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REPORT OF' ~'''ill JIDIUNISTHJITIVE SEC!ll~Tf,RY-GENERJIL ON OJIU 

Introduction: 

ACTIVITIES IN :GDUC1\TIONAL, SCIEN'l'IFIC 1 CULTURil.L, 

HEALTH' AND 'IIBLATim FI;;LDS 

Gonor·c.1 R o p o r t 

. 1. ~10 D6partmont· of Muc2,tion 1 Scionco, -Cul turc :md J{
1
unl tl1 '10..~. 1 ':..r'.d 0-

vory active period sinco' Soptumbcr, 1970. Tlrnro was a. vo.ry successful syr.tpcciClr.l 

_on sc~1.istosomio.sis· (Bil:.to.rziasis) in Novcrllbor, 1970·0 ·.Some rcscc.rch. i·1orkors 

from f:~Jmbcr Ste.tes e.nd a good ilwnbor of exports· of iritorn.:i..tionq.l repute in 

t'.lis field· from othor parts of t;10 world po.rticipated ih t:10 symposium. T!co 

culturnl 1·10rkshop o.nd symposium l1old in lfo,;adiscio on Jlfrican Folklore, muaic 

;::nd danc'e from Octob~r ·1·6 to 19, 1970 1 ·a.t th" generous invitation of tho 

Government of tho Domocra.tic 1:1.opublic of Somalia l•ras on unq~nlifiod succosr:. 

Immodiatoiy 2.ftc;r t::io symposium t:1e JICC meet in;; was hold o.t tho same venuo. 

In Decombor 1970 a positive stop was taken fowa.rds t':e _implomen~e.tion of 

resolution CM/Res.116 (Ix)· 1/1ich. empoworod t'.1.o S0crotariat to work towards t':.o 

osto.blishm0nt of o.. cantrc for rcsonrc~1 c.nd tcacli.ing .in Ee.rt~:.. Sciences. Four 

experts selected by tcJ.G :3ci,mhfic Council of Iifricn mut at the :Jocrotarirct 

for tho first time to consider :i. pl.6.ri of action for t110 establishment_ .. of tbo 

_ proposed cont re for EO.rtl1 Scioncos. 

}l:ducation: 

2.. The volume of Nork in Muccction is f;,,st increasing e.nd s·tudios on 

pro-primary ed'ucation, oquiv2.lonc0 o.nd ro'6ognition of degrees and diplomas, 

revision of educe.tional targets, o.nd assossmi:mt of. the implomont,,.tions of t':o 

ro_solutions of the Conference on education' and. sciontific anQ. technical trainir.::; 

in rolGtion to development· 'in Africa; Nairobi, 1968 1 afo ·undorwa,y. T:1uso 

studies a.re being conductod t~1rou.g~1 quoetionnaires ~d meetings of experts, 

and member states a.re urged to a..sSist' in: suppljing tho n•.:;ccssary informc.tion. 

Without tho prompt 

to c omplote, 

studios will. tako lonccr 

.... /2. 
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3. . lt'·1ms-:roportcid to 'ts·,)' '·15t'·· SGss~on .of t:10 p~~(),;i.l of !1inistors. thc.t 

there would iN~·nn: iht0r:.:.s;;cr0tnrkt ~,~-~ti~~ of tho OJ\U, ECl\ and UNc;sco to 
. . _ •. -.'. -·· ··-·----··-

rosum0 t!.lo revision of· t;.iC . .,A.ddis .Abubn.-Tananarivo-Lagcs targets for oducet:i.on 

and training (Nnircbi Conforenc~ Rosollltion II.·- Rogional Priorities mid 

Objoc·o ivos). The intor:.:.so~·retc~ri'at m~0ting took placo in July 1970. It 

discus sod briefly tJ. e fact ors to bo to.ken into considordion .. wl;.ich_· :-include 

vr,rious aspects of' pro~;ross mado n.t all lovcls and in all typos of oduc2.tion;. 

prospucts of ooonomic dcvGlopm0nt; fin~cing of .oducat_ion.n. and impact" 'of ..:~J.uc~·tion 

on sOcial changus o ·, bt!10~ ·1m:Po~tant. i toms discu.ssod ihcludo inf'Ormatiyn r.:.:l0v:::i.nt 

to th0 rovision cf tarcets nnd mothods. o.ntl toc!miqllos. to ·bo used:· in t:10 r0visicn 

of targets.· Finally'· a division cf r 0sponsibili tics amens· tho_ 3 · Socretccric.ts 

and a. tont"ativC·· time ta~le ~or tho vario:us sta,gcs of t~.10 rovif;,ion wore. n.grcvd 

upcp, · T'.10 OAU h,;s bc.~n given tl:o task of oollocting: 

(a) Projobtions of GNP nnd cf fimmcia.l ullocation t.o education in 

terms· of ·GNP; 

· '{b) Proj0Ctions of t?chool onrolmont in oc.cl1 /ifric<in r1ombor. State in 

in 1970 's ; nnd 

(c·) Information· concorning oducctional l~gi_Slcition in en.ch lifricn.n 

Momber State, 

Of ·tllo8G th'r-oo ·i t8ms; t;c.G work on i tom (b). is undorwa,y nnd scv.oral li!er.1bor Stutco 

'1avo···alrcady ©mplotod· tho OAU qu0sti 0nnairo wh~ch ,'.tas boon drculatod but· tho 

. S6crctcri at· ·still ap:Pouls to tb.osG T'Icmbor St,~tas t11at bn.ve not ci.s· yet submi ttcd 

their completed questionnaires tc do so. Item (a) a.nd (o) will vory soon be 

curried out.. T:!.o agreed timetable to oomploto tl10 revision of tl10-·oduci:it·ioncl 

targets is as follows: 

(a) Soptombor-October.1970 - A.draft of tho pap~r defining precisely 

tho ;/ork to bo ·dona with a timotablo of t'.10 various= stag0's should 

bo prepared b,y U!fZSCO and sont to OAU and ECl\ fo:r common ts; 

'·(b) 1971 :.. Preparation of draft. document .•. 

