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REPORT OF THE ADMINIS'l'RA'J:IVE SECRE'l'ARY-GENBRAL ON THE 

ACTIVITlES OF THE AFRICAN GROUP AT THE UNITED NATIONS 

(Period frox.1 June 1971 to June 1972) 

l. The African Group at the Uniied Nations, according to traditim1, 
took the active initiative in the course of the twenty-sixth ordinary 
sc;ssion of the United Nations General Assembly in accordance with the 
Charter of.the ·Organization of the Heads of State and Government of, our 
Organization, It fought to get the African viewpoint to prevail by 

co-ordinating its efforts with. the Asian and Latin-American groups both 
in the domain of the right of· peoples to self-determination and ·the more 
.burning one of economic and social development. 

2. During the .traditio,nal debate on the reports· of the speoial oommitteo 
011 Colonialism, the African Group, in co-operation with the Asian Group, 
submitted numerous resolutions on the si.tuation prevailing in Zimbabwe, 
in Namibia and in the Territories under Portuguese dom~nation. 'l'hanks 
to its cohesion and combative spirit, these texts were widely supporteit 
in the General A_ssembly. However, it mus·t be realized that if, basi.cally 1 

all the Afrioan delegations accept the p-:-inciple of the speedy liquida·b;i on -

of colonia.lism, serious divergences had appeared as to the method to l>e 
employed to definitively eradicate the colonial presence from our Cont:w:;.;,r';. 
In fact, ·despite the clear declaration adopterl by the seventh ConferenGe 
:)f Heads of State and Government rejecting dialogue with the racist 

minorities in Southern Africa, this question had taken up a great deal 
of the time. of thEJ delegations during tt.e debates devoted to ool.onial 
problems, to those of racial discrimination and to Apartheid, giving tu.:; 
impression of a divided battlefront in Africa in the Commission on .Hon 

~elf-Governing Territories and that of the special 'Policical Committoo. 
'l'he question of dialogue had even been raised by oertain delegations 

during the debates devoted to questions of interna.tional security and to 
d.isarmament problems in political Committee. Supporters and opponents cf 
dialogue showed,., to the satisfaction of Africa's enemies that at the OAU th».1'<• 
r,ow existed a divei·g;moy in the approach to solutions to problems raised 
by the persistence of colonialism, racial disorimina.ti0n ani!: d\.parthej.d. id 
Southern Africa. 
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3. . During these deb~~es, the1.Afrioan ·Group oame up against the refusal 
of the · oapi talist and imperial.ist oountries, particulal'ly that of thG 

• ·principal NATO powers, permanent members of the Security Council, to 
asGociate themselves with the sole measures capable of bringing about 
a notable change in the present situation in Southern Af:dca, A definitG 
division thus existed in the Assembly. On the one hand, Afri.oa, the 

' 'l'hird world and the peace-loving States recommended isolation and sanc
tions in the name of Chapter seven of tba United ·:i-rations Charter agc.iri::rt 
the m,inority regimes in Souther~ Africa and against the. Government of 
Portugal for so long as the latter .refused to conform to the UNO decisions 
by J.'ecognizing the right to self-detcrm.i.n0ttion of thethirty million 
'Africans living in sub-human conditions in their own ·terr;ttory. On the 
other· hand, the imperialist powers continued to bontribute their powerful 
support to these minority regimes and supply them with the means of 
oppressing the Africans with the aim of i;,afeg.iarding c>eonpmi ,.. .. a.nil ... ef'l ·f'1 >"h 

.int<:.rests in order to maintain strategic militllry bases in the south o:f 
the Continent against the wishes of the African peopres, 

4, The General Assembly, and. especially the Security Council were 
obstructed. in their actions by this attitude of non~cooperation by ·tb.e 
principal members of NATO who contr.ilmte capital and arms of every 
description to the minority and. racist r"gimes of Southern Africa, This 
policy served the interests ·of the. imperialist countries in the short to::'i:: 
in so far as it retarded. the liberation of tl:p peoples of Southern AJ;::::ioa 
by prolonging ·the exploitation of tile Af~ican peoples in the name of 
so-called. Christian civili.zation, taking \he c~mmunist' threat as pretext 

, I . at a timE\ when Nixon was to visit Mao-Tse~Tung and. Brezhnev and at a timb 
wb.E!n Europe. was talking on1y about s-trengthening European security, trhich 
implied. increased co-operation in numerous· fields between. capitalist and. 
socialist countries, 

The hypocracy of such a policy was quite ev{d.ent. The capitab.at ; 

\iest desire~- to control Southern Africa. by reason of its cmormous und.G:r··· 
ground wealth, particularly the gold nuggets and diamond necessary to 
support monetary stability i:n the market economy of the West. The ihl])Ol'.'· 

ti;lnt strategic.position of' Southern Africa, facing onto the Atlantic, 
Indian Ocean and. Antarctic, with tho covetousness such a posi-tion could. 
excite-, ha;l also to be recognized. 

