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THE ADMINISTRATIVE SZCRETARY'S RAPORT CN QAU'S
ACTIVITISES AND INTHR-AFRICAN CO~OP .RATION IN
GDUCATIUN, SCILNCE, TECHNOLOGY, I11.ALTH AND CULTURE

CENBRAL REPORT

Introduetion:

1. In line with the previocus practices of the CAU; the Ordinary Sessibn
of the Council of Ilinisters which is held in February is mainly concerned
with budgetary mattdrs. It should be apnresiated that for other activities,
unleéss the programme was already started, and unless certain activities are
already planned to fall batween September and December - when ruports for the
February meeting. are normally prepared — the time is usually too short for
initiating action. For example, in matters of correspondence, it usually
takes several months for letters written to lMember States by the General
Secretariat to be renlied to.. Ulost of the times this %akes more than two
months, lHowever, the (General Secretariat customarily precents to the Crdinary
Cessiong of the Council a ranort on ‘the CAU activities and inter—African
co—operation in educational, scient!fio, technological, health and cultural

matters, This tradition is maintained.

2, Since the eeting of Heads of State and Government in Algiers last
September, several matters arising from the decigions taken at that meeting
were taken up. These include the formal approach to the 1CA that the
establishment of Centres of .xcellence in Africa should become a Joint

OAU/;CA programme1. The CA is still considering the request.

3. As for the proposed food reserves, two meetinge were held in Xampala,
during the African Regional Conference of FAC last November. The purpose

of the meetings was to exchange views and to agree on the lines of action to
be taken to enable a pilot scheme for the CAU's programme on regional stocks
of food grains to. be ectablished in the region comprised of Uganla, Tanzania

and Kenya,

veses)2
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4 During the FAO African iegional Conference, discussions were also held
with some of the i‘inisters of Agriculture and officials from some Ilember States
dealing with agriculture, concerning the actions to be taken to implement the

OAU's decision to establish food reserves in their areas.

Se During the period under review, the CAU held two neetings, ons concern--
ing Phytosanitary mattert which was held in Cairo, UAR, from 15th to 19th
October, 1968, and tha second one concerning Trypanosomiasis which was held

in Bangui in Central African Republic from 12th to 16th November, 1968,

6. Officials from the Secientific and Cultural Department attended seqeral
Conferences of the UN.Speoialized Agencies. A Representative was sent 1o the
Bi-annual Conference of Unesco which was held in Paris from 15th October, to
20th November, 1968. It is recalled that in one of the resolutions passed

by the Council of Ministers, lagt September concerning the First All-African
Cultural Festival which is to be held in Algiers from the 218t July to lst
August, 1969, Unsesco was asked %o give assistance towards the expenseg that
may @arise in the staging of that FestiVal2. As difficulties had arisen in
the preliminary negotiations with Unesco, the Administrative Secretary General
had to go to Paris personally io try and obtain the required assistance and

sunrport from Unesco,

Te The General Secretariat also sent a Reprzsentative to the IAREA General
Conference in Vierma which was held from24th to 30th September, 1968. At that
sitting, the IAEA approved the IAEA/OAU Agreefnent of co-operation which is
now ready for signature. Arrangements for the participation of the Agency

in the African Symposium on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic ifnergy were mlso

discussed.

8. The General Secretarin’ also sent a Representative to the African
Regional Conference of FAO which, as stated above, was held in Kampala,
Uganda. Besides discussing matters relevent to agriculture and food
production, that Conference also discussed the re—organization of FAO organs

in Africa.

ceed/3

2. Resolution C/Res,]68(XI).



oM/253
Page 3

O These are among the main activities that took place between September
and December and they are either dealt with in separate documents to this
session of the Council of Miniters or they are covered under appropriate

headings here under.

10. This opportunity ls taken to inform Nember States that prevarations

are now under way for the holding of the Firet Ordinary Session of the enlarged
Edueational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission. This follows the
coming into force of the amendments to the COAU Charter afier being approved
by the Assevbly of Heads of State.and Government. One of the amendments
amalgamates the Educational and Cultural Commission, the Scientific, Technieal
and Research Commission, and the Health, Sanitation and Nutrition Commission
into the iducational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission. In
accordance with the established practices of the OAU, the meeting of that
Commission will be preceded by that of the Scientific Council of Africa.

The Scientific Council of Africa is expected to deal with not only the items
to be presented to the Comaission, but also to prepare the African position

in the Conference on Science and Technology which Unesco is plapning to hold
in 1969,

11, Now that the financial outlay of lember States of the meetings of the -
Commissions has been cut down, and the three Commissicns have been combined
into cne, it should be possible for ilember States to send Ministers and
officials concerned with these matters to attend only one instead of three
meetings. Within the terms of reference given to it, which were inherited
unaltered from the three previous Commisgions, the Commiscion and Scientific
Council of Africa should be able to deal with the technical and subject
aspects of any projects that are presented to the Council of Ministers and
the Assembly of Teads of State and Government for approval. Without this
technical contribution of the Commission and the CSA, the OAU may find it
difficult to appreciate fully and implement projects which could facs technical
difficulties that could have been avoided by fuller discussions of the kind
that these organs of the CAU Zrive to them. The nrovisional agenda for both
the Commission and the CSA are being prepared and will be circulated in due
course. In this connection, a circular note has been sent to "ember States
asking for items to be included on the provisional agenda of the Commission.
Another circular note has also been sent io . ember of the Scientific Council
of Africa and to the Association of African Universities. In this way, the
General “ecretariat hopes to involve lHember States and the relevant Institu~
tions in the work which the CSA and the Commission are eXpected to deal with

when they meat next.

ceed/l
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12. l"ember States are aware that the Specialized fgencies of the UN and
other Crganizations continue to be active in Africa. In accordance with the
role which Member States have given to the CAU, it is necessary to formulate
proposals in all areas for future activities which would benefit their
citizens and some of which could be used as a basis for active co-operation
between the CAU and these organizations. T'ember States are seriously urged
to prepare for participating in the meetings of both the Iducational,
Seientific, Cultural and lealth Conmission and of the Scientific Council

of Africa so as to contribute to that formulation of future proposals. The
meetings are expected to bé held in Hay or June, 1969, on dates to be
announced later. Unless an invitation is received from a hember State to
host these meetings elsewhere, they will be held in Addis Ababa, Lthiopia,
at the Headgquarters of the 0AU,

