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In teleGramrne dated 27 ]'ebruary 1969, Mr. Francisco J:fJAOIJ\.S N0uema, 

President \)f tho Republic o:f' -E:tun.toJ":i.a.J. Gui.Aea-,._.infuYI!led us c.f a very 

critical si tuati.cn in his cuuntry. The tele(lramme which uas also addressed 

to the United Nations Secretary-General, mentioned a series uf adts of 

prdvucation committed by the Spanish authorities in violation of the 

sovereignty uf Equatorial Guinea. The Spanish forces pusted in the country 

had uccupied several key-posts in Santa Isabel and Bc>.ta. The Government 

of Equatorial Guinea asked the United Natiuns fDr a peace force and, at 

the same tir.1o, communicated its anxieties to the Security Council (Annox I). 

""'' Later, we received several mossac;es indica tint,' iihat the situation 

vras deteriorating. Thus we 1rere informed that on 5 March 1969 !fJr, ·Atanasio 

NDONG0 7 fermer Foreign Minister and Saturnine IBONGO, former permanent 

representative uf Equaturial Guinea to tho United Natiuns had lod an attempt 

tu c.>verthrow tho Government. Although the attempt had failed, this added 

to tho general cunfusion. 

Tho Administrative SeorGtary-General issued a press release on 

3 March 1969 (Ann0x II) oondemninc the attitude of the Spanish authorities. 

Furthermore, after c,_.nsul tations with President Houari BOUMEDIENI'fE, current 

Chairman ,,f tho Assembly uf Heads of State and Government, it was decidod,on 

10 March 1969, that a faot-findins mission headed by the Assistant Secretary 

General Mr. H. Iii, Sii.HNOUN and including Commander Sliman Hoffman, personal 

roprestmtative vf the current Chairman, be dispatched immediately to 

President Francisou MACIAS Ncuema. 

Later, on 6 May, at President Francisco' MACIAS Nguema's request, 

a secund mission oomprisine two OAU Officials, !IJr. A, Wright and Mr. P. 

DIOUF and also headed by Mr. H. !IJ. SAHNOUN returned to Equatorial Guinea 

tc advise the Government and attcmd 'flhe Hispano-Guinean negotiations as 

c.'bservers, The rep.Jrt which follows is the result of the vari,JUS missions. 

s. The OAU Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 

Matters met and authorized expenditure incurred in the course of these 

emergency operatiobs. The African ambassadors and diplomats resident in 

Addis Ababa were kopt informed of the situation regularly, 
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6. The Republic uf Equatvrial Guinea is composed rd the province 
of Rio Muni, on the mainland, situated between Cameroon and Gabon and the 
province of Fernando Po, an island off the coast of Cameroon. 

Rio Muni has an area of 26,000 square km. and, according to the 
present Government, a population of 400,000 inhabitants who are mostly of 
Fan& or.it;in and include Kumbes, Bengas, Bujebas, etc., as well as 
Nicerians estimated at abc•ut 15,000 and a few Spaniards, 

Fernando Po is an island •,:•f 2, 000 square km, and has a population 
of approximately 80,000. Apart from the Guineans, wh,, are about 20,000 
there is a stron{S Nigerian community. AccordinG to the United Nations 
High Cummission for Refugees, there are more than 60,000 Nigerians, 
60% of whc•m are of Ibo uric;in. The ·Guineans of Fernand,J Po are, for the 
must part, Bubis, 

7. The economy of the country is based mainly on the cultivation of 
cocoa, coffee and the timber industry. In Rio Muni, subsistance crops, 
particularly cassava, form the staple food of the population, The island 
of Fernandu Po, en the other hand, with its very fertile volcanic soil, 
is nearly entirely devoted to the cultivation of cocoa, 

8, Before their departure, the Spanish population, in the neighbourhood . . 
of 7,000, obviously played a considerable part in the administration 
of the country. All technical and social services staff were Spanish, 
The owners ·~·f the majority nf coffee and cocoa plantations and timber 
contractors were Spanish. However, out of that number, only 300 to 400 
remained at the be&inning of June. 

9. During tho colonial era, the terri tory of Spanish Equatorial 
Guinea was considered a Spanish Pruvince. Under the pressure ,lf inter
national events and tho decolonisation policy adopted by other colonial 
powers, Spain decided to grant Equatorial Guinea internal self-&overnment 
which entered int., effect in July 1964. The action of Guinean Nationalist 
Movemonts and the part played by the United Nations and OAU led latter 
to the referendum of' ll August 1968 which c,Tanted Equatorial Guinea 
independence and a new cunstitution simultaneously. Independence was to 
be declared on 12 October 1968; in the meantime, on 22 September 1968, 
elections were held which als•) made it possible to appGint a President 
of the Republic, 
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10, Accordin,:; to President MACIAS, thco main reasons behind the crisis 

should be S<;ur;ht in tho Constitutional Conference hold at the beginning 

of 1968 ·in Madrid. During that conference, Mr. Franoiscu MACIAS Nguerna, 

then leader of MONAliGE, one of the pcoli tical parties fighting for 

independence, voiced his oppositiun tu the Spanish contitutional proposals 

which, he said, aimed at making Equatorial Guinea a semi-independent 

country and, in fact, closely associated with Spain, President J.ViACIAS 

even gave the example of the relation~hip between Puert0 Rico and the 

United States of America to illustrate Spain's intention, He ca,mpaigned 

in Equatorial Guinea and in international bodies against the new constitu

tion as he felt that the constitution should have been drafted by the Guinean 

people themselves after independence. Spain, c,n tho contrary, cleverly 

. linking the two, placed those who wanted to uppuso the consti tutiunal 
' 

proposal in an embarrassing position fur it made them appear as opposed 

to the independence of 12 October 1968. Furthermore, when the referendum 

was held on ll Aucust 1968, Mr. Francisco MACIAS Nguer.m whD had campaign

ed against the adoption !l>f the constitution, was in the minority. 

