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0AT7 PREFARATION FOH THE UN CONFERENCE
O¥ THE l4W OF THE SEA.

Introduotions

le During the 19th Ordinary Session of the Counoil of
Ministers of the QAU hold in Rebat from § %0 12 Juno 1572, the Councgil,
oonvinoced of the nsed for QAU Member States o concort on ull points,
ond to harmonize thoir position in order to present a gommon frent on
tho matter to be discussed at the UN Conforence om #he Law of the Sea to
be held in 1974, passed resolution CH/Res. 289 (XIX), the operative
paragraphs of which recommondedt

(I} That the QAU General Sporetariat refer the mattor, at tho
earlrost poseible date; to the African Membors of the Committee
on the Sea=bed, which will be requosted to prepara and send to
Komber Statos a comprshonsive memorandum covoring the problams as
a whole that will bo debated st the UN Conforonce on the Law of
the Sca and the position on each of thesa problems of wvnrious
participating statas or group of Biates, togother with any
suggestions or recommondations which might help the statee detcrmine
their positions}

(2) ‘hat 0AU Member Statos study with all speed, the documont which
would thus be submitted to them hy the Afriean Group and send
their comments to tho OAU General Secretiariat at the earliest
poss1ible dato, and
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(3) That the CAJ Gencral Secretariat conveno, bofors the Session
of the Council of Mimistors in lhbéua:y 1973, a mogting of experts
for tho purpese of bamonising the viewpoimta thus axpressed Uy
tha Mombaer States and to draft an Afriocan doclarstion which would
e submitted to the 0AT Councail of Minigtaers in February 1973 and
to the Apsembly of Heads of State and Governmont 1n May 1573.

BACK CROUN T

e It 18 racalled that; in ¢rder to codzxfy and strengihen tho
internationzl lews and practioces spportaiming to tho world's cceans,
geas and lakes, thg United Nations held two confarencas on tho Law of
the Sca, if.00 in 1958 and in 1960. Thapa conferencea did invaluable
work an thia regerd, but on beth occesiona they failod onong other thingsa,
to f1ix the axtant of territorial woters that would ba acceptable to
the reguired majority which would maka such a fixed limit binding at
international law to all the UN Membors, It is thorefore anticipated
that the next UN Confeorsnce on tha Law of the Sea will, among other
things, attempt 1o dalimat the cxtent of territorisl wators of littoral
fitatess Other mattors likely to be dealt with includoi=

[1] axploitztion of off=shore o1l and of patroleum gas;

f14) poisntific exploitation, presarvation and devolopment
of fisheries; .

(i2i} explortation of othsr marine naotural resourdes;

(1v) #ea pollutiong

(v) national dofencaj

{vi) use of intormational waters:

{1} 2nunocent passage,

{11} dumping of dangerous
naterials euch ap goma,
molear-astive materiale snd

poisoncus gasos.
{111} mlitary purpopes.
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QA0 ACTION:

Ja Pollowing the adoption ef tho above peaslution, the
Afrioan Member States: of the UN Committos on the SBoe=bad, met during
the Commitise'e summer sees:on in Genova from 17 July to 18 August
1972 and startod work on the memorandum roquestod in operative
paragraph ls Howaevoer sincg work by the Growp on tho metmorandum hnd
t¢ be undertaken concurrently with the daily partioipation by African
delagations at the curront mestings of tho Sea-bed Committce, 1t was not
poaaible for thom 4o finalige it. However, the Group docided thet it
would be useful to eesnd to the QA Genoral Becretariat tne result of
preliminary valuablo work wndertaken and which coneisted of draft
papers on:

{1) The International Regama,

(2) The International Machinory,

{3) Fishories, conservation and management,
{4) Economie 2ono beyond the territorial sea,
{5} Tarritorial 8See and Straits,

(&) Bquatabla Arrangemonts for countrice with

apecial goographical situations,
(1) Bcient:fio Repearch, prescrvation of the
marine environment snd transfer of tachnology,
(8) Repronal srrangementsg.

4+ Thess papers have been recaived by the General Secretariat.
Howevor, the Oroup omphazised that those draft papers do not comm:it
delegatrons comprising tse Group since thoy wera not discussed and
finalized by tho Group as a whols and wore prepared by task forcom of
a fow members dosigmated by the Oroup, in the process of undertaking
preliminary work in elaboration of the final meaorandum,
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5« With a view to facilitating tho drafiing of the final
memorandum on the Law of the Sea, the Gencral Ssoretariat contacted
the QAU Wew York Offico and roquasted 1t to arrango for the Memhers
of the ifrican Group of the UN Commitice on the Sen~hed, attending tho
27th Soasicn of the I Bonmeral Assembly to mcet and finalaimo that
namorandum. A% tho time of wrating this roport no roply had beem
receivod. Tha Sooretariat will circulate oll the relevant papers
and thy final memorandum when it bucomes available, to all Member States

for thoir study and comment as requosted in the resclution roferred fo
abova,

&+ Since the U¥ Conference on the Law of the Sea will now be held
in April and May 1974 in Santingo, Chalo, and sance the final papers
have not yet boen receivoed from the Afriocan Croup, the Decretariat
considored 1t advisable 4o hold theo moeting affar Fobruary 1973. Thas
w2ll allow for both the Mamber Btates and the Seocretariat to prepare
adequataly for the meeting of axports, ard 4lso be in a position to
sutmat the rosults of that meeting to the Councal of Nimistors and fo
the Aspambly of Hoads ¢f State and Govermmunt in May 1973 in accordance
with the resoclution undoer reference. Conasquently the Seoretariat has
informed Nembor States that 2t 18 convening the meoting of African
Experis at the OAU Headquartsrs, Addis Ababa from 2nd to Tth dpral
1973.

7« Tha Council of Ministors a3 thorefore invited to note that:

(1) Tho memorandun requoetod from the African Keambers of the
UN Bearbad Committeo to assist OAU Momber Statee 1n propare
ing for tha UN Conference on the Law of tho Sea, iz not yot
complated;

{41) Tho UN Confercnce on the Law of the Boa has now beon
acheduled to be bhald sometime in 1974 in Santiago, Chileg
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(iv)

4ddia Ababa,
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Bocauga of the foragoing, tho Sacrc;tarxat waz unabls

t¢ hold the meeting of Afrigan Exparts o diecuss the
mooorandum mentionod 3n T (1) above "before the mession
ef tha Council of Ministera in Fobruary 19739 as
demanied 1n resolution CM/Res.289 {IIX). )
The Boerctariat has convened the meetirgz of experts

from 2nd to Tih April 1973 at the OAU Headquartere in
44dis 4baba, EBthicpia. The rosulis of that meeting will
be submitted tc tha Counoil of Ministers, and to the
Asgombly of Hoada of Stata and CGovermment in Way 1973

a3 demanded ty that remolut:ion,

Degembar 1972
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