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Introductions 

OAU PREP ARA'l'ION FOB Tm!: tJl'I OONFEBENCE 

Oil TH2l LAW OP 'l'HB SEA. 

l. During 'the 19th O'l'du:l.ar,y Session of the Cowioi l ot 

IC:i.niatars of the OAU hBld in Rabat b:onl 5 to 12 Juno 1972 , the COUncil, 

oonVinoed ot tho neod f or OAU Member StatGs to oonoort on all points, 

Ql\d to harmonize tboir position J.D. ordar t o p:resont a ooiMon f'ront on 

tho •a-tter to bo discussed. at the UN Conforcnee oe the ~ ot the Saa t o 

b. held in 1974 1 passed resolllt J.OJI CK/Rea. 289 (XIX), the operative 

paragraphs ot whioh rec:ommondodi 

(I) ~t the OAII General Sooratar1at refer the ~~tt01'1 at tho 

esrl1aat possible d.a.te1 t o the An'ioan Jleaborll of the Coanittee 

on tho Sollo-bed, which Ifill be NQ\losted to prepare end send to 

K001ber Stlltoa a oomprahoru:1i.ve l'llClll\Or:»id'lllll oovorins the probllillllB as 

a whole that v i.11 b9 debated at t ho UN Conforonoe on the Law ot 

the Sea and the posit ion on each of these problOlllS of vnrious 

parti.oipati.J>g etat.:i• or group of States, t ogoth11r 111th nr(f 

llllggQ&tiollS or reo01M1ondat1oa.s which might hol~ the states dot02'Uline 

their positi.ons1 

(2) That OAU lCOlll'bor Statoa study with all speed, the doCUJ1101rl Vhi.ch 

would t.bw! be 8Ubn1tted t o them ey the Afrioa.n Group and eond 

theu oor.11J1entlil to tho OAU Generol. Secretariat at the eulieB't 

possi'blo @to, and 
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(3} !1'11.a;\ the OAU Cencral Secretari n oonvcno, 'bofore the Session 
• 

of the Council o:f Jluu.store 1n J'obruar;J 19731 a moating of aperta 

for tho purpose of iiaz,nonizing the v1ewpo1nt11 thua exprassod 'tor 
tho Jl0111ber Statos and to draft an Atrio~ doolQl."ction which woul4 

be submitted to tho OAU Couno:i.1 of Ministers 1n February 1973 and. 

to the Aes~b:cy o:f' Beads of Sta.ta arid Govermont in Ma;y 1973• 

2. It is rooaJ.led that 1 in oJ'd.Q:r to cod.2t,y and strengthen tho 
' inter:nat1onal J.!ll'ls and p:ractioos apportllin111g to tho world' e oceans, 

eoae and lak.ea1 the United Nations hold two conferencos on tho Law of 

the Soa, i.o. 1n 1958 ar.cl in 1960. These conf'erencos did invaluable 

work in this reeord, bu.t on 'both ooo<!.B1o:pa the(J" :f'ailod WWJ16 other thillga1 

to f'l% tho Old:ont of terl'ito:r1:1l veiora that would bo ~oepteb1e to 

the requ1:rod majority which would maka such a fixed lilllit binding at 

internat1onol. law to all the UN Me111.bars. It is thoref9ro antic1iia.ted 

that the nart UN Conforenco on tho I.cw of the Sea. will, among other 

th:mgs1 cttEmpt to delimit tho ():)rt()nt of territorial WGtors of littoral 

stat el!• Other m9.tton ll.k:c]3 to 'be del.\l t w1 th 1neludo :-

(1} exploitn1on ot otf-shoro 011 and of petrolEIUlll gas; 

(ii) soient1fio exploitation, p:res;;wvotion Md dGvelopment 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 
(vi) 

' 
eicplo1 tat ion of other mar1ne noturol :rosOUl'oas; 

aaa. pollution• 

naiion.tll. dofanoe1 

uee of int.arna.t1onal. wat~: 

(1) innocent J18SSIJ6er 

( 11} dulllp1ng of clangorous 

matoriale euch as gems, 

nuolaar-o.ot1ve mater1nls .ad 

poisonous gasos. 
(111) militar,y purpoeos. 
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3. Pollow1ng the adoption et tho above »0SOl'llt1on, tho 

Ai'rio!l.11 Member Statos1 of tho UN Comm1tte0 on tho SoD-bod1 met during 

the Coll!jn1ttee•a &Wlll!ler seeeion in GcnQva 1'rCllll 17 Jul¥ to 18 Auguet 

1972 and startod won: on the 11emorandum roqueirt.00. in opcr1lt1ve 

pvsgrtqlh l. .ilo11evctr e1.1100 work by the Group on tho 11CG1oraudum hRd 

to be undertek0ll. concUlTentl.y with the d~il.y partioipa.t1on by African 

dalegat i..ons at the ClllT<lnt ca et 1ngs of tho so-bed Comu. ttee 1 :Lt WM not 

possible for tham to f'1nalice it. Hovovor1 the Group dooided tbet it 

would. be usef\al to aGnd. to the O.AIJ Ccnoral Secreta.r1at tne result of 

prel:i.m1ne.cy valua.blo work 'Wlderialcon ll!ld Which oons:l.stod of dra1't 

papers on: 

(I.) 

