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INTER-AF'RICAN CONVEl'ITION ES'l'ABLISHING AN AF'RICAN 

TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION PROGRAMME 

Wo, the African Hands of Stnte 1;1nd Government, meeting· in Ordin'lry 

Session e.t 

Having regard to tho Charter of the Organization of African Unity 

particularly to Article 11(a) and (b); 

Considering the fe,ct that co-operation among African count;ries in tho 

deployment of their human resources is vital and will contribute to the 

promotion of closer solidar'ity and economic clevclopment among their peoples; 

Convinced that contact between the exports of African ·countries will 

reinforce the mutual understanding between thG peoples of Africa and con­

tribute ·to tho attainment of
0

African unity; 

Considering th..,_t in' some African cbuntries, there lire a number of · 

specialists who could bo of sorVico to oth0r countries suffering from tho 

shortage of specialized personnel; 

Convinced that the 0stablis~ent of an African Technical Co-operation 

Programme is the most app~opriato method of promoting the employment of 

Afriec~n specialists by African States; 

Have agreed to establish an inter-African Technical Co-operation 

Programme (hereinafter refer~cd to as "Tho Progrnmmo") whose implementation 

shall be governed by th0 following proVisions: 

Cl!API'ER I 

AIM AND OBJECTIVE OF THE PROGRAMME 

ARTICLE 1: 

Tho African Technical Co-operl.\t:fon Programm0, without prejudice to 

other t0ohnical oo-cpGrl.\tion p~ogrl.\mmGs designecI for Africn i:md organized by 

countries insido or outside tho Continent, shall seek to: 
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(a) Enable Afrirn:111 countries with a sufficiency of skilled 

personnel to l!ko.ko this 0.v:lilablc to Africnn countries which 

noocl thorn; 

(b) fucili tr.to oompnrison of scientific anrl technological know-

lodge e.s well ns <Jf experiments nnrl experience relC1ting to 

development among African countrios; 

(c) Give African experts the possibility of further developing 

their expertise by tackling problems in the host countries; 

(d) Crrn,,te anrl encourage tho spirit of co-cperP.tion nncl solidnri ty 

nmong Africa11 co1m tries o 

ARTICLE 2: 

An Africmi Technical Co-operntion personnel (her0inafter referred 

to P.S "exports") who P.re the object of the progre.mme shall include: 

-senior c:ylres with university clogroos or equiv::1lont qunlificntions 1 

ancl profussional exporicnoe; 

-scmi-specializod staff. 

ARTICLE 3: 

CHAPrER II 

RECRUITl-'E:NT FORMALITIES AND DUR.~TION OF 

SERVICE UNDER THE PROGRM'!ME 

Any Party to the present Convention which desires to secure tho 

services of <:\n expert, she.11 submit " request to the General Socretarie.t 

of OAU (hereinafter referred 'to as "tho Secretariat) at le<:\st six months 

before tho export is due to begin work, The 'request shall include the 

following: 

(a) a clear and precise description of the job to be performed 

by tho export; 

(b) the qualifications and experiencG tho expert should b.avo; 
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( c) the place of assignment,orid the agency and/or department 

to which the expert will be attached; 

(d) the probable duration of the expert 1 s services; 

(e) conditions of sorviceo 

The offer of the expert's services may only be,validly recorded by 

tho General Secretariat of OAU after tho agreement of the Government of 

which he is a national, and through this Government, 

ARTICLE 4: 

As regards the duration of the expert's services, there shall be 

two main typos of contracis, ::1.s follows: 

(a) A medium-term contract (from 6 to 12 months). 

(b) A long-torm contract (over 1 year), 

Notwi thstancling any Party to the present Convention may request the 

employment of an export for a period of loss tlk"Ul 6 months for assignment 

to a special mission or as a consultant, 

Tho formalities and procedure governing these short-term contracts 

shall be identical with those sot out in Article 3. 