BOUCATICN ¢
General:

13. The main event in the educational and training fields was the recent
OAU/UN&ECO Conference on Education and Scientific and Technical Training in
Relation to Development in Africa which was held in Nairobi, Kenya, in July
1968, The recommendations that were passed at that Conference were adopted
by the OAU3

States, the 0AU, UKHESCO and all the other organizations concerned.

and what remains to be done isg their being implemented by Fember

14. Looking at the discussions which took place during that Conference,
several common points were revealed by speakers from most African States.
For example, in the field of primary education,; there was the problem of
inadequacy of secondary school places and jobs for primary school leavers.
This problem which not only concers the educational and economic planners
but also the social workers in so far as the children who have been left
idle after primary education need to be made more productive or otherwise
useful to communities in which they live. Most speakers expressed concern
at the inability of the present services and schocl places to absorb these
children, and called for national, regional and continental efforts to try

and see whether solubtions could be found_to these problems.

vees/5
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15. Ag for secondary education, there was a genaral agreement among those
present that the school places currently available are too inadequate fof the
needs of school-age children of most Member States. Speaker after speaker
called for increased efforts to create more school places so as to profide
the primary school leavers with places to go to, and so as to provide
education for students woing on to higher education and training, as well

as for students enterirg into technical schools as middle grade technicians.

16. The present institutions of higher learning appear to be producing
graduates above the targets which were set for them by previous educational
conferences. [‘owever, when one looks at the number of expartriates still
working or who are required to fill vacencies, within Member States, one is
left in no doubt as to thé need to step-up rapidly the number of graduates
guccessfully coming out of the Universities., This matter was emphasized

at the Nairobi Conference and resolutions were passed calling for increased
national and regional efforts to ensure that there are enough institutions
of higher learnin; to cater for higher education and training in Africa

in all disciplines. Among the peints expressed by some speakers was the one
ealling for ‘ember States to give adequate emphasis to the education of
women so as to ens.re that they take their righful places in the develcpment

of their countries.

17. Turning on to the educational and training targets that had been set
by previous conferences, it was observed that these required revision:in line
with the present information, and changing development needs of l'ember States.
In particular, Unesco, CAU and .CA were asked to gather the necessary data
and information and to propose how the Addis Ababa targets in general
education could be revised. While this process is going on, Member States
were asked to continue to apply the targets that have been set and if

posi.ible; and indeed it is necessary that, thess should be exceeded.,

,18' Turning back to the preparations for the holding of the ducational,
Scientific; Cultural and Wealth Commission which will discuss among other
things educational and training matters, it is observed that the Nairobi
Conference passed a recommendation which called on Unesco and the CAU to
ensure that "the data of subsequent regional meetings at ministerial level
is chosen in such a way that their conclusions are available w en the
programe and budget to be submitted to the following General -Conference

of UNiZSCO is being nrepared, in order that appropriate provision can be made

for their implementation™. It is in fulfilment of the desire of l‘inisters

ceeos/b



CM /253
Page 6

of Bducation, and indeed of all Fember States that the meeting of the
Commission should be reld next year so that any recommendations to Unesco
could be presented in time for the draft budget that will be presented to
Unesco's bi-annual conference in 1970. This is an additional reason why
Yember States are urged to prepare to participate fully in the Commission's

meeting scheduled for liay or June next year.

19. As has been mentioned in Previous reports, the number of teachers
available in Hember States is inadequate for the current and projected
educational needs. The Conference expressed the wish that not orily should
institutions of teachsr training be increased but also facilities should be
made available for in-service training of Teachers. Iﬁ these connections,
the curricula for teacher training should be adapted to the local environment
as well as being in keoping with the educational demands which a modern State
and science and technology dictate. The Conference also called for research
on more utilization of teachers so that those that are available may be
enabled, through better equipment, methodology or higher student/feacher

ration, to teach more students than they are doing a% present.

Future Programme:

20. A%t the forthcoming meeting of the uwducational, Scientific, Cultural
and Health Commission, it is expected to look deeper in the recommendations
of the Nairobi Conference on @ducation and Training %o see which projects
could be embarked upon so as to correct existing problems and to improve

the educational and training ownortunities available in lMember States. It

is hoped that attention will be paid o the problem of primary school leavers
who are umable to comtinue with further education for lack of school places.
Inthis connection, it is hoped that a meeting will be held as recom-ended

by the Nairobi Conference under Unesco, ILO, £CA and OAU to advise or
propose methods of absorbing usefully primary school leavers. It is likely
that whatever is advised may entail the provision of increased training
facilities in activities that can be undertaken in the rural and urban areas,
as well as stepping up the popularization of handicrafts., Also the .eeting
could examine poscibilities of creating national services which can be used
for carrying out campaigns.of an economical or social nature, for instance
in forest planting, terracing of cuifivateabie“lanﬁ? road building,

Health Centre building, and similar jobs that are lobour—intensive.

veos/T
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While these are being done, a technical training programme could be
injected into their daily activities to provide simple skills for the
participants which they can use after serving their period in the national
service. This programme of how t0 use school leavers also raises problems
that require closer co-operation with the planners of national economic and
social development. Prcj:ucts which would include extensive apprenticeship

could be worked out and agreed upon for implementation.

21, The Commission may also be able tc examine the proposed ways of
increasing teachef training institutions. The present supply of irdigenous
teachers is far too low compared to the present and projected educational
needs. It is therefore necesgary to consider how the present facilities
could be stretched to train more and more teachers for the educational
servieces of I.ember States and also to scout around for finances 1o
supplement the efforts of |ember States in building more teacher training
institutions. The Commission should also be able to examine, and made
proposals which would increase secondary school places within !lember States.
The General Secretariat proposed to the Conference in Nairobi, that where
possible some of the secondary school facilities can be shared so as to
expand the cpportunities available, thue allowing primary school leavers to
join’' secondary schools. It was recommended that | ember States should examine
the posgibility of two or more schools sharing facilities so as.to reduce
costs and so as to stretch the services that can be obtained from the

available teachers and funds to cover more students than is nbrmal at present.

22, As for higher education, the General Secretariat is continuing with
its activities to establish Centres of Excellence in Africa, while
encouraging in general and through the Association of African Universities,
the expansion of undergraduate institutions. There is a separate brief
report on the present stage in the implementation of the programme to

establish Centres of Ixcellence in Africa.