\ 
\ 

'. 
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6, Africa was thus a viutim ·of the struggle being waged by the imper·ial-

ists anCi. the socialists for the control of the sea-lanes of the Sou+,h 

Atlantic and Indian Ocean. In this connection one should note the ei'forts 

by the Imperialist powers to set up a Soucth Atlantic Organization eml:lrac

ing South.Africa, Argentina and other Latin American countries, H 1•t:i.s l'.f· 

to the political bod:ies of our Organization to raact vigorously to th:cs 
' . 

initiative through appropriate approaches to the brotherly States of 1a,·cin 

America so as to foil t·hese manoeuvres and. maintain intact 
1 
the solid.a.~c'i';_v 

of the African countries with those of' Latin Am~rica. 

7, The project of the so-called settlement of the: Ehodesian. question wao 

of the same order. The OAU should denounce this collusion and maintain 

pressure at the United Nations so as to render efx·ective the isolation of 

the Vorster and Smith regimes and the :i!'asnist government of Lisbon so long 

as "they refused to accept. the. fact th<?.t colonialism, racism and its 

ignoble form of Aparthei<!_ no longer l:w,d a pla,ce in this half of the· 

twentieth century. The Secretariat believed that this aim could easily 

be attained if the African States pres0rved. their unity and respected tho 

±'reely-taken decisions within our Orc;anization. Ste.ps in this direction 

had, been undertal~en by the missions of Presidents Kenneth Kaunda and 

' 

Me, Moktar Ould Daddah between 1970 and 1972. The enemy had to be - anc1 

could be ,... isolated i:!" all the African States co-operated within tho fram·"·

worl$: of the resolutions adopted by the OAU, 

8, The end of ·1971 and the beginnin{~ of 1972 showed tho vitality' of th.•• 

liberation movement"s in Zimbabwe and in Namibia, The Liberation moY8mm1t;~ 

united in Al'fC had held in oheok the Government of the United Kingdom in 

its attempt to li!J.Uidato the Rhodesian question. The dead o±' Salisliur~

and Givelo had reminded the rest of the world of the explosive sitl·'°'tion 

prevailing in the whole of Southern Africa.. Tlie strikes in OvamboJ.anC. 

had made the Vorster regime and its capitalistic masterJ> pi;.use. The 

destruction of an important portion of the Cabora.-llassa dam marked a ne'; 

::itage in the struggle for Liberation, in lfozambiq_ue. Thl> upholders cf 
. . 

white supremacy were bandin15 toge·ohc:i:· and. the S'outh African army was 

intervening more and more a.o~ply in Mozambique and Angola through Zimbabwo. 

'Phe. conflict had become and .international. one and it ;ms U!l to ·tho poJ.:ct.ioo.l 

bodies of the OAU to. learn from tho si:Guation and supply the, material 

assistance the ·liberation movements 1rnre ,,skj_ng for so as to •deal eve:>:>-
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harder bl.ows at the C'>pital ist intere3ts of the area, the only language 

rmderstood by t_he great oap~.talist companies of the Wes·6. 

~'· Officials of the Portuguese Govornrr.ent pi'ivately recogn~.zed the lose 

of Guinea Bissau and irnre bringing preBsuro to 'bear on the American 

C?oVernment to purchase ·the Gape '"Vorr!G Islands and -:;·ho 'Bii?sagos·.. Por"ljuge.1 

' n1ain-tained itself i11 ·thFLt no1ony in o:rdc:t· not to ··ha.rm itz· argu11rent o.-t t.bo 

United Nations. What was at stake wr,s t!i.e ,f>tturo of Angola and J\locanibig_i'.io" 

So tho Government of .Portugal had to be helpsd to leave Africa by st'Jpplng 

up tho diplomatic-pressure an:i by concontrat:i.ne; efforts on Guinea Bist:eli. 

so as to take away this first enclave f:com it. Qne oould also reg_uesi; ·ohe 

governments of Algeria, Libya, and Ii;.gerj_e. to .gfye the 'Gulf Oil compacy :tho. -
, ' ' 

choice of either ceasing to exploi·t the oil in Cambinda or of getting it>: 

permits for oil exploitation 'in tho othGr independen~ Afi,ioan States with

drawn. 