ARTICLE 5: 

Any Government of an OAU Member State, Pnrty to this Convention, th::1t 

is desirous of using tho services of an export from another Member State 

shall ooncludo an Hgreemont with the latter's Government det8rmining the 

conditions of service of tho export, However, in the case of an expert 
' from a country still under (foreign) domination, the agreement shall be 

signed botwocn the recipient StP.to and the Administrative Secret::iry-General 

of the OAU, 

ARTICLE 6: 

During their assignment and in discharging their duties, the exports 

shall be responsibl~~~g1the Governments of States which have recruited them, 
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Subject to the formal 2.greement of the Gcvornment of the Sfote which 
-

is the expert's c01mtry of origin, or tlmt of the Secretary-General of OAU1 

,. 

should the expert be a ne1tional of a country still =cler (foreign) domin2.tion, 

the duration of tho contracts governing the experts m.-w be either renewed or 

Requests for tho renewal or extension of the duration.of the ei-pert's 

services shall be made by the Government of the host country, shall state 

the motives and give an indication of the proposed renewai or extension 

three months at least before the expiration of the initial contract, 

The opinion of ·tho Government of· tho oxpert 1s country of origin on 

tho renewal or extension of the duration of the contract must be recoi.ved 

at least a month before the expiration of tho initial contract, failing 

which the conditions set out in the first sub-paragraph above shall be 

rege.rdod as having been fulfilled, 

ARTICLE 8: 

The Government of the country which enjoys the services of nn expert . 

in consultation with the Government of his country of origin, or the Secrctary­

General of OAU, should the expert be a nationP.l of " country still uncler 

(foreign) domi~atien, l!lB.y terminate the expert 1 s ccntrnct before the dnte 

of its expiration: 

(n) If the services o.nd conduct of the expert are unsatisfnctory; 

(b) If the expert participr<tes in activities prohibited in the 

country; 

( c) If the export 1 "' hor1l th is such thr1t he can no longer disclmrge 

the cluties for which he .wo.s employed, 

The Gcnorr<l Sccrctnriat of OAU shall bo kept informed of the arrange-

ments made with regard to the export. 
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Any expert rocruited for a period of over " year shr,11 1 . in the event 

of his contract being terminated before the dute of its expiration, be 

given at least 60 days' notice in writing. 

For contructs under a year but exceeding three months, the notice 

given shall be ut least 30 days in udvance. 

lil any event, the letter of notification shall state the reasons for 

breaking the expert's term of serviceo 

ARTICLE 10: 

Apart from the cuses provided for in Article 8, any export engaged 

for a given period shall complet" tho term of his contract o In purticular 

the Government of the expert's country of origin may not rocull him before 

the expiration of his contract, However, under exceptional circumstanoes 

and after Clpproval of both Governmen~, the Government of tho country of 

origin may recall the expert, 

CHAPTER III 

SALARIES - ALLOWANCES AND OTHER PERQpISITES 

ARTICLE 11: 

Any expert employed under tho Programme shall be paid a salury com-

mensurate with his qualifications and experience on the basis of common 

agreement between the two Governments, 

JL'l.TICLE 12: 

Any Government which enjoys the services of an expert under tho 

Programme, shall undertake to: 

(a) secure a furnished dwellinb"""house for tho expert and his family 

or pay him a Housing Allowance which shall be este.blished in 

advance. 
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(b) Exempt the oxpert from the pnyment of tnx and other fisot:1l 

charges that apply to emoluments paiii_ by. his country of crir;~n; 

( c) Cover the cost of missions unclertC1kon by the expert in the ccis-

clmrgo of his duties or pay him thG consequent clnily C1llownnces, 

i>RTICLE 13 : 

(n) The expert is op.titled to sick 10C1ve on full salary within the 

limits imposed under the terms and conditions established in the 

agroomont between tho recipient country ·'.Ind the donor country. 

(b), Medical care shall be made available to tho ~xpert and his depen­

dants unc'.or the Prograrmne or their meclical expenses shall be 

'reimbursed by the recipient Government. 

(c) The term 'dependant' shall be interpreted according to the host 

country's legislntion. 

ARTICLE 14: 

C!MPTER IV 

PRIVILEGES AJID IMMUNITTES 

Any Government enjoying tho services of an expert un~er the Progrnrrune· 

shnll undertnke to: 

(a) Exempt the export from anY obligntion in connection with 

nationC1l service; 

(b) Authorize tho export and his family to enter C1nd leave tho 

country nt any time and supply him with work and residence 

permits free of charge; 

(c) Exempt tho expert from tho pvyment of customs import and export 

duties for personal effcots imported by him within six months 

of his C1rrivnl in the c01cntry subject to _the re-exportation of 

these articles at tho end of his term of duty. 