23. The CAU is also keen to varticipate in studies that UNESCO, <CA and
others have been asked fo carry out, which are designed to standardize

school equipment and to stimulate production of textbooks so that these can
be mass produced in Africa at costs that would be lower to llember States.
Following the recommandations of the Nairobi Conference, sgtudies will also

be carried cut with the view to establigh instrumenfal centres for the design,
manufacture, repair and maintenance of scientific apparatus and equipment -

as-well as of other schodl equipment and of teachers' aids., The CAU, together

ceses/B
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with UN.C0, C4 and other Organizations, will carry out studies in
these fields with a view to making recommendations that can be imnlemented
to the benefit of' educational and training services offered by lember States

to their citizens.

HIEALTET AND SANTTATICN:

‘General:

24.-. In the field of Health, the absence of qualified personnel within ‘the
Generéixﬂearetariat has limited the activities which could be undertaken.
Although it had been hoped that at least one Jooctor would have bheen recruited
" at the Secretariat by September this yzar, this did not materialize.

However, interviews have been aready conducted with three Doctors and the
necessary recomnendations have bheen put fto the Administrative Secretary
General through the Recruitment Board for the recruiiment of one of the

three Doctors interviewed.

25. The OAU Cffice in lagos organized an internaticnal meefing om
Trypanosomizeis which was held in Bangui in the Central African Republic
from 12th to 16th November, 1968.' A report on the proceedings and
recommendations of t!.at meeting ap-ears in the mport by the CAU Office in

Lagos.

26. It is regretted that the CAU Symposium on Bilharziasis vhich had

- previously been soheduled in Cairo in the United Arab Republie from Bth to
14th February, 1969, has had. to be postponed due to unforeseen circumstances,
The UAR is however free to proceed to organize the symposium as a regional,
and not OAU, gathering. Preparations are being underteken to hold the CAU

gymposium on a date and at a venue to"be anncunced later.

Future Programme:

Future programmes in the health and sanitation fields await the

recruitment of a Doctor into the Secretariat.

ceeesf9
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NUTRITION:
(eneral:

28. The OAU has been actively involved at three planes, in trying to
improve the nutrition of the citizens of Member States. At the first plane,
there is the programme to e¢stablish regional stocks of food grains in Africa.
These food reserves when established would act as an insurance against food
shortages and famines in_Africa, as well as being available for trade with
other African States. They could also be used for exports to non-African

countries which need them.

29. The most recent activities in the implementation of that pro ramme
consisted of discussions between the Ministers of Agriculture or officials
from the Ministries of Agriculture of ' ember States and a representative of
the General Secretariat durins the African Regional Conference of FAO which
was held in Kampala, Uganda, from 18to fo 30th November, 1968, During these
discuszions, the possibilities of establishing a pilot scheme in the region
comprised by Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya were examined further. Also separate
discussions were held with liinisters cr representatives of i'ember States
regarding possibilities of implementing the programme in their Ctates. A
separate report on these discussions has been submitted to this session of

the Council of Ministers and attention is drawn to it.

30, The second plane at which the (AU is active in the field of nutrition
is in the work being carried out by its Scientific Bureaus presently located
in the following places: The Inter~African Bureau for Animal Health in Muguga
near Nairobi in Xenya, the Inter—African Soils Bureau in Bangui in the Central
African Republic and the Tnter-African Phyto-Sanitary Bureau in Yaocunde in
Cameroun. These scientific bureaus deal with some aspects of agricultural
production which, among others, aim at providing sufficient food to the
Vember States. The activities of these bureaus are covered elsewhere in a

separate report by the CAU Office in Lagos.

3. The third plane at which the CAU is active in the field of nutrition
is in its support for the joint FAC/UHC/CAU nutrition wnit which is located
in Accra, Ghana, and in researct activities in fields such as the production
of high yielding secds of cereals. Here again, these activities which are

mainly in research, are covered in the report of the CAU Office in Lagos.

«../10



CM/253
Page 10

Future Programme:

32, The future programme in nutrition will mainly be in increased
efforts to establish the proposed pilot scheme for regional stocks of food
reserves as indicated in a separate report to this session of the Council
of Finisters. It is also hoped that the next meeting of the Lducaticnal,
Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission will examine possibilities of

initiating some projecis in salty and fresh water fisheries.

33. Contacts have been made to sec what aptivities can be undertaken

soon to establish the provosed Centre of ixcellence in Food Science and
Technology. The aim is to.agree on the scope of studies to be carried out
which would lead to the drawing up of a project plan for the proposed Centre
of Excellnce on Food Science and Technology., Discussions are also in
progress on the others, i.e. the Centres of ixcellence for Marine Science and
Technology (which covers the exploitation of fishes) and for the Veterinary
Science. It is hoped to pursue these discussions, and should any positive

results be achieved, these will be reported to the Council of Ministers.

34. Returning to fishes, Member States zlong the Gulf of Guinea in
'estern Africa are reminded that the report cn ‘the Guinea Trawling Survey
has now been circulated and should be studied closely. 1% is hoped that the
Member States concerned will be able to bring forward ideas for new projects
which can be undertaken during the provosed meeting of the .ducational,

Scientific, Cultural and Health CoMfmission.

WATURAL R.uSCURCES:

(Jeneral:

5. The most important event in the field of natural resources that has
occurred since the Algiers meeting was the holding of the African Regional
Conference of FAOQ which was held in Kampala, Uganda, from 18th to 30th
November, 1968.

ceeens/11
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(a) riculfure:

36, At the Kampala meeting mentioned above, the FAD proposed several
inportant szetivities in Agricultufe. - The.agenda of the Conference embraced
geveral topics ranging from food production, animal husbandry, forestry
through research to co-operative action at various levels. DBut, of special
interest at the confersence was the presentation by FAOC of a document
entitled "the Strategy for the future work of FAOV4. This strategy which
attempnts to define areas of high priority for action in agriculiure, selects
five areas in which FC intends to concentrate its efforts as part of its
overall contribution to agricultural and feood production and development
of !ember States. The five areas selcted are:

(1) Work on high vielding varieties on basic food crops,

(2) Filling the protein gan,

(3) War on wastage,

(4) The mcbilization of human reseurces for rural development, and

(5) sarning and saving foreign exchange.

