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REFORT OF ''HE ADMINISTRATIVE SLCRETAHY—GENLRAL
COVERING THE PERIOD FLBRUARY TO JUNE 1972

1. In accordance with Article XV of the Rules of Procedure of tlhie
Council of Ministers and relevant articies in the Staff Rules and l
Regulations of the General Secretariat, ‘the A&ministrative‘SecreﬁaryQ
General has the honour to present to the Council and to ‘the Assembly the
annual report of the Crganization of African Unity for the period February
to June 1972. - This report deals with the activities of the Organization
with respeot'to‘adﬁinistrative,-institutional‘and finanoial matters, to
economic and social co-operdtion, education, cultural, health; science,

technical research and finally to political matters and decolonization..

2. The report of the Administrative Secre%ary—Géneral is but a digest
6f the performances, activities and achievements of #he Organization in
various fields, It is, therefore, advisable in ordér to understand fully
the gcope of‘these.gctivitieslto~refer to specific reportsg dealing in -
detail with each of thelitems on the agenda of both the Council and the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African

_ Uhity.

3 The annual report of the Administrative Secretary-General comprises
+wo main parte'featuring in two separate documents: The first part which
' covers the'perioleune'l971 to Feerafw 1972 haskalready been‘qxaminéd by
the Council of Ministers at its 18th budgetary session last February in
Addis Ababa, = It bears reference number CM/35L (Part' 2) and is now being
stbmitted to the appreéciation of Heads of State and Government., The
second part of the report which dezlg with The activities of.théibrganizaa
tion and of the Genersl Secretarist from_?ebrdéry to June 1972 and which
the Adnministrative Secretary-General hereby introduces, features under
reference CM/@ST (Paxt 2). As has always beén the case, thié second part
of the annual report comprises four distinctive chapters dealing respectively
withs o
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(a) financial, administrative and institutional matters,
(b) inter-African co-operation in‘thé économic and social fields,
(¢) ocultural and scientific matters, and
(d) political development and major activities of the Organization
in the field of decolonization. -
4, It is impoﬁtant to récall that the two parte of the annual report
congstitute only a summary of the-majo; activities of the’Genéral

Secretariat and of the various bodies of the 04U,

CHAPTER I
ADMINISTRATIVE, FINANCIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

B As regards administrative, financial and institutional matters, the
hAdministrative Secretaxry-CGeneral is happy to mention tﬁat the Organization
 is equipped with the necessary structure for g normal performance and
‘that closer and more regular contacts have been established between the
Headquafters and the regional‘ahd sub~regional bureaux in response to
Zecommendations made by the Council of Ministers at its 18th Ordinary
!Sessionw .

. ]

6. A8 regards financial méttersg the Adﬁinistrative-Secretary—General
is equally happy to note that during thg period under Teview, ﬁhefaccoﬁnts
of the General Secre%ariat have been administered in accordance with the
directives of the Board of External Awditors, with thqse'of the Advisory
Committee oh Budgetary and Financial Matters and also of the Council of
Ministers, All unforeseen and eXcéss expenditure have beew, during the
period, duly authomized by the resident members of the Advisory Commititee
on Budgetary and Financial Matbters in conformity with the standing
Financ?al Rules and Regulationg., The=Secrﬁtariat has prepared and sent to_
all Member States the budget as approved by the Council of Minigters at

its 18th Ordinary Session,
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Ta ‘The Genéral Secre¢tariat feels duly-bound t¢ draw the atteniion of
the Council of Ministers 4o the probiem of arvears and payment of contribu~
tions by Member States to the 1971/72 budget, '

8. In accordance with ths decigion of the Council of Ministers regarding
improvement of the financial aéministration, the General Secretariat cf
the Organization of African Unity has had a meeting with resident members
of the Advigory Committee to discuss the proposal made by Upper Volta
suggesting, among other things, that greater powers be given to the
Internal Auditor aﬁd to the Chief of Finance to control the expenditure

of the Organization, The Advisory Committee shall bring forth a detailed

report on ite comclusions.

9. The report of the Experi entruséed.with the revisicn of the

atructure gnd of the salary scale of the OAU\Shall also be brought up for
discussions at this session. The Council of Ministers at its 18th Ordinary
Session has already taken certain decisions on that part of the report
dealing with recommendaticns with financial implications. The Council

of Ministers at ite 19%th Ordinary Session shall study reccmmendations mace
by the BExpert on the structure of the CGeneral Secretariast and on the

renaining recommendations having financial implicationg.

10. At its 18th session, the Council of Ministers has alsé requested the
Administrative Secretary-General ,.s t0 contact Member States for the
appointnent of an oxpert on job esvaluation in the (eneral Secretariat
taking into account the work already done by Experit ADU, as contained in
document CM/423:and e present a report to the Council ait its’thh
Ordinary Session.”™ In 'this regard, it is 4o be noted that the Administra-—
tive Secretary-General, soon after the 18t4 seseion of the Council, wrote
to all Member States seeking appropriaie candidates for the appointment of
this expert. No response hasg so far meached the General Becretariat and
it is worth saying that in view of the imporﬁanée-and,the urgency of this
work‘for the 1life of the Organization, it is hoped that Member States
ghall at their earliest convenience forward names ¢f candidates so that

this imporiant matiter could ve solved once and for &ll,
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Staff "

11, The General Secretariat of the Organization of Aftican Unity has
continued its effort in the recruitment of qualified African staff on '
a still widsr geographical basis. It is, however, worth recalling the
'difficulties experienced since l964las regards recruitment. The General
ﬁecretariat, is, however, happy‘to-say‘that brégress=has been achieved
as far as recruitment goes during the period February to June 1972, as
%wo other Member States have been represented among the staff of the
Secretariat. The Secretariat takes this opportuniff to make once again
an appeal to Member Stateé whose nationals are not as yet working in the
Seéretariat“so that theée States could make the sacrifices Teguired of
them and bring to the services of the Organimation of African Unity, the
qualified personnel neceded to fill posts still vacant. The table
reproduced here under shows the staff distribution by country and

reflects efforts made by the General Secretariat in terms of regfuitment.

12, As at presenf, 31 Member States are represented on the staff of the
General Secretariat of the Organization of African Unity as well as a

citizen of Angola.

Serial Country Poli?ical P?ofes- Techniocal Gepe?al Loca%
No, Appointees gionals Staff Services Recruli

1 Algeria - 1 1 - - -

2 Burundi | - 1 - - g

3 Cameroon - - - 3 10

4 Central African - 2 - 1 . 5

Republic -

Congo (Brazza. ) - 1 - - -

6+, Dahomey 1 1+l - 6 -
Ethiopia ' - 8 - 29 "q
Gabon - - - 1 -

Gambia | - - - - !
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Serial Political Profes—~ Technical Q(éneral Loecal
No. Country Appointees sionals Staflf Services Recruit
10 Ghana - 3 2 ‘2 -
11 Guinea 1 , 4 - 3 A
12 Kenya 1 2 - 1 &
13 Liberia - 1 1 - -
‘14 I Madagascar - 2 - 2 -
15 Mali - 2 - 1 -
16 Mauritaria - 1 - - -
17 Mauritius - 2+1 - 5 -
18  Morvceo - - 1 - -
19 Niger - \ - - 1
20. Nigeria 1 T - - 25
21 Sensgal - ] 1 - -
‘52 Bierxa Leone - 1 - - -
23 Somalia - 3 - 1 -
24 Sudan - 4 . - - -
25 Tanzania - 2 - 3l 12
26 Togo - 1 - 1
27 Uéanda - 1 -
28 Arad Republioc
. of Hgypt - T+I 3+1 - -
29 Zaire - o+1 - 1 -
30 Zambia - D X - - -
31 Angola - oL - -
. 5 T2 9 70 141
anferenoes
13. During the period under réviow and jin the frameWOfk of its day to

day activities, the (eneral Secretariat has given all the assistance

requested thereof for the preparation on the hclding of several meetings

and for .the éccomplishment of some missions. We shall mentions:

~ the First 4ll-Africa Trade Fair and the Symﬁosium on' intra~

African Trade held in Nairobi from 26 February to 5 March 19725

[
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= the Conference of African Labour Ministers in Kampala from . -

6 to 13 March 1972;

-~ the Third Session of the United Natione Conference om Trade and

Development in Santiago de Chile, April/May 19723

-~ the Preparatory-Conference on the Environment in Dakaz,

Maroh 19723

y

~ the Meeting of the Committee of Five set up to draw the programme

for the 10th Anniversary Celebration of the Organization of African Unityy

. the Symposium on Arid Lends in Khartoum from 15 to 20 May 1972;

— the United Nations Committee of 24 in Addis Ababa, Lpril 1972;

— +the Sessions of the Committee of Seven and of the Co-ordinatiﬁg
Comnittee for the Liberation of Africa held in Kampala respectively from
10 to 14 May and 15 to 22 May 19723

-~ the Meeting of the Hconomic Commission for Africa on Population,
Addis 4baba, April 1972; “

- the Conference on Trans-African Road held in Bangui, April 1972;
-~ the Conference on Road Transportation, Rabat, April 19723

~ ‘the Meeting on the Guinea-Senegal Dispute, Monrovia, May 1972

14, The General Sectetariat bas also given all the assistance required
thereof for the preparation and accomplishment of the Third and last phdageé
of the mission on decolonization led by the OAU Current Chairman %o

Switzerland, Turkey and Japan in April 1972:

15. It is worth noting finally that during the period gnder'review,
the Géneral Secretariat prepared all the necessary documents for the

* holding of the current seéssions of the Organization of African Unity and
has givenh all the co~operation fequosted thereef by the Royal Moroccan

Government for the physical preparation of these sessions.
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CEAPTER II

L .
ACTIVITIZS TN THE

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS FIELDS

16, The most important event in the cconomic, social, transport and ,
communications fields, during the period under review (February - June
1972) was the staging of the Pirst All-Africa Trade Fair in Nairchi,

Kenya, which wa& a great success, ‘

17, It would be reoalled that it was at its Ninth Ordinary Scssion .
in Kinshasa, in September 1967, that the Council of Ministors had requested
the OAU Administrativéqsecretary—General to organize an AllQAfrica‘Trade
Fair. -
18, At its Tenth Ordinary Session held in Addis Ababa in February 1968
thée Council of Ministers sccepted the.Republic of Kenya g offer to host
the Pirst All-Africa Trade Fair in Nairobi.

19, At its Thirtcenth Ordinary Scssion in Addis Ababa in Septémber
1969 the Couneil set up an Orgenizing Committes of the Fair composed of
nine Membqi-States, namely, the Republic of Kenya, the Democratic and
‘Péoples Republic of Algeria, the Féderai‘Republic of Cameroon, the Federal
Ropublic of Niger;a, the Arab Republic of Egypt, the Bepubiic of Madagasocar,
the Republic of Zaire; the Republic of Senegal and thé United Republic’

of Tanzanis.

20, The mandatc given %o that Organizing Committee included, in

particular, finding outs
~ the exact number of countries that would participate in
the Fairs

- the list and rental of pavilionsy

= the exéctdnumber of foreign and local visitors;

- the‘estiéﬁted=revenue of the Fair; ;

- the total oxpenditure and contributions from the Governmehnt
of Kenys and the OAU General Secretariats

- and finzlly the organization of thu fair and the approprlatb
preparations for the OAU oymp081um on the promotlon of

intra-African Trade to be hold concurrontly with the

Al1l~Aftica Trade Fair.



oM/437 (Part II)
Page 8 -

21, In all, the Organizing Committee met seven times and regularly
submitted to the Council of‘Ministers, cémprehensive reports on all
aspects of the organizaiiom of the First Alk-Africa Trade Fair, 4 final
report is_being submitied to the current Session of the Council and to.
the Assembly on the outcome of the First All-Africa Trade Fair as well

as the problems and difficulties posed in organizing it.

4

22, It should be noted that, considering the great variety of
e;hibits, the large number of participents and above all, the concrete
result of the symposium on the promotion of dntra-African trade, the
+ Firgt All-Africa Trade Fair staged in Jamhuri Park, Nairobi, from.23
February to 5 March 1572, was a real success, particularly because it
genorated a political awareness of the wide range of the unexplored

economic and trade ﬁotential of the African Continent.

23, The importance of this hisioric event was further enhanced by
the attendance of five Heads of Statc and Government mamely: His Imperial
Majesty Haile Belassie I of Ethiopia, H.B. Maltre Moktar Ould Daddah,
President of the Islamic Republic of MHauritaria and QAU Current Chairman,
President Idi Amin of Uganda, Queen Hamohate of Lesotho, Prime Minister
Cheik Rashid Xawawa of Tanzania, and iL.E. Mzee¢ Jomo Kenyatta, Presidont

of the Republic of Kenya.

24 In addition, several government delegations led by Ministers of
Foreign Affairs of Trade and Industry participated in the formal opening'
of the Fair.

25. At the official openlng of the Fair by President Mzce Jomo
Kenyatta, President Moktar Ould Daddah in his capacity as OAU Current

Chairman? made a highly important politiocad statoment smphesizimg the
significance of the ovent for the future economic and social development
of Africa., His statoment also sét out the guidelines for African States

in the field of intra-—African trade in order to expedite Africa's progress.

26. In all, 35 lMember States actually participated in the Fair and
exhibited a wide range of agricultural and industrial products as well as
gamplos of minerals and artisiic products. The rich sampleg of African
products reflected Africa's immensge economic potential. The participating
countries weres Algeria, Botswara,; Burundi, Cameraon, Congo-Braszzaville,
Dahomey, Bthiopia, Ghana, Cuinea, Upper Volta, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia,
Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Morocco, MHauritania, Mauritius, Nigom,
Nigeria, Rwanda,ruanega;, Sogalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Chad, Togo, Tunisia,

Uganda, the Arab HRepublic of Bgypt, Tanzania, Zairée and Zambia.
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27, The active participation in the Fair by OAU; the Economic
Commission for Africa, the Hast African Economic Community and several

national libaration movemenis is equally worth mentioning.

28. The organization and staging of the Rirst All-Africa Trade Hailr
brought to light a certain number of difficulties relating particularly
to comm-l.w.n:i.-‘caafi:j,cyl"m:.5 the natuzre of exhibite, customs declarations of goods
imported for the Falr, commercialization of exhibits, the exhibition of
agricultural and dairy products, art exhibitiorn, the expenditurc of the |

Fair, customs regulations, entry visas and the duration of the Fair,

29. These difficulties have now made it possible to draw a number
of useful conclusions that would make it posgible to avoid, at future
All-Africa Trade Tairs, the same obstacles on the path of achieving the
objectivaes which the Crganization of African Unity expect of such impor-

tant economic gatherings.

