
I 

t#CU'!ift:e~A:!fW!:J q'1Jp 
.J.$J (l\ ?P

1

~KJAU4 UJJJ1TJl' 
.,,..,~,.' p: ·' ·· .. L~nt, :11·.11~ ! 

lf.~llG/idMISATIOH OE t~l!Jl!!P7fi'!: 
JJ fF f;~ I fft l! I f!lJ f!i. 

SECRETARIAT 
. B. P. 3243 

COUNCIL OF MINis·rERS GM/3ii8 

Sixteenth Ordinary Sossion 

Addis Ababa - Februery/March 1971 

liEPORT ON O.A. U. ASSISTANCE TO THE REPUBLIC OF GUINEA 



CM/368 

Page 1 

The Council of Ministers of the O.A.U. meeting in its ·seventh 

Ex:tra-ordinary Session in Lagos from 9 to 11 December 1970, following the 

invasion attempt of Portugal and its allies against Guinea, examined the 

problems stemming from the accrued aggressiveness of colonial, imperialist and 

racist ppwe"'s in Africa, the issue of sustaining, . safeguarding and consoli"· 

dating the security ·of Independent States of Africa, and that of praotioal 

military, financial, politi.cal and moral assistance to he granted to the 

Republic of Guinea to make for.the damages of all .kinds it suffered as a rosulb 

of the Portuguese aggression of ~ovember 22, and in order to consolidate her 

independence and territorial integrity. 

In a bid to· adopt lcroad measures leading to a solution of not only the 

pro:··lem of foreign aggression against the sovereignty and territorial 

integrity of independent states of Afrioa hut also to a solution of the 

problem resultl.ng from the invasion of Guinea by Portuguese armed forces, the 

Council of Ministers, at its Seventh Ex:tra-Ordinary Session has adopted 

unanimously resolution EC!\ll/Res.17 (VII) paragraphs 10 and 11 of which read: 

Paragraph ~O: Request£ Member States of the Organization of African 

Unity to provide immediotte and complete assistance to the Republic of Guinea 

so as to enable it face the consequences· of aggression. 

Paragraph 11: -Decides to set up a special O.A.u; Fund to be used to 

provide financial, military and technical ass.istance to Guinea and invites 

all ·African Member Stabes to contribute to this Fund. 

This African assistance is all the niore important, because"Guinea has 

decided t.o deolin.e the compensations demanded 'from the Porti.iguese Government 

.hy the U. N. Seouri ty Council. 

Furthermore, it is worth.mentioning that the special mission of '<he U.l~-
.. 

Security Council, sent to Conakry im.mediately after the Portugues.e· aggression 

to report on the situation in Guinea, has clearly.established tl;ie responsioihty 

of the Portuguese Government in the invasion of 22 November. On the basis of . ' . . 

that report, the Security Council adopted on 5 December 1970, resolu~ion 

290 (1970) paragraph 3 of which reads as follows: 

"Demand that.·full compensation by -the Government of Portugal 1->e paid ';o 

the Repul>li'' of Guinea for the extensive damage to life and property o:J.used ·: y 

the armed attack and invasion and request the Secretary-General to assist the 

Government of the Republic of Guinea in the as0essment of the extent of the 

damage involved." 
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'. . ' . . .. . . 

To implement ·this resolution, tho United Nations Secretar.r-'Gen-

erai decided to' send an Ad. Hbc Cammi ttee' to Conakry ·which, in CO-'. :.·· 

cr»e:J:ation With the .Guinet authOri ties 11 shall 11 ·assess th(i damagGS 

suI'fereci by· the Be'publlc of ·Guinet. following the Portuguese aigression 

·,·so ·that the Un:Ct'ed' Nations. could resort to all Iegal 'means. to ensure 

rep·arations from the Portuguese Government. 