37 Although here was a debate on these five areas during the Fampala
Conferance, it was agreed that "ember States should study them more closely
and communicate their comments or views to the FAO subsequently. The
General Secretariat is alsc locking at these areas and may make its views
known to the next Crdinary .ession of the Educational, Scientific, Cultural

and Health Comaission.

38. However, in passing, one can say a few things about the selected
arecas, DBefore doing so, it is worthwhile to repeat that there was a very
lively debate on the five areas of concentration gelected by FACG in Kampala.
While all delegates welcomed this approach of setting the goals to which
activities and effort would be concentrated, most of them indicated that
tlisse priorities did not sometimes coincide with those of some of the -
States. In this connection, a plza was made by several delegates who called
on FAO to assure them that in cases where areas of priorities differ from
the five selected by FAO, financial and technical assistance will be
forthcoming from FAO. In his summing up of the position, the Director

CGeneral of FAC indicated that this approach to the future activities

ceeaf12
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of FAQO had bheen considered necessary so as to have someihing to 'sell! to
the donor countries. [Rastablishing such a plan would also assist in the
mobilization of public opinicn both in the donor and receiving countries
for support of agricultural projects. The Director Gemeral alsoc indicated
that maclhinery had already been established within the FAO Secretariat to
mndertake the work required in preparing and lauwnching actions in the five
areas selected and that possible deonors of ald had azlready been approached.
He assured the Conference that the efforts of FAO will not exclude other

areas of priorities decided upon by individual Hember States.

39. In passing it would apwvear that one would not differ very much with
the five areas selected for the concentrated effort, especially seeing that
Hember States of the 04U are at different development levels particularly in
the field of agricultural production and productivity. However, when
considering the moves by the OAU to sstablish regional food reserves in
Africa which initially would be in four grains, i.e. maize, wheat, rice and
millets and sorghums, one would welcome the “"work on high yielding varietiss
of basic food crops" and the "filling of protein gap®. It is recalled that
in the report presented to the Algiers meetings concerning the proposed
astablishment of food reserves, there was an implicit hint that once adequate
quantities of staple foods are maintained, attention will have to be turhed
to keeping or storing other food—stuffs which are necessary for giving
balanced diets to human beings. Therefore, when looked at from this angle,
oné can say that the FAO plan {to concentrate efforts in the two areas quoted
above, would definitely be of assistance to or complementary to the plan of
the OAU to establish regional food reserves in Africa. One cannot nrovide
only carbohydrates (i.e. in providing the cereals) without also providing
protein giving fdods such as dried milk; beans, preserved meat, fish, etc.
Therefore the O0AU and FAO will need to work closely together both on the OAU
programme for establishing food reserves and on the.FAQ programme to produce

high yielding varieties of basic food crops and of filling the pretein gap.

40, ‘The FAC's intention to conocentrate action on "a war on wastage" is
based mainly on the desire to reduce the wastage of food during harvesting,
transportation and storage. This is one of the caseg the Secreftariat had
brought to the attention of Nember States in 1967 in one of the documents
relating to the sitorage of food. FAO's moves in this direction of saving
focd=stuffs is thsrefore worthwhile.

see/13
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41. "The mobilization of human rescurces in rural development" is a

complex subjsct which goes beyond the borders of pure agriculture. It is
recalled that this subject was the topic of extended discussions during the
OAU/UNESCO Conference on education and training, especially in connection

with primary #chool leavers. Ceftainly, the improvement and mechanization

of peasént agriculture will go along way towards making agricuiture tﬁ

support higher popdiations aﬁa higher incomes in the rural aréas. But then

one is aware of the nomual occurrances whereby any mechanization of agriculture
and in particular, any increase in agricultural productivity usnélly cuts

down the number of peasants required to work on land, and this ia turn relcases
considerable manpower which has to be absorbed in other sectors of the economy.
Such manpower, unless it has received adeguaie education and is

trained in some skills, could cause considerable problems to the Government.

Therefore this prosramme is complex and required concerted action between FAO,
UNESCO, OAU and the llember Governments so as to ensure that 2 multi-directional
approach to this problem is worked out and implemented. However, it is hoped
that FPAO and UNHSSCO will take the lead in stimulating effective action in this
eonnection and that other organizations such as the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization will also be brought in so that education, training,
agricultural development and industrialization can be undertaken simultaneously

to avoid negative problems arising from excessive idle labour.

42, Turning now to the last area of concentration selected by FAO,
"earning and saving foreign exchange", this again is a complex problem which
affects or is relevant to all the sectors of the economy. However, it would
be interesting to see what prenosals FAO will make in this connection and

these are awaited with interest,

43. As already mentioned, thesfive aireas of high priority selected by
FAOQ are being considered and it is hoped to present a report to the Commission

concerned when it meets.

44. 0AU activities in the agricultural field have continued to be done

by the three soiSntific bureaus alreddy established which ddal with ahimals,
plants and soils. These included the holding of a meeting on plant health
matters, in Cairo, UAR, from 15th to 19th October, 1968. A report on these
is included in the report from the OAU Lagos Office.

cered/14
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) linerals:
45. It has not been possible to convene a meeting of the CAU Committes

on Minerals and Geology. However, once the plans for the meeting are
completed these will be advised to lMember States together with the date

and venue of that meeting. As has been stated bsfore, minerals, as a source
of income for overall development, and as a factor in industrialization,

are very important to the planned activities of Member States. Therefore,
anything that the OAU can do to stimulate action in increased effective
exploitation and development of minerals would assist in the efforts of

Member States to raise the standards of living of their citizens.

(o) Water Regourges:

46, In Africa, some “tates are naturally endowed with alot of water,
while others are not. 4 concerted approach by CAU Vembsr States could
make them use their water resources more extensively. Training of
professionals and undertaking of research at the pronosed Centre of
Exocellence on 'ater Resources, Planning and Development would very much
assist this process. As in the case of other Centres, discussions are
being held which would lead to the actual establishment of that Centre in

Africa.
(d) Deserts:

4T It is recalled that the General Jecretariat published a document
in which it drew attention to the need to:
(i) control and eliminate the present expansion of African
deserts, and
(ii) undertake economic activities which would make ths desepts
yield more food; minerals, or foreign currency for the

benefit of the ‘tates concerned.

