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PREAMBLE

e the Heads of State znd Govermaent of African
countries assembled in Addis Abzaba on 25 lMay 1973 on the
occasion of the Tenth Anniversary of the Organisation of

African Unity;

Reaffirming the principles and objectives laid down
in the Charter of 25 Mey 19?3 establishing the Organization

of African Unity;

Reaffirming the total commitment of our States to
the provisiong of the Algiers Charter, to the Declaration of
Lima, to the African Declaration on Incdustrialiization, to the
OAU Declarstion onm the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Deveclopment and to the African development priorities as

defined by the Addis Ababz memorandum;

Reczlling the relevant resclutions of the Organization
of African Unity, the Economic Commission for Africe, and the
African Develooment Banlk;

Congidering ths profound znd legitimate aspirations

of our peocples;

Concerned by the ever-deteriorsting economic and
‘social position of the developing countries in relation to the
developed countries and convinced of ths constantly widening

. gap between the developed znd developing countries;



Believing thet the continuance of such a state of affairs
generatesa deep feeling of frustration with predictably serious

conseguences for peace and internztional security;

Concerned by the ineffectiveness of the measures adopbed
during the past decade to combat under-develomment zand by the
insbility of the international community to crezte conditions

favourable for the development of Africaj

Convinced that the developing countries, by strengthening
their common front, arc capable of achieving their development

targets;

Convinced that the mobilization of the continent's
immense human resources in order to stimulate and orientate the
erestive spirit of Africens can lead to =& repid transformation

of our economies znd raise our peoples! standard of living;

Convinced that the effective mobilization of the vast.
patural resources of the continent will be greatly facilitated
by a2 high degres of economic integration; that regional
co-operztion is not only an indispensab1e instrument of regionzl
integration'but provides a2 means of co~ordinating and
strengthgning the position of African countries in their
relations with the outside world and thus enables them to play
an effective role in influencing the internationzl context so as

to foster the creation of conditions more favourable for

development;



Believing that neither language differences nor
differences of economic size or structurs constitute
insurmountable obstacles to economic co~oOperation and regioneal
integration, and that all bsrriers to intra-African
co-operation, especially those which are renn ants of colonialism
‘or by-products of the vertical relations of donlnance exercised

over Africz by the developed countries, can be eradlcated,

Believing thet the orospecte of far-reaching changes
in the internstional environment, the important events taking
place in the world and the efforts being made to fiﬁd durable
solutions tc long-standing problems offer African countries
an exceptiona 1 opportunity to es stablish = concerted approach
and to participate fully in the establishment of a more
ecuitsble international order in the economic, commercial and

nonetary fields; .

¢
l

Avare of the serious threat arising from the constant
wish of the developed countries tr rcserve thenselves,
particulzariy in Africa, sphereg of influence that are not only
political but =zlszo economic, and determined to defned the
econcomic independence of Africa;

|

Solemnly'proclaim our firm determinztion to achieve
the economic independence and development of the continent
through the effective mobilization of its immense human and

cultural resources



Decide, therefore, to adopt the present Declaration
setting out the basic orinciples of collective and individual
action by =211 African countries on Cooperation, Development

and Economic Indepcendenccs.



AFRICAN BECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND INTECGRATION

MOBILIZATION OF EUMAH AND FMLTERIALL RESQURCES

ffricen countrics, with z view to
' I'd .
mzking mesdimum uee of Africo's potontizl human snd

nnderteke tor-

1]
X
cr
R
H
1
=
"
&
Q
1o
"
0
Q
0

A3

J A

Aed

Guzrantee to the entire poruletion thz right to educsition
and trzining based on Africen realitiszs end provided iz 2
form suited to Africe's need znd écvelonnant objcetives

3
cnd telee 211 nocessary mzssuras o reSpect this rlgLﬁ;

Birect university cnd higher education o Drogremmes o the
treining and resccrch needed to ensure Africs's scientific

1 independence [as towerds an'apalied
rezgesrch thet =111 be resuiréé) end to effect radicsl changes
onormic rnd socisl eavironment in the interest ’

@
of develoament;

Facilitate the free movement of persons essentizal for the
exchange of ideas znd econcmic inbtegration and give

priority to co-cperation in the exchange of DPOfESSlOﬁ“l

manpower and skilled and unskilled labour among African

countries;

Take appropriate mecasures to put 2n end to the braindrain
from Africa and to prompt cqualified Africans living abrozd
%o return, with a view to the rapid phasing—out\oﬁ

technical 2 5515*“nce from outside Africay
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A.6 Accelerate the implementation of an Africanization policy
in each country and cnsure effective and equitable African
representation in international organizations and thec