ll. There were four candidates durinG the presidential el3ctiuns: 

Messrs, FJ:>ancisco l!iACIAS Nguema, Atanasio NDONGO, Bonifacio ONDO and 

Eimundd BOSIO. The latter is a Bubi fr·:>m Fernando Po and the uther three 

were Fcmgs frvrn Rio !!iuni, The Spaniards campaigned fur Bcmifacio ONDO and 

were more clr less certain that he would win the elections. MACIAS, huwever, 

joined with l'HJONGO and BOSIO on the seCL'nd ballot and was thus elected 

president by the Guinean People. Apparently, ths Spaniards were extremely 

disappointed in the results as they felt that President !JJ"CIAS 1ms a swcrn 

enemy cf Spain and a nationalist 8Xtremist. Relations also deteriorated 

gradually because of the climate uf mistrust which reigned until the crisis 

broke out in February 1969. 

12. President liJ.ACIAS told us that severa.l Guinean delegations and 

missions had been tu Madrid since their independence tu negc.' tia te various 

economic agreements with Spain and in particular, to s;lllici t financial 

aid. The Vice-President, of Equatorial Guinea, BOSIO porsllnally travelled 

to Spain in January 1969 to deliver tu the He9.d cJf State, a message frum 

President MACIAS and submit a request for financi:>l aid to C<Wer the 

Guinean budgetary deficit. All these missions obtained no results and 

C'Jnfirmed President I.V"JACIAS' opinion that Spain did nut wish to co-operate 

with his Gc.vernmont.-
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13, The Spanish, on the other hand1 felt that President MACIAS did 

nothing to faoili tate their task and that he often carried Dllt violent 

campaicns acainst them in the collntry, as well as arbitrary measllres and 

actic>ns Hi th the sole purpose, according to them, of irritating the Spanish 

allthori ties, 1ve have read the majority ,,f the incriminating speeches 

bllt, in fact, we have fotlnd ncl valid reas<ons fc,r Spain's reactions, 

14, On 14 Febrllary 1969, Presiden"G !fiACIAS went on a rulltine visit to 

Ric Muni, in particularly tu the coastal regiuns, in the framework of 

provincial tours which he had been making since independence, That was 

when the fla.s incident tc'''k place, Preside~t Me.cias ask0d the Spanish 

Consul t,_, limit the number uf flags flying over the residence, the chancery 

and the barracks of the Spanish gllard in Bata, The Conslll refllsed, llnder 

the pretext that he cullld remove none of the flags llnless he received 

instrllctions from Madrid, On 25 Febrllary, President MitCIAS, angered by 

the obstinate refusal of tho Consul, sent a detachment of the Guinean 

territorial guard to the chancery of the Consulate General to take down 

the flag by force and at tho same time ho declared the Spanish consul 

persona non gxata. The Spanish ambassador immediately left Santa Isabel 

for Bata and arranged tCJ have the flac r<e-hoisted, The President CJf the 

Republic uf l!i:juatorial Guinea then addressed a telegramme to the Spanish 

Hee.d of State in which he reiterated his request to reduce tho number 

of Spanish flags on Guinean territory and declared the Ambassador and 

Consul persona. nun t;Tata. It was then that Spanish forces took up posi ti.)n 

in Santa Isabel and Bata, occupying several key-posts in the country. This 

forceful blow which was absulutely unjustified was dealt em 27 February 

15, The Spanish nationals also received arms and barricaded 

themselves in their homes. President ~lliCIAS then asked the Guinean 

military forces :1nd youth movements to disarm the Spanish civilians, 

Thera were a few incidents, apparently not very serious. The death 

of one Spanish national was reported but it was never established 

whether the de~cth was due to the sudden crisis or to other circumstances~ 

Be it as it may, the two companies of Spanish troops comprising 260 men 

returned to their barracks after President MACIAS called em the United 

Nations and OAU. 
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16. The atm<Jsphere of' in.securi ty created by the various events have 

vbviously had a disastrous effect un the economic and political situation 

uf' the country. A few days later, un the morning of' 5 March 1969, an attempt 

led by Mr. A tanasill NJJONGO (f'urmer Foreign Minister) to c>verthrow the 

government failed lamentably. President !V'>ACIAS feels that the Spaniards 

induced Mr. NDONGO to ca:rry out the coup d'etat and having failed, they 

decided t,) withdraw their natironals from the country. On the same date, 

the Government uf Equatorial Guinea sent several messages to the United 

Nations Secretary-General requestint; the evaeuati''n of the Spanish troops 

and their replacement by UN forces, 

17. Tension dropped comparatively and the Government of l!J::juP.torial 

Guinea ended, on Friday 14 March 1969, the state of emergency which had 

been declared at the peak of the crisis, that is to say on 27 February 

1969. United Nations and the Organization of African Unity representatives 

in Santa Isabel and Bata, were witnesses to the good will of the Governoent 

uf Equatorial Guinea which raised no objections, contrary to Spanish 

claims, to the departure 'lf all Spanish nationals who wished to leave the 

country uf their own free will. The Government of Equatorial Guinea 

continued to insist on the concomitant withdrawal of the Spanish truups. 

Here, it shc·uld be puinted out that the UN representatives in Santa Isabel 

(headed by Mr, TAMAYO), toeok their wishes for reality by making the United 

Natiuns Secretary-General believe that President MACIAS had accepted that 

the troops remain in l!J::juatvrial Guinea for an additional period of l to 

2 months. 

