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ARICMJ CANDI.DATl:IC$ 'l'O INT£ R!"Al'IOlfll. ~RGAR!ZATJOJIS 

At its Twentieth Ordinary ~eesion in February 1973, the 
Council of b:inietera adopted Rouolution CM/Res.291 (XX) 

invititig the Adl'linistrat1ve Seoretar7-<Jeneral to make the 

necessarr approachee to State• belonging to the Organ1a&tJ.c,.• 

t or the drawing up of a hat c.f African candidateu for bigb-

1 leTel poeta 1n the sajor international Organ1£at1on.a0 

That Resolution vaa ;in x-eapor111e to the .ct .. a1re of ~o 

Organisation ot Atrioan Unity for an effective solution to~ 

found to the proble111 of A.i'ncan oandiclatures in in~l.~1. 

_...u.-~Ollal a ~al-e• .nu.oh...._ J.•u:rwae3q11' b••" tJ •""'••

to .l.f'rl.can State• over the 7aara, 

• 
!n.cloe<l, .U.• ""<41'-~Jd' ...... -.atto" ~ .A:friolllla •10 bigh-

• _ ; .. -i posts in the Specialized Agenoiee of the Unit.a Nations 

famil¥ and A!'r iva 1 s fa1 lures whenever 1 t aubm1 tted 'oand.i~ 

to imp'1rtant poata in the 1118Jor inteniational Organi,Mtiona, 

pari;i.o~l.Jr ~. PAO and WID, oall tor the OAIJ polioT-"Mlr'ng 

loodiea ~ v11n1ua '\he n~t1ou in or'1er to adopt a 111ore d;roaato 

and effective policy, 

For the purpose of analyeie, the tollo;iwing is the olae

aif1.oat1on ot the problem of African oandidaturee in inter

national Organisations: 

A.. Candidatures to 1be poet• ot Direc~or• Oeneral ot 

Speoial1 sed .Agenci ea of the United !fationa famil7; 

B. Candidatures to vaoant posts in oertain Committees, 

Commieeions and other Organs of the United Nations 

General .lssembl7. 
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As regards oandidntu:res to the Specialized Aa"enoiee ot 

the United Nations fi.mily, the following table ehowe the datos 

on vhioh t he posta ot Dil'6otora Oeneral of theee Specialized 

.Agencies vi.11 beoo111e vac&l\ts 

UNESOO 

Il.O 

FAO 

WHO 

!lovembar l.974 

Y.a;y 1975 

January 1976 
January 1978 

However, ~inoe the elections of new Dl.reotore Oeneral, 

exoept the Di reotor Goneral ot UNESCO, will b9 held several 

111onthe before the upiration of the term of off'ioe of tb.e preeeai; 

Di"ci.ox-s Oeneral, 1 t ie necessary that the OAU polio;y-maldzig 

bodies oboee the African caadidat&a at leaa1' one 7eaz before 

the date on which the eleotiona. nll be held. lli th regard. to 

the election ot Direotor General ot U!iESCO, this will be held 

during the UNESCO General Conference scheduled tor November 1974• 

The post of Director General of the International IAbour Office 

will most likel;y be filled during tbe Governi ng Bod;y•a aeeeiou 

in November 1974. , 

NegotiatJ.one for the acceptance of candidates for each 

of tbeee poets are made 1eare in advance of tbe datee ot 

election. It ie therefore neoeaear;y that the O!U aetabliehes 
' contacts, thrvueh the diplomatic obannel, with the 'n1Zi01.UI 

regioual'groupe, part1oularl1, tboee of the Thi rd World, tu 

order t o eueUl."e the t'ulleet support for the .&.tri.oan oandidatae. 

Af rica' e aet-baoka in the paet duri\18 alaotions to 
' important poets in international Organizations were due to the 

late acceptance of Afl-ioan candidatures after other regional 

Groupe had already aoqu1red firm support tor their oandidatee. 

Seoondl7, t he Atrioan oandidates rarely suooeaded in cbtaini~ 
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tbe unanimous 9\lpport ot Atrioan States. Tbe OAU polio7-

making bodies abould, therefore, take concrete meaeurea t o 

remed.T this aituation and t o enable Afrioa to plac• a greater 

nU111ber ot Atrt.cans i n the high-leTill posts of the Speoialiaed 

Agencies. 

A.a regards A.f'rioan candidatures to "Ule poat8 ot lh.rect cra 

Oener&l ot lJJIESOO and t he II.O vbioh will be tilled in 1974, OAU1 

with the 'Wl&nimous agreement of Member Statee, should ehooae its 

Afrioa.n candidates as soon as po8aible in order to enable the 

various African Oroups •o establish eon6Ultetions with the 

other r~onal Groupe. 

