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Hl!:PORT OF 'l'Hill 

SCLNTIFIC, T.i:CHNICAL AND Hillr.£ARCH COI!lHSC,ION 

Oc~~~~r 1268 ~~ March 1969 

The Administrative S.;cretary-General is hanpy to report that the 

Inter-f,frica.n Scientific and Technical co-o:Deration of the CAU has continued 

as in previous years b.avin; re.:;ard to thJ available manpower and tha financial 

rccourc0s of our or:;2nization. In Annax I to Document 232 of the report of 

the Administrative Secretary General to the Algiers lleetin(J', a detailed 

account of tha various c '-O[jerative projects on which '·ember c'te.tas were 

talcing joint action ;~ere listed, Some of th.;se are tha Fisharies Survey 1 

Food Crop :bsearch, Disease eradication proj<>cts like the Joint Campaign 

Against Hinuerpest, Contagious Bovine Pleura Pneumonia and Trypanosomiasis 

or sleeping sickness. 1-lork on these projacts hav;:, continued. Since most of 

the projects will continue for some yJars to como, it is fair to rocord in 

this report -the progress macle within the past fiv.; months only. However, the 

discussion of the moderate pro:;ress made will show 110t only the successes 

in our endeavour but also the difficulties that confronted the Secretariat in 

the execution of the programme. 

1. Joint CamDaign Against Hinderpcst 

The first two Phases of this project has bean completC>d in Nigeria, 

Chad, Cameroun, ~Tiger, Dahomey, Togo, Ghana, UP,;oer Volta, Ivory Coast and Hali. 

The only nroblem in th,;se E'tates at pres0nt is that of Cons<Jrvatory measures. 

At the Inter-State Meeting at which senior Govarnmental Officers and l:Iinisters 

of those states J·Jere present in 1965, it 1oras agre;;d as follows:-

",;aoh Country undertakes: 

(i) To ve.ccinat0 ~1ith a recognized Henderpest vaccine the annual 

calf-crop at ldast once per year in tHo successive years. 

These animals will be marked with the clover-leaf ear-punch 

so that any animal over t>JO years old >Jill hava two such 

,Jar-marks. 

(ii) To vaccinate and Bar-:9unch all animals det~cted ;.rithout 

clover-leaf ear-punches. 
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(iii) To keep naighbouri~_.countriee- -informed of tho state of affairs 

in respect of Hinddrpest through the liaison officers, and by 

mdans of annual scheduled mc8tings convened by STRC. In 

particular, each country will notify all concerned by tho 

most rapid means possible of any outbreaks of Rinderpest, 

stating the number of animals involved and geographical 

grid location of the outbreak. 

(iv) In the case of an outbreak of Rincl.er-,x:st, to implement the 

accepted Control measures as quickly as possible and 

un' .er professional veterinary sup->rvision. It is 

essential to vorify by a recognized laboratory the 

etiology of the infection. Recognized control rn8asures 

would include strict quarantine of all infected hdrds and 

in-contacts, a slaughter of all infected animals within 

a radious of 10 miles and payment of com .-:msation for 

animals slaughtered. 

( v) To hav0 vaterinary authorities maintain stricl: scolrveillenco 

over the movements of migratory and trade cattle Hhich 

shall be furnished with valid vaccination certificates, 

(vi) To provide adequate leGislation to permit the undertaking 

of the requirements of paragraphs 1 to 5 above. 

(vii) 'I'hese measures vJill b-o subjoct to annual roview." 

This matter is now assuring tro:;1endous importance: because the whole of 

' estern and Central Africa has almost been cover"d by the campail,'llo To 

prevent colossal v1aste of funds and a relause of fresh outbreaks with its 

attendant high mortality in livestock, the Council of ]'ini_Gters is invited 

at this mesting tq pass a resolu,;tion urgin.o; all OAU !!embers to adhere 

strictly to the minimum consc:rvatory measures outlinsd a~)OVe as soon as the 

mass innoculation campaign is over in aach state. •rhe Secretariat will like 

to add that it has nut a highly comptent veterinarian (Dr. Sall) on this 

assignment, D.e 1dll visit all Eo ,ber Stlctes concerned to ensure the.t these 

muasures are undertal<.en. 
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Phase III of the campaign now in prosress in J.:iauritania, Senegal, 