(o) ·End or· 197f - Int0r-Socrotar.iat m0_ottng. 

• • . ·:1, 

Rovision of tho tloo.umont. 

to tlio governments .of t!10 Africnn Member Stat0s. 

. . " . /3. 
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4. Following t 11e decision of t1w United Nations to celebrate 1970 _as 

In.to:rmrtional Educ.it ion Yoar·, (IEY), t1co Council of Ministers of tho o·Jiu wo::.ccccd 

tho·. initiative of ·ti.cc U.N. abcl urgod:a11 ·Mcmbor 'Ste.tes to partici'p4t"' :(nlly in 
the celebrations. Some llember Ste.tes have al.rdady r:.eported oi:i act1 vi t1"s of 
tlio IEY'· and this will be made 'known •t·o tho· Educational, Scientific·, Culturc.cl 2.!lcl 

• • • • .' '1 • 

Y:fC.al-tl1. Comm"issiO.n .(ESCIIC), wJ,icl i·s scho.dulod to moot in Mey 1971 in Cairot 'J~_,,.,i_i., 

at· tho· kind invitation of tho GOvornmont of the United Arab K:>pnblic. L'von 

. t11ough tl10. celebrations of t'!o · IEY aro over, yot tJio· S::CrOtaric.t st.il'l urrsos 

Mombor Stn.tos, w~:.ich ~1c.vo not so fa;r:- sent in reports on t:noir ~~ct".ivi ticS tc (le 

so as soon .as possible to. enable a continent.al picture to bo drawn of t:,o 

oolcbrations .. of ·t:1e •IEY. Moreover, from some reports robeiv~d"from lfomtcr 

·.States, it can be infe~reci}t11at some decisive ·adu~atiorni.l cribas~o~ .i1a~o ·boon 
: .,. 

.take.I') .which,· in .. future,·. t110 S6crotariat believes would ·l.\rcutly assi.st iii t'1.o 

study of educational acti vi tfos of Member States. 

5, J\s roportod to tile last session of tho Council ~·f Minist.ors, t'· o · 

Secretariat ··is ·still :working on ·t-fr<i ·'implOmcnt.ation .. of· t' .e .. 1;osolution on t\e 

Equivalence al')d Recognition.of docroos anddi.pl.om~s· (Rcsoluticm ESCIIC/Ros.4(1)). 

Replies to t;:!e questionnaire 'which covored entry f.oquiremonts 'to. tho ve.rious 

l.~ighor educational institutions, names of degrees, diplomas, awi!.rdod and 

duration of varioUs cou.rso_s of· study arc boin3 roco'ivcd from some 11cmbcr 

Ste.tes. A,coinmittee of fivo'-o:itports froin five African univo·rsitios is tontdivaly 

sch?duled to mo,it from 22nd to 25tc .. MarcJ1, 1971, at tho OAU r:oadquartcrs, Adclis 

libabp., Ethibpia. ·Budgcitary provisions l1avo ·already boon approved by tho Co.moil 

of !4inistQrs at it2 14th Session for t~'o meeting of the Committee of ·~xports. 

J\s t;·,u replies to t'.·ie OAU qu0stionnaire from some OJ\U lfombor States liavo not 

boon rocGivod, the s_,cretariat kindly r<Jquests those Nc:mber States t·b .. s"ond tJ,c 

completed questionnaires as soon. e.s possible. As this. is a matter which cl'focts 

thG employmont of skillc.d pJrsonriol, ·ox6J:iango of technical porsorinol and of 

toach."rs-:•ond students. runong J:Ionibcr States, · 'tlco 60-opore.ticin 'of all is called fer. 

6. T.w .committoo Gf· five· ·exports· is expect°od t·o codify t:10 information 

roc-c:~.yq9. from 1.:rom·bcr .States artd s·ubmi t ·"tontD.t·ivo' · cri tOria for ccfuiVuiencc. and . . . . . 
recognition of do;::re0s ·and diplomas 1 ·'which ·.will t:rnn bo circulatGd to Member 

St;.tos fer comments, .to _the Association of African. Univcr~i tics'· for advic~, in 

P.coordanc.o · w.i th th0 advisory ste.tus granted' to· the· liss'beiii.ti'on by th0 OJ\U, 

Finc,_l).y,: tJ.o. ·draft proposals will then be prosenteci to th~: appropr.iato political 

01~g.Glls_~· o.f. tho. O.AU for. approval~ · 
.·,·; ·.; .... 

• ' i ~ : 
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7. As re.quosted iii' resolution' No. ··ESG'.:c/Res.1 (I), thu s.ecrbt('.I'iat is still 

cirOU.lation ~i th.in ':rtien1bor '·' ga.th,8ring inform5.tich on p~e-primary''cd~c.ation for 

States. Some lfomb()r· Stat6s >av.e alroady complet8d 
·' . . .... tlie . OAU ·qu~stiOilnairO on 

.~-: . 
t:1e: atib'ject. but •more· rGpl.±es will. be rieeded. before the compilation wcrk st•.rts. 

.. child's .cducati'on, tJiGy arc urged ~'l.t locst to indicate their futtiro plcns in 

t11is Urea. 
:;;J. 

8 • On the :L"6comffiond8.tiori "of t·~.10 joint ~~1.u/m~ES~o C6~fcrenCo ·en EducF~ti•:.n 
.. J-,·:: 
and ~cipntific and Tccl!.nicai Tr~ining ·in relatioi:\. to :devolcpmcmt - in Africa 

(Nai:r:obi, July 1968), t116 :iJ11.u adoi1t-id. all tlw resolutiqns of t11a'.t· Conf8rcmco. 