18. Elnbaroa.tion of the Spanish tr•Jops and their, equipment, begun on 

26 March 1969 at 6:00a.m., took place peacefully. The OAU mission had 

drawn up, >Ti th the President of' the Republ:i,c, the details of the withdrawal 

of Spanish forces, and at our request, a statement was issued asking tho 

population to remain calm, The withdrawal operations of the Spanish forces 

of Santa Isabel were completed on 5 April 1969 without any incident, 

IV• PRESENT PROBLNV!S 

19, With tho departure uf Spanish cadres and technioians, merchants 

and planters, the econumic situation worsened from day t0 day. Despite 

c•ur intercession with doctors and teaching staff, ·these also left the 

oountry. It dd>es not seem that any effort was made at the time, by the 

Spanish authorities to stop the exodus, 
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Furthermo1·e, since Equatorial Guinea did not have its own currency or a 
national bank consequently, it had absvlutely nc control over the financial 
situation. The amount uf Spanish pesetas circulating in the country 
decreased considerable with the exodus, The 1969 budget estimated at 
1,139,045,000 pesetas existed only c,n paper as the, .. · state had oollec.tod 
no returns. Work was stopped on the oucoa plantations as well as in most 
c>f the small business which existed in the co:>untry. Unemployment became 
tho general rule. 

20, The Oil.U Administrative Secretary General immediately got in touch 
with the United Nations Secretary-General and other internatione.l organiza
tiun to request that immediate aid be envisaged, Tho United Nations 
Secretary-General sent a mission on the spot, including UNDP and technical 
assistance experts. The World Health Organization (li!HO) and the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) also sent fact-finding 
missions later. 

21, We are even more concerned abuut the si tuatiun in tho island of 
Fernando Po than that un the mainland province of Rio Muni. In fact, while 
in Rio Muni the population can live off cassava, on the island of Fernando 
Po, devutecl nearly entirely to the cultivation of cocoa, it is impossible 
to find food fc)r tho population, As we pointed out earlier, the majority 
of the population is made up ,,f Nigerians (80, 000) a large number (probably 
20,000) :>f whom are, in fact, unempluyed. 

22. It should be recalled, here, that the existence uf such a strong 
Nigerian community is due to the fact that the Spanish Government signed, 
with the Federal Republic c,f Nic;eria, an a;,Teement on 14 September 1957, 
agreement which was renewed on 18 May 1963 and which stipulates that 
Nigerian wc,rkers could be recruited fer an initial cuntract of 3 years 
with possibility uf extension for a period of one and a half years, This 
agreement on Nigerian labour became necessary in order to cultivate the 
cocoa on the island of Fernando because ,,f the lack uf local labour. 
However, with the crisis in the eastern province c>f Nigeria, the workers 
that were recruited cuuld no longer return to their homes and thus became 
an additional problem for Equatorial Guinea, 'rhe majority of these workers 
have nut been paid since the departure of the Spanish planters. The 
unavailability of work, hunger, and pc~ty may at any time threaten the 
law and order and peace in the island and oreate serious trouble for the 
entire cuuntry. 
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2), President MACIAs sent us an urgent appeal fur African troops to 

help maintain law and order. Furthermore, UN and OAU were asked to 

send ecomomic, financial and administrative experts immediately in order 

to help the Government organize its finances and administration. Doctors 

and teaching staff were needed more than ever~ Furthermore, neighbouring 

African c•,•untries c,_,uld help Equaturial Guinea emerge fr·.'m isolation by 

establishing a communications system with it. 

The OAU General Secretariat transmitted these reguests to Member 

States bllt, we. m!ls t adr.1i t that the vver-whelming African solidarity which 

we expected was not forthcoming, 

24• The OAU General Secretariat also interceded with the Spanish 

Government t,, stress Spain's mural and puli tical responsibilities vis-a-vis 

the si tllatiun created in Ek]llaturial Gllinea, in particlllar, >ri th regard to 

the Gllinean and Nigerian workers whc' had been left by themselves in 

plantations c•r bllsinesses belonging to Spanish citizens, 

25. The Foreign Minister, 1>lr, CASTIELLA infc)rmed llS, thruugh interviews 

with OAU representatives, that he was prepared to take up, once more, the 

road uf co-wperation ''i th the Guinean Government and forget the crisis that 

had previously taken place. According to the minister, Spain's decoloniza

ti<:n policy in Equatorial Guinea, was partly his personal wurk and had earned 

him a good deal e>f enmity in his own cvuntry, He hoped that the Government 

uf l!.qllatc'rial Guinea w.-,uld facilitate his task and that, with the assistance 

uf th0 UN and OAU, further negutiati,,ns c.:·uld be held, The OAU General 

Secretariat was later informed that the Spanish Government was prepared 

t··· put at the disposal of Equatc.rial Guinea, the sum of 426 million pesetas 

tu cover the budgetary deficit of the current yea:r. 

25. Because uf OAU intercessiun vii th the twu Governments, a decision 

was taken to enter int" negutiati,ms with a view to re-establish co

uperati,·n between Equatorial Guinea and Spain on fresh basis, taking into 

acc0unt the s_,vereignty, the independence and the territorial integrity 

"f the Republic c;f l!.qllatorial Guinea. These negotiations started on 29 

April and c·mtinlled until 22 J~ay 1969. The discussions del t with tw·o 

draft agreements' a draft at;Teement for ecC1nJmic co-,>peration and a draft 

trade and payment agreement, 
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Cc·nsidering the atl:losphere .>f mistrust and the consequences c·f 

a still recent crisis, tho discussions were extremely difficult and very 

often neared complete failure. The mediati·.on of OAU representatives through

out these negutiatLms and the proposals of col:lpromise that we, on several 

oocassions suggested, finally brought the negotiations out of the deadl•Jck. 

