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It was durins the Thirteenth Ordinary Session of the 

Council of Ministers _that the AJgerian clele,sation requested 

the inscription of an i tern concernin.s the pro:GJosed publication 
of an African Yearbook of International Law, for the first 

time on the agenda of the said Council. 

At the same Session, the Algerian deleg~tion, in 

support of its proposal, prepared a memorandum which was 

distributed to all the participating delegations as document 

Cr.I/290. 

After unanimously appralsJ.ng the Algerian proposal as a 

particularly laudable initiative, the Council postponed consi- 1 

deration on it to its Fourteenth Ordinary Session, and requested 

the General Secretariat to prep~re a report on the implications 

of the regular publication of an African Yearbook of' Interna

tional Law, to be submitted at that same Session, 

Since the Secretariat was unable to pre11are the report 
reg_uested, the FourtP.pn"!':''. n,·flj nary !'Jas:o; 0"' clscir> ed to postpone 

the detailed consicieration of the Alge:Han proposal, as well 

as any decision on it, to its :;::j_fteenth Ox-dinary Session. This 

time, however, the Council decidGd that the re}?ort of' the 

Administrative Secretary-General should be prepared, in co-opera

·i;ion with the Governments of Member States, African Universities 

and other Institutions concerned with International Law. 

In accordance with this decision cf the Council, the 

General Secretariat, sent on cTune 22, 1970, a note to all the 

Governments of l'llenlber States reg_uesting them to kindly forward 

their views on the various implications of the regular publica

tion of an African Yearbook of International Law. 

In the same Note, .the Secretariat craved the indulgence 

of these Governments to intervene wi·i~h African Universities and 

other Institutions concerned with International Law, for them 

to forward their observations on the pi·opos~d publication of 

an African Yearbook of International Law to the General 

Secretariat. 
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In its Note mentioned above, the General Secretariat 

raised three problems which, in ~ts opinion, were of particular 

interest. The three points concerned financing, the basis 
upon which African research workers will constitute to the 

Af'rican Yearbook of International Law, and the g_uestion as 

to whether the African Yearbook of International Law should 

be a joint undertaking of all the African States, or if its 

publication should be assigned to one. of tb:em to v1hich the 

others would give all the necessary financial, technical and 

material assistance. 

Furthermore, it would be recalled that ·i;he Draft 

budgetary estimates for the African Yearbook of International 

Law, prepared by the Algerian Government was attached to 

Note LEG.80 GEN/791-70 dated 22 June 1970 and forw-arded to 
Member States. 

As soon as the Secretariat receives.a fairly good number 

of opinions and comments from Member Governments, African 

Universities and other Institutions concerned vrith International 

Law, it will prepare the report on the publication by the OAU 

of an l1frican Yearbook of International Law in com}Jliance 

with- the request of the li'ourteenth Ordinary Session of the 

Council. 

Meanwhile, the Secretariat wishes to draw the attention 

of the Council of 1\finisters to the interest attached to the 

views and suggestions of Member States on the various implica

tions of the Algerian proposal. These will enable the Council 

to be fully informed while taking a final decision on the 

expediency and the conditions of the publication by the OAU 

of an African Yearbook of International Law, considering the 

great interest shown in the said proposal by all the 
/ 

participating delegations at the Thirteenth and Fourteenth 

Ordinary Sessions of the Council, and the need for Africa 

to publish an African Yearbook of International Law as its 

contribution to the development of international' law in 

general, and understanding between peoples and nations. 
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The Genei·al Secretariat of the Organization of African 
' 

Unity presents its compliments to the Ministries of Foreign 

Affairs of :r~ember States and has the honour to remind them that 

following the discussions on the question of regular·publica

tion of an African Yearbook of International Law, the 
Fourteenth Session of the Council of Ministers decided: 

1) to postpone consideration of this matter to its 

fifteenth ordinary session; 

2) to invite the Administrative Secretary-General to 

b~gin a study of the question of regular publication 

of'an African Yearbook of International Law in co

operation with the Governments of Member States, 

African 'Universities and Institutes and s.ll other 

Insti tut.ions concerned with Intern.ational law, with 
a ~r:Lew to submitting a ·report on this question to 

the fifteenth ordinary session of the Couneil of 

Ministel.'S, 

It would be recalled that during the Thirteenth Session 

of the Council of Ministers, the Algerian Government caused the 

distribution of a document as a working paper outlining its 
vie¥Son the aims and philosophy of the proposed African Yearbook 

of International Law, its contents, financial resources and 

finally, on the role of the Yearbook .in question in the develop-· 

ment of International Law in general, 

At the same Thirteenth Session, the Algerian paper was 

distributed to all the participating delegations as document 

CM/320/ Add, 1. 