30, The symposium on the promoticon of intra—-African trade was the
academic aspoet of the Fair. I1 was considercd necessary to continue 1o
ident;fy the obstacles in the patﬁ-of trade exchange and it was acknowledged
that most of the obstacles wére‘as a result of the policies of Hember
States. 'In‘oréer to draw attention to this réality, it would he desirable
to convene xegularly a Conference\of'Ministers of Trade and/or Industry to

~discuss exclusively, problems relating to potential and the promotion of

intra~African treadc,

Ql. Such & conference, coming as a contribution to that of the Council
of Ministers and of the Assembly of Heads ¢f State ard Government would
help ip.accentuating-continually problems of itrade at ﬁhe level of the
various policy-making and other related bodies. This could lead to the
long term selution of the problem because those bodies would itake deci-

gions likely to solve the handicaps to intra-African trade,

32. It is in view of the foregoing that the main recommendation of
the Symposium was the need to convene at the carliest opportunity,uander
the augpices of the 0AU, a Conference of African Ministers-of Trade,
Transport and Communicatichs in order to draw practical legsons from the
First All-Africa Trode Faix and thus, to promote the rapid ands smooth
development of Intra-African trade. y

33. In the social field, the Tenth Ordinary Session of the Conference

of African Labour Hinisters was convened in Kampala, Uganda, from 6 to 9

Maxrch 1972.
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34, Thirty-four countries, of which twenty-three were represehted
by Ministers, took part in the deliberations of that Session which was
one of the most succdessful since the General Secretariat assumed the

responsibility of servicing that Conferervice four years ago.

35. The following Items which were placed on the Agenda of the

Conference deserve mention:
a) All-African Trade Union Unity;
{
b) Intrg-African technical assistances

¢) Election of African fepresentatives on the ILO Geverning

Body for #%he period from 1972 to 19753
d) Activities of the Turin Centre;
. ¢) Intra-aAfrican technical co—operation.

"36. " The very explicit report submitted by the General Secretariat
on the guestion of All-ifrican frade union unity afforded the Ministers
a very useful basis for discussions ond led to lively =znd fruitful debates.
The Ministers took the opportunity to reaffirm their strong belief in
the im@Ortanoe of achieving the unity of trade union movements in Africa.
They dlso expressed their determination to do all in their power to
help the trade unions t¢ achisve this unity., The Ministers held the
view that the achievement of such a writy should not ﬁe laft to 'the trade
unions only, but that all African peoples and governments also had a role
to play in facilitating the achieVvement of such a unity without, however,

interfering with the internal affairs of the trade unions.

37. The Conference zdopted a resolution calling on all African- trade
unionists to hold an All-African conference on trade union unity hefore
the eleventh Sesgion of the Conference of African Labour Ministers. The
resolution further requested Covernmonts of GAU Member States to bear the
cost of transporiaztbtion and etay of delegates from their countries to the
said conference. Similarly, it called upon the 0AU Council of Ministers
to give the Geheral‘ﬁecretariat the funds necessary for convening that

conference,

38, As regards the setting up of an intra-African technical as;is—
tance scheme, the Conference unanimously supported the OAU project in
that respect and acknowledged that the Labour Ministers of Member States
had an dimportant role fo play in making that scheme a real.sqcoessg A
resolution was‘adopted_invitihg the OAU Council of Ministers to set up
within the OAU General §ecretariéﬁ? an intra-African technical assistance
Bureau whose task shall be to cellect and disseminate,lin co—-operation
with ECA, information likely $o0 -facilitate the functioning of an intra-

African technical assistance =cheme.
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39. In considering Africa's representation on the ILO Governing
Body, the Ministoxs stressed.tha fact that Africa was poorly represen~—
ted, They, therefore, decided to request that one of the seats recently
created for alternate members be given to Africa. The question of
sub-regional representation was referred to the sub-regional groups,
with the proviso that decisions taken by those bodies would be brought

. to the knowledgs of the Conference at its Geneva meeting ir June 1972,

40, A progressg report on the activities of the 'Turin Centre ig,
Africa was submitted to the Conference by the Director 6f the Centre.
The Director gave a long list of training opportunitics and called on
the Conference to establish prioritics as regards coursss and. seminars,
The Conference decided to deal with that matter at its Geneva meeting

in June 1972.

4l. . Finally, in the field of technical co-operation, the Conference
adopted a resolution ealling on all QAU Member States to strengthen and
harmonize the activities of their Labour Inspection departments so as

to ensure effective protection of the health and safsty of workers.

42, In the area of trade and developﬁent, a very important world
conference was held dg&ing the period under review, namely, the Third
United Nations Confercnce on Trade and Development. The Conference was
held in Santiago, Chile from 13 April to 21 May 1972. 4s this report
was prepared whiloe the UNCTAD TIT wag still in session and since the
General Secretariat would be submitting a document o the Council of
Ministers exclusively on UNCTAD IIT, the brief comménts made in this
regard would be limited to the preparatory work done by the African countries

and the Group of T7.

43. Tt should .be recalled thet in implementing Resolutions CM/Res.220
(XV) and CM/Res,247 (ZVII) of the Council, the Gensral Secretariat, in
co=¢operation with the HCA ¥xecutive Scoretariat, convened an_ﬁfrican
ministerial meeting from B8 tolld October 1971, an Addis Ababa, in pre-
paration for UNCTAD ITI, One of the ouistanding results of that meeting
was Africa's strategy reflecting the cplleciive stand.adopﬁed by the

African States at the lLima Ministerial Conference of the Group of T77.

44.  The O0AU Becretariat took an activé part.in the meeting of the
Group of T7 developing countries held in Lima. A report on the Lima
Conference, showing the achievemsnts and shortcomings of the African
Group was submitted to the 0AU Council of Ministers at its Bighteenth
Ordinary Session in February 1972, On tke basis gf that report, the
Council adopted Resolution CM/Res.261 (XVIII) on Africa and the UNCTAD,
taking note particularly, of the report on the preparatory meeting of African

Ministers for the UNCTAD III as well as the strategy it called for. The
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Council further reaffirmed that Africa's strategy which was a@opted at the
African Ministerial Meeting constituted = guidelineé for African delegations
on all questions on which the Lima Declaration did not glve a definite .
ruling, The Council urged all‘Africaﬂ countriss to daﬂﬁﬁd those gquestions
at the UNCTAD III, ‘

45. The QAU and BCA Secrstariats worked in close co-operation with
the African Group in Geneva., It would be premature, at the time of
writing this report, to prejudge the outcome of the Santiago Conferencs.
The Secretariat however, hopes that the policy-making bodies of both
the developed and the developing countries will help to make é real
breék—through and avold the repetition of the bitter experience of
UNOTAD IT,

46, In the field of industrial development, the General Secretariat
has continued 4o follow with great iuterest, the progress made in the
various African couniries, particularly, the implementation of decisions
of the First Conference of African Ministers of Industry which was held
in Addis Ababa in Hay 1971 under the auspices of ‘the Organization of

African Unity and the United Nations .Zconomic Commission for Africa.

47 It would be recalled that this Conference of historic importance,
~considered possible ways and means oI accelerating the industrial develop-
ment of our Continent. It agseased the achievements of the African -
countries during the First United Fations Dedade as well as requirements
in terms of financial aid and techniocal assistance, whether bilateral ox
muitilateral phich was thought needed to enable the African countries to
achieve the targets set up for the Second United Nations Development
Decade. The most important decigion of the Conference was the one request~—
ing the O0AU Administrative Secretary-Ueneral, in co-operation with the

@ Axecutive Secretary of the ECA and the Executive Director of the UNIDO
to convene a meeting of African HMinisters of Industry every two years
during the Second United Nations Jevelopment Decade %o assess the progress
made and to give directives as to the future co—operétive gffortes that
should enable the Continent to achieve the objectives of the Becond

United Fations Developmeni Decade.

48, The General Secretariat participated in the preparations for
the Second Cohference of African Ministers of 'Industry. Consultations
were made on several occasions between the three Organizations-conce;ﬁed,
namely, the 0AU, the ECA and UKIDO. The Secretariat is happy to Treport
that agresment has beeﬁ reached on the Agenda of the Conference and on
the date on which it would take place. With regard to the venue of the
Conference, the three Organizations concerned have reéched a congensus
that it should be in Addis Ababa unless a Member State of OAU depides
4o play host to it.