United Naltions agencies in Africa;

A7 Give full support, through their respective States and
the Orgeanization of African Unity, to the programmes of
the Associstion of African Universities and other
institutions for the fostering of co-oporation in
particular areas of training and research, most especiaily
the teaching of African and relevant foreign languages,
the extension of training feacilities to neet specific
shortages of middle and high-level African‘personnel, the
investigation of economic, eocia;, cultursl, scientific
and technological probleme that are of particular
importance for African development, and the exchange of

university teachers and students;

¥Natural Resources

\

L8 Undertzke a systematic survey of all Africa's resources,
with o view to their rztiomal utilization and Jjoint
exploitation, where appropriate, in srder to accelerate

the continent's develocment; .

A9 Defend vigorously, continually znd jointly, the African
countries'! inalienzble sovereign rights and control over

their natural resourcese. '

AW10 Iatensify co-operation in the multinstional exploitation

of rivers znd lzkes and basins;

Asll - Promote the exchange of information concerning the
exploitation and use of water for supplying towms and

industries;



Asl2

Al13

£el4

A.15

I1

Al16

Au17

Av18

Bxploit, for development purposes, Africa's hydroelectric
potential on a multinational, sub-regional and regionzl

basis, vherever possible;

Intensify the use of new sources of enorgy such as solar

and thermal energy as substitutes for other fuel;

tgﬁrsue mezsures to restore Afriéan'fﬁrests through
aforestation _in order to halt ‘the southward advance of tho
Seyara desert) ;

Protect Africa's sce and ocean resources coming within
nationzl juriedictions effectively and jointly from
international over-exploitztion (by the developed

countries);

Rationally harness, on a continental basis, the research
of the sca-bed and ocean floor outside mational
Jurisdiction for the benefit of Africa's development and
of its peoples and ensure full participation of the

African land-~loclked countries:
2

AGRICULTURE

. £

. 1
(Promote. the modernisation of African agriculture through
k)
the introduction of modern and sdvanced technigues and
through the exchange, among African countries, of
3

experience and meterizls in the field of production,

distribution and storage);

Promote effortsto ensure a rapid znd substantial increase

in Africa's food production;

lizake special efforts to expand rural infrastructure and
inprove the conditions in rural aress in order to raisec

the standard of living of the rural populations;
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AalS Provide rural extensicon service so that small-scale
farmers can be helped tc produce surpluses that can be

used for the financing of processing industries;
As20 Take necessary steps to ensure thet African products are
processed to the greatest possible extent in Africa

prior to expertation;

IIT - TRANSPORT AWD INFRASTRUCTURE \

A.21 Accelerate efforts to create a modern infrastructure of
roads, railways, airlines, and inland waterways, which
is one of the fundamental requirements for development
and intra-African co-operation, through methods such asg
standardizaticn cf guages for railway development and

the linking of road networks;

A,22 Establish, as a =

road sysitems in or

ter of pricrity, links between naticnzl

fu

er to facilitate movements of persons
and goods between the hinterland and coastal areas,
recognizing the additional hardships placed upon the

landlocked countries;

Aa23 Elininate all forms of obstacles to the regular movement
of wvechicles especinlly by simplifying formalities at the
frontiers and harmonizing highway codes and transit

regulations;

AJ22 Take steps to establish consortia of African shipping
companies which will enable them to operate with greater
efficiency, share the usé of terminal and maintenance
facilities, explore in common the possibilities of
Technical innovztion in the transportation of African
exports and influence the level of freight rates for

inter-continental and coastal services;



L.26

Il.q 27

£,28

Le 28
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Adont a common stand in facour of early negotviations
so 25 to obtain favourable freight rates and exert
an influence on freight rate levels, in respect of

maritine and coastal shipping services;

Take all necessary measures to esteblish ghippers

]

councils in Africe and to zssociate landlocked couniries

with them as nuch as possible;

Set up adequate freight systems designed to promote

intre-African trazde znd African exports;

Effectively strengthen co-operation between African
airline companies with a view to the ratiomalization of
the continentl!s air sefvices, particularly as regards
the hermonizaticon of time-tabkles, the.setﬁing up of
special reduced rates, exchenge of air traffic rights,

the standardization of types of sircraft used, the

©

haring of zircraft repair and meinbenance facilities

znd joint organization of research and personnel training;
TELECOMMONICATTYONS AND COMMUNICATIONS -

i A T R R e R e

Intensify efforts towards the implementation of the
Pan-Africar telecommunications network, including the
eventual installation of a Pan~African satellite, and
take steps to secure the standardization of ecuipment,
the improvement and co-ordination of operational
arrangements and the provision of sppropriate personies

training facilities;

e

Define common general policies on all questions relating
to intra-Africzn postal communications problems and
policies, particularly as regards the standardization
and co-ordination of nostal procedures and practices,

and the esteblishment of vital intra-African postal syscens



v - IHDUSTRTALIZATION -

5
'