~trthermore, the Algerian Government forwarded to the 

General Secretariat a provisional budget for the Afrircan Year·

book of..International Law for 1970. 
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The Ministries of :!Tore:l.gD Affair,;; will find hereto attached, 

a copy of the said provisional budget and document CJVI/320/Add.l, 

In o~~a e~:' ·;;~J j.mpJ~-.::Jlc:at th'J d.e.:.;:i. sior1s of the Fourteenth 

Session of the Cotmcil o:Z Minist•crs, :i_n other words, in order 

to co-operate wj_th n1omb<Jr States and African Universities and 

Institutions concerned with InteTnational Law bipreparing the 

report reg_uested ol: it, the General Secretariat kindly requests 

Governments of Member States to state their views on the various 

implications of the regular publication of an African Yearbook 

of International Lawo 

The General Secretariat is of.the opinion that the regular 

publicat;ion of e.n African Yea~·boolr of International Law poses 

serious problems, ·i;hree of which an> partic•J.larly worth mentioning. 

Financing should be placed at the head of these problems, 

It is g_uite evident that the fi:;:·st budget of the African Yearbook 

of International Law will be fully .financed by all African States 

if the policy-making bodies of OAU decide finally to make it the 

responsibility of all Member States. What will become of it 

later? That v:iJ.J. depend par··:;J.y on the sn~cess of the proposed 

African Yearbook of International Law. If the Review is a real 

success, it is' ~p-:rol'a·~.,].u ·U:...1·0 

contribute to i·i;£) finan.0ing .. 

in no small measure, 

In any case, before the ;Review comes to stay, it sh0uld be 

expected, that a·~ least, for some time, it will be mainly financed 

from external resources. These resources will consj_st principally 

of cnntributions from African States and partJ.y of aid from certain 

international Organi7,ations or possibly private donations uo the 

Review. 

Once the budget of the Review has been draw11 ll:p and the amount 

to be contributed b:~• member State.; fixed, j_t would be necessary 

to explore ways anCI. means of ensuring the regular :paymen·~ of this 

contribution :i.n fu.lL This j_s not the least aspect of the problem 

of financing. 
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In the second place, it would"be necessary to agree in 

unambiguous terms on the basis upon which African research 

workers will feed the Review. Since all African States are 

suffering at varying degrees from the lack of highly qualified 
cadres, it is only realistic that Governments cannot do with
out the services of their most eminent jurists permanently •. 

Highly qualified research workers are constantly in

dispensable in their countries of origin owing·precisely to 

the fact that there are only a few of.them. 

The policy-making bodies of OAU should therefore explore 

practical and effective ways of ensuring that the African Year

book of International Law receives "the permanent collaboration 
of a group of research workers" from all quarters. 

The effective and indispensable collaboration of the m.,st 

eminent African jurists will depend up~n the solution of this 

pr"'blem. 

Finally, it is worthwhile finding out if the African 

Yearbook of International Law should be OAU's responsibility, in 
other words, that of all its·member States or if one of these 

States should be entrusted with its publication and the others 

give it all the necessary technical and financial assistance, 

The establisbment of the Administration of the Review (Head

quarters, composition of the Board of Directors, recruitment of 

permanent staff, etc., etc.,) will depend upon the reply to 

this question. 

In view of all these problems and the other implications 

relating to the regular publication of an African Yearbook of 

International Law, especially, those outlined by the Algerian 

Government in document c~V320/Add.l, th0 General Secretariat 

would like to have the opinion of all Member States so as to 

enable it submit to the fifteenth session of the Council of 

Ministers, a comprehensive report embodying every possible informa

tion that could enable the Council to take will-theught-out 

decisions. 
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The General Secretariat would further be grateful to 

the Ministries of Foreign Affairs for their intervention with 
Universities and Institutions concerned with International 
Law for their points of view on these very problems. 

Since the Fourteenth Session of the Council of Ministers 

has instructed the Administrative Secretary-General to arrange 

for all the documents to be discussed by the next session of 

the Council to be forwarded to the Governments of Member 

States, at least 30 days before the opening of sessions at 

which these documents are to be discussed, it would be highly 

desirable that Member States forward their replies to the . 

various problems enunciated above to the General Secretariat as 

early as possible, so as to enable it conform to the instructions 

of the Council of Ministers. 