)
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49.. Besides, the General Seeretariat was represented at the Jixth
Heeting of the UNISO Board Which waq‘held in Vienna in May 1972 at which )

UNiDO's work programme for the coming years and its participation in the

Second Conference of African Ministers of Industry were considered.

50.' The Government of Senegal Has decided to convéne, in ceo-operation
with (CBDIMON), a meeting on indusirial development with special emphasis
on practiéal ways of accelerating industrigl development in Africa. The:

Qeneral Scoretariat Bas been invited to attend this'meeting,

51. The General Secretariat hag informed the CGovernment of Senegal
that it is prepared to co-operate with it and to do sverything possible
for the sucdess of the propozsed meeting, The meefing is scheduled to

i
'

take place some Hime in November this yeawr.

52. With regard to transport and communications, the activities of
the General Secretariat were focussed painly on ways and means of develop-
ing this essential infrastructure in Africa., In as vast a Continent as
Africa, the problem of transport an&-oommunicatiops constitutes the major
obetacle 1o development, especially when one consi&eré that during the
colonial days they served=bnly the purposes of the coloniagl powers and that
African needs were wholly disregarded. The General Secretariat, therefore,
continues to explore all the possibilities that would improve the existing
situation in Africa, enhance closer contacts and facilitate the maximum

exploitation of the available resources.

53. In the area of transport, the General Secretariat has, since the
last Session of the Council of Ministers and during the preparabtion of
this report, worked for a full participation in the Second All-African
Highway Conference held in Rabat, Morocco, in April 1972. This Conference
which waS'sponsored-by the Hoyal Govornment of Morocco and the International
Hoad Iederation discussed current problems connected with highway planniné
and development in Africa. The Conference also discussed progress made in

the establishment of an African-Highway‘Assoqiation.

54. Similarly, the General Secretariat continued to follow with keen
interest, the progresig of the trans-African Highway. This project is almed
at the constrgcﬁion of an all-weather highway of about 7,000 kms stretching
from Mombassa (Kenya) to Lagos (Nigeria) and will cross through Uganda,
the Zaire, the Central African Republic and Camexroon, ‘The'highway will
constitute an imporitant milestone in Africa and QAU is giving the ECA all

the assistance it can to make the project a reality.
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55. In this same manner, the General Secretariat closely followed
the development of the Trans-Sabara Highway. Although the countries
directly qoncerned are Algeria, Mali and Niger, the highway will cons-
titute a significant link between Africa, North and South of the Sahara.
Technical studies are already underway and'financed with the 2 million
dollars granted by UNDP and the US & 750,000 contrlbuted by each of
the countries directly concerned. The General Secretarlat will contlnue
to follow this projeet'closély and give any pogsible assistance for its

realization,

56, In the field of air transport, the General Seorctariat is
revitalizing ite relations with the African Civil Aviation Commission,
Over twenty countries have ratified its constitution and there is no
doubt that as a purely African Organization, it can play a major role
in making positive contrlbutlon %0 the rational development of Civil
Aviation in Africa. It is 1ncumbeat upon the Organization of African
Unity to do all in its powexr to enable the African Civil Aviation
Commissioﬁ to cobtain all the co-operation it ecan from it., With this in
view, the General Secretariat is doirg all it can to get up—to-date
information on the activities of the Commission and is exploring ways
and means of exdrting its influence to ensure the implementstion of all

’

its decisions,

+57. As' regards specific problems of air transpbrﬁ, the General
pecretariat is sparing no efforts to make the multi-national air-services
agreement a reality in Bast and Cenj;ral Africa. The draft agreement has
already engaged the attention of Heads of State and Covernment of the
two sub-regions and all the countries concerned are presently engaged in
studying the said draft carefully. 4 definite decision is expected from
the next session of the Conforence of Bast and Central African Heads

of State.

58; In the field of telecommunications, the Genaral Secretariat
contlnues to receive progress reports on the Pan-African Telecommunlcatlons
Network. The support of the Intemational Telecommunications Union to
this project has!been gratifying to the Organization of African Unity.
Moreover, the co-operation and undgrsianding between the OAU and the ITU
‘are commendable and therée is no doub® that the joint concern and effort
will enhance the fulfilment of this vital undertaking. -Pre-investment
surveys in the East African~sector is already at a very advanced stage

and progresaing satisfactorily in the West ahd Central African Sectors.

ol
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The ITU has envimaged the holding of an important meeting to discuss
various aspecis oI the Pan-African Telecommunications Network and thé
Organization of African Unity haé already bezen consulted about prepard—-

tions for the meeting.

59. The liast and Central African States have, on the other hand,
requested the QAU to undertake the study of the sstablishment of an
frican Telecommunications Union and the 0AG has already begun contacts
and stqdies foward the possibil{ty of establishihg such a Uﬁion. This
can be a step forwafd in the field of development and a rational utili-
zation of facilities, conducive taXiffs and other aspects of telecom-

municationa in ‘Africa.

" 60. One of the major activities of the Genefal Secretariat in the
geoonomic field has beeh the cleosse follow—up of the sstablishment of an
CAU Stamp Agency. The General Secretariat has made several contacts
and undertaken studies on how OAU could run such an Agency. It has
alzo prepared a preliminary report on the estaﬁlishment of‘an 0AU Poastal
Administration. It is obvious that the adoption and the implementation
of this project will have a significant impact on the Organizaﬁion of
African Unity both in terms of publicity, finance and budgetafy matters.
The.stﬁdy which will be submitted to the Council will briefly outline
the role of the 0AU Postal Administration and it is hoped that the

project will be a reglity in the near future,

61, Finally, it should be noted that the General Secretariat con-
tinuds to carry out its tasks in,.the fields of transport and telecom-—
munications by sceking the advice and co-operation of international
Organizations whose long experience in thess fields can be of immensa
value, Similarly, international Organizations engaged in various
activitiés are séeking close ties with OAU in ordsx to incrsase their
efforts in Africa. This methed of approach lsads to the establishment

of dirsct contacts and concrete agreements. |

62. It is in the same spirit that the Council 'of Ministers should
consider ‘the draft agrecement between thé Organization of African Unity
and the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) on the one hand,
and between the Organization of African Unity and the Inter-Govermsntal

Haritime Consultative Organization‘QIHCO) on the other, After several

/
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_confacté,’thesé drafts have been-accepted and the Genersl Secretariat is
convinced that the formalization of relations with these Organizations

will pr?mote the realization of its efforts.

63, . Before councluding fhis part on tﬁe activities of the Jeneral
Secretariat in the oconomic, social, transport and pommunications fields,
it would be ﬁorth—while recalling briefly, the setting up of a Committec '
of Bxperts entrusted with the task of congidering ways and means of

inplementing the programme of prisritied in the various fields,

644 It Woﬁld be recalled that at its Fifteenth Ordinary Session
(24 - 31 August 1970) the Council of Hinisters had approved the "Memorandum
on the responsibilities and Role of the OAU in the Economic and Social
Fields." Adopted also was Resolution Cli/Res. 219 (XV) calling for the
creation of = hGrOup of Eight Experts'™ to s;udy and recommend "practical

nethods for the rapid execubion of this programme of priorities."

65. Through a sarics of Notes, the Goneral Secretariat has invited
Member States to submit nominations. The responses have not been

encouraging.

66. To date, fourteen Member States have regponded. Bight submitted
two nominations eazch (sixteen names in all) and the remaining six submit-—

ted none or declined {o nominate any. .