In ·a ·cable.- se'nt to the Adminii3ti-ative ·s-'»cr.etary.:..Generitl of the 

O.A.U. and circulated to all Member States· of the o.·A.u. President 

Ahmed Sekou Toure conveyed .. to· all. Afri.c2Jl Gover,nments-. th8 refusal·. of 

the people of .... Gi.,iineo, to. e.ntertain .any re.parc.tibn. from the Portuguese ... .. ' .. : -

Government o.ther than "an imm.ediatG recognition i:nd proclamation, of . . ··, ' _, 
national independe.nce of 1-the African verri tori~s o:t; A.'1go.la, Mozambiq_ue 

' and Gu;inea Bissau 11 • Through that same message,· the .Presii;lent of. . . ';~ . 
Guinea conveyed to the Administrative Secretary-General .the decision,· of. 

the Guinean Governmtmt to roly exclusively on. tho· African solidarity 

as expressed at ·ihe Extra-ordinary uie~ting in Lagos, in obtaining tho 

rite ans to· repair the material anci. other kinds of ci.runc.ges s.uff~rod by · 

Guinea. 
' To facili tatG the imple~entation of rncragraph 11 of ros()~u.\ion 

ECl1/Res .•. 17 (VII) adopted by the.Council of .Ministers at its Sov~nth 

Ext;ra-ordi.nary Session,. the Govcrnme.i:it of Gu:i.nea informe,d the General 

Secretariat of tho O.A •. D. that a special account NJ?. 32-30-20 had 

·been openGd at the. Centr~l Bank of the Ropublic of Guinea in· Conakry, 

·for remittances in terms of finanoial .. e,ssistanc°e from O.A.u'. Member· 

Stetes to Guinea. The Administraiive Seoretary~General through· a note 

under reference POL 20/2/75/1828/?o of 28/12/70 a copy o:i' 'which is 

~tt,;,c.he'd to -this.· report, i~fo;med all Me.mbe~ Sta~~s .about the open- ... 

ing of this ·'specie.i a.cc:ount and invited .them to "r~mi t direct their 

voluirtary oo.ntribU:tions thro~gh this speci.al account at the C.en.tral 
.•. ,. . •... , .w .- ' 

Be:nk i)f Guiricia in Conakry" &.nd .to inform .• ~.he Seor;et,11rs-Gon.era:L of .. thc 

O.A:\i.: .. thereof so that. he may report at the appropri2.te t.ime to the 

P.oli tical .bodies of the ·arg,,,,;ization. 

-.-·.: '-•.·::. '·.··. 
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Thusj the position as regards a.ssistru1ce from O • .A~ tf ;· 1~1emoe:r> ... 

Stetcs e.s of 15 Fobru2.ry 1971, is D.S fol.lows: 

Financit1l assistc'.rice 

· Ma~ri ti us The·· Governniont of. lfauti ti us has paid U, S. ii1. 500 to 

the O.A.Uo special fund for financial ~ssist~nce to Guinea as its 

contribution ii1· pursuance of Resolution ECM/R~s.17 (VII). 

Liberia· In a ·spirit of'sqlidarity as clearly shown in 'Lagos 

during the· 7th Extra-ordinary Session 'of· the Council of Ministe_rs, 

tho Government of the ·Republic o·{ Liberia sent to Conakry in_ 

December 1970, a: sp~ci.c:;l ,;1ission 1od"by-the Liberian seoretary of St'tte, 

' H.E. M. Rudolph G:,imes, to express the sentiments of friendship e,nd 

solidarity of the people of Liberia· i;o the people of Guinea following 

tho incia:ents of Novembor 1970 • 

. By. the same· token, the Liberian mission handed to the Government 

of Guinea·aoheque .. for tho'sum of lJ.S. ;J5ci.OOO asLibGrle.'s cont;ibu­

tion to assist in repairin5 tho material ·dam<. ge caused through the 

a15gressior1. 

. . 