48. An informal meeting of these States was held in Kinshasa, Congo,

in 1967 during the meetings of the Council of Ministers and the Assembly
of Heads of State and Government (in Committee C) at which it was agreed
that a meeting should be organized between those “tates fto discuss
possible areas of national or common action in making the deserts to serve
the needs of man, especially in the production of food and in mining

activities. Proposals have been made in the next financial year for this

verses/15
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meeting to be heid and it is hoped that the necessary approval will be
given so that the action may be initiated to utilize the desert areas to
assist in the efforts of Member States concerned +t¢ raise the standards

of living of their citizens.

Future Programme:

49, The Gemeral Secretariat is hopeful that the proposed meeting of the
dZducational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission will be held so that
future action in the es¥pleoitation of natural resources, and particularly in
agricultural, mineral and water resources sectors may be discussed and
defined. As indicated above, the General Secretariat hopes to submit to
that meeting its views on the five areas of high priority selected by FAO

in the agricultural field, and it is hoped that ideas would be forthcoming
which can be drawn up into projects which the FAO could be asked to consider

adopting,

50. In the field of minerals, the Secretariat has included in the drarft
budget for the following year a proposal to set up 2 team of experts to draw
up a project plan for a Centre of ixcellence in Geology, Ceophysics and
liineralogy. At this Centre, it is hoped to train highly qualified personnel
for such activities as prospecting, mining, and refining of minerals. With
their own local people trained in these fields, “ember States would be
enabled to plan more acouratoly their activities in the exploitation and
development of their mineral wealth. Also, plans are underway to hold a
meeting of the CAU Commitiee on Minerals and Geology, and the necessary

. finances have been included in the draft budget for 1969/70.

51. Should the financial request for the holding of a mesting on the
utilization of the deserts and semi-deserts be apwroved, it is hoped to
make specific proposals which could stimulate discussions on possible areas
of action., It is loped that the necting, if it is held, could define - o
projects which could be undertaken both at national or regional levels for

the benefit of the ! ember States concerned.

AT
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SCIENCE, TCHNOLOGY AND RuSWARCH:
General:
52. The development of science and technology and research starts with

the appropriate teaching of the science subjects, i.e. physics, chemistry

and mathematice. The Nairobi Conference on education and training
emphasized the need to popularise the teaching of science subjects in schools
so that more and more students may take up these subjects at the intermediate
and higher educational levels. Proposals, such as increased science
programmes on radio and television services, higher salaries for scientifie
occupations, awards for performances in scientific subjeets and the
association of scientists in the planning stages of projects, were mentioned
as some of the actions that oﬁuld lead to the popularization of science

subjects,

53. Turning to the actual teaching of the subjzcts, the Conference called
for a study to be made with a view to establishing instrumentation centres
where scientific apparatus and equipment could be designed, manufactured,
repaired and maintained. It is hoped that UNLSCO will initiate action in
connection with this study and that the CAU and the #CA will collaborate
with it. Also in the teaching of science subjects, which, it should be
mentioned, also include biology, the Conference called for the encouragement
of a general study of the environment by students on a scientific and syste-
matic basis. The teaching of technology should also be introduced into
schools at an sarly age so as to acquaint the youth of ' ember States with
the technological structures and processes of some of the things they come
across in their day to day activities. The Conference called for a stepping

up of experimental and practical lines in the teaching of science subjects.

54. Turning to the adults, the Conference called for an increase of
technical training of adulte so as to expand their vocational opportunities,
Unesco was asked to study voscibilities of setting up technical teacher
training institutions from which technical teachers could come to undertake

not only technical jobs for school children, but also for adulits.

eeon /17
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55. After making provision for all these with the view to encouraging

the learning of science by students, and the expansion of the scientific

and technical education, the Conference called for the education of parents

in simple scientific subjects and processes. BSucl teaching of science to
parents, or t6 the populction at large, helps to create the necessary
motivations, atmosvhere and backgrouwnd from which students who can be encouraged
to learn or take scientific subjects. It is importsnt also in that the

general teaching of simple science and scientific processes to the population

at large helps to create the right atmosnhere for innovations which help

to create a demand for sophisticated articles, and which in turn act as

stimulant to both small and large scale indusiries.

56. Turning to research, the terms of reference of the scientifiec bureaus
of the OAU have been expanded to include a limited amount of research work.
This is a move which the Secretariat considers important so as to create a
nucleus for the CAU research activities, especially in the agricultural sector.
Where posgible, therefore, the scientific personnel at the scientific bureaus
will be encouraged and given the means to undertake limited amount of research

in their respective diseinlines,

Future Programme:

57. The General Secretariat hopes to present to the proposed meeting of
the .ducational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission, a case to
encourage and initiate action in Africa on the transfer of technology from
outside Africa to Africz especially in connection with small scale industries.
- As has been:mentioned in previous reports,; all lember States of the QAU are
classified as under-developed or developing countries. The initial
industrialization of these countries will mainly depend on borrowing ideas
from the industries which ars at present obtaining in the developed
countries. This borrowing of ideag would be restricted both by the markets
available as well as by the resources which can be mobilized by these countries.
Howsver, when looking at small scale industries, it is possible to device
industries whose scale of oreration is in keeping with the markets and
resources available within the Member States individually or jointly.

This is a matter in which ths CAU Menber ‘tates stand to gain provided that

it is done soon and with their supnort.
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58. These proposals will be drawn:up and it is hoped they will receive
the support that they deserve especially when seeing that they are meant
to step up the industrialization and hence th2 economic,; social and »olitical

development of the ~ember States of the OAU,

59. It was reported at the last meetings in Algiers that plans were being
made for the holding of an African Symposium on the Feaceful Uses of Atomio
Energy. A representative of the CAU visited the ITALA and held discussions
with the Agency's officials concerning that symposium. The discussions went
ofi very well and more discussions are envisafed before the end of this year
to finalize the arrangements for that symposium. At the kind invitation

of the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the symposium
will be held in Kinshasa from the 28th July to 1st August, 1969. The
Preparatory Committee for the symposium met‘in Addis Ababa from the 18th

to 20th December, 1968, and previewed the abstracts of the working papers
to be presented to the symposium. Following this meeting, the necessary
informatioh was circulated to HMember States, to the CSA ! embers and to the
other parties concermed. It is hoped that many African scientists who are
usually engaged in the psaceful uses of atomic energy,or who aspire to

be active in that field -whether it be in medieine, industry, agriculture,
training, etc,, etc. — will make svery effort to attend that mecting.
Iember “tates are kindly requested to provide the necessary funds for these
scientists to come and contribute to the discussions. Out of the recommen-—
dations of that symposium, it is hoped to obtain several nrojects which can
be implemented by Meaber States individually or Jjointly as part of their

economic and social development.