The term 1porsonnl affects' shall include tre following r;rticiles: 

, I 
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personal and household effects, instruments and equipment neerlec1 

for the dischargo of'his duties. The six months' time limit shall 

be waved in exceptional oases, 

(d) Authorize the export to import or purchase a duty-free car, 

(e) Without prejudioo to the issuing of Special identitication 

dooumGnts to thG expert by the host country tho General Secretarfot 

of the OAU shall also devise and issue a Laiss0z-fusser to the 

expert which would enable him to enjoy the protection of the 

nationci.l authori tics in the exorcise of his duties, 

ARTICLE 1 '): 

1. In the event of injury, oooupational illness or death arising out 

of and in the course of the performance of his duties, the 8xport 

or his nearest of kin, shall be entitled to compensation paid by 

the host Government. 

2. In the event of damage caused to e. third party by ci.n export in 

tho discfil\rge of the duties assigned to him under the Programme, 

the Government of the host country shall be entirely responsible 

in and on his behalf unless it is expressly proved toot ho has been 

guilty of a deliberate intent, a grave error or gross negligence. 

ARTICLE 16: 

Any expert ongagGd under the Programme shall have the right to trr .. ns-, . 

for to his country of origin: 

(a) 50% of any local earnings per annum for the durc.tion of his 

contract; 

(b) The ful'l amount of ctny accumulated savings during service at 

the end of his contract, 

The Government of the recipient country shall undertake to authorize 

the purchase of foreign ourrenoy necessary to carry out the transactions 

referred to above, 
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Any expert engagoc. 1.mcler the Progrnmme shall be enti tlecl to· a month's 

annual'leave por annum, Leavo-tnking shall be subject to the exigencies of 

the sorvice nncl the expert mny be required to take his lenvo cluring a ·perj_od 

determined by the authorities of the host country, 

Provisi.ons shall bo made for delnys en route accorcling to· the geogrn-

phical position of the country of origin, it being unclorstood that tho 

export shall take the most direct route, 

Annual lonve may be accumulated, but no expert may carry forward moro 

than two months of annunl leave, 

ARTICLE 18: 

Ar&- expert serving under the Programme shall be enti t:L'Gd to home 

leave once in two years~ 

(a) Provided he is employocl for a period of three (3). years at lenst. 

(b) ,Provided, if ho is engaged for a period of two (2) years, his 

. contrnct is extended for another year at least, 

The country where home lonve is spent shall be the experf's country 

of origin, or in tho case of experts from countries still under (foreign) 

domination, nny country of.their choice, 

CHL\PTER VI 

TH.A VEL EXPE'!SES OF THE EXPERT AND HIS DEPEND.ANTS 

ARTICLE 19: 

The country enjoying the services of an expert under the Programme 

shnll pay or reimburse the travel expenses of the expert under the following 

circumstances: 

(a) _On engagement; 

(b) When tho expert goes.on a mission; 
( 

\ 



• 

(c) When he proceeds on home leave; 

(d) When his services come to an ~nd; 

(ej Whenthe expert dies, 

ARTICLE 20: 
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The host ·country shall pay or reimburse the travel expenses of the 

dependants of the expert engaged under the Programme: 

(a) On engagement provided the expert is reoruited for a period of 

at least· one year and the journey is unclerte.ken by his dopenclants 

more than six months before the end of the ~xpert's contraot; 

(b) When the expert goes on home leave, provided his dependants aooom-. 

pany him or travel separately; 

(c) When the services of the expert oome tc an end, 

(cl) When any onc:i of his c10penclants dies, 

ARTICLE 21: 

The travel expenses to be met or reimbursed by the host country under 

this Convention shall be: 

(a) Transport costs (cost of ticket) plus ten kilogrammes of excess 
be .. ggago; 

(b) Any unforeseen but justified expenses in the course of the 
journey excluding exponsos on exoess baggage. 

Experts shall avoid any exponditure which an individual travelling on 

his own account deems unreasonable. 

ARTICLE 22: 

Tho host country shall moot or reimburse the expanses for tho removal 

of an expert's personal effects: 

(a) on first contract of at least two yea~s provided that the 
intorostod party has over a year's service still to run in the 
country after the expected date for the arrival of his personal 
effects; 

(b) when his services end, provided the interested party has been 
engaged for at least two years or has completed at least two 
years 1 continuous· s0rvice ancl his personal effects are removecl 
in the course of the year following the end of his service, 

The maximum amount of personal effects for.shipment, w~ich will vary 
according as to whether the expert is alone or accompanied by his family, as 
well as the mode of transport, shall be determined by the r0oipient country 
in advance. 