The General Secretariat of the Organization of African 
Unity avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 

Ministries of Foreign Affairs of Member States of the Organiza

tion of African Unity, the assurance of its high consideration. 

Addis Ababa, 



MIIHSTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIR£ 

I 
AFRICA DIVISION 

IJRAFT BUDGETARY ESTHlA TE ~OR. 

THE AFRICAN YEiillBOOK OF Il~TEl1i\TATIOpll.L LAVI - 1970 

Code No IJESCRIPriON 
Appropriations in 

dollars 

01 

02 

03 

04 

05 

06 

07 

08 

09 

10 

11 

Chapter 1 

Part 1 

Staff emoluments 

Permanent Staff 

Salary of the Permanent Secretary (or director 
of the IJrafting Committee) 

Salary of one documents officer 

Salary of t1w typists 

Salary of two translators 

Salary of a storekeeper 

Salary of ~;echnicians for maintenance 

Total of Pe.::-t 1 

Part 2 Terriporar.v Staff 

Payment of external collabo1~~mrs 
non-:membe:rs of the Yearbook ___ office 

Six articles for the "Doctrinal Section" 

Seven studies (Section entitled· "Studies and articles") 

African La>r Reports 

Chronology of International events concGrning Africa 

Bibliography on intGrnational law in Africa 

Total of Part 2 

9,600.00 

6,000.00 

3,000.00 

6,ooo.oo 

1,500.00 

2,000.00 

28,000,00 

3,000.00 

2,1oo.oo 
400.00 

400.00 

2,000.00 (1) 

7,900.00 

(1) The systematic Bibliography will be exceptionally long for the first issue 

of the 1970 Yearbook since it will contain all ;wrks done since the beginning 

of the second half of the century in international law (1950-1970). This 

explains the amount given. 



Code No 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17. 

18 

i9 
20 

21 

22 

page 2 

DESCRIPTION 

Part 3 : Expenditure .on Travel anrl._S_turlies 

Reimbursement of travel expenses of members of 
the Governing Body ( t;ro Meetings p8r year in 
Algiers) 

Reimbursement of extraordinary expenses for 
studies 

Travel expenses of permanent staff 

Total of Part 3 

Total for Chapter I 
Chapter II 

Expenditure on office equipment 
and services. 

Office supplies 

Office equipment 

Heating, lighting, maintenance and renting 
of premises 

Telephone 

Postage 

Printing of the Yearbook 
(5,000 copieE in English) 
(5,000 copies in French) 

Total for. Chapter II 

Chapter III : Assistance. 

Assistance for research : Cultural c:nd educational 
action 

Awards for the two best legal ;rorks ( t;;o prizes) 

Scholarships to two African Students for theses in 

international law 

Total for Chapter III 

General total for the first issue of the 1970 

African Yearbook of In tern a ti on al La-.:r in French 

and English 
Cha;oter I 

Chapter II 

Chapter III 

. ' 

Appropriations 
in dollars 

20,000,00 

5,000.00 

5,000.00 

30,000.00 

66,000.00 

1' 000,00 

3,000.00 

8oo.oo 
1 '000.00 

1,000,00 

25,000.00 

31,800,00 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

4,000.00 

66,000.00 

31,800.00 

4,000.00 

101,800.00 
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PROPOSED PLJ\N FOR THE ESTABLISID~ENT OF "THE AFRICJ\N YEARBOOK - . 
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW" 

I. INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

Now that the majority o:f Afri:dan countries have regained their inde

pendence, are exercising full sovereign rights and have established and 

developed increasingly closer international relations, the time seems to have 

come to give African jurists and those carrying out re~earch on Africa a 

means of expression whereby they can state their views on questions of 

international law in relation to the continent, Consequently, it was 

deemed appropriate to establish an African Yea~book on International Lawo 

Its chief merit is that it will fill a gap :for in the African world 

"iliere is nothing comparable with the Canadian Yearbook, the British 

Yearbook, the Annuaire franyais de droit international the Soviet Yearbook 

on International Law, etc. It will also have the merit of reflecting 

genuine African concepts in the field o:f international law,. thus contributing 

to its development and its wealth. 