AL.31 Promote the in?ustrialization cf Africa, in particular
by the exapnsion of nationel merkets and accelerating
the development of technology, taking due account of

1

the growing importance of transnational compeanies in

-

this field, .

A,32 Identify the economic regions of Africa so as To pronots
& systematic deve}oPment of the entire continent througﬁ
regional planning with national planning on a rationsl
basis; and identify areas of commoﬁ interests, so as
to-promote their development through planning and

programming.

N i

L
\

Aa33 Take adecuate measures to ensure ratiqnal industriaiica-
tion, within the context of subregional and continental
economic entities, on the basis of an eguitable sharing-
out of costs and benefits by co-ordinating industrializa-~
tion policies and harmonizing develozment plans, paying
special attention to the pfoblems of the léast develoned
and landlocked countfies;

-

CAJ34L Orgznize exchanges of information among African countries

on matters pertzining to industrialization,; promote
co-operation and assistance by competent international
institutions, and tazke adecquate steps to put an end o
practices of foreign tragsnational companiés that are

contrary to Africa's interests;
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£e35 Call upon the de veloped countrieg, with z view to

promoting African industries, to anply the generallzea

systen of nreferences in.& loyzl and non-digemmanating

b,

S
manner znd tc abolish cffectively =211 tariff and

f

r

o
]

LY . - - < - .
non~tariff barriers zn trictive business practices;

A;36 Fromote co-operation between developing ?egions, with
ial regard to thz evport of processed and seri~
sgsed products, in order to change the vertical
structure which dominstes relations between developing

countrics and developed. countries;

As37 Promote, through a policy of traiming, guidance and
extension services, the involvement of Africans in the
industrial gector;

"Aa38 Adopt suitable mezsured to encourage the rapid transfer
of appropriate technicues to Africa both from the.

developed narket-eccnonmy countrles cnd frorm the Socialist

-

L,y countries snd their incbrnorationuin"aroductionimrocesses,
‘and set up.continent-wide ‘institutions capable :of pronoting
applied scientific research and 'the use of techniquaes.

resulting from local research, . PR T

MONETARY ‘AlD FINANCTAL MATTERS

£e3O Take =Xl necessary meazsuies to promobe effective monetary |

co=0pération among African countrisds eaPGC1ally by-

- .o . e - . . .o ~r -
P

~(i1- Orgeniezing nutunal conuultatlon o monet;ry

m.‘

- . nmatters between Afr;ggn counsries,

(ii) Giving a more .impertant role to Af 1cgn

‘- v

_‘uountﬂleﬂ in 1nvrﬂ-AFr1cgn ﬁuymenus,

[ 4 . - - < . -n S



{(1iii) Instituting payments arrengencnts zmong

African currencies in intra-African payments,

(iv) Saetting up, 2t the regioncl or subregional
level, one or more paymeant unions with an
Africa

end, study in a concrote menner all

» exbernal sectlement fund; to this

)
3

ties of finencing the fund in

Be 'Rapidly‘strengthen effective financial co=~operation in |
Africs by setting up subregional capital markets, and
by inviting ADB to give pricrity to the financing of
multinationzl projects and those which foster African

geonomic integratione.

EWVIROMAENT

As4C Tale all necessary measures for the nrotection of .
nature and the enviromment which consbitute cne of
Africals irreplacable resources, and t¢ counteract the
effepts of natural digesters of whicl: other countries

“ \- -
arce constant vicbinms,

Al Adopt a common front to combat drought, which constitutes

a threat to the entire continent;

A.42 Talze all steps to ensure that tourism policies do not
result in the destruction of the environment and nature

in Africa, since any damage done is irremedizble,

Aed3 Engure thst the problems of envirommental protection
are seen within the context of the economic and social
developnent of the African coumtries whose development

policies ghould accordingly pay greater attention to

O
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’ guestions of natural resource conservation and menage-
ment, the improvement of physical and humzn conditions
in arban and rural areas, and the eracicavion of
endemic disecases which have been extensively elininated

'

in nany parts of the world;

hodh Encure that African countries are always guided by
the priﬁciples adopted by the Stockholm Conference on