Personal effeots shall be carritd in the manner the host country deems 

most sconomical, 
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A Bureau for th'is teol,nico,l co--operation, hereafter rGferred to as 

"the Bureau" shall be osttiblishecl. ui thin the General Secretariat of the 

OAU. The Bureau shall. undertake consultation with Mer.iber States, the 

UN :i,nd its· special.ized Agencies and tho different Regional Economic 

Comr.mhities for the implementation of this programme, 

ARTICLE 24: 

The functions of.the Bureau shall be as followss 

(a) To collect, classify, ancl clissemintite information concerning 

specialists available for the Programme; 

(b) To post all applioations for experts from the Member States; 

(c) To assist in the ohoico of' oandiclates on the· establishecl lists 

and. to r.w.ke their curricula vitae available to the Member 

States; 

(d) To facilitate all negotiations between the country of origin of 

the expert and the host country, 

AR'l'ICLE 25: 

A technical ·co-operation funcl shall be s.et up at the level of tl1e 

Ore;anization of African Unity in order to achieve the aims and objectives 

of the Programme as clefined in Artiolo 1 of Chapter 1. Methods of 

endowment of management and the nature of the appropriations are to be 

coverned. by decision of the Asserably of Heads of State and Government. 

ARTICLE 26: 

Contracts that shall be signed betweeu the host country and tho 

country of origin concerning .the reorui tment of an expert shall be in 

four copies: 

one copy .to be depositocl at the Genero.l Secretariat 

one to be given to the Expert 

two others shall each be kept by the two Governments, 

The two copies shall be originals, 
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Any dispute between the host Government and the Government of the 

expert's country cf origin, which cannot be settled by any other means shall, 

at the request of one cf the P.arti'es to the dispute, be subr;,i tted to an 

a~propriate Body of the Organization of African Unity. 

CHAPTER IX 

SIGNATURE AND RATIFICATION, ENTRY INTO FORCE 

ARTICLE 28: 

1. This Convention which shall be permanent is open for signature 

and adherenoe by all Mem•er States of the Organization of African Unity and 

shall be ratified by the signatory States in accordance with their respective 

constitutional provisions. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited 

with th8 Admi,nistrative Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity. 

2. The Convention shall come. into foroe 30 days after the date of 

the reception of the tenth instrument of ratification. 

3, For all su)sequent signatories, the entry· into force shall be 30 

days after the date of deposit of their instruments of ratification. 

ARTICLE 29: ACCESSION 

1. All ~ember States of the Organization of.African Unity may acceed 

to this Convention. 

2. Accession shall be by way of the deposit of an instrument· of 

accession at the General Seoretariat of the Organization of African Unity. 

It shall come into force 30 days after the date of the dep9si t • 

.aRTI CLE 30 : . TERlUNA'rION OF ADHEfilJ<CE 

Any Member State, party to this Convention, may decide to withdraw from 

this Convention by notice in writing to the Administrative Secretary-General 

pf t.he Organization of African Unity. This withdrawal shall come into force 

six months after the date of the reception of the notice, by the Adminis­

trative Secretary-General of the Organization~ 

ARTICLE 31 i INFORJliATION 

The Administrative Secretary-General of the OrganizGtion of African 

Unity shall notify the Member States of the Organization of: 
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(a) The reception of all instruments of ratification or accession; 

(b) The date on which this Convention comes' into force; 

(c) All notices of withdrawal received by virtue of Article 27 
of this Convention and the dates they take effect, 

In'witness whereof, we the African Heads of' State and Government of 

the Member States of the Organization of African Unity have signed this 

Convention.' 

ALGERIA 

:BOTSWANA 

:BURUNDI 

CAMEROON 

PEOPLES REPUBLIC O]' THE CONGO 

IVORY COAST 

UPPER VOLTA 

MAURITIUS 

KENYA 

LESOTHO 

LIBERIA 

LIBYA 

MADAGASCAR 

MALAWI 

tl!LI 

MOROCCO , 
MAURITANIA 

NIGER 

NIG:\]lRIA 
' THE CENTRAL·AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

ZAMBIA 

Given at 

in Arabic, French·and English, 

DAHOMEY 

ETHIOPIA 

GABON 

THE GAMBIA 

GHANA 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA 

GUINEA 

RWANDA 

SENEGAL 

SIERRA LEONE 

SOMALIA 

SUDAN 

SWAZILAND 

CHAD 

TOGO 

TUNISIA 

UGANDA 

THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT 

THE ·uNI'rED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 

ZAIRE 

.. 

binding. 
; 
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