It is a well-knc;m :fact that Africa did not take· part in the drafting 

of the rules which for centuries have governed inte~ational relations, 

For about 15 years, however, the African continent, >rhich rejects n3rtain 

standards of traditional international law, has proposed to take a more 

active part in drawing up rules concerning· the international community as 

a whole. The quality o:f the African Year1Jook of International Law should 

he .such as to fulfil the continent 1 s wish for an international law :free fr0m 

the obsol't:~te elements of power,. domination, :force and,inequali ty, 

II. OBJECTIVES J\ND AIMS OF THE YEARBOOK 

This yearbook 1·rill be sponsc.>red ry a committee composed cf African 

Ministers of Justice, Foreign Affairs and Education. Thus it can act as a 

tribunal open tn· all who wish to express the African jurist's point of view 

anol: :;?·remote the development o:f international 00-operation and understanding. 

It will also be open, to. contributions :from foreign jurists interested in 

African problems s.c lnng as priority is given to Africans" 

What 1<ill distinguish the African Yearbook from other similar 

publications is the choice of subjects and the spirit in which they will be 

dealt with. 
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1. The African Yearbook will, first of all, tackle problems connec

ted with Africals emergence on the international scene, with a view tQ 

bringing AUt the style of the new African States, faced with their new 

responsibilities, and reviewing their contribution to the life of the 

internation~ community. 

2. The Yearbook will also deal with all the inadeg_uacies from >Thich 

Africa is suffering, either because many territories are still under foreign 

rule or because the place given to Africans and Africa in the international 

organizations is not what it should be. 

3. It will be useful to show Africa's actual or potential contri

bution to international law, which from a law conceived by a small group 

of nations is being trans~ormed into a truly universal law. 

This effort should be seen in the context of, ana co-ordinated with, 

that which all Member States, and particularly those of the Third 11orld1 

are called upon to make in order to decolonize trandiational international 

law. 

III. CONTENTS OF THE YEARBOOK 

The African Yearbook of International Law will include the following 

sections: 

1. First, a special place will be reserved for doctrinal studies 

conterning Africa in particular. 

2. Secondly, regular articles will deal 11i th CUJ;"rent legal matters 

(African conferences of a political, economic, social or cultural 

nature; inter-African treaties; Af~ican regional organizations; 

African Liberation Movements, etc,). 

3. The study of jurisprudence >rill cover African courts vis-8.-vis 

international law, the OAU Arbitration c,mmission and, lastly, 

the International Court of Justice in so far RS it is of special 

concern to Africa. 

4· A diplomatic section will give as wide a coverage as possible to 

the activities of African ministries and will deal, for instance, 

with accession to treaties, diplomatic relations, etc. 
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The practical value of this section, as an instrument in the work of

diplomats, is one that cannot be overstressed. 

5· A section on lnternational events concerning Africa will be of 

obvious documentary interest, 

6. The bibliographical section will be divided into three parts~ 

(a) a biblicgre.phy of aJ.l types of publications on Africa 

(treaties' moncgraphs' theses' etc .. ), 

(b) a bibliography of periodicals listing articles and reports 

on African problems; 

(c) a critical bibliography, i.e. a record of publications of 

special interest to Africa. 

To be comprehensive, the three 'oibliographical sections might, for 

instance, start from 1950, A great many publications concerning Africa havo, 

in fact, appeared during the past two decades, 

7, The latter part of the Yearbook ;rill be devoted to the present&-· 

tion of documents such as treaties, agreements, conventiona, 

la1rs 1 diplomatic notes, a record of the accession of African 

The Yearbook -crill fulfil J. ts p;.'omise and better serve its purpose as 

a guide to information and study if its documentation is as complete as 

P"ssible. In addition to the fore! gn soj_entific pul·,lications aent to the 

Yearbook on a reciprocal basis, there will be the publications of all the· 

United Nations bodies and lege.l corr:m!. ttees, and particularly those of the 

Six:th Cnmmittee of the General Assembly, the International Cour~ of 

Justice and the International La;r Commission, as well as the compendium 

of the procedure followed by lini ted Nations bodies, the series of :i:nte~·

national arbitral a;ra.rds, the United. Uations Legislative and Administrative 

Series, the Status of Multilateral Converc)•icms of which the Secretary

General is the deposi tar;)', the United Uations Juridical Yearbook, the 

compendium of the procedure followed by the Security Council, 87-c, l/ 

l( unofficial translation of publications. 
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The eriginators of the· African Yearbook of International Law hope 

to establish a very large international law library at its headquarters. 

IV THE AFRIC.AN YEARBOOK, A POLE OF ATTRACTION FOR AFRIC.AN JURISPRUDENCE 

The African Yearbook of International L~w will be a starting-point for 

intense legal activity: congresses of African jurists, less formal meetings 

held by the same jurists at irregular intervals 1 the publication· of mono

graphs dealing with African problems, private competititve examinations for 

young African lawyers, etc. 