Tl.a resolutions .included t1':d ·:following i toms: 

Rogicnal Pricri ti~s and Objectives; 

Reform of Primary liiducation; 

~ ·.: ,, ... 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

.(o) 

Pre.,.roquisi to's for' Sci~ntific. ,;.,,a: Toc'.mical Training·: 

. ~ ,. .. ;· .. \ . 

Sci.once Tea'c} ihg at th~ Soco;,d end TJ~'ird Leval; 

TecJmical 'and Vocati~nal Training; 
·.· 

.(:f) .. ~Olo: of T-::H16fLcirS· w--id ·or· Educ~tiqriai _Tdc.h.nology; 

··(g). Inter-African Co-operation in Higher Edtice.tioh-. 

.• .. :' 

.· 

Tl~e Secrctc.riut .~-las r\::quoStod .. all' ~1cffibcr Sthtq~ f(fr .a ;report on· t·110 ste..gos 

rnac'.red in the ,implomento.tion' of t""'" .. v0rious. resolutions on ·odubation, . and it 

is proposed to submit ~:report cin tl·is mo.ttor to· tho Bsc:.'c; and the ·higher or,:;c.ns 
,,,. 

··_; . ~-

.. !., 

··" '!Ioal th: ·'. 
·. ; ... 

9. ·In close _collabor1c.ti'6n with t:·.o World,f[eci'tcc Organization· and. otLor 

United ljations Agehci6s; and iii w~ olo~l~0a;t?<i, c.o-op9;r-ation with'-the Member 
~ . . 

Stc~tes, t'.b.0 ITqal t1:1 Bureau is working,,. al tll.Ouc~1 ·ill a:· very mode: ct way, tov.r2.rdE: 

the realization of a '•igher stcndard of henlt'.' for. the .. Mric= peoples. D"~pit;:i 

th CJ magni tud? o.f .t,w· pii:-oblom, tr>o i~umorqble and tremendous diffi_cultios in 

our wcy and the' grosent 'lack of' a.ii ''mann~r of resourees; the Tiea.l_th Bureau 

is c:infident of ti:•.G · achiGvomcmt' :.of' tids · goai. _·.This c0n.fidence stems frcm t "' 

crov1ing n~rar.eness ·at: GovJr:nmGllt l~~~-ls in Af:r::i.ca. t~1B..t socio:...ocOnomio dovolc.i);;:;]::;,~-
. is impossible without good '1calt'r' imd: t~at investiliont_ in '.-<.oalth yields gcc•d 

divid8nds, nay, that c;ood 1:o'alti._ is a pow8rful instrument for social mid 

economic development; from tJ-.o (>igantic and ·commendable afforts of the World 

1I0al tJ-~ Organization and otl1or United Nations 1\gencies" 

from t~-w unity of purpose animating the regional, continental and 

'irit0rmctional organizations oporating in Africa to ensure good heal t'l to tho 

l1fricans and, above all 1 ,the strong detGrmination and desiro of our peoplo 

themselves to enjoy good 1-,_Be.ltt. 

. ./5. 
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106 Staff - Tf1e r~oal th Bureau has been previously 11andicappod in t:·o 

pe:rform~~f its multifario~s d~~ies '£/~a :l"iick oi'po~~~nriol; ·-ft.'.i~ haPJ:'Y· 

· to. report, ;,owevor, tiirct \ho st~ffing posi'ti-on will shortly be,. improved" In .. . . . 
fact, two j,_ig"tly quai'ir'iod arid woll-o:X]i~rionced doctors J1avc 'bean ro·cr .. ui tod 

' - ··: •.·, ' ' . 
for tJ:10 two pos~.s Of .SG.nior If~~it> .Spociilists·, 0~1e Di·rcctor-, tw·o. _Senior rr.::8:+:t.~1. 

Spo.cialists and a Nurso Will Soc~ -~onSti tuto ti.to StD.ff' of' t.11«3 !Toal tJ-L Bui .. eau., 

It can r0asana.bly bG 0Al}ac::t;od tl1a:t. ·the B·urcaU: will furict"iOn morc··ru1+y nnd !!1'-'l"O 

eff~oiently on t<o assumption' o'f duty ~f tJ-e two· "aalth Spcioialistso Tho 

Administrative SGore-tary-Ckmeral is gri'tGful tci t'·1e tw·o Member· Stet es. w'.1icL 

1,avG kindly seconded ·tl:G medical doc tors to ·t'rn f:'ealth Buroau, .-. 
. ' . 

11. Cholera·Outbr~3at_ ·T'1e se·cond half. of ·i97b witnessed.·t~rn outbrealc of 

cJ olara in difer'ent parts of' Afr~ida! N6rt2:.; illas·t and 1rl.Jst. r:~owiaver:, .. t}iis 

quarantina.ble disease J:.·.ai:: appee..rGd in \Test Africa fer t~.~~ first timG and is 

no\v posints c::. serious threat to mnny .tlfri'caii'".'c:Q·unt;-/~~e·e~· .:.·~·Ti!-e. m~cJ?:.....:of. 01-~ole,ra 
in Africa l1as. beon. cl1e.<.-k:ed. b,y 1..fI-IO ~s timely aclvice 1 directions and measures" 

These were: 

(i) Prompt 'notification of casGs in application of. International 

S~i t"ar·,y-· Regulntions wi t~1out ·irtiplementatiori ·of ~ cir bi tr£~Y. 
or c:rce~siv.O mec.s·ur8s in i~tcrna:f;iCne.l traffic and, trade; 

(ii) DevelopmGnt of opi.d<:imiologfoal imrostige.tions and surveiHanco 

activities; 

·(iii) lleinforcoman·t of general sanito.ry moasures with .Tiea:lth 

.ili.Ucat ion;· 

(iv) Provision of emergency stocks 'for diagnostic and. -troatmon,t 

facilities including ':::-el,ydration fluid's and antibiotic 

·' ( t~tra~yclino) ;' 
(v) Pr0Visior1 of c 11olGra vaccine for population et great risk;" 

(vi) v'e.ccination of key Health personnel and ot:1or key National 
i• 

~;orkinri'' gl:-oups7·'.·· 

(vii) 6rgMiZation Of' meotincs for -t;h.0° dib.gn.oSis, ·tr0atmeht~ 1 

. ' ,, . . 

survoillanco, nontroJ. and prevention o.f c' o.lorao 

The OAU Jloal tL B~rGe~U J:..ns bGdn · follo.~tin{s Very olos81y the 'spread. of t:1e 

.. ·. 

cholora outbreak and >~as boen pi:-G·vailing upon tb.e ~lember' States to notify:; 

under International Sc.."lita.ry R.agulc.tions? casds of c?1ol0ra mid otlior 

qunrantinable discuses., r .. rernbor Sto,tes n.re k:inclly requested·.~to. $eU~·· ... $.µc!.J. 

