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AFRICAN CANDIDATURTS 0 JNTIRFATIONAL CRCANIZATIORS

At 1ts Twentieth Ordinary dession in February 1973, the
Counecil of Minleteras adopted Ravolution GMfREE.EHl (XX)
inviting the Administrafive Secretary-Jenera) to make the
necessary approachea to States belonging to the Organigatiog-
for the drawing up of a list of African cand:idates for high-
, level poats in the major international Organizations,

That Resoclution was in response to the dezire of the
Organization of African Unity for an effective polution to o
found to the problem of African candidatures in intergational

orgenisationg) 4 problem whioh haa jncresaingly besy of acnscmm
to Afrrean States over the years, '

Indeed, ibe uadar-Pepfesentation of Africans &t high-
~ _Jawal poate in the Specialized Agenoles of the United Nations
family and Afriva's failures whenever it submitted “vandidatures
to important posts in the major international Organisatioms,
partycularly the FAO and ¥EO, call for the 0AU polioy-meking
rodies t0 exanine the situeatiom in order o adopt a more dynamie
and effective policy.

For the purpose cf analyele, the following i® the olas-
pification of the problem of African eendidatures in inter-
natronal Organlgations:

4. Candidaturee to the posts of Iirectors General of

E.

Speolalized Agencies of the United Natione family;

Candidaturea to wacant posta 1n ocerta:n Commlttees,
Commiseions and other Organs of the United Nations
General Azsembly,
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As regards candidatures to the Specaalized Agencies of
the United Natioms family, the followinz table ebhows the datos
on whioh the posts of Directora QJemeral of these Specialized
Agencies will become vacants

UNESQO Novepber 1974
110 Yay 1975

FAD January 1976
WHO January 1978

Howaver, gince the slectione cof new Dareotere {eneral,
except the Direotor Gemeral of UNESCO, will be held several
monthe before the expiration of the term of office of the presant
Directors (Qeneral, it 1s necessary that tha OAU policy-making
bodies chose the African candidates at least one year before
the date on which the electicna. will be held. With regard to
the election of Director General of UFESCC, thie will be held
during the UNFSCD General Couference scheduled for November 1974.
The post of Directeor Oeneral of the Internationsl lLabour Qffice
will most likely be filled during the Governing Bcedy's aesslon
in Fovembsr 1974, d

Negotiations for the acceptance of candidates for each
of these poats are made years in advance of the dates of
election., It is therefore necessary thaf the DAU establishes
oontacta, through the diplomatic chanmnel, with the various
regicnal’ groupe, partacularly, those of the Third World, in
order to ensure the fullest support for the African candidates.

Africa's set-backa in the past during electicne to
important posts in internstional Organizations were due to the
late anceptanca of African cendidatures after other regional
QOroups bad already soquired firm support for their candidates.
Seoogndly, the African candidates rarely succeeded in cbtaining
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the unanimous support of African Statea. The QAU policy-
making bodies ahould, therefore, take concrets measures to
remedy this situation and to enable Africa to place a greater
nunber of Africane in the high-level pozts of the Speclalised

Agencles.

As regards African candidatures to the posts of Ihrectors
Ceneral of UNESC) and the IIO whieh will be f1lled in 1974, 04U,
with the unanimous agreement of Member States, should ehoose 1ts
African esndidates as soon as posaible in order to enable the
various African Oroups to establish ¢onsultations with the
other regional Groups.

Since Resclution CM/Ree,291 (XX) cf the Twemtieth
Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers invited the
Adminietrative Seoretary-0eneral t¢ make the necessary approaches
to Member Statea for the drawing up of s iizst of Afriocan
candidates, the Administrative Secretary-Censral forwarded a
telegram to all Member States, kindly requesting them to
submit suck candidatures to the Qeneral Secretariat for the
decimsion of the OAU polioy-making bodies,

The ocandidatures thus submitted and thosee which were
submitted during this Session of the Council have been
attached as an annex to thia doocument. These candidatures are
being submitted for the approval of the 0AF pelicy-making
bodiea.

With regard to African eandidatures toc vacant posta in
certain Commltteer, Commimsions or other Organa of the Unilted
Katione Qenersal Assembly, the Ciuncil of Miniatere declded,
during ites Thirteenth Ordinary Sessicn, tc adopt a ocmmon
stand on African candidatures in order to mesintain the cohesiom
of the Afrisan Group. The COAU Deneral Secretariat was requested,
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in this regard, to inform the Council regularly of all
candidatures for the Couneil's epproval of the African
candidates in uvrder to avoid peesible davergenciea at the
time of elections,

The Ceneral Secoretariat is pleased with the gohesiom
cf the African Oroup and the African solidarity which have
made it possible, eince the 24th Ordanary Sesaion of the
United Hatione General Assembly, for all the candidates who
bad been duly accepted by the previous seasions of the
Council of Ministers to be elected,

Unfortunately, these was want of the unity, oohesiog
and disecipline whiok had stood to the oredit of the African
Oroup during the 27th Ordinary Seseion of the United Batiang
Oeneral Assembly,

There was disagresment over the chocsing of 16 ocuntries
to particapate on Africa'e behalf on the Board of Directurs of
the Fnvironment Seeretariat during the meeting of the
African Group hﬂl& onn 15 Decembar 1972,

Ccmtrary to ite ueual practice, the African Oroup was
divaded during the votes at the General Assembly beocause
it could not agree on 1its list of candidatures.

Thm future of the African Group would e at etake if
an urgent solution is not found by the OAT Louncil of Ministers
laying down the ariteria for choosing African candidates to
the warious organs of the United Natioums.

The seats allotted to Africa are ceriainly insuffioient
and all the delegations are desiroua of participating at
the same time in the deliberationa of these Urgans,
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The debates of the African Oroup on $he queetion of
candadatures are beocoming more and more heated and seem %n
be going beyond the limite of courtesy characterietic of
diplomacy and the bebaviour of African diplomats at the
Unated Fationa Organisation,

Afraca now has 41 States, mewbers of the OAU, and it
is only necessary that some of them should acocept %o
withdraw their ocandidatyres when the seata allotted ars net
puffiocient.

What is happening, unfortunately, iz that Stateas
working in several important Organs of the UN are ever
refusing to allow those which are not membera of any Organa
to have the opportunity of participating actively in the
deliberations of the UN, and because there are no rules of
procedure covering this, the African Group caanot impoee
any solution that does not immediately contradict the
interoste of any given ocountry. :

1t would be desirable for the Councll of Ministers
to give precise directives %o the African Group on dletribu-
tion and choioe of countries to the various seats allotted to
Africa in the important Organs of the UN.

The Executive Secretariav of the African Croup hae,
in thas regard, prepared a& report for the Group on the
eriteria for distributing seatas, )

Thie report has been submitted to the present sesaion

under Code No, CMKEGE/A&d.l for consideration Eﬂﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁtwﬁ

if the Council of Minieters deems 1t expedie /,...,... ﬂuc%
o ;

raference to the African Group in considerk

gueation of candidatures,
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