The Yearbook will be the medium and the occasion for an organized 

gathering of African jurists for the study of the problems of international 

law facing Africa.· 

Moreover, ResQlution 2099 of 20 December 1955 of the United Nations 

General Assembly lists a number of direct assistance and exchange activities 

which, by their very nature, ~<auld concern the African Yearbook of Inter

.national Law, the activity, programmes and orientation of which are connected 

with matters of interest to the United Nations. With this pro~pect, one can 

only regardwithapproval the training and refresher courses for teachers of 

law, advanced students and young officials, who would thus have an opportunity 

to improve their knowledge of international ·la~<. The same ~<auld apply to 

regional seminars 1;hich, by bringing together eminent specialists and 

senior officials, would be the ideal setting for a discussion of problems 

of international law of general interest. 

All these activities will lead to a more complete fulfilment of the 

objectives set forth in the Yearbook, which are similar to those that the 

General Assembly of the United Nations set itself in its Resolution 2099 of 

20 December 1955. The General Assembly is drawing up a programme of assist

ance for the te.aching, study, disseminatior• and better understanding of 

international law. 

One of the first indications of the success of this programme will be 

the establishment of a list of experts and specialists in international 

law prepared to help developing countries. 

The programme provided for other methods of assistance which so far 

have not been fully applied, 
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In the first place, measures were envisaged to promote ·and co-ordinate 

the programmes of international law at present implemented by States, organ

izations or agencies. 

In addition to the advisory services of experts, there are to be other 

forms of assistance and direct exchange such as seminars, training and 

refresher courserr, scholarships for further training, the supply of publica

tions and the establishment of law libraries as well as translations of 

important legal workn. 

P~ragraph 8 of the above-mentioned resolution provides for an advisory 

oommi ttee of ten Member States, invites UNESCO to co-operate ;ri th the 

U~ited Nations ~n encouraging the implementation of this programme of 

assistance, and requests the Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) 

to study the means of giving international la;r its appropriate place in the 

aetivitiea of the Institute, 

The idea of publishing the Yearbook is thoroughly in keeping with the 

prospects opened by the above-mentioned United Nations resolution,·and it 

is a very appropriate way 9f studying and disseminating international law 

in A:frica, 

V. FINANCING OF THE AFRICAN YEARBOOK OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

To implement this vast and ambitious programme, very large financial 

contributions are required, most of which can be obtained from A:frioan 
I 

governments, institutions and organizations, as well as from internati'onal 

··.,rganizations or non-A:frioan scientific bodies, 1fhich will devote themselves 

to the support of this useful venture for the promotion of international 

law and a better understanding of A:frican ideas in the matter. 

An appeal for financial assistance may also be made in accordance with 

United Nations Resolution 20~9· Such assistance could be provided in various 

waya. 

:j:n the first plare, it could be provided under Part V of the ordinary 

hudget of the United Nations as assistance concerning all the international 

legal aspects of development proje0ts and in the framework of the pr~gramme 

of advisory services ·in tho sphere of human rights, as assistance concerned 

with international law. 
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Assistance in t.:ertain 2.spects of international la1·r concerning economic, 

social or administrative development could then be requested in the context 

of the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance. 

VI. LANGUAGES 

The African Yearbook of International Law will be published simul tan

eously and separately in the 11orking languages of the OAU, The Yearbook 

will thus be assured of readers in Africa and throughout the world. 

VII. TITLE OF THE PUBLICATION 

African Yearbook of International Law, 

Annuaire africain de droit international, 
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SOME SUBJEC~PS 1'/HICH MIGHT BE DEALT WITH IN THE YEARBOOK 

The following list of subjects of interest to African jurists, which 

might be dealt vTi th in the doctrinal section of the Yearbook, is selective 

rather exhaustive. These subjects could be grouped together under the 

following main headings: (1) the emergence of Africa on the international 

· st?ene; (2) African aspirations; (3) the actual and potential contribu

tions of Africa tQ International Law. 