· notifications not only to ~no nnd -Ob:e neighbouril'\3. countriss., b~ e.lso to 

tLe OAU Heal t'i Buroano' .'I'he neod ·for co'"or.dination b0tween nl'Jighbouring 

co-cmtries cannot be too strongl.}r empliasizedo 
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12. . w:16'Rogional Committee for Africa 
. ~: ., 
A Senior I:Ical th ~.Pocialist . of t:he TToe.l th BurGau l>ra.s· Sent. cs c bsOl"V·Jr 

:, ' 
to -t'-·o 20tlt Session of t:ce Ilc;gional Committee for .Africa, W'.lic'.1 was ;:old in 

Accra, ,GJnma, from tl;e 9t11 to t~ie 16t'1 September, 1970. The main· prioritios 

in tl.1e ·cbUn~r.ie~ of tl;.e J:if:t;.icrui )lGgion ·were once more s:trcssed:-· 

· .. 

-(i) 9olle.boration and co-ordination in t'1e fic;rld of opidomidlocici11 

survoillance and control of communicable clisenses ;· 

( fi) Traininc of Africans according to a .system well ·adapted: 'to locc.l 
• . . r ' ' 

needs and condi ti.ans;. 

( iii}.D,:,velopmont or strengthening of Basic Heal t~1 Services. 

Tb.e me~~~ng 1,,ra.s oonsid..;:rcd to be ano_tl1er mill.:!StQne _.on .. ~J-cq r~ad to future 

progress in tl:e achiovement of good _heal th .for tl1e African ·p_eoples. 

13. S.ymposi um on Bil:1arziasis 

The ·first OAU symposium on Bilharziasis, organized ·by the·'T-Teii.ltl 

Bureau in collaboration w the Ethiopian Medical Assocation, ·was :,old in 11ddis 

Ababa_. from 3rd _t_o: 7'tlt Novem~er, 1970.. It was -a groat success.. Topics discnss0d 

_.included: Ej)idemiology, l-lp.lacology, Clinico-Patholcgy, C11emotherapy, Provonticn 

and Control of.Sclli~t6so~iasis. . .... 
. ~-

\"' 

Part.icipants to t~iis Symposium .came from far and:.wide ~ ·Some w0re frcm 
. i . ' 

the Member Sfo.tes of t'.1e OllU; ot:.iers were from International Organizations sncr 

as \irIO, FllO, EllC '.'l_ld OC!!:AC and o:t;hers still were frem some ·foreign countries 

including the U,K., U.S_.ll., J,ap,em, Taiwan, Denmark; India, Host Indios and 
'•;. 

Peru .... Aincng t'.;em were some of the World most eminent scientis~s in the fiGld 

of sc'.1.istosomiasis. 

T'.1e papGrs prosentod were interesting, ... informative and of a 1'.icl: 

stcnd~.rd. T'10 working corrmi ttees .mn.d2. ,23 rocommendations ·to OAU Member Str.tos 
. ·- [" '· .. ;· ... :,, .· 

emd tHe' lldministrati ve Se.cretary'."'General of t1w OAU wn.s requested to ensure 

ti.mt these re~ommendc.tio~~ .we-re t31oro!'-gllly .. and efficient'Iy :implemented~ T.-1e 

conclusions and rccomf'.lGndations of .. t1.10 c.cmmi ttees ·are. as ·-fo·11ows :- · 

A. E)?idemiolof.Y: .,_ 

(.~) Tl1e asses_sm~nt · of· _t!1e -public l1eO:l tJ importance of s~11istosvffiiasi::i 

in relation tc morbidity emd mortality is essential: 
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(c~) Prove..loncG studies s~1culd be compl~tod in t' ose countries 

of Africa v.r1.-ere critical data are lack_ing. . Tb.i~ sl1ould 

include t~·-'e m0aSurGment of intensity. fn:·~{e.rms"' ,jf:.,,8gg 

output" in :,_uman_faeces and urine; 

(b) In determining morbidity rates, all available diagnostic 

mot:wa.s s\ould be utilized on representative >uman po:ml2.ticn . . . . 

sevmples "in bqtl'1. crQss-sectional n:q.d longitudinal studies. 

·(ii) Tb.e assessmen1~ of t 1 :e Socio-Eco!lomic signific~ce of sc~:istos:.:­

miasis in Africa ··is considc;red essential. TJ,1,e repercussions froru 

sc~:.isto'somicJ.siS ··in various comm uni ties need ana.lysis. 

(iii) Furt~.1er rusea:rc~~ ·is no.cessary to determine th0 -sie_,rnificance of 

both. domestiC and wild .a!iimals as possible reservoirs, particular 

in relo.tion to transmission of Schistosoma mansoni end Scl:.ist.:isCl~ 

intorcale.tum. 

(vi) ImmtLviologice~l studios are necessary to determine_ tl·le signifioe.nco 

of :10mologous and :·eterologous immunity in the community. 

