerable financial resources in execution. 

If council approves the funds raguested b.v _the ··earetariat, it is expected 

that the .I!.Xecutive Co .1n~i ttee of ~he ISC'r'' would meet this year to map out the 

areas of further rese~h_in T£'lJ2_anosomiasis and eX])lore United Nations 

support for research and' t:cah1ing and for field eradication projects both at 

the national and at the regional levels, Some of the recommendations of the 

Bangui Jleeting are as follmJs: 

"(i) l!i-oeting of ·i;ho .il<:ecq_~Committee 

The Conference deplored t'1e fact that the 0xecutive 

c01ilmittee of the council against trypanosomiasis did not meet 

regularly once a year as had been planned in the regulations 

of the committee, 

It iillCOMl'icl-TDATIONS that the Committee should meet once a 

year to advh:e on 

(a) priorities in research and control programmes, 

(b) support for research on trypa~osomiasis, 

(c) allocation of funds for research and control 
measures t an.d 

(d) initiati0!1 of new lbes of research. 

(ii) Appaal to OAU .tat.~. 

The Council unanimously recob~ized the need to carry on the 

work of 1r1ratchfulness a."'ld of actio:a against tryp~osomiasis 

in all the member cott."ltries, and it requests all ''ember 

;Jtates of OAU cc.1cerned to put at the dis9osal of researchers 

medical doctorfl, the fina~cial .neru>s and addi tonal trained 

personnel to ensure the success of field action to 

eradicate the disease." 

3. Contagious Bovine l'l.Jur_9-Pneumsmia Research and Field Control: 

First moves at erar:licution of this dir:ease cct the regional level was 

taken in 1965 when veterinarians of the Governments of Kenya and Tanzania 

submitted a proposal to ·ohe OAU f'ecretariat for a' joint campai(\"ll against CBPP 

in their common border. This l·ias follm-:ed U1) by the Sacr,etaria·o and it has 

been poso;·ible to get some 0xternal financial assistance to launch this scheme 

late in 1968 simultaneously with the rinderpest eradication project, Sor far, 
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Sudan, Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania clill be covelred by 

this simultaneous vaccination project. 'l'he c:ecretariat has asked its 

technicians to examine the possibility of expanding the coverage to include 

Zambia, galawi, Rwanda, Burundi, Congo (Kinshasa) and Congo (Brazzaville). 

Discussions at the Technical meeting on Uinderpest Crunpaign in Nairobi 

last riovember revealed that time is now op~ortune for OAU to sponsor a field 

eradication proj.act of th~ CBPP in Vlestern and Central Africa too on the same 

lines as the rinderpest campaign. Up to now the OCAI'l, O.GHS and .>'ntente 

groups of States have indicated the need for a massive campaign against this 

other scourge of livestock. In order to ensure a thorou~h and effective 

cove>rage of all states, the Secretariat proposes th<.t all GAU States should 

a,gree that Livestock disease control and eradication are arees of common 

concern to all OAU c;tates and that the OAU Sacretariat s~.:.ould handle the 

problem on the same lines as the Joint Campaigu_bEainst Rinderpest which has 

prov..Jd to be an accomplished success so far. The OAU Secretariat personnel 

handling this aspect of our activity have acquired considerable experience in 

project evaluation and costin,; as a result of their 8xperience on sev<>ral 

other surveys and it ~1ould be to th" credit of our organization if the 

planning, evaluation and actual field activity l·rere handled at our inter­

African Secretariat. 

The Council of lliinisters is therefore invited to approve that the 

Gecretariat should study 11a,ys and means of undertaking joint and co-operative 

campaign a.o;ainst CBP:' in all a:t;f ected CAU StatclS on the same lines as the 

Rinderpest Campaign; that other African ec'2nomic groups 8hould co-operate 

with the OAU Secretariat on this nro,j~ct to avoid wasteful dunlication of 

effort; and that the F[l..Q,__"l;)le illrDP and otJl~_\i-gencies should co-onerate 

with the OAU Secretariat on this nroject as they are doing in the case of the 

rinderpest comnaign. 

4. Panel of Scientific ,Cxnerts 

Last year, the Council of J.linisters uas informed that the f:ecretariat 

was inviting nominations from Member f)tates of f'cientists with appropriate 

qualifications to constitute the panel of scientific advisers in some areas 

of research and development. These are Panels of Geology and Mineralogy, 

Oceanography and Fisheries, Mechanization of Agriculture and the African 

Medicinal Plants Research. The Secretariat hopes to convene meetings of 

.••.• /7 
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these panels during this year to consider inter-African policy issues in 

some priority development aspects like:-

(a) Training of indigenous African research workers at 

post-&Taduate level as well as middle grade or 

technical level; 

(b) Feasibility of e>stablishing Ita search and 'rraining Institutes 

or im9rovement of existing facilities in these disciplines; 

(c) The problem of systematic exploitation and conservation 

of ocean and river resources including the need for in.er­

national Conventions (Oceanography and Fisheries); 

(d) Planning new studies and pre-investment joint co-operative 

survey in areas of common or regional interosts; and 

(e) Determination of research priorities. 

5. Other Activities 

All other activities of the Organization in the field of Teclmical and 

SoiGntific co-operation have continued. The Cereal Crop P~search which deals 

with improvement of maize, sorghum a'1d legumes production have continued and 

it is hoped to convene a meeting of research workers co-operating in this 

project sometime in 0ctober, 1969, to review the achievements and explore 

further research opportunities on grain crops. 

All the 'rechnical Bureaux namely tha Interafrican Bureau for Animal 

Health (IBAH) in Nairobi, tha Interafrican Phytosanitary Commi8sion (IAPSC) 

in Yaounde, and the Interafrican Bureau of Soil (BIS) in Bangui have 

continued Hith their activities as in previous y-oars. It is no>T hoped that 

with adr.l.i tional···ftmds and personnel they ;rould be able to undertake research 

work. The BIS in Bangui, is hoti0Ver still very short of hands despite 

repeated appeals for soil soientists to man the Bureau, 

A meeting of technician of llember Governments dealing with Plant 

Quarantine matters is scheduled to meet in Lagos from 8th to 11th April, 

1969. The meeting will review the present position of pest control in 

Africa and the maohinery·for plant quarantine to prevent importation of 

diseased vegetative materials or seed into the continent. ln Vi3W of the 

fact that Agriculture (and allied industry) is v3ry im~ortant to the economy 
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o:f all ru.u-~......,_,_-..:i.*.-if~~~ States take conce:r-t&d. -6o0-t.i<>ll 

t<> p:rotect their economic interest; otba~~;>J...~t .. ·which are 

the bulwark o:f the economios of our states might be ruined through neglectful 

importation of fruits, vegotative materials or seends of any type. 

6. Scientific Council of Africa (CSA) 

It is ~xpected that the ~;cientific Council of Africa (CSA) will meet 

sometime in 1-'la.Y, 1969, to assess the· Proez'<'SS of inter-African co-opc.ration 

in Sc.ionti.:f.i.o, Teohnical....and Wucationa.l fiolds- and--* -m~·1>0-li.q SU<ru:<>aticu:w 

to the OAU on research and development work in Africa, 

ADDIS ABABA - JANUARY 1969 
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