I. Africa in international Organizations and Conferences .(representation 

etf',) 

Organization of African Unity; 

legal personality of African Federations; 

Afrioan Economic Unions; 

International l<aterways in the light of inter-Afri ~an agreements; 

Pan-Africanism. and International Law; 

Legal foundations of African Unity; 

Integration in East Africa; 

African geopolitics and its legal implications; 

Africa and the former ~olonial powers; 

African regionalism and the OAU; 

Bandung and the decolonization of Africa; 

The role of Africa at the United Nations; 

Economic Commission for Africa; 

Relations between Africa and the international economic blocs; 

Integration in West Africa; 

Nationalism and internationalism in Africa; 

Problems of federalicm in Africa 

International aid to Africa and its legal aspects; 

The OAU and the settlement of inter-African disputes; 

African States and international labour agreements; 

The Monrovia Group; 

The 1963 Addis Ababa Assembly; 

African diplomatic representation in the world; 

Neutralism and Africa, 
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·rhe legal status of Africans and African Liberation M"vements; 

Dependent territories of Africa; 

Apartheid; 

The minority government of Rhndesia; 

De colonization; 

Oil and mining concessione; 

The thenry of permanent sovereignty over natural resources and 

its application in Africa; 

International trade relations of African States; 

Definition of aggression in the light of local conflicts of 

African concern; 

Decolonization and economic development; 

Legal status of foreign investments in Africa; 

Specific problems arising from the application in Africa of 

Conventions implemented by the ILO; 

Monetary areas and Africa; 

Euro~ean minorities in the new African States; 

The C0mmonwealth and the French Community; 

The OAu and the struggle against cGlonialism; 

Legal aspects of the use of violence in the struggle against 

colonialioma 

III. The influen~e of the new African States on the law of inheritance 

in matters pertaining to sovereignty 

The Group of 'i7 and the economic problems of Africa; 

Africa and the European Common Market; 

African States and the treaties concluded prior to their 

independence; 

Legal prol,lems connected with oil cont~essions; 

The 1965 Fran.c::~e.rian oil agreements; 

African Devel0}:ment Bank~ 

Treaties between N-;·rth African countries; 

Legal aspects of technical_..~n in Africa; 
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The concepts of international law in the new Mrican constitutions; 

Africa and Europe; 

Eurafrica: the possibilities of institutional co-operation 

between Mrica and Europe; 

Eronnmic aspects of Mrican independence; 

Africa and lforld Peace. 
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The Yearbook is sponsored by the African Ministers of Justice, Foreign 

Affairs and Education,. and is conceived as a non-governmental scientific 

pu~lication designed f~r the study and advancement of international law, 

with particular emphasis on African opinions in this fiel~. 

The responsibility f~r publishing the Yearbook should be entrusted to 

a Council and an Editorial Board. 

The Council : 

It i~ suggested that the Council should be composed of a maximum of 

twelve members, selected from among the most eminent African jurists and 

representing all the regions of the continent. 

The members of the first Council shnuld be appointed in s~nsultation 

with the universities and other African institutions concerned 1<i th studies 

in international la;r, such as the African Institute of International law, 

the Egyptian Socieity of International law, the Nigerian Institute of 

International Affairs, etc ••• 

The Editorial Board 

A group of two or three y"ung jurists will be responsible for 

documentation and other editorial work in the working languages of the OAU. 



COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
Fourteenth Ordinary Session, 

Addis Ababa, February/March, 1970. 

CM/320/Add. I. 

AFRICAN YEARBOOK OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

INTRODUCTIVE NOTICE 



CM/. 320/Add.l 

AFRICAN l'EARBCCii OF INTERNATIONAL LA'il 

Int;:ooductive :1otice 

1. - At a tine when R.o:::;t African countries have achieved 
independence and are e"ercising fully their sovereign rights and 
enterint; into ever el~panding diplomatic relation::;, it seems 
appropriate to avail African jurists and research workers 
interested in African questions of a mediun which enables them 
to express their point of view on international law probl:er:J.s 
concerning the continent. The publication of an African Year:
book of International Law an:::vrero this need. 

The Yearboolt will certainly fill a gap since, in Africa, 
there is not yet a·publication cooparable to the Britioh Year
book of International Law, the Canadian Yearboolr. of International 
Law, the Soviet Yearbook of International Law or l'Annuaire 
.francais de droit international, to mention only a few. It will 
have; no doubt, the !ilerit of reflecting truly African viewpoints 
on international legal problems and·will thus contribute to the 
evolution and the enrichr:J.ent of international law. 