Thank t·.• these at,'Teements, E;tuatorial Guinea obtained certain specific 

advantages: first, the Spanish State handed over all its movable and 

immovablEl property on Guinean terri toi'Y to the State of Il:juatorial Guinea, 

Furthermore, the financial aid mentioned above was immediately paid intc 

the Treasury of E;tuatorial Guinea. Spain premised to help the Government 

of E;tuaturial Guinea to set up a central bank and mint its own money which 

will be put int•.J circulation on 12 Oct·Jber 1969, the anniversary of the 

independence of E;tuatorj_al Guinea. Lastly, Spain allowed Guinea to sell 

its products on the Spanish market at a supported price, Other draft ag2·ee

ments are being studied by experts anci will concern P.art:i.cular fields of 

co-operationo 

:20. These agreements, slgned on 22 May 1969, on the one side, by the 

Guinean Minister of Interior, !VlrQ MAS:cE and, on the other side, by the head 

of the Spanish c.elege.tion, Ambassadur Pan de SOR/\.LUCB, were ratified by 

both Governments. President MACIAS and the OAU representative made a speech 

on that uccasivn to sl1ow their satisfaotj_on and express the hope that 

co-operation wi til Spain would. become mol'O and more oonscJlidated .. 

:?-$'. Internatici1al opinion and the UN specialized. agencies welcomed 

this a&eement creating an atmosphere of comprehensi<Jl1 and cordiality, 

The OAU representative later went tto Madrid and Geneva to press the Spanish 

Government and international organizations in .lrder that the urgent 
• assistance to Equatorial Guinea could not be delayed, The Spanish 

Government immediately sent a mission headed by the Directur of lliucation, 

to study the establishl:lent c,f a programme which wouC.d enable Guinean 

pupil< · . .-ond.students tv catch up on part of the syllabus for the current 

year by c•rganizing summer courses and giving examinations under the best 

possible conditions. In addition, starting this year, Spain has planned 

to set up 11 schools which it will finance entirely, Othao: missions 

followed in tb.e f'celds of health and coml:lunications. 

3QI. International organizo.tiuns, in particular, the United Nations 

High Commission for Refc.gees (UNHCR) and the Internatlonal Labu= 

Organization (ILO) have assured tho OAU assistant Secretary-General of 

their in·tention to speed up the implementation of their assistance programme. 
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31. The OAU Assistant Secretary-General Mr. H. M, SAHNOUN later 
visited varbus Heads ,,f State in neighbouring countries. The Nigerian 
Head of State, Genoral·Y, GOlfQN immediately sent a missiun to the Govern
ment of Equatorial Guinea, A Guinean delegation alsu went tu Lagos to 
negotiate the establishment of a communications system and air links 
between the twu cuun tries, Financial aid uf £N 20,000 were granted by 
tho Lagos Government, 

32, President AHIDJO, whe> listened very attentively to the OAU 

representative's explane.tions, clearly expressed great interest in every
thing regarding Equatorial Guinea whose links with Cameroon are evident. 
The Cameroon Government which had previously helped the Guinean nationalists 
in their struggle for independence, visibly continues to show the same 
sympathy and the same generosity vis-a-vis the Government and the people 
of :Equatorj_al Guinea President Ahmadou AHIDJO immediately dispatched the 
Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. TSHOUNGUI who 
was appointed aml:'assador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the Govern
ment of Santa Isabel. The special representative of President AHIDJO was 
also entrusted with looking into all possiblities of co-operation with the 
Guinean Government. 

33. The President c•f the Republic uf Gabon, Mr. A, BONGO showed 
sp·ecial interest in the infc>rmatiun given him by tho OAU representative 
and he particularly assured him, that he would send, as soon as possible, 
a mission to :Equatorial Guinea tu study the establishment of a communica
tions system between Libreville and Bata. 

V, CONCLUSIONS 

34, The signing of co-uperaticm \)-greements between Spain and 
Equatorial Guinea created a positive atmosphere and a healthier political 
tilimate in the cuuntry. Morevver, President Francisco MACIAS Nguema and 
his Government very skillfully mastered the situation. The President, 
in particular, was able to mobilize his people and preserv0 the unity of 
his country. He ·paid regular visits tu various regions to inform the 
people of the reasons f<Jr the crisis and ask thorn to remain united sc, as 
not play tho game of tho enemies uf Equatorial Guinea, Many had predicted 
mor0 serious disturbanoes, including the secessi<.n of the island of 
Fernando Po but the political wisdom of th·3 Guinean leaders preserved the 
country from worse disasters, 
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39, '.rho :president has now returnod to the capital, Santa Isabel, 

after staying, fur nearly the entire period of the crisis, in the city of 

Bata in Rio Muni. Furthermore, a decree cranting amnesty to all political 

prisoners was pr·)claimed. '!'his actL,n, amonc others, taken by the Govern

ment which returned to So.nta Isabel, will enable tho economic life to pick 

up acain. 

~!). Meanwhile, certain prcblems remain which call fcJr an urgent 

Sc.>luti"n• 1/e Wc.'Uld lik;e particularly to stress that uf the maintenance 

c,f law ancl urder in the country. lli th tho departtura. of the Spanish forces, 

there are only a few units of the Guinean guard who are neither officered 

nor safficiently trained to be able to maintain law and urder and peace. 

In fact, serious incidents took quite place recently durinf; a riot whioh 

could have been put undGr contr"l easily in uther circumstances. Tw,J 

ministers Gf the Government were arrested by the Guinean guard. These 

ministers were later rGleased but a cummander in the navy lust his life. 

Consequan·tly we reiterate our appeal to African countries fur some of them 

to send military cadres in sufficient numbers tc• advise the Guinean troops 

until competent officers are trained to take over C(>Ifimand of their country: . ., 

troops. 

].f. FurthermlJre, the financial crisis which we mentioned, continues 

and the C•JUntry will be able to rebuild its econumy vnly if certain vi tal 

facilities are granted. !Jo should recall the.t with the departure of the 

Spanish nationals, the oountry ;ms severely drained of the. amount uf 

pesetas in circulation, In addi tL.n, several public services and State 

enterprises discovered that they did nc,t have the necessary funds to 

continue to operate n•Jrrnally. 

