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~QAU. JOINT CAMPATGN AGATNST RINDERPEET,

The flrst part of thls great oampalgn agalnst rlnderpest
whloh took plaoe in' West and Central - Afrieca énded in November 1969
The second part 1nvolv1ng the Bastern Afriéan Countries of” Kenya,
Tanzania, Uganda, Lithiopia, Somalia and Sudan was officially launched -
in November 1968 Thls therelore means that this oampalgn has Dbeen

g01ng on for over two Years.

) -An important feature about this. campaign in Eastern Africa
A”isffhat.two very important cattle diseases in Africa gre. being
rﬂifaekled during this single vaccination campaign. Slmultaneous vaoolna—

tions are going on against both CBPP using T. broth culture vaccine .

I
and Rinderpest using Tissue culture vacclne. Thls elmultaneous
va001nat10n was start d as a pllot scheme in certaln areas of Kenya

<. and Tanzanla Where .CBPP outbreaks ooourred qulte of‘t'.enu As a result i

of the success of thls pllot scheme, no outbreaks of CBPP have ‘beén

- reported 1n these aTeas after va001natlon. With these encouraglng

reeults, 81multaneous vaoclnaulone aTe now Wldely used 1n most of the

Tiast Afrlcan campalgn areas,

In December 1970, the second teohnloal annual rev1ew meeting
Yiof ﬂinderpeot was.~held:in Kampala, Uganda. Participants to this meet~
1ng included delegates. from the participating. countrles, representatlves
ufrom Donor Agencies, ‘Laboratories, ECA and .other, Internatlonal Organlza—

tions. PR T Cor N K o

.}4; Co - During the meeting, delegatés wers able to:.compare notes and
learn from the-experiendes of their colleagues from other-countries.'

oot

The Internatlonal Co-ordlnatlng Unlt remain in Nalrobl and
actlvely oo—ordlnated the field activities by holding Inter—State L

'

border meetlngs, superv151ng vadcination programmes etc. ete.

The 1n1tlal dlfrleultles enoountered durlng the "runnlng-ln
perlod" of the oampalgn Were v1rtually over and the state of "vacclna—

tlon expulslon" where about lO mllllon cattle Were vaoolnated agalnst

T 3
i

rlnderpest and CBPP was rudCth
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Some countries still had a few draw backs in this campaign
due to the late arrival of equipmenis and diffioulties of transportation

of vaccines and equipment due to very difficult terrains.

Durlns this- second year of the campaign; the magorl%onf the
eountrles ,achieve remarkablo Te 0ults and in some of them active out-

breaks of rlnderpest were not recorded

Un;ortunately, there was room for alarm in a few proportlon
of the GountTies where not as many cattle Were Vaoolnated as was
expected, and also the number of active Rinderpest outbreaks reporﬁed
were on the inereese.' Prompt -action has been. tzken by the Interna%ional
ca—~ordinator and field ‘pfficers have been sent to the countries concerned

to remedy the situation.

" The ehtire rindarpest piofure now in the Phase 4 avea is that
rlnderpest has now beeh pughed rlght up to the’ northern part of the
area. In the countries of the souﬁharn part viz. Kenya, Tanzanla, Uganda,
the " finderpost gituation is so satlsfactory that durlng the annual
meetlng their dolegates were thinking' on’ “$he llnes of how to- keep rinder—
peet permanently out’ of this area and also declarlng it a rlnderpest—
free zone. ' ' I

In ordef.to'intensify end oonoenffate the oampaién in‘the

northern part of the Phase 4 -area, the International Co—or&inator's Unit
" ghall be+moved from Fairebl to Addis Ababa by the middle of 1971. Mean-
~while,the -Deputy International co-ordinator shall remain in Nairobi-to

complete the prograwme in the southern part.

This Rinderﬁee% cahpalgn in Bastern Affioan‘countries continues
to enjoy the generosity of Donor Agencies such as USAID, ODM, German
Technical Aid, UNDP etcs for which the Exeautive Secretariat is most
grateful,"- : - o |

‘

After the sucoesslul completlon of this vacolnatlon oampalgn
in Eastern Afrlca, rlnderpest shall be brought under oontrol and
eventually, this dlsease may be completely erradloeted This can only
be aohleved by tho oxecution of the very 1mportant duties of the carrylng

out of conservatory or follow-up measures.

At the end of the vacclnatlon campaign in every Phase, a-

deta1led agreement is always drawn up by the countries that participated
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in the campaign. This agreement states among other thiﬁgs that:=-
(a) Vaccination shall continue fors
(i) The new calf crop for two successive.yGars

{(ii) All animals that were not vaccinated during the

campaign.

(b) Heighbouring countries must be informed of the

rinderpest state of affairs in the different countries.

(¢) In case of rinderpest outbreak the accepted control

measures are to be implemented.

To ensure the execution of these conservatory measures, the
responsibilitics were given to IBAR. This is a very difficult task and
need the co-operation of all the states concerned to carry it out.

This co-operation is mainly in the form of finance. The OAU/STRC is
therefore appealing to all member states concerned to improve upon their
budget for livestock activities so as to enable their veterinary
departments get rid of rinderpest and its related problems once and

for all,

The main objective of the OAU livestock policy is to improve
the animal protein content of the diet of the African people: In

Africa today, beef is one of the cheapest sources of animal protein.

Due to OAU/STRC Joint Project ageinst major cattle discases,
Africa is reaching the stage where animal disease shall no longer be a
problem in livestock development activities. Tfue enough, we have
s8till got {the problem of CBPP in our hands. The OAU/STRC is taking
adequate action to launch a Joint campaign against this disease on

similar lines as the Rinderpest Joint Campaign.

It is becoming increasingly important that every African
Governmen+t should. take offective action to concentrate on improving the
guality and quantity of their livestock i.e. improve their livestock
husbandry, It i=s only with this type of actions that one can be sure of
a constant supply of meat to the African population and even, eventually

obtain the very badly nceded foreign exchange into this continent,
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