10. The debates in the economic comriit".ees had shou;i· that ideological 

.I•l .. oblems too1: socond place ·a2 Oe Gw·ee1~ ·the Impo:riaJ ~!..st and socialist pow~'rs._ 

For various reasons, socialj_sts and imperialists adopted the same att:,tud.0s 
' in the face of the legi ti ma Ge cle.jms o:f the Thj_rd World. '!'ho wJn--D2:1.gneJ. 

l 

countries, and particularly ·t.he Cfroup of 77: ho.d. snhmi:tt0d a list of ·c.J.e,ims 

tci. the economic CommitteG call in.f; ·u.poD. +,~o !":l.ch 001u1+:rieo to alloca';e J.% 
'Of their n~tional r6\T6ll11.e to t .. b.e d.8VCl0Jl!I18.~1t Of th.0 pOOl.' nations() 'I1fl:;._S 

ruasonable demand had so far obtained only ins.i.~nif5.oant support, th8 seJ.1'--

. ishness ·o~ the _rich oountr,ios '~;,nd tl10 ·wish tc keep us· i11 poverty so as to 

ia:poso economic blaokma-~.l en u.s prevontod any s<;rj_ous agl'eemont. Africa 

1-1as within its rights whon i·o asked to .oo helped after t't10 centuries of 

e:x:ploitat±on of i.ts natural resources by the super-·it'dustrialized oountric'S 

of Western 'Europe and_ the U!':.ted Sta·cos of Amc!:ioa, On this point too., thu 

difference in development among th" countries· of the Group of 77 did not , ' 

rn?..ke the maint'ene.nce of our battlefront easy., The SHCJ.'etarie.t believcc 

that political bodies should devote partiouJ.ar at·contion to this imports11" 

question, Perhaps the time :::.ad come for a thorough s+,udy of the excllariges 

between the African countries at rogj.(maJ and continental level 'by tl:c 

ci .. ea.!vion of inter-Stat3 ma1·kcto 1 by the stepping up of co_m.inunicati·ons 

('inter-StatP routes, raU wi,,y, installation of tel ophone and ·celographic 

oommunioation etc.,, without, the nood to pass through formi.ir ".apih.ls as was 

ilow the oase), 
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11, The African Group was trying to co-ordinate its actions with those 
of the Asian and Latin American Groups in preparation for the Internati.<mrnl I 
Conference on Sea law which was to take place ,in the coming year. Oii thj.a 
problem, too, there were serious divorgencios between the rich countrie.s aucl 
tho developin[S countries, tho interests of both being contradictory. One 
h:i.d only to tackle the definition of national jurisdiction over terri 'toc"id 
waters, on the continental shelf and the zorn:, to re!'lize that tho$a notions 
d.id not have the sarue significance for a developing country as for a rich 
' ono. There wore also differonoes between ths geology of our coasts t.m<L 
that of the rich countries. In general, tho African coastal waters were 
very deep and a rational exploitation of the" underwater riches would. roquiro 
complex techniques, The rich oountrios· possessed these techniques -becallSO 
of their.ad.vanced development and wo wore not prepared to acquire thorn for 
the time being, What was to be done? Tho Secretariat believed that 
resolution CM/Res, 238(XVI) adopted by tho Sixteenth Ordinary Session <f 
the Council of Ministers, on 13th June 1971, could facilitati;> tho solution 
in thQ measure in which our experts, under the guidance cf the OAU ccllld 
place at the disposal of the political bodies of our Organization a st'.ldy 
in depth that would cover thc question, Meanwhile, ho1vever, the Stttes 
would have the advantage of consulting with one another and coming to 
rGgional agreements regarding the limit of jurisdiction, as well as on tho 
fishing, so as to safeguar.a. the riches of these oceans and seas, 'l'he 
problem .of the environment and the pollution of the seas could constitui;e 

I 

an important chapter in this stud.y and these agreements. 