38. Finally, the OAU sh,mld be able to ensure the presence of a 

commissiun for a duration c;f at loast 6 mcmths which wuuld be entrusted 

with the task of advising the Guinean Government and helping tu find, from 

the international urganizatiuns, the technical assistance needed t'" sot. 

the wheels uf government and eoonomy in mc>tion, until the situation returns 

tu nurmal which we hope will be soon, regardin,~ relations in the field cf 

co-opero..ti.::-n between Equatorial Guinea and Spain, 
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3·9· To summarize, the aid tc· be given by Africa to El:juatorial Guinea, 

as quickly as pussible, should be in the 'following fields. 

a, Providing Officers fur the army and security service, 

b. Financial and economic assistance, 

c, Technical Assistance (doctors - engineers - financial experts -

legal experts - teachers), 

d, StrengtheninG of co-operatic>n with neighb0uring countries 

(especially Cameroon and Gabon) this would make it possible 

for Guinea to emerge frc•m its present isola ti-m, 



ANNEX I 

CM/288 
page U 

'rELEGRlOO!E DATED 27 FEBRUARY 1969, .AllDRESSED TO THE S:EIJREI'.A.RY-G.ENERAL 

FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF EQU.B.TORLAL .. GUINEA.. 

FOR THE SIMPLE REA.SON THAT THE SPANISH DIPLOMATIC MISSION 

ACCREDITED TO OUR REPUBLIC WAS INVITED '1D REDUCE THE NUMBER OF ITS 

FLAGS '1D TALLY HITH THOSE OF OTHER :EIIIBASSIE:S, THE SPANISH .AJilBllSS.ADOR 

WHO COMJViA IN ANY CASE UNILATERALLY OCCUPIES VARIOUS PUBLIC BUILDINGS COMl'ilA 

CARRIED OUT A SERIES OF ACTS OF PROVOCATIONS VIOLATING THE SOVERIEGNTY OF 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA STOP THE VIOLATIONS COl\'11\!ITTED BY THE SPANISH :EMBASSY 

ARE THE FOLLOWING: GENERAL MOBILIZATION OF THE STATIONED SPANISH TROOPS; 

OCCUPATION BY THE SAID FORCES OF THE AIRPORT OF SANTA ISABEL; OCCUPATION 

OF THE POSTS AND TELJ1'GRA:PHS STATIONS; ARMED' SPANISH FORCES PATROL THE 

MAIN CITIES; SPANISH SHIP SENT TO SANTA ISABEL DIVERTED TO THE PORT OF 

BATll viiTH TROOPS ON BOARD' DISTRIBUTIONS OF ARMS TO ALL SPANISH RESID l!NTS 

IN THE REPUBLIC; VIOLENT SUBSTITUTION OF GUINEAN TROOPS BY SPANISH TROOPS 

IN ALL THE F00TS PLACED UNDER THEIR SUPERVISION STOP FURTHERMORE THE 

GOVERNMENT m• THE REPUBLIC OF .El;IUATORIAL GUINEA DENOUNCES BEFORE THE UNITED 

JITATIQNS SECRETARY-GENERAL AND WORLD OPINION THESE FACTS FOR WHICH THE 

SPANISH GOVERNJIIENT IS SJLH.YRESPONSIBLE STOP THE GOVERNMENT OF EQUATORIAL 

GUINEA REQmSTS THE UNITED NATIONS '1D SEND I'm PEACE-KEEPING FORCES AND 

INFORM THE SECURITY COUNCIL OF THESE FACTS STOP HIGHEST CONSIDERATION 

FRANCISCO MACIAS NGUJ!l'I!A PRESIDJiNT OF THE REPUBLIC OF EQUATORIAL 

GUINE.'l. 
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OAU's Serious Ce>ncern Over the Si tuatiun in El:)uatorial Guinea 

The Genoral Secretariat uf the Organizatiun of African Unity is 
following with growing concern the latest developments in Equatorial 
Guinea, Faced with a certain guided information, the General Secretariat 
has the duty to bring uut the followinG facts• 

From the very time a seriuus situation developed in Equatorial 
Gginea, the. OAU General Secretariat has been in constant tc•uoh with the 
Guinean Government which has kept the UN Secretary General informed while 
denouncing the provC>cati<Jn and arbitrary measures undertaken on behalf 
of the Spanish Government by the latter's representatives in Equatorial 
Guinea. 

Because the Spanish Ambassador in Santa Isable was merely invited 

by Equatorial Guinea's Government to reduce the number of Spanish fl&gs 
floating on government buildings which Spain retained unilaterally since 

Equa.torial Guinea's accessic'n to independence, he took a number of arbitrary 
measures and decisions of exceptional gravity. 

Thus Spanish fDrces in Equatorial Guinea were mobilized and ordered 
to take over Santa Isabel Airpc•rt and the telecommunicatic•ns center; 

Spanish troops arc now pa trclling Equabrial Guinea's capital city where 
they have armed the Spanish civilian populati .. n and replaced forcefully 
the Guinean garrison. A war ship, with a full load of Spanish troops, is 
now proceeding fr.Jm Santa Isabel tu Port Bata, the capital city of Rio 

Muni, the continental part uf the new State. 

The OAU General Secretariat, after informing H.I.M. Haile Selassie, 
Dean cf the African Heads of State and Gvvernment and H. E. Houari 

Boumedienne, the Chairman uf the OAU Conference Heads of State and Govern
ment, n"tif:led immediately the Spanish Government its shock and deep 
concern uver developments in Equatorial Guinea and appealed tu the latter 

to take at once all appropriate measures in the interest CJf El]uatorial 
Guinea as well as in the interest uf the latter 1 s relatic•n with other 

African States, and OiLU tr_, ensure respect for El]uatorial Guinea's 

sovereignty by riscinding all arbitrary measures taken by Spanish 

representatives in Santa Isabel. 
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In its appeal to the Spanish Government the OAU General Secretariat 

has insisted "n the immediate return uf Spanish troops in Equatorial 

Guinea to carris~n and the rec,jverinc; by the JoJ:]_uaturial Guinea's Govern

ment uf its full fledged sovereignty rights sc. as t•, enable settlem,mt of 

all pendinG' Spanish Guinean prvblcms, through noguti2.ticns. 

