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The establishment of a Pan-African News Agenc,y is one 
of the oldest a:na most cherished projec,ts of our Organization, 

. . . 
Resolution · 11B" of 25 lV!ay 1963 adopted by the Consti.tuent 

Assembly of OAU refers to it in terms that should be recalled, 

The keystone of Pan-African information structures, the Pan­

Af'rican Nem Agency is considered as. a means to remedy the 

"lack of information media in Africa"; through it, it is 

hoped that, there will be better understanding among the 
African peoples . 

. More than ever, this is the right time to take up the 

project of establishing PANA now when the forces of disinte­
gration are taking the offensive in our continent and when 
the most· subtle and disparaging campaigns against Africa 
are increasing, 

After the decision had been taken at the Summit to 
establish PANA, what more was need·ea to forge ahead? 

Firs of all, it was necessary to determine the technical:, 

financial and personnel needs of the future agency; this was 

the task tackled by the African experts duly mandated by the 

Second Session of the OAU Cultural and Scientific Commission 

meeting in Lagos (Nigeria) from 26 to 29 January 1965 

(Resolution EDC/Res.11 (II)). 

Two consecutive meetings held in Addis Ababa from 6 to 

8 December 1965 and from 2 to 5 February 1966 enabled those 

experts to produce a voluminous document, the broad outlines 
of which remain valid. 

This doc,umen.t which was distributed to the Council of 
Ministers under reference CM/105 reviews the many aBpects of 
the project one after the other: structures, political 
control, financing and functioning of the future Pan-African . ' 

News Agency, submitted for the consideration and approval of 

the Sixth Ora inary ·Session o·f the Council of Ministers in 

February 1966 in Addis Ababa, this documen,t was thought to be 
too ainbiti'cius by a number _of. delegations. 
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Indeed, considering the inadequancy of ,the telecommunica­

tions network .. in Africa, the Sub-,committee. of ExJlerts in 

charge of d~~fti~g · d·~cum~nt c~/.105 haa · adopt~d-·raaio;t~letype . 
• ·'· •••• : .~ '.'. - • • ~ ' • ' • ,' > ; .. ' ·- ' ' .' '·- .... 

as a means of telec9mmunication.s among ~:fri.c:otn, States -, a , .. 

practical .. means. in. th.e circumstances, certainly -. but .. at a 
' •• ~. - •• • - ', • : •• ' ,. : • c • • • ' ' ' - • '. ' - - ' 

proh:i.b:j.t,:i,ve price: 4.5 milliqn US,dollars .•. . . -- . ' ·. : . . . . ~ . . . . . -~ : 
., 

The Council of Ministers had ·to adjourn sine· d:ie the 

discussions on. this matter •:.th'<Dugh it is very vital to the 

very future of·our Organization. 

Only through the' perseverance. and d edica ti on ·of the 

members of the Union·bf African News Agencies did· the project 

re-emerged in· the·: Council of Ministers. 

· Supporting· the views· of the UANA, · the 13th Ordinary 

Session of the council of ll'Iiriister~recomfuended tne J'mmediate· 

convening of a meeting of Ministers of Information'and Tel~­
communications who·would· be. the only:·.competent .authorities 

to work out ·a·solution·that would be both effective and 

inexpensive • 
... " 

This meeting was; however,. subject to coillpleinentary 

technical studies which two sub-comriiittees·of.the UANA were 

to undertake. ·Despite ·their efforts, thesE!·twd sub..:.committees · 

were not able·to accomplish their assigii.ment•successfully 

since a number of Member States failed to supply 'the .. i:rlforma-

tion that. :t;hey b,ad :regyestEid .· : . 

·The. information· c·oncerned two· basrt.o· aspects of the 

project: -_:. ··· .. 

1. the telecommunications network between Me~ber States 

on the ·one .. hand and between each. Member.- S:tate .and 

.foreign countries;·on the:other: 

2. ;_.the :tat es ·:f()r'1telex setvices, teie'phone and tel~graph 
between Member• State~ \iri. •the one hand ~nd betwe~rt .. ··. 

'indiviaualli'Iembe~'states and fofeign countrfes, :on 
·· · ··the.·6-th.~r. ·· · ·· ·· ··· 

To date, 26 ll'Iemb~r; ,Si;atel? :h.17ve .su,.~Pl,ied •. the UANA with 
the above in:formation. 

' " 
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The difficulties encountered by the UANA in attempting 

to. acc"elerat·e 'the project have led its Presid~ht to suggest 
·- ·. 

to the•: Unip:h.(members to hand it .over: -to the·: 'OAU. Gen13ral ' 

Secretariat.-. a. Pan African structure par excellerice""in a 

position to inspire general adherence and put it on the road 

to_ success . . .... 

A copy_· of the letter from the President of the UANA is 

attached· he:i:'e~7i th. 