Gambia, Liberia, Sierra-Leone, Guinea, tho rost of Tchad, Ivory Coast and 

Mali will be complCJted to~mrds the end of 1969. It 11ill than be important 

that conservatory measures be talcen to maintain tha standard of vaccination 

against the disease in these states on the same lines as in Phases I and II 

'tates, 

The formal launcJoin.:; of th" Car.1paign in . ;astGrn Africa \~as held in 

Nairobi in the middle of November, 1968. 5ome 50 participants from Livestock 

and V<Jterinary departments of tha Governm-onts of Sudan, Somalia, ;;'thiopia, 

Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania as we~l as representatives of laboratories like 

EAVIW in ::.ast Africa, Faroha in 'rchad and Zeit in Zthiopia were present 

at the meeting, Th~re were also experts from the FAO, UNDP, ~c, ~CA, USAID 1 

JIIDF, om.;, I,.;,i·.V,T, and the ·~e.st Africa.'1 Community, 

This business Jll0eting afforded the e:><;perts the o-:'·ool:"tunity to undertake 

detailed <md careful planning of th:; campaign in the antire zone of operation 

with th:; aid of maps and statistical data su ,,,lied by the scientists from 

;:dmber States, the laboratories and the various int"rnational agancies, 

Plans for the field activity in each state <mre synchronized with one another 

and procedures for oo-oparating at the inter-Gtate botmdaries \'/ere agreed 

upon bearing in mind the different circumstances of each country. Through 

the medium of the ,:AU International Co-ordinator, joint use of f'e.oili ties like 

publicity mat8rials and vaccination equipment -.rere a[jr:J0d upon. The meeting 

also laid the foundation for concerted action bet>reen the laboratories 

(producing vaccines) and the field officers (ueing the vaccines) of various 

countries so also to ensure an tminterrupted supply of vaccine throughout 

the neriod of the campaign. Gome of the i ,j,ortant reoom,,endations of the 

meeting are as follows: 

"(i) ~tension of JP 15 

It i'L;CO &-IDS that the present south-3rn boundaries of the 

JP 15 Ca-n~Jaign in '"astern Africa be ::evic>Jed; the OAU 

Secretariat should seek to combat both ~1inderpemt and 

CBPP in i.t\•rand~., Gurundi, Zambia and Halawi on the 

Eastern sea board of l1frica if necessary; that 

activities in \~estern and Central Africa should also 

be extended ·to the Central African Renublic, Gabon, 

Congo (Brazzaville), and Congo (Kinshasa) if n~cessary. 
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(ii) Animal Production 

The l!Iaeting R8CO!i .8NDS that the CAU Secretariat should 

sponsor production and marketin& of ~frican Livestock in 

Horld !Jarket. International Organizations like the OIE 

should be encouraged to inform the world of the efforts 

of OAU 3tates to malre their livestock disaase free and 

therefore marketable. 

(iii) Appreciation to Donor 

The Meeting was apprdciative of the financial grants and 

Technical assistance made so far by the U .. AID, :;ll:c, OD!l, 

F.A.c., UNDP and other donor agencies and appeals to them 

to step up the volume of financial and technical assistance 

to Lember States so as to improve the value of the 

livestock industry in Africa both as a means of "arning 

foreign currency and as a source of cheap protein. 

(iv) Free Movement of r·:taff 

Following the agreement by participating states to encourage 

close contact and discussion prior to tho vaccination 

exercise in the field campaign, the meeting APFJALS to the 

authorities in each state to promote free movement across 

inter-state borders for veterinar.y officers, innoculatore: 

and oth0rs co1mec-ted >~_Lt.P the field 1·1or!c on the campaign. 

The InternationP.l Co-ordinator a'ld ' is De::mty chould also 

be accorded eas,v movement in the int,:,rest of effective 

sunervision and co-ordination of tha field campaign." 