Zamb:ial · ·A few dcys ··afttor- the "Lagos 'meet:Ln5,' 'the current ch2,1rm1w 

of the O.A.U. Assenibly·· of Heads of State ahd ·Government, H.~J. President 

Kennoth Ke,unda, ·remitted· to the· Ge'nei-ii.1 Sc;cretariat, 011 January 1, 1971, 

ti!-3 sum of eight hundred and seYenty. 'five t1{6i1sand a,;d eighteen pournis 

Sterling (Ii:. 875,018) the equive.lent 'to two milli'on one hundred and 

forty three dollcrs •Wid· sixty five c~nts (U.S. :~2.100.043,65) as 

Z"mbir' s cont:N butio11 to· the f.in2.n6iai assistance decided by the O. A. U, 

in favour of the Republic of Guinee,; 

Similm>ly, the Impericcl Government ·of Ethiopia and the Govern-

ment of the United Republic of Tanzania 

guese aggres;;ion renii tted,..directly· tci ·the ·Republic of Guinea, impor­

tant sums. ·of __ mone;/ under· bilateral 'relations. 
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~1ili ta.ry assiste.,i1ce 

Sudang Soon after the Por:tuguese ag?\·ress:i.on., the. Government. of 

Sudan infori;1ed the Genoral Secretariat that 'it had granted ·mili t.ar'Y 

assist.Ence in terms Of arms ',and ammunitions to the Value Of~ £39;3}1/J/7 

Sterling. 

In the we.Jee of the Porilu6uese aggres.s.ion, several O.A.U. Member 

States · sent good-will missions to Conakry with the expression of 

solidarity.from their Governments and peoples to the Republic of Guinea 

and with .the ~',im of asses.sing jointly with: the leaders, the ·.channel ·and 

the type of assistance .they ,could. give, tg- the• Government of Guinea to 

con.tain the aggression of N~vember 22, to rem§ldy its immediate conse-

gyences and to strengthen tho defence of Guinea so, as to meet rm:y fresh 

[.,ttack. 
" -

Thus, in pursuance with the essence of resolution EClli/Res.17 (VII) 

and in the fr'.'l.mework of a bilateral. agreement between. Guinea and their 

Governments, Algeria, Libya, ,Nigeria and .the United Arab Republic have. 

offered directly to the Gove:rnment ,of Guinea 

and material assistance. 

considerable military 

Severc.l other Member. StatGs have indicated to the General Secre­

tariat the firm commitment of their. Governments to grant milft~y assis­

te.nce to Guinea, a.dding that, Wf!YS and means of channelling such .an 

assistance were either under co'}sidera:tion or in progress. Some of 

these Governments intend to dis.cuss with the Guinean dEllegation at 
. . ' 

the Sixte8nth. S~ssion of the' C<{uncil of MiniE;ters the. typ·e of adsis-

tmce and the conditions under which i·t shall be gra!lted to ensure ... 
. :;r<3nter effectiveness .to this .gesture of' solidarity· within the O.A.·U.· 

for thu benefit of Guinea. 

Ctl1or forms of essi.stance 

'I'he '·Gover~ment of Somalia ha's informed the O.A.U.. General Secre­

k.ric.t that it has decided t.o rebui.ld, .with its own finance, the .Pr.e,-

8id.ontial villa of Belle Vue in Conakry which was burnt and 

:lcstroyed by the Portu.euese horde on 22 November, 1970. 
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The Governments of Somalia and Guinea are considering at present 

ways and means of materializing the offer of the Somali Government. 

Finally, during the last few weeks, some Member Governments have 

so'->ght from the General Secretariat information as to the field and 

type of <.cssistance they could extend to tho Government of Guinea in 

pursuance of decisions adopted by the O.A.U. in Lagos~.-. Correspon-

dence from those Governments have been immediately conveyed to the 

Government of Guinec, and no doubt the Sixteenth Sesaion of the 

Council of Ministers shall bo an opportunity for the representatives 

of those Governments to hold direct discussions-with the Guinean 

delegation on their intended assistance. 

The General Secretariat is happy to note that the spirit of soli­

darity from the O.A.U. to the Republic of Guinea, so clearly expressed 

during the Seventh Extra-ordinary Session in Lagos, has been followed 

up with ar: apprecia.ble contribution either financial, mo.terial or 

military from some Member Sto.tes. All this goes to show that in true 

fact, Africa as a whole, in granting concrete and effective support 

to the Republic of Guinea in accordance with decisions adopted in 

Lagos, has taken up the challenge thrown to her last November by the 

colonialist and racist pow·ers. 