B. Malaoolo#.v: 

(i). T]·,ere is an~ urgent need to establisl1 ono .or rnore I~Inlacologica.l 
, I 

Roforence-Rosearc\.1_ Centres in Africa 1-titt~ tl;;e J1elp of relevant 

.int8r~~tione..i O.rg8.nize~ti.cns wl1e~e necessary. Such centros i;vnnld 

be r-:isponsi ble for the study and identifioo.tion. _of snails of 

botb medical and veterinary importance.as well as training of 

p<Jrsonnel from !-lamber States of t:;e OJIU. 

(ii) T>t.ere is an ureent need for enc} 1 i':l0mber State to incr0~se studi3E 

·involving t'.e -itlentificdion, distribution, susceptibility and 

ecology of intormedio.te ·host snails. 

(iii) T,1ere is also e need for incren.sed «:.:\xc}1~ge of scientific 

informo.tion between J.!ember Statos of the OAU on snail intGrmodic.te 

:1osts and cf dt;ta '6oll0cted from extra l'J.fricu.n territories. Tl'.is 

excllange of information could be "co-ordinated by tho proposed . 

centres. 

. ... /8. 
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C. Clinico-Patholog,y: · 

. ':11.' ._, 

(i) In orcl.;r to obtain more clat2.iled and comparable infr,rmc.tion 

on morbidity c.nd clinical manifest'1tions, th'"re is an urgunt 

n0ed to. stanclnrdize the classification of tb.i disease, ScJ:. isfo-. 

somiasis o It is suggested that this disease be rea.listicaJ 13,­

claspif:i.ed ~into tl1ree s-tc1.gos: :Carly or Mild; _ .. ID;tcrmediato er 
. ' 

modorat'e; _s8vcre or Le..t_Oo_ Furt··1er~ it is rccomm0nded tbat 

cri terl"a fp;r t'.,ose stages be clearly defined. 

(ii) In order to clnrify t 1 e natu.ral history of t'.'o disease in man, . ,. -·. 

it is recommoncled tlmt longi tuclinal studies should be carriod 

out in man ,and in experimental animals. 
. _:-;;_. ___ _ 

. . 

(iii) T,.;.ore is a need for comparative, ·geograp11iC8.i: studies on t~·.o 
opidomiological, clinical and pathclc,gical as.poets of tho .. 
disease. 

(iv) It is strongly felt tl1at more use should be made of'. n,ew kiwwlc;c:o;e; 

and tecb.niquos in t;h.o study of Sc~~istoscmiasiS'"8:"S· l-s-::~;J~r~·e.dy 

being done in some Inst.itutions. Recent advances in tho 
. ; . . . . •' ; . 

n:pplication of immunologiq_al ~-iiSto und. ?yto_-ql~emical, and 
I, .• . 

iso~opio t~c: .. r\iques_ s'.ould be used in t11e. s~udy of Sc~1istcsoinir-.sis o 

( v) Pe..tl1ologicnl. autop~y. material is sore:ly nc~.~ed and its coll0ction 

sc.10uld be encouraged •. 
.. . .. • . 

D. Chemoth erap.y: 

Tho participants· noted that nono of ·the presently .available d.ru::;s is 

idealo T1:o rosul ts rep,ort~d at _th.e P.resont symposil¥,Il on. ·tl10 use of lunbil- :->.r 

(niridazole) and Etrenon (Lycan thane) inclicat0d that they wer0 botc1 eff•3ct·: vo 

t:1oug~: side effects 1..r0r.e · ropor_ted: 

/ 

· (i) The use of t~tGse. -and ot1:..er. druea sI1oulcl continue under struct 

m~dicel sup.Jrvisicn to determine tJ··e optimwn conditions under 

which t'.oey can be used; 

.... /9. 
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(ii) .AUditional rosoo.rch is_n0c0s~ary on t}10 ·compn.rativo value. of 

::ire mm t ly available Sc'.ii sto s 0m:i.,cidal,_9,:rui;;s._ . ~SilJ.g· . st aide.rd 

· '· statist.ical ova1uation techniques; 

(i".Li)•.Efforts s\ould be exerted to .develop more effective, easily 

ntlministored~ le.ss .·toxic end loss expensive drugs; 

(iv )••Informntion should bG s6u{SJ1.t )n t'ic effoct of chomotr;erapy 

·r on the .suscoptibili ty of tl;o individual to re-infection, 

E. Prov,mtion· ·e.nd control:. 

( i) Jllollusoicidos s:wuld be used in current snail control pro.-;rarnmus 

w~1ore feasible; 

' . . 

. (ii)· Carefully .. ;~ntrollcd fiold trial~ ar7 necessary 1o assess tho 

effoct of biolot:;ical met~lods for .'.tl10 con.trol. of. bast sr1ails of . . . . 
African Schistosomiasis including tJ1oir effect on crops and 

environment; .. ; 

(iii) Resen.ro~i. is n.ocpFl~ary to d1..:velop techniq.ucs to pro.vent tt..::i r0-

infostation. of areas ·~1ed:8d of snails by P,resent control 

(iv) T1ea.l tl: education .. programm0s· s~.1ould be inte.nsified to cmpb.c..siz0 

the importance of bygicriic 'measures w',ic'1 can play an. importo.nt 

role in tJ:.c pr0vention c:f' ~~;;istosomiasis; 

(v) T:1e use of a combination of control measures as present 

information suggests tJ:at. no single mct'•:od wili bo ... effoctive; 

·~(vi) ·In view of t:~e soil ;:md 1'lr.ter· resources development ossentin.l 

.t.o the ~conomi? advall_cGrn~nt of !1.f.rica and nOw. talcing placu 11er8 1 

all OAU Governments s;10uld gi-\i:e timely and c.dequate attention to 

the prevention of s11ail proliforc.tion and the spread and incroc::co 

in pruvalence of sc.ListoSo~iasi.s in tl1e.se davelopment arGns? 