(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

(5) 
(6) 

Th~ Internat1on3l Reg11110, 

Tho Inte:rnntional Machinory1 

F1shar1en, oonoervnt1on and management, 

Economic zono 'beyond the territorial seat 

Terr1tor1<11 Soe and Straits, 

llqu1ta.blo AlTangemcnto for countrioe with 

special g-lOgr~ph1cal situ~t1ons, 

(7) So1ent1f10 Reu~a.rch, pl'l)oorvation of the 

aiari.ne envi:ronnent c.nd tr11D2for of t eollDology, 

(8) B.:igional arra.,gements. 

4. Thoeo papars ha.vo bee'l received by tho Cen<>ral. Secretariat. 

Bovevor1 the Qroup Cll1'.:lbas1sod that thoso draft p::i.p"ro do not OQMllt 

delegations campr1s1ng toe Group s1r..ce t ho,y WG~ not discussed and 

f'1nal1zad by tho Group as a whole and woro preparGd b,v t$ak forcae of 

a fow members dooignatGd 'b,y the Croup, in the process of undertaking 

preliminar;r work in olaboratJ.011 of th\I final. m€Gorandwn. 
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5• lfi th a v1ew to fac1l i t nt 1ng tho draft u1g of tho final 

111enio.randum on tha Low ot the Sa31 t he Gonorsl Seoret:n'ia1 oontacted. 

the OjjJ ll ew York Ort1co and roquaotod i t \o ~ f or the Xemben 

of 1he .A.i'rican Croup of tha UN Con11111ttoe on the So~bad, attend1~ tho 

27th Soaa1011 ot the UN Donaral Aasombl.:r to meat a.oii f'1na1:i.•o that 

raamorQnduai. .lt tho t1.1no of wr1t1ng this roport no J"Opl;r had been 

~oeivod. The SoO?'et!U'iat will 01roulate ~l the relevant pap£1l;'S 

and thu final 11e111orandun when it bocoo.aa wMlablG1 t o all X1111ber $t3tos 

f or tbo1r at~ and commant as raquoatod in the rosolut1on r o!orred. to 

above. 

6. S:i.n.oe the Ulf Conto:renoo on the Lt\of of the Sea 11111 no11 be held 

ill April lllld M<\Y 1974 in Santiaeo, Chi lo, and s1noo tho fino.l papers 

have not yet boen reoeivocl from the !h1oan Croup, tba Secrotaria.t 

oons1dored :i.t advisable to hold tho 111.:ietlng at'tar J'obruar,y 1973· 'l'h•B 

will allow for both the Kamber Stat~a and t he Seoretsriat to prepa:-e 

adequ3tol,J for t ho meeting of <XEPOrts , ard '\lao b" in a poe.1t ion t o 

11U."ln1 t 'the roirul ta of tha1 meet 1ng to the Council of lh.n1at ore and to 

the Aosembly of Roads of State 31ld GovcrlllllJnt in M'\Y 1973 in accord.Moe 

"1th the resolution undor raference . Conaoquentl.Y the Seoretar1a:t hae 

inf'o.miod llembor Sta.toe th:i.t it is oonvoning the meoting ot .lfr1cs.n 

Experts at the OAIJ Beadqu~era 1 Addia Abab11 froin 2nd to 7th .4pr1l 

1973. 

1 • Tho Council of HinJ.stor• 1s tl!.orofore iuvitod t o not1.. thnt 1 

( i) 'l'bo •u:morand.1n requastod horn the Afrioan Kemoon of tho 

UN Be11r-bod Comm:i.tt .. o t o aaeu;t O.AIJ Humber States in pNp.3.N 

ing f or the UN conrorence on the LaH ot tho Sea, is not ,yot 

coaipl.,ted; 

(11) Tho Ulf Conf'e.ronce on tbe Law of the Soa has now boon 

acbadul ed. to be hold aomet1111e ill 1974 in Sant iago1 Chile I 
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Bocaus<1 of the forego1ng, tho Secre't31'1at W38 unable 

to hold th<1 meeting of .Ur1can E:ltparts 'l;o diecuaa tho 
m;norandum 11ont1on;>cl 1n T (1) at.ow "before the session 

of tho Council of Min1etore in Pobrusry 1973" aa 
denazuled in resolution CM/Res 0289 {XIX). 

(iv) 'l'he Secrato.riat bas conwned. the 111oet~ of ex;perts 

Ad.d.11!1 .lbaba, 

Dooember 1972· 

t'l-OOJ 2nd to 7th April 1973 at the OAU Bead.quarters in 

!ddie Aba.ba1 Bth1op1a. 'l'be rof;\l].ta of '\hat ineet ing will 

be eulmitted to the Couno11. of Jh . .n.iatars, ancl to the 

.lBSa11b]¥ of Beads Of Sto.to and. Govel'lll!lent in 1!q 197 3 

as dom:inded 'b,y that resolution. 
~ 



AFRICAN UNION  UNION AFRICAINE

African Union Common Repository http://archives.au.int

Organs Council of Ministers & Executive Council Collection

1973-02

OAU Preparation for the UN

Conference on the Law of the Sea

Organization of African Unity

Organization of African Unity

https://archives.au.int/handle/123456789/7777

Downloaded from African Union Common Repository