The OAU Gon3ral Secretariat continues tc f,Jll,lW developments in 

Equat,)rial Guinea with all tho mure interest and concern that l!l:juatc,rial 

Guinea is the latest newcomer tu the OAU. 

Equatorial Guinea became independent on Octuber 12, 1969 and 

joined a few weeks later the OAU ,,f which it became the 41st member state. 

A few days agu, Equatorial Guinea was represented to the XIIth 

Ordinary Sessi•.'n cf the OAU Cvuncil of Ministers by its Minister of Fureign 

Affairs whc was given a rousinG welcome bc>th by H. I.M. Haile Solassie 

lst and the Council of Ministers. 

This is why tho OAU at large and each member state in particular 

have a mural and pc)li tical duty tv join efLrts with the government and 

people of Equatorial Guinea in' this hour of trial arbitrarily imposed on 

them. 

It is our dearest wish that f,,r the sake uf sheer self-interest 

the Spanish Government should h'eed uur appeal and tako all appropriate 

measures so as tc>' put an end tc' a V·3ry serious situation. 

Addis Ababa, March 3, 1969. 
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TELEGRAlVIME DATED 5 MARCH. 1969 ADDRESSED TO SECREI'ARY-GENERAL BY THE 

PRESIDEl>fT OF THE REPUBLIC OF EQUATORIAL GUINEA. 

RIDREI' TO INFORM YOUR EXCELLENCY THilT THIS MORNING A COUP 

DEI'AT WAS ATTEIIIPTED AGAINST THE LIDALLY CONSTITUTED GOVERNMENT OF 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA STOP THE COUP DEI'AT WilS HATCHED AND DIRECTED BY 

ATANASIO NDONGO MIYONE CO!II!IlA EX-MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 

SATURNINO JBOUGO EX-DEPUTY STOP EVERYTHING WAS MOBILIZED TO ATTAIN THIS 

END STOP COUP. DEI'AT liAS A FAILURE STOP SITUATION COMPLETELY IN HAND STOP 

REITERATE REQUEST FOR IMMEDIATE EVACUA'riON OF STATIONED SPANISH TROOPS 

FROM THE .COUNTRY STOP INSIST ON THE SENDING OF UNITED NATIONS PEACE

KEEPING FORCE3 STOP HIGHEST CONSIDER.ATION STOP 

SIGN ED: ·FRANCISCO lllACill.S 

PRESIDEK'T OF THE REPUBLIC OF :EJ;JUATORIAL GUINF.A 
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TELEIJRAl'IIME FROM H. E. DIALLO TELLI, SECREI'ARY-GENERAL OF OAU TO 

H; E. FRANCISCO li'JACIAS, PRESIDENT OF 'ffiE REPUBLIC OF EJ:l.Uli.TORUL GUINEA.. 

HONOUR TO INFORM YOU THAT IN VIEf OF THE SERIOUSNESS AND 

URGENCY OF THE SITUATION IN I!I;IUATORIAL GUINEA HAVE DECIDED WITH THE 

AGREElVIENT OF H. E. MR. HOUARI BOUMEDIENNE CURRENT CHAIRll'tii.N OF OAU TO 

SEND Tl'fO SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES TO YOU STOP CO.MII!ANDER SLlMANE HOFFMAN 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PRESIDENT STOP ASSISTANT SECREI'ARY...oGENERAL 

JViOHJl.lliMED SAHNOUN CHllRGED TO STUDY THE SITUATION STOP ARRIVAL OF 

REPRESENTATIVES EKPECTED MONDAY MORNING AT S.C.NTA ISABEL AT 8,40 HOURS STOP. 

HIGHEST CONSIDERATION STOP 

DIALLO TELLI 
SECGEN OAU 



His Excellency 
]\[Jr. Diallu Telli 
Seer etary-General u f the OJl.U 
Algiers. 
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Bata, March 18, 1969 

I have pleasure in acknowledging receipt of your kind letter 

sent to me through Messrs. Sliman Huffman, Personal Representative 

of His Excellency H,Juare BL'Umedienne and the Hadj i!IJohamed Sahnoun, 

Assistant Secretary-General, 

First of all I must express my gratitude fur the promptitude 

with which the Organization has answered my appeal and fur the keen 

interest shown by the members of the Missiun in tho problems brouc;ht 

about by tho recent occurences in my c:JUntry, 

I sincerely believe that they are perfectly well informed to 

be able t,, submit an exact repCJrt un the events and the needs which 

have resulted therefrom. il.l tho.ugh the problems are grave and multiple, 

my cunfidence in the Organizatiuh and my borthers of tho African Continent 

is such that I have no doubt their assistance and support will be noticed 

shortly; since I have done no more than struggle against imperialism and 

neoculunialism to achieve tho real independence of my country, 

The most important problem which I have to face in my attempts 

to avoid the blockade imposed on me is economic, 

As regards troups I have desisted fr- •Ill ubtaininc them from 

the United Natiuns as I c.:nsider that those from the Organization of 

African Uni_ ty w,mld play a better rule, In any case I shall soon 

send you a formal request in this sense. 

Please accept, !Vir. Secretary-General and dear friend the 

assurances uf my highest c:,nsideratiun and esteem, 

Francisco Macias Nguema 



Ji.!'IN EX VI 

LT 

CM/288 
page 1!' 