It is indeed well !mown ti1r.t Africa has had very little 
to do wi tl1 1 the cr0.'1.tiC''1 of the r•1l.0r: which "0 0r '"',0VP.r~~- centuries 
now have been regulating international relations. But for the 
last fifteen years or so the African continent, which contests 
certain norr.:~s of this classical international law, has been 
intending 'to participate nore actively in the formulation of 
new rules concerning tbe in·cernutional cor.ununity as a whole. It 
is hoped that the African Yes.rbool~ of International Law will hn.ve 
such a high standard as to fulfill the a.':lbitions of the continent 
regarding its contribution to the creation of an international 
law free fror.l the out-d;:;.tecl factors of power, dor.:~ination and 
inequality. 

II. - Aio:::; and philosophy of the Yearbook. 

The Yearbook will have a pemanent group of research 
workers bu~ will also be v1idely opened to all shades of opinion, 
·without partiality and with no other particular orientation than 
the desire to express the African point of view and to favour 
international cooperation and understanding. Altbough priority 
will be given to African jurists, it will also publish contri bu
tions by foreign jurists interested in African probler.:~s. 

The distinctive. feature of the African YE)urboolt, as 
compared to other publications of its !~;ind, will be the choice 
of the topics discussed and the spirit in which they will be 
tren.ted. 
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1) Tile Yearbook will concern itself, in the first place, 
with the proTolens related to the er,ergence-of Africa on the 
international scene, in order to enphasize the attitude of African 
States tow2.rds their new international responsibilities and to 
take stock of their contribution to t11e life of the international 
comnunity. 

2) The Yearboolr will also deal wi ·th the deficiencies still 
present on the A£rican scene, whether beca.uso certa:i.n territories 
are still subject to a foreign sovereignity, or because certain 
States do not enjoy their full politlical or economic sovereis-nity 
or because Africa or African nationalo do not have in the inter
national orffo.nizations the place which is rig!1tly theirG. Under 
this topic cone all the questions related to decolonisation,. to 
neo-coloni_alisn and to the evolution of international organizations .. 

3) It is interesting to show the actual and potential con
tributions of Africa to international lm·1 which, having been 
created by and for a sr~all group of nations, is now being 
transformed into a really universal order. This effort should 
be coordinated with that wr1ich is being oade by other States, 
specially the developing countries, for the "decolonisation" of 
classical international law. 

III. - Contents of the Yearbook. 

The African Yearbooi.' of International Law will contain 
the following sections. 

1) A doctrinal section. 

l[n this section, eenGral problems of international, law 
could be treated, with special emphasis on their relation to 
Africa.. E;mmples of questions to be treated with in thiG section 
are: the recent contribution of Africa to the evolution of 
International Law, the Law of economic developnent, the legal 
philosophy of new states, the pr:tnciplG of self determination in 
Africa and so on ... 

It is in the papers published in this section that an 
authentic and original African legal thought could be best 
expressed. 

2) A section of "articles and studies". 

In which will be published works dealing wit~ specific 
points of International Law and case studies of a more technical, 
than philosophical character sucil as: 

a) - The activities of tbe O,A.U. (annual summits, Foreign 
Ministers meet:i.nc;s, permanent and adhoc co=issiona, General 
Secretary and so on . , ... ) 
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b) - Regional organizations in Africa (political or 
economical) 

c) -· The liberation movements in Africa 

d) - Africa and the international 0rganizations (Africa 
and the·U.N.O.; Africa and the speci"alized agencies of U.N., 
Africa and trw Eurooean cormon r.mrket etc .... ) 

e) - Political and economic conferences interesting Africa. 

(the tri-continental conference, the conference of the 77 
developing nations, the Islanic conference etc .... ) 

f) - A diploraatic chronicle which \~lll '.provide a survey as 
complete as possible of the practice of African Foreign Offices 
and will deal, inter alia, with such matters as adhesion to 
treaties, recognition of States and the establishment, ·suspension 
and severing o:f diplomatic.relations. The practical.inportance 
of this subject is obvious, as it will faithfully reflect the 
practice and trends of African States in international relations 
and could thus be a useful workin~ instrument for diplomats. 

g) - Relations between the old colonial powers and the 
independent African States which will deal with such problems · 
as state succession, economic cooperation, trade relations etc .•. 
Each subject matter will deal with in relation to each geographic 
division of the continent. 

3) A section of "African law reports". 

In this section will be reproduced uncl co=ented the 
decisions of the conciliation and arbitration com;:Jission of the 
OAU, the decisions of International courts or international 
arbitral and administrative tribunals as r.mch as tbey touc11 upon 
problems whi'ch interest t!1e continent; the ·decisions of African 
national courts relating the international law probler.lS. 

4) A chronological section of international events 
concerning Africa. 