67. The General Secretariat was faced with two choices. Namely, to
select the eight Expefts from among the names proposcd without due regard
to regional distribution and other factors, or to reguest Member States
for more responsses. The General Sesretariat opted for the second coursec.
A Note was dispatched to all NMember States that did not respond to the
Sepretariatls previous Note apﬁealing t0 them to nominate suitable |

candidates.

68. It is now nearly two years that the Gehsral Secretariat has been
confronted with the setting up of this group of Experts. It is suggested
that a solution be found to this matter and not to be allowed to drag on

gession after session.
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CHAPTER III

L+ OTIVITTES TN THE EDUCATIONAL, CULTUR:LL, SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICLL
48D HisaLTH FIELDS

69, The period inolu?ed between July 1971 and May 1972 may

be counsidered one of great progress, both from the standpoint of
programue planaing in the educational, scientific, health, culiural
and regearch fields, and that of1effeotively ggtablished prugrammes.
The cn—-guing rrogrammes have been given sufficient impetus to attain
their final obgjectives, while many prugrammes have been sugsgested
a8 a regult of numerous conferences organized and sponsored by the

Seientific and Cultural Department of 04U,

70, A8 is traditionally the case for these annual repvrts the
attention of the delegetes is particularly drawn to separate documents,
whether of a general or a more specific nature, dezling with the
various subjects on the sgenda.

71. It should be nvted here that a repvrt covering the last
four years has been drawn upy, Since the mandate expires this year.
This docdnent containg interésting informativn on tlie varivus acti-
vities of OAU iin the fields under consideration. Because of the

fact that it covers a four—yeaf perivd and because it attempts to

set the guidelines with 2 view to fuiure actioh, such & report effords
a valuable opportunity for Member-States to accurately assess the
Orgenizativn's work, and enzhbles them te better adjust fhe proposed
zims 't their developnent ﬁéeds. - The' attention of Member States is
therefore drawn to that document.

724 To facilitate the review, ;he:activities of 0al in these

varivus fields can be brought under three headings:

1. Contimuatiocn of on-going programnes,
2. Urganization of the various technical conferences,

3. Divers matters relating to then.

7 N



(M/437 (Part II)
Pagé_lB

On-going Programmes

T3 Member States must, by now, have aecquainted themselves
with the OAU prograhmes now being implemented ih the fiélds already
considered.

’

The The anti-rinderpest campaign which began in Western sfrica

in 1961 and was attended with considerable success, is now in its
final 'stages of implementation in Western ufrica, This programue,
which. continues tou have the 'full support of Member States, has attracted
substantial external assistance, which is being agsumed by the -
Executive Secretarizt in Laéos on behalf of the interested countries.
Simdﬁaneous vaccination againet rinderpest and contagious bovine
pleurv-pneuncnia (CBPP) have been undertaken in Eastern ufrieca, some—
thlng which was not done in the first phases in Ceéntral and Western
ufrloa. 48 a result, the Orgenization of ifrican Unity has also
launched the campaign against contagious bovine pleuro-pneumonia
(CBPP) in these latter areas. Thus the campaign is being very
satisfactorily weaged on the dval front of rinderpest and contagiocus
bovine pleuro-pneumonia (CBPP). 4s regurds cattle, there is also

the Pu0/ECA/C.U livestock Study for.developuent in sfrica which is

making satisfactory progress with, OLU assistance.

75 is a mesult of the submission of a "Pruject-Plan" to the
Present sessions of the ussembly of Heads of State and Government,
for the settlng—up of a Centre for Earth Sciences {geolosy, mineralogy,

etc...), the OAU programme 1o oreate Inter—nfrlcan Centres for

Training snd Research in ifrica is asbout to cuvme into being. This

"Project-Plan!' has been drawn up by four sfrican Bxperts, whose
work is both coumplete, praiseworthy and adspted to the needs of the

Member-States in the fields under consideration.

76. In February this year, the Executive Committee for this
programme met .and reviewed the progress so Lar accomplished, and
after having discussged it, endorsed ibe "Project-Flan" for the.

establighment of the Centre for Barth Sciences. When study of the
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technical aspects of the project has beén completed, it Wili be
gubmitted to the approvael of the Couneil of Minigters and. the
Lesembly of Heads of State and Government. It is tc be hoped that,
it will be adopied so as to implement it as soon as pussible. Sgch
a centre should be set up withous delay,'becausé it is tied to the
harnenious and speedy development of the Meuber States, as it can
make a. valuable contribution to thew in a strategical field of vital
iﬁportance.

T7a With regard to the OAU‘prugrane Tor the creativn of

.Eggionai Food Reservesg, the implementation of a Project—plan in

sfrica has been delayed because' of UNDP procedures. In this
connexion it should be reoelled that at the request of the United
Bations Devélopgent Programne, the nine Member Stafes Interesied '
in the Project-plan, that is to say Burundi, Kenya, Madagascar, the
Mauritius, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania, Zaire and Lanbia, were asked to
apply to UNDP to obtain aid with a view to financing the Ffeasibility
study., In practice, only half the applications were required.
Several Btates subﬁitted this application with the asgsistance and
through, resident representatives of UNDP, and théy Lad no difficulty
in justifying the pecessi%y for the aid they required. However,
UNDP rejected these requests, alleging that there had been misunder—
gtandings and inferring crronevus procedure. Thé General Secyetariat
of OaU and that of FAO scarcely understand the reasons why UNDP
should be raising these surt of difficulties in view of the importance

of such & programme; uafter all, the resident representatives of UNDP
‘took_part in drawing it up and so must have known the substance of

the requests submitted. Despite this unexpected setback and tﬁis
ambigucus attitude, the General Secretariat of 0AU and the FAQ Secretariat
have not lost hope of regaining UNDP's supvort for the Proaeotaklan'

and are jointly working to that end. lMeanwhile,.at the reﬁuest of

the Govermment of Glana, thé Conference of Weet african States which

wag te discuss the possibilities of continuing this programnme in this
area, has had t9 be postponéd'to a date to he announced later. 4
similar conference ig planned in North‘hfricé, in which the States of

this region are expected to participate.



oM/437 (Part T1)

* . ‘ Page 20
| .
3 .
8. For the other programmes in process of implementation -

notably those on Cereals and on Bducational Targets — reference should
be nmade to the speecial feports gubnitted to the present sessidn of
the Council of Ministers;an&_of the nesembly of Heads of State and

Governnent.,

T9e Mentivn should be made, in the cuntext of on-guing progranmnes,
of the quite temporary disappoiniment in cvnnexion with the drganization
of the second sll-ifrican Cultural Festivel. The whole of 4ifrica is
now aware of the sucess enjoyed by ifrican cultures through 04U, when
the first Llli-african Cultural Festival was organized‘ih Algiers in
1969.‘ The sfrican Culiural Council chafged with organizing and running
the Festival planned to hold the sll-ufrican Cultural Festival
regularly vnce every three ‘years. But in 1969 a note wae received

from the Government of Zaire reguesting the Organization of .frican
Unity to orgenize the seccond Ali-african Cultural Festival in 1972
in‘Kinshésa. This reguest was repeafed during the meeting in Moga-
discio of the african Cultural Council in October 1970, after which
preparations were undertaken by the General Secretariat with a view

to organizing the second Ail—ﬂfrican Cultural Festival. Subsequently,
a note fronm tﬁe Guvernment of Zailre advised the General Secretariat
that it was no longer in a position 4o host the Festival. This
information was forwarded t¢ the Educaiional, Scientific, Cultural

and Health Commission, which regucsted that other Membef'States be
contacted with a view tv ascertain those who would be in & position

to host it. BSo far no country has accepfed to Host.it. The resulting
gituation is contained in & document which ﬁas-been submitted for
congideration, to the Council of Ministers and the sesembly of Heads

of State and Government. It is to be hoped thet a host counfry will

suon he found to receive the second all-African Cultural Festival.

r

Tecinical (enferences.
.