12, During the twenty-sixth ordinary session of the General Assembly, tD.0 

Afx·ican Group, by its discipline and cohesibn, was able to eiect ·Go very 
j_mJlortant posts all the candidates submitted by the. Oxganjzation of' .il.fricau 
Unity. Thus the Republic of Guinea and. Sudan were electe<i for a two-ye;ir 
term at the 'security Council. Burundi, too, was elected for a term of 
three years in the Economic and Social Council. The fi vo African cand:iC:.:i,tGB 
had their term on the international legal Commission renewed, Africans :.ai 
occupied the posts of vice-President of thG Generul Assembly, and HiGcr:.u 
had occupied the chairmanship of tho administrative and financial Comrais
sion, Other Africans had occupied the posts of vice-chairman and r:ipport.mr' 

·cf certain important committees, etc,., Noteworthy was Africa's failure ili 
ths elections that took place to find a successor to U-Thant, The reason 
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for this failure ls.y in the lack of direotive in the Af'rics.n Group. Jluring 

two or three meetings, the African Group was unable· to _s.gree on the name. of 

s. personality and Europe profited by this to get one of its eminent sons 

elected:. The Secretariat was of the a.pinion that· the political bodies of 

our Organization should learn from this eloction and prepare for the next 

consultation if the OAU thought it opportune to have an African at the 

head of the Secretariat of the UNO, For the elections to come during the 
' 'twenty-seventh ordinary session of the Genaraly Assembly, the_ African Group 

held numerous meetings and submitto~ recommendations on Afrioan candida

tures .in ·the appe:idix to the present report, 

13. 
'2847 

By its dynamism, the African Group secured the adoption of resolutic>n .. 

(XXVI) modifying the composition of tho economic and sooial Cou'.ncil 

by increasing the number of its mambo.rs from 27 to 54. This resolution, 

obtained 9.fter a hard struggle_ in tho economic Committee, constituted an 

amendment to Article '61 of the Charter. It would be applied when 2/3 of 

the members of the Assembly had ratified it. The African Group drew the 

'attention of the political bo<iies to this resolution and requested them 

to agree to -envisage the speedy ratification of this amendment to the 

United Nations Charter by the appropriate bodies in ea-ch Stats, so as to 

has.ten its application and enable the African representation at the ECOSOC 

to Oe• do.ubled, However, while awaiting the ratification of the amendment, 
' the General Assembly authorized the economic and sooial Council to immedis.t-

ely give effect to the provisions of' the above-mentioned resolutions. Thus, 

Af'rioa saw its representation doubled in the scientif:i.c and technical 

Committee as well as in the Job evaluation Committee, the number of repre- · 
' ' 

sentatives having increased from 7 to 14 for each Committee. These 

enlarged Commit·Gees normally functioncid after the election of new members 

during the 52nd ordinury session of ECOSOC, 

14. During the year just elapsed, the visit of His ExcellE,noy Me. Moktar 

Ould Ds.ddah, current Chairman of the oighth .li.ssemitly of Heads of State and 

Government of the Organization of African Unity a.t UNO, had resulted in. a 

further strengthening of' the co-oporutio:n between the -OAU and Ulm._ Working 

sessions were held between the del8~s.tion of the OAU and the General 

Secretariat of UNO. The aotion of the OAU: was recognized as complementary 

to that of UNO in all the domains of interest to Africa. The mission of 

~a.ce undertak_en ~y 'the .wise men of Africa in application of resolutions 
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AHG/Res, 66(VIII) was highly appreciatod by the res.ponsible authorities of 
UNO, The former Secretary-General U-Thant, his successor and Ambassador 
Jarring on numerous occasions paid homage to the action of the African 
Heads of State in the search for ,a just solution to the Middle East cricis, 

15, The General Assembly, moreover, adopted, almost unanimously, a 
resolution calling for the strengthm.'iing of cooperation betwe&n the OA:Ci 
and UNO, The adoption of this resolution enabled the holding, a,t the 
beginning of the year, of the historic meeting of the Security Council in ' 
Addis Ababa, during which important resolutions were adopted on the situ;:,,.. 
tion in Southern Africa, The Secretary-General, Kurt Waldheim, visited 
South Africa and Namibia ip. execution of the mandate entrusted to him 1'y tho 
Security Council. .However, the negativ~ attitude of tfie Government of the 
United Kingdom was to be deplored during·the meeting, of.the Security 
Council in Africa; an attitude supported by its par\ners in NATO and the 
Common Market and one whzch prevented the Security Council from adopting 
the only measures capable of bringing a satisfactory solution to the problem 
of Zimbabwe. 