(vii) All OAU Mernbor States s.'.'ould establish National Schistosomic,sis 

Plans for their countries, wi t'1 international assistance if 

necessary; and tlceso ple.ns should include basic studies o.nd 

compre}-ensivc control prot$rammes, suitable to their parti cU.li..~r 

social Ci1ld oconomic situativno 
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16. Scientific Jldvisb:h Pendls 

L,.:·· .. '' 
In acc~r.dunCb wit:• Resolution ESC1"C/ll.e~.12(I) concorning the astablisl;­

mont of. Scientific Advisory Pnnels on Taal t'., .. m.G;ttors, V 0 first Ac~visory r>e.'101 

on viral, bactf)rial and parnsitic diseases in. ~lombar Stntes scheduled t0 :Oe 
:. ·. I ' . ' 

held fr,9m t'1e .4t: ·tb the '8t:1 January, 197l, 11as betm postponGd owing to 

unforeseen •and compelling circumstruices. It will be· 1··_eld from the 19t:-_ to 23r<'l 

A~ril~ 19.71'0 Tl'te ··rvalt1"L·Burea·u :~.i~~_Orely ~~'.op~s .t:1c~t tJ·.e· co-o,ere.tion of t'.e 

l~8mber St.atus wJ_.-1:1 be f·or~~-·corri .. illg us ~sual to make _tl1e i~ork of t~ e PaneJ. r.. 
. ' 

success o T; e second J\dvisory Panel on .Ma~er:µa~ and C_l>~i+Jl .J5ea:l t'.1, Nutri ti~Jl'l r-,nd. 
• ' ' : ' •• •• ·::.. •• ' H > • '•.. ' •• • 

Environmental Sanitation in- Jlfrioa will .. m'~et some ~time in November 1971. 

Nutrition: 
: , _ _.,, 

17. It is expected that R<isolution ESC C/Res.20(1) oon Nutritional me.ttors . - . . . ' . 

is· being :i_mpl~mGnted by Mi:Jnber· Stntes. Efforts are. now concontrated upon:-

(i.) t!;.e oste.blis!unent 'of ;;,· pilot s.chemG_ ,fqr Eastern Africa for t:t.G 

O~U proeramme on regional food.stocks of grains; 

.\, 

(i.i) __ tl-,e q~stablisll1m0nt",· on 2. r1.3gional be~~_is, -Qf morc-'ccntros for 

producing -:prdte1n-ricl: food -in 4fr'ic1' from local raw mrotorials 

wit:>. bilr~tcral or multi bilaturial aid; 

·•I 

(iii) tl1e- meetini on Nutrition to be l-c:ild i,i .(J.ccra under thG auspices 

of ,ciAU/FAci/~mo. -· 
~ .... ' 

Sanitation: 

18. The T'.9altl: Bureau-: as not yet undertc.ken 2XJY r.ctivities in t:1is 

. ·:f1'8ld., IIow,:;ver 1 tl1e outbreak·. of cholera in Nort}1. 1 East .. arici'-lrJest Africa will 

no d_,-,ubt bring '10me to the lfomber .Sides tho need for implementing early 

Resolutio~ No.: ]~pc·· C/H<:Js · 1"5( I) o,;, mvironmontal. Sani ta ti.on. T)-,e importilllC<l of 
.,, . . -

g2od vi2.ter supply and th~ -p:ropor disposal of faecal matter cannot be ovor-
• •,: .. ,,::· • , .; • • I • • • ' ' ' • ' 

empl:casize-d. The .promoti~h "c-f eh~i;oruoental sanita_tion is a necessity. 

".'.· 

.. • • • /11 • 

I,,• 
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NA~'URAL RESOURCES 

A. Minerals: 

.19· Af.rica is undoubtedly-one of the continents richly endowed with 

a great deal of na,tural. resour:ces on both th.e earth's· surface and below it. 

Only a yery· sEH/.11 fraction, of these is at present exploited and even this 

does not pTovide any appreoiabl,e material benefit .to the Africans. Most 

of these resources are hauled to foreign·· countries t·o· serve as a ·basis 

for industrial enterprises there, Such a trend mUBt be· reversed without 
.• . 

delay ancl it ·is preciseiy fo; .this and; other ccm;iderations that in 1967 

the Council of Ministers ;md the Assembly of Heads of State and Government 

·of the OAU. approved in principle by resoli.ition CM/Res.116 ·(IX) the 

·p:r.'0posal to ef:itaoli'sh the Inter'-Afri c;m Centre;; for Trai.ning and Research 

in Africa 'to provide the ne·cessa:ry manpower for tiie exploitation of these 

natural resourC?Ss as well .as to ensure that other governmental ins'tftutions 

are adeg_uately servic.ed by. Afri.C::an nationals.· Ten areas were ·select·ed 

and the first one for immediate iqiplenientation was the Centre for Ea:i-th 
~ . ' . . . . 

Sciences (inch1cJ.ing geology., geophysics, !Ilineralogy.). 

Centre for Research in Earth Sciences: 

20. Four experts have been s~lectecJ. by the Scientific:Council of Africa 

to consider a plan of action for the establi.shment of. the .. first oentre. . :·.. . . . 
The first meeting of these experts took place at the Headg_uarters of the 

. ' . . . ' . 
. j. ·r, ', • -, ' ' 

General ~eore.tariat in .D~cembe.r 197Q• T.he fo'.lr experts .are D.r ... A.c)!J. Nyeoa-

Jones,. Chie'f Geol'ogist· 'of the Goyernment of Liberia, Prof. Dr:. Abdou Aly 

Shala, Profe .. ss.or of Hydrology .and Director of the Desert Institute.,. 
' . . .~. . . ' . ' 

Mataria, ·cairo, U.A.R., Prof. M.O. Oyawoye, Professor o_f Geology, 

University of Ibadan, Nigeria and Dr. Phillippe ~edriog~·; Departme~t- of 

Mines '.illd Geology,. ·ouagadoug0u, Upper Vol ta. ,. 
21, During the meeting, .. they examin<?d problems facing African geoloc;ists . ' ·- ., 

and .the most .impo:rtant .of these they .. considered to be the lack ·of experianc0 