80. 4mong the tochnical conféerences organized and sponsored

by the Beientific and Gul£ura1 Department, the most important was the
sécond ordirary =session of the E&ucafional, Scientifio, Cultural and
‘Health Commissicns this session was held from 29 November to 3.
December 1971l in Cairo at the kind invitation of the Government of
Beypt. The Scientific Council of safrica. (SCa) which acts as adviser
to OAU on scientific and technical matters, and which reported to

?

~ i u v . .
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the Fducation eand Science Commissioﬁ,rmet'frOm 1 to 4 Hovember 1971
at Ibadan ot the kind invitation of the Covernment of Nigeria.

Other technical bodiés who report to ovne or the other of these
permanent ingtitutions have algo held: their normal meetings. among
these are the Scientific 4dvisory Psnel on viral, bacterial and
parasitic diseases, the Scientific sdvisory Panel on maternal and
child lealth, ﬁhalth‘education and outrition, the International
Scientific Council for Rescarch in Trypanosomiasis, and the Scienti-
Tic advisory Panel on Oceanograpby and Fisheries. Mention should be
made here of the meeting in Mogadiscio (BSomalia) of the African
Cuitural Council which was held to prepare the second All-ifrican
Cultural Festival.

81. . Taére Were also meetings by technical ad hoe committees
such as those organized on Bilharziasis (Schlstosom1a51u), on
Equlv@lence of Degreess and Diplomes, and finnally, cn sfrican Polke

lore, music apd dince, which was gloriously succesaful.

82, The report on edch of those mectings was endorsed by the
Bducation and Science Commission and awaits approval by the Council
of Ministers and the Ascembly of Heads of State and Government before

the dmplementation of the variocus recommendsticns. |

Miscellaneous GQuestions

83 Under this heading zre grouped the many conferences qt\
which officials of the‘Scientific and Cultural Department représented
the Organizotion of ifriocan Unity - notably as observers and sometimes
as regular participants. Mention should Ye made of the Preparatory,
meeting of wfrican Bxperts which wet in Ogtober 1971, %0 consider the
scope and other aspects of the next UNESCO conference for the
Conference of Ministers of Science in sfrics (Cu.STAFRICAL), to be held
in 1973. 04U proposed that the questicn be put on the provisional
agenda, and is prqpafing a. working paper for consideration by this
conference, in which it iw to take.part. 0ulU wae also represented

at the FuC/BCA West African Seminar on Intra-Sub-Regional Go-operation
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and Trade %n the Field of agriculturé. In view of the necd t0
subsgtantially widen the field of Inter-african trade and to increase
production and productivity in' 4ifrica, this confersnce and others
like it which it is proposcd to hold intend to submit ap,ropriate
Aevelopment pléns. Among other conferences in which the Organization
of 4African Unity has pariicipated zre the bi-ammual Fu0 General
Conference and the Group of ifrican Experts which was held at OuU's
request, and which was aiméd at harmonizing ffrican fiewpuints in
view of the Conferéncs on Human Enviroment, to'be held in Stockholm
in June 1972.

84.. ' When one considers the variety of the programmes and the

rate qt which they are being inplemented in the fieldes of econumy,
natural regources, sciences and technology, culture, human health

and so on, and the new prouosals that can bhe expecied to emerge from
bodies Jike the Educativn and Science Commigsion and vther technical
bodies, and when one, finally, ouvnsiders the improvement in the

‘staff situation one can predict a promising future for the Ofganizaﬁion
ef African Unity as regerds the fields concerning the dubjects
wentivned above. Lmong the new programmnes which must be discussed

are the improvements in peasant culture and co=—operativn in mining
operatlone. Beceuse 0f all the foregoing, it is to be hoped that

the Genéral Secretariat of the Orgenization of 4frican Uhity will be
the meetinghpoiﬁt for the best of africa's sons in the service of

their country's develoyment. Once these essential factors are united —
that is t0 say definite programmes with a view to 2. given action
answering to the development necds of Member States on the one hand,
and a qualified Secretariat urged on by ncble motives, on the other -
all that is necded i the aétive gupport of Member Stateg for these
programmes to be implemented. Such support must be.sufficiently strong
and timely, if QAU is tc develop harmoniously and speedily. This
implies a duly-qualified representation at all conferences approved

by 04U and the planning of the human and financial resources neéessary
10 the activities in which it ig called upon to undertake. 4 planned
convergence of all these factors, namely a sufficiently strong and

timely support, definite programmes precisely answering the development
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needs of Member BStates, and & well-gualified Secretarizt Staff

|
urged on by noble motives, are what constitute a sine gua non to

make the- Organizetion of african Unity an ingtrument capable of
speedling up progress anc completing the unity of the african

Continent,

ACH! -‘V
‘\\Lj P g uzfs (/4,
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ACTIVITIES IN POLITICAL aND DHCOLONIZ&TION MATTERS

4

85. During tho period under considgration, itwo outstanding events
incontestably marked the daovelopment of the political situation in-
Africa and, in pdfticular, the southern part of the continent. The
two even?s arg, on the one hand, the holding of o spocial session

of" the Sécurity Council in Africa and, oa the other hand agroement
concluded betwesn the éritish Government and the white minority

of racist settlers in Salisbury relating to proposals for the settle-
maent of the Hhodesian problem and the various reactions provoked

by that agreoment in Zimbabwe.

86. It will bo recalled‘that during its Seventeenth Ordinary
Sgssion, fhe Council of Ministers had reguested the United Nations
General Assembly through Resoluticn Cﬁ/Rés. 242 (XVII) to hold a
Special Session in Africa which would be devoted mainly to the con-
gideration of problems of decolonization and racial discrimination

in sfrica. At its Bighth Ordinary Séssion, the Assembly of Heads

of State and Governmaenti endorsed this resolution and ths Twenty—Sixth
Sesséon of the United Ndations General: dssembly in turn‘recommended,
by overwhelm&ng majority in December 1971, that the Security Council

should hold such a session in africa.

87, 4t the bHeginning of January 1972, the Security Council decided

to .hold the said session in Addis Ababa from 28 January to 4 February.

4 detailed raport on the dzbates and conclusions is submitted for
consideration to the Heads of State and Government in the document on the
agenda item entitled: "Report on the meeting of the Security Council in
Africa which is on the Assembly's agenda'. Meanwhile, it should be noted
that the General Secretariat feels that this session of the Security
Council was positive in more ways than oné although it 2id not yield eny
spectaoulaf results.

88. The sessibﬁ waeg indeed warked by the unity of action of the
Africanacountries. Like the thres sfrican members of the Security
Council, all the Lfrican deleogations who addressed the Council

stressed the udgent need to take effectiire measures ih order to:
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a) ensure the independence of Zimbabwe;
b) put an end to Portuguese colonial rule in 4ngola,
Mozambigué and Guinea Bissaoj
¢) put an eénd to the illegal occupation of Namibia by the
racist regime of Pretoriaj )
d) put an end to 'the dreadful regime of apartheid in South

Africa_.

89, In addition to this cohesion which was clearly manifestod during
the presenta%ion of Africa's grievances to the highest international
political body, the Lfricans also demonstrated their solidarity

during the drafting of the resolutions. Indeed, it was on account

of such unity that they wers able to tawart the manceuvres of the
western Powers who had done everything possible so that the resolu-
tions submitted on Zimbabws to the Council could be watered down '

or so that the minimum demands of the African countries as regerds

thé Portuguesc coldnics or the situation in South Africa could not

be taken into consideration.