16. Within the 'framework of co-operation between ONU and the OAU, t110 
:c8solution·of the General Assembly called upon th& specialized institutions 
;md. Institutions connected with UNO,particularly the UN.DP, to strengthen or 
astablish adeg_uate co-operation with the OAU. At the beginning of ,the y0a-;c, 
th<; Board of Direotors of' the UNDP authorized that body to sign a ooopcration 
agreement with the OAU, enabling tho two Organizations to more effectiYely 
aGsist-the liberation movements by tho drawing up and execution of concrete 
plans, in the cultural and 1social domains. It must b·e noted that UNESUO, 
110 and WHO began ,carrying out conorete programmes of assistance to ti:8 
v,j.ctims of oolonialism and Apartheid in full consultation with the OAU 
i:n ac<::ordance with •the rel<>vant resolutions, 01· the General Assembly, ~L1he 
SpElcialized Institutions were to be thanked for their understanding and 
their positive attitude. 

17. Close contact w~s maintained between the General Secreta.riat of UNO 
2.nd. 'the Executive Secretariat of tho African Group on all g_uesticns of 
interest to the two Organizations;. The Executive Secretariat participated 
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in the Seminar organized by ·the special Committee on Apartheid, on racism 
and the policy of Apartheid practicGd by the Vorster ragime, as'well as in 
the Seminar organized by the Office of public information by African 
journalists, The General Secretari,at of UNO moreover, organiz,ed training 
courses in New York for the staff of the OAU, It dispatched specialists 
from the Trustees!1iP department to the OAU Headquarters to organize certain services, This fruitful co-operation. should and could continue to the 
benefit. of the two Organizations. 

:i_a, The Executive SE!o:retariat maintained contact with the Afro-American 
movements or 1;roups whioh were interested. in the liberation of Africa, 
During the 'stay in New York, by the current Chairman cf the OAU, many of 
these groups visited him-, 'l'hese contacts were developing to the advantage 
of the liberation movements, Thus in February las~, the Secretariat ·was 
able to send the Committee of liberation. in Da;r-es-Sala.am a ton and a 
half of medicines, clothing and other articles, .the donation of the Afro
American students to the liberation movements and the victims of racism and: 
Apartheid, The Executive Secretariat was able to participate in a certain 
number of conferences in the institutes and universities in the South and 
South West .of the United States whenever the facilities for travelling were offered ,it by the·se institutes or universities so as to bring home to the 
students and teachers tho menace "threatening international peace and the 
persistence of colonialism, racism and Apar,theid in Southern Africa. It was 
true that the Executive Secretariat could have. accomplished more if its 
mandate .had been clearly defined and extended. in this sense, Thero was an enormous amount of lobbying on South Africa and· Southern Rhodesia. This 
tendency had to be stopped by enabling the thirty million Afro-Americans 
living in the United States of America to find themselves; It was a pity 
that, lacking a mandate, the ll:xecutivo Secretariat was unable to :participate in the first. black convention organized by Imama Baraka (Leroy Jones) and 
his friends in .Tennessee at the beginning of March. Thifl convention marked a turning-point in the awakoning consciousness of the Afro-American world 
by the quality of its debates and the resolutions it adopt,ed on. the struggle for

1
.lii;eration cf the blaoks both in the U.S.A. and Africa. 

' ' 
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19. The participation or presence .of the Executive Secretariat· at these 

cc11v0ntions, seminars or meetings sometimes raised problems of seou1•ity and. 

privilege which the Office ~t New York had not been able to enjoy bocause 

of the refusal of ·the Government of the U.S.A., the host country for the 

IlG"'C.quarters of the United: !rations,' to recognize any sort of diplomatic 

status for our Office, Tb.o adoption by the Heads of State of r.esolu'Gion 

CM/Res.233 (XV) did not solve the question. Perhaps the political bodies 

of 'the ·OAU would wish to make a more thorough study of the question and 

enter into nego-Giaticn with tlie American Government so as to reach an 

agreement .satisfactory to both parties, A speedy solution to this question 

would giye our Office more freedon1 of movement to better perform its 

multiple and important obligations both at the United Nations and through

out the United States of America. 
•' 
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