2. Tr.vpanosomiasis or Tsetsefl,y c(ef.earch (Sleeninr;; Siclmess) 

The Council of ''"search >mrkers in Trypanosomiasis !mown as the 

International Scientific Council on Trypanosomiasis llecearch (ISC'rR) met in 

Bangui, ::entral African Republic, in mid Hovember, 1968. The purpose of the 

meeting ~<as to revi3W the ::.'ro ,re s of research >rork on and the success in 

field control of TrypanosomiasiP or Tsetsefly (sleepinz sickness) in Africa 

since 1966. About 47 er,1erts from research Centres in Africa and from 

international organizations participated in the >mrk of thCl conference and 

well ovJr 50 teclmical papers >Jere discussed dealing >Iith research work on 

animal and human trypanosomiasis. 
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Because of the importance of this field of research to Africa, the 

OAU seeks active co-o)Curation ,,ith HO and FAO in tha encouragement of the 

eradication of this scourge from Africa. The problem affects both animal 

and human health and require considerable financial resources in execution. 

If council approves the funds raguested b.v _the ··earetariat, it is expected 

that the .I!.Xecutive Co .1n~i ttee of ~he ISC'r'' would meet this year to map out the 

areas of further rese~h_in T£'lJ2_anosomiasis and eX])lore United Nations 

support for research and' t:cah1ing and for field eradication projects both at 

the national and at the regional levels, Some of the recommendations of the 

Bangui Jleeting are as follmJs: 

"(i) l!i-oeting of ·i;ho .il<:ecq_~Committee 

The Conference deplored t'1e fact that the 0xecutive 

c01ilmittee of the council against trypanosomiasis did not meet 

regularly once a year as had been planned in the regulations 

of the committee, 

It iillCOMl'icl-TDATIONS that the Committee should meet once a 

year to advh:e on 

(a) priorities in research and control programmes, 

(b) support for research on trypa~osomiasis, 

(c) allocation of funds for research and control 
measures t an.d 

(d) initiati0!1 of new lbes of research. 

(ii) Appaal to OAU .tat.~. 

The Council unanimously recob~ized the need to carry on the 

work of 1r1ratchfulness a."'ld of actio:a against tryp~osomiasis 

in all the member cott."ltries, and it requests all ''ember 

;Jtates of OAU cc.1cerned to put at the dis9osal of researchers 

medical doctorfl, the fina~cial .neru>s and addi tonal trained 

personnel to ensure the success of field action to 

eradicate the disease." 

3. Contagious Bovine l'l.Jur_9-Pneumsmia Research and Field Control: 

First moves at erar:licution of this dir:ease cct the regional level was 

taken in 1965 when veterinarians of the Governments of Kenya and Tanzania 

submitted a proposal to ·ohe OAU f'ecretariat for a' joint campai(\"ll against CBPP 

in their common border. This l·ias follm-:ed U1) by the Sacr,etaria·o and it has 

been poso;·ible to get some 0xternal financial assistance to launch this scheme 

late in 1968 simultaneously with the rinderpest eradication project, Sor far, 
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Sudan, Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania clill be covelred by 

this simultaneous vaccination project. 'l'he c:ecretariat has asked its 

technicians to examine the possibility of expanding the coverage to include 

Zambia, galawi, Rwanda, Burundi, Congo (Kinshasa) and Congo (Brazzaville). 

Discussions at the Technical meeting on Uinderpest Crunpaign in Nairobi 

last riovember revealed that time is now op~ortune for OAU to sponsor a field 

eradication proj.act of th~ CBPP in Vlestern and Central Africa too on the same 

lines as the rinderpest campaign. Up to now the OCAI'l, O.GHS and .>'ntente 

groups of States have indicated the need for a massive campaign against this 

other scourge of livestock. In order to ensure a thorou~h and effective 

cove>rage of all states, the Secretariat proposes th<.t all GAU States should 

a,gree that Livestock disease control and eradication are arees of common 

concern to all OAU c;tates and that the OAU Sacretariat s~.:.ould handle the 

problem on the same lines as the Joint Campaigu_bEainst Rinderpest which has 

prov..Jd to be an accomplished success so far. The OAU Secretariat personnel 

handling this aspect of our activity have acquired considerable experience in 

project evaluation and costin,; as a result of their 8xperience on sev<>ral 

other surveys and it ~1ould be to th" credit of our organization if the 

planning, evaluation and actual field activity l·rere handled at our inter

African Secretariat. 