60, It is worth repeating that the vroposed Centres of .xcellence,

and in particular the eight discinlines initially selected are both in the
applied science field. The successful establishment of these Centres of
ixcellence will contribute immensely to the ravid growth of science, tech-

nology and research within liemer States.
CULTURE:

61. In the cultural field, all efforts are being concentrated on the
successful preparations for and staging of the First All-African Cnltural
Festival. At the kind invitation of the Government of Algeria, the Festival
is due to be held in Algiers from 21st July to 1st August, 1969. There is a
separzte document on the First All-African Cultural Iestival to this session

of the Council of Ministers to which attention is invited.
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OAU Emblem:
62, Still in the field of cultural affairs, the question of choosing the
CAU enblem is not yet settled. Iere again there is a separate document to

thiz session to which attention is invited.

CTHIER AT YERS:

(i) Agreements with TAmA, FAO, TNwSCO and WHO:

63. It is pleasing o report that the policy making organs of IARA, FAC

and UNiSCC have approved the agreements between these organizations and the
OAU, It is hoped that by the time this session is held in February, 1969,

these agreements will have been signed in accordance with the directives

received from the Council of MinistersS.

64. The agreement with WlI0 has not been completed yet. It is recalled that
the draft WHO/LAU agreement was for:arded to ieriber States for their consider-
tion~s The comaents that have heen so far received from some of the lfember
States are contained in a separate document to this session of the Council

of Ministers. It is hoped that the Council will take final action on this
draft so that it can be forwarded to WIO for approval and for signature,

subsequently.

(ii) Regional Office of FAQ in Africa:

65. At th: Kampala meeting of the African legional Conference of FAO,
the reorganization of FAO, and in narticular of its Regional Ofiice in
Africa, was debated at great length., It is recalled that, one of the
proposed changes was that the Regional Office should be moved from its
present site in Accra, Ghana, to Addis Ababa and be placed under the
fxecutive Secretary of the Tconomic Commission for Africa. The preliminary
information on this proposal had been circulated to Iember States by the .
Secretariat, at the request of Cameroun, which was serving on the

Re-organization Committee. After an extended debate on this subject,

ceosef20
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which was at timeg rather bitter, the Conference adopted a resolution which,
while recognizing "™the benefits which would result from having the

Regional Office of FAO and the Headquarters of ..CA located in the same
place, requests the maintenance, for the immediate fuiure and without
projudicing any future decision, of the present location of the FAC

Regional Office",

STAFF. POSITICN :

66. The only change that has occurred from what was reported previously
is that two . embers of staff have left the services of the CAU at the
Headgquarters. &fforts are being made to replace them as well as to fill the
other vacancies that are existing in the Scientific and Cultural Department
both at the lleadquarters and in the field.

67. Pronosals have been put to the Council for the establishment of a
Planning and Co-ordinating Unit within the Scientific and Cultural
Department. The reasons behind this request are provided in an explanatory
note to the request, and appear in the draft 1969/70 budget to which

attention is invited.
B0. CONCLUDE:

68, The ‘ecretariat is pressing forward with the implementation of the
four main projects under the Scientific and Cultural Depariment. These are
the Programme on Centres of Ixcellence, the pro_ramme on regional stocks

of food grains, the first All-African Cultural Festival and the anti-
rinderpest campaign. It can be said that the progrese so far achieved in
these, is satisfactory, and mor: work on them is being planned and done.
Also, the normal work done by the Sceretariat, including the Lagos Office
and the Scientific Bureaus (which during this period, included the holding
of two technical meetings) continues to be done as planned. While continu~
ing with these activities, plans are bein: laid for the holding of the

firgt Ordinary Session of the enlarged Iducational, Scientific, Cultural

and Health Commission, which will be preceded by the third session of the
Scientific Council of Africa. Iember States have been invited to send in
items for the agenda of that session of the Commission, and a positive
reasponse is anticipated. It should be emvhasized that, since the QAU

has given itself the role of being the "conceiver" of projects and programmes
in Africa, that Commission should meet so as to fulfil that role, and so as
to provide ideas on which the CAU would co-oper:te in action with FAO,

TA@lA, WHO, "NICEF and UNZSCO, '‘ember tates should prepare to send delegates

te, and effectively particivate in, those meetings of the CPA and the ESCHﬁ.
. Cont./21
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69.  Finally, financial requests have been included in the draft 1969/70
budget for various projects and items, wuch as a team of three African
experts to draw up a project~plan for the pilot Centre of ixcellence that
should be established. It should be remembered that all these financial
requests are derived from previous resolutions or directives of the CAU.

The CAU shoﬁld always be ready to demonstrate its continuing faith in its
own resolutions, directives and programmes, by providing the financial

means o carry them out. It is only after then, that outsiders could be
called upon to supplement or fill the gaps left. Let the CAU »nrogress and
grow by effectively implementing its own resolutions, directives and progra-

mmes.
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RPORT OF THE
SCI.NTIFIC, T.CHNICAL AND RESSARCH COGIMISLION
October 1968 to March 1969

The Administrative Sscretary-General is hanny to report that the
Inter—ifrican Scientific and Technical co-oseration of the CAU has continued
as in previous yecars havin: rezard to th: available manpower and the financial
resources of our orgenization. In Annex I to Document 232 of the report of
the Administrative Secretary General to the Algiers Meeting, a detailed
account of the various ¢ —operative projects on which Tember “tates were
taking joint action were listed. Some of these are the Fisheries Survey,
Food Crop lesearch, Discase eradication projects like the Joint Campaign
Azainst Rinderpest, Contagious Bovine Pleuro Pneumonia and Trypanosomiasis
or sleeping sickness. Work on these ﬁrojects havo continued. Since most of
the projects will continue for some yzars to come, it is fair to record in
this report the progrese made within the past five months only. Kowever, the
discussion of the moderate progress made will show not only the successes
in our endeavour but also the difficulties that confronted the Secretariat in

the execution of the programme.