Howllver, to endow Africa's solidarity to the Republic of Guinea 

with tho maximum effectiveness DJld with the gr8atest possible success, 

thereby creating a deterrent for those who mey still dream of partial 

or totc-.1 reconquest of the African continent, the show of solidarity 

which prevailed at the lo.st Lagos meeting should continue to find 

rapid concrete expression through the assisk:nce from 0. A.G. Member 

Governments to the Republic of Guinea'. The Organiz<:tion of African 

Unity stands to gain from the success of this assist0J1co an" to find 

further consolidation as a prime instrument in tho fulfilment of the 

le,_;i timate aspirations of the peoples of Africa and their Governments 

to free_dom 9 u11i ty 9 progress u.nd peace .. 
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POL 20/2/?S/1828,70 

The General Secretariat of the Organi2>ation of African Unity presents 

its compliments to 'rhei!.' :.;xoellencies the Ministers of Foreign/E::~tornal 

iJ.ffairs of the Governmcn·bs of Member States and, in accordance with the :pro­

visions of Resolution Y~CH/Iles.17 (VII) unanimously adopted at the 7th :C::-Gra-

ordinary Session <>f the OAU Council of Ministers an QAU Financial, ifaterial 

and Technical Assiitdri'oe"ta 'the. R»p1,11'lic of Guinea, a copy of ~hi ch is attc;,ohed 
.:. . .. : • .• . : __ , . .,1' ... - _.r· ·.~·-~• · .... ·: . 

hereto, has the honoW'.- tb ·i11fo:i;;)ll T)l.e!Il that,,it has recently .qpen»d il'). a0roemc•1+ 

with Hi"'., Lxoell:ncy ·:r;osi'd.enctl:·J>hm:;,~,·~~lein.i''_T()uJ:'e;. a specia,J.. asco':'."t ';'Ji!', :fa; 30 · Zd'' 

at the Central Bank of ·i;he Rep,,.l<li<>. d'f _Guinea in'• Conpkry to which s\1oulcl·1fo ......... . 
•• .- ",,'. •: •' • ,,., •' ' -- (' , ' :. ?.~;:.;: .~ .',I ,'_ ''.".' • ,•. • • ' J,, I I ( ' • \. ·, 

channelled all fi;,ancial '·assistance de'cided upiln · ifr 'paragraphs· 10 ancl"ll ox :tl:\;e·''' " 
: ...... ~ . ·. , __ ,' : . .. " ' . ·:·· '-'~.: ' .. ' '' 

above-mentioned resqil.tioil' and;. 'i[hd.cl:+ stip~~'te'·:.:.•· "· ,'' ... •I ;-'1, .. 

.. . . -. ;~. ,;~ .... ·. . . - ' ~' ,r.,_~~··.:, ,." .• '. :· " .' ... :.: 
·"· 1 ........ :.:- i.r· .. ' ·, ·. .,_ .. , ·-:' ,., "'·.:._:;..: ~~,·:-~·. 

i•''·•· .;',-::"Par:g;~;~ io"t '1 11MQUES~S.1M~~~~~·:St~t~s' of· ;the. Organi~ai;ion of j,f;ida'.r, · ::r> .: 
.. ,,, . '·:' ·' · ;.:.,·!'.' '_Ui_n_i_t; .to: ,;;~vi·d~ i~iiieiiia t·e and Cf;Jm~~~~e assis'G~bo' t~ ' :· 
1 

'· . \: the •Re,publi~ ~f· a';;';_{;ieci: 1s.o 'as :to ena,.le i.t 'f 0:ce. tb:'b: cb'l.se,.-: · 
, .... , ... -·. .. . , . , . . .' ~<":J1r.:.; , . 

quenoes of aggress·i~~/·:f., .. '·7 ' .c~'-, ".: .. ;.··-· ~ 1 · 
.::: r . .-,.,)~;1':.:. 