The first yearbook being that of 1970 the chronology 
will. deal with events as froc January 1st, 1970. 

This section will nen·tion, for the record, such events 
as African confer01~ces of P<?litical, econonic, social and cultural 
nature, treuties between africun states, ·the activities of african 
regional organizations and of african r.1ovenents of liberation and 
so on. 
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5) A bil:)liog-raphical section which will contain: 

a) - A systeoatic listine- .of books and articles dealing 
with african problem::. 

b) ··· Al.:l alphabetical liot by authors' nruaes and, 

c) A boo~o: review of selectGd v1orks o:f special intGrest 
to Africa.· 

To foG coo.prehensive, theee three bibliographical divisions 
should cover the period froo say 1965 to date. 

6) A docunentary section. 

A final section of the yearbook will contain te;~ts of 
treaties, conventions, agreer1ents, -statutes, diplomatic notes, 
lists of African Stntes adhering to oultilateral agreements, 
statistics of African votes in international organizations etc ... 

Th:ts section will be a I:!Ost useful as a source of informa
tion and an instrur.1ent for research works. It iG intended to be 

.as cooplete as possible. Use will be oade of all the available 
publications such os those of the U.N., of the international 
court of Justice, of the U.N. International Law coo1:1ission, as well 
as all the scientific periodicals which the yearbook will obtain 
by way of e;whange or otherwise. 

It is the =bition of the proLiotors of the African year
l)Qolt of International Law to establish in its head quarters a 
legal library containine tl::e largest possible mer.1ber of inter
national· law books and periodicals, this filling a gage of which 
all African Jurists are aware. 

IV. - The Yearbool~ as a rallying po:i.nt for African Legal 
science 

The A.Y.I.L. is intended to bo the focus of an intense 
juridical activity: conferences of African jurists, non-periodical 
SytlpoGiUrJG and Group meetin::;s, publication of bool;;s dealing with 
legal proble!;os with special reference to Africa, prizes for 
young Af:rl cans doing original research work, etc .... 

The Yearbool~ could thus offer the Deans of coordinating 
the \70rk of African jurists and of LlObilising their efforts 
in view of r;ivllng an h1petus to African legal science. 

The General AsseLibly resolution No. 2099 of December 20, 
1965 provides for certain oeasures of assistance and exchange 
which could be channelled throucl1 the Yearbook. 
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In this perspective courses are to be organized for the 
benef:i.t of young professors of law, advanced students and civil 
servants, inteuded to c;ive thm:1 the possibility of expanding their 
knowledge of International law. Recional syopos:~u..-ns will be 
held in which specialists and senior civil servants of oany 
countries could discuss international legal probleos of general 
interest. 

ThG su!7l of these activities will enable the Yearbook 
better to ad1ieve its (;OE-.ls, which are the sa;ue as those of the 
General Asse1:1bly as expressed :i.n its above nentioned resolution. 
In fact this resolution sets forth a prorrran of assistance 
cor::lpris:i_nc; teachinc, study, better comprehension of and wider 
interest in international law. 

We a:::-e of the opinion that the Yearbook could be a con
siderable contribution towards the realization of the aims of 
this resolution of the United Nations and would constitute a 
very appropriate instrui:lent for wideninG tbe interest in, and 
spreading the study of, international law in Africa. 

V. -Financial resources of the A.Y.I.L. 

It is obvious that the inplementation of this vast and 
ar::1bitious progran requires not only offices and a teru:1 of editors -
two elenents which are already available - but also considerable 
financial oeans to which a fair contribution of all concerned 
is indispensable. 

Without e"cluding possible contributions by international 
organizations and non-African scientific bodies, it is to be 
expected that African organizations, institutions and Govern
nents w:tll wt10le-beartedly uphold a project of which the 
services for a better understanding of international law and 
for the furtherance of truly African standpoints in this field 
are self··eviclent. 

VI. - Languages 

The A.Y.I.L. will be published simultaneously in two 
editions : one in English and the other in French, These 
lan::;ua[l"es being the two nost widely used :i.n Africa, the Year
book will thus address itself to the Greatest possible nuober 
of readers in the continent. Cuts ide Africa the Yearboo!t 
could be of use to all jurists able to wor!1> in one of ihese 
two internationally inportant languages. 

VII. - Title and premises 

Title "African Yearbook of International law" 

"Annuaire africain de droi-t--interna+; anal" 

-------------Address : 7, avenue Pasteur, Algiers, Algeria. ------
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