;Cn field. mapping and mine·ral exploitation.. The first task for any 

proposed Centre of Training and Research, in thei:t .. view, ·was the provisio!1 

of adeg_uate.faoilities and services· fop the training in'field mapping.and 

mineral exploitation .• ·. When.this had been achieved, full-scale ·professional 

courses could be .embarked. up.o.n.,· 

22. .Some of the ini tia1 .. fu_nc.tions of. the ·Centre as envisaged by-·the 

panel of experts were:-
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(a) The Centre should provide all services that are nQw.·be·i·i-ig··. 

under.taken in ... Europe. and elsewhere .. on .behali' of f.lOSt Af:l'.ica.n 

countries such as .. the .dating of rocks,._ chemical analysis of 

rooks, geologi,cal surveys,_ geo~cheni:i, cal, and mirn~ral surveys, .. ·- :.· ·.' . ., ' . 
. hydrological ·surveys, sr.1all-scale drilling, as~aying and 

pet_rog;i:-aphi c studies! 

.{b) The 'Centre should also provide special equipment which 

nqrma:lly.indiv!.dual African c'olintries·could not· afford; and 

('c) ±t·:~;hould be able ·to undertake the services which are now 

performed on qehalf of African countrie.s through. contraqts 

·or technical assistance from foreign countries. 

23. In addition to the above se.rvices ,the panel cons:i;dered· that -.the 

.trai'ning 'o:f middle grades technic.al stafi' was of -such paramount importance. 

t_o ~ngage the a.tt~nti on of the Centre -from -the very beginning. 

·Technical staff must be. trained in thin- section techniques,_general 

laboratory services·, the use of drilling equipment and the maintenance of 

equipment in general. 
. 

·.··- . _:_ :·; .. ~·· ~. __ ..:.:.. 
24. Deoisicn on· the.· siting cf the C\emtre, ·in view of the panel, should 

take into account such factors as good clime.te'"to ensure lorig· p~rio.ds o:f 

field work, presence cf·- mappable structures for demonstration,. ,,;,a, good 

facil~ ti<:is for an industrial base.· On the basis of the points raised 

~bove, questionnaires cwere prepared and circulated ·fo Member St~tEi~ a.n·a: .. - ~- . 

African .Universities for.•the necessary background infcrmatiori' •. 

· Jl. Science and ·Technology: ··. ,·_,· 

25, As was reported in. t~e p_revious report CM/344, a Regional Symposium 

on the Utilization of Sci<?nce and Technology for Development in· Africa· was . ,, ' 

organized by the_Economic Commission of Africa in co-operati'on with 

L'NESCO at Addis Ababa .from the 5th .. to the 16th. of October 1970 •. The OAU . . '' . ..- . :: -. - ' ··- . , . 
was re.presented at -the symposi.um. 

26. Each participating countr-.r was. g.iyen the opport1'ini ty to ·.review 

the general position with _regard ~p the ut~lization of '·13cience and 

technol·~·gy for development in that country, . Al1';0 .issues. and problems 

involved in ac_hieving _a.,m9re effective. utilization of science and 

technology were examined and an attempt was made at considering and,·· 

proposing steps to be taken in terms of policies, plans and actions to 

enable a more effective ut·ilization of science and technology to be acicievoC. 

within a number of sectors of national development activities in Africa. 

.. 
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C, Agriculture: 

.27. Africa is sjl.ort of protein, :particularly animal protein and 

supplies of such foo\l. .. items as meat, m:j.lk, butter., .!llust be .assured in 

. order, to ensure this os~ential. dietary factor. It was for improv:inll'. 

the cattl<P,. ;industry on the c·ontinent that t.he. campaign. agai;ist· fincle.r­

pest. was launched in. West and ... Central Africa. Now _that a: sucqessful · ... 

control of· this .disease has .been achievoe.d, attenti.cn has now· been turned 

to the Control of Coµtagious Bov.ine Ple~ro-pneumo~ia( CBPP)oe:,'. A report . . . ' ~. . ·- . . ' . 

on thi·s is; contqined in a separate document from the. :Lagos. ·O_ff'.ice wjJ.;i.ch . . ~·-· . .. 
· Q.irectly controls th.e Inter-African. Bureau, for, .Animal Resources(IBAR) 

located ;in Nai_robi, the fo.ter-African Phytosani tary Burea~(IPS~) 1'~·~2.ted 
in Yaounde and the Inter-African Bureau for Soils and Rural Development 

(BIS) in Bangui •. 

28. With r'egard to the implementation of the Regional Food ,stocks of 

Grains Member.States wi.thin the ·Eastern A:frican'Regio~;whioh are directly 

involved h.ave· been requested to submit proposals to the United Nations 

Development Fund for assistance on .an individual ba.sis to· oa.v.er the· 

feasibility study,· 

•• I• CULTURE. 

A. Proposed Inter-African B~reau of LingUistics i" 

, 29_. It was reported in document CM/344 that draft :proposals on the 

. qualification and experience. of. the Director of the proposed Bureau had 
" 

been· circulated .and that an advertisement had already been issue.cl inviting 

applications for the post of Dire~tor ·for the Bureau •. · Four· applications 

have so far been received and a selection from !3-moni.s .. the appli'?ants. wo.uld 
···--···· .. soon be made. 