113 - HONOUR IN~CJRJV! YOUR EXCELLENCY THAT OAU GOODWILL MISSION APPOIHTED 

BY CURRENT CHA:':RMAN H. E. BOUEMEDIEI'INE AND OAU SECREIARY GENT<lRAL IS BAC:K 

FROM EQUA'rORIAL GUINEA AFTER CAREFUL INVESTIGATION AND ErJUJ.USTIVE DISCUSSIONS 

WITH PRESIDJ!NT FRANCISCO MACIAS STOP MISSION REPORTS VERY SERIOUS 

SITUATION STILL PREVAILING IN COUNTRY WHERE DEPARTURE OF VIHTUALLY ALL 

SPANISH PERSONNEL FROM ALL SECIDRS THREATENS POLITICAL ECONOMIC AND 

SOCIAL LIFE OF NEifLY INDEPEN1l.!NT STATE STOP PRESIDENT MACIAS THEREB'ORE 

MAKES URG.ENT APPEAL FOR IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE FROM AFRICAN HEAI>S OF STATE 

IN SEN1liNG AFRICAN ARMY OFFICERS AND OTHER RANKS TO HELP MAINTAIN Idl.H 

ORDER AND SECURITY STOP FURTHER REQUESTS PERSONNJEL .t\ND 1ill\:PERTS OF ALL 

DISCIPLINES PA.RTHlULARLY DOCTORS 'rEACHERS ECONOMISTS AND ACCOUNTAUTS TO 

FILL POSTS VACATED BY SPANISH PERSONNEL AND FIN11LLY REQUESTS FINANCIAL 

Jllill MATERIAL ASSISTANCE BOTH NECESSARY AND URGENT TO SHOW EFFEC'L'IVE 

AFRICAN .SOLIDARITY TO N:EWLY INDEPEN1l.b.NT STATE AND YOUNGEST Oi\.U IIIEfVIJlR'i. STO? 

RESPECTFULLY DRAW ATTEt<TION YOUR EXCELLENCY ON IMPORTANCE AND URGNlCY 

AFRICAN INITIATIVE TO SPARE EQUATORIAL GUINEA FROM CHAOS iuill CATASTROPHY 

STOP GRATEFUL COJVI!IIUNICATE ALL S·TEPS CONCEIVED OR TAKEN IN F;,VOUR GOVERNMEU'l' 

AND PEOPLE OF EQUATORIAL GUINE!< STOP HIGHES'r CONSIDJ!RATION 

DIALLO TELLI 
SECGEN OAU 
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PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF :mUATORiil.L GUINEA. TO 
SEJJREI'ARY GENERAL OAU DIALLO TELLI 

HOLDING SOON IN BATJ, HISPANO GUINEAN NEJJOCIATIONS STOP RQJEST 

THIS ORGANIZATION (OAU) TO SEND EXPERTS IN NEGOCill.TIONS AND OESJ'RVER 

TO ASSIST GUINEAN DELEDATION STOP GRATEFUL COIJil\!UNICATE EARLY ACCEPTANCE 

IN ORDER TO INDICATE ARRIVAL DATE IN GUINEA STOP HIGHEST CONSID:ERATION 

FRANCISCO MACIAS NED JiliiA 
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ErAT PRIORIT•J!l HIS EXCELLENCY MR. DIALLO TELLI AD!IiiNISTRATIVE SIDJRErARY

GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION .AFRICAN UNITY AllDIS ABABA 

RE YOUR TELEGRAMME 4 7 m, 26 M.a.RCH FROM 8 TO 10 MARCH MR VICTOR HOO 

CO!IlJVIISSIONER FOR TECHNICAL COOPERATION ACCOMPANIED BY MISS GRANGER 

REPRESBNTil.'riVE OF UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPJVIBN'r PROGRAMME OFFICE AT 

LIB:&.f!,VILLE WENT TO EQUATORIAL GUINEA WHERE HE HELD TALKS WITH THE OFFICIALS 

OF THE GOVERNMENT ON THE NEEDS OF THE GOVERNl'i!ENq~STOP ASSISTANCE THAT CAN 

BE PROVIDED BY THE TECHNICAL COOPERATION BUREAU IS BEING ACTIVELY STUDIED 

AND A FINANCIAL ADVISOR HAS ALREADY BEEN SBNT AND HAS BEEN WORKING WITH 

THE GOVERNMENT OF :EJ;:UATORIAL GUINEA FOR THE LAST HEEKS STOP FURTH:ER!IIORE 

ON THE RECEIPT OF A TELEGRAMJI!E SEJIJT TO JViE BY ON 22 MARCH BY PRESIDENT MACIAS 

TO ASK FOR DOCTORS AND OTHER TECHNICIANS I HAVE COMMUNICATED HIS R~UEST 
TO THE DIRJiDTOR GBNERAL OF 1-/0RLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND HAVE ASKED THE 

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAJVli.!E TO SEN1l THE RIDIONAL REPRESBNTATIVE 
AGAIN TO EriUATORIAL GUINEA IN ORDER TO ASSESS THE NEEDS ARISING FROM THE 

PRESBNT SH'UATION AND TO ASSIST THE GOVERNMENT TO DRAlf UP THE NEEDS FOR 

ASSISTANCE NECESS1i.RY STOP THE DIHJ£CTOR GENERAL OF WHO SENT A CABLE ON 

26 MARCH TO THE MINISTER OF HEALTH m, ~UATORIAL GUINEA OFFERING TO SE!'.'D 

A WHO HIGH OFFICIAL IN ORDER TO STUDY WITH HIM THE SITUATION CONCERNING 

MEDICAL SERVICES AND PUBLIC HEALTH SO AS TO DEI'ERMINE l'IHAT I!VlJVIEDHTE AND 

LONG TERM ASSISTANCE WHO COULD OFFER STOP THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSION
iliti. FOR REFUGEES HAS SENT A MISSION \'IHICH IS AT PRESENT ASSESSING THEN NEEDS 

OF ~Uil.TORIAL GUINEI~ WHICH COME WITHIN HIS TERMS OF REFERENCE STOP I ASSURE 

YOU THAT 1\E ARE GIVING A CONTINUED AND URGENT 1:CTTENTION TO THE SITUATION 

IN EQUATORIAL GUINEA AND THAT 1-IE SHALL ENllEAVOUR TO ASSIST THIS COUNTRY 

AS iVJUCH Jl.S WE Cli.N STOP I AWAIT WITH INTEREST THE MEMORANDUM OF THE OAU 

DELEGATION FOR WHICH I THANK YOU IN ADVANCE STOP WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED 

OF ANY NEW DEVELOPMENTS STOP YOURS SINCERELY 

U TRANT. 