4., Joint Camnaign Araingt Hinderpest

The first two Pheses of this project has becn completed in Nigeria,
Chad, Cameroun, Niger, Dahomey, Togo, Ghama, Upper Volta, Ivory Coast and iali.
The only vroblem in these states at presént is that of Conservatory meagures.
At the Inter-State Meeting at which senior Covernmental Officers and Hinisters
of these states were present in 1965, it was agresd as follows:-

"aach Country undertakes:

(i) To vacoinate with a rscognized Renderpest vaccine the annual
calf-crop at least once per year in two successive years.
These animals will be marked with the clover-leaf ecar-punch
so that any animal over two years old will have two such

“ar-marks,.

(ii) To vaccinate and ear-nunch all animals detected without

clover-leaf ear-punches.

veees/2
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(iii) To keep nsighbourin:.countries -informed of tho state of affairs
in respect of Rinderpest through the liaison officers, and by
meéang of annual scheduled meetings convened by STRC. In
particular, cach country will notify all concerned by the
most rapid means possible of any outbreaks of Rinderpest,
stating the number of animals involved and geographical

grid location of the outbreak.

(iv) In the cage of an outbrealk of Rinderpest, to implement the

accepted Control measures as guickly as possible and

un’er professional veterinary supervision. It is
essential to verify by a recognized laboratory the
etiology of the infection. Recognized control mneasures
would include strict quarantine of all infected herds and
in-contacts, a slaughter of all infected animals within

a radioue of 10 miles and payment of com.ensation for

animals slaughtered.

(v) To have voterinary authorities maintain etrick sarveillence
over the movements of migrotory and trade cattle which

shall be furnished with valid vaccination certificates,

(vi) To provide adequate legislation to permit the undertaking

of the requirements of paragraphs 1 to 5 avove.

(vii) These measures will be subjzct to annual review."

This matter is now assuring tromendous importance because the whole of
¢ estern and Central Africa has almost been covered by the campaign. To
prevent colossal waste of funds and a relavse of fresh outbreaks with its

attendant high mortality in livestock, the Council of Winicters is invited

at this mecting to_pass a resolubion urzing all OAU Nembers to_adhere

gtrictly to the minimum conservatory measures outlined above ag soon as the

mass innoculation campaign is over in cach state. The Secretariat will like

to add that it has put a highly comptent veterinarisn (Dr. Sall) on this
assignment. Ie will visit all ke ber Ztates concerned to ensure that these

measures are undertaken.
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Phase III of the campaign now in progress in Mauritania, Senegal,
ambia, Liberia, Sierva~Leone, Guinea, the rest of Tchad, Ivory Coast and
Mali wi;l be completed towards the end of 1969. It will then be important
that conservatory measures be taken to maintain the standard of vaceinration
against the discase in these states on the same lines as in Phases I and II

“tates.

The formal launchin:g of the Campaign in . astern Africa was held in
Nairobi in the middle of November, 1968. Some 50 participants from Livestock
and Veterinery departments of the Governments of Sudan, Somalia, uthiopia,
Kenys, Uganda and Tanzania as well as representatives of laboratories like
FAVRO in uast Africa, Farcha in Tchad and Zeit in dthiopia wers present
at the meeting. There were also experts from the FAC, UNDP, &:C, 2CA, USAID,
iDF, 0D, T...i".7.T. and the izst African Community.

This business meeting afforded tho experts the o™wortunity to undertake
detailed and careful plamning of the campaign in the snitire zone of operation
with the aid of maps and statistical data sunlied by the scientiste from
i_smber States, the laboratories and the various international agencies,

Plane for the field activity in each mtate were synchronized with one another
and procedures for co-opsrating at the inter-Siate boundaries were agreed
upen bearing in mind the different circumstances of each country. Through
the medium of the (AU International Co-ordinator, joint use of feeillities like
publieity matsrials and vaccination equipment were agreed upon. The meeting
also laid the foundation for concerted action between the laboratories
(producing vaccines) and the fiold officers {uveing the vaccines) of various
gountries so also to ensure an winterrupted supply of wvaccine throughout

the weriod of the campaign. Some of the inportant recomsendations of the

meeting are as follows:

"(i) Extension of JP 15

It RaCO #NDS that the present southern boundaries of the
JP 15 Cawmpaign in iastern ifrica be reviewed; the (AU
SBecretariat should seek to combait both Iinderpest and
CEBFP in Rwands, Surundi, Zambia and lialawi on the

" Zastern sea board of Africa if neocessary; that
activities in Western and Central Africa should also
be extended to the Central African Renublie, Gabhon,

Congo (Brazzaville), and Congo (Kinshasa) if nzcessary.
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(11) fnimal Production

The Heeting RuCON ZNDS that the LAU Secretariat should
spongor production and marleting of African Livestoek in
World Market. International Organizations like the OIE
should be encouraged to inform the world of the efforts
of QAU 3tates to make their livestock discase fres and

therefore marketable,

(iii) Appreciation to Donor

The lMeeting was appreciative of the finanoial grants and
Technical assistance made so far by the U AID, .si&C, ODM,
F.A.,C., UNDP and other donor agencies and appeals to them
to step up the volume of financial and technical assistance
t0 lizmber States =0 as to improve the value of the
livestock industry in Africa both as a means of ecarning

foreign currency and as a source of cheap protein.

(iv) Free Movement of Staff

Following thz agreecment by particinating states to encourage
close contact and discusszion prior to the vaccination

exercise in the field cawmpaign, the meeting APPIALS to the

anthorities in each state to promote fres movement across

inter-state borders for veterinary officers, innoculators:

and othurs comnected with the field work on the campaizgn.

The Interrnational Co-ordinator and " is Dewuty should also

be zccorded easy movement in the interest of effective

suvervision and co—ordination of tha field campaign."

2, Trynanosomiasis or Psetsefly Zzesarch (Sleeping Siclness)

The Council of uesearch workers in Tryvanosomiasis known as the
International Scientific Council on Trypanosomiasis Heuearch (ISCTR) met in
Bangui, Jentral African Republic, in mid MHovember, 1968. The purpose of the
mecting was to review the »ro.re s of research work on and the succesg in
field control of Trypanosomiasie or Tsetsefly (sleeping sickness) in Africa
gince 1966. About 47 exnerts from research Centres in Africa and from
international organizations participated in the work of the conference and
well over 50 technical papers were discussed dealing with research work on

animal and human trypanosomiasis,
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Because of the importance of this field of research to Africa, the
OAU seeks active co-opsration with HO and FAO in the encouragement of the
eradication of this scourge from Africa., The problem affects both animal
and human health and reguire considerable financial resources in execution.