Since Resolut i on CM/Res,291 (XX) ot tbe Twentie•h 
• 

O:rd:Ln&ry Session ot t he Council ot Ministers 1nv1 ted the 

Adminis t rative Secretary-General t o ~ake the neoeaear7 approaches 

to Member States for the drawing up ot a list ot AtriOll.XI 

candidates, the .Adml.ni.etrative Secretary-Gene~ f orwarded a 

telegraai to all Member States, kindly requBStill6 them to 

sublllit eucb candidatures to the General Secretariat tor the 

decision ot the O.AU pol1o:y-maldJ16 bodies, 

The oandida tures thua aubmitted and th1>8e vbioh were 

submitted during t his Seas1on of the Council have been 

attached aa an. amiex t o this doCUlllent. Theee oand1daturee are 

beill8 1111bei tted tor the approval of the O.AIJ polio7-maldbtf 

bodiea. 

With regard to African candidatures to vaoant poets i n 

certain Conuuitteee, Commieeiona or other Organs of the United 

Rations General Assembly, the C,uneil of Ml.nistere decided, 

durl.DB ita Tb.i:rteenth Ordinarr Seeaion, to adopt a oomaon 

' 

stand on African. candidatures in ~rder to maintain t be ooheBJ.on 

of the At:rican Group. The OAIJ General Secretariat wae :l"equested, 
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in this regard, to inform the Council r egularly of all 

oandl.datu.re e for the Counoil 1a approval of tbe Atrioan 

candidates in urd.er to avoid poee1ble dlvergenoies at the 

time ot eleotions, 

The <l<!neral. Seontariat is pleased vitb. tbe oob.eaio• 

ct the Af1-l.cau Oroup and tbe African eol1da.rit7 which have 

mo.de it poseible, sinoe the 24th Ordl.na.ry Se~ion of the 

Vnited Nations General Assembly, t or all tbe candidates who 
' 

bad. been dul y aooepted bf the previous sessi o?lll o! the 
• 

Counc:tl of Ministers ~o be elected, 

Unfortunately, theee was want o! tbe WU.t,y, ~ .. i.o.a. 
and d.J..acipllne vhioh had e tood to th.e ~l. t of the Afrioan 

Oroup during the 27th Ord:l.llaZ'y 5$s111on .or tbe tlnited. BatJ.~ 

Oener&.l .&ss9111bl7, • 

Tbel:'e was d1aacreeaent over the cbo('>Bl.1J8 of 16 o~tl't.er; 
to part102pate on Af'l-ioa•a behalf on the Board of Ilireot~re of 

the &v:l.ronment Secretariat during the meeting of the 
' African Group held on 15 December 1972. 

Ct~trary to it• usual practice, the African Oroup •ae 
dinded dUZ'l.ng the votes at the General Assembly beoau•Ht 

it could not agreo on ita list oC carid1d.aturea. 

Tb.II i"u.ture of the .lf'n.oan Group would l,e at stake it 
an urgent solution ie not f ound by the 0.AIJ CO\Uloil of Mlnietera 

laying down the ortter1a tor ohoosing African candidates to 

tbe varioue organs of the United Hations. 

The eeata allotted to Africa are certainly inauff1oient 

and a l l the delegationa are desirous o~ partio1pati114r at 

the aaae t i 11e in t.ba deli'boratione of' these Organs, 

• 
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The debatea ot the Afrioan Group on the question of 
I 

candidatures are becoming more and more heated and eeem to 

ba 41"01ng beyond th.a 111111 ts of cou.rtes;r charaoter1e1io ot 
d.1.plo111ac7 and the bebav1ou.r of .ltrican d1plo11ata at tbe 

United Iationa Organi•ation, 

Afrl.ca uov bas 41 States, membe:rs of the O.t.U• and it 

ia onl;r necessary that some at them ahoul.d aooept to 

vithdrav their candidatures when the seata allotted are not 

auf'ficient. 

Vhat ie bappenin&"o unt'ortunatel;r, iz that S1at&a 

working in aeveza.l impol'tant Organa of the UN are ever 

re:f'u•iug -to allov tboae which are no"t 11embera of an7 Orsana 

to have the opportunit;r of partic1pat11J6 actively 1D ti>e 

del1berat1one of the UN, and because there are no 1'\IJ.ee of 

procedure covering thi•, the Ai'r:toan Group cannot impoae 

any eolution that doee not immed.1atel7 oontTadict the 

interests of any given oountry. 

It vould be deeirable f or the Council of )!inieter1 

ta give precise direotivea to tbe African Group on distribu

tion and choioe of countries to the variou• •eats allotted to 

Africa in the important Organa of the UN • 

The Ei<.ecutive Seoretaria~ of the Ai'rioan Croup has, 

in thJ.e regard, prepared. a report for the Group on the 
' 

criteria for diatributins aeate, I 

This report bas beet1 

Code No, C~/505/Add,l 

submitted to the preae~t 1easion 

under 

~ues-tion of oandidat"urae, 
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