90, Thétvthe resolution on Rhodesia obtained 9 votes out of 15

was again due to the cohésion of the African Group. 4s.it is known,
however, it was not adopted because ¢f the British veto. That session
also made it poésible to note, once again, the effective solidarity
between the wostern powers. Throughout the Session they constantly
consulted one another and harmonised their stands and, ths flnal
results would have been less tangible but for the pressure that,

the Africans, as a group, together with their Afro-Asian allies were

able to bring to bear on these countries.

91, Anpther feature of this meeting of the Security Council wasg

the hearing given to all the liberation movements recognized by the
Organization of African Unity and the international body. This was

a positive element which is a sourcé of satisfaction especially when
considered the ill-humoured reactions of certain western powers and,

in particular of their Portuguese and South African ollies. Finally,
this session of the Security Council made it possible to increase

the awarensss of the International Community with regard to the serious

problems that the African contineént faces today. -
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92. 4s it ié well-known, the Session ended,with three resolutions
being adoptéd on the Portuguese colonies, Namibia and the problem
of apartheid in South ifrica respectivoly. One of the consequences
of the resolution on Namibia was the visit of the United Nations
Secretary-Ceneral to South Africa and the International Territory

of Namibia at the beginning of Marche. During his stay in thesc

two territorios, the Ubited Nations Secrotary-General made conbacts
with the South African authorities in Pretoria and Windhoek.

He also met with representatives of tho African population and the
National Liberation Hovement SWAPO,

93, ﬂltﬁougﬁ at the time of writing this raeport, the General
Secretariat of the Organization of African Unity had not reccived
any official communication on the resulis ¢f thig visit, it appears,
from the statement made by the United Nations Secrstary-General
himself, that there are possibilities of arriﬁing at a negotiated
settlement with the South African authoritiocs on the independence:
of Namibiae Moreover, the United Nations Secretary-General cxpressed
confidence that the situation would develop in that direction

and promised to maintain the contactealready established.

94e But this ray of hope, if one might call i% so, shouléd not make
one lose sight of the actual situation in Namibia. For it is obvious
that the expansionist and racist ambitions of the Protoria regims
have heavily mortgaged the political future of this International
Territorys Namibia is a de_facto South African oclony. The police
methods employed by the Pretoria rogime in the Republic are even
more ruthloss in Namibia. The best illustration is the revolt of
the Ovambes early this year which took the form of a striks by more
than 13 thousand workers and the brutal suppression of these workers.
ind yet, thesc workers who live like slaves and serfe tilling the
soil were only asking for the minimum freedom granted to all workers
the world ovors The legitimate grievances of the. Ovambo strikers
congtitute, as is well known, the vitel foundation on which tho
economic aspect of apartheid is erected. I% is not surprising that
the Pretoric regime savagoly crushed the just revolt of the Namibian

1

people-
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95, It is in fact because of this frantic exploitation of black

labour in both Namibia and the Republic that the Pretoria regime

is growing richer and continues to be the piller of racism and colonia-
lism in southérn Africa. South 4frica continues to supply cconomic

and military assistance to the white racisd mincrity of Rhodesia

in defiancc of the resolutions adoptod by the United Nations

Security Council and General fssambly. It also assists Portugal

" in its colonial wars in Hf;ica. In brief, despite all the condemna-
tion, Pretoria continues to practise and intensify the policy of

apartheidlwhioh the Intsrnational Commurnity has denounced and condemnad.,

‘960 The secend important event in the pdlitical gituation in Africa
during the period unuer consideration is doubtless the agrecment
concluded between the British Government and the white racist settlers
in Salisbury.on the Rhodesian problem. On 24 November 1971 the whole
world learned that Lord Home, Foreign Secretary in the British Con~
gervative Government and the rebel Tan Bmith had reached an agreement
which would léad_to a golution of the RHhodesian ecrisis: But it =soon
had to bow to the facts and come down to earth for an examination '
of the said settlement proposals revealed that the British Conservative
Government in a "last attempt," did not hesitate‘to gacrifice the
interests of five million Africans in Zimbabwe by delivering them

bound hands and feet to the 200 thousand British sattlers.

97. 4 parefﬁl analysis of the said proposals demonstrates that uﬁder
this agrecment, Zimbabwe would not have, even by the most generous
hypothesis; a majority Government until at least two or threc
generations later. BEven the British newspapers testified to this.

Hence, the CGuardian of 26 November 1971 wrotes
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Many Membor Stotes of the Organization of sfricun Unity and a good
gseotion of intorrational public opinion dencunced these proposals

by confronting Britain with its responsibilities.

98, Under this agreement, a commission headed by Lord Pearce was
set up to carry out on~the-~spot investigations to make sure that

the propos:ls wersz accepitable to the entire populatioﬁ of Zimbabwe.
The Commission did go to Zimbabwe and’ carried out its enquiry for
more than cight woeks. Tha african population of Zimbabwe who .
had had the time to acquaint themselves with the true nature of the
Anglo-Rhodesian settlement proposals unequivocally manifested their

complete opposition to these proposals.

‘99, Through the action of ANC (the African National Congress) a
movement spontaneously forméd for the purpose of stopping the
agreement, the Africans provided to tho Pesrce Commission, through
avery means ot their disposal the proof what they wete opposed to
settlement proposals. Individually and collectively, through the
forms they filled for the Commission and through public damonstrations
they made it crystal clear to Lord Pearce and his colleagu;s that
thoy did not intend to be part to a plot which mortgaged the future
of their nation for‘generafions to come. This was proof of tromendous
for which, in fact, the Africans paid with their blood: 14 dead
were officially announced but according to non-government sources

many more fAfricans died from tha bullets of Ian Smith's police.

100, On 12 Harch, the Pearce Commission returned to. London and many
impartial observers congidered tha% its report will bo unfavourable

to the British Government and thg clique of Rhodesian settlers.

For those who know the true nature of British colonialism, howover,
the ocynicism which has always characterized ite policy, especially
that of the conservative governments, there is nothing to suggest

that the Pearco Commigsion weuld not find a formula to dccommodate
London and Salisbury through wiles and legal guibbles. In tho circum-—
stances, the Council of Ministers should envisage appropriato measures
Y0 denounce such manceuvres and make the United Kingdom respect the

will'of the vast majority of the psople of Zimbabwe.

II)
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10l., $S%ill on the subject of Zimbabwe another auspicicus development
for which there is cause for joy should be noted, Under the

auspicaes of tﬂe.Liberation Committee, the Liberation movements 5f
ZAPU}and ZANU have agreed to form a common frontfor thein strugsle

* and constitute a single military command. The offjcials of +this

new front have endeavoured to combine their efforts with those of

the 4Lfrican National Council (4NC) with a view to intensifying the -
struggle against Ian Smith and his cligue of racist settlers.

102 Pursuant to the decision of fhe Wighth Ordinary Session of the
Lessembly of Heads of State.and Government, the Committes of Seven
which was entrusted with the task of réforming the Liiberation Committee,
met and prepared its final Report. The Committee took into account
tha poin£S'of_view éxprassed by both Member States during the Seven-
teanth Sesdion of the Council of Ministers and those by the Liberation
Committee itselfa ‘

103« The Liberation Committee held its Nineteenth Ordinary Session in .
Kampala, Uganda during the second half of May. Detailed reports on
the activities of liberation movements were submitted to $that Session
and on the bagis of which, the Libefation Committee prepared the
report of its Winetoenth Session which has been submitted for the
attention of the Council of Ministers. Thus, during the period under
review, a rcal recrudescence of activity was noted in the guerilla
operations carried out by the liberation movements, particularly

in the Portuguese colonies.