If council apprcves the funds reguested by the ‘ecretariat, it is expected

that the sxecutive Committee of the ISCI:i would meet this year to map out the

areas of further research in Trynonosomiasis and explore United Nations

support for research and training and for field eradication projects both at
the national and at the regional levels., Some of the recommendations of the

Bangui Meeting are as follows:

"(i) Meeting of whe ixecutive Committee

The Conference deplored tke fact that the e¢xecutive
coimittee of the council against trypanosomizeis did not meet
regularly once a year as had been planned in the regulations

of the committee.

It uCOMiANDATICNS that the Committee should meet once a
year to advise on

(a) priorities in research and control programmes,

(b) support for research on trypanosomiagis,

(c) allecation of funds for research and control
measures, and

(d) initiation of new lines of research,

(i1) Appeal to OAU -tatesn

The Comncil unanimously recognized the need to carry on the
work of watchfulness and of agtion against trypanosomiasis

in all the member cowntries, and it requests all “‘ember
states of OAU ccacerned to put at the disnosal of researchers
medical doctorm, the financial mesns and additonal trained
rersonnel to ensure the success of field action to

eradicate the discase.™

3. Contagious Bovine I'louro-Pneumonia Hesearch and Field Control:

First moves at eradicuation of this disease at {the regional level was
taken in 1965 when veterinarians of the Governments of Kenya and Tanzania
submitted a proposal to the CAU Secreiariat for a joint campaign against CBPP
in their common border. This was followed up by the Secrgtariat and it has
been possible fto get some external financial assistance to launch this scheme

late in 1968 simultaneously with the rinderpest eradication vroject. Sor far,
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Sudan, Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania will be covered by
this simultaneous vaccination project. The fTecretariat has asked its
technicians to examine the poseibility of expanding the coverage to include

Yambia, Malawi, Rwanda, Burundi, Congo (Kinshasa) and Congo (Brazzaville).

Discussions at the Technical meeting on Rinderpest Campaign in Nairobi
last Fovember revealed that time is now oprortune for CAU to sponsor a field
eradication project of the CBPP in Western and Central Africa too on the same
lines as the rinderpest campaign. Up to now the OCAM, CERS and .ntente
groups of States have indicated the need for a massive campaign azainst this

other scourge of livestock. In order o engsure a thoroush and offective

coverage of all states, the Secretariat provoses th:t all CAU States should

agree that Livestock diseage control and eradication arg areas of common
concern to all UAU States and that the QAU Secretariat siould handle the

problem on the same lines as the Joint Campaign Against Rinderpest which hasg

prov.d to be an accomplished gudcess so far. The CAU Secretariat personnel

handling this aspect of our activity have acquired considerable exverience in
project eva;uation and costing as a result of their cxperience on several
other surveys and it would be to the credit of our organization if the
planning, evaluation and actual field activity were handled at our inter—

African Secretariat.

The Council of Ministers is therefore invited to approve that the

Cecretariat should study ways and means of_undertaking joint and co-operative

campaisn against CBPY in all afiected CAU States on the same lines ag the

Rinderpest Campaign: that other Africapn economic groups should co~operate

with the OAU Secretariat on this nroject to avoid wagteful dunlication of

offort: and that the FAQ, the UNDP and other agencies should co-operate

with the OAU Secretariat on this project as they are doing in the case of the

rinderpest compaign.

4. Panel of Scientific .ixperts

Last year, the Council of liinisters was informed that the Ffecretariat
was inviting nominations from Member States of feientiste with appropriate
qualifications to constitute the panel of scientific advigers in some areas
of research and development. These are Panels of Geology and Mineralogy,
Oceanography and Fisheries, Mechanization of Agriculture and the African

Medicinal Plants Hesearch. The Secretariat hopes to convene meetings of
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these panels during this year to consider inter-African policy issues in

some priority development aspects like:-—

(a) Training of indigenous African research workers atb
post—graduate level as well as middle grade or

technical level;

(b) Peagibility of e¢stablishing Research and Training Institutes

or imnrovement of existing facilities in these disciplines;

{c) The problem of systematic exploitation and congservation
of ocean and river resources including the need for in.er-

national Conventions (Oceanography and Fisheries);

(4) Planning new studies and pre-investment joint co-operative

survey in aveas of common or regional inter:stsj and

(e) Determination of research priorities.
5. ‘Other Activities

A1l other activities of the (rganization in the field of Technical and
Scicntific co-operation have continued. The Cereal Crop Research which deals
with improvement of maize, sorghum and legumes production have continued and
it is hoped to convene a meeiing of research workers co—operating in this
project sometime in Uctober, 1969, to review the achievements and explore

further research opportunities on grain crops.

A11 the Technical Bureaux namely the Interafrican Bureau for Animal
Mealth (IBAH) in Nairobi, the Interafrican Phytosanitary Commission (IAPSC)
in Yaounde, and the Interafrican Bureau of Soil (BIS) in Bangui have
continued with their activities as in previous y.ars. It is now hoped théi
with additional~funds and personnel they would be able to undertake research
work. The BIS in Bangui, is however still very short of hands despite

repeated appeals for soil scientists to men the Bureau,

A meeting of technician of Member Governments dealing with Plant
Quarantine matters ie scheduled to meet in Lagos from 8th to 11th April,
1969. The meeting will review the present position of pest contrel in
Africa and the machinery for nlant quarantine to prevent imporiation of
diseased vegetative materials or seed into the continent. in view of the

fact that Agriculture (and allied industry) is very important to the economy

VL



CM/253/2dd .1
Page 8

of all QLU-S4ates,.it-ig imporatlve.that—african States take concerted -aotien
to protect their economic interest; otherwise, -asmiouliural.pmoducie-which are
the bulwark of the economies of our states might be ruined through neglectful

importation of fruits, vegstative materials or seends of any type.
6. Scientific Council of Africa (OSA)

Tt is sxpected that the Scientific Couneil of Africa (CSA) will meet
sometime in May, 1969, to assess the progregss of inter—African co-—operation
in Scientific, Technical and kducational fislds-and.to Makepelicy.suggestilons

to the CAU on research and development work in Africa.

ADDIS ABABA - JANUARY 1969
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