The Council of lliinisters is therefore invited to approve that the 

Gecretariat should study 11a,ys and means of undertaking joint and co-operative 

campaign a.o;ainst CBP:' in all a:t;f ected CAU StatclS on the same lines as the 

Rinderpest Campaign; that other African ec'2nomic groups 8hould co-operate 

with the OAU Secretariat on this nro,j~ct to avoid wasteful dunlication of 

effort; and that the F[l..Q,__"l;)le illrDP and otJl~_\i-gencies should co-onerate 

with the OAU Secretariat on this nroject as they are doing in the case of the 

rinderpest comnaign. 

4. Panel of Scientific ,Cxnerts 

Last year, the Council of J.linisters uas informed that the f:ecretariat 

was inviting nominations from Member f)tates of f'cientists with appropriate 

qualifications to constitute the panel of scientific advisers in some areas 

of research and development. These are Panels of Geology and Mineralogy, 

Oceanography and Fisheries, Mechanization of Agriculture and the African 

Medicinal Plants Research. The Secretariat hopes to convene meetings of 
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these panels during this year to consider inter-African policy issues in 

some priority development aspects like:-

(a) Training of indigenous African research workers at 

post-&Taduate level as well as middle grade or 

technical level; 

(b) Feasibility of e>stablishing Ita search and 'rraining Institutes 

or im9rovement of existing facilities in these disciplines; 

(c) The problem of systematic exploitation and conservation 

of ocean and river resources including the need for in.er

national Conventions (Oceanography and Fisheries); 

(d) Planning new studies and pre-investment joint co-operative 

survey in areas of common or regional interosts; and 

(e) Determination of research priorities. 

5. Other Activities 

All other activities of the Organization in the field of Teclmical and 

SoiGntific co-operation have continued. The Cereal Crop P~search which deals 

with improvement of maize, sorghum a'1d legumes production have continued and 

it is hoped to convene a meeting of research workers co-operating in this 

project sometime in 0ctober, 1969, to review the achievements and explore 

further research opportunities on grain crops. 

All the 'rechnical Bureaux namely tha Interafrican Bureau for Animal 

Health (IBAH) in Nairobi, tha Interafrican Phytosanitary Commi8sion (IAPSC) 

in Yaounde, and the Interafrican Bureau of Soil (BIS) in Bangui have 

continued Hith their activities as in previous y-oars. It is no>T hoped that 

with adr.l.i tional···ftmds and personnel they ;rould be able to undertake research 

work. The BIS in Bangui, is hoti0Ver still very short of hands despite 

repeated appeals for soil soientists to man the Bureau, 

A meeting of technician of llember Governments dealing with Plant 

Quarantine matters is scheduled to meet in Lagos from 8th to 11th April, 

1969. The meeting will review the present position of pest control in 

Africa and the maohinery·for plant quarantine to prevent importation of 

diseased vegetative materials or seed into the continent. ln Vi3W of the 

fact that Agriculture (and allied industry) is v3ry im~ortant to the economy 
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o:f all ru.u-~......,_,_-..:i.*.-if~~~ States take conce:r-t&d. -6o0-t.i<>ll 

t<> p:rotect their economic interest; otba~~;>J...~t .. ·which are 

the bulwark o:f the economios of our states might be ruined through neglectful 

importation of fruits, vegotative materials or seends of any type. 

6. Scientific Council of Africa (CSA) 

It is ~xpected that the ~;cientific Council of Africa (CSA) will meet 

sometime in 1-'la.Y, 1969, to assess the· Proez'<'SS of inter-African co-opc.ration 

in Sc.ionti.:f.i.o, Teohnical....and Wucationa.l fiolds- and--* -m~·1>0-li.q SU<ru:<>aticu:w 

to the OAU on research and development work in Africa, 

ADDIS ABABA - JANUARY 1969 
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