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',_ 

' The -question ,of the _:r::egular :puolication of- an Afri-

can Year-book of ___ .International- Law ·has be·eJ:b plac·ed"··on the-
• : -· • : • -- ' f • • • '··' • 

Agenda_ Qf -thill- Counc_il, or.:1/Iinist,ers- since· i-ts Thirteenth 
1l I . -

Ordinary Sessiori,, h~Iq f.rom 
- : . ·. . . ,.1 . _ ..... 

27_: Aµgust to 6c.September 1969 in 

Addis Ababa. , '• - . '.· .. ; ; : 

The inclusi~n of this que~tion -on the ag~nd~ of __ the 

Council followed a suggestion _made _):>Y,- tp_e Algeriaq _,del!~gu-
- -,:--. :f_-: .,--.--::."·-_,, :: ,,__ - - - -

tion at -whose request a .memo;r-_an_dU)n docw,ne.11t CM/270 
• •• I •. ~ • ~. ' • • .J. ~ •') ,'-. . • -•. • •.·. 

.-was_.-- -

circulat'ed in sup_po;r-t of tJ:le_ r,roposal_; -· _ , , , __ _ 
., .:.· 

._·:. l ·. - . . :-- . _. ·, .. -~ '. :. . \ 
At t:p_at _ Ses'sion; the Council- unanimously accepted 

.-i. .. 

the,_ prinoiple of tb'.e regi.ilar- pubii'cati~n of an African Year..:_ .. 
book of International Law but decided to ref er any consi-

' 
deration .of the matte'r to its Fourt'een!th Ordinary Session~_ 

It furthE)r request~d the _Administrative Secretary-General to 
• , • I • • ; • • 

' 
prepare and, submi t_i a report on the financial .implications of -
. . . ·. .. . ~ - .:. -i - . :· ·I -· • , ' . . 

the publication.to' its_ Fourteenth Session. 
• ••I ' i, . . • • , , - _ ' 

i, 

. ' . 
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During the Fourteenth Ordinary Session bf the 
. :. : ·... . . . . . .-:~\- - . ; . - :. . · ... ' - . : .. · .. 

C0;1J!lc;f:\,';. i.tc.wds again "'{j:t!¢"ided .. to ·ref'er cor[sfd.erat:lon of 
. :,, .. •···· '. 

the matter to the Fiiteenth Ord~riary Session, since the 

General Secretariat could not prepare the report required 

of it by the Council - Decision CM/Dec.73 (XIII). The 

Council, however, d&cided (:qecision CM/Dec .1G·9 (XIV) that 

the report of the .:.O.JiU General Secretariat be prepared· 11 in 
... _' 

co-operation with. th.e GoverJ'.lements of Member· States,.' Afri-'-

can Uni ve.rsiti_es and. Institutes and all other Africah Insti-

tutions concerned with Interna:ti"onal Law"• 

In compliance with this decision, the General Sec­

retariat circlJ].ated Note No. LEG 80 GEN/791/70 dated 22 

Jun_e 1970 to all Member States· requesting. them to forward 

their vie1'1'.s.··o.r:i.<,the question o:f the regular public_ation of. 

an African Year-book of International Law. ·. Il also asked 

them to be kind enough to request their Universities and 

insti:tutions concerned with International Law to make their 

observations on the matter. 

In ");_he Note ·mentioned ·above, the General Secretariat 

drew the at.te.n,ticin of ·Member States to three iniportant··as­

pects of_ the question:,. namely· : finance,· scientific· colla­

boration Of African resGarch·workersand lastly; whether the 

... /" .. 
' ... ' .. ·.~ 
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publication of the Ydar-book should be the responsibility 
.. ...- .. ,. .. . . . . . . . I ··. ..: ... r.... .. · ... ·. " . 

of one of the Member [States_ to .• ~e. ~up~orted technical~y 1,; 

firi6n.cially and rriatei1ially by th·; ~tl~ers or if, on the con-
····, .. :. ,·-·\."': ... 1:· ........ · -::: .·. . . . . • . .':.·;-. ... ; : 

trary, OAU should assume its publication with all the inhe-
1. •, .'·c' """" . . . i,..,.. 

:. ·: "·~ .... 

I 
-' _ .. · ':~.: I ;.·; . ~; 

I 
Il should al~o be mentioned that a draft budget 

I 
prop~se_d. by :._tj:le .,Algefian.·Governi'.llent:· f_or .... the. publication of 

I 

the Yf?afcbook in 197? .wa~ a.ttach·ed ·as annex: to: the Note·: in 
I 

. " j .· ... :. 

I 1: 
•• i •• • • : .·' 

Since there \'Vere no replies to its Note, the Gene-
. . : . ·. . I . . . 

ral Secretariat could only prepare a_progress report - Do-:-
" .. . ,., . . ·.·I·. - ... , .......... ··' .. : . . . . . ,... . . : : ... 

cument· ClVI/342..: for ~he Fifteenth Ordinary Session of the. 
I -•. r 1 • f.. · .. ..:. 

Council. This docum,bnt was circulated to all Member St11tes 

in good time ... ' : .. _: •. -~= . .- -

. UXJ;der the qirc.umstances, t.he Fifte~nth Ordinary Ses-. 

sion o_f tii,e _Counc~-1 )a~aip ]'.iad J).O otJtcir alternative but to 

refer _·co·n~iderati~n lof the matter to its .~·~:x;teenth Ordinary, 

Session. The CouncilJ however, requested Member States 
I 
I . 

"to forward to the General Secretariat their comments on 
I 

the various implica~ions of publishing an African Year-book 

of· International Ln'I'(. 
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With the position remaining unchanged, since only 

two States had forwarded thei; suggestions on the qu~stion 

to the Secretariat, .the Administrative Secretary-General 

dicf hot deem it opportune to place the question; on the 
" 

Agenda of the Sixteenth Ordinary Session bf the Council. 
11 • 

' •f 

'" /' 
Though,_ the question of the 'regu:l;ar publication of 

an African Year-book of International Law· has again been·· 

placed on the agenda of the Seventeenth Ordinary Session .. 
~ ... : ,., 

of the Council, the Administrative ·secretary-General wishes 
' ' 

to draw the attention of Member States .to the fact that the 

position has not in t;:ie least c:ianged since the Fifteenth 

Ordinnry Session of the Couricil. 

It therefore behoves the Council of Ministers at 

its Seventeenth Ordinary Session, to work out.best ways 

and nieans of finding a proper solution to the question of 

the publication of an African Year-book of International 

Law by Member States'··•' . ./. 
·I I 

' ' 

·. 

_) 
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