.. . . It. is- .essential tl:_J.a_t the present session of the Council .... 

of Ministers reconsider this important question of PANA with 

a view to formulating the-lpng-expected directives . 
. .- ' - ... 

The General Secretariat could thus, with the assistance 

of OAU Member States, UANA and ITU, bririk Gp to date ahd.;,;. '· 

complete the· technical studie·s for• submi·ssion to 'the meeting 

of African lllihist.ersi. of· Informatici:h and Telecommunications 

who will be: ·called upo:n; to· ·take a firm. decision on the establish-

ment of· a Pan: African· News Agency-. · 

The development, since 1966, of' the t'~iec;iruntlnicat:ionk 
network. in Af~i,ca as a· result -~f: direct links' by telex, co­

axi~l cabies, •.telephone links, by'u~:ihg high frequency radiO 

wav~~ (INCOMPEX. system) or ibdeed; · 1inks' throukh satelli t~~ 
., : . . . . . . • .··• i· 'i . • ) . . . 

make it' possible to consider the establishment of PANA in a 

new'"l'ight', The project has hen~e-forth become feasible from 

both the' technic~i a~d fimi.hcial poihtk of view> 'If w'ei1' . ·' , 
managed, ··the Pan. 'African News' Agency· could· even· become 

profit:;i,ble>.within a very" short'. period.··: ' 

.. .. : 

i, •• •:.· 
,, 

-·•. I.; c • 

'··-·· 

·-

··.'. 



• 

·, ·. ;, : '." 

.. :.,., ''.·; . ,, ..... · 
. ·'· •' ... . · .... '. 

Union yf ft,f:r:i,can Ne,s Agency • 

Union .. d,es Agences d' Ini'ormatfons' 
· Af,ricaines. , . · 

... · .. -~ .... ·---·· .. --~--~·-:-···· .. 

'.I ' 

.. , . 

CM/392 
Page 4 

P.·o. Box ). 

B.P. ~ 
Tel.12756 
Telex 2·1068 

530. 

Telex ·Address: 
ETHNA 

Addis Ababa· 

• . , 

. 'I . r ;' Addis Ababa,. 12 Oct'ober 1 970 
'·.' ., 

"'( . 
. -... 

TO THE l\IBrlIBERi:f OF THE EXEC]JTIVE COMMITTEE 

~ ,. ~ . ' . . . . 
Dear. C~lleague. and Friend,.· 

·' ••• ' < ' • • '• ••• 

· ,,In accordanc'e with the decision take:iJ.:.aufin'g the '·• .. ·. 

ext:raordiriary:•,meeting of 

..::<, '.:h€Jld in Addis Ababa .froiti 

the Exe.cutive Committee "of u.AN.A 
29 'to' JO April 1970, a meet:Lri,g of 

technical sub-committee compor:L:sing the rep;e·s'entatives or'. 

Camer,oon, Tunisia and Ethiopia was,.s0heduled to, take: place 

from the ~n~ ~f July to ,August 1970. _in Geneva. · This'me"eting 

which ;;as to. 'ftnali~e the technical do.cuments submitted to' :the 
; .,. - . ' '·· . 

corifer;~"lce .of, Af:rican Mini st.sirs o;f lnformat•ion with a vievi to 

establishing a Pan-Africa:i;i.News-Agency did not take plate 

at th.e sched~lea ti~~ .. si~ce. a number. of, Member States had not 
·-· . , 

replied to the q1;1estionnaire ad.<Jressed to, them: in.May .1970.; . .. " . . ; . . - . . . ' 

T~~s latest'. delay ·cou~led with ~re~±ous difficulties· 
experienced by the PANA-project could.not, ··you ;,ill agf~~;· 
lead to optimism. 

To save the project to establish PANA from the dead­

lock to which it seems to be heading, allow me to suggest to 

you that this pan-African project simply be entrusted to a 

pan-African body, that is to say, the OAU General Secretariat 

which, in accordance with the wishes of the leaders of our 

continent, would at one and the same time, have the authority 

and the means needed to.bring the task thus assigned, to a 

successful end, 
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Hence, the OAU General Secretariat woula, for a start, 
have to compile the necessary aata to bring up to aate ana 
complete the technical survey of PANA. 

In the secona phase when all w.orking aocuments shall 

have been preparea, the General Secretariat could then 
convene the meeting of African Ministers of Information ana 

Telecommunications in accordance with resolution CM/187 (XII). 

I shoula be grateful, therefore, if you would inform 

me by cable or telex if possible, of your opinion and observa­
tions regarding my suggestions which, in the present circums­

tances, is the only possible way to make progress in the 
project to establish PANA, one of the oldest and most 
cherished plans of our Union. 

Please accept, Dear Colleagueand Friend, my fraternal 

consideration. 

Copy to: Mr. ABDENNOUR ABROUS, 

ZEWDE RETTA 
President 

CHIEF OF INFORMATION SECTION OAU 

ADDIS ABABA. 
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