. ·• ,; .:.., ~: :\' • 1:· .1: '• . 
-"'•il?ar.agwaph .. 11 :. "DECIDES. 'to .•set . .,:p ,a.,,Speoial OAU E'dlld to, b"e used:• to Jlro.,.. 

. ' • . ·1 :.: .... ,' .• ,. '\ . • .. '· _.· .. · / :. :. . - ,, ' ~: ,; 
· Vide ·fi~ancial, .. _.miJ,;Ltary and ·-techri:to'al· as;;iis.tance 'to 

: ~ih.riea1 .arid 'inyi :(;es .. ~11 · ~fri<>aii Meinber : State~ .:~o 
1

00~ t' i)"" T.P 

i · {~· this Fun'd.". '•:. . :.· ·. ,,' ,' · · · :: · · ,.,; ,·. •. ;· . , ·: ::<' ;,_,, 
•),;::.. ;. ···-· "''· ', \ .: .,:····ii .. ~ .. 

.--·~ . 

:/~':-.-.~;-", .· . . .. .,.,_. ·'.r'.~·•i .. ,t:::~''\•1 ,•; • ..... ' 

. J r;.,.,,,,In ac.,ordan..,e with the deli\.>erations whic:ih· 'preised,ed the unanimous c'ie8iihO'd:. 

·6£1 l:blit: .afr~~c~ dele~a't~s: to. ·th'e1 Lag~~· cdhferenee. to give i.mme~~at~ aii'd. :fi.ii't •; ., 
. . . , .... ~> · .. , : ....... :;·-:·.. .. . .. .. . \, .· ,r i·:: .:.~-:,· .: .... ·. . . . . . . ,. 

as§:i'.sianqi;i t~ th~ Gq;:e~11;ment Of:. Guinea (jO~~oi~ll,.Y as' rogar4s finJ,.nce~;,t~. enable 

it no.t only to reytii;i'fiie·1 ~~r~>iU:s !Ilii:tE)rial~ama:ge o;.\\sed ijjy th,e Prert1.\2.i.+ese · aG-erec:-· 

s~on, but also t<> cope with aJ.v new atte~p~ at. ;;,~~~~s~ion1 the''O:-~heral ;~~re+.'~ic.+ 
... '.'.':'·::;,,· ,..,_ ,. ' '··,' i('· '·:· .......... :'\" ._:;., 

has the ·hoiil'lur t.o ~nvi te .. all Governments cf OAU Member States. ·to ipruard the · 
i ··; .. :. ... . ~- .. , :_. ,·,·: .. . · .. : ·· .. . · .... · -.. ·· -~ . -~~ · '· :· ,,.' ' " ~:'!fl i_n. 

'amount of 'their .. vc§{Jirit.ary. con3;ri13ution''dire&tiy .t.o the Specia:i A,coount o:pen~d ·f-r 
.·. • .. :• :· · '.(.:.~,,:_; •. ;-!-'_r.· · ··-·_ · 1" ·.,· '"

1
" ···,,·'" . . ·,_ ... :. ,,~ · .· • 

this :purpose' 'at;thE1-P:tn'~~:_a.l,,J?ariit't\'r1•tiJ:;''i):::hy~pubi:i.c !J.f .Ch1in~~ ·in cio11~.kry,.,and. t0 
··--.•.. , .... ,,, '\'"1 :';..S.:·i,:·.rc; ·.;·"·":-·-· :._ .. ··.•. · · '··:·'· :·, .. ,: .. ···: .: .. _ ·:·-: , •· ... : 

inform the Administrative Secretary'.:.O'en'e'ral,: ,;Wh.!': J±,af; .re<>ei veil a lnandate• _fl;_q,,.o,r--
.':: ... _~ .-_:~· • ._ .. ,,, ·· .. .-~C,i,1·~:.•,,,:. ,,- . .,. .- _ '" 

ordinate this assistance and t" report to OAU poli ti<>al bodies;· f\i: ;a'ci'eor.d:anpc 

,.r:.th his ohligations under the OAU Charter and the :pr.,visinns of the 11.ules a;:::J 

Regu.lati~ns ~f the General Sei>retariat <'>f" "ur Organization. 