Human Environncente

TOURISH

fiadl Set up joint organizations for the wnromotion of the
tourise trade Tthrough such mezsures as joint advertising,
the establishment of agreed tariffs for excursions and
holiday travel, and the simplification of frontier

formalities to facilitate inter-State tours.
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IRADE AND DEVELOFMENT FINANCIIIG

B.1 INTRA-AFRICAN TRIDE

tensify efforts to establish procedures
and mechanisms for co-ordinating trade

olicies;

o

(b} intensify efforts to piromote co-operation
in the field of the gencral integration of
economic infrastructure, particularly
through the réstructuring of production
structures, distribution systems and market

integration on a subregional basis;

(c) . establish common trade and dewelopment
instituticas to conzsider, co-ordinate
and supervise, where necessary, the
' - implementation of agreementes end evrangements
zmong African countries on co-operation,

trade and development.,

TI Adont medomn mariceting techaiques in respect of Lfrican

products with a view to promote intra~African tradag



B,

24
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INTERNATTONAI TRADE

1. Take necessary precautions in their negotiations

with developed countries either collectively or individually

te ensure that they had not become subjected to any'foreign

econonic power,

2. ° Concert and ﬂrganl e plein action, in advance of all

negotiations with the developed countries, and in order

to assess

all the implications which the proposeéd agreenents

might have on the future of their economic independence, (re~

éarded as an inviolable pringciple), |

3. Act collectively in nmultilateral trade negotiations

in order to safeguard the following objectives :

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

The adoption of effective concerted neasures to put
a definite end to the constant deterioration in

"the terms of trade of African countries,

The adoption of.effective measures for the stabilisa=~:
tion of relative prices of African commodltiOQ

and for the dynamic stabilization of export

earnings, in the light of the increasing nceds

of African countries for development financing,

The adoption of effective measures designed to

lead to the vertical diversification of production
50 that the African countries can process

their products through as many stages as possible
before exporting them, it being considered that
horizontal dlver81flcat10n - consisting of the subs-
titution of a number of primary products for a single
one merely postpones the'day of reckoning w1thout

solving any of the real- problems;



(vi

B. 3. DEVELOPME

(iv)

(+)

(vi)

-
=
-

i

)
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The abolition by the developed countries of

211 tariff and non-tariff barriers and '
restrictive trade practices which those
countries have hitherto placed in the way of
the pemetration of their markets by products

from the African countries;

Non~reciprocity in trade znd tariff concess sions
ha }

accorded to Afprican countries by the developec

countries;

The adoption znd effective implementation by
all the developed countries of the generaliz
systen of prefercnces, the suppression of all
epcape clauses, the extension of the system

to cover 211 African exports and its adoption

by 21l countries that have not yet done'so;

The conduct of negotiations by groups of

preducts and not individual product;

The completion of negotiatioms within &
reasonable period,.

SHT FINANCING

T order to achieve cconomic independence and to ensure

effective development, African Governments undertake to @

(

e

)

]

Mobilize Africe's domestic resources rapidly

and eff cctlvely so as to serve zs the main basis

Q

of African development,.

Encourage, in every way, cfforts directed vowards
African participation in investnents in all
sectors, so0 as to ensure effective national

contrel of the economy.



(iidi)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viid)
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promote the establishment of continent-wide
insurance and reinsurance institutions and

2 Pan-African Insurance and Reinsurance

Company;

TAke measures to ensure that foreign i1 rivate
investment respects national priorities drawn

up by the African States;

Co-ordinate domestic investment policies to

avoid competition zmong African countries in
offering foreign investors incentives and tax
concessions that are liable to be prejudicial

to their economies with the aim of laying down the
basis for a single investment code for all African

countries;

Take measures to reduce expenditure on

research and studies provided by the

developed countries which absorb a very Jlarge
proportion of foreign aid and ensure that the
costs of such studies are borne by donor
countries and not counted as part of the credit

element of the aig granted;

To participate actively and directly in the
research currently being conducted on the
reform of the international monetary system
with a view to establishing a more equitable
system designed to provide them with resources

for development;

Promote measureg through general or specific
agreements to limit the harmful effects of

monetary developments outside the continent ‘
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"

on African economies and, where possible, seek
compensation for resultant losses by African .
countrics and aﬁ the same time strengthon intra-
£frican monetary co-operation to counteract the

harm®ul effects of external monetary developmenis;

fix) Defend a common African stand in all internationed

economic and monetary negotiations.

C.1 ITNTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION .

.
e

Take 211 necessary measures, side by sids with efforts at
the international level, to promote intra-ifrican co-operation
within the context of a strategy for development which should be the
the »rimary responsibility of the African peoples themselves.

‘To this eand, Lfrican governments uadertake)

c.2- In their relstions with the obher developing countries

of tha world to:

4
i) consclidate their effort with the Group of 77
in order %o defen?d the principles laid down in
the flgiers Charter and the principles of action

in the Lima Declaration;

IS

PN
e
'8

e

constantiy promote the harmonization of the-

positions of developing countrics within the

institutions they have established for the defence

of their common initerest;

fidi Encourage by all poggible means, the exchange

and scientific and teghnical co-operation

of information on developmenty/betyeen developing
countries and between their regspective national
or regional institutions; '

iv) Bneourage the sssociations of producers in

P Zeveloping countries, for the collcctive

" defence of their common interests.
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In rel-tions with the developed morket econonly countries

~nill their econcmic groupings (undertake o)

i) go-ordinate and harmonize their stand
negotiations in order to safeguard tieir interests
ageinst descisions which are prejudiciad

scononmies or inter-African co-operation;

R
[ER
Mere”

P

conclude trads agrecments pﬁqthe basi
cnlsy,

8
interest and the assistance/made available by the
developed market economy countries aad their economic

groupings.

(s’]

[ N
e
}J-
Ny

enpure thatin agrecements with developed market-economy
countries , the provision of aid is not conditioned

on a particular form of relationship;

iv) ensure tnat mul 1latural ﬂA bilﬂte"ﬂl f*nancial znd

JL:-“.:deve;opmentAnequxrcmenﬁsuo;méfrlcan countrleg,
\
f%j Lalré  coneréte measires L6 régulate-the repatriation
of.profits which ‘considerably réduces tHe investmént
reééurces‘df'Rfﬁidaﬁiéouﬁtriés’andilimit-thefﬁésitive

7

affedbs of ai? to ELfrica; -~ -7 T s

.

fvi) taoke measures to facilitgte the trans sfer of -

sppropriate tbchnogqgj:toxﬁ+r1qan countries on' easy
.

teras, -and o control the restrictive. practices...

which -militate against such transfers;
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In relstions with the socialist countries, African

countries (undartake to)

- -

i) co-ordinabe the stand and information on the
8 of trade, co-operation and assisgtance

itie
hetwesn African countries dd the Scocialist countri

d».

arontote measures o intensify trade and facili

e
=
S

at
aii

-
payments betwezn African countries and the Soci

. Ui

countries; o

ocialist zountries to FTacilitate the

M
=
) o
e
Y3
3
=
I~
H
o
6]

ticular as regards the use of such credits to

-
o

=
n
]

finance the local cost component of projects and to

purchass goods from any Socialist country;

~

tate the narkctlng of African

Jats
o
p—"g
et
]
A
[v]
6]
& o
[0)]
s
7]
c.}.
(@]
iy
i)
0
|~
fd
7] H-

8 in Socialish countries w1un1ndthp

framework of long~term agreements and under condii

ization of credits granted to African countrics

e
—

2

)
e

1

st

=2

L0058

which permit periodic adjustment in response to changes®

in market conditions;

‘) intensify industrial, scientific and technical
co-~operation between African countries and the
Socialist countries and take specific measures to
facilitate the transfer of technology from such

countrizs. ' . .
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IH FATITH WHEREOF, we African Heals of State and Government

call upon African Governments, African economic cooperation

Organizations, African institubtions and African representatives
in 21l internations] organizations, imstitutions snd bodies
vo be ded in their =zctioms by the provisions of the present

i
Declaration on Co-operation, Development and Economic iadependence,

TO WHICH WE have appended our ‘signatures @

0

Algerig Mald
Botswana . Hauritenia
Burundi Mauritiusg \
Camercon . HMorocco
Central African Republic Niger ‘
Chad nge ig
Congo Ryanda
,
Dzahomey Senegal ‘ ;
Egyot ) - Sierra Leon
Ecuvatorial CGuinea ' Somalia
Ethiopia ‘ . Sudan
Gzhon Swaziland .
Ganbia ' Tenzania
Ghana ' Togo
Guinea Tunisia
Ivory Coast - Uganda
Kenya i Upper Volta ‘
Lesotﬁo Laire
Liberia Zambia
Libya . i
Kadagoscar ' -
' Malawsi
DOEE 2% wuvsevenoosvaness Hiay 1073 .
oF ‘AFRICA 4 ’

,\\o“hacmves
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