104. The PAIGC intensified its action of harassing the Portuguese
colonial trcops of cccupation in Cuinea Bissao to the point that General
Spinola, Commander of the colonial troops iﬁ~Guinea'Bissao degeribed

the PAIGC and its Secrctary-General Amilcar Cabral as the "toughest
opponents" he had ﬁeen given to faée. The peak of that action was

the mortar attack on five vil}ages in thqt territory and even bombing

in Bissao, the Capital. ’ . :



CM/437 (Part II)

) Page 30
© 105+ In Mozembique as in fngola, FRELINO and the MPLsi also pursued
their fight untirringly and put a great number of Purtuguese troops
out of actione Gengral Kaulzo de Arriaga's recent visit to Pretoria
to ask for mors aid for Portugal to enable it continue its colonial
war in Mozambigue can be considerad as an additional proof of the
intensification and effectiveness of the fresh sfforts made by

FRELIMO.

106s Similarly to this action of liberation movements in the territories
concernad, the struggle on the diplomatic front and the secking of
agsigtance in their favour were algo pursued. Thqs, the President

of the ANQ, Monseigneur Muzorewa visited a certain number of Huropsan
countrios entl the Security Council held a Special Sestion to hear him.
Besides, a certain number of governments and personalities génerously
contributed to “the OAU Assistance Fund for victims of apartheid and
colonialism, thus showihg their greéat interest in the oppressed

sfrican peoples of Southern fifrica and their desire to contribute to

the struggls which Africa is waging against the backward regimes

8111l thriving on the Continent.

107, In the same order of ideas, the congultations between QLU and

. the UN Specialized fgencies like the UNESCO, FAO, WHO and the UNDP,
aimed at materializing the assistance of thosé Agencies to the liberation
movements in accorddnce with UNO Resolution 2764, were pursued. ‘
Following missions effected to Addis Ababa, Dar-Es-Salaam, Lusaka

and Conakry by representatives of those Specialized hAgencics, concrete
demands with regard to the assistance rbquiréments of the liberation
movements and refugecs were made to those fgdncies. If therc is
however, causo to be pleased at UNESCO's co-operation which has al-
ready been translated into a concrete assistance programme, there is
equally reason tc regret that up to this day, the desire expressed

by the other Agencies mentioned sarlier 0 giva assistdnce has not

yot materializeds It is therefore, highly desirable that those Agencies
axpedite thoir procedures-in order to give meaning to the great hopes

E
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they have raised since the beginning of 197L.

|

108. During the period under raview, something of no less importance
that happened; was the holding in &ddis Ababa from 14 to 18 December

1971 of the Fourth Ordihary Sesegion of the Defence Uommiésion. For

four days, the representatives of 31 Member States of the Organization
discussed problems of defence and sécurity and also the guestion of
assistance to the liberation movements. /£t the end of their delibera- ¢
tions, the members of the Commission adopted a certain number of
recommendations.which have been submitted for the consideration

of the Ninetoenth Séssion of the Council of Ministers. It should be
recalled that at its Seventh Extra-Ordinary Session held in Lagos .
in December 1970, the Council of Ministors had requested the Defence
Commissgion %o congider ways and means of rapidly establishing an
adequate defonce system of the African Continent. Pursuaht to that
reguast, thé Commission proposed the creation of an Office of the
Defence Adviser within the CAU General Secretariat to be staffed by
five Senior Officers. It also propossld the setting up of régional
"defence Units at the continental level. A1l these recommendations

as well as their financial implications have been duly communicated
to Member States and it is now for the Council of Ministers %o give
them careful consideration in view of their importance and to make
apﬁropriate recommendations to the Assembly of Heady of Btate and

Governmente.

109, Within the context of Resolution CM/Res. 17 (VII) of the Council
of Ministers, the General Secretariat celebrated, in a solemn manner
on 22 November 1971, the first Anniversary of Portugal's Colonial
Aggression against the Republic of Guinea which has henceforth been
set agide as day of thé strugsle against Pértuguese cdlonialism in
Africa. The General Secretariat also celobrated on 2i March, the

Twel fth Anniversafy_of the Sharpeville Massacreé.

110. With regard to the problems of refugees, the General Secretariat
pursued, as in the past, its action by further intensifying it.

Thus, it sent missions jointly with the United Nations High'qommissioner
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for Refugees, and the Internaticnal University Exchange Fund, to

certain Southern and lastern as well as Western African countries

with ths object of:

(a} considering with the governments concerned, the possibilities
of absorbing African refugees sesking training and oemployment;
(b) considering the possibilities of setting up Local Committeas

for refugees in sach of thae countries visited.

111 It should be ﬁoted that at the end of those missions, the 04U
‘Bureau for thae Placement and Bducation of African Refugewss succeeded
in gathering very useful informatien regarding the poésibilities of
gcholarship awards and employment opportunities for refugees.

The Bursau also succeeded in appointing Correspondents of the Bureau

. 1
and setting up Local Committees where theoy were not established.

112, In the ficld of placement, the Burecau negotiated with the Gov-
ernment of Equatorial Quinea for the placement of 21 refugees of the
professional category. FUPthermore; the Burgau considered, during the
period under revisw, several applications for employment from

highly qualified refugegs; about 190 of which have alnead& been
comnunicated to Hember States. It should be noted that the Burean

has already received aﬁout-fifty favourable replies to these applica-
tionsg for eﬁployment and that it has asked for the final agreement

of the accepted applicants in order o place them at the disposal

of the Governments concerned.

113, In the field of esducation, the Bureau has éeceivad over 200
applications from African refugees for scholarghips. Most of these
applications have alrecady been transmitted to Member States for con-
gideration and certain Specialized Agencies of the United Nations
Organization have also been contacted to grant scholarships to thosé
refugees. 4As a result, certain institution and some African Goveruments

have already aworded an appreciable number of scholarships.
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114, Informed by the regional delasgation of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Rgfugees in sddis sbaba, the Burgau:has also had to
use its good offices successfully in several cages of expulsion or
admission of rofugees in Member States of the Organization of African
Unity. Through these good offices, refugees have sither beéen accepted
or the expulsion measures taken against them have been suspended,thus
-enabling'tho General Secretariat té redouble its eﬁforts to find them

a second country of asylum.

115. Finally, the Bureau held the Second Ordinary Session of its
Co—ordinating Committes from 12 to 14 April. The CGeneral Secrotariat
has submitted in a seperate dooument to the Nineteenth Sdssion of the
Council of Ministers, a cemprehensive report on the overall activities
of the Burcau in the fisld of education and placement of African
rofugeas., The annex to that Report contﬁins the Recommendations of

the Second Ordinary Session of the Co-ordinating Committes.

116, Lastly, it should be notod that the General ‘Secretariat made
great efforts in prepéring and effepting the important mission assigned
to the QAU Current Chairman to offer the good offices of the Committee:
of Ten entrusted with the task of finding, through the application

of Becurity Council Resolution 242 of November 1967, a peaceful, just
and lasting seclution tc the seriousg crisis in the Middle East,

117, Similarly, the General Secrotariat played an imporiant role in
the preparing and effactiné the mission on decolonization assigned the
QAU Current Chairman, assisted by five Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
The migsion led +that OAU delasgation successively to the United Hations,
where it dealt more particularly with the guestion of Namibia during
the Special Sesesion of the Security Council convened in that connexion,
to the Gowvernments of the United States of America, Canada and nine

Furopean Qapitals ae well as to Turkey and'Japan

118, The Goneral Secrotariat made the efforts reguired of it and

took all the measures necessary to assist the Committee of Heads of
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State and Goverament entrusted with the tesk of solving tho Guinea—

Ranegal differcnce.

119, The roports and findings of the various missions have boon
submitted for the consideration of the Ninth Session of the fisgoembly

of Heads of Siate and Government of the Organization of Africon Unity.

4
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