To 'l'heir L:x:cellencies the 
Ministers of Foreign/External Affairs 
of the G·~vernmen ts ~f i\Iember States 

of the O.A.U. 

·: r: (i .. ,.. 



The Governmen:t, of· the Republic cf' aui.:ea has recently informed .the 

. General Secl:\etariat: about the extent' 'of losses it·. h:unan ~i_ves~. ,poli tichl. 
... •' ' '. :. ,, ... '")- ' - . ·. ' ,/ ... ' ' . 
and moral' iaJury..; ·and the exten·sive· material damage causeQ. by fortuguese 

aggression.· Pr~side11,t. Ahm~d S~k~il Tolire has''aiso inf•r~~d: the Ge;,.eraJ. ,, '·' 

Secretariat,_ tl;l.:rough. a ,.peciar:.iniessag~ 't61'~ir~e~. t9 all African GOV\>i'hmen'es ·· 

on l 7t.h December 1970, about the 'Gu:i!rieii G~'vernme'nt is. deci,.io~ to rely solely, 

for assistance on African solidarity and t"l'I relenquis)l. any, n,11!;\;llj ·:}9 0 c)i.~e-ct 

reparations :t::i:om tJJ,e Portuguese Gcitvernmeri't, by :d~m!lJl.dlng tii-;;,1; -~he latter free 
.' ' • • . • • • • " .. 1 ~ ' ' . i .. . 

imlljediately -ai;d .. unocm.dii.tionally'''tl'ie "peoples of Angola, Guinea Bissau and Mozambique! 

this wouid. indl,led.Jie ·,the' only· :repa:Cation·. a;ceptabl~ i;o the Guinea Government and 

t~· all Africa..11 Governments as wel!f;· '·"'. 
er::·'. 

The foregoing .statements.-g:i!ve Af:r1oica:li soli.darity in f~voui- .. of·Guinea a.lid 
, . . . . . ::: . , ... r __ ,., .. _,. ,. , .. . . - . . -. - , ... ; . . . : 
·e·specially the. decision take11 at ,t;!J.e, mos-t· •recent· extraordiUU"y session of the 

' ' . • .. , . . ' ' .'.. ::: . .'''•· ... ,· ,. ' ···: . .. . - " 
.Ctiunoil of Mb.i~ter~ to gr:ar;.t. financial• assistance to Gµillea, an exceptional 

. "'1iegi'ee' of impcrtaac~ and ur~~cy to which.· the 'Gcner;;.i St:cretariat has the honour 
• 

to direct the attention of all Member Goveraments of. the .·0.A'"V•." ·:·.··~.· 
·~ ,, . 

•.·· 

··~· ,. . ... 
We a:1.1ji certain that the, sll;iri t o~ 'soll.dari ty which ma';:.ked .t!fe mos'j; .re"cei\. t 

•'·' .. 
OAU Se,ssic:m :i,a Lagosj j.rill b.\l gi Vfm· 1'.r~ctical effect ·as soon as possible,, th.rough 

the volia.~V.r;y: fi~anci~l as?l~~tance 9f ail Af:t\ii.cii.A tiq,ver~en~:~ ~n f~v~aj:. of. the 

· .. ··:. ·."i'.-1 ~ ·' ,, ' 
'' ·. 1! ~· ... 

Guinea Gove'liainen t~ .... · _ ,. , ·· . :· :_·....,_, 
. ,., ~ ' . ' :: ·. 

•rue Ge!!.eral Secireta~iat avails i t_t?elf o~ 
0
tlµa oppll>rtwi.lty. to, renew to Their 

. _Excellencies the Mi~isters of For'e'f~~ht~;i:nal ~~,e.i.ra. of the i!OVEiI'!l~e~ts of 

Member Stat\lS the assuran<fes of its ~ghei;;t. consideration.- /~/ . 
~ .. · ' '· ... ,., . ' . . ~ : . 

··-. h • 

. ·'· . ' . . \: 
· .. ~. 

Add.is Ababa, 
.'·,-. 
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