29 MARCH 1969 
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H:EQUEST FI.'R TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FHOM THE GOVERIDilENT OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF EX;!UA'lDHIAL GUINEA TO THE 0. A. U, 

OFFICE 0~' THE PHESIDENT OF 'rHE REPUBLIC' 

1 EOCpert to organize the.offices of the President and the Vice

President (Jf the Republic 

1 ProtocoL-o:fficer-to--orga.niz.e--f:he_Offi·ce of the· President and the 

Ministries 

1. . J.Vlili-tar'y -exper-t-ad vis er 

1 Conservator of. fo:r-ests--w:L:th knowledge of !llountain- forestry 

2 Forestry assistants 

MINISTRY _OF FOREIGN A]'FAIRS' 

1 Ex: pert t . ,•rcaniz.a__J.he---lVLiu:i.J3'try -of 'Fo:reie;n .. Af.fairs 

MINISTRY OF JUSTICB: 

1 Int-erna-tbn.a.L_jurist---fr.e=gniz.ed _as -an authuri ty) who is also a jude;e 

c-f the Labour Court,, 

2 Judges 

1 Ex:pert in fiscal rna tters 

MINISTRY OF DEF'ENCEo 

1 Military expert 

3 Officers 

14 7 Instructors and soldiers 

MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS, HOUSING AND TRANSPORT: 

1 Civil engineer 

2 Assistant engineers 

2 Air Navigation Experts 

1 Maritime signals expert 

1 Ex:pert. .. in-hous.irlil:J-trum p1anninc _and planning 
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MINISTRY m' INTERNAL AFFAIRS: 
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1 Ex:pert tu organize the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Adviser 

1 Mail Ex:pert (Post Office) 

1 Telecc>mmunications technician 

2 TGlevision technicians 

MINISTRY OB' EDUCATION g 

1 Legal adviser to organize the Ministry of Eiucatiob 

6 Science teachers 

MINISTRY OF COMMERCE: 

1 Ex:pert in fureign and internal trade 

1 Technician in general matters of trade and market projects 

MINISTRY OF LABOUR: 

1 Labour officer 

1 Ex:pert in sociology 

MINISTRY OF INJlUSTRY AND MINJ!S: 

1 Ex:pert to urganize the Ministry ,,f Industry and Mines 

1 Mining engineer, expert in petroleum products, 

1 Assistant in Industrial matters 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE: 

1 Ex:pert to organize the M~nistry of Agriculture 

2 Agricultural engineers 

1 Ex:pert in soil analysis 

2 Agricultural assistants 

1 Stc•ck-farming expert 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH: 

2 Surgeons 

2 Gynecologists 

2 Specialists in internal medicine 

2 Osteologists 

2 Anaesthetists 

2 Specialists in medical analysis 

2 Occulists 



, 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH (Contd,) 

l Neurulo(;ist 

2 Dentists 

2 Radiologists 

2 Ear, nose and throat specialists 

1 &pert in urge<nizing health Service, 

MINISTRY Ole FINANCE• 

l ElcpGrt to or(>anize the Ministry of Finance 

l Pensiun Offioer 

l J\uditur 

1 Tax inspector 

2 Customs officers 

l Technician in banking matters 

l Technici.an in monetary matters 
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.;.DDl!:NDtJl~ TO 

THD REPORT OF ~'iili S~CRli>!l:.illiY-GENEB.liL ON T:G URGE\'!T NEED 

FOR AFRIC;, TO -PROVIDE ,JD FOR E~o,UJi.TORI.AL GUINEA 

1~ In response to ~he ·various messages from the General Secretariat of 

the OAU and to the pressing appeals from President 'Francisco Ma.oia&· Nguema, 

President of the Republic of' Equatorial Guinea, for urgent aid>from African·--~ 

countries, };'resident llouari Boumedienne 1 current Chairman of the 0J\.U1 

appointed a delegation composed of several technicians. This delegation, 

which was installed in Equatorial Guinea bJ the Assistant Secretary

General, rtt. Sahnoun, is composed of two army officers, an adviser from the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, two census experts and an administrative 

a:dviser. 

2. President /.laoias has expressed keen satisfaction at this assistance 

for an <\.frica.n sister country in the context of the general urgent action 

advocated and sponsored by the o .. u. Most of these officials will remain in 

Equatorial Guinea for over a month, and will, if necessary, be replaced by other 

experts in other sectors. 

3· Apart from the aid granted by Nigeria (see document CM/288 1 paragraph 31), 

by Cameroon (see paragraph 32) and by Algeria, as mentioned above, it should be 

noted that Sierra Leone's financial aid amounted to more than twenty thousand 

(20.000) dollars transferred to Equatorial Guinea last June< 

4• The Imperial Ethiopian Government has also appointed army officers 

who are to proceed f~rthwith to Equatorial Guinea to help with the training 

and supervision of the units whose mission it is to keep law and order in 

that country. 



AFRICAN UNION  UNION AFRICAINE

African Union Common Repository http://archives.au.int

Organs Council of Ministers & Executive Council Collection

1969-08

Report of the Secretary-General on the

Urgent Need for Africa to Provide Aid

for Equatorial Guinea

Organization of African Unity

Organization of African Unity

https://archives.au.int/handle/123456789/7445

Downloaded from African Union Common Repository