: . 
13. All~African Ctil tur8.l Festival' . ' 

30. It is to be recalled that the First All-African Ctil tural Festival 

was su6~es.sfully ~taged ·in July 1969 l.n Algiers at the generous invitation 

of the Government of Algeria. The ·oAu· is continually improving its present 

programmes whi ojJ. are. ai~ed ~t mak~iig. the Ai°l-Afri can Ctil tural Festival an 

'effective !'lean·s for Afric.an Social Development, unity and solidarity. How 
,·. -

the OAU is set .to have the Second All-African Ctil t,;_riil Fe~tivai_ in 1972 

and has already taken scme steps in the. prepara'ti.o~ f'or that· Festival. 
'. 
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31. The African Cul turfil Council (JI.CC) held i.ts Second ordinary 'session 

in Mogadiscio ·, ·at t.he ki!ld invi ta ti on of the Governmen.t of the Democratic 
- . : . . . . . .. ' ' .· 

Republic of Somalia, from October ~9. to .20, 1970. Tl1e Ai>c, which has been 

chfirged with the task o:f' cianaiii~~ and organizing the All.:..African .. Cultural . . 
.. Festivals, adopt~d the .report of its first se~~ion held. on .f;he 2nd. August, 

-., .· 

1969, in Algiers, Algeria. ''i'he ACC unanimously acce.pte.d. the generous 

offer of the 'Democratic. R~pubi':ic of the Congo, to make Kinshasa the venue 

of the 1972 .. Second ·All-Afri.can ·Cultural Festival,. Am.Qn.g othe;r thi.ngs, 
·' !,; .•.. 

the ACC deCided on the themes of· ·the ·1972 Fes.tival .and. i;;ympqsium whi_:oh 

are· "Africa· 1972 ::. Highlights of Development in the· Arts" and ·"Au.thentici ty 

and :bev~l~~in'ent" 6f African· Arts and Cultures, Ri:;i;iearch an.d Ci.vilizat.i0n 

·a.rid. the "Role '6f culture in th~ struggle,: development and unity,'·' The· ACC . .. . . 
also revised. the sections' to be staged, the general ruies governing 

.competition and. decided that prizes should be. given in the f'orin of Afric'ln 

objects such as "spear", .and -''shield''.•' Certificates of. attendance wo~ld be 

issued to al.). Member· Sta.fas of t!l:~ DAU who w6uld have participated in .the 

Festival .•. ·· Final ·list of Africa,ri objects'·for prizes; the .seiection of 

jurors and the criteria by which they should judge would be dealt with o,t 

the next meeting of the ACC. It is gratifying to report that the holding 

of the meetings of the ACC and the Cui..tural Seminar on African folklore, 

music and dance, described. below, h~?. gpe.atiy.inf~.l!'e.riceC!::.each:.o.ther:.j:iz,4 
enhanced, as anticipated, .tJ1:i';·6~~~~~e·~.-·. -····-· ... ·-·.· ·' ' , : ., .... " ... 

32. As the JI.CC has taken the necessary major ·steps in t.h€'. -..preparatibn 

for the Second All-African. Cultural Festival, ·Member States. m~st pla.~ to 

participate fuliy in that' Festival. ·.. . ·- ' . .. 

.··· 
c. Seminar a:r;d i·lorkshops, 

3~ By resolution Jfo, ESCHC/Res.10(1) the Secretariat was authorized to 

organize workshops and seminars in order te'. j;rovide .6irpo~.tW'litfes f6r ··· 

African artists to exohm,ge vi.e"1s in their areas of competence and a.:).so 

to contribute to the general· development of: .. African culture's .. · ··As a s'tart _,· . ' - '' ' . 
along these lines, a. ·seminar on African folklore, .. imisic and dance wa.s 

' :·. . .: ' ~. . ' ' ' . • j· .' .. ' • - - ' • . 

successfully held frqm Oct.ober 16-19, 1970 in Mogadiscio; at the kind . . . ~ ' - . 
invitation of t)),e Dewocra'f;ic 'Republi,c 9;f: Somalia.. Eighte.en- Member States 

wi.th 4.3 ·partici,pantie, were repJ:'.esente.d Ei:t. the ·seminar... Also preserit was an 

observer from UN.ESCO, ]'our countr.ies d,elivered papers. on .the topics of the 

Seoii'nar and their papers wer~ ~xhaustively discussed by the participants. 

•aa<>oo/l)., 
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The discussions on African folklore, music and dance were centred, mainly 

on their appearance, contribution and their influence on the cultures and 

way of life of various African communities, and their future contribution 

and development as part of the life, dignity and unity of Africans, 

Finally, the participants made recommendations on African culture in 

gcineral and on African folklore, music and dance in particular. The 

I'ecornmendations ranged from making research fer preservation, propagaticn 

of African cultures to the establishment of National Councils to develop 

African cultures, The recommendations will be presented to the ESCHC for 

adop"tion, 

34, As indicated earlier, the holding of workshops and seminars on 

various cultural items is very useful to the ADC to get new ideas and to 

plan and execute rationally, the All-African Cultural Festivals; The 

seminars and workshops will also assist African artists and men of culture 

in getting .together, in exchanging ideas, in making concrete proposals to 

preserve and propagate African cultures and in contributing to the cultural 

weal th and progress of ·mankind, In the draft 1971/72 budget, estimates f'or 

a second cultural workshop/seminar on African drama and African languages 

have been included and it is hoped that the Council of Ministers will 

strongly support. the holding of such meetings and approve the ar.iount of 

money requested. 

0,A.U. STAFF. CLINIC 

35, The Clinic has been functioning satisfactorily since May last, 

It provides free Curative and Preventive services to all Members of the 

Staff and their eligible dependents and examines new appointed officers 

at the General Secretariat. The work load in the clinic as well as in the 

Heal th Bureau has increased considerably and this has led to a recommendation 

for the appointment of a part-time medical officer for the Staff Clinic. 

c<?E.~lusion' 

36, The Department is now able to report on positive activities in all 

fields, A campaign has now ~oen launched ~gainst Contagious Bovine Pleura 

pneumonia( 0BPP), after the successful rinderpest campaign; bilharziasis has 

now been brought into the ope!'. after the successful symposium and it is 

hoped the recommendations would be adopted in due course; the este,blishmcmt 

of a Centre of Excellence has now taken a concrete turn and in eduoatio:1 

a meeting would soon be convened on the equivalence of degrees, These h.e,v::: 

all been possible through the unstinted support of all Member States in 

numerous ways and the Department hopes that .backed by such massive support, 

it can